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AFTER HURRICANE HARVEY

East Houston Regional Medical
Center closed for repairs

ROTARY CLUB EVENT

Local man brings home the
Washer Tournament trophy

CHANNEL
CURRENTS

Ship Channel
Expansion
meeting in GP

Availability of the Draft at
public information meeting on
Thursday, September 21, 2017
at Galena Park High School,
1000 Keene St., Galena Park,
TX, 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM.

Food & Resource
Fair in Jacinto City

The Houston Food Bank
along with South Texas Dental
will have food distribution, ap-
plying/renewing SNAP (Food
Stamps), CHIP and Medicaid
and other services and informa-
tion this Friday, September 22,
2017 at 1022 Mercury Dr., Ja-
cinto City, TX 77029 from 9:00
am - 12:00 p.m.

Volunteer
Voter Registrar
Training

Registered Voters in Harris
County are encouraged to at-
tend the upcoming Volunteer
Deputy Voter Registrar Training
on Saturday, September 23 at
11 a.m.

The Training is being taught
Harris County Tax Assessor Col-
lector and Voter Registrar Anna
Harris Bennett's staff at the
North Channel Branch of Harris
County Public Library.  The
event is hosted by East Hous-
ton Democrats.  Participants
must attend the entire 60
minute training in order to com-
plete the training.  Should you
have any questions, please
contac t  L i nda  B r i t ten  a t
281.782.6437.

Annual San
Jacinto Pilot Club
Spaghetti Dinner

The 30th annual San Jacin-
to Pilot Club Spaguetti Dinner
& Auction has been set for Sat-
urday, October 14, 2017 from
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Live Auction begins at 1:00
p.m. at Baldree building locat-
ed at 13828 Corpus Christi St.
(behind Grayson Center), $10
dinner tickets.

Proceeds are donated
back to the community for
scholarships and community
programs. For more informa-
tion, please call 281-221-1616.

EPA head tours Waste Pits
Scott Pruitt walks on site, promises “containment”

By Gilbert Hoffman

The head of the federal
EPA (Environmental Pro-
tection Agency) and the
person who will have the
final say on how the San
Jacinto River Waste Pits
Superfund Site is disposed
of, was in East Harris
County last Friday to walk
across the site and learn
about the conditions first-
hand.

Accompanying EPA Di-
rector Scott Pruitt were of-
ficials from the EPA, both
nationally and from the
Dallas office, including the
Region 6 Acting Head Sam
Coleman. Also on hand
was Fox News26 reporter
Greg Groogan, and after
the walk Pruitt had an op-
portunity to discuss his

vis i t  with Jackie
Young of THEA (Tex-
as Health and Envi-
ronmental Alliance)
and Scott Jones of
GBF (Galveston Bay
Foundation).

Pruitt’s visit to the
site was highly un-
usual, with EPA offi-
cials normally relying
on reports and inspec-
tions from their staff
and consultants.

In addition to the
personnel accompany-
ing Pruitt, there were
also at least two boats
with dive teams in-
specting and probing
the waste pits just be-
yond Pruitt’s pres-
e n c e .  T h e y  w e r e
searching for breaks
in the armored cap
and its geotextile

EPA Director Scott Pruitt, center, looks out over the Superfund site
with Region 6 Acting Director Sam Coleman (straw hat), other EPA
officials, and FoxNews26 reporter Greg Groogan (in cap). Pruitt
wanted to be more familiar with the site and its potential problems,
he said, especially after the recent flood event.

membrane after the
Hurricane Harvey, and
the subsequent flooding
by the raging river.
Nearby the torrent of
the river had washed
out two roads, making
them impassable, and
caused huge sinkholes
in a residential area,
where houses slid into
the holes.

From where Pruitt
stood, he could also see
the damage to two large
bumpers in the river
that were meant to pro-
tect the I-10 bridge, but
obviously had been hit
and compromised.

After viewing the dis-
placed rock cover, and
in some areas exposed
and dislodged mem

See EPA Tour, page 8

Gene Green, Ana Hernandez hold
FEMA Hurricane recovery meeting

Highlands Rotary President Diana Weaver presents the
“ROTARY TROPHY” to John Painter, past 5890 District
Governor, and member of the North Shore Rotary. The
award is to the washer player with the highest score, who
is a Rotarian. He gets to keep it for a year, until the next
tournament. (MORE PHOTOS on page 2).

North Shore Rotarian
John Painter not only en-
joyed himself at the High-
lands annual Washer
Board Tournament last
Saturday, but he also
brought home a huge tro-
phy that goes to the Rotar-
ian with the highest score
each year.

29 teams competed in
the tournament, including
local Rotarians, residents,
and District Wide Rotari-
ans. Many of the contes-
tants had played last year,
and wanted to defend their
title or record.

The tournament raised
between $6000 and $7000,
and Highlands Rotary
president Diana Weaver
announced that all the
money would be donated to
local flood relief and the
Highlands Food Pantry. In
the past, monies were do-
nated to the national Ro-
tary Polio Plus program.

After flooding and extensive damage from Hurricane Harvey, the East Houston Regional
Medical Center has suspended services until further notice. For all healthcare needs, you
may visit Bayshore Medical Center Campus only 12 miles away from East Houston Regional
Medical Center, at 4000 Spencer Highway, Pasadena, Texas 77504. The photo above
shows debris pulled from the building, and a dumpster as part of the clean-up. (MORE
photos on Page 8).

CONGRESSMAN GENE GREEN, center, sponsored a FEMA workshop last Saturday September
16 for the North Shore community. The event was held at the Christian Tabernacle, on
Wallisville Road. Joining Green in sponsoring the event were local officials seen above,
State Representative Ana Hernandez, State Senator Sylvia Garcia, and City Councilman
Robert Gallegos.

NORTH SHORE – A
FEMA workshop and Di-
saster Relief Assistance
event was held last Satur-
day, September 16, spon-
sored by Congressman
Gene Green.

Joining Green in publi-
cizing and sponsoring the
workshop were State Rep-
resentative Ana Hernan-
dez, State Senator Sylvia
Garcia, and Houston City
Councilman Robert Gal-
legos.

On hand to  answer
questions, explain the fed-
eral assistance programs,
and help people sign up for
them were representatives
of FEMA (Federal Emer-
gency Management Agen-
cy) and the SBA (Small
Business Administration.

The event was held from
10 am to 12 noon at the
Christian Tabernacle at
13334 Wallisville Road,
near Maxey.

Flood Relief and Recov-

ery Efforts were discussed
and explained to the large
crowd who attended, and
then help was offered to
register for assistance.

Green said that anyone
needing additional help
could contact his office, at
713-330-0761, or see his
w e b s i t e  w w w . g r e e n .
house.gov.

In addition, other Disas-
ter Recovery Centers are
open throughout the coun-
ty, as announced by Har-
ris County. These are open
daily, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Nearby Centers include:

-- Baytown Community
Center ,  2407  Market
Street.

-- Greenspoint Mall, 263
Greenspoint Mall, Hous-
ton.

-- Pasadena Convention
Center, 7902 Fairmont
Parkway.

For other centers, see
www.fema.gov/DRC.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

WATER DISTRICT NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING ON TAX RATE

The  HARRIS COUNTY F.W.S.D. 51 will hold a public hearing on a
proposed tax rate for the tax year 2017 on  October 11, 2017 at 12:00pm
at  367 Queenstown, Houston, Texas 77015. Your individual taxes may
increase or decrease, depending on the change in the taxable value of
your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other
property and the tax rate that is adopted.

FOR the proposal: Jerry Dominy, William Bowes, Cary Stephens

AGAINST the proposal: None
PRESENT and not voting: None
ABSENT: Dr. B.J. Westbrook, Roger Bate

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead
in this taxing unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence
homestead this year.

         Last Year          This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value)         $ .25700/$100       $ .25000/$100

               Adopted Proposed
Difference in rates per $100 of value   $  .00700/$100
Percentage increase/decrease in rates(+/-)       -2.72%
Average appraised residence homestead
value       $  122,668         $  132,932
General homestead exemptions available    $   24,534         $   26,586
     (excluding 65 years of age or older or
     disabled person's exemptions)
Average residence homestead taxable value $   98,134         $  106,346
Tax on average residence homestead        $   252.20         $   265.86
Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)   $      13.66
and percentage of increase (+/-)         5.41%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS' RIGHT TO ROLLBACK ELECTION

If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more than
eight percent, the qualified voters of the district by petition may require
that an election be held to determine whether to reduce the operation
and maintenance tax rate to the rollback tax rate under Section
49.236(d), Water Code.

Bob Leared, Tax Assessor-Collector 713-932-9011

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

2017 Property Tax Rates in Harris County
Emergency Service District No. 50

This notice concerns the 2017 property tax rates for Harris County Emergency Ser-
vice District No. 50. It presents information about three tax rates. Last year's tax rate is
the actual tax rate the taxing unit used to determine property taxes last year. This
year's effective tax rate would impose the same total taxes as last year if you compare
properties taxed in both years. This year's rollback tax rate is the highest tax rate the
taxing unit can set before taxpayers start rollback procedures. In each case these rates
are found by dividing the total amount of taxes by the tax base (the total value of tax-
able property) with adjustments as required by state law. The rates are given per $100
of property value.

Last year's tax rate:
    Last year's operating taxes $2,553,676
    Last year's debt taxes $0
    Last year's total taxes $2,553,676
    Last year's tax base $5,138,181,087
    Last year's total tax rate $0.0497/$100
This year's effective tax rate:
    Last year's adjusted taxes $2,552,520
    (after subtracting taxes on lost property)
   ÷ This year's adjusted tax base $5,260,885,888
    (after subtracting value of new property)
   =This year's effective tax rate $0.0485/$100
(Maximum rate unless unit publishes notices and holds hearings.)
This year's rollback tax rate:
    Last year's adjusted operating taxes $2,534,535
    (after subtracting taxes on lost property
and adjusting for any transferred function,
tax increment financing, state criminal
justice mandate, and/or enhanced indigent
healthcare expenditures)
   ÷ This year's adjusted tax base $5,260,885,888
   =This year's effective operating rate $0.0482/$100
    x 1.08=this year's maximum operating rate $0.0520/$100
    + This year's debt rate $0.0000/$100
    = This year's total rollback rate $0.0520/$100

Statement of Increase/Decrease
If Harris County Emergency Service District No. 50 adopts a 2017 tax rate equal to

the effective tax rate of $0.0485 per $100 of value, taxes would increase compared to
2016 taxes by $48,176.

Schedule A - Unencumbered Fund Balance
The following estimated balances will be left in the unit's property tax accounts at

the end of the fiscal year. These balances are not encumbered by a corresponding debt
obligation.

Type of Property Tax Fund Balance
Unencumbered Fund Balance 8,000,000

Schedule B - 2017 Debt Service
The unit plans to pay the following amounts for long-term debts that are secured by

property taxes. These amounts will be paid from property tax revenues (or additional
sales tax revenues, if applicable).

      Principal or Contract     Interest to be     Other Amounts    Total
Description of Debt    Payment to be Paid          Paid from       to be Paid            Payment

       from Property Taxes        Property Taxes
0 0 0 0

  Total required for 2017 debt service $0
- Amount (if any) paid from Schedule A $0
- Amount (if any) paid from other resources $0
- Excess collections last year $0
= Total to be paid from taxes in 2017 $0
+ Amount added in anticipation that the unit will
collect only 100.00% of its taxes in 2017 $0
= Total debt levy $0

This notice contains a summary of actual effective and rollback tax rates' calcula-
tions. You can inspect a copy of the full calculations at 1001 Preston, Houston, TX 77002.

          Name of person preparing this notice: Ann Harris Bennett
          Title: Harris County Tax Assessor-Collector
          Date Prepared: 09/14/2017

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

✯

Explorer's cafe & free after-
school meal at Library!

Stratford Library in Highlands is excited to announce
the opening of the Explorer's Cafe on September 12th!
Featuring FREE After-school meals for kids ages 1-18,
Tuesday - Thursday during the school year! There will
also be a variety of activities starting at 4:30 PM:  crafts,
science experiments,  book clubs, and tech exploration.
Come join in the fun!

Stratford Library is located 2 blocks behind Foodtown
at 509 Stratford in Highlands. Call 832-927-5400 or find
more info online at www.hcpl.net or on Facebook as
"Stratford Branch Library."

Lee High School class of 1955
to host annual reunion  Oct. 7

  The Robert E. Lee High School class of 1955 will host
their annual reunion with a lunch meeting at Luna's,
730 West Cedar Bayou Lynchburg Road.

  The event, which is held the first Saturday  of Octo-
ber every year, will be held  at noon on Saturday Oct. 7.
The class will announce a $500 contribution to the  Bay
Area Heritage Society for 2017 from Lee class of 1955.
Group reservations have been made, so no individual
reservations are necessary. All checks will be separate.

 For more information, call Sherrill Davis Poteet at
713-304-9991 or Allen Dunn at 281-422-7751.

Highlands United Methodist
Church Fish Fry October 14

New Date: Saturday, October 14 , 11am - 2pm. Plates
are $10 each (Portion of Proceeds Goes to Area Flood
Relief). Live and Silent Auction. For more information
contact the church office at (281) 426-3614.

Crosby Volunteer Fire
Department Open House

Come celebrate with Crosby VFD its 75 years of ser-
vice at a Open House. Saturday, October 14 from 4pm -
7 pm at Station 2 at 123 S. Diamondhead Blvd. Admis-
sion is free.

Annual Eastside Veteran’s
Celebration

November 11, 2017 at Crosby American Legion Dav-
id H. McNerney Post 658, 14890 FM 2100, Crosby, Tex-
as. www.EastsideVeteransCelebration.com.

Highlands Washer
Tournament Photo Album

FIRST PLACE TEAM: FLYING SAUCER
Justin Graves & Michael Horne

SECOND PLACE TEAM: REUTER BOYS
Cotten Reuter & Daryl Reuter

Hope Elizabeth, daughter of Jennifer Ward,
granddaughter of Charlie Ward, enjoyed the
Washer Tournament too.

The Live Auction included this Quilt, with
logos of the Texans and the Astros.

Championship Form shown by Daryl Reuter
and Justin Graves, the top player.

THIRD PLACE TEAM: HOLD MY BEER
Jason Woodall & Clay
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Judge Stephens Teen Court
Judge Joe Stephens' Teen Court will be held on Tues-

day, September 26, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. in the courthouse
located at 14350 Wallisville Road.  Student volunteers are
needed to serve as defense attorneys, prosecutors, jurors,
bailiffs and court clerks.  All students in 8th thru 12th grades
are invited to participate.  Please contact Judge Stephens'
Office at MYJP31@JP.HCTX.NETor call 713-274-0760 for
more information.

Galena Park-Jacinto City CIP meeting
The group will meet again on Thursday, October 5.  The

topic will be Hurricane Harvey and related topics.  The agen-
da will allow to hear from the plants and others and to talk
about what went well and how to improve.

Evening San Jacinto Pilot Club
This newly chartered club meets on on the 1st Tuesday

of each month at 7 pm at the Woodforest Presbyterian
Church.  For more information, see the Facebook page en-
titled Evening San Jacinto Pilot Club or call 832-264-1565 /
832-289-4762.

Galena Park Senior Dance
 Senior Dance is every Monday at the Alvin D. Building,

1302  Keene St., Galena Park. 7 pm - 9 pm. No cover charge.
Live band Country music. Call for more information: 713-
455-7335.

North Shore Senior Dance
 North Shore Seniors holds a dance every Thursday from

1 - 4 pm at the Grayson/Baldree Building, Corpus Christi
street. Live bands and refreshments. Cost is $ 5/per person.
For more information call 713-455-3660.

The Buckshot Jamboree
Enjoy Classic Country music every Saturday night from 7

pm - 10 pm with The Buckshot Jamboree at 7414 Hartman
near Old Beaumont Highway. More info,  call 281-458-0729
or 832-444-5000.

San Jacinto Pilot Club meeting
The Club meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at Am-

egy Bank on I-10, at noon. For more information, please
visit www.SanJacintoPilot.com.

Trip Israel
Join Wayne & Patsy Moss on a trip to ISRAEL! March 2018.

Call for more information. 281-447-4307.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

COMMUNITY NEWS

Connections in Texas Business Directory

“Our Passion Is Your BUSINESS”

ALVI

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Friday Brume
Realtor

779 Normandy Street
Houston, TX. 77015

Office: 713-451-1733
Cell: 281-639-5213
Fax: 713-451-0467

E-mail:
fridayremax2006@yahoo.com
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713-977-2555

On behalf of Texas Dis-
trict 17, North Shore Lit-
tle League is introducing
Challenger Division Base-
ball to the community with
an exciting fall league.  The
practice has been set for
September 23rd.  Septem-
ber 30th will be their game
day for all teams for the
fall season.

The Challenger Division
of Little League is a pro-
gram designed for mental-
ly and physically
challenged boys and girls,
to help them enjoy the full
benefits of Little League
participation in an athlet-

North Shore Little League
introduces Challenger Division

ic environment that is
structured to their abilities
to help them develop social
skills and build self-es-
teem.  The participants
range in age from 4 to 18,
or up to age 22 if still en-
rolled in high school.
These children have the
opportunity to experience

On Friday, September
15, Mrs. Carol Ann Youens,
North Shore Elementary
volunteer, was recognized
in Austin for being select-
ed as a 2017 Heroes for
Children by the State
Board of Education!

Mrs. Youens was one of
15 honorees selected to win
this prestigious volunteer
award. She received a
plaque recognizing her ser-
vice to North Shore Ele-
mentary. Her name is also
engraved on a plaque that
is permanently displayed
at the Texas Education
Agency.

Mrs. Youens is the sec-

the joys of being a member
of a team!

Clinic-style practice:
September 23 @ 10:00am

All games will be played
on Saturday, September
30, 2017 starting at
10:00AM

Each participant will
receive a game jersey and
cap.  There is no charge to
participate.   Players from
surrounding areas are wel-
come.  Challenger Division
Baseball does not require
players to live within the
boundaries of North Shore
Little League.  Challenger
events are for families and

students, parents/guard-
ians should plan to remain
with their child during all
Challenger sponsored
games and practices.

Questions please con-
tact them at
nsllchallenger@outlook.com

North Shore Little
League Challenger Divi-
sion Inaugural Season
planned for the Spring of
2018!

This organization and
its activities are not relat-
ed to or sponsored by the
Galena Park Independent
School District.

Delila Flores and Chris-
tian Molina, Woodland
Acres Elementary stu-
dents, were named Galena
Park High School’s Ele-
mentary Students of the
Week!

Flores and Molina were
able to experience their
first high school football
game in style on Friday,
September 15! When they
arrived at the GPISD sta-
dium, the honorees were
greeted by the GPHS
coaching staff and escort-
ed onto the field. They were
recognized by the an-
nouncer and even had an
appearance on the score-
board. During the first
half, the students cheered
on the Yellowjackets and
chatted with Galena Park
High School principal, Mr.

Galena Park High School's
Elementary student of the week

Gardea. After halftime, the
students led the Yellow-
jackets football team out
onto the field!

The students had a
blast at the GPISD stadi-
um and enjoyed the expe-
rience very much! They
were even more excited to
be the first two students
selected as the Students of
the Week for the 2017
GPHS football season!

 Molina said, “It was an
amazing experience. I was
so excited to be there!”

 Flores said, “It was
awesome! I was so sur-
prised and happy to be se-
lected!”

The GPHS Student of
the Week recognizes ele-
mentary students who ex-
emplify excellent behavior
and are role models for
their school. We can’t wait

Delila Flores, left, and Christian Molina, right, named Galena Park
High School’s Elementary Students of the Week.

to see who is selected to
attend the next Galena

Park High School football
game!

GALENA PARK ISD

North Shore Elementary volunteer
receives Prestigious Award

ond member of her family
to earn the Heroes for Chil-
dren award, as her late
husband Alfred received
the award last year.

Eighteen years ago, the
Youens decided to "pay it
forward" and began volun-
teering for our wonderful
school district. For the past
14 years, Mrs. Youens has
focused her work on assist-
ing first and second grade
students with basic read-
ing skills.

 Many volunteers have
referred to Mrs. Youens as
"the mother of the NSE
volunteers."

Congratulations, Mrs.
Youens!

Mrs. Carol Ann Youens, in the middle, receiving the
‘Prestigious Volunteer Award.’
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯AUSTIN — Help-is-on-
the-way announcements
from the governor’s office
came last week as resi-
dents of hard-hit counties
of the state labored to pull
themselves out the watery
mire and windblown night-
mare of Hurricane Harvey.

On Sept. 14, Gov. Greg
Abbott spotlighted Texas
Department of Transporta-
tion contractors’ efforts to
remove debris along state
roadways in the Coastal
Bend, the area that took a
full frontal assault from
the deadly storm that
plowed ashore and bat-
tered Texas in late August
and early September.

“The cleanup in the af-
termath of Hurricane Har-
vey is a job that will take
months for Texans to com-
plete,” Abbott said, “but our
state agencies have been
poised and ready to begin
the work of clearing our
roads and public spaces of
the oftentimes dangerous
debris left by this storm.”

TxDOT, with its initial
focus on Aransas, Nueces,
Refugio and San Patricio
counties, worked to ensure
roads and bridges were
safe for travel. In addition
to debris removal, the work
included damage assess-
ments, reopening roads,
replacing and reactivating
traffic signals, reinstalling
stop, yield and one-way
signs and resuming ferry
service in Port Aransas.

The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and the
Texas Commission on En-
vironmental Quality con-
tinue to coordinate
recovery efforts. As of Sept.
14, the TCEQ reported
that of 2,238 drinking wa-
ter systems affected by
Harvey, some 2,014 sys-
tems are fully operational,
77 have boil-water notices
and 19 were shut down.
Also, the TCEQ said its
personnel had made con-
tact with 1,219 wastewater
treatment plants in the 58
counties within the gover-
nor’s disaster declaration,
and 31 of those were inop-
erable.

AUSTIN, Texas –
Three weeks after the
federal disaster declara-
tion for Hurricane
Harvey, $1.09 billion in
federal funds have been
provided directly to
Texans to aid in their
personal recovery.

The funds include
grants to households from
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency
(FEMA), claims payments
from the National Flood
Insurance Program
(NFIP) and disaster loans
from the U.S. Small
Business Administration
(SBA).

“This is a major
milestone in our collective
effort to support Texans
in their recovery,” said
Federal Coordinating
Officer Kevin Hannes. “A
billion dollars is going
directly to survivors of
Hurricane Harvey three
weeks after the President
declared a major disaster.
This will help people get
started rebuilding their
lives. The speed of this
assistance is historic for
Texas.”

“SBA’s disaster
assistance employees are
committed to helping
businesses and residents
rebuild as quickly as
possible,” said SBA
Acting Regional Adminis-
trator Dorothy Overal.
SBA representatives
continue to meet with
business owners and
residents at all State of
Texas/FEMA Disaster
Recovery Centers and five
SBA Business Recovery
Centers throughout the
impacted area to answer
questions about SBA’s
disaster loan program,
explain the application
process, help them
complete their application
and close their approved
loans. For a list of
locations, visit SBA’s
website at www.sba.gov/
disaster.

As of Sept. 17, 2017:
• FEMA approved

more than $333 million in
grants for eligible
individuals and families
in 39 counties for housing
assistance, including
emergency home repairs,
replacement and rental
assistance.

• FEMA approved
more than $146 million in
grants for replacement of
essential personal
property and help with
medical, dental, legal and
other disaster-related
expenses.

• NFIP paid more than
$347 million to policy-
holders in advance
payments to expedite the
recovery process.

• SBA approved more
than $265 million in low-
interest disaster loans for
homeowners, renters and
businesses.

Ten counties with the
highest FEMA household
assistance totals as of
Sept. 17, 2017:

• Harris County,
$198.6 million

• Galveston County,
$44.7 million

• Fort Bend County,
$22.2 million

• Aransas County,
$18.4 million

Be aware of
contractors
fraud

Harris County
Constable Sherman
Eagleton has worked
tirelessly with the
community aiding in
disaster recovery for
those victimized by
Hurricane Harvey.
Constable Eagleton
wants the citizens of
Harris County to be
aware of contractors
who will prey on the
community during
these difficult times.
We hope in our efforts
to protect our citizens
that all suspicious and
fraudulent activity
would be reported in a
timely manner to
Harris County Pct.3
Constable’s Office.

The Harris County
Pct. 3 Constable’s
Office has made a list
of items citizens should
follow in protecting
themselves from fraud.

Licenses: Ask to see
a contractor's required
state or local licenses,
and write down the
license numbers. Also
ask contractors for
proof that they have
liability and workers
compensation insur-
ance.

Signed contract: Get
a signed contract
before work begins. But
don't sign any contract
with blanks. A dishon-
est contractor could fill
in unfair or fraudulent
terms later.

No advance pay-
ment: Don't pay a
contractor in full before
work begins, or before
it's finished. The
contractor could
disappear with your
money, leaving your
repair job unfinished.
Normally you should
only pay about 20
percent or less upfront.

No cash: Never pay
in cash; pay only with
check or credit card. A
contractor who de-
mands cash may be
trying to avoid paying
taxes or buying legally
required insurance.

Repairs insured:
Check with your
insurance company to
make sure your policy
covers the repairs. Also
have your insurance
adjuster estimate the
damage and probable
cost to repair. This will
give you a reliable
basis for negotiating
repairs with contrac-
tors.

Inspect damage: If
practical, have an
adjuster from your
insurance company
inspect your damage
before repairs begin.

Signing off: Sign the
certificate of job
completion only when
all repairs are finished
to your satisfaction,
and per your signed
contract.

Call Pct. 3: Contact
your state insurance
fraud bureau and local
office of consumer
affairs right away if
you suspect a repair
scam.  Please report
any suspicious or
fraudulent contractors
to dispatch 281-427-
4791 and Crime Tip
Line 832-927-8477.

Citizens, government
agencies continue
hurricane recovery work

Special day is
proclaimed

Gov. Abbott proclaimed
Sept. 12 as “Hand-In-Hand
Day” and encouraged Tex-
ans to keep “the true na-
ture of Texans on full
display” by continuing to
help hurricane victims. He
noted that Texans had re-
sponded generously. “But
there is even more we can
do,” he added. “Now that
the rescues are over, the
response must continue.
Thousands of Texans still
need our help. … At this
time, I encourage my fel-
low Texans to consider the
many ways they can ex-
tend their hand of support
to those impacted by Hur-
ricane Harvey and show
their generosity to those
affected by Hurricane
Irma.” Irma ravaged the
Caribbean islands before
striking Florida with cat-
astrophic force as Texas
and Louisiana reeled from
Hurricane Harvey.

Executive order is
issued

Many Texans found
themselves unable to work
and earn their usual pay-
checks because of Hurri-
cane Harvey.

Gov. Abbott responded
on Sept. 13 by issuing an
executive order suspend-
ing the seven-day waiting
period requirement im-
posed under the state’s la-

bor law and immediately
authorizing benefits to res-
idents who became unem-
ployed as a direct result of
the natural disaster.

AG alleges price
gouging

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton on Sept. 12
filed lawsuits against two
gas stations and a motel,
alleging unlawful price
gouging while consumers
were in need of fuel, shel-
ter and other essentials as
a result of Hurricane Har-
vey.

“It’s unconscionable
that any business would
take advantage of Texans
at their most vulnerable:
those who are displaced
from their homes, have
limited resources and are
in desperate need of fuel,
shelter and the basic ne-
cessities of life,” Paxton
said.

“Texas has tough price-
gouging laws, and my office
will continue to aggres-
sively investigate and
prosecute cases arising
from Hurricane Harvey.”

Texans in affected coun-
ties who believe they’ve
been scammed or price-
gouged may call the Con-
sumer Protection Hotline,
(800) 621-0508, or send a
message to consumer
emergency@oag.texas.gov.

Straus issues list of
charges

Texas House Speaker
Joe Straus on Sept. 14 di-
rected the House commit-
tees on Appropriations,
Public Education and Nat-
ural Resources to begin
studying issues related to
Hurricane Harvey and
state preparations for fu-
ture natural disasters.

Findings from the com-
mittees’ studies will figure
into deliberations in the
next regular legislative
session, which will begin in
January 2019.

“The importance of get-
ting these issues right
when we meet again de-
mands that we start work-
ing on them now,” Straus
wrote in a letter to the
committees. “I also hope
you’ll point us in a direc-
tion that will lead to new
and innovative solutions,
even as we confront famil-
iar challenges.”

AG cheers election
ruling

Attorney General Pax-
ton released a statement
on Sept. 12 after the U.S.
Supreme Court blocked
two lower-court rulings
that recently invalidated
parts of Texas’ House and
congressional maps.

The high court rulings
should enable Texas to con-
tinue to use maps that the
state used in the last three
election cycles, Paxton
said.

More than $1 billion in
Federal Funds approved
for Texas survivors

• Brazoria County,
$15.8 million

• Jefferson County,
$14.2 million

• Orange County,
$13.3 million

• Chambers County,
$12.7 million

• San Patricio County,
$9.9 million

• Nueces County, $9.6
million

In addition, FEMA’s
Public Assistance Pro-
gram approved $181
million for local and state
agencies to reimburse the
costs of debris removal
and emergency response.

FEMA also made $516
million in mission
assignments to more than
two dozen federal agen-
cies to assist in response
and recovery operations.
The agencies include:
Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, Army
Corps of Engineers,
Customs and Border
Protection, Corporation
for National and Commu-
nity Service, Defense
Logistics Agency, Depart-
ment of Homeland
Security, Department of
Housing and Urban
Development, Depart-
ment of Justice, Depart-
ment of Commerce,
Department of Defense,
Department of Energy,
Department of the
Interior, Department of
State, Department of
Transportation, Environ-
mental Protection
Agency, Federal Aviation
Administration, Federal
Communications Com-
mission, Federal Protec-
tive Service, General
Services Administration,
Department of Health
and Human Services,
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administra-
tion, Occupational Health
& Safety Administration,
National Park Service,
Transportation Security
Administration, U.S. Air
Force, U.S. Coast Guard,
U.S. Department of
Agriculture and U.S.
Forest Service.

Residents who experi-
enced disaster-related,
under-insured losses in
the following counties
should register for
assistance with FEMA:
Austin, Aransas, Bastrop,
Bee, Brazoria, Calhoun,
Chambers, Colorado,
DeWitt, Fayette, Fort
Bend, Galveston, Goliad,
Gonzales, Hardin, Harris,
Jackson, Jasper, Jeffer-
son, Karnes, Kleberg,
Lavaca, Lee, Liberty,
Matagorda, Montgomery,
Newton, Nueces, Orange,
Polk, Refugio, Sabine,
San Jacinto, San Patricio,
Tyler, Victoria, Walker,
Waller and Wharton
Counties.

Registration is easy:

• Online at
DisasterAssistance.gov.

• Phone 800-621-3362
(voice, 711/VRS-Video
Relay Service) (TTY: 800-
462-7585). Multilingual
operators are available
(press 2 for Spanish).

• Via the FEMA app,
available for Apple and
Android mobile devices.
To download visit:
fema.gov/mobile-app.–
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Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS
P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX

281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565, Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive    281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ROOF LEAKING

1-844-938-7663
All Roof Types Repairs

Call Mr. Roofer

1-844-WET ROOF

281-452-0000

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

Whoever believes in me, as
Scripture has said, rivers of
living water will flow from

within them.
John 7:38

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

God is our refuge
and strengh, a

very present help
in trouble

Psalm: 46:1

Harris County Water Control
Improvement District No. 21

Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The Harris County Water Control Improvement District No. 21 will hold a
public hearing on a proposed tax rate for the tax year 2017 on October 2,
2017 at 6:00 p.m. at 15808 Avenue C, Channelview, Texas 77530 .Your
individual taxes may increase or decrease, depending on the change in the
taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of
all other property and the tax rate that is adopted.

FOR the proposal: Pete Brady, Bill Hamblen, R.L. McRae & Jimmy

        Ramsey

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: Jimmy Smith

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in
this taxing unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence
homestead this year.

2016           2017

          Last Year       This Year

Total tax rate (per $100 of value)           $0.366/$100       $0.366/$100

Adopted         Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value        $0.00/$100

Percentage increase/decrease in rates (+/-)            0.00%

Average appraised value         $ 88,239            $ 94,055

General exemptions available

     (excluding senior citizen's or disabled

     person's exemptions)        $     -       $     -

Average taxable value        $ 88,239             $ 94,055

Tax on average residence homestead             $ 322.95             $ 344.24

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if

proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)       $21.29

and percentage of increase (+/-)       6.59%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS' RIGHT TO
ROLLBACK ELECTION

If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more than eight
percent, the qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an
election be held to determine whether to reduce the operation and mainte-
nance tax rate to the rollback tax rate under Section 49.236(d), Water Code.

Mike Arterburn, Tax Assessor-Collector
(713) 688-3855

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Sacred Heart Catholic Church Altar Society showing one of the four quilts that will be
auctioned at the 77th Annual Czech Festival on Sunday, October 1, at the Crosby
Fairgrounds. Pictures left to right are: Josephine Svoboda, Katie Hanus, Sue Matthews,
Kathy Roder, Merlinda Canada and Marilyn Sikora. The Altar Society makes fours quilts
each year and hand quilts them throughout the year. For more information on the Czech
Festival, call 281-328-4871.

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church Czech Fest

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Isaiah in the Old or New Testament
or neither?
2. Whose first chapter begins, "The former treatise
have I made, O Theophilus"? Matthew, Luke, John,
Acts
3. From Acts 9, where did Peter cure Aeneas? Tyre,
Neapolis, Lydda, Gibeon
4. As found in Numbers 20, where did Aaron die?
Mount of Olives, Pisgah, Mount Hor, Gilboa
5. From Acts 24, what was Felix's wife, Drusilla?
Pharisee, Gentile, Greek, Jewess
6. In 2 Kings 1, what Philistine city worshipped
Baalzebub? Ekron, Succoth, Gomorrah, Antipatris

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Acts; 3) Lydda; 4) Mount
Hor; 5) Jewess; 6) Ekron

Charity events rescheduled
due to Hurricane Harvey

HIGHLANDS & CROS-
BY – This year annual
events have had to be can-
celled or rescheduled due
to Hurricane Harvey. The
process is still on-going but
the majority of events have
been set for time and loca-
tion, now.

Saturday, September 30,
is the Eastside Veteran’s
Car Show at Crosby Mid-
dle School behind the
school and in the parking
lot before the football field
it all begins at about 8 and
runs until about 3 p.m..

That night, beginning at
7:00 p.m. at Crawfish
Shack the Crosby Educa-
tion Foundation is having
their Annual Teacher’s
Grant Award Dinner.

The following morning,
Oct. 1, is the heritage tra-
dition of the Czech Festi-
val to benefit Sacred Heart
Catholic Church. It is the
77th and begins at the
Crosby Fairgrounds at
11:30 a.m. Take your pick
this year between barbe-
cue with sausage dinners
and tamale dinners. Then
treat yourself to kolaches
or other home made past-
ries. The Czech music and
dance is always a treat as
well as the live auction. Sa-

cred Heart can be reached
at (281) 328-4871.

The next Saturday, Oct.
7, Highlands Horizons is
hosting a parade at 10:00
a.m. to feature contes-
tants from the Miss High-
lands and Highlands
Junior Miss Beauty Pag-
eant.

The following Saturday,
Oct. 14 has by far the most
entries of any this year.
The morning begins with
the Jared Jamail Golf
Tournament at Stone-
bridge in Newport. This
year a lucky hole in one
golfer could win a new car
from Turner Chevrolet in
Crosby.

The Jamail tourney has
become famous for provid-
ing scholarships to Cros-
by students to continue
their education but this
year, owing to the hurri-
cane, it will also grant
funds for those hardest hit
by the hurricane in Cros-
by and in Kingwood.

The same day, at 2 and
7 p.m. the Miss Highlands
Pageant will begin. This
year’s event is to be held
at Highlands Junior
School.

Meanwhile in Crosby,
the Cody Stephens Memo-

rial, GBOGH fundraiser to
provide EKG screenings to
first time athletes begins at
7:00 p.m. This event has
been the gala event of Au-
gust before but had to be
pushed back due to the hur-
ricane and pushed up due
to the availability of the
David H. McNerney Amer-
ican Legion Hall Post 658.
Scott Stephens here is
questing for the upgrade of
testing first year athletes
for heart conditions to in-
clude the two centuries old
stethoscope and now a mod-
ern electrocardiogram anal-
ysis. All this predicated
upon the loss of his son,
Cody Stephens to sudden
death a heart condition too
often the first symptoms of
which is death. Stephens
has for four years now tak-
en his case to the Texas
State Legislature for legis-
lation to incorporate the
new machine.

Eastside Veterans are
still planning to have their
Veterans Fete and parade
on November 11, the histor-
ical day that World War I
ended a Century ago.

The Highlands Jambo-
ree has been moved back
until Dec. 2

What the tide brought in

Appearing on Galveston Beach Sept. 14, this unidentified creature is being
studied.
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EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923
Mrroofer@mail.com

New Roofs, Repairs, Painting,
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

HARDI PLANK SIDING

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

Monitor your unit
alarm through Free

Phone App!!
All Climate Control

Open daily
6:00 am - 10:00 p.m

8720 Sierra Ranch Dr.
Houston, TX 77044

281-783-9497

www.sierraranchstorage.comwww.sierraranchstorage.com

Commercial
Printing

713-977-2555

The Death of Common Sense
Today we mourn the passing of a
beloved old friend, Common
Sense, who has been with us for
many years. No one knows for
sure how old he was, since his
birth records were long ago lost
in bureaucratic red tape.
He will be remembered as hav-
ing cultivated such valuable les-
sons as:
Knowing when to come in out of
the rain;
Why the early bird gets the
worm;
Life isn’t always fair,
And maybe it was my fault.
Common sense lived by simple,
sound financial policies (don’t
spend more than you can earn)
and reliable strategies (adults
are in charge not children).
His health began to deteriorate
rapidly when well intentioned but
overbearing regulations were set
in place. Reports of an 8 year old
boy charged with sexual harass-
ment for kissing a classmate,
teens suspended from school for
using mouthwash after lunch,
and a teacher fired for repri-
manding an unruly student, only
worsened his condition.
Common sense lost ground
when parents attacked teachers
for doing the job they themselves
had failed to do in disciplining
their unruly children. It declined
even further when schools were
required to get parental consent
to administer sun lotion or an
aspirin to a student, but could not
inform parents when a student
became pregnant and wanted to
have an abortion.

Students in Alan Stone’s
Aerospace Engineering
class at Channelview High
School are being recog-
nized for achieving the top
level of performance in a
statewide STEM education
program.

The award is presented
to schools that design,
build, and launch a rocket
that meets 100 percent of
the standards of one of the
levels in the SystemsGo
program. Channelview
was one of only six schools
honored for the highest
level of achievement.

“We are very proud of
these students and their
dedication that they have
put into preparing for this
competition,” said Robert
Laird, Channelview High
School principal. “Being
named as one of the top
teams shows that their
knowledge and attention
to detail truly made an
impression on others.”

SystemsGo is a four-
year STEM (Science Tech-
nology Engineering Math)
curriculum that uses
project-based learning to
stimulate workplace skills.

“Our students have put

Diamond Jim: "What is
Common Sense and
does it still exist?"

Common sense lost the will to
live as the churches became
businesses, and criminals re-
ceived better treatment than their
victims. Common sense took a
beating when you couldn’t de-
fend yourself from a burglar in
your own home and the burglar
could sue you for assault. Com-
mon sense finally gave up the
will to live, after a woman failed
to realize that a steaming cup of
coffee was hot. She spilled a
little in her lap, and was promptly
awarded a huge settlement.
Common sense was preceded in
death, by
His parents, truth and trust
His wife, discretion
His daughter, Responsibility
His son, reason.
He is survived by his 4 step-
brothers
I know my rights
I want my rights
I want it now
I’m a victim.
Not many attended his funeral
because so few realized he was
gone. If you’re struggling to un-
derstand all of this…that’s
alright…it’s just Common Sense.

If you have questions pertaining
to jewelry, watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious met-
als, and other questions related
to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.
Diamond Jim is a diamond deal-
er and precious metals broker of
NTR Metals.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

Students in Channelview High School’s Aerospace
Engineering class prepare their “Red Scare” rocket for launch
during the SystemsGo state competition recently.

Channelview High School students
earn top awards for rocket launch

in long hours to make sure
that our rocket performs at
its highest level,” Stone
said. “These types of
projects require students
to put of all of the STEM
concepts they have learned
into practice. Seeing the
end result of what they’ve
created and the rocket tak-
ing flight is simply amaz-
ing.”

The Channelview stu-
dents participated at the
Tsiolkovsky level of compe-
tition, which requires their
rocket to loft a one-pound
payload one mile high.
Successful teams met the

following criteria:
• Successful launch, re-

covery, and data extraction
• Maximum altitude

less than or equal to 6,500
feet

• Certified by Range
Safety Officer

Members of Channel-
view’s team, who named
their group as the “Red
Scare,” include Obed Ger-
ardo Garcia, Lance Tyler
Houston, Jesus Montoya
Colunga, Emmanuel Mar-
tin Salinas, Sergio
Sanchez, John Anthony
Cassell, Adam Ray Chew,
Sylvia Alicia Martinez,

Martin Partida, Jr., Mat-
thew Lawrence Ritter, Se-
baztian Benavides,
Esteban Cruz, Jose Anto-
nio Escobedo, Freddy Agu-
irre, Alyssabeth Beret
Castillo, Alexis Ayana
Plunkett and Mitzi Tran-
quilino Torres.

“We congratulate all
teachers and students that
participated in this compe-
tition for reaching their
respective goals,” said
Rebekah Hyatt, program
director of the SystemsGo
program. “This not only
confirms the ability of high
school students to design,
build, and launch a vehicle
according to strict princi-
ples, but also shows their
hard work.”

As students advance
through the SystemsGo
program, they begin by
building small model rock-
ets as they learn the prin-
ciples of flight. The
program has been featured
on NBC Nightly News, is
endorsed by NASA and
certified by The Space
Foundation. It is now used
in more than 50 high
schools in Texas, New Mex-
ico, and Oregon.

HOUSTON – San Jacin-
to College marked the
grand opening of the new
Center for Industrial Tech-
nology (CIT) on the Col-
lege’s North campus,
Tuesday, Aug. 15, 2017.
More than 100 guests, in-
cluding faculty and staff,
elected officials, industry
partners and community
members, attended the
event.

The facility is located
front and center on the
College’s North campus at
5801 Uvalde Rd., in Hous-
ton. It is a location that
speaks to the increase in
demand of skilled workers
in all areas industrial tech-
nology.

“This state-of-the-art
facility is a direct response

SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

Grand opening unveils state-of-the-
art industrial education facility

San Jacinto College marked the grand opening of the new Center for Industrial Technology
(CIT) on the college’s North campus, Tuesday, August 15, 2017.

See Industrial
Education, Page 8
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words.

Call 281-328-9605

DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS,
CLASS-A:
Immediate
Openings!
All Miles Paid, .85++
per loaded mile!
100% PAID Health,
Dental, Vision
and More for EVERY
Employee!
21yoa with 1yr
Class-A CDL
(HazMat & Tank
Exp. NOT Req)
Call Martin
Transport:
Baytown: 855-252-
1634; Channelview:
855-395-4532.

               35-2

RENT/LEASE

FURNISHED
ROOMS,
All  bills paid. Com-
mon areas, secured
parking, quit area.
Transit worker, Adults
only, No smoking .
Highlands, area.
Call Mr. Bill @
281-843-2626
for details.

             33-5

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

A public meeting is being held on Thursday October 26, 2017 at
6:00PM at 12900 Crosby Lynchburg Road, Barrett Station, Texas, to
discuss the Harris County MUD 50’s proposed project to construct a
new Waste Water Treatment Plant and associated sewer and force
main lines at Harris County MUD 50 owned property, located near
Barrett, Texas, south of FM 1942 between Milo Drive and Jean La
Fitte.  One of the purposes of this hearing is to discuss the potential
environmental impacts of the project and alternatives to it.  The total
estimated cost of the project is $3,500,000.  The estimated monthly bill
for a typical resident is currently $37.50 of in-district consumers and
$63.50 for out-of-district consumers.  At this time no user rate increase
is expected, as the project will be funded by grant funds, if an increase
is expected to occur, residents and businesses will be notified.  At this
time no connection fee/tax/surcharge/other fee of will be required.  An
application for financial assistance for the project has been (will be)
filed with the Texas Water Development Board, P.O. Box 13231,
Austin, Texas, 78711-3231.  An Environmental Information Document
for the project has been prepared which will be available for public
review at the Harris County MUD 50 District Office at 12900 Crosby
Lynchburg Road, Barrett Station, Texas between the hours of 9:00 AM
and 4:00 PM for 30 days following the date of this notice. Written
comments on the proposed project may be sent to 1018 Frost St.
Rosenberg, TX 77471 or to the Texas Water Development Board.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

HARRIS COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NUMBER ONE

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE

Notice is hereby given that the Board of the Directors of Harris County
Water Control and Improvement District Number One at a meeting held
on the 12th day of September, 2017 adopted an ordinance adopting amend-
ed rates and fees for services and rules and regulations; establishing cer-
tain other policies and providing penalties and violations thereof.  A copy
of the Ordinance is on file at the principal office of the District, 125 San
Jacinto Avenue, Highlands, Harris County, Texas, where it may be read in
full.

/s/ Leon R. Mullins
President, Board of Directors

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

2017 Property Tax Rates in Harris County
Emergency Service District No. 60

This notice concerns the 2017 property tax rates for Harris County
Emergency Service District No. 60. It presents information about three
tax rates. Last year's tax rate is the actual tax rate the taxing unit used
to determine property taxes last year. This year's effective tax rate would
impose the same total taxes as last year if you compare properties taxed
in both years. This year's rollback tax rate is the highest tax rate the
taxing unit can set before taxpayers start rollback procedures. In each
case these rates are found by dividing the total amount of taxes by the
tax base (the total value of taxable property) with adjustments as re-
quired by state law. The rates are given per $100 of property value.

Last year's tax rate:
    Last year's operating taxes $2,306,944
    Last year's debt taxes $0
    Last year's total taxes $2,306,944
    Last year's tax base $4,613,888,000
    Last year's total tax rate $0.0500/$100
This year's effective tax rate:
    Last year's adjusted taxes
    (after subtracting taxes on lost property) $2,303,560
   ÷ This year's adjusted tax base
    (after subtracting value of new property) $4,666,439,355
   =This year's effective tax rate $0.0493/$100
(Maximum rate unless unit publishes notices and holds hearings.)

This year's rollback tax rate:
    Last year's adjusted operating taxes $2,276,932
    (after subtracting taxes on lost property and
adjusting for any transferred function, tax
increment financing, state criminal justice
mandate, and/or enhanced indigent
healthcare expenditures)
   ÷ This year's adjusted tax base $4,666,439,355
   =This year's effective operating rate $0.0488/$100
    x 1.08=this year's maximum operating rate $0.0527/$100
    + This year's debt rate $0.0000/$100
    = This year's total rollback rate $0.0527/$100

Statement of Increase/Decrease
If Harris County Emergency Service District No. 60 adopts a 2017 tax

rate equal to the effective tax rate of $0.0493 per $100 of value, taxes
would increase compared to 2016 taxes by $75,538.

Schedule A - Unencumbered Fund Balance
The following estimated balances will be left in the unit's property

tax accounts at the end of the fiscal year. These balances are not encum-
bered by a corresponding debt obligation.

Type of Property Tax Fund Balance
Unencumbered Fund 4,000,000

Schedule B - 2017 Debt Service
The unit plans to pay the following amounts for long-term debts that

are secured by property taxes. These amounts will be paid from property
tax revenues (or additional sales tax revenues, if applicable).

                    Principal or Contract   Interest to be      Other Amounts    Total
 Description of Debt    Payment to be Paid         Paid from               to be Paid               Payment

                    from Property Taxes     Property Taxes

0 0     0           0

  Total required for 2017 debt service $0
- Amount (if any) paid from Schedule A $0
- Amount (if any) paid from other resources $0
- Excess collections last year $0
= Total to be paid from taxes in 2017 $0
+ Amount added in anticipation that the unit
will collect only 100.00% of its taxes in 2017 $0
= Total debt levy $0

This notice contains a summary of actual effective and rollback tax
rates' calculations. You can inspect a copy of the full calculations at 1001
Preston, Houston, TX 77002.

          Name of person preparing this notice: Ann Harris Bennett
          Title: Harris County Tax Assessor-Collector
          Date Prepared: 09/15/2017

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 459,684; Estate
of RONALD LEE
BOWMAN, De-
ceased; In Probate
Court No. 4, of Har-
ris County, Texas,
Deceased, were is-
sued on September
6, 2017.

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
5223 Garth Rd.

Baytown, TX
77521

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this September
21, 2017.

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate

LEGAL NOTICE

Classified ADS
281-328-9605

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community
Center
Backdraft Rest.
Woodforest
Bank
Conoco Station
Post Office
(outside)

CROSBY:
Library
Community
Center
Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Kroger’s
Community
Bank (2)

HUFFMAN
Exxon Station
Community
Bank

Where can I
pick up a
Star-Courier?
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JON
Hershburger
Pre-Owned Mgr

PAUL
 Kiessling

DEBBIE
Fannin

SCOTT
Fannin

ANTHONY
Jordan
Sales Manager

MARC
Sorelle
Finance Mgr

MARC
Anthony

DAVID
Mendez
General Manager

ROBERT
Turner
Owner

JOSE
Umaña

JASON
Lowry

FRED
Ramsey

ROBBIE
Turner

LEON
Wilson

T.J.
Roberts

EPA tours Waste Pits,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

brane, Pruitt said
“When you have a tem-
porary situation like
this, when you take
rock and put it on top
of a site to secure it,
you have a big enough
storm, something like
this, that could cause a
disruption of that rock
and a release could oc-
cur. We pray that didn’t
happen here. That’s
what we are testing.”

Pruitt was able to see
the 1/3 of the material
that is above the wa-
terline, but 2/3 of the
toxic waste remain be-
low, with its condition
of containment not re-
ally known. Days after
Pruitt left the site,
divers were still in the
river probing the cap’s
condition below the wa-
terline.

After walking the
site, and viewing the
extent of the problem,
Pruitt said he would
take quick action, but
did not indicate which
“permanent solution”

At the end of the on-site tour, Pruitt was able to talk with local
environmentalists Scott Jones of GBF and Jackie Young of THEA,
who explained their concerns about leaving the toxic waste in place
with only a cap to protect future containment. A complete removal
of the waste material is favored by local residents and recommended
in the last EPA report, he was told.

During the on-site inspection, Pruitt and his group were able to
see sights such as this rock cover and geotech membrane, pushed
back by the force of the river, and exposing the material contained
underneath. Tests are planned to learn if any toxic waste was able
to escape from several similar areas. Drone photos showed the
site with a number of areas opened like this.

he favored. The EPA staff
has recommended com-
plete removal of the toxic
material, which might
mean as many as 17,000
truckloads hauled off the
site, a project that will take
over a year and cost up to
$60 million dollars. How-
ever, another group (San
Jacinto Citizens Against
Polution) has recommend-
ed to the EPA that they
build a permanent con-
crete cap, with administra-
tive controls for the next
75 years.

Pruitt said “Our team
at Region 6, the EPA has
really each year had to
come in here and provide
some kind of remedial ef-
fort to the site -- that’s not
good. You don’t want that
and that’s absent a hurri-
cane. So as we look to an-
swers here, they need to
be permanent, they need
to provide confidence with
the people of this area that
it’s going to be for the long
haul and we fix this situa-
tion, so that anxiety goes
away.”

Environmentalist ac-
tivists Scott Jones of
GBF and Jackie Young
of THEA were pleased
that Pruitt had visited
the site, witnessed the
problem first-hand, and
promised a quick solu-
tion.

Jones said “He said he
would expedite the deci-
sion. EPA staff has al-
ready said removal is the
right course.”

Jackie Young cau-
tioned that “As long as
the waste pits stay in the
river, our residents won’t
feel safe, expecially in
the storm situations that
we have had recently.
Administrator Pruitt
made it clear he under-
stands that.”

Pruitt was able to tour
some of the other 42 Su-
perfund Sites in Harris
County during his visit.

T h e  f i n a l  R O D
(Record of Decision) for
the San Jacinto River
Waste Pits site is due to
be announced before the
end of the year.

Industrial Education,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to industry need,” said Dr.
Brenda Hellyer, San Jacin-
to College Chancellor. “We
have a strong economy in
the Gulf Coast region and
we understand the impor-
tance of supporting our in-
dustry partners to fill the
workforce pipeline. This
facility will help incum-
bent workers get the cre-
dentials they need to keep
our region’s economy
strong, while training new
workers to meet industry
demand."

 The grand opening fea-
tured remarks from Dr.
Hellyer; Dr. Bill Raffetto,
provost; Mark Johnson,
dean of business and tech-
nology; and Dr. Sallie Kay
Janes, associate vice chan-
cellor of continuing profes-
sional development.

The $36 million,
114,000 square foot center
features technologically
advanced facilities for
welding, pipefitting, elec-
trical technology, air condi-
tioning, diesel technology,
engineering design graph-
ics, construction manage-
ment and sheet metal and
advanced manufacturing.

Through support from

industry, San Jacinto Col-
lege is able to offer some of
the “finest facilities in the
state, if not the country,”
according to Johnson.

In collaboration with In-
ternational Trucks of
Houston, the diesel tech-
nology department recent-
ly purchased a 2012
Navistar Prostar 18-
wheeler. This new truck
allows students to learn
how to troubleshoot ad-
vanced electrical issues
that many diesel engine in-
dustry professionals en-
counter.

 Both the commercial
air conditioning and pipe-
fitting technology pro-
grams have four-course
occupational certificates
that allow students to be-
come employable in only
one semester. Employment
for graduates is projected
to grow 12 percent from
2014 to 2024. Median pay
is currently $50,823 per
year in the Gulf Coast re-
gion according to 2016
data from the Texas Work-
force Commission. Many
pipefitting students have
been recipients of scholar-
ships through a generous

gift from PVF Roundtable
that offers them $500 upon
enrollment and $500 upon
certificate completion.

 Electrical technology
has three state-of-the-art
labs that include a hands-
on wiring lab, a motor con-
trol lab with 20 computers
containing CAD software
and a PLC skills lab with
programmable logic con-
trollers.

 The San Jacinto Col-
lege welding technology
program is the largest
technical program in the
business and technology
division. With four full-
time and nine part-time
instructors, the College
enrolls more than 600 stu-
dents in any given term.
The CIT welding facility
has 120 welding stations,
most equipped with Lin-
coln Electric welding ma-
chines and a
state-of-the-art Lincoln
Real Weld diagnostic tool,
that provides students
with real-time data to
make them more efficient
welders.

 Each of these programs
are supported by industry
partners and continue to
grow in demand.

Flood scenes from the North Shore

‘WECOME TO HOUSTON” says the sign on this I-10 Motel, now closed for repairs. The
parking lot is paved with mud, the interior furnishing piled outside.

HUNDREDS OF HOMES along Greens and Goodyear Bayous had 4’ to 8’ of water inside
their homes, with furniture and wallboard torn out and placed curbside.


