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LyondellBasell will restart
Methanol plant in Channelview
Methanol
market strong
worldwide

East Houston Hospital receives its first
baby of the New Year 2014

McIngvale receives Points of
Light Award from Bush

Houston, Texas, January
1, 2014 —East Houston Re-
gional Medical Center and
Dr. Christy Obukofe helped
Houstonians Jessica Parga
and Gerardo Sandoval wel-
come their baby girl, Delai-
la Sandoval, into the world
at 12:02 a.m. on January 1,
2014. Baby Delaila is 6 lbs.
and 10 oz. and is 18 and _
inches long. She was one of
seven babies born on New
Year’s Day at East Houston
Regional Medical Center.

“I didn’t think I would be
delivering Delaila on New
Year’s Day,” said Jessica.
“We are very excited that
she is a New Year’s Day
baby and we will celebrate
her birthday every year
with fireworks.”

“We are thrilled to have
the first baby born at East
Houston Regional Medical

Baby Delaila Sandoval maker her debut on New Year’s day at East Houston Regional Medical Center with her
mother, Jessica Parga and father, Gerardo Sandoval.

See FIRST BABY OF THE YEAR, page 2

JIM “MATTRESS MACK” McINGVALE receives his Daily Points of Light Award
from Neil Bush, right, as Barbara and George Bush look on. Former
President Bush nominated McIngvale for this presigious service award.

H O U S T O N  –  W h e n
George H. W. Bush was in
office as president, he ini-
tiated an award to private
citizens who had demon-
strated a high level of pub-
lic service and philanthropy
to his fellow man. He per-
sonally gave out over 1000
of these awards, on a daily
basis, thus the name.

On Monday, Dec. 23,
Houston’s own Jim Mc-
Ingvale was awarded this
honor, by Bush’s son Neil
Bush, who now heads the
board of the Points of Light
Foundation. This was the
5115th time the Daily

See McINGVALE, page 2

HOUSTON (January 6,
2014) - Girl Scouts of San Ja-
cinto Council (GSSJC), one of
the largest Girl Scout councils
in the U.S., will begin selling
Girl Scout cookies door-to-
door January 11 as part of the
Girl Scout Cookie Program.
The program is the largest
girl-run business in the world
and teaches girls essential
skills to succeed personally
and professionally, including
goal setting, decision making,
money management, people
skills and business ethics.

Once a year, Girl Scouts
venture into the entrepre-

Girl Scout cookie program
begins door-to-door sale
Girls learn skills to have positive impact on world

neurial world to learn busi-
ness skills and financial liter-
acy and earn money to fund
their service oriented goals.
When customers purchase a
box of Girl Scout Cookies,
they are enabling girls to be-
come advocates for issues
they are passionate about,
sending a city kid from a low
income household to camp or
a girl overseas to learn about
an archipelago, or helping
girls purchase supplies to
send care packages to soldiers
serving overseas. A  Girl
Scout cookie purchase sup-
ports girls as they do great
things in their communities  See GIRL SCOUTS, page 3

The Girl Scout Cookie Program
begins door-to-door sales January
11. A new season brings with it a
new cookie - Cranberry Citrus
Crisps, a whole grain crispy cookie
with tangy cranberry bits
and citrus flavor.

CHANNEL
CHATTER

HOUSTON, Jan. 2, 2014 /
PRNewswire/ — Lyondell-
Basell (NYSE: LYB) today an-
nounced that its methanol
plant at Channelview, Texas,
was placed into service in the
fourth-quarter 2013 to take
advantage of low-cost natural
gas from shale formations.
The unit had been out of ser-
vice since 2004 due to the ris-
ing cost of natural gas, the key
feedstock for methanol pro-
duction.

According to spokesperson
David Harpole, the activation
of this plant has meant 24 new
jobs to the complex.

The methanol unit has the
capacity to produce 780,000
tons of methanol each year, he
said. The unit was shut down

in the year 2004 due to high
prices for natural gas, but this
has now been reversed by the
availability of shale gas in the
Texas Gulf Coast region.

Harpole said the restart
work actually began in Decem-
ber, and continues as they
carefully start up equipment
that has not been in use.

“The methanol plant re-
start is the first in a series of
U.S. Gulf Coast projects by
LyondellBasell to take advan-
tage of the natural gas price
advantage that we enjoy from
shale  gas,”  said Patrick
Quarles, senior vice president,
Intermediates and Deriva-
tives. ”The methanol plant
project and our other signifi-
cant debottleneck projects will
bring new capacity into our
system earlier and at substan-
tially lower cost than con-
s t r u c t i n g  e n t i r e l y  n e w
facilities.”

Other  Lyonde l lBase l l
growth projects include expan-
sions of ethylene capacity at
La Porte, Channelview and
Corpus Christi, Texas, that
will add 1.8 billion pounds to
the company’s annual capaci-
ty, and the expansion of a poly-
ethylene facility in Matagorda
County, Texas.

Methanol is used in the pro-
duction of chemicals such as
acetic acid and formaldehyde,
and in products including ad-
hesives, foams, plywood sub-
f l o o r s ,  s o l v e n t s  a n d
windshield washer fluid.  Ly-
ondellBasell is a leading man-
ufacturer and global supplier
of acetic acid.  Methanol also
is used in global gasoline pro-
duction through dirmorect
blending, as well as for the
production of methyl tertiary
butyl ether (MTBE), a clean-
burning gasoline component
produced by LyondellBasell.

LyondellBasell (NYSE:
LYB) is one of the world’s larg-
est plastics, chemical and re-
f in ing  companies  and  a
member of the S&P 500.  Ly-
ondellBasell manufactures
products at 58 sites in 18 coun-
tries.  LyondellBasell products
and technologies are used to
make items that improve the
quality of life for people
around the world including
packaging, electronics, auto-
motive parts, home furnish-
ings, construction materials
and biofuels.

Part of the LyondellBasell plant in Channelview, as seen in this company photo.

LyondellBasell photo

Dialogue with
Readers is
important

Inside this issue, you will find
a form called Reader Opinion,
and another column called Let-
ters to the Editor. These two de-
vices are for you to let us know
how we are doing with the pa-
per, and to share your thoughts
on life in North Shore.

What issues are most impor-
tant to you? What stories do we
need to publish, that are not yet
in the paper?

As we distribute the paper
to our various rack locations, we
hear from you as well. Most ev-
eryone is anxious to see this new
paper, and read about their
neighbors.

A few are not. Stores that
declined to carry the paper in-
clude Sam’s, Walmart, and I-
Hop. Apparently they can take
your money without offering to
help the community with news
and information. You decide.

We are looking for more lo-
cations to leave papers. You
should be able to distribute
over 25 copies each week to
your customers. If that is possi-
ble, call us at 281-328-9605 and
we will put you on our distribu-
tion list and your name in the
paper. This should help bring in
more customers, too.

Thanks to you when you
take time to write to us. Some-
times you have pointed out mis-
takes, such as calling locations
in North Shore as Channelview.
That’s a soft line between them,
but we will learn.

And one reader pointed out
that the Sheldon and Channel-
view fire departments are not a
VFD or volunteer service, but
paid. Thanks for the clarification.

We are not natives of North
Shore, but like Texas, we got
here as soon as we could. Hope
to fit in as a native sometime in
the future.

We are busy working on that
Galena Park FFA photo presen-
tation that we promised. In our
next issue, look for Galena Park
FFA photos! And call us if you
would like to be a sponsor on
those pages. 281-328-9605. The
kids love to see their work in
print, and it is a real keepsake
issue for all of the FFA families.

Tell a friend about the new
NORTH CHANNEL STAR. And visit
us weekly, in print and on the
internet at www.northchannel
star.com.

North Channel STAR Photo/Hoffman



NORTH CHANNEL✯ STARPage 2 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2014

SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

WED. JAN 22

Town Hall Meeting
Gene Green sponsors a

Town Hall Meeting at the Harris
County North Channel Branch Li-
brary, 15741 Wallisville Road,
Houston 77049. 6:30 pm. Pub-
lic invited.

JANUARY

North Channel
Library events

-Wednesday, January 8,
Strings attached/Knitting Group/
Charity Challenge at 4 pm.

-Thursday, January 9, baby
time at 10:30 am.

-Friday, January 10, Strings
attached/Knitting Group/Charity
Challenge at 1:30 pm.

-Monday, January 13, Movie
madness at 4:30 pm.

-Tuesday, January 14, Tod-
dler time at 10:30 am and pre-
school story time at 1:30 pm.

-Wednesday, January 15, Wii
game day at 4 pm.

-Thursday, January 16, baby
time at 10:30 am and lego play
at 4:30 pm.

-Saturday,  January  18,
Scrapbooking with Mia at 10 am.

-Monday, January 20-LI-
BRARY CLOSED

-Tuesday, January 21, Tod-
dler time at 10:30 am and pre-
school story time at 1:30 pm.

-Wednesday, January 22,
book club at 10 am and after-
school craft at 4:30 pm.

The library is closed on Sun-
days. And it’s located at 15741
Wallisville Rd., Houston, TX.
77049.

You may call 281-457-1631
for more information on these
programs.

WED. JAN 22

Senior Citizens
Issues Forum

Gene Green sponsors a Fo-
rum for Senior Citizens, at the
Baldree Center, 13828 Corpus
Christi Street, Houston 77015.
10:00 am, all senior citizens are
welcome. There will be Agency
representatives from the Social
Security Administration, Agency
on Aging, Better Business Bu-
reau. Topics include Health
Care, Referral Services, programs
for seniors, and fraud preven-
tion.

PASADENA, Texas - The
first group of veteran students
to receive a Wall of Honor
plaque and scholarship were
recognized on Veterans Day at
the San Jacinto College Board
of Trustees meeting.

The six veteran students
were selected amongst their
peers to receive the student
plaques, which will be hung on
the Wall of Honor at each San
Jacinto College campus. In
addition, the students each
received a certificate and $500
scholarship from the San Ja-
cinto College Foundation.

“This is a tremendous hon-
or for us to recognize and re-
ward the men and women who
represent all of those who
have served our country,” said
San Jacinto College Founda-
tion Executive Director, Ruth
Keenan. “Each of these men
and women are deserving of
this recognition. We look for-
ward to continuing to award
our veteran students with the
money they need to help them
transition to college and civil-
ian life en route to finding a
career in their chosen field.”

The six students that re-
ceived a plaque and scholar-
ship are:

-Lance Corporal Ricky
Lynn Sistrunk, United States
Marine Corp. Mr. Sistrunk is
pusuing a general studies de-
gree at San Jacinto College so
that he can transfer to the
University of Texas or Prairie
View A&M University to com-
plete a registered nursing de-
gree.

-Hospital Man Manuel Or-

Six San Jacinto College veteran students received scholarships through the San Jacinto College Foundation. Pictured at a
recent board meeting are (left to right): Gary Alston, scholarship recipient; Silvia Escobedo, scholarship recipient; Jeffrey
Everitt, scholarship recipient; Willie Bush, scholarship recipient; Daisy Saenz, San Jacinto College Central Campus veteran
success coordinator; Manuel Orlando Fernandez, scholarship recipient; Ricky Lynn Sistrunk, scholarship recipient; Ruth Keenan,
executive director, San Jacinto College Foundation; Dr. Brenda Hellyer, Chancellor, San Jacinto College; Dr. Bill Raffetto, interim
provost, San Jacinto College; and Eugene Bernard, San Jacinto College South Campus veteran success coordinator. Photo
credit: Amanda L. Booren, San Jacinto College marketing, public relations, and government affairs department.

Veterans awarded scholarships

lando Fernandez, United
States Navy Reserves. Mr.
Fernandez is pursuing a li-
censed vocational nursing de-
gree at San Jacinto College.

-Specialist Willie Bush,
United States Army. Mr. Bush
is pursuing a degree in auto
technology, General Motors
specialty, and carries a 3.12
grade point average.

-Private First Class Gary
Alston, United States Army.
Mr. Alston has a perfect 4.0
grade point average as part of
the San Jacinto College air
conditioning technology pro-
gram.

-Sergeant Silvia Escobedo,
United States Army account-
ing program. Ms. Escobedo is
working towards an associate

degree in accounting, and
plans to transfer to a four-year
university.

-Private First Class Jeffrey
Everitt, United States Ma-
rines. Mr. Everitt earned an
Associate of Arts in History
from San Jacinto College and
is currently pursuing a degree
in dietetics food service man-
agement.

PASADENA, Texas - Com-
panies hiring drafters are
turning to San Jacinto College
for their applicants, and not
just by calling, but also by vis-
iting students in their class-
room for on-site interviews.
Representatives from Oil
States Industries recently
held a recruiting event at the
College to meet with associate
degree drafting candidates
from the engineering design
graphics (EDG) program.
Kelly Collins, with the human
resources department at Oil
States Industries, said that
the company is looking to hire
two entry-level drafters per
semester.

"We know San Jacinto Col-

Companies looking for drafters visit San Jacinto
College to interview candidates

lege provides students with
the curriculum and the train-
ing on software that we use,"
said Collins. "Once we hire
them, they will be assigned a
mentor that will guide and
teach them everything within
their job description. More-
over, we will provide any ad-
ditional training, exams, and
certifications he or she needs
to start as a full-time drafter."
Collins added that drafters
who start at Oil States Indus-
tries will begin making ap-
proximately $40,000. The
company plans to start em-
ployees as drafters and tran-
sition them into senior drafter
positions, and later into de-
signer and senior designer po-

sitions.
"These jobs pay very well

and come with excellent bene-
fits, but we do prefer an asso-
ciate degree,” said Collins.
“This is why we choose to look
to our local community colleg-
es to fill these positions and
promote from within.”

Anna Cummings, engineer-
ing design graphics depart-
ment chair at San Jacinto
College, said that engineering
companies in Houston have a
large employment gap to fill.
Drafters enjoy a healthy job
outlook, according to the De-
partment of Labor, with Texas
leading in employment in this
field.

"The companies that are
looking for graduates are
mainly in oil and gas areas,”
said Cummings. “These com-
panies build oil platforms,
materials, and tools. With oil
and gas production as high as
it is, there are many positions

available for drafters. Engi-
neering groups hire drafters
as assistants to designers and
engineers."

Drafters use 2D and 3D
computer-aided drafting
(CAD) software to convert the
designs of engineers and ar-
chitects into technical draw-
ings and plans. There are
several types of drafters, in-
cluding electronics, electrical,
civil, architectural, instrumen-
tation, piping, with mechani-
cal and petro/industrial in
high demand in the Houston
region.

Mechanical drafters pre-
pare layouts that show details
for a wide variety of machin-
ery and mechanical devices.
Petro/Industrial drafters pre-
pare plans used in the layout,
construction and operation of
oil and gas fields, refineries,
chemical plants, and process
piping systems, according to
the Department of Labor.

MARKET STREET FEED

EXTREME
DOG FUEL

Excellent for
PIT BULLS

and Other Breeds

Randy Arter (Owner)
Excellent Line of Pet Supplies

and Remedies

EST. 1942

12844 Market St.
Houston, TX

77015
713-453-7269

marketstreetfeed@aol.com

Carter Funeral Home
13701 Corpus Christi St.

Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterFuneral-Houston.com

Stop by for your 2014 calendar

Center for 2014. Each year
we help families welcome
their children into the
world,” said Alice Adams,
Chief Executive Officer at
East Houston Regional
Medical Center. “It is won-
derful to be the only com-
munity hospital dedicated
to our resident’s needs.  It
is so exciting to be a part of
these families’ lifetime
memories.”

Alice Adams, CEO, and
Brenda Martinez, Chief
Nursing Officer, presented
the family with a beautiful
basket of goodies for baby
and mom, a plant and bal-
loons, as well as a door dec-
oration announcing her
arrival.  Gifts also includ-
ed diapers and formula.

FIRST BABY
OF THE YEAR,
Continued from page 1

McINGVALE,
Continued from Page 1

Points of Light Award had
been given, but it was the
first time that former Pres-
ident Bush had actually
nominated the recipient.
The award was made at
Bush’s office in Houston,
with McIngvale’s daugh-
ters and son present, as
well as Barbara and George
Bush, and an interesting
touch, the two family dogs,
Mini-Me and Bibi.

McIngvale was deeply
touched by the recognition,
and although he and the
president, as well as former
president Clinton, have
been friends for years, he
was overwhelmed by the
honor.

McIngvale’s philanthro-
py has become legendary,
and he spoke about how he
was motivated to return to
the community many of the
profits that he had realized
from his Gallery Furniture
stores.

His charitable work in-
cludes donations to heart
research, mental health,
youth, education, military
USO, scholarships at the
Rodeo, and needy families
throughout the Houston
area, especially at Christ-
mas time.

The term “Points of
Light” came from President
Bush’s 1989 inaugural
speech, where he spoke of
selfless acts that would
“spread like stars through-
out the nation, doing good.”

In his acceptance re-
marks, he modestly credit-
ed his father, the late
George McIngvale, Sr.,
with inspring him  to reach
out to the community. How-
ever, in his typical sales-
man’s fashion, he reminded
everyone that if they need-
ed furniture, he would “de-
liver it tonight.”

NORTHCHANNEL
STAR.COM

San Jac
College

Happenings
Jan. 7-12
•Registration open and

payment due on day of reg-
istration for Spring 2014, all
campuses.

Jan. 13
•C l a s se s  beg in  fo r

Spring 2014 term, all cam-
puses.

FACEBOOK.COM/
NORTH

CHANNEL✯ STAR
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COMMUNITY NEWS & CRIME WATCH

✃ READER OPINION!
Thank you for Reading the New:

This is Your Newspaper. Here’s your chance to be the
Editor. Tell us what you like/don’t like/add or change.
I LIKE: _____________________________________________
___________________________________________________
I DON’T LIKE: _______________________________________
___________________________________________________
PLEASE ADD THIS: ___________________________________
___________________________________________________
PLEASE CHANGE THIS: _______________________________
___________________________________________________
HERE’S A NEWS TIP: __________________________________
___________________________________________________
Thanks. You can Fax this form to: 713-977-1188, mail it to 5906 Star Lane,
Houston 77057, or email the same information to NorthChannelStar@gmail.com.

NORTH CHANNEL✯ STAR

and encourages them to
change the world.

A new season brings with
it two new cookies - Cranber-
ry Citrus Crisps and bite-size,
gluten-free Chocolate Chip
Shortbread Cookies. The
Cranberry Citrus Crisp is a
whole grain crispy cookie with
tangy cranberry bits and cit-
rus flavor. Packaged in a 5 oz.
resealable bag, the highly re-
quested gluten-free cookie in-
cludes chocolate chips nestled
in a gluten-free shortbread
cookie and is free of artificial
flavors, colors, high fructose
corn syrup, palm oil and hy-
drogenated oils. GSSJC is one
of 20 councils that will serve
as a test market for the cook-
ies that retail for $5 per pack-
age.

The mainstays of the pro-
gram include: Thin Mints,
Peanut Butter Patties, Pea-
nut Butter Sandwiches,
Shortbread, Thanks-A-Lots,
Caramel deLites and Lemon-
ades. All cookies are zero
grams trans-fat per serving
and the price for a box of cook-
ies is only $4.

Beginning February 21,
Girl Scout Cookies will be sold
at cookie booths outside of
grocery stores and other retail
venues. The cookie program
ends March 30.

Girl Scouts across the na-
tion invite their communities
to celebrate National Girl
Scout Cookie Weekend, Feb-
ruary 7-9,  to highlight the
real purpose of the $790 mil-
lion Girl Scout Cookie Pro-
gram: to teach girls five
essential skills, including goal
setting, decision making,
money management, busi-
ness ethics and people skills.

When all of the cookies
have been consumed, remem-
ber, the box is not empty.
Each box sold helps to create
thousands of happy memories
and incredible achievements
that the cookie program has
made possible. Every box of
Girl Scout Cookies resonates
with promise and possibility.
Your support of Girl Scouting
through purchasing Girl
Scout Cookies helps make
that promise and those possi-
bilities into realities for girls.

Girl Scouts of the USA is
the world’s preeminent orga-
nization for girls, with a mem-
bership of more than 3.7
million girls and adults. Girl
Scouting builds girls of cour-
age, confidence, and charac-
ter, who make the world a
better place.

Chartered by GSUSA to
provide Girl Scouting locally,
Girl Scouts of San Jacinto
Council is one of the largest
Girl Scout councils in the
country serving more than
62,000 girl members and
nearly 19,000 adults in 26
southeast Texas counties.

GIRL
SCOUTS,
Continued from page 1
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San Jacinto College
inducts PTK members

The San Jacinto College North Campus recently inducted new members of the Phi Theta Kappa international
honor society, including, from left (front row): Deyanira Oyervides, Jamis Jenkins, Katerra McKnight, Nikki Maduka,
Precious White, and Cynthia Rawlings; (back row): Edward Baldridge, Michael Edwards, Myron Crawford, Brian
Ortiz, William Onyango, Ryan Nelson, Ebony Hudson, Elisa Hill, Yesennia Hernandez, Monika Cox, and Brian
Coleman. Photo credit: Rob Vanya, San Jacinto College marketing, public relations, and government affairs
department.

Man shoots and kills
ex-wife

Chris Hext, public affairs manager for Lubrizol; Van Wigginton, San Jacinto College provost; Jeff Parks, San Jacinto
College dean of industrial and applied technology; Tammy McAdams, advancement coordinator for the San
Jacinto College Foundation and SJ college students recipients.           Photo by Jeannie Peng-Armao

Lubrizol donates to provide 32 students with
scholarships in technical education

PASADENA, Texas - Lubrizol
recently awarded scholarships to
32 San Jacinto College students
training in a variety of technical
education fields.

For nearly 30 years, the com-
pany has supported student suc-
cess by donating a total of
$261,600 to assist 663 San Jacin-
to College students, including 128
in process technology. This year,
the Lubrizol Foundation donated
$16,000.

"We love San Jacinto College,"
said Chris Hext, public affairs
manager for Lubrizol. "Lubrizol
believes in supporting the educa-
tion of our local community, and
we strongly identify with San Ja-
cinto College."

For Tessa Owen, a medical lab-
oratory technology student, a
$500 scholarship goes a long way.
Like many of her San Jacinto
College peers, Owen is on her way
to paying off her education by
landing a job at a local hospital
before even graduating.

"Getting a scholarship defi-
nitely shows me that I'm in the
right direction," said Owen. "My
parents have been paying for my
college tuition, so this first schol-
arship really helps my family as
well."

Sophomore students are cho-
sen for scholarships based on
their grade point average and pro-
gram of study. Each recipient re-
ceives $500 toward his or her
college tuition.

"The partnership that we have
with Lubrizol is unique," said Jeff
Parks, dean of industrial and ap-
plied technology. "They have fi-
nancially assisted students in
receiving an education at San
Jacinto College, one that prepares
them for employment in the pet-
rochemical field as well as other
areas of business and industry.
For that, we are truly grateful for
their continuous support to stu-
dent success."

The following are the 2013-
2014 Lubrizol Foundation Schol-
arship recipients:

Business and Professional Services: Carlos
Castillo, James Rainer, Laura Aguirre,
Candace Earley, Kelly Harris, Erin Hyma,
Nam Ngo, Kirstiana Valladares
Health Sciences: Kathryn McKenna, Krista
Wells, Abigail Samford, Casandra Sandoval,
Aimee Hernandez, Tessa Owen, Cynthia
Smith Rex
Liberal Arts and Sciences: Aaron Villanueva
Industrial and Applied Technology: Andres
Elizalde, Nathan Frey, Joseph Oliva, Cody
Strange, Brett Bodkins, Tyler Bender,
Francisco Rivera, Sheila Rodriguez, Toni
Castille, John Charles, Natasha Downing,
Thomas Elam, Ricardo Gonzalez, Ezra Lyon,
Andrew Mccafferty and Robert Spence.

A man was arrested on De-
cember 30, 2013 after he had
said he shot and killed his ex-
wife.

The man called 911 around
1 a.m. Monday, December 30,
morning and confessed the
shooting and killing on the
woman, investigadors said.

The shooting happened at
Peppergate Lane at Rainglen
Lane in northeast Harris
County. After the call, para-
medics rushed to the house
where they tried to save the

woman, but she died from her
injuries. Authorities said she
was shot in the stomach.

According to reports, two
domestic disturbances calls
were reported from the house
in 2012.

The man and the woman
were living separately and it’s
is unclear why they were to-
gether.

The man was in custody to
be questioned and charges are
pending.

Man charged in death
of woman

A man was charged with
the death of a woman killed
crossing a street.

Last Thursday, January 2,
Erik Garza, 28, was charged
with falling to stop and render
aid, Harris County Sheriff ’s
Officers said.

Authorities said the woman
was struck by a blue Dodge
pickup around 8:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, January 1, in the

15200 block of Woodforest
near Onaleigh in Channel-
view. Garza hit the woman as
she was crossing the street
and then sped away. A license
plate was found at the scene
and Garza surrended the next
morning at a Sheriff ’s office
patrol substation. The identi-
ty of the woman has not been
released.

Harris County Sheriff’s Officers go to the house at Peppergate Lane to
investigate after ex-husband calls 911 telling about the shooting.
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NORTH SHORE

North Channel Chamber Office, I-10 in Woodforest
Bank Bldg

Pineforest Jewelry, Uvalde Rd

San Jacinto College North, Student Center & Library

Fonteno Court House, Wallisville Rd

East Houston Hospital, I-10

Foodtown, Uvalde Rd

Sellers Brothers Market, Uvalde Rd

YMCA, Wallisville Rd

Fiesta Market, I-10

HPD Substation, I-10

Federal Road Barber Shop, Uvalde @ Halifax

Panera Restaurant, Beltway 8 @ Wallisville

CiCi's Pizza, Uvalde @ Woodforest

Olive Garden, Wallisville @ Beltway 8

Shipley's Donuts, Uvalde @ I-10 E

Post Office, Mesa Road

Kroger's, Woodforest @ Beltway 8

Fuddruckers, Normandy Rd

Walgreens, Maxey Rd @ Woodforest

Senator Sylvia Garcia office, in Woodforest Bank
Bldg

North Channel Library, Wallisville Rd

North Shore High School, at Wallisville Rd

CHANNELVIEW

K&T Western Wear,Sheldon Rd

Post Office, Sheldon Rd

Channelview High School, Sheldon Rd

Woodforest Bank, Sheldon Rd

Channelview Admin Bldg, Sheldon Rd

Food Fair, Sheldon Rd @ I-10

Flukinger Comm Ctr, Lorenzo St

Holiday Inn, I-10 E

SHELDON

Sheldon ISD Admin Bldg.

C. E. King High School, Tidwell Rd

Kroger’s, Normandy at Woodforest

CLOVERLEAF

HC MUD #36, Hollywood St

Grayson Community Center, Corpus Christi St

Galena Park Admin Building, Beltway 8 at
Woodforest

CommunityBank of Texas, I-10 E @ Freeport

Gatti's Pizza, Uvalde

North Channel Assistance Ministries, Bonham @
Freeport

JACINTO CITY

City Hall, Main Street

El Ahorro Market, Main Street

Community Center/Senior Center, Oates Rd

Capital Bank, I-10 E

Jacinto City Branch Library, Akron St

State Rep Ana Hernandez office,Mercury Drive

Dairy Queen, Mercury Drive

Sellers Brothers Market, Market St

JC Police Dept., Market St

Market Street Feed Store, Market St

GALENA PARK

Baggett Community Center, Keene St

Post Office, Clinton Drive

Galena Park High School, Keene St

Galena Park City Hall, Clinton Drive

Galena Park Library, Keene St

McDonalds, Clinton Dr @ Main St

If you would like to be a PICK-UP LOCATION, let us know.
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By Ed Sterling
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AUSTIN — U.S. Health &
Human Services Secretary
Kathleen Sebelius received a
letter dated Jan. 2 from 10 state
attorneys general, expressing
concern over recent action
related to the enforcement of the
federal Affordable Care Act.

Texas Attorney General Greg
Abbott signed the letter along
with 10 other state attorneys
general who united in claiming

the federal Health & Human
Services agency has proposed
changes “that both compound
illegal executive action and fail
to protect the privacy of
consumers using the health
insurance exchanges.”

In the fall, President Obama
said it would be acceptable for
insurance companies to let
current heath policies remain in
effect for a year, even if those
policies do not meet all of the
Affordable Care Act’s coverage
requirements. But rather than
have Health & Human Services
accommodate an “administra-
tive fix” to the act as proposed
by President Obama, the
attorneys general suggested,
changes instead should come
through congressional action.

As to the privacy issue, the
attorneys general wrote of “the
widespread public outcry over
the security of consumers’
private information throughout
the enrollment process” and said
Health & Human Services
“needs to implement common-
sense safeguards, such as
criminal background checks, for
all persons with access to
sensitive personal information.”

Meanwhile, the Texas
Department of Insurance
scheduled a Jan. 6 hearing on
proposed state health care
regulations of healthcare
navigators, people who assist
other individuals through the
national health care exchange
sign-up process.

State Sen. Kirk Watson, D-
Austin, a few days before the
hearing, said, “My problem is
with things like fees for
navigators, who themselves are
prohibited from charging for
their services and the arbitrary
and unjustified addition of 40
hours to the existing federal
training requirements. The
Department needs to demon-
strate that these provisions are
not designed simply to put
navigators out of business.”

Meeting deals with quakes
Texas Railroad Commission,

the state agency that regulates
the oil and gas industry, on Jan.
3 hosted a town hall meeting in
Azle, a city straddling Tarrant

Attorneys general fire off
letter to Sebelius

and Parker counties, northwest
of Fort Worth.

Railroad Commissioner
David Porter listened to
residents’ concerns over recent
seismic activity in the area,
which many believe to be related
to gas and oil industry opera-
tions that have increased
dramatically over the last few
years.

According to the Railroad
Commission, Porter has been in
communication with the state
geologist in regards to a
potential study by the Bureau of
Economic Geology and the
commission staff “has inspected
every disposal well in the
impacted area for any viola-
tions, none of which have been
detected.”

But residents expressed
suspicions that drilling activi-
ties and disposal wells, where
waste fluids have been deposit-
ed, somehow might be related to
the slippage of geological
substrates.

Porter said, “The Railroad
Commission will continue to
diligently enforce its current
rules and regulations regarding
disposal and injection wells.”

Also, in a Jan. 3 statement,
the Texas Oil and Gas Associa-
tion said, “Safe and responsible
operations in the oil and gas
industry is priority one.
Discussion of seismic activity
and any possible correlation to
oil and gas operations is a
worthwhile exercise and the
issue warrants robust investiga-
tion to expand upon the
research we have on hand
today.”

Governor appoints Steen
Gov. Rick Perry on Jan. 3

announced the appointment of
John T. Steen Jr. of San Antonio
to the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board for a term
to being Jan. 8 and expire Aug.
31, 2019. The board sets policies
and coordinates efforts to
improve higher education in
Texas.

Steen served as Texas
Secretary of State from Novem-
ber 2012 to December 2013. He
also served as a commissioner
and past chair of the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage Commission,
as a board member of the Texas
Public Safety Commission, and
as a member of the Texas
Commission on Economy and
Efficiency in State Government.

2 philanthropists die
Jack Sawtelle Blanton, 86, of

Houston, a leader in the energy
industry, philanthropy and
higher education, died in
Houston on Dec. 28. The Jack S.
Blanton Museum of Art on the
campus of The University of
Texas at Austin was named in
his honor in 1997.

“The university has lost a
great friend,” said Bill Powers,
president of The University of
Texas at Austin.

Also on Dec. 28, business-
man, investor, political activist
and philanthropist Harold Clark
Simmons, 82, of Dallas, died.

Gov. Perry remembered
Simmons as a “true Texas giant”
whose “legacy of hard work and
giving, particularly to his
beloved University of Texas, will
live on for generations.”
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Barbers Hill✯ Dayton PRESS

By State Senator Sylvia
R. Garcia, Senate Dist. 6

Recently, I have been in-
spired by Pope Francis’ strong
stance against economic ine-
quality and his urging to fur-
ther support the poor among
us. Having read about Pope
Francis’ “One Human Family,
Food For All” campaign, I am
moved to pray and act to end
hunger, especially during this
holiday season.

The Pope’s message reso-
nates closely with the values
I learned growing up poor in
South Texas and having been
a recipient of the old commod-
ity food program. Despite our
family’s economic hardships,
my parents instilled the val-
ue of generosity in me and my
nine siblings. I give thanks to
my parents for teaching us
that everyone has something
to give, regardless of their cir-
cumstances and that everyone
should be treated with digni-
ty and respect.

During this holiday season,
as we gather with our families
and friends to exchange gifts,
express gratitude, and cele-
brate another year, let us re-
flect on the Pope’s message of
compassion and generosity for
those who are unnecessarily
hungry in this season of giv-
ing. Consider adding generos-
ity for those in need to your list
of 2014 New Year’s resolu-
tions.

In Harris County, there are
706,000 residents (18%) who
are food insecure. This means
that there was a time in the
previous year when they had

The Pope inspires to do more to fight hunger

difficulty meeting their food
needs. Some of these Harris
County residents are eligible
for federal and state food pro-
grams like SNAP (food
stamps), WIC (Women, Infants
& Children’s program) , and
free school lunches, but esti-
mates show that only about
55% of those who are eligible
actually access these pro-
grams. Additionally, many
with food insecurity simply do
not meet the low income qual-
ifications of these programs.

So what can we do to help
our neighbors in Harris Coun-
ty? Here are some ideas:

Encourage your faith-based
and non-faith based organiza-
tions to engage in the fight
against hunger by offering
meals at their location, espe-
cially during the summer and
after school when many chil-
dren cannot access free school
meals.

Help our food banks. Food
banks are a critical component
to filling the gap in food inse-
curity among our neighbors.
Your time, your voice, and your
money are invaluable resourc-
es in helping food banks fur-
ther their mission. Also,
volunteer at your local food
bank and pantry. Make it part

of your New Year’s resolution
to volunteer in 2014.

Use your voice to educate
and encourage your neighbors,
friends and family members to
contribute to a food bank, but
also encourage federal legisla-
tors to preserve and strength-
en the SNAP program and
other federal nutrition pro-
grams, which are currently
under consideration in the
Farm Bill to be passed after
the New Year. I will certainly
use my voice to encourage my
fellow State legislators to ex-
pand state food programs.

Food banks can also use
your dollars to buy food at
wholesale prices. This should
not discourage you from do-
nating non-perishable food
items, but dollars can be lever-
aged to feed more families. I
applaud Mayor Annise Park-
er and the Houston Inaugural
Organizing Committee for or-
ganizing an event at the Hous-
ton Food Bank on January
2nd, where 100% of donations
will go to the food bank.

Like the Pope says, let’s
“place ourselves at the service
of the poor.” Think of creative
ways to truly make a differ-
ence next year.

OPINION
By State Senator Sylvia Garcia

When I clicked my left boot
into the bindings on the long ski,
my balance was a little shaky
at first but within seconds, I
found the sweet spot.  I’d been
skiing before but three years
has past since my last trip
(which, incidentally, was my
first) and these were my first
burgeoning moments back on
the New Mexican ski slopes.

Admittedly, I was a bit wob-
bly at first but after a minute
or so, I was ready for the slopes.
My kids picked it up again
quickly as well. Just like riding
a bike I guess.  In just a  few
minutes after we arrived, we
were back on the bunny slopes
easing down the small hills at
the Angel Fire Ski Resort in
Northern New Mexico.

If you’ve never been there,
Angel Fire is a delightful village
in Northern New Mexico Rock-
ies and has a base elevation of
8,600 feet above sea level.
Looming over the village is an
impressive 10,677 foot summit
that sports over 500 acres of
skiable terrain.

While we arrived right at
sundown, I could tell the town
of about 1,000 had a quaint
mountain feel made for a tour-
ist like me.  The main drag that
led me to the ski lodge was lined
with inviting restaurants and
ski gear rental shops and I could
tell that my wife and kids would
have a great time shopping for
souvenirs.

We pulled into the Angel Fire
Resort around 5pm Mountain
Time, checked in at the lodge,
and headed two blocks away to
the condo we rented at the Snow
Fire complex.  The condos were
big, two bedroom, two bath liv-
ing quarters with a fully stocked
kitchen and a laundry room that

With Russell A. Graves

TEXAS

Angel  Fire

made staying and preparing
meals easy.  We were only a cou-
ple of blocks from the ski lifts
and the nearly constant shuttle
service made getting your gear
from the condo to the slopes
easy.

The Angel Fire Resort is an
all-inclusive property that un-
doubtedly gears towards hospi-
tality for its guests.  In the lobby
of the resort are a couple of res-
taurants, gift shop, coffee shop,
an indoor swimming pool, and
gear rental - everything you
need for a long weekend of ski-
ing.

After a couple of warm up
runs on the bunny slopes, we
caught the bigger lifts and went

up the mountain.  Admittedly, I
am not an expert skier.  I can
keep my balance, turn to where
I want to go, and stop on de-
mand.  As such, my taste in ski
slopes mirrors my affinity for
dirt roads.  I like the paths
where you can go slow and see
the scenery.  At the top of the
Chili Express lift, the green
marked, Heading Home trail is
a relatively flat trail that takes
you across the top of the moun-
tain back down to the bottom of
the mountain.  Along the way
more experienced skiers can
take the more challenging blue
and black trails but they look
too steep for me.  I’m content to
ski right past them.

Crime Watch
Meeting

On 1st Thursday of 2014,
approximately 500 deeply
concerned citizens gathered
at First Baptist Church
Highlands in response to the
crime and safety concerns for
the Highlands area. These
citizens, Sherriff Adrian
Garcia, Constable Ken Jones,
and several other Harris
County officers are to be
commended for their atten-
dance. Highlands resident
and event organizer Mike
James is living proof that one
person can make a difference
for good. It is imperative that
this January 2nd meeting is
the beginning of a movement,
and not just a one-time
gathering. Over 300 persons
put their name on the dotted
line to register for the
Highlands Crime Watch
Program.  These are the
people who are committed to
taking action and making a
difference.

One recurrent theme that
was expressed during the
Thursday night meeting is
the need for prayer for our
community. God’s Power and
Peace is stronger than any
evil. Christ-followers and
churches are challenged to
pray for the men and women
who daily stand to protect us
in their Law Enforcement
roles.  Intercede  for the
safety of the men, women,
and families in our homes
and businesses. Prayer is
greater  than one more  New
Year resolution- prayer is a
lifestyle of faith and trust
expressed in continual
submission to God and His
Will. Although it is appropri-
ate to voice specific requests
to God, the true spirit of
prayer is not just to talk to
God because we have
troubles. Prayer is intimacy
in a love relationship with
God. Christ-followers who
love truth will pray directly
and specifically for physical
safety but will also talk to
God regarding His Will.
Christ-followers are under
authority- the authority of
God’s Word. The demand is
that we be hearers and doers
of the Word. But prove
yourselves doers of the word,
and not merely hearers who
delude themselves  James
1:22 As doers of the Word,
get involved in making a
spiritual difference and in
combating crime.

Commitment and organi-
zation are essential for a
Crime Watch to protect our
homes and businesses.
Commitment and organiza-
tion is demanded by God
Himself for Christ-followers
to have a supernatural
impact in the lives of people.
If we keep doing the same
things, we will keep getting
the same results. That is a
truism physically and
spiritually. There is a direct
correlation between hearing
and obeying God’s Word and
whether an area is victimized
by evil. Highlands and this
area will change as individu-
al hearts change. God’s Word
and His grace transforms
hearts. Make a difference by
a lifestyle that honors God.
As you hear and do God’s
Word, Highlands will not be
the same. Love Truth! If
Christ-followers dare to ask
God to bless and protect our
community, we must first
commit to obey God’s Word.

Community transforma-
tion is all about taking
action. Get involved with the
Crime Watch.  Be vigilant in
protecting your home or
business without being a
vigilante.  Commit to hear
and obey God’s Word by
personal study and church
involvement. Love truth and
live truth day by day in 2014!

NEWS
VIEWS

BY PASTOR TIM
EDWARDS

✯
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ASK THE EXPERTS

The women of the “Lone
Star State” have a rich histo-
ry. Women of the State of Tex-
as have made many historical
contributions to this great
state and deserve to be noted.
The Chambers County Histor-
ical Commission (CCHC) is
proud to announce the essay
contest for the 2013-2014
school year.

Guidelines: All essay en-
tries should be typed on 8 1/2
x 11" paper, using “Times New
Roman” font, size 12. Top and
bottom page margins are to be
one inch, with side margins
being 1.25 inches. Essays must
be submitted in English. A
minimum of four (4) referenc-
es are needed; no more than
two (2) may be Internet refer-
ences. Research references
should be listed on a separate
page, but not counted as part
of the essay length. The cover
page is not counted as page
count of the essay and must
include the following: Name
and grade of the student,
Name of school, address, city,
and contact number, name of
the teacher, title of essay. Es-

Calling all 7 through 12 grade
students in Chambers County

says should be stapled once in
the top left-hand corner in the
following order: cover page,
body of essay, reference page.
Essays which do not follow
these guidelines will not be
read. All essays become the
property of CCHC and will not
be returned.

There are two divisions:
Seventh-Ninth and Tenth-
Twelfth Grades. Each student
in these grades in Chambers
County is eligible to enter. Sev-
enth - Ninth Grade Essay and
Tenth -Twelfth Grade Essay
requirements are the same,
but will be graded on level.
The body of the essay can be
no less than two and one-half
pages and no more than five
and one-half pages in length.
There are no word count re-
quirements. The topic: “Wom-
en in Texas History from
Beginning to 1900.” Write a
biographical essay about a
woman who contributed to the
history of the State of Texas.
This can be any woman born
from the beginning of time of
Texas History through the
year 1900. The woman may

not have been born in Texas
but moved to Texas and must
have made substantial histor-
ical contributions to the state.
References must be able to be
substantiated.

Essays will be judged using
writing guide-lines. Voice,
theme, syntax and semantics
of sentence structure, transi-
tions, paragraphing, editing,
etc. will be considered impor-
tant in the judging of each es-
say. Each participant should
use the writing process of pre-
writing, drafting, revising,
proofreading and publishing
his/her essay.

It is important to note that
each student may participate
individually. Essays may be
given to your teacher, the
Chambers County Historical
Commission Museum, or
mailed to the CCHC, P.O. Box
206, Anahuac, TX 77514. The
winners from each school in
Chambers County will be
awarded a trophy and a mon-
etary gift. The deadline for the
essays to be turned in is April
4, 2014. Winners will be noti-
fied by May 4, 2014.

HOUSTON, TX – The Har-
ris County Sheriff ’s Office
(HCSO) invites you to the first
Citizens Police Academy
(CPA) of 2014. The classes be-
gin February 13, 2014 and will
be held at 15555 Stuebner Air-
line at the Champions Forest
Baptist Church every Thurs-
day from 7 to 10 p.m.

The Citizens Police Acade-
my is a once-a-week, 13-week
program. It is designed to give
residents a working knowl-
edge of the Harris County
Sheriff ’s Office, including po-
lice procedures and protocol.

Through the CPA’s interac-
tive courses, participants
learn many aspects of law en-
forcement, such as the Texas

Registration now open for HCSO’S
first citizen police academy of 2014

Penal Code, Patrol Procedures,
Gang Awareness, Terrorism
and many other topics. Resi-
dents will gain a better under-
standing of how police services
are conducted in their commu-
nities and see “how and why”
deputies make some of their
decisions in the course of their
duties.

Graduates of the CPA play
a vital role in their communi-
ty by improving communica-
tion between citizens and law
enforcement and by providing
local input and support
throughout the county. The
HCSO hopes the graduates
will become partners with the
agency in identifying problems
and solutions to the crime is-

sues affecting our community.
The CPA is free and enroll-

ment is open to qualified indi-
viduals, but space is limited.
Applicants must be at least 21
years of age and reside in Har-
ris County. A thorough back-
ground check will be
conducted on each applicant.

Residents interested in par-
ticipating in the CPA may
download an application by
visiting the HCSO’s website at
www.harriscountyso.org. They
may also pick up an applica-
tion at any HCSO storefront
or by contacting the HCSO’s
Community Services Division
at 713-759-9454. All applica-
tions must be turned in no lat-
er than February 11, 2014.

LIBERTY, January 6, 2014 -
Though recent increases in flu ac-
tivity are not unusual, Texas is-
sued flu testing and treatment
guidance today to doctors and is
continuing to encourage everyone
to get vaccinated now to protect
themselves.

The level of flu-like illness is
classified as “high” in Texas, and
medical providers are seeing an
increase in flu in multiple parts
of the state. Unusually severe cas-
es of flu-like illness are routinely
investigated during the flu season
by local health departments in
coordination with the Texas De-
partment of State Health Servic-
es. H1N1 is the most common
circulating flu strain so far this
season. This year’s flu vaccine in-
cludes protection against the
most common flu strains, includ-
ing H1N1.

DSHS advises clinicians to
consider antiviral treatment,
even if an initial rapid-flu test
comes back negative. A negative
result does not exclude a diagno-

Texas encourages vigilance in flu treatment
sis of flu in a patient with suspect-
ed illness. Antiviral treatment is
recommended for anyone with
confirmed or suspected flu who is
hospitalized, has severe or pro-
gressive illness or is at a higher
risk for complications.

“Flu is on the rise and causing
severe illness in certain people. It
is not unexpected this time of
year, but it’s a good reminder for
people to get vaccinated and stay
home if they’re sick,” said Dr. Dav-
id Lakey, DSHS commissioner.
“Flu can be deadly. People who
have not been vaccinated should
do so now. It’s the best defense we
have.”

Flu is a serious disease that
kills an average of 23,600 Ameri-
cans a year, according to esti-
mates from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
People over 65, pregnant women,
young children and people with
chronic health conditions are
most at risk for complications, so
it’s especially important for them
to be vaccinated.

Flu cases and flu-related
deaths in adults are not required
to be reported to DSHS. Health-
care providers are required to re-
port pediatric flu deaths to their
local health department within
one business day. There are no
confirmed pediatric flu deaths in
Texas this season.

DSHS recommends everyone
six months old and older get vac-
cinated. People should talk to
their health care provider about
the best type of flu vaccine for
them. A nasal spray version is
available for healthy people ages
2 to 49 who are not pregnant, and
a high-dose vaccine is approved
for people 65 and older.

Dr. Lakey also urged people to
follow standard illness-preven-
tion steps:

Wash hands frequently with
soap and water or alcohol-based
hand sanitizer;_Cover coughs and
sneezes;_Stay home if sick_For
more information, go to
www.TexasFlu.org.

FINE JEWELRY
With Jim Mills

The ancient Romans and
Greeks had a lot of powerful be-
liefs about diamonds, including
ideas that diamonds were the
tears of the gods or possibly even
splinters that had broken off of
falling stars. Roman literature,
which first made mention of dia-
monds in the first century AD,
also stated that Cupid’s irresist-
ible arrows were tipped with dia-
monds. Classical Greek
philosopher Plato went even fur-
ther to write about diamonds as
living beings that embodied celes-
tial spirits.  The Hindus, who were
known to use diamonds in the
eyes of their statues, believed that
diamonds were created when
bolts of lightning struck rocks.

Diamond Jim... what did the ancients
believe about diamonds?

Diamonds were also believed to
attract lightning bolts.  In Persian
culture, there exists a myth that
God had no need for diamonds,
gold, or any other precious met-
als or gems when he created the
world. Satan, however, took notice
that Eve loved the brightly col-
ored flowers in the Garden of
Eden and thus created gemstones
in the same hues to tempt hu-
mans.  In ancient times, Kings
were known to lead wars on the
battlefield wearing heavy leath-
er breastplates studded with dia-
monds. It was believed that
diamonds possessed God-given
magical qualities and superpow-
ers far beyond the understanding
of ordinary humans.  At one time,

Jewish high priests used dia-
monds to determine the inno-
cence or guilt of someone accused
of a crime. Their belief was that a
diamond held before a guilty per-
son would dull and darken, while
a diamond held before an inno-
cent person would glow with in-
creased brilliance. Their
reasoning? The more truthful
someone was, the more the dia-
mond placed before them would
sparkle.

If you have questions pertain-
ing to jewelry, watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious metals,
and other questions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com
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ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

Sheldon Appliances

Visa
Master Card
Discover

Fax (281) 456-0065

Factory Service
281-456-9400

14-tfn

www.facebook.com/
StarCourier

CALL 281-328-9605 to place your Business Card in our Directory. Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message. Only $10 per week. $40 per month.

Your BUSINESS Ad in the
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10% off Labor with this ad

10% off Labor with this ad

www.remaxbaytown.com
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4515 Ferry Rd.
Baytown, TX. 77521
Cell: 281-830-3948
Office: 281-839-1889
Cshepherd@remax.net

Eastside

Each Office Independently Own and Operated

Christine Shepherd
Broker/Owner

Medrano’s Superior
Tile & Marble

281-479-0000
281-486-0004

Call us today for your free Estimate!

Floors / Kitchens & Baths
Carpet / Wood & More

1009 Center St & 1825 El Dorado

Tub - To - Shower Specialists

1-1

Each Office Independently Owned and
Operated

Premier
Holly Jackson

Broker

2-8

11340 Eagle Drive, Suite 2
Baytown, Texas 77523
Office: (281) 576-6000
Cell: (281) 615-8410
hollyjackson@remax.net
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The Christmas and New
Year celebrations are over and
we should now be back at the
old routine of winter.  I always
regret the end of the holiday
period and that we just fin-
ished is no exception.  This was
however a little different for
me.   This was the first time in
more than twenty years I
wasn’t at home at Christmas
time with most of my family,
which is growing smaller as
the year’s progress.

For the first time in my life
I spent the Christmas holiday
with David here in Crosby.  He
and I had a good celebration
for a few days before Christ-
mas and sometime later.   I
arrived in Crosby this year
about mid-December which is
some three weeks earlier than
usual.  While this was my first
time away from home on
Christmas it was the first
Christmas in about twenty
years that David has had a
family member to celebrate
Christmas.  Unfortunately be-
ing a chemist in a chemical
plant he has had to work on
Christmas day about 17 out of
the last twenty years.

It doesn’t seem possible but
this is my 14th winter in Cros-
by and about 17 or 18 visits
here during that period.  Lin-
da and I started visiting Dave
in Crosby in 1999, right after
he moved to this fine commu-
nity.  Another thing that

TOUCH OF LIFE
By Don Springer

✯
Back in Crosby

doesn’t seem possible is that
he has been a Texas resident
for more than 30 years.  Time
does fly!  I still think of him
as a West Virginian but he has
lived in Texas at least five
years more than in the Moun-
tain State.

We don’t have any great
plans for the winter except to
stay warm and do some trav-
eling in the great state of Tex-
as over the next few weeks.
We hope to take our first trip
next week and haven’t decid-
ed where to visit but I suspect
this year we will start around
the border.

It has been a few weeks
since I have written a column
for my Texas readers or for
those back home but a couple
of hospitalizations and other
medical problems have kept
my activities limited.  I under-
went the knife more times in
October and November than I
like to remember.   I’m back
on the mend now so should
have a column often.

Old English sheepdog Mag-

gie and I are once again tak-
ing a walk twice a day in New-
port or elsewhere in Crosby so
we are enjoying seeing many
sights we have seen before and
seeing a lot of familiar faces.
Maggie, now 13, has to under-
go the knife shortly.  She has
an upper jaw problem that has
to be operated on within the
next few weeks.  I talked with
our vet here a couple of
months ago by phone and
made some arrangements
which were finalized this past
Monday.  Maggie and I are get-
ting old together.

I’m no cook so once again I
am frequenting most of the
area restaurants on a regular
basis.  When Brent is working
I always eat out.  If you see me
around give me a shout for a
few words or longer conversa-
tion.  Always glad to see and
talk to old friends as well as
new ones.

Such are the people,
places and things that have
touched my life in my home!

1. Is the book of Delilah in the
Old or New Testament or neither?

2. In Acts 8, the Ethiopian eu-
nuch that Philip met was under
what queen? Hephzibah, Esther,
Azubah, Candace

3. From Psalm 23, what did the
psalmist say would follow him,

goodness and ... ? Love, Mercy,
Despair, Vanity

4. Who, along with his men, hid
in caves to avoid the wrath of
Saul? Solomon, Ezekiel, David,
Job

5. In John 8, “He that is with-
out sin among you, let him first
cast a stone at ... “? Evil, Him,
Priest, Her

6. From Genesis 20, who was
king of Gerar? Abimelech, Ahab,
Zedekiah, Josiah

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2) Can-
dace; 3) Mercy; 4) David; 5) Her;
6) Abimelech

Impression or
Impact in 2014

This New Years Day morn-
ing a friend named Larry came
by. Knowing how I enjoy craft-
ing knives, he showed me an
article about Everette
Johnson, a man born with no

arms, who makes knives.
Then Larry handed me one of
Johnson’s knives. I was
speechless and inspired in the
same moment by the gift I held
in my hands and the friend-
ship I felt in my heart.

This event did not make an
impression on me; it left an im-
pact.  I have a gift for you, dear
reader.  A gift that will make
an impact, especially if you
know the story, “For God so
loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believes in Him
will not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.” (John 3:16)

✯
LITTLE

BIDDY BITS
By Danny Biddy

By Lisa Naasz
Children’s Librarian, Crosby
Branch

“Experts tell us that chil-
dren need to hear a thou-
sand stories read aloud
before they begin to learn
to read for themselves.” -
Mem Fox in Reading Mag-
ic

1000 books sounds like a
lot, but it is a very doable
and worthwhile goal for ev-
ery parent. If you read just
one story a day —just 5 to
15 minutes of your time—
you will achieve this goal in
less than three years. If you
read three books a day, you
will have read 1000 books
in one year! The Stratford
and Crosby Children’s Li-
brarians have teamed up
with other children’s librar-
ians in the Harris County
Library System to create a
self-paced program that is
easy and fun to help you to
keep track of all those
books. 1001 Books Before
Kindergarten consists of
ten reading logs featuring
a different animal on the

Jennifer Spitz reading to her daughter, Judith Spitz

Library program 1001 Books
Before Kindergarten

cover. On the back are tips
and quotes for the parents.
Every time you and your
child read a book together,
color in one of the 100 stars
on the inside of the reading
log. When you are finished
with 100 books, unfold the
reading log and color the
large picture of the log’s
featured animal. Repeat
with all ten logs, available
at your local Harris Coun-
ty Library or online at
www.hcpl.net. When all ten
logs are completed, come to

the library for a certificate
featuring all ten animals
celebrating your accom-
plishment!

By making reading with
your child a daily habit, you
will be doing one of the best
things you can to get your
child ready for school and
for life. You will also create
warm and lasting memo-
ries of special times spent
together. For more infor-
mation or to sign up for the
program, visit your local li-
brary in Highlands or Cros-
by.

Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

ROBERT WOODALL ENTERPRISES
HVAC Products

8314 Thompson Rd         281-843-2921
Highlands, TX 77562

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS
P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX

281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565     Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

Your ad could be here
Just $10 a week.

Call 281-328-9605 to
find out more information.

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m.-1p.m.

KWIK KAR OIL & LUBE
Operated By Chris & Jennifer Arnold

11525 Eagle Drive
281-385-LUBE (5823)

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                            5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

Be alert. Continue strong in the
faith. Have courage and be

strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

Pride only breeds quarrels, but
widom is found in those who
take advice. Proverbs 13:25

KMCO, INC.
Custom Chemical Manufacturer

16503 Ramsey Rd.,    Crosby  281-328-3501

Your ad could be here
Just $10 a week.

Call 281-328-9605 to
find out more information.

I can do everything through him
who gives me strength.

Phillipians 4:13

Once more the humble will rejoice
in the Lord; the needy will rejoice

in the Holy One of Israel
Isaiah 29: 10

www.starcouriernews.com

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955  Eagle Drive 281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the aged,
show respect for the elderly and

revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

facebook.com/StarCourier
&

facebook.com/NorthChannelStar
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FOUR newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 55,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $15 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 281-328-9605

MISC. FOR SALE

OUTBOARD
MOTOR,
8 HP YAMAHA, l ike
new, long shaft for sail-
boat, can be seen in
Clear Lake. $890 obo.
713-252-8000.

              59-tfn

RENT/LEASE

OFFICE SPACE
for lease in profession-
al bldg. in Crosby. 260
sq. ft. to 1000 sq. ft. Very
nice, reasonable. Call
281-328-3468.

                      1-3

REAL STATE

FOR SALE:
Commercial building.
$125,000.00. 2118-A
Kenning Road, Crosby,
Tx. Approx. 1500 sq. ft.
on 1 acre Office Space
or Shop. Call Broker /
Velma Ellison
281-328-8700.

                       50-1

DRIVERS WANTED

DRIVERS: BE A
part of a winning team
Local & Dedicated, Bay-
town & Channelview.
Avg. pay over 200.00
per day, Benefits, Many
Bonuses! CDL-A, 1yr
OTR T/T Exp., TWIC, X
End, Req.
1-888-880-5915

                       1-3

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

APPLIANCE
TECHNICIAN
Must have 5 years ap-
pliance repair experi-
ence. Will furnish
vehicle or drive your
own. Must pass drug
and background test.
Call 713-451-0753.
EEO.

                     01-4

HELP WANTED

DRIVERS:
$500 Sign On Bonus!
Regional Company
Drivers Needed in the
Houston area. Out and
Back runs-500 miles or
less. Great Home Time.
Requirements: 18mos
Current or 24mos out of
last 48mo T/T exp, CDL-
A with Tanker and
Hazmat. Highway
Transport Offers: Paid
Orientation, Excellent
Benefits, TWIC Assis-
tance Available. Safety
Focused Quality Driven.
“Our CSA rating reflects
our commitment” EOE/
M/F/V/D Apply Online
Now!
 www.drive4hyttchemical.com
800-818-0996 ext 206

                       1-3

HELP WANTED

HARRIS COUNTY
FWSD 47 is looking
for someone with a

Water and
Wastewater license.
Competative wages,
insurance, vacation

and sick time
benefits. Please fax

resume to
281-452-9099 or

e-mail to
harrisfwsd@aol.com

DRIVERS WANTED

Classified
Call

281-328-9605

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND INTENT TO
OBTAIN WATER QUALITY PERMIT RENEWAL
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CLUBS, ORGANIZATIONS

PASADENA, Texas – Like
an infamous cinematic line,
the City of La Porte recently
made an offer San Jacinto Col-
lege just could not refuse.

The College is now home to
a 1997 Ferrara fire truck that
will serve as a major training
tool for cadets of the Firefight-
er Training Academy. This lat-
est addition to the fire
protection program comes at
the price of $1 and adds to
another fire truck contribution
made by the city earlier this
year.

For Firefighter Training
Academy cadet Genise Will-
iams, training on fire trucks
adds a much-needed element
to an already thorough pro-
gram.

“As cadets, we go through
very rigorous training to pre-
pare us for what we will face
one day,” said Williams.

La Porte fire truck goes to new
home at San Jacinto College

San Jacinto College Firefighter Training Academy cadets perform skill demonstrations using the Ferrara fire truck from the
City of La Porte. Pictured left to right: Daniel Smith, Firefighter Training Academy cadet; Joseph Brysch, San Jacinto
College fire protection technology program director; Dr. Brenda Hellyer, San Jacinto College Chancellor; Mayor Louis
Ridgy, City of La Porte; Donald Ladd, assistant chief of the La Porte Fire Department; and Genise Williams, Firefighter
Training Academy cadet. Photo credit: Jeannie Peng-Armao, San Jacinto College marketing, public relations, and
government affairs department.

“Learning the various opera-
tions and all of the little de-
tails that go along with a fire
truck prepares us even more
for when we arrive on a scene.”

The San Jacinto College
Firefighter Training Academy
delivers 592 hours of training
over seven courses, compared
to the 468 hours required by
the state. Once certified, ca-
dets have a choice of further-
ing their education to include
an Associate of
Applied Science in Firefight-
ing.

“Supporting the San Jacin-
to College Firefighter Training
Academy is very important,
not only for the cadets who are
training, but to the citizens of
La Porte because a lot of these
student come back to us to
work as firefighters,” said La
Porte Mayor Louis Rigby.

In fact, the fire protection

degree program at San Jacin-
to College was started by a
volunteer La Porte firefighter
in the early 1980s. Since that
time, the program has grown
to include the Firefighter
Training Academy, which is
currently conducting classes
46 and 47. Cadets in these
classes are scheduled to grad-
uate in May.

“The key to our students’
success is the generous sup-
port from our community,” said
Dr. Brenda Hellyer, San Jacin-
to College Chancellor. “Our
cadets will one day serve as
our community firefighters,
and we thank the City of La
Porte for recognizing and sup-
porting our mission to provide
the very best in training and
education to our students who
are preparing for their careers
in public safety.”

STERLING ~ WHITE
FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY

11011 CROSBY-LYNCHBURG RD.
HIGHLANDS, TX 77562

(281) 426-3555
WWW.STERLINGWHITE.COM

DO YOUR FAMILY A FAVOR!
GIVE YOUR FAMILY THE GIFT OF PEACE OF MIND.
PREPLAN YOUR FINAL ARRANGEMENTS TODAY1 !

WE ALL PLAN FOR THE “JUST IN CASE”

• CAR INSURANCE “JUST IN CASE” WE HAVE AN ACCIDENT=

• HOME OWNERS’ INSURANCE “ JUST IN CASE” WE HAVE A FIRE

• COLLEGE FUND “JUST IN CASE” OUR KIDS GO TO COLLEGE

DOESN’T IT MAKE GOOD SENSE TO PLAN FOR THE INEVITIBLE?

BEFORE WE DIE SHOULDN’T WE PROVIDE A PLAN FOR OUR FAMILIES
TO FOLLOW?

PREPLANNING WILL:

• PROVIDE THE MOST LOVING GIFT YOU CAN GIVE TO YOUR FAMILY

• STOP INFLATION BY FREEZING THE COST AT TODAY’S PRICES

• REFLECT YOUR EXPRESSED WISHES

• ALLOW YOU TO PREFUND ARRANGEMENTS AT TODAY’S PRICES

• OFFER PAYMENT PLANS THAT FIT YOUR BUDGET.

GET A FREE EXPRESSED WISHES PLANNING GUIDE TODAY! NO OBLIGATION!

CALL 281.426.3555 TODAY.

START YOUR CEMETERY PREARRANGEMENTS TODAY. PURCHASE TWO
PLOTS FOR AS LITTLE AS $250 DOWNPAYMENT AND $40.00/MONTH*

Call 281.426.3555 FOR DETAILS.

*TWO SPACES in restricted area of Garden of Love for $1995.00 plus Perpetual Care.
10% down payment REQUIRED.

*For additional information regarding preplanning go to www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

HOUSTON - Two graduates of
San Jacinto College's Intentional
Connections program were recently
recognized for achievements. From
left, college preparatory instructor
and Intentional Connections men-
tor Darlene McClain; student Jorge
Escamilla, who earned a welding
technology certificate of technolo-
gy; welding instructor Tino Guajar-
do; student Jerrell Goudeau, who
earned a welding technology cer-
tificate of technology; and Myrna
Gonzalez, college preparatory in-
structor and Intentional Connec-
tions coordinator. The North Cam-
pus Intent iona l  Connect ions
program provides mentoring to
lower level developmental students
who struggle with core subjects,
but want to complete college and
improve their lives.
Photo by Rob Vanya

PASADENA, Texas – The Fall
2013 semester at San Jacinto Col-
lege has been one filled with ac-
tivities promoting the areas of
science, technology, engineering,
and math, also referred to as the
STEM fields.

San Jacinto College considers
STEM education a high priority
due to national student interest
declining in science and math.
Yet, in the Houston metroplex, 52
percent of STEM jobs require an
associate degree, according to The
Brookings Institution.

Since its formation, the STEM
Council at San Jacinto College
has scheduled events throughout
this year to engage both students
and the community in STEM ac-
tivities and to educate about the
career opportunities in the relat-
ed fields.

Some of the events have in-
cluded Engineering Day, where
students had the opportunity to
meet university representatives
from engineering programs
across Texas; robotics competi-
tions for the public and student
volunteers; the NASA Micrograv-

A semester of science, technology, engineering,
and math (STEM) at San Jacinto College

San Jacinto College math and engineering professor Nate Wiggins (right) observes
as Galena Park ISD students operated a robotics device during the recent STREAM
meeting, where visiting eighth-graders collaborated with San Jacinto College
students on projects incorporating concepts from the disciplines of Science,
Technology, Reading, Engineering, Allied Health, and Math (STREAM). The GPISD
students include, from left, Tylar Perkins, Giselle Reyes, and Aatika Rizwan.

          Photo by Rob Vanya

ity Project; visits from STEM professionals, like Fred Haise, former
Apollo 13 astronaut; and participation in community events, like Fam-
ily Earth Science Festival at the Houston Museum of Natural Science.

Intentional Connections graduates recognized


