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COMMUNITY INSIGHT:

Houston Texans Foundation
donates to local school district

AT THE WHITE HOUSE:

San Jacinto College commits
to expand college access

Christmas Season starts in Jacinto City

Christmas
Remembrance Tree

Carter Funeral Home has a
Christmas Remembrance Tree in
effect until January 21, 2015.
You can hang a Christmas Orna-
ment personalized with the
name of your departed loved
one, which will be your to keep
after the holidays. For addition-
al information, please call 713-
455-5100. Carter Funeral Home
is located 13701 Corpus Christi
Street.

Galena Park ISD
Fine Arts Holiday
Calendar
• Friday, December 12
North Shore Middle School
Band
Holiday Concert
NSSH Auditorium, 7:00 pm.
See more on page 6.

Channelview ISD
Holiday Calendar
• Thursday, Dec. 11: 5:30 PM -
7:30 PM Family Math Night-
Brown Elementary.
• 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Schochler
E l e m e n t a r y  H o n o r  C h o i r
Christmas Concert @ Schochle.
• 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm Aguirre &
Johnson JH Choirs Concert @
CHS Auditorium.
• 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm Anthony
Aguirre JH Band Holiday Concert
@ AAJH .See more on page 6

Harris County Sheriff’s Office elves
deliver toys to abused children

Tradition of Parade, Music, Santa & Tree Lighting

Santa, Mrs. Claus and the HCSO elves made a stop at the Children’s Assessment Center (CAC) past Friday, December 5 to deliver a truck-load of toys to abused children. The toys
were delivered this morning in an 18-wheeler preceded by a caravan with Santa, Mrs. Claus, Sheriff Garcia, the HCSO Mounted Patrol, and other members of the Sheriff’s Office.
Now in its 20th year, the HCSO’s annual toy delivery has granted Christmas toy wishes to thousands of clients of the Children’s Assessment Center. The toys are destined for clients
of the CAC, whose mission is to provide a professional, compassionate, and coordinated approach to the treatment of sexually abused children and their families and to serve as
an advocate for all children in our community.

Houston Texans Foundation
donates $10,000 toward new
playground equipment at De
Zavala.

Houston Texans Foundation
recently brought smiles to the
faces of happy children at staff
members at De Zavala Elemen-
tary School.

Before the kickoff of Hous-
ton’s home game against Ten-
nessee at NRG Stadium on Nov.
30, representatives from the
Texans presented the school
with a $10,000 grant through
the National Football League’s
Play 60 program.

De Zavala teachers Andrea
Marquez, Justin Jackson and
Monica Coody had submitted
their grant request to the Tex-
ans Foundation earlier this
year.

Funds from the grant will be
used for new playground equip-
ment for the campus. Represen-
tatives from the Texans, as well
as De Zavala students and staff
will formally dedicate the play-
ground site later this spring.

De Zavala Elementary teachers Andrea Marquez, Justin Jackson and
Monica Coody accepted a $10,000 grant donation on behalf of the
school from the Houston Texans Foundation before a recent game
at NRG Stadium. The funds will go toward new playground equipment
for the campus.

PASADENA, Texas December 4, 2014 – To-
day in Washington, D.C., San Jacinto College
Chancellor Dr. Brenda Hellyer, will join Presi-
dent Obama, the First Lady, and Vice President
Biden, along with hundreds of college presidents
and other higher education leaders, to announce
new actions to help more students prepare for
and graduate from college.

The White House College Opportunity Day of
Action helps support the President’s commitment
to partner with colleges and universities, busi-
ness leaders, and nonprofits to support students
across the country to help our nation reach its
goal of leading the world in college degree attain-
ment.

Making sure students complete what they
started has always been a priority for San Jacin-
to College, and participation in today’s White
House Summit will build on existing initiatives
and efforts already in place to promote complet-
ing a college degree. Among those initiatives are
Intentional Connections, College Success Inter-
ventions, Men of Honor and Women of Integrity,
Acceleration in Mathematics (AIM), student suc-
cess courses and faculty advising attached to the
course, and an integrated reading and writing
program.

See COMMITMENT, page 6

San Jacinto College System Chancellor Brenda
Hellyer attended the summit, and commited to
increasing the graduation rate.

Santa on the Fire
Truck - Dec. 13

Santa Claus, riding atop a fire
truck, will circulate throughout
Jacinto City on Saturday, Dec.
13, beginning at 8:00 a.m. San-
ta and his helpers will be distrib-
uting bags of candy to children.

North Shore Senior
Dance
North Shore Senior Citizens hold
a monthly dance the second
Thursday of every month from 1
- 4 pm at the Grayson/Baldree
Building, Corpus Christi street.
Live bands and refreshments.
Cost is $ 5/per person. For more
information call 713-455-3660.

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON opened last Saturday, in Jacinto City, with the Annual
Christmas Parade down Market Street, ending at the TownCenter. Prominent in the
Parade was Santa Claus, riding on a Jacinto City fire truck. Heading the Parade was a
float with city officials, Congressman Gene Green and Sheila Jackson Lee.

About 25 units were in the Parade, and prizes were awarded by the three judges.
Awards were: Most Beautiful, Chica’s Revolution Zumba; Most Original, Jacinto City
Elementary; Best Marching/Walking, Scroggins Toe-Tappers; Mayor’s Choice, North Chan-

nel Martial Arts; and Honorable Mention, Galena Park Jacketeers.
Hundreds watched the parade on Market Street, and then assembled at the

TownCenter for the program. Trophies were awarded at this ceremony, and music
was provided by the Roger Matheny Family, and performed by Councilman Allen
Lee and the Jacinto City Elementary Honor Choir. Santa was present in the Gazebo
to greet and hear childrens wishes, and the finale was the lighting of the Tree.

MORE PHOTOS IN NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE OF THE NORTH CHANNEL STAR
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A gala dinner was held on Dec. 5 at the Monument Inn for local ambulance crews.  Crosby Volunteer Fire Chief Alan Kulak was
recognised for the coordination and mutual assistance between Harris County Emergency Service #5 and Crosby Volunteer Fire
Dept.

Paramedics recognize service to area

Christy Graves is presented an award by Joann
Kuritz  for 10 years as Coordinator of Services for
HCESD#5, director of the ambulance service has
been with the service for 17 years. Previously, 2.5
years was the record.

John Strawbridge has served on HCESD#5 Board for
10 years. His experience as an engineer and
knowledge of the history and functions of HCESD#5
has been a valuable asset.

Jeanette Thompson has served Crosby’s ambulance
service for 20 years as an employee for HCESD#5.
She was said to soon be the first person to retire
from Crosby’s service.

Randy Wooten and  Theresa Aldy received special recognition with a joint CPR Life Saver Award on December
5 for a Cardio Pulminary Resusitation save of a life April 4 at the Battleground Speedway in Highlands. The
two worked together above and beyond the call of duty to save the life.

Randy Wooten was voted employee of the year by
his peers for exhibiting a team effort, putting the
citizens first and always willing to go above and
beyond the call of duty.

Home Health Care
*Physical Therapy Position Available

Physical Therapy Position Available
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ASK THE EXPERTS

DECEMBER

North Channel
Library events
-Saturday, Dec. 13, 11-
12:30 pm, Ask a Lawyer.
-Monday, Dec. 15, 4:30 pm,
Monday Movie Madness.
-Tuesday, Dec. 16, 10:30
am, Toddler Time; 1:30 pm
Preschool Story Time.
-Wednesday, Dec. 17, 10
am, Book Club; 4:30 pm,
After School Holiday Craft.
-Thursday, Dec. 18, 10:30
am, Baby Time.
-Saturday, Dec. 20, 10 am,
Scrapbooking with Mia; 2
pm, Faithful Paws.
-Monday, Dec. 22, 6 pm,
Polar Express Family Story
Time.
-Tuesday, Dec. 23, 10:30
am, Toddler Time; 1:30 pm,
Preschool Story Time.
-Wednesday, Dec. 24 -
Sunday Dec. 28 Library is
CLOSED.
-Monday, Dec. 29, 2:30 pm,
Monday Movie Madness.
-Tuesday, Dec. 30, 10:30
am, Toddler Time; 1:30 pm,
Preschool Story Time.
-Wednesday, Dec. 31,
library closes at 5 pm.
COMPUTER CLASSES
-Intermediate Word, Lecture,
Dec. 1, 1-3 pm.
-Intermediate Word, Practice,
Dec. 10, 1-3 pm.

L ibrary  i s  located at
15741 Wallisville Rd., Hous-
ton, TX. 77049. Call 281-457-
1631 for more information
on other classes.

DECEMBER

Galena Park
Library events
-Tuesday, Dec. 16, 1 pm,
Ayuda para Estudiantes; 4
pm, Student Help Session.
-Wednesday, Dec. 17, 11 am,
Children’s Story Time; 4 pm,
HOliday Celebration.
-Thursday, Dec. 18, 11 am,
Baby Time; 3:30 pm, Family
Movie Time.
-Wednesday, Dec. 4, 11 am,
Children’s Story Time. LIBRARY
CLOSES AT 5 PM.
-Thusday, Dec. 25 - Tuesday,
Dec. 30 Library is Closed for
Holiday break.
-Wednesday, Dec. 31, 11 am,
Children’s Story Time, Library
closes at 5 pm.
Please call the library at 713-
450-0982 for more details.

The library is located at
1500 Keene St. Galena Park,
TX. 77547.

SATURDAY NIGHTS

The Buckshot
Jamboree
Enjoy Classic Country music
every Satutday night from 7
p m  -  1 0  p m  w i t h  T h e
Buckshot Jamboree at 7414
Hartman near Old Beaumont
Highway. More info,  call 281-
458-0729 or 832-444-5000.

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

Letter to Santa
Dear Santa,

Letters can be mailed to Santa,
5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX. 77057 or

e-mailed to
northchannelstar@gmail.com.

 Letters must be received by
Dec. 15 for publication in

our Special Christmas Editions

School:

Name:

Age:

Carter Funeral Home
13701 Corpus Christi St.

Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterFuneral-Houston.com

  THE CONSTABLE’S
         CORNER

 By Constable Christopher Diaz

ASK DIAMOND JIM

For the third consecutive
year, the Channelview Inde-
pendent School District’s
earned high ratings for contin-
ued academic progress and
cost-effective operations as
part of the Texas Comptrollers’
Office (FAST) Financial Allo-
cation Study for Texas report.

Channelview ISD received
four stars out of five under the
ratings system. Each district
and campus is assigned a
FAST rating of one to five
stars, indicating its success in
combining cost-effective
spending with the achieve-
ment of measurable student
academic progress. The FAST
study examines both academ-
ic progress and spending at
Texas’ school districts and in-
dividual school campuses.

The report noted that
Channelview ISD’s spending
was “very low” compared to
districts of similar enrollment
and demographics.

“Constant improvement in
student achievement and be-
ing good stewards of taxpayer
money are always among our
top goals, said Greg Ollis,
Channelview ISD superinten-
dent. “We always want to pro-
vide the best education
possible for our students and
give them the tools they need
to succeed.”

Assistant Superintendent
of Finance Kris Lynn said the
budget process is carefully

Actually, you’re not alone in
your confusion about this
term.  Several times over the
past few months, I’ve been ap-
proached by many I serve tell-
ing me they’ve heard the term
on television and radio; but,
are a little uncertain of what
exactly bank jugging is.

Let me clear away the con-
fusion.

Jugging is a term used by
criminals, and now law en-
forcement, to describe the
stalking of potential victims as
a prelude to burglary or rob-
bery.

Jugging takes place when a
criminal sees you with some-
thing he wants and he follows
you until an opportunity is
presented to take that “some-
thing” from you. It is employed
in this manner… Criminal A
is staking out the mall park-
ing lot and sees Victim B exit
the mall with loads of mer-
chandise.  They then lie in wait
until the victim loads the car
and drives to the closest res-
taurant for that much-needed,
after-shopping lunch stop.

When Victim B parks the
car at the local diner and
heads inside, out pops Crimi-
nal A, who breaks into the car,
steals the merchandise and
slips away unseen.

This growing crime is on the
rise and it has many faces.
Recently, it was reported that
jugging is on the rise in the
Houston area.  It’s true.  As
criminals begin to employ the
work-smarter-not-harder tac-
tic, they have become seasoned
professions at sizing, evaluat-
ing, stalking and stealing from
their victims.

Usually, however, the term
jugging is reserved for those
criminals who steal from vic-

Have a Budget. Christmas
presents should figure into
your household or personal
budget for the entire year, in-
stead of just trying to find ex-
tra money somehow every
November or December. You
can always start by saving a

small amount every month.
Decide on Your Christ-

mas List. Some people only
shop for close family and
friends. Other people put to-
gether Christmas presents for
co-workers, the postal worker,
the dog walker, hairdresser,
plumber, poker buddies, kid’s
teacher, and more. Decide on
what you are comfortable
with. Keep a general idea of
how much you will spend on
each person. For instance, you
will likely spend more money
on your immediate family
than on a co-worker.

Listen for Clues and
Brainstorm Ideas. Have a
rough idea of what presents
would please the people on
your list. Brainstorm ideas,
and them write them down
with your list. Listen to the
person or other people for
ideas, and write them down
too. Keep this list in an easy-
to-carry form, like tucked
away in your wallet or check-
book for quick reference.

How should I shop
for Christmas?

Christmas Shopping
Can Start December 26th.
You can start Christmas shop-
ping for next year the day af-
ter Christmas.  Although you
may feel the last thing you
want to do is shop after the
Christmas rush, stores often
have incredible sales immedi-
ately after the holidays, and
most items will be perfectly
good gifts the next year.
Check out sales throughout
the year, such as end of sum-
mer.  After-Christmas and
Boxing Day sales are a good
time to pick up wrapping pa-
per and the like for the next
year for a pittance.

Put off Procrastinating.
Many people end up shopping
last-minute because they put
off the inevitable. Instead,
make a plan with solid goals,
dates, and timelines. (For in-
stance, shopping will be done
by December 20th. Put aside
2 evenings, twice a week for 2
weeks to accomplish this
task.) Leave some wiggle-room
in case something comes up,
but don’t keep making excus-
es. It can help to have some-
one who is good about
shopping to keep you on track.

Have a Shopping Plan.
Maybe you’re not the type of
person who likes shopping, or

don’t have the time to browse
for Christmas presents all
year long. Instead, put aside
one period of time, like a week-
end or a special shopping trip.

Keep Track of Presents.
Don’t lose the present or for-
get who you bought it for.
Have a designated area for
presents, such as a tote, sec-
tion of closet, or attic. Be sure
that the present won’t be ru-
ined by variations of temper-
ature, humidity, mold, mice,
and so on.  Write the name of
the designated gift-receiver on
a removable sticker or piece of
tape. That way you’ll remem-
ber who you bought it for. If
you change your mind, it’s
easy to re-designate. Cross
their name off the list as soon
as possible to avoid forgetting
that you already bought them
something.

The above list is per wiki-
How.  Diamond Jim is a dia-
mond dealer and precious
metals broker of NTR Metals

If you have questions per-
taining to jewelry, watches, di-
amonds, precious stones,
precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewel-
ry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

WHAT IN THE WORLD IS
JUGGING; AND, AM I AT RISK?

tims who have just left a bank
or ATM.  This type of jugging,
or bank jugging as it is known,
puts the criminal in the prime
spot for a big score.  They
watch from the bank parking
lot, or somewhere close-by, and
see who is leaving with a bank
bag in their hand, who counts
the most money at the teller
machine, and who is carrying
the thickest withdrawal enve-
lope.

Then, in hopes the victim
will leave the money in the car
when they exit to do other
things, the bank juggers follow
the inattentive victim to their
next location.  When the vic-
tim parks the car and disap-
pears from view, the bank
juggers quickly approach the
victim’s vehicle, break into it,
and steal the money.  Surpris-
ingly, more often than not, the
money is left inside. When the
victim returns to their vehicle,
the money is gone and the jug-
gers are nowhere to be seen.

Yes.  It’s as quick as that.
Just in case you’re wonder-

ing, it can get much worse
from there.  Sometimes, des-
perate times breed desperate
measures, and a break-in be-
comes a robbery.

So, from me to you, realize
this crime is out there.  Watch
your rearview mirror.  Keep
your money hidden.  Never
leave your money in the car
and always stay alert. Compla-
cency makes you an easy tar-
get.

In the end, you are the
greatest guardian of your fam-
ily and funds. Be safe, stay
alert and Happy Holidays
from your team at Harris
County Constable’s Office Pre-
cinct 2.

CHANNELVIEW:

Comptroller praises district’s
careful spending, academic gains

prepared every year to ensure
that taxpayer dollars are well
spent – and directed toward
successful programs and re-
sources.

“Our finance staff personal-
ly meets with each campus
principal and department di-
rectors to discuss budget pri-
orities,” he said. “The
Superintendent and Board of
Trustees used that informa-
tion to make decisions that are
financially responsible and
that meet the needs of the dis-
trict’s students, staff and com-
munity members.”

In determining the FAST
ratings, experts sought school
district practices that meet
one or more of the following
criteria:

•Have proven effective
practices for containing, re-
ducing or avoiding costs

•Improves the efficiency
and effectiveness of education-
al program delivery, including
demonstrated improvement in
student performance

•Has estimated production
of a significant long-term re-
turn on investment for the dis-
trict

•Has significantly in-
creased purchasing power
though the use of purchasing
partnerships

•Has realized efficiencies
through the use of shared ser-
vices arrangements with oth-
er districts; and/or can be

implemented by other dis-
tricts.

Under the direction of the
State Comptroller, the FAST
ratings are updated annually
using the most recent data
from the Texas Education
Agency. The ratings are as-
signed to 1,136 school districts
and charter schools.

FAST information for all
Texas public school districts,
campuses and charter schools
is available at
www.fasttexas.org.

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar

Advertising is like exercising . . .
You have to do it REGULARLY to see results.

Let the North Channel Star help your business get in shape.

The STAR has a wide variety of advertising plans with one sure to fit your
business. Call today to talk to an advertising representative about how regular
newspaper ads can improve your business.

281-328-9605 NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR

WWW.
NORTH

CHANNEL
STAR.COM
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TEXAS

Christmas Market
Weekends
Nov. 28 - Dec. 19
Fridays 9 am - 9 pm
Saturdays 9 am - 9 pm
Sundays 12 pm - 7 pm

281-426-3223
524 N. Main, Highlands, TX, 77562

Looking for
•Vendors  •Food  •Fundraisers

$30
Booth Spaces

Weekend (Frid - Sun.)

*Free to organizations
fundraising or Outreach

Come join the Festive
atmosphere and true spirit

of a small town Holiday
Market &

Enjoy works of Local
Artists & Craftmen

* Rustic Works * Quilts * Ornaments
* Christmas wreaths * Jewerly *
Furniture * Clothing * Baubles &
Beads * Toys and MUCH MORE

Booths
Available

For centuries, the wet-dry
cycles of the high plains
wetlands benefited wildlife
and plant life alike. Since the
Clovis period of 11,500 years
ago, ancient people benefited
from the lakes as well.
Artifacts discovered in an
ancient Roberts County
playa (just a few miles
southeast of here, near
Miami) include spears and
scrapers found in proximity
to elephant bones. People of
the Folsom period (10,900 –
10,000 years ago) supple-
mented their bison diet with
various aquatic animals and
ducks they captured from
playas.

The term playa is Spanish
in origin and literally means
beach. Perhaps Francisco
Coronado coined the term
when he crossed the plains in
search of the fabled Quivira
— the lost city of gold. Pedro
de Castañeda traveled with
Coronado on the expedition
and made note of the playas
in the mid-1500s. “Occasion-
ally there were found some
ponds, round like plates, a
stone’s throw wider or
larger,” he wrote. “Some
contained fresh water, others
salt.”

Throughout recorded
history, the playas, which are
the main water source on the
plains, drew American
Indians and 19th-century
settlers. Comanche, and later
hide hunters, knew that
bison drank from the playas
and often hunted them at the
water holes. In fact, one of
the theories that attempt to
explain the origins of the
playas suggests that bison
wallowing in the mud over
time caused the depressions.
Still known as “buffalo
wallows” by many contempo-
rary plains residents, playas
were actually formed by
decaying organic matter that
formed carbonic acid and
dissolved the caliche soil
layer. Once the caliche layer
dissolved, various materials
such as rock and organic
matter permeated the soil
and eventually formed a
layer of clay in the bottom of
the lakes that, when wet, is
impermeable.

As more settlers moved
into the Panhandle, farms
and ranches sprang up
around the playas. Over
time, however, many playas
were partially filled in or

AUSTIN — Gov. Rick Perry
on Dec. 3 ordered state agen-
cies to check the employment
eligibility of current and pro-
spective employees by using E-
Verify, an Internet-based
system that allows employers
to determine the eligibility of
their employees to work in the
United States.

Perry also urged Congress
to pass legislation “to provide
the resources necessary to se-
cure our southern border.” Per-
ry’s announcements come in
the wake of President Obama’s
executive action on immigra-
tion on Nov. 20. At the time, in
a national broadcast, Obama
said he would take various
actions because of the pro-
tracted unwillingness of Con-
gress to pass an immigration
reform bill that addresses the
legal status of millions of un-
documented workers em-
ployed in Texas and other
states by American business
owners. A White House news
release lists three elements of
the president’s executive ac-
tions:

1. Cracking down on illegal
immigration at the border to
increase the chances that any-
one attempting to cross illegal-
ly will be caught and sent
back; continuing the surge of
resources that effectively re-
duced the number of unaccom-
panied children crossing the
border illegally last summer;
and centralizing border secu-
rity command-and-control.

2. Deporting felons, not
families to focus on the depor-
tation of people who threaten
national security and public
safety; and directing immigra-
tion enforcement to place any-
one suspected of terrorism,
violent criminals, gang mem-
bers and recent border cross-
ers at the top of the
deportation priority list.

3. Accountability through
criminal background checks
and taxes, to hold accountable
those undocumented immi-
grants who have lived in the

Plays Lakes - Part 2

entirely eliminated as the
area evolved into the agricul-
tural breadbasket of Texas.
Bill Johnson, a biologist for
the United States Fish &
Wildlife Service based in the
Panhandle, says that most
playa degradation came from
agricultural practices such as
irrigation ditching and close-
proximity plowing. Although
the rate of destructive
practices has slowed consid-
erably, Johnson estimates
that at least half of the
playas that originally existed
in Texas have been severely
damaged or destroyed.

“Although they represent
only two percent of the
landscape in the Southern
High Plains, playas are key
to both floral and faunal
diversity,” explains Johnson.
“They are the primary
wetland feature in a very
arid landscape — without
functioning playas, both
plant and animal diversity in
the Texas High Plains would
be very low.” Johnson says
that, during the peak of the
winter, as many as half a
million ducks are on the
lakes in wet years. During
the fall and spring migra-
tions, that number increases
substantially. “The numbers
of ducks, geese, cranes and
shorebirds that use playas
during migration periods and
winter can be quite impres-
sive. Without functioning
playas, it’s not a stretch to
say that waterfowl numbers
would be affected on a
continental level.”

However, waterfowl and
shorebirds aren’t the only
avian species that utilize
playas. The Panhandle’s
premier game bird, the ring-
necked pheasant, is inexora-
bly tied to the shallow water
lakes. According to Texas
Tech University researchers,
pheasants spend as much as
90 percent of their time
around playa lakes during
the nonbreeding season.
Without playas, pheasant
numbers and, ultimately, the
local hunting economies
would suffer. Towns like
Hart and Nazareth host huge
groups of pheasant hunters
annually, and their presence
is essential to maintaining a
vigorous local hunting
economy even when the
broader agricultural economy
is marginal.

Plays lakes

Perry directs state agencies
to screen employees

United States for more than
five years and are parents of
U.S. citizens or Lawful Perma-
nent Residents.

Meanwhile, Perry said, “It’s
clear now more than ever that
Congress must finally pass a
bill that dedicates the neces-
sary resources to securing our
border, once and for all. With-
out border security, immigra-
tion reform is a fruitless
exercise.”

States challenge presi-
dent

Texas was joined by 16 oth-
er states on Dec. 3 in filing a
court challenge to President
Obama’s executive actions on
immigration that he an-
nounced last month.

Texas Attorney General and
governor-elect Greg Abbott,
who filed the lawsuit in the
U.S. District Court Southern
District of Texas, wrote that
the U.S. Constitution’s Take
Care Clause “limits the Presi-
dent’s power and ensures that
he will faithfully execute Con-

gress’s laws – not rewrite them
under the guise of ‘prosecuto-
rial discretion.’”

Also claimed is that the
Department of Homeland Se-
curity’s directive was issued
without following the Admin-
istrative Procedure Act’s rule-
making guidelines and awards
“legal benefits to individuals
whose conduct contradicts the
priorities of Congress.”

States joining Texas in the
lawsuit are Alabama, Georgia,
Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Loui-
siana, Maine, Mississippi,
Montana, Nebraska, North
Carolina, South Carolina,
South Dakota, Utah, West Vir-
ginia and Wisconsin.

Task force issues report
Gov. Perry on Dec. 4 an-

nounced the Texas Task Force
on Infectious Disease Pre-
paredness and Response has
issued a 174-page report re-
garding the state’s capabilities
to prepare for and respond to
infectious diseases, such as the
Ebola virus and other emerg-
ing pathogens.

Examples of the report’s
findings and recommenda-
tions:

• Education of diverse
health care professionals is
essential for the initial identi-
fication, assessment, triage,
care and isolation of patients
with Ebola or other uncom-
mon but high-consequence in-
fectious diseases.

• Consideration should be
given to the care, monitoring
and disposition of domestic
animals, especially pets.

• The state and external
partners should develop a “mo-
bile app” for real-time collec-
tion and monitoring of
temperature and symptom
data.

• Establishment of bio-con-
tainment treatment facilities
and a pediatric unit specializ-
ing in the care of infants and
children with Ebola and other
high consequence infectious
diseases.

Former Senate secretary
dies

Betty King, who served as
secretary of the Texas Senate
from 1977 to 2001, died Dec. 1
in Austin. She was 89.

First hired as a House Ap-
propriations Committee clerk
in 1947, her patience, grace
and unflappability were soon
known and long appreciated,
until her retirement in 2001.

Plans are for a private buri-
al in the Texas State Ceme-
tery.

Kolkorst wins Senate
runoff

State Rep. Lois W.
Kolkhorst, R-Brenham, last
week won the runoff election
for the Senate District 18 seat
and will succeed Sen. Glenn
Hegar, R-Katy, who was elect-
ed state comptroller in the
November general election.

Kolkhorst, who chairs the
House Public Health commit-
tee, has served as a member
of the Texas House of Repre-
sentatives since 2001.

How To
Purchase
Your First
Home In 2015

(NAPSI)—The Ameri-
can dream of homeowner-
ship may not be as hard to
attain as many people
seem to fear. A few in-
triguing facts and hints
can help.

The Facts
While existing home

sales have risen recently,
the National Association
of Realtors’ annual Profile
of Home Buyers and
Sellers found that the
share of first-time buyers
recently fell to its lowest
level (33 percent) in nearly
three decades.

Many first-time buyers
experience obstacles on
the path to homeowner-
ship, including difficulty
saving for a down pay-
ment and tight credit
conditions.

The Hints
Consider these tips:
• Find and work with

an expert Realtor who
knows the neighbor-
hood. Nothing can replace
the local knowledge and
real insight that profes-
sional Realtors can
provide to first-time
buyers as they navigate
the complex home buying
process.

According to the Profile
of Home Buyers and
Sellers, while most home
buyers in the past year
began their home search
online, 90 percent ended
up purchasing their home
through an agent. Real-
tors are not only the
source of online real estate
data, they also use their
unparalleled local market
knowledge and resources
to help close the deal for
buyers and sellers.

• Meet with a lender
to determine how much
you can afford. Last
year, the median price a
first-time buyer spent on a
home was $169,000.
Chances are, you don’t
have that amount of cash
lying around. That’s why
95 percent of first-time
buyers who bought a home
in the past year financed
their purchase.

Find out what you can
afford with a preapproval
from a lender. A lender
will check your credit
history, current debt
obligations and other
expenses to determine the
amount of money you’re
qualified to borrow at a
specific interest rate.
Don’t forget to consider
the other costs of home-
ownership, such as taxes,
insurance and utilities.

• Identify your
housing wish list.
Although 46 percent of
first-time buyers got a
single-family home in the
suburbs, you may prefer a
condo in an urban envi-
ronment near public
transportation.

Regardless of your
preferences, identifying
and sharing your wish list
can help your Realtor
focus on the right home for
you, scan listings and
connect with those who
represent sellers to zero in
on homes for sale that
meet your budget and
criteria.

Keep this advice in
mind and you may soon
find yourself waking up in
the home of your dreams.
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LIFESTYLE

Your ad could be here
Just $10 a week.

Call 281-328-9605 to
find out more information.

Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS
P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX

281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565     Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

Your ad could be here
Just $10 a week.

Call 281-328-9605 to
find out more information.

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m.-1p.m.

KWIK KAR OIL & LUBE
Operated By Chris & Jennifer Arnold

11525 Eagle Drive
281-385-LUBE (5823)

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                            5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels, but
widom is found in those who
take advice. Proverbs 13:25

All of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak

in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them. Acts 2:4

St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church

All Invited to Worship with Us

SUNDAY    Holy Eucharist Rite II     10:00 am
SUNDAY    School & Coffee Hour     11:30 am
Spanish Service/Holy Eucharist        1:00 pm

13125 INDIANAPOLIS ST., HOUSTON, 77015
sttimsinhouston.com

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955  Eagle Drive 281-576-5040

Cedarcrest Cemetery

Why pre-plan?
•Lock in today’s low prices
•No interest for 12 months
•Cremation niche available
•Perpetual care included

• Relieve your loves ones of
unnecessary concerns •

281-427-2123
3010 Ferry Rd. Baytown, TX. 77520
www.cedarcrestcemetery.net

“Let our family help your family”

Peace of mind with pre-planning

Rise in the presence of the aged,
show respect for the elderly and

revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in the
faith. Have courage and be

strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

Legion Con
What is it?
Legion con is an event be-

ing hosted at The American
Legion post 658 in Crosby,
TX.

There will be a Magic:
the gathering tournament,
Dungeons and Dragons, A
Cosplay  Contest ,  and
LARPing

When is it?
The event is going to hap-

pen December 19th-21st,
Friday through Sunday

How Much?
$15 for a 3-day pass
For more info please vis-

it www.legioncon.com
Legion Con is an event

Legion Con event to be
hosted in Crosby

geared toward bringing the
young veteran the well-de-
served welcome home, and
needed resources to make
the transition from the mil-
itary to civilian life, as well
as giving them a chance to
give back to their still de-
ployed Brothers and Sis-
ters.

We are planning to hold
this event on December
19th-21st, 2014 a Friday
through Sunday at the
American Legion Hall, lo-
cated in Crosby, Texas.

American Legion Post
658 is located at 14890 FM
2100 in Crosby, Texas
77532.

Walter F. Tutor
to receive
community
builders award

C.A. Fortner Masonic Lodge
No. 1304 will be presenting
Walter F. Tutor with the Com-
munity Builders Award on
Thursday, December 11,2014
at 6:30 p.m.

This event is opne to the
public. C. A. Fornet Lodge is
located at 716 Sheldon Road
in Channelview, TX. next to
the Advance Auto Store.

By Dr. Rob Tatman

The Crosby Education
Foundation (CEF) recently
awarded district teachers over
$62,000 for innovative teach-
er grants. Award-winning
teachers will be utilizing their
grants for balanced literacy,
technology-based learning
platforms, English language
acquisition, reading fluency
improvement, science, math
and environmental projects as
well as Sensory Sensation at
Drew Intermediate and a
‘Cougar Spirit Store’ at Cros-
by HS run by students! Grants
were distributed over all grade
levels and represented the
grant applications from 67
teachers district-wide. Many
grants were adopted by com-
munity members and the oth-
ers were subsidized by the
Foundation. The Crosby Edu-
cation Foundation is proud to
serve Crosby ISD teachers and
schools and is appreciative of
all the donors (companies,
families & individuals), volun-
teers, and CEF Board mem-
bers who made the Great
Grant Giveaway possible.

Christmas Spirit
(back) Caden Bocox, (front, l to r) Maycee Mitchell and Kailyona
Thomas, Hopper Primary students, perform at the opening exercises of
the recent meeting of the Goose Creek CISD Board of Trustees.
Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman

Students nominated to the 2014
American Legion Bluebonnet
Girls State were recognized at a
recent meeting of the Goose Creek
CISD Board of Trustees. Pictured
are (l to r) Kimberlee Walters and
Kenzie Lackey, Ross S. Sterling
High School and Georgeanne
Jacobs, Goose Creek Memorial
High School. They are under the
direc t ion of  Ricky  Pr ice  of
American Legion Post 323.

Great grant giveaway for
Crosby ISD teachers

Picture shows Superintendent Dr. Keith Moore, Principal Todd Hicks, Crosby Education Foundation members,
teachers awarded a $4799 grant titled Increasing Reading Achievement through iPad Minis!

Picture shows Crosby Education Foundation members with Principal Jennifer Roach and teacher grant award
winner Ms. Sharon Taylor and her students. Ms. Taylor’s grant was titled, Super-Charged Balanced Literacy
with iPads!

Students nominated to the 2014 American Legion Boys State were recognized at a recent meeting of the Goose
Creek CISD Board of Trustees. Pictured are (l to r) Hermann Hopson, Robert E. Lee High School; Ricky
Price, member of American Legion Post 323; Thomas Hotchkiss, Ross S. Sterling High School; Christian E.
Gonzalez, Goose Creek Memorial High School and Benjamin Clausen, Sterling High School.

Nominees for the 2014 American
Legion Boys & Girls State

Chili Feast
Sponsorships Available
HIGHLANDS ROTARY CLUB INVITES YOU TO HELP
SPONSOR THIS COMMUNITY EVENT. SPONSOR
LEVELS FROM $250 TO $5000. Call Dr. Larry

White for Details. 281-426-3558. Thank you for
your support.
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SPORTS, BUSINESS

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Call 281-328-9605 to Advertise YOUR Business

in this Directory. 10,000 readers Weekly

Mrroofer@hotmail.com

Se Habla Español

New Roofs, Repairs, Painting
HARDI PLANK SIDING

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR
5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057

(713) 977-2555 FAX (713) 977-1188
email: northchannelstar@gmail.com
website: www.northchannelstar.com
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HOUSTON – Showing marked
improvement, the San Jacinto Col-
lege women’s basketball team is
ranked 13th in the nation by the
National Junior College Athletic
Association for the week of Dec. 1.

“As far as I know, this is the first
time in the College’s history for the
women’s basketball program to
achieve a national ranking,” com-
mented Head Coach Brenita Will-
iams Jackson. “It’s a testament to
the teamwork, hustle, and focus of
this team.”

San Jac owns an overall record
of 8-1, 1-0 in conference.

“We are blessed and humbled by
the national ranking,” Jackson re-
marked. “Our team is deep and ev-
erybody plays and produces, which
makes us hard to defend.”

Sophomore guard Kendra
Howard (Dallas / Cedar Hill High
School) leads the team in scoring
at 16 points per game, followed by
freshman forward Anika Notting-

“Student success is at the
core of every decision and action
we take at San Jacinto College,”
said Dr. Hellyer. “We want our
students to complete their as-
sociate degree, and our success
initiatives are helping them do
that. When our students suc-
ceed, we succeed. An associate
degree provides our students
the opportunity to transfer to a
four-year university, or enter
the workforce with the skills
they need to start a meaningful
career. This is the focus of our
entire College, from the Board
of Trustees and throughout the
College.”

The San Jacinto College In-
tentional Connections initiative
provides guidance and mentor-
ing for students who struggle
with core subjects and who pre-
viously had not been successful
in any course, but want to com-
plete college and improve their
lives. It allows students to “test
drive” different programs prior
to enrolling in a full semester
course to determine if that area
of study is a fit. The College
Success Interventions identifies
at-risk students and provides
face-to-face advising early in the
student’s college career to in-
sure the student stays on track
and understands the support
available through tutoring and
counseling.

Men of Honor and Women of
Integrity serve to provide men-
tors for African American and
Latino male and female stu-
dents, respectively, offering sup-
port, guidance, and
encouragement along their ed-
ucational journeys. Aaron
Moore, a Men of Honor student,
said about the program, “I found
mentors and began to follow
their good examples. We learn
from each others’ experiences,
and we check on each other for
accountability.”

The AIM, and integrated
reading and writing courses, are
collaborative learning models
developed by San Jacinto Col-
lege faculty. The Acceleration in

COMMITMENT,
Continued from page 1

Math program is a one-semes-
ter course that pairs instruction
and concepts in developmental
mathematics and college alge-
bra, scaffolding instruction so
that the appropriate algebra
concept immediately follows the
developmental one. Students
complete the two courses in one
semester, expediting their time
to degree completion. With in-
tegrated reading and writing,
students learn critical reading
and academic writing skills to-
gether in one course. This has
reduced the number of develop-
mental reading and writing
courses from five to two, again
accelerating a student’s time
through developmental and
into college-level courses.

One of the most successful
strategies at San Jacinto Col-
lege has been the faculty advis-
ing through the required
developmental and college-lev-
el student success courses. Ad-
vising sessions are required at
several points during the
course, which makes students
aware of support services and
creates strong connections be-
tween students and faculty
members. That personal meet-
ing with a faculty member of-
ten keeps a struggling student
in class and gets them back on
the right track.

“Initiatives such as these are
designed to help our students be
better prepared, so that when
they graduate, they have all the
tools they need to be successful,”
added Dr. Hellyer.

As part of the commitment
to the College Opportunity
Summit, San Jacinto College
will join other colleges and uni-
versities throughout the coun-
try in declaring a commitment
to increase its overall six-year
graduation rate by 10 percent;
increase the overall transfer
rate to a four-year university by
10 percent; and reduce by half
the achievement gap between
underrepresented and non-un-
derrepresented students.

“Over the last five years, we
have nearly doubled the total
number of San Jacinto College
graduates,” added Dr. Hellyer.
“This is significant progress
that comes by creating a culture

focused on student success and
continuous improvement, tak-
ing a fresh look at where we are
and what we are doing, and
measuring what is important.”

Today’s White House College
Opportunity Day of Action par-
ticipants were asked to commit
to a new action in one of four
areas: building networks of col-
leges around promoting comple-
tion; creating K-16 partnerships
around college readiness; in-
vesting in high school counse-
lors as part of the First Lady’s
Reach Higher initiative; and in-
creasing the number of college
graduates in the fields of sci-
ence, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM).

The President will announce
new steps on how his Adminis-
tration is helping to support
these actions, including an-
nouncing $10 million to help
promote college completion and
a $30 million AmeriCorps pro-
gram that will improve low-in-
come students’ access to college.
Today’s event is the second Col-
lege Opportunity Day of Action
and will include a progress re-
port on the commitments made
at the first day of action on Jan.
14, 2014.

San Jac Women’s basketball
ranked 13th in the nation

The San Jacinto College women’s basketball team is led by
sophomore players, from left (front row) Sarah Davis, Anika
Nottingham, Nekeita Bailey, and Kendra Howard; (back row) Jameela
McCarthy, Raven Wilson, Alex Kochner, and Brittani Austin.

   Photo by  Rob Vanya, San Jacinto College.

ham (Trinidad & Tobago / Macura-
po West Secondary), with 11.8
points per game. Howard also leads
on defense, averaging 3.4 steals per
game, followed by sophomore guard
Nekeita Bailey (Alief / Alief Hast-
ings High School), with 2.9 steals
per game. The top rebounder is
sophomore post Jameela McCarthy
(Dabadie, Trinidad & Tobago / San
Juan North Secondary), with 10.3
rebounds per game.

“A lot of blood, sweat, and tears
went into the preseason and I am
happy these girls are seeing their
hard work and dedication paying
off,” Jackson said. “We are not sat-
isfied and will keep pushing to be
great. We hope to see our commu-
nity continue to support these
young ladies.” 

All of the women’s basketball
games are free and open to the pub-
lic, and are played in Nichols Gym
at the North Campus, 5800 Uval-
de Road. For more information, visit
sanjacsports.com.

Channelview ISD
Holiday Performances

•Friday, Dec. 12 Campbell Learning Center Blood Drive _
•Saturday 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Schochler Honor Choir per-

forms at Chick-Fil-A Toy Drive
•Monday, Dec. 15  6:00 PM - 7:00 PM Cobb Elementary 5th

Grade Christmas Concert
•Tuesday, Dec. 16 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM Cobb Choir perform-

ing at Sam’s Whole Sale Club on I10
5:30 PM - 6:00 PM DeZavala 3rd & 4th Graders Winter Music

Program @ DeZavala
6:30 PM - 7:00 PM McMullan Elementary 3rd Grade Christ-

mas Musical “The Littlest Reindeer”
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Alice Johnson JH Band Holiday Concert @

AJJH
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM CHS Choir Concert @ CHS Auditorium
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM CHS Choir Holiday Concert
•Wednesday, December 17, 2014 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Schochler Honor Choir performs @ Sam’s Club I-10
•Thursday, December 18, 2014_6:00 PM - 7:00 PM Brown

Elementary 5th Grade Christmas Concert @ Brown Elementary
6:30 PM - 7:00 PM Schochler Honor Choir performs for Leg-

end Oaks Healthcare & Rehab on Wallisville.

Galena Park ISD
Fine Arts Holiday
Performance Calendar

•Friday, December 12
North Shore Middle School Band Holiday Concert
NSSH Auditorium, 7:00 PM
•Monday, December 15
Cloverleaf Elementary Music Honor Choir, Christmas Musical
CLF Auditorium, 8:45 AM & 12:45 PM
Galena Park Middle School Choir
Winter Concert (6th Grade) GPHS Auditorium, 6:00 PM
Galena Park Middle School Choir
Winter Concert (7th & 8th Grade) GPHS Auditorium, 7:30 PM
•Tuesday, December 16
Galena Park Elementary Music
PTA Program / Honor Choir
GPE Cafeteria, 5:30 PM
Cloverleaf Elementary Music
Honor Choir, Christmas Musical
CLF Auditorium, 6:00 PM
Normandy Crossing Elementary Music
Winter Showcase featuring NCE Honor Choir & students from

3rd, 4th, & 5th grades NCE Multi Purpose Room, 6:00 PM
Woodland Acres Middle School Choir
Holiday Concert
GPHS Auditorium, 6:00 PM
North Shore Sr. High School Band
Winter Concert & Spaghetti Dinner ($10, includes concert &

dinner) NSSH Cafeteria & Auditorium, 7:00 PM
•Wednesday, December 17
Woodland Acres Middle School Band
Winter Concert
GPHS Auditorium, 6:00 PM
Cunningham Middle School Choir
Winter Pops Concert
NSSH Auditorium, 6:30 PM
•Thursday, December 18
Havard Elementary Music
Fine Arts Winter Extravaganza (1st Grade, Honor Choir &

Band) HAV Multi Purpose Room, 9:00 AM
Williamson Elementary Music
PTA Performance / Honor Choir & 4th Grade
SJW Multi Purpose Room, 5:30 PM
Havard Elementary Music
Fine Arts Winter Extravaganza (1st Grade, Honor Choir &

Band) HAV Multi Purpose Room, 6:00 PM

Expanding opportunity for
more students to enroll and suc-
ceed in college, especially low-
income and underrepresented
students, is vital to building a
strong economy and a strong
middle class. Today, only 9 per-
cent of those born in the lowest
family income quartile attain a
bachelor’s degree by age 25,
compared to 54 percent in the
top quartile. In an effort to ex-
pand college access, the Obama
Administration has increased
Pell scholarships by $1,000 a
year, created the new American
Opportunity Tax Credit worth
up to $10,000 over four years of
college, limited student loan
payments to 10 percent of in-
come, and laid out an ambitious
agenda to reduce college costs
and promote innovation and
competition.

“I am extremely honored to
be representing San Jacinto
College at today’s White House
event,” concluded Dr. Hellyer. “I
applaud the Administration for
bringing together a diverse
group of higher education lead-
ers and experts. We are all in
this together, and together we
can make a difference.”

Channelview High School
students got an inside look at a
variety of different professions
during its annual Career Day re-
cently. More than 60 presenters
shared information about their
careers, including educational
experience and certifications,
professional experience and
other requirements.

Channelview High School Career Day

NASA Astronaut Cap Nguyen visits with a
Channelview High School students after his formal
Career Day presentation.

Carla Rankin with CMEF talks to students about
careers in construction.
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 50,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 281-328-9605

DRIVERS WANTED

CDL DRIVER
wanted for O/D hauling
in Texas. Based out of
Highlands. Verifiable
references required
with 7 years experience
required.
Call  281-843-2626

           39-8

RENT/LEASE

TRANSIENT
WORKERS.
Rooms  furnished. All
utilities included. By the
week or month. High-
lands area.
Call  832-519-1737
                                              39-10

FOR SALE

ORGANIC SQUARE
or round Pensacola Ba-
hia hay. $5.00 per sq.
bale  $ 55.00 for large
round bales.
Call 832-519-1737

                   39-10

SERVICES

Experienced
Video

Photographer
specializes in

Weddings,
Birthdays,

Conferences.
Call Ari @

832-630-4487

CARS

13 CHEVY SONIC
40,979 Miles $12,491
Call 281-238-4377

DODGE JOURNEY
2009, $8,991 Call 281-
238-4377

SANTA FE
2008 HYUNDAI, Blue,
82,319 miles Only
$9,991 Call 281-238-
4377

2013 NISSAN
ALTIMA 35,606 Miles
Sale $15,991. Call 281-
238-4377

2012 CAMARO RS
Leather 2LT Certified
12,535 miles.  $23,991
Call 281-238-4377

BUICK LA CROSSE
2014 LIKE NEW
Certified 36,260 miles.
$23,991 Call 281-238-
4377

2014 SILVERADO
1500 CREW CAB V8
LT34,997 Miles Certi-
fied. $27,991 Call 281-
238-4377

13 CAMARO ZL1
Only 2000 miles Certi-
fied $47,991 Call 281-
238-4377

SERVICES

REDUCE STRESS
& PAIN massage thera-
py. Rick 832-205-5496.
Licensed & insured.
Discounts for Vets &
Seniors. Call Today!

                      49-4

Classified Call
281-328-9605

Where can I pick
up a Star-
Courier?

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community
Center
Backdraft Rest.
Woodforest Bank
Conoco Station
Post Office
(outside)

CROSBY:
Library
Community
Center
Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Kroger’s
Community Bank
(2)

HUFFMAN
Exxon Station
Community Bank

www.
North

Channel
Star
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JMills@pineforestjewelry.com

Buy the $69
bracelet...
receive a $30
sterling silver
charm FREE!


