
US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, and 
Waste Management.

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the 
area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerbocker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.
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Who is involved in the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund?

FREE Take One

In this issue, Superfund 
News continues a review 
of events about the San 
Jacinto River Waste Pits, 
since last September.

EPA updates community on Waste 
Pits dioxin sampling, cap repairs

WORK BARGE has been in the San Jacinto River 
for several weeks, operating day and night to repair 
the textile membrane and rock cover over the cap, and 
replace material that eroded in the channel during the 
flood from Hurricane Harvey.

EPA’s John Meyer, 
C h i e f ,  S u p e r f u n d 
Remedial Branch, made 
a presentation to a full 
house at the Highlands 
Community Center.

HIGHLANDS – The EPA 
(U. S. Environmental Protection 
Agency) held a much promised 
Community Involvement Meeting 
last December at the Highlands 
Community Center. Over 100 per-
sons from both sides of the San 
Jacinto River, and as far away as 
Galveston, attended to hear the 
latest news about EPA’s decision 
to require the toxic material in the 
river to be completely removed. 
They were also given an opportu-
nity at the end of the presentation 
to ask questions of the EPA staff 
present.

A slide presentation was made 
by John Meyer, EPA chief of the 
Superfund Remedial Branch. Also 
present were other EPA staff, 
including the director of Region 
6 Superfund sites, Carl Edlund. 
Others in the room represented 
TCEQ, Texas public health, Harris 
County Health department, solid 
waste department, and County 
Attorney Rock Owen.

Topics covered by Meyer in-
cluded the ROD (Record of De-
cision), selected remedy, future 
activities, river channel stabiliza-
tion work, and timetables.

The major points made by Mey-
er were that the ROD had changed 
in response to the almost 7000 
public comments; the criteria for 
toxin removal had been reduced 
from 200 ppt (parts per trillion) to 
30 ppt, representing a much safer 
final environment; the design of 
the “dry” excavation will now 
include cofferdams to prevent 
any releases; therefore cost had 

Questions from the audience:

Audience 
attendee

Jon Powell, 
candidate for Congress

Pam Bonta, SJRC Jackie Young, 
SJRC and THEA

Bob Stokes, GBF Scott Jones, GBF Lisa Godset, UofH Sarah Davis, SJRC

increased from $97 million to 
$115 million, and construction time 
had increased from 19 months to 
27 months; damage to the site from 
flooding after Hurricane Harvey 
had been evaluated, with 1000 
survey points, and sampling  of 
debris for toxins.

The major affect that the flooding 
had was erosion of the rock cover, 
exposure of the textile lining, and 
the “scouring” of the river bed on 
the east edge to a depth of 10 feet. 
However, Meyer said, only one 
sample site exceded allowable tol-
erances, and no dioxin leaks were 
detected in the river water. 

Meyer said that a total of 6500 
square feet were repaired on the 
cap surface, and 200 square feet 
below waterlline. Repairs were 
also required on cameras and 
fences.

An area outside the cap, in the 
river channel, also required repair 
to keep the cap from slipping into 
the channel. New geotextile was 
installed, with a rock cover 3 to 8 
feet thick. Meyer showed a map 
of these areas, and a cross section 
drawing of how the rock fill would 
stabilize the cap.

Meyer reviewed a Path to 
Clean-up, and a timeline. He said 
the whole process will take 2 to 
2-1/2 years, including Remedial 
Design, negotiations with the Re-
sponsible Parties, a request from 
the PRP to conduct the clean-up, 
and another 6 to 12 months  of 
negotiations.

A Question and Answer period 

followed, with about 25 attendees 
asking for information.

It was noted that a large contin-
gent from Galveston had attended, 
concerned about toxic releases 
that would travel down the bay 
and pollute their water quality, and 
also about environment problem 
sites in their vicinity. They strongly 
requested that EPA hold a public 
meeting in Galveston to address 
some of these concerns.

Several of the questions stated 
that the public wants the schedule 
shortened, and some work started 
now. Meyer assured them that with 
EPA director Scott Pruitt directly 
involved, including his site visit 
on September 15, that as much at-
tention and effort as possible was 
being exerted on the timeline.

Scott Jones of the Galveston Bay 
Foundation made one of the most 
notable remarks of the meeting, 
stating “the next storm could be 
worse than Harvey,” emphasizing 
the need for a quick resolution.



Who is involved in the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund?
, 

USArmy COE
The Army Corps of 
Engineers has completed 
Technical Studies on the 
Environmental impact of 6+ 
strategies to Cap or Remove 
the toxic wastes.
Their recommendations 
are included in a 237 page 
report, favoring a modified 
cap over removal, but 
stating either is possible.

TPWD
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
was designated by the 
Legislature, with the help 
of Representative Wayne 
Smith, to administer $10 
million of the lawsuit 
settlement funds for 
environmental projects 
along the River.

HC PCT 2
Pct. 2 received $10 
million of the $29.2 million 
settlement, and plans to 
use it for environmental 
projects within 5 miles of 
the Waste Pits, according 
to Commissioner Jack 
Morman.

HARRIS COUNTY
Various departments 
are involved, including 
Grants Administration, 
Pollution Control, and 
Public Health.

GBF
Galveston Bay Foundation 
maintains a website 
with information on all 
of the Waste Pits parties 
actions, and other 
matters of interest to the 
environmental health of 
the River and Galveston 
Bay.

OTHERS
-- TCEQ
-- US Coast Guard
-- Private Attorneys
-- Houston Chronicle
-- City of Baytown
-- KRIV ch26
-- Star-Courier

Environmental  Warnings

Additional repairs required for 
San Jacinto Waste Pits Superfund Site

Administrator Pruitt and local leaders discussing EPA’s recent findings of damage 
at the Pits.

 San Jacinto Riverbed scouring image post Hurricane Harvey. Gridded areas of riverbed 
labeled A, B, C, D will be repaired.

DALLAS (October 19, 
2017) - Today, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) approved 
a plan for further repairs 
to stabilize the riverbed 
near the San Jacinto River 
Waste Pits Superfund Site 
in Harris County, Texas 
that was damaged by 
Hurricane Harvey. Fol-
lowing the hurricane, EPA 
has been conducting an 
assessment of the site to 
determine the extent of 
damage caused by the 
storm, and the poten-
tially responsible parties 
found erosion of the river 
bottom adjacent to the 
temporary armored cap. 
EPA directed the poten-
tially responsible parties 
to stabilize a 40-foot by 
400-foot area adjacent to 
the east side of the cap to 
prevent future undermin-
ing of the armored cap.
The temporary armored 
cap has not been dam-
aged in this area. 

Since the hurricane, the 
survey of the San Jacinto 
riverbed found erosion of 
the river bottom up to 12 
feet deep near the cap. 
The total area of river bot-
tom eroded in the vicinity 
of the cap was over 20,000 
square feet. The stabiliza-
tion work approved today 
includes placement of 
a geotextile fabric layer 
covered with at least three 
feet of rock with a median 
diameter of eight inches. 
It is anticipated that con-
struction will take about 
three weeks to complete, 
weather and tide permit-
ting.

 
EPA Administrator 
Pruitt Commits to Dioxin 
Cleanup in meeting with 
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan

 At a meeting hosted 
by Harris County Attorney 
Vince Ryan, Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
Administrator Scott Pruitt 
committed to using the 
full authority of the EPA 
to remove dioxin from the 
San Jacinto River Waste 

Pits.
Ryan, members of the 

County Attorney’s Of-
fice, and other stakehold-
ers met  last Thursday 
with Pruitt to discuss the 
cleanup. Last week Pruitt 
signed a Record of Deci-
sion that approved a $115 
million cleanup plan of the 
toxic site that will remove 
highly contaminated ma-
terial and secure the less 
contaminated areas.

Pruitt said that the EPA 
would be negotiating with 
the responsible parties to 
design a remedy. If the 
parties fail to develop a 
plan acceptable to the 
EPA, the agency can im-
pose a solution. “I can 
assure you from the EPA 
perspective that we are 
going to use every bit of 
jurisdiction, every tool 
under the statute to get 
this area remediated,” 
Pruitt said.

Pruitt also said repairs 
will begin in about four 
weeks to stabilize an area 
on the east side of the cap 
that was damaged in Hur-
ricane Harvey. EPA dive 
teams earlier reported 
collecting samples after 
the flooding caused by 
Harvey that showed that 
the protective cap over 
the waste site “had been 
damaged and the under-
lying waste material was 
exposed.” The EPA found 
that one of its samples 
showed dioxins at 70,000 
parts per trillion; EPA’s 
clean up level for the site 
is 30 parts per trillion. 
Construction is expected 
to take about three weeks 
to complete, weather per-
mitting.

“We are deeply appre-
ciative of Administrator 
Pruitt’s personal commit-
ment and his visits to the 
site and to Houston. We 
want to work with him to 
get this site cleaned up,” 
Vinces Ryan said.

Pruitt met for about 
an hour with Ryan and 
representatives of the 
Galveston Bay Founda-
tion, the San Jacinto River 
Coalition, Commissioner 

Jack Morman’s Office, the 
Port of Houston Author-
ity and the Harris County 
Pollution Control Depart-
ment.

The EPA decision will 
require the companies 
that deposited the waste 
to remove it at the compa-
nies’ cost. The approved 
plan would require re-
moval of an estimated 
212,000 cubic yards of ma-
terial contaminated with 
dioxin at the I-10 bridge. 
The plan will ensure no 
chemicals are released 
during this process and 
that the contaminated 
material will be put into 
a secure, stable, inland 

permitted facility
Background:

On September 28 , 
shortly after Hurricane 
Harvey, EPA received 
preliminary data from 
sediment samples col-
lected by EPA’s dive team 
from 14 areas at the site. 
Samples from one of the 
14 areas confirmed the 
protective cap had been 
damaged and the under-
lying waste material was 
exposed. Repairs to add 
armored rock to the cap 
were completed shortly 
after the sampling was 
conducted. All repairs to 
the damaged cap from the 
storm are now complete. 

EPA directed the poten-
tially responsible parties 
to collect additional sam-
ples near the damaged 
area, and sampling has 
also been completed. Six 
additional samples were 
collected and prelimi-
nary results did not show 
elevated levels of dioxins 
in nearby sediments. Fi-
nal quality-assured data 
should be available within 
two weeks.

 On October 11, 2017, 
the EPA announced the 
cleanup plan the poten-
tially responsible par-
ties are taking to address 
highly toxic dioxin con-
tamination at the site. The 

selected remedy should 
protect human health and 
the environment by remov-
ing highly contaminated 
material from the site and 
securing less contami-
nated areas site (www.
epa.gov/newsreleases/
san-jacinto-waste-pits-
superfund-site-cleanup-
plan-approved) . 

EPA added the San 
Jacinto Waste Pits site 
to the National Priorities 
List of Superfund sites 
in 2008, after testing re-
vealed contamination 
from dioxins and furans 
near the waste pits. The 
Superfund site consists 
of two sets of impound-
ments, or pits, built in the 
mid-1960s for disposing 
solid and liquid pulp and 
paper mill wastes that 
are contaminated with 
polychlorinated dibenzo-
p-dioxins (dioxins) and 
polychlorinated dibenzo-
furans (furans). In 2011, 
the impoundments were 
covered with an armored 
cap as a temporary way to 
contain the contaminants. 
EPA is the lead agency for 
addressing the site and 
ensuring that the poten-
tially responsible party 
cleans up the contamina-
tion, with support from 
several state partners and 
the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.


