
US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, and 
Waste Management.

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerbocker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.
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FREE Take One

Morman wants new EPA head Pruitt to 
put waste pits on “TOP TEN” priority list

Pruitt’s EPA Task Force 

issued 34 pages of recommendations
EPA Administrator 

Scott Pruitt
Pct. 2 Commissioner 

Jack Morman

HARRIS COUNTY – Pct. 2 
Commissioner Jack Morman 
waded into the battle to remove 
the toxic waste pits from the 
San Jacinto River, with a two 
page letter to the new EPA Ad-
ministrator last Friday, asking 
for an expedited removal of the 
material.

In his letter, Morman states 
that “As long as the dioxin pits 
remain in place, they create an 
ongoing hazard that will leach 
into the River and Galveston 
Bay. The site poses a seri-
ous threat to the health of our 
residents and to the environ-
ment.”

Morman referenced a new 
study that Pruitt commissioned, 
a Task Force that has made rec-
ommendations for expedited 
solutions to the nation’s 1330 
Superfund sites. Pruitt has said 
that he will create a “TOP TEN” 
list of sites with priority to be 
cleaned up and reused. The 
list will contain sites that have 
been on the NPS (National 
Priority List) for over 5 years. 
Morman requested that the 
San Jacinto River Waste Pits be 
placed on that list.

Further, he said “Removal is 
the only remedy that resolves 
the contamination in the San 
Jacinto River Waste Pits with 
finality, eliminating the future 
costs and potential harm as-
sociated with leaving the waste 
in place.”

The EPA Dallas office is cur-
rently reviewing comments 

and technical reports, before 
issuing a final ROC (Record Of 
Decision). They plan to have 
this ready by the end of 2017, 
unless Pruitt moves to shorten 
the schedule.

In the Task Force report, 
Pruitt is quoted as saying he 
has a “passion to clean up 
the country’s worst pollution, 
as expeditiously and as thor-
oughly as possible.”

The report lists five goals for 
the EPA Superfund clean-up:

• Expediting Cleanup and 
Remediation

• Re-Invigorating Responsi-
ble Party Cleanup and Reuse

• Encouraging Private In-
vestment

• Promoting Redevelopment 
and Community Revitalization

• Engaging Partners and 
Stakeholders.

Morman’s letter was widely 

her to testify in what is known 
as “discovery,” and to furnish 
certain documents from her 
activities.

As a result, THEA is now in a 
fund raising mode to afford to 
continue the fight to clean-up 
the river.

Young also revealed that a 
Tweet from Pruitt revealed that 
he had met recently with the 
CEO of International Paper. 
Since this company is one of 
the PRP (Potential Responsible 
Parties) for the San Jacinto River 
Waste Pits, she questioned the 
propriety of the meeting.

distributed, going to the EPA, 
Texas Senators John Cornyn 
and Ted Cruz, U.S. Representa-
tives Brian Babin, Gene Green, 
Randy Weber, and Ted Poe. 
Also EPA Regional Administra-
tor Sam Coleman, and Harris 
County Attorney Vince Ryan.

The San Jacinto River Coali-
tion and THEA, under the lead-
ership of Jackie Young, continue 
the fight to have the waste pits 
completely removed.

In the monthly meeting of 
these organizations, Young 
noted that the organization 
known as Keep-It-Capped, or 
San Jacinto Citizens Against 
Pollution are continuing their 
efforts to have the EPA settle for 
a permanent cap over the toxic 
material, rather than complete 
removal.

She revealed that she has 
been served with a subpoena 
from their attorneys, requiring 

SEE OVERLEAF FOR A 
COPY OF MORMAN’S 
LETTER AND 
STATEMENT FROM 
McGinnes Industrial 
Management 
Corporation
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Who is involved in the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund?
, 

USArmy COE
The Army Corps of 
Engineers has completed 
Technical Studies on the 
Environmental impact of 6+ 
strategies to Cap or Remove 
the toxic wastes.
Their recommendations 
are included in a 237 page 
report, favoring a modified 
cap over removal, but 
stating either is possible.

TPWD
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
was designated by the 
Legislature, with the help 
of Representative Wayne 
Smith, to administer $10 
million of the lawsuit 
settlement funds for 
environmental projects 
along the River.

HC PCT 2
Pct. 2 received $10 
million of the $29.2 million 
settlement, and plans to 
use it for environmental 
projects within 5 miles of 
the Waste Pits, according 
to Commissioner Jack 
Morman.

HARRIS COUNTY
Various departments 
are involved, including 
Grants Administration, 
Pollution Control, and 
Public Health.

GBF
Galveston Bay Foundation 
maintains a website 
with information on all 
of the Waste Pits parties 
actions, and other 
matters of interest to the 
environmental health of 
the River and Galveston 
Bay.

OTHERS
-- TCEQ
-- US Coast Guard
-- Private Attorneys
-- Houston Chronicle
-- City of Baytown
-- KRIV ch26
-- Star-Courier

Environmental 
Warnings

Morman’s Letter to EPA,
Continued from page 1

Statement from Kenneth 
Haldin on behalf of MIMC 
(McGinnes Industrial 
Maintenance Corp) 
regarding Waste Pits and 
Armored Cap:
UPDATE ON STATUS OF THE SAN 
JACINTO RIVER WASTE PITS SITE:
9/4/17
• Further on-site inspection today 
confirmed earlier preliminary surface 
observations -- the Armored Cap is 
intact and no waste was exposed.
• Flood waters have receded. One-
third of the cap is above water and 
two-thirds below.
• A limited amount of stone material 
associated with berms surrounding the 
cap has moved. However, these berms 
-- which ring the perimeter of the cap 
-- do not have any waste material 
within or beneath them.
• Maintenance, including placing new 
geotextile and stone reinforcement 
on the berms, is under way. These 
activities were planned for in the 
site’s ongoing Operation, Monitoring 
and Maintenance Plan (OMM), and 
materials to complete this work are 
stockpiled locally.
• Other site security actions are 
expected to proceed in the coming 
days, such as any needed repairs to 
fencing. Additional inspection activity, 
including a bathymetric survey and 
probing under water, will take place 
per the OMM plan.

see www.sanjacintofacts.com

From Bloomberg News:
EPA: NO EVIDENCE OF RELEASES 
FROM 41 SUPERFUND SITES IN TX, 
LA.
By Jack Kaskey, Sept. 4, 2017
“There’s no evidence any of releases 
from 41 Superfund sites in Texas 
and Louisiana affected by Hurricane 
Harvey, EPA’s South Central Region 
Acting Administrator Sam Coleman 
tells reporters.”

From Kenneth Haldin:

McGinnes Industrial Maintenance 
Corp. (MIMC) is one of the two 
respondents involved in the site’s 
remediation under the U.S. EPA’s 
Superfund process along with 
Internation Paper. (https://www.epa.
gov/tx/sjrwp) Waste Management 
neither owned nor operated the 
site, nor was it involved in disposal 
operations there. However, as a 
result of various acquisitions, MIMC 
functions today as a non-operating 
separate entity owned by Waste 
Management of Texas, Inc.
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