
The San Jacinto River runs 
through eastern Harris County 
from Lake Houston to Galves-
ton Bay.  In the 1960s, Cham-
pion Paper Co.—which is now 
International Paper Co.—had its 
paper mill sludge dumped at a 
site along the San Jacinto River 
where the Interstate 10 bridge 
is now located.  This sludge was 
barged from Champion’s paper 
mill and dumped in open pits on 
land that jutted out into the River.  
records show that this land was 
owned by McGinnes Industrial 
Maintenance Corp. (“MIMC”), 
which is now a subsidiary of 
Waste Management.

The site where the waste was 
dumped was not stable, and the 
walls of the pits were washed 
away by the River, with much of 
the site now underwater. None 
of the companies involved—
not Champion, not International 
Paper, not MIMC, not Waste 
Management—took any steps to 
maintain the site or to make sure 
that the paper mill waste did not 
enter the River.

The paper mill waste was 
contaminated with a chemical 
called dioxin. The World Health 
organization has determined 
that the specific kind of dioxin 
dumped at the pits—2,3,7,8-
TCDD—is a human carcinogen. 
The substance can also cause a 
severe skin disease called chol-
oracne, as well as liver damage 
and changes in hormonal levels, 
among other health impacts.

When the pits failed and be-
came inundated with water, di-
oxin was released into the River. 
The dioxin levels in the River are 
many times higher than the safe 
amounts.

Because of the dangers of the 
dioxin contamination in the San 
Jacinto River, the State of Texas 
has issued advisories warning of 
the dangers of eating crab or fish 
from the San Jacinto River Site 
area. Women who are nursing or 
pregnant, or who may become 
pregnant, and children are espe-
cially warned not to eat crab or 
fish from the area.

In the late-
2000s, the United 
States Environ-
mental Protec-
tion Agency (the 
“EPA”) designat-
ed the San Jacinto 
River Waste Pit 
Site as a Super-
fund site because 
of the dioxin con-
tamination. That 
means that the 
federal govern-
ment recognized 
that the site was a danger to the 
public and the environment and 
took steps to stop the releases 
until it could be cleaned up. The 
EPA required International Paper 
and MIMC to place a temporary 
cap on the site to try to stop the 
dioxin flow into the River. The 
EPA is still deciding on the best 
way to permanently clean up the 
site and protect the public from 
the dioxin.

In 2011, Harris County Attor-
ney Vince Ryan filed suit against 
International Paper, MIMC, and 
Waste Management, seeking 
civil penalties for their violation 
of Texas environmental laws. 
The case was tried in 2014, and 
MIMC and Waste Management 
settled right before the case 
went to the jury. They agreed to 
pay over $29 million in penal-
ties and fees. That is believed 

to be the largest environmental 
civil penalty in Texas history for 
water violations and the second 
largest environmental civil pen-
alty of any type in Texas history. 
As a result of the settlement from 
the civil penalty action against 
MIMC and Waste Management, 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment has $10 million to ad-
dress issues environmental is-
sues along the San Jacinto River 
to mitigate the effects of envi-
ronmental contamination.  If you 
would like to learn more about 
this grant, please see click on 
this link to learn more about the 
$10 Million Dollar Grant

What kind of water are we 
going to leave our children and 
grandchildren?

The San Jacinto River Waste 
pits - an environmental tragedy.

History of the San Jacinto River
Waste Pits

US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, and 
Waste Management.

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerboker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.
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Who is involved in the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund?

PROJECTS 
fUNDED BY 

TExAS PARKS & 
WIlDlIfE DEPT.

The result is a series of grants, 
including: 
• City of Baytown, Parks and Rec-
reation Department -Baytown 
Boat Ramps and Fishing Piers 
R epa i r  a nd  I m pro vem ents 
-$1,634,415 for repair of three 
boat ramps and one fishing pier 
• Harris County Precinct 2 -Juan 
Seguin  Park  Improvements 
-$2,702,099 for park construction 
• Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment -San Jacinto Battle-
ground Northshore Restoration -
$230,000 to conduct planning and 
engineering for habitat restoration 
• Harris County Precinct 4 -San 
Jacinto River Park and Boat 
Launch/Phase I -$4,500,000 to 
a c q u i r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 9 
acres of land on Lake Hous-
t o n  i n  m u l t i p l e  p h a s e s 
• City of Baytown, Parks and 
Recreation Department -Ever-
green Bluff Park Acquisition and 
Development -$467,000 to acquire 
approximately 21 acres of land 
• Peter A. Cushman and Jes-
sica Woods -From Waste Pits 
to  Environmenta l  S tabi l i ty : 
Understanding, Appreciating 
and Educating the San Jacinto 
River Water Shed -$33,200 to 
i m p l e m e n t  a  k a y a k - b a s e d 
r i v e r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m 
• Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment -Sheldon Lake Prairie 
Wetland Restoration Phase V -
$308,086 for native prairie restoration 
• Grafikpress Corp. -SJRWP 
Superfund News -$85,200 to 
publish and distribute special 
e d i t i o n  n e w s p a p e r s 
• San Jacinto River Coalition -SJRC 
Regional Education Program -$40,000
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Are You Eating Fish & Crab from the San Jacinto River? 
¿Estás comiendo pescado y cangrejo del Río San Jacinto?

What types of health effects 
does exposure to dioxins 
cause? 

There is some evidence that ex-
posure to relatively low levels 
of dioxins over long periods of 
time is linked to: 
 

Reduced liver function• 
An increased risk for devel-• 
oping type 2 diabetes 
Changes in the immune sys-• 
tem or the body’s ability to 
fight disease San Jacinto Riv-
er? 
Increased risk of cancer • 
Reproductive and develop-• 
mental defects in children 
whose mothers are exposed 
during pregnancy 

People who have been exposed 
to considerably higher levels of 
dioxins (as in work related ex-
posures or industrial accidents) 
have developed chloracne. 
Chloracne is a skin condition 
that: 

Looks like severe acne • 
Is found more often on the • 
cheeks, neck, back, behind 
the ears, in the 
armpits, and in the groin • 
Is more difficult to cure and • 

, 
USArmy COE
The Army Corps of 
Engineers has completed 
Technical Studies on the 
Environmental impact of 6+ 
strategies to Cap or Remove 
the toxic wastes.
Their recommendations 
are included in a 237 page 
report, favoring a modified 
cap over removal, but 
stating either is possible.

TPWD
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
was designted by the 
legislature, with the help 
of Representative Wayne 
Smith, to administer $10 
million of the lawsuit 
settlement funds for 
environmental projects 
along the River.

HC PCT 2
Pct. 2 received $10 
million of the $29.2 million 
settlement, and plans to 
use it for environmental 
projects within 5 miles of 
the Waste Pits, according 
to Commissioner 
Morman.

HARRIS COUNTY
Various departments 
are involved, including 
Grants Administration, 
Polution Control, and 
Public Health.

GBf
Galveston Bay foundation 
maintains a website 
with information on all 
of the Waste Pits parties 
actions, and other 
matters of interest to the 
environmental health of 
the River and Galveston 
Bay.

OTHERS
-- TCEQ
-- US Coast Guard
-- Private Attorneys
-- Houston Chronicle
-- City of Baytown

Environmental 
Warnings

“Lee primero, y pesca despues, Sepa
lo que es seguro para poner en su plato”

Tamaño de porciones de pescado
Para adultos: Una porcion es de 6-8 onzas 
de pescado crudo ( mas o menos el tamaño 
de la mano de un adulto - ovalo azul

Para niños: Una porcion es de 2-4 onzas de 
pescado crudo (mas o menos el tamaño de la 
palma de un adulto - ovalo naranja

Hasta 8 porciones por mes
Hasta 4 porciones por mes
Evite comerlos

Peces sacados del Rio San Jacinto, Canal de navegacion y parte alta de la Bahía de Galveston
contaminantes de interés: dioxins, organochlorine pesticides. y PCB’s

Peces sacados de la Bahía de Galveston (Incluyendo Chocolate, East, Trinity, y West Bays)
contaminantes de interés: dioxins, y PCB’s

can cause more scarring 
than regular acne 

How can I reduce my exposure 
to dioxins from the SJRWP?
 

Adults should limit consump-• 
tion of all species of fish and 
crab from this area to no 
more than (1) eight ounce (8 
oz) meal per month 
Women who are nursing, • 
pregnant, or who may be-
come pregnant, and children 
under 12 should not con-
sume any fish or crab from 
this area 
Adults and children should • 
avoid the risk of exposure 
through skin contact by not 
camping, fishing, or picnick-
ing at the SJRWP site

¿Qué efectos sobre la salud cau-
san la exposición a las dioxinas ?

Hay algunas pruebas de que la ex-
posición a niveles relativamente ba-
jos de dioxinas durante largos perío-
dos de tiempo está vinculados a:

Función hepática reducida• 
Un aumento del riesgo de desar-• 
rollar diabetes tipo 2

Los cambios en el sistema in-• 
mune o la capacidad del cuerpo 
para combatir las enfermedades 
del Río San Jacinto?

Aumento del riesgo de cáncer• 
Defectos reproductivos y de de-• 

sarrollo en los niños cuyas ma-
dres están expuestas durante el 
embarazo

Las personas que han estado ex-
puestas a niveles considerablemente 
más altos de dioxinas (como en las 

exposiciones relacionadas con el 
trabajo o accidentes industriales) 
han desarrollado acné clórico. El clo-
racné es una afección cutánea que

Parece acné pero más severo• 
Se encuentra con más frecuencia • 
en las mejillas, el cuello, la espal-
da, detrás de las orejas, en el
las axilas y en la ingle• 
Es más difícil de curar y puede • 
causar más cicatrices que el 
acné regular

¿Cómo puedo reducir mi ex-
posición a dioxinas del SJRWP?

Adultos deben limitar el consumo • 
de todas las especies de peces y 
cangrejos de esta zona a no más 
de 1 comida de ocho onzas (8 oz) 
por mes
Las mujeres que están ama-• 
mantando, embarazadas o que 
puedan quedar embarazadas y 
niños menores de 12 años no de-
ben consumir ningún pescado o 
cangrejo de esta zona
Los adultos y los niños deben • 
evitar el riesgo de exposición a 
través de contacto con la piel al 
no campar, pesca, picnic en el 
sitio SJRWP

For more information about fish advisories on bans in Texas contact the: 
Para obtener más información acerca de avisos de pesca  o sobre las 

prohibiciones en Texas contacte al:

Seafood and Aquatic life Group
http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/seafood/default.shtm

512-834-6757


