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VETERANS DAY
Channelview ISD Veterans
Day Celebration

GALENA PARK ISD FOOTBALL
North Shore Mustangs
head to area Playoff Game

EPA EXTENDS
COMMENT
DEADLINE

SAN JACINTO RIVER WASTE PITS

See EXTENSION,
page 4

EAST HARRIS COUN-
TY – The federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency
announced last Wednesday
that they were extending
the comment period for the
public to express their
opinions on whether the
toxic waste pits should be
removed, or a cap built
over them and let them
stay in place. EPA granted
a 45 day extension, with
final comments due by
January 12, 2017.

The EPA had an-
nounced on September 28
that the Proposed Plan
they preferred called for
removal of most of the tox-
ic wastes, in the North and
South impound areas.
They would, however, al-
low some material to re-
main if its toxicity was
below acceptable stan-

dards.
Although this extension

came as a surprise to the
parties who have been in-
volved in the long Super-
fund process, nevertheless
it is within the guidelines
of these types of federal
procedures. Any party can
request a hearing, or an ex-
tension, and the EPA de-
termines whether it is a
reasonable request.

In this case, authorities
indicated that several par-
ties had made requests for
an extension. All of them
are proponents for leaving
the waste pits in place, it
was learned.

Jackie Young, the lead-
ing advocate for complete-
ly removing the waste pits,

Rep. Hernandez
files Legislation to
address pregnant
inmate needs in
state facilities

AUSTIN, TX - Nov. 14,
2016 – Today, State Repre-
sentative Ana Hernandez
filed legislation to require
the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice (TDCJ) to re-
port on the prenatal, men-
tal health and gynecological
services available to preg-
nant inmates confined in
TDCJ facilities. This report
would also detail inmates'
nutritional standards, work,
and housing conditions.

"As a state, we have a
responsibility to ensure that
expectant mothers, regard-
less of confinement status,
have access to services crit-
ical to their children," Her-
nandez said. "Texas has tak-
en positive steps toward
accountability in county fa-
cilities. This legislation holds
state facilities to the same
transparency standards we
now expect of our coun-
ties."

Practice helps fire fighters

Fire crews carry a grinning fellow fire fighter to safety that had been hidden within the
smoke house to practice saving fellow crew members.

CROSBY – The fire
fighters of Crosby Volun-
teer Fire Department and
Sheldon Community Fire
and Rescue teamed here
last Thursday to get hands

on practice with the poten-
tial problems that fire
fighters contend with at
each incident.

They call it a smoke
house, unlike the original

smoke houses used to cure
and preserve meats, these
smoke houses are used to
test the skills and raise

See Fire Rescue, page 6

The North Shore Mustangs defeated the Pasadena Memorial Mavericks last Friday with a
score of 55-0. The Mustangs will now face Dickinson in the area football playoff game on
Friday, November 18. The game kicks off at 7:00 p.m. at Sam Vitanza Stadium in Dickinson.
Good luck Mustangs!

CHANNEL
CHATTER

San Jacinto College to cut
four athletics programs in 2018
Decision based on facility needs and operational costs

PASADENA, Texas —
San Jacinto College has a
long tradition of achieve-
ment, both in the classroom
and on the athletic fields
and courts, with a laser fo-
cus on student success.
Once dubbed “Harvard on
the Highway,” the reputa-
tion of San Jacinto College
is well-known as demon-
strated by being named one
of the 10 finalists for the
prestigious 2017 Aspen
Prize for Community Col-
lege Excellence.

In order to keep this fo-
cus, the Board of Trustees
has made the difficult de-
cision to discontinue com-
petitive athletic programs
in men’s and women’s bas-
ketball, women’s volleyball
and men’s soccer, effective

May 2018.
The decision was made

official November 7, 2016,
at the regular meeting of
the San Jacinto College
Board of Trustees. The Col-
lege will continue to offer
National Junior College
Athletic Association (NJ-
CAA) competitive athletics
in baseball and softball.

“This was an extremely
difficult decision,” said Dan
Mims, Chairman, San Ja-
cinto College Board of
Trustees. “For the last 10
years, the Board has been
having difficult discussions
around athletics and facili-
ties. The Board is charged
with being fiscally respon-
sible and good stewards of
taxpayer dollars. Because
student success is the core

value at San Jacinto Col-
lege, we need to remain
true to our mission around
student success and focus
our resources on programs
and initiatives that impact
the broader student body.”

These issues have been
discussed for nearly a de-
cade at San Jacinto College
through facilities planning,
which determines current
and future needs. As the
2015 bond referendum was
under consideration, criti-
cal facility and infrastruc-
ture needs were identified
and prioritized. Most re-
cently, it was determined
that the gymnasiums on
each campus require signif-
icant capital improve-
ments, and specifically, the
Central Campus facility

needed a major renovation
or to be entirely rebuilt in
order to accommodate the
competitive athletic pro-
grams. While the athletic
programs have had many
successes, the priority
needs to be on the broader
student population’s educa-
tional goals and what will
have the most impact on
that broader population.

In addition, the College
also considered the operat-
ing costs for six highly com-
petitive athletic programs
and determined that these
costs were not sustainable
for the long term.

Over the more than 50-
year history of San Jacinto
College athletics, hundreds
of student-athletes have
participated, transferring

to four-year universities
and colleges on athletic and
academic scholarships, and
moving into the ranks of
professional athletes. To
date, San Jacinto College
has won 12 national cham-
pionships and has 17 na-
tional runner-up finishes.

“San Jacinto College will
honor its commitment to
the approximately 150 cur-
rent student-athletes who
are affected by this deci-
sion,” said Dr. Allatia Har-
ris, vice chancellor for
strategic initiatives, who
oversees the athletics pro-
grams at San Jacinto Col-
lege. “Student success
remains our focus, and we

See PROGRAMS CUT,
page 8

(Photo by Mark Kramer, Channelview ISD)
The Channelview Independent School District honored those who served in a community-wide
Veterans Day at the Bill Neal Center on Nov. 9. Local veterans from all branches of military service
were in attendance. Cadets with the Channelview High School JROTC, the Alice Johnson Junior High
LOTC and the Anthony Aguirre Junior High LOTC led the event. The event also featured patriotic
musical performances from the CHS Band and Choir. The ceremony concluded with a special musical
tribute by bagpipe player William Titus. See more VETERANS photos, page 8

Sen. Sylvia Garcia
files Bill to end
unfair tax on
women

AUSTIN, TEXAS -Nov. 14,
2016 - Today, Senator Sylvia
Garcia filed SB 129, a bill to
end the unfair sales tax lev-
ied on feminine hygiene
products such as tampons
and sanitary napkins. The bill
would place feminine hy-
giene products alongside
other medical necessities in
sales tax code like aspirin,
antifungal cream, and medi-
cal equipment.

"Women need this prod-
ucts regularly as part of our
health and well-being. It's
simply not right for the law
to fail to recognize this fact.
Why should the state of Tex-
as treat tampons as a luxury
item?  It's simple. We should
not."
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide

*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

The African Children's
Choir melts the hearts of
audiences with their
charming smiles, beauti-
ful voices and lively Afri-
can songs and dances.

The program features
well-loved children's
songs, traditional Spiritu-
als and Gospel favorites.
Concerts are free and open
to all. A free-will offering
is taken at the perfor-
mance to support African
Children's Choir pro-
grams, such as education,
care and relief and devel-
opment programs.

Music for Life (The par-
ent organization for The
African Children's Choir)

The African
Children's Choir to
perform in Crosby
November 22

works in seven African
countries such as, Ugan-
da, Kenya, Rwanda,
Sudan, Nigeria, Ghana
and South Africa. MFL
has educated over 52,000
children and impacted the
lives of over 100,000 peo-
ple through                   its
relief and development
programs during its histo-
ry. MFL purpose is to help
create new leadership for
tomorrow's Africa, by fo-
cusing on education.

The African Children's
Choir has had the privi-
lege to perform before
presidents, heads of state
and most recently the
Queen of England, Queen
Elizabeth II, for her dia-
mond jubilee. The Choir
has also had the honor of
singing alongside artists
such as Paul McCartney,
Annie Lennox, Keith Ur-
ban, Mariah Carey, Micha-
el W. Smith, and other
inspirational performers!

Promotional support of
this community concert is
greatly appreciated.

The African Children's
Choir is a nonprofit hu-
manitarian and relief or-
ganization dedicated to
helping Africa's most vul-
nerable children today so
they can help Africa to-
morrow.

No tickets, donations
welcome.

Event to take place on
Tuesday, November 22,
2016, 7:30 p.m.  at the Lit-
tle Country Church locae-
ted at 14035 FM 2100,
Crosby, TX  77532. For
more information, visit
www.africanchildrenschoir.com.

Rotary speakers -
Project Blue, Navy Seal

Highlands Rotary club
continues to have enterest-
ing and varied speakers at
the Tuesday luncheons, ac-
cording to club president Di-
ana Weaver.

This month’s talks in-
cluded information on
Project Blue, by Mary Pin-
ney, and the U.S. Navy, by
Capt. Van Wennen, a Navy
Seal and member of their
special ops group.

Project Blue is an orga-
nization that helps licensed
police officers who have any
health problems, not relat-
ed to their on-duty work.
She said the most common
problem they encounter is
cancer.

Mary Pinney
Project Blue

Captain Van Wennen
U.S. Navy seal

Project Blue serves police
throughout the state of Tex-
as, Mary Pinney said. This

breaks down into 25% local
officers, and 75% statewide.

They are a 501c3 charity,
and have their office in
Mont Belvieu. They have
been in existence for 7 years,
but are not well known, she
said.

In the past 4 years, they
have donated $215,000 to
families of police officers to
help them with their medi-
cal bills.

The group raises money
through school events
known as “Pennies for Jus-
tice,” a Jail Break Run ev-
ery year which is a 1/2
marathon and a 5K run.
Last year they had 1500
participants and 21 agen-

cies represented.
Pinney has written a

book that details the group
and its fund-raising efforts.

Rotary also heard this
month from Capt. Van Wen-
nen, speaking during “Navy
Week” about that service
branch. He spoke about the
goal of preventing war, and
“Peace through Strength.”

He said there are 350,000
in the Navy, and 100,000 in
the Naval reserve. The Navy
has 10 aircraft carriers, and
a budget of $150 Billion
yearly. An important job is

protecting the Port, he said.
He also related some of

his personal experiences as
a Navy seal.
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BEAUTY & BARBER
HEALTH & FITNESS

“The Perfect Combination”

COME TO OUR NEW LOCATION   911 Federal Rd. Suite H

NORTH CHANNEL
✯STAR

Printing Department
713-977-2555

Harvey Brown Elemen-
tary students and the com-
munity will have a large,
new place to play as the
campus was selected as the
site for a public park and
playground through the
SPARK Park program.

Brown is one of 30 Hous-
ton area schools that will
receive new parks through
a $5 million contribution to
SPARK from the Houston
Endowment and the Kind-
er Foundation. The City of
Houston has also pledged
$450,000 in Community
Development Block Grant
funding for the projects.

The announcement was
made during a special cer-
emony at Houston City
Hall on Sept. 21, where
Brown students and ad-
ministrators met SPARK
Park officials, Mayor
Sylvester Turner and
members of Houston City
Council.

“Our community de-
serves to have places
where kids are able to run
free and enjoy the great
outdoors,” Principal
LaKeisha LeBlanc said. “I
envision this park bringing
together families and
strengthening the school/
community relationship.”

LeBlanc inquired about
the program during the
2015-2016 school year af-
ter noticing SPARK parks
at several Houston-area
campuses. “I thought that
this was something that
was desperately needed for
our students,” she said. “At
that point, I contacted the
SPARK office to find out
how we could become a
part of this amazing pro-
gram.”

After LeBlanc and dis-
trict administrators met
with representatives from

Brown Elementary students and staff,  along with
Channelv iew ISD Super intendent Greg Ol l i s  are
congratulated by Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner on the
selection of the campus being selected as the site for a
community park through the SPARK Park program.

CHANNELVIEW ISD

Harvey Brown Elementary
to receive SPARK Park

SPARK in June, a Trust for
Public Land study identi-
fied the land around the
campus as a “park desert.”
A park desert is defined to
be an area where no parks
are located in a half-mile
radius or resident cannot
access green space within
a 10-minute walk. Based
on that study, Brown Ele-
mentary was approved to
become one of the first
group of SPARK Parks to
begin construction later
this year.

“This project means so
much to our community,”
said Greg Ollis, Channel-
view ISD superintendent.
“We certainly want to
thank the Kinder Founda-
tion, the Houston Endow-
ment, the City of Houston
and the SPARK Park orga-
nization for this generous
gift that will be enjoyed for
years to come.”

One of the first tasks for
the staff and students is to
decide on a theme and
ideas for the look of the
park. The school has part-
nered with IBI Group Ar-

chitects to assist with the
design of the park.

“Channelview as a
school district and as a
community is very fortu-
nate and blessed to have
been selected for this
project,” said Kyle Camp-
bell, president of the Chan-
nelview ISD Board of
Trustees. “I feel this will
not only add in our con-
stant efforts to engage and
connect with the communi-
ty we serve, but will also
allow us some new oppor-
tunities to connect as this
project starts moving for-
ward.”

Officials said the goal is
to begin construction on
the project no later than
this summer and dedicate
the park in Fall 2017.

“This park is going to
truly transform the area
adjacent to Harvey Brown
Elementary,” Campbell
said. “We as a school board
are looking forward to see-
ing the project kick off and
then in its completion see-
ing our children and fami-
lies enjoy this great space.”

Channelview ISD recently honored their November Students of the Month by hosting a
recognition luncheon in the top level of the press box at Ray Maddry Memorial Stadium.
The November Students of the Month include, from left, Adalyn Espinoza (Brown
Elementary), Joanna Garcia (DeZavala Elementary), Claude Richardson (McMullan
Elementary), Allana Childress (Aguirre Junior High), Abraham Najera (Crenshaw Elementary),
Kameron Kelley (Channelview High School), Joshua Torres (Hamblen Elementary), Trinity
Jesse (Kolarik Ninth Grade Center), Jayla Johnson (Schochler Elementary), Alberto Romero
Jr. (Joe Frank Campbell Learning Center), Valerie Villegas (Alice Johnson Junior High) and
Xavier Sosa (Cobb Elementary).

Channelview ISD’s November
Students of the Month

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterFuneral-Houston.com
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SCHOOL/COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Jacinto City Branch Library
-Thursday, Nov. 17, Coloring for all ages, available all day.
-Friday, Nov. 18, Clases de Inglés Usando Mango, 1:00 pm.
-Saturday, Nov. 19, Family Movie Theater, 12:30 pm.
-Monday, Nov. 21, ESL Discussion Class-CANCELLED.
-Tue., Nov. 22, Toddler Time, 10:30 am; Children’s Storytime-Turkey
Theme, 11:30 am.
-Wed., Nov. 23, ESL Class, 12:30 pm.
-Thur., Nov. 24-26, library CLOSED.

COMPUTER CLASSES:
They will be suspending computer classes at this location until
further notice. There are free computer classes at Galena Park
Library, 713-450-0982 and North Channel Library, 281-457-1631.
Jacinto City Branch Library is located at 921 Akron, Jacinto City,
TX 77029.

Galena Park Senior Dance
   Senior Dance is every Monday at the Alvin D. Building, 1302
Keene St., Galena Park. 7 pm - 9 pm. No cover charge. Live band
Country music. Call for more information: 713-455-7335.

North Shore Senior Dance
   North Shore Seniors holds a dance every Thursday from 1
- 4 pm at the Grayson/Baldree Building, Corpus Christi street.
Live bands and refreshments. Cost is $ 5/per person. For
more information call 713-455-3660.

San Jacinto Pilot Club meeting
The Club meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at Ly-

ondellBasell on Sheldon Road at noon.

The Buckshot Jamboree
   Enjoy Classic Country music every Saturday night from 7 pm - 10
pm with The Buckshot Jamboree at 7414 Hartman near Old
Beaumont Highway. More info,  call 281-458-0729 or 832-444-
5000.

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Friday Brume
Realtor

779 Normandy Street
Houston, TX. 77015

Office: 713-451-1733
Cell: 281-639-5213
Fax: 713-451-0467

E-mail: fridayremax2006@yahoo.com

REAL ESTATE
GUIDE

Buy, Sale or List...We Got
You Covered!

New - evening San Jacinto Pilot Club
Meetings will begin on November 1st at 7 pm at the Woodforest
Presbyterian Church (next to WalMart) and continue every 1st
Tuesday of each month. The charter ceremony for this new club,
made up mostly of former Anchors, will be Saturday, Jan 21, at 6
pm. More information to follow. For answer to your questions or
to JOIN us, call Ericka at 832-264-1565.

SHOP IN THE COMMUNITY
RESTAURANT

GUIDE
Great Food, DIne In Or Take Out

DAILY SPECIALS
Mon-Thu 11am-9pm    Fri & Sat 11am-10pm    Sun

11am-8pm

FREE Coffee Networking Event
Thursday, November 17th, 9:30am @ Dr. Patricia Janki's Office,
13601 Woodforest Blvd., 77015. Bring plenty of business cards.
Invite your co-workers, business partners, potential member/
clients! Everyone is WELCOMED!

expressed a concern that
the extension allows more
time for the opponents to
organize or solicit com-
ments in favor of their po-
sition, to leave the wastes
in the river.

Authorities said that
the requests came from the
following companies or or-
ganizations:

Keepitcapped, asked for
an extension of up to 120
days, on October 4th;

Thomas Kinkerbocker,
attorney, asked for an ex-
tension of 60 days on Oct.
13;

The Texas Association of
Business asked for a 60
day extension on October
17th;

The Winstead Law firm,
representing the Potential
Responsible Party McGin-
nis Disposal, asked for an
extension of 90 days on Oc-
tober 28th.

Comments may be sent
to the Dallas office of the
EPA, by the following
methods:

Online: www.epa.gov/tx/
forms/sjrwp-comments;

Email:
R6_San_Jacinto_Waste_Pits_
Comments@epa.gov:

Postal mail: written
comments may also be
postmarked by the Janu-
ary 12, 2017 date and ad-
dressed to:

Remedial Project Man-
ager, U.S. EPA Region 6,
1445 Ross Avenue (6SF-
RA), Dallas, Texas 75202.

Jackie Young indicated
that she would call a news
conference on this subject,
on Friday of this week, and
release a statement to the
media.

At a public meeting on
October 20, Gary Miller of
EPA reviewed the history
of the Waste Pits site, since
its start in the 1960s, and
its rediscovery forty years
later. He detailed how the
proposed plan called for a
19 month removal of
152,000 cubic yards of ma-
terial on the north im-
poundment, and the
backfill with 2 feet of clean
soil. On the south im-
poundment, 50,000 cubic
yards will be removed, and
a building removed and re-
placed.

Regarding the 6 plans
outlined in the Corps of
Engineers study, he said
“None of them are reliable
for All Storm Events” ex-
cept the final 6A which
EPA adopted. He detailed
the problems that have
continually plagued the
current cap, and the need-
ed constant repairs and
monitoring.

Miller revealed that
even this month, a new
“scour” or erosion 8 feet
deep had been discovered
in the river bed along the
East side of the cap.

He said that the pro-
posed solution will be safe,
with sheet piling retaining
the wastes, monitoring
during the work, and con-
tingency plans in case of
storms or floods.

He also revealed a dis-
appointing schedule for
the balance of the work. A
Record of Decision (final)
will be made early in 2017,
then 1 year of negotiation
with the PRPs, 2 years of
design and engineering,
and finally the removal
work would commence in
2020 and continue for 19
months.

Extension,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Sheldon ISD Early Col-
lege High School students
had an opportunity to par-
ticipate in a Google Hang-
out with University of
Texas Professor Dr. John
Kappelman on Nov. 10 to
learn more about paleo-
ecology, functional mor-
phology, sedimentology
and stratigraphy.

Kappleman also heads a
team of scientists who
have continued to study
high-resolution CT scans

SHELDON ISD
Early College High School students participate
in Google hangout with UT Professor

Sheldon ISD Early College High School students take a "virtual selfie" with UT Professor Dr.
John Kappleman (photo by DERIK MOORE).

of the 3.2 million year old
fossil, “Lucy.” Lucy was dis-
covered in Ethiopia in 1974
and is known to be among
the oldest, most complete
skeletons of any adult,
erect-walking human an-
cestor.

Students were able to
see and hear Kappleman
via a computer and projec-
tor, and they asked him
various questions ranging
from his work as an an-
thropologist to how he

thought Lucy might have
died.

Also, thanks to ad-
vanced state-of-the-art 3D
printing, students were
able to hold and examine
exact replicas of scanned
images from Lucy’s bones.

The Google Hangout
event was coordinated by
AP World History Instruc-
tor Sheryl Saeed and Sec-
ondary Digital Learning
Specialist Annette Clark.

Thanks to a contribution from
LyondellBasell to Channelview
ISD, the district was able to
p u r c h a s e  $ 1 , 0 0 0  i n
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation
(CPR) equipment that will be
used for training staff and
students in Hands Only CPR and
A u t o m a t e d  E x t e r n a l
D e f i b r i l l a t o r  ( A E D )  u s e .
Celebrating the arrival of the
kits are, from left,  Laura King,
Distr ict Lead Nurse; Chad
Nuetzmann, Cobb Elementary
Pr incipal ;  Joel le Bal lar ie l ,
Community CPR Manager from
the American Heart Association; Greg Ollis, Channelview ISD Superintendent and Mike Niemeyer,
Assistant Superintendent of Administration. The equipment the district received included mannequins,
videos and other supplies that will be utilized to assist the district in becoming a Project Adam
Heart-Safe School on each campus.

CHANNELVIEW ISD
Generous contribution provides
CPR training equipment to district

East Houston Democrats meeting
You are invited to attend the monthly meeting of the East Houston
Democrats where they will celebrate the victory of the founding
member, Mr. Joe Stephens who won the position of Justice of
the Peace, Precinct 3, Position 1.  The meeting will be held on
Thursday, November 17 at 6:30 p.m.  East Houston Democrats
meet on the third Thursday of each month at the Fuddrucker's
located on Normandy.  If you would like additional information,
please contact Club Treasurer Charlotte Jackson at 832.896.1633.

The C. E. King High
School choir has grown to
230 members (up from 160
last school year). Over the
summer, senior Abigail
Zuniga won a gold medal
and junior Amber McCray
earned a silver medal at the
UIL Texas State Solo and
Ensemble Contest in Aus-
tin. Students participating
in Saturday’s concert at De-
kaney High School include
junior Alfonso Trevino;
freshman Keondre Walker,
junior Veronica Romero, se-
nior Abigail Zuniga, junior
Amber McCray, and junior
Dejana Jaquet. Trevino,
Walker, and Zuniga will also
be competing in Pre-Area in
December.

(photo by DERIK MOORE)
Pictured (from left) are Veronica Romero, Alfonso Trevino,
Abigail Zuniga, Amber McCray, Keondre Walker, and Dejana
Jaquet.

www.NorthChannelStar.com

SHELDON ISD

C.E. King HS choir grows
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Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS
P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX

281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565, Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

I CUT YARDS
large & small

832-398-9135
Jay

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m.-1p.m.

KWIK KAR OIL & LUBE

Operated By Chris & Jennifer
Arnold

11525 Eagle Drive
281-385-LUBE (5823)

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church

All Invited to Worship with Us

SUNDAY    Holy Eucharist Rite II     9:00 am
SUNDAY                    Coffee Hour     10:00 am
Spanish Service/Holy Eucharist        11:00 am

13125 INDIANAPOLIS ST., HOUSTON, 77015

sttimsinhouston.com 713-451-2909

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive    281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ROOF LEAKING

1-844-938-7663
All Roof Types Repairs

Call Mr. Roofer
1-844-WET ROOF

281-452-0000

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

Turner Chevrolet tapped as
delivery for Mary Kay car winner

Crosby FFA had three teams advance to the Area Leadership Development contest,
one of which is the Crosby FFA Agricultural Issues Team. The team's presentation is
a 15 minute long debate-type speech, where five members converse over the cause and
effect of an agricultural issue. The team is conquering the malnutrition of the world,
by suggesting a series of possible solutions along with different opinions of how it
came to be such a devastating situation. Each team member portrays a character fitting
to the position on which they stand to give the presentation a real world feel. In the
end, the students offer possible causes and plausible solutions to issues facing the
agriculture industry today.

GCM football players
visits and read to B.P.

Hopper Primary.
Pictured are athletes

Brendon (Alaska)
Johnson (at left) and

Mason Davis,
with Hopper students

Bryan Legg (back
right), JJ Zabaleta
(middle), Tristyn

Coburn (front right)
and Ethan Gutierrez

(front).

Huffman Middle
School Teacher, Laurie
Mensik, created this
proj-ect to go along with
the community service
unit of the 6th grade
Falcon 101 curriculum.
Mrs. Mensik, along with
other Falcon 101 teach-
ers, Yessica Guerra and
Courtney Young, asked
their students to donate
one “blessing bag” if
they were able. A “bless-
ing bag” is a gallon-size
bag or other small bag
that is filled with toilet-
ry items, bottled water,
socks, snacks, and vari-
ous other items that
someone in need might
use. Many times, en-
couraging notes are in-
cluded to inspire the
person receiving the
blessing bag. The stu-
dents were given a
checklist to help create
their special bag. The
6th grade stu-dents at
HMS took this idea to
heart and brought in
bags packed full of use-
ful items, food and bot-
tled water. Many
students brought in
multiple bags adding up
to well over one-hun-
dred bags.

Once the bags were
collected, the majority of
them were given to the
local food pantry, the
Huffman Food Pantry.
The Pantry provides
non-perishable food
items, toiletry items, etc.
to several hundred com-
munity members in
need each month. The
volunteers at the Pantry
were elated to receive
such a generous dona-
tion, es-pecially coming
from such young hu-
manitarians. These
“blessing bags” are be-
ing given out as helpful
extras to the people
served by the Pantry.

A portion of the bless-
ing bags were also giv-
en to “Handbags of
Hope,” a ministry out-

Crosby FFA Leadership
Development Event Contest

GCM Athletes read to
Hopper Students

Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman

Huffman student community service
project gives "Blessings" to many

reach program formed
by Lana Walker, mem-
ber of Lake Houston
United Methodist
Church. Handbags of
Hope delivers 10 hand-
bags each week to the
Family Time Crisis Cen-
ter to help women in cri-
sis get a fresh start on
life. Handbags are also
given to students and
women in need. These
bags are filled with
small necessities such
as toiletry items, make-
up, personal hy-giene,

Falcon 101 teacher, Mrs. Mensik, with HMS sixth grade
students.

The collection of “Blessing Bags” with volunteer staff
members at the Huffman Food Pantry.

socks, lotions, etc. along
with niceties such as
scarves, Bibles, note-
books, pens, sewing kits
and more to provide aid
and com-fort to these
women in crisis. The
blessing bags shared by
the HMS students were
perfect for this ministry
and Mrs. Walker was
very happy and grateful
for the large donation.
She, too, was touched by
the enthusiasm and
generosity of the HMS
Falcon 101 sixth grade
students and teachers.

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey

1. Which book of the
Bible (KJV) mentions
the word "thanksgiving"
the most times, at eight?
Genesis, Nehemiah,
Psalms, Isaiah

2. From Leviticus 22,
a sacrifice of thanksgiv-
ing is most meaningful
when it is ...? Sincere,
Often, At your own will,
Extravagant

3. What items of food
and drink did Jesus give
thanks for at the Last
Supper? Figs/water,
Bread/wine, Fishes/nec-
tar, Honey/milk

4. In 1 Thessalonians
5:18, "In every thing
give thanks: for this is
the ... of God"? Power,
Will, Gratitude, Travail

5. Where was Jonah
when he prayed with the
voice of thanksgiving?
Fish's belly, Aboard ship,
In the wilderness,
Mountaintop

6. Whose thanksgiv-
ing is expressed in Phil-
ippians 4 verses 10-20?
Paul, John the Baptist,
James, David.

ANSWERS: 1)
Psalms; 2) At your own
will; 3) Bread/wine; 4)
Will; 5) Fish's belly; 6)
Paul

Prayer Ground
Our new children's cen-

ter at the church has an in-
door playground called "The
Sycamore Tree House."
When my wife picked up our
3-year-old granddaughter
from Mother's Day Out, she
told my wife, "We got to
'pray' on the pray-ground'
today."

To which Dana replied,
"Well that's nice that our
church has a 'pray-ground'!"

What of great reminder
of what Jesus said in Mat-
thew 21:13, "My house shall
be called a house of prayer."

✯
LITTLE

BIDDY BITS
By Danny Biddy

Turner Chevrolet was selected as the dealership from which the Mary Kay
Distributor awarded their car winner from, above Kristy Clifton presents
this Chevrolet to the winner of the Mary Kay Sales drive.
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Bring in your funky old gold, and let’s use it to add some flash to your world!

BUSINESS

      NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 281-328-9605 to Advertise YOUR Business in this Directory. 10,000 readers Weekly

Mrroofer@mail.com

Se Habla Español

New Roofs, Repairs, Painting,
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

HARDI PLANK SIDING

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

500 Normandy
Houston, TX 77015
Bus:713-590-9011
Fax:713-590-9016
jstephens1@farmersagent.com

Edward Jones
6830 E Sam Houston
Pkwy N, Suite 150
Houston, TX 77049

281-436-0396

ASK THE EXPERT
By Edward Jones

W.A.C.S. ACADEMY
Glendale Baptist Church

12338 Coulson, Houston, TX 77015
A.C.E Program: Grades 2nd to 12th

713-451-6240

Accepting
New

Students

ASK DIAMOND JIM
Silver as an

investment
Silver, like other precious metals,
may be used as an investment. For
more than four thousand years,
silver has been regarded as a form
of money and store of value. Howev-
er, since the end of the silver stan-
dard, silver has lost its role as a legal
tender in all developed countries,
although some countries mint bullion
and collector coins like the American
Silver Eagle with nominal face val-
ues. In 2009, the main demand for
silver was for industrial applications
(40%), jewelry, bullion coins and
exchange-traded products. In 2011,
the global silver reserves amounted
to 530,000 tonnes (tons).
Millions of Canadian Silver Maple
Leaf coins and American Silver Ea-
gle are purchased as investments
each year. The Silver Maple Leaf is
legal tender at $5 per ounce and
there are many other silver coins
with higher legal tender values,
including $20 Canadian silver coins.
Silver is legal tender in the U.S. state
of Utah, and can be used to pay all
debts.

Price
Like most commodities, the price of
silver is driven by speculation and
supply and demand. Compared to
gold, the silver price is notoriously
volatile. This is because of lower
market liquidity, and demand fluctua-
tions between industrial and store of
value uses. At times this can cause
wide ranging valuations in the mar-
ket, creating volatility.
Silver often tracks the gold price due
to store of value demands, although
the ratio can vary. The crustal ratio of
silver to gold is 17.5:1. The gold/
silver price ratio is often analyzed by
traders, investors and buyers. In
Roman times, the price ratio was set
at 12 or 12.5 to 1. In 1792, the gold/
silver price ratio was fixed by law in
the United States at 15:1, which
meant that one troy ounce of gold
was worth 15 troy ounces of silver; a
ratio of 15.5:1 was enacted in France
in 1803. The average gold/silver
price ratio during the 20th century,
however, was 47:1.
Physical bullion, in coins or bars,
purchased from a dealer, may have a
premium of 20 percent or more. For
much of 2015 as well as early 2016,
physical silver bullion bars have
been available for purchase at a
premium of less than 7% over the
Comex spot price, while government
minted coins still command a much
higher premium. The paper or com-
puter prices are not the prices for
buying actual silver, in your hands.

During your working
years, you are (hopefully)
putting money into your
IRA and your 401(k) or
similar employer-spon-
sored retirement plan. But
once you’ve retired, how
can you maximize the ben-
efits you get from these
plans?

First of all, you need to
be aware of the rules gov-
erning withdrawals from
your retirement plans. If
you are older than 59_, you
can withdraw money from
your traditional IRA with-
out paying penalties,
though the withdrawals
will typically be taxable.
But once you reach 70_,
you generally must start
taking “required minimum
distributions” (RMDs)
from these accounts, with
the annual amount deter-
mined by your age, the ac-
count balance and other
factors. (The situation is
different with a Roth IRA.
If you are the original ac-
count holder, you are not
required to withdraw
funds from your Roth IRA
at any age. You can choose
to withdraw your contribu-
tions at any time, tax and
penalty free. To withdraw
your earnings tax and pen-
alty free, you generally
must have owned the ac-
count for at least five years
and have reached age 59_.)

So, assuming you do
have a traditional IRA and
a 401(k) or similar plan,
what should you do with
the RMDs? You’ll probably
require at least some of
these distributions for
your living expenses, but if
you don’t need it all, what

How Should You Use
Retirement Plan Distributions?

should you do with the “ex-
cess”?

Here’s one suggestion:
As part of your overall re-
tirement investment port-
folio strategy, you can
reinvest the money into
these three “buckets”:

 • Near-term income
bucket – For this bucket,
you’re not concerned with
high returns – you just
want the money to be there
when you need it for ex-
penses and unexpected
costs, such as a major car
repair, a new furnace, and
so on. It’s always a good
idea to have an emergency
fund containing three to
six months’ worth of living
expenses – and your short-
term income bucket could
be an ideal source to help
build such a fund.

•Medium-term income
bucket – During retire-
ment, you can probably
never have too many
sources of income, so you
may want to fill a bucket
with intermediate- and
long-term bonds, which
make regular interest pay-
ments.

•Long-term income
bucket — Even when
you’re retired, you will
need some growth poten-
tial in your portfolio to help
keep you ahead of inflation
in the long run. So this
bucket should be filled, not
surprisingly, with growth-

oriented investments.
These investments can
fluctuate in value, but as
long as you don’t need to
tap into them in a hurry,
you may be able to avoid
taking withdrawals when
the price is down.

In addition to this
“bucket” approach, you do
have other options for your
RMDs. For example, you
could give your grown chil-
dren some financial assis-
tance, possibly for help in
funding their IRAs. Or, you
could contribute to a col-
lege-savings vehicle, such
as a 529 plan, for your
grandchildren. And you
can always make charita-
ble contributions, which
allow you to support
worthwhile organizations
and, by doing so, earn some
potential tax benefits.

Clearly, you can do a lot
with your RMDs. And you
worked hard for them – so
make sure they work just
as hard for you.

This article was written
by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.

awareness of life threaten-
ing situations and prob-
lems in fire fighting.

Searching for people
within the structures is of
course paramount to suc-
cessful fire fighting and
different scenarios were
reenacted including lost
child, and downed fire
fighter. The crews were
successful in operations
but the Captain warned
them often to speed up
their time. The teamwork
nature of fire fighting
would be complemented by
hands on training and ex-
perience from mistakes.

Fire
Rescue,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Diamond Jim: "Is the precious metal
Silver a good investment?"

There will always be a major differ-
ence between computer traded
pricing, and the real, in your hands
buying and selling of silver.

Investment vehicles
Bars
A traditional way of investing in silver
is by buying actual bullion bars. In
some countries, like Switzerland and
Liechtenstein, bullion bars can be
bought or sold over the counter at
major banks.
The flat, rectangular shape of silver
bars makes them ideal for storage in
a home safe, a safe deposit box at a
bank, or placed in allocated (also
known as non-fungible) or unallocat-
ed (fungible or pooled) storage with
a bank or dealer. Silver is traded in
the spot market with the code "XAG".
When settled in United States Dol-
lars, the code is "XAGUSD".
Various sizes of silver bars:
•1000 oz troy bars – These bars, 999
fine, weigh about 68.6 pounds avoir-
dupois (31 kg) and vary about 10%
as to weight, as bars range from 900
ozt to about 1,100 ozt (28 to 34 kg).
These are COMEX and LBMA good
delivery bars.
•100 oz troy bars – These bars weigh
6.86 pounds (3.11 kg).
•Odd weight retail bars – These bars
cost less and generally have a wider
spread, due to the extra work it takes
to calculate their value and the extra
risk due to the lack of a good brand
name.
•1 kilogram bars (32.15 oz troy)
•10 oz troy bars (311 g) and 1 oz troy
bars (31.1 g)

Coins and rounds
Silver coins include the one ounce
99.99% pure Canadian Silver Maple
Leaf and the one ounce 99.93% pure
American Silver Eagle. Coins may
be minted as either fine silver or junk
silver, the latter being older coins
made of 90% silver. U.S. coins 1964
and older (half dollars, dimes, and
quarters) are generally accepted to
weigh 24.71 grams of silver per
dollar of face value, which at their
nominal silver content of 90%, trans-
lates to 22.239 g of silver per dollar.
All U.S. dimes, quarters, halves and
1 dollar pieces contained 90% silver
since their introduction up until 1964
when they were discontinued. The
combined mintage of these coins by
weight exceeds by far the mintages
of all other silver investment coins.
All 1965-1970 and one half of the
1975-1976 Bicentennial San Fran-
cisco proof and mint set Kennedy
half dollars are "clad" in a silver alloy

and contain just under one half of the
silver in the pre-1965 issues.
Junk-silver coins are also available
as sterling silver coins, which were
officially minted until 1919 in the
United Kingdom and Canada and
1945 in Australia. These coins are
92.5% silver and are in the form of
(in decreasing weight) Crowns, Half-
crowns, Florins, Shillings, Sixpenc-
es, and three pence. The tiny three
pence weighs 1.41 grams, and the
Crowns are 28.27 grams (1.54
grams heavier than a US $1). Cana-
da produced silver coins with 80%
silver content from 1920 to 1967.
Other hard money enthusiasts use
.999 fine silver rounds as a store of
value. A cross between bars and
coins, silver rounds are produced by
a huge array of mints, generally
contain a troy ounce of silver in the
shape of a coin, but have no status
as legal tender. Rounds can be or-
dered with a custom design stamped
on the faces or in assorted batches.

Taxation
In many tax regimes, silver does not
hold the special position that is often
afforded to gold. For example, in the
European Union the trading of recog-
nized gold coins and bullion products
is VAT exempt, but no such allow-
ance is given to silver. This makes
investment in silver coins or bullion
less attractive for the private inves-
tor, due to the extra premium on
purchases represented by the irre-
coverable VAT (charged at 20% in
the United Kingdom and 19% for
bars and 7% for bullion products with
face value, e.g. The US Silver Eagle
and the Canadian Maple Leaf, in
Germany). Norwegian companies
can legally deliver free of VAT to the
rest of Europe within certain annual
limits or can arrange for local pickup.
Other taxes such as capital gains tax
may apply for individuals depending
on country of residence (tax status)
and whether the asset is sold at
increased nominal value. For exam-
ple, in the United States, silver is
taxed only when sold for a profit, at a
special collectibles capital gain rate
(your normal income tax rate, subject
to a maximum of 28% for silver held
over 1 year).

Diamond Jim is a diamond dealer and
precious metals broker of NTR Metals.
See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.
If you have questions pertaining to
jewelry, watches, diamonds, precious
stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry,
email jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers

in our FOUR newspapers, with a combined

circulation of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION

on your AD. Rates start at only $16 for 20

Call 281-328-9605

BOATS FOR SALE BOATS FOR SALE BOATS FOR SALE BOATS FOR SALE

PEARSON 23’ DAYSAILER
IT’S GREAT SAILING WEATHER, THROUGH

OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER. THIS BOAT
WILL TAKE YOU OUT ON THE WATER. WITH

NEW 6 HP TOHATSU OUTBOARD. HAVE
FUN FOR $4850 OBO. CALL 713-977-2555
OR 713-252-8000. DON’T MISS THIS REAL

BARGAIN, AND A GREAT BOAT!

COMMERCIAL
SPACE
for Rent Downtown
Highlands Area.
Sizes range from
1200 # to 3000#
Great for Profession-
al offices, Sports Bar,
Washateria ect.
Prices start at 2.45
per sq ft plus CAM
Email
"biglakes@gmail.com"
or call 281-843-2626
Text 713-210-9277.

                40-8

RENT/LEASE

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a

local newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches more
readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are $10.00
per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ per word
plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if required.
Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for supporting
our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

281-328-9605         email: starcouriernews@aol.com

LEGAL ADVERTISING

You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a
local newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches more
readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are $15.00
per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ per word
plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if required.
Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for supporting
our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR
281-328-9605    email: northchannelstar@gmail.com

APPLIANCES

WASHERS &
DRYERS

FOR SALE
Washers $95
Dryers $95

GUARANTEED
 713-781-6071

43-4

TRUCK DRIVER – FLATBED
– Class ‘A’ CDL 40 hrs guaranteed – Home
MOST nights. Fast growing company is
seeking a team member with 2+ yrs exp.;
25+ years old; TWIC eligible; Great Bene-
fits; Salary based on exp.
Send Resume to:
clapsley@incompasslogistics.com

DRIVERS WANTED DRIVERS WANTED

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR LOCAL
OPTION ELECTION PETITION TO LEGALIZE
SALE OF ALL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES,
INCLUDING MIXED BEVERAGES IN THE CITY
OF GALENA PARK, TEXAS.

Juan Jose Anguiano intends to apply for a petition
to gather signatures for a Local Option Liquor
Election pursuant to Title 17 of the Texas Election
code in the City of Galena Park, Harris County, Texas.
The Petition for Local Option Election is to legalize
the sale of all alcoholic beverages including mixed
beverages in the City of Galena Park, Texas. The
petition to legalize the sale of all alcoholic beverages,
including mixed beverages, will be circulated among
qualified voters of the City of Galena Park, for the
signatures of those qualified voters in the City who
desire that a Local Option Election be called. The
Application for a Local Option Election Petition will
be filed with Mayra Gonzales, City Secretary of the
City of Galena Park, Texas.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOW HIRING
Waitstaff. Are you
looking for a job with
great tips, fun atmo-
sphere & a flexible
schedule at an up-
scale hotel restau-
rant? Apply in person
at 16311 East Free-
way Channelview
Texas 77530.

               45-1

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

NEED A
PROFESSIONAL
to clean or declutter
and organize your
home or garage?
Call 281-426-2674.

               45-2

HELP WANTED

POLICE
DISPATCHER.
Jacinto City. High
School Diploma/
GED. Excellent ben-
efit package. Full
t ime. Applications
may be pick up at
10429 Market St. Rd.
(Police Dept.) or ob-
tain by calling Chief
J.M. Ayala at 713-
672-2455 or email:
joe.ayala@jacintocity-
tx.gov

               45-2
LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Request for Competitive Sealed Proposals will
be received by the Galena Park Independent School
District until DECEMBER 2, 2016  FOR: , Cellular
Phones, Internet Access and WAN Connectivity
Services.  Proposals may be downloaded from CRW
Consulting website at: http://crwconsulting.com/rfp
(CRW Consulting RFP ID #170049452).  All ques-
tions and bids must be submitted via the CRW on-
line RFP system.

Classified ADS Call: 281-328-9605

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TO DISCUSS GALENA PARK

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT’S
State Financial Accountability Rating

Galena Park I. S. D. will hold
a public hearing

at 6:00 p.m. on December 12, 2016, in the
Board Room of the Administration Bldg.

14705 Woodforest Blvd.
Houston, TX

The purpose of this hearing
is to discuss Galena Park I.S.D.’s rating

on the state’s financial
accountability system.

This hearing will be held prior to the regular
school board meeting scheduled for that date.

Commercial
Printing

We specialize in
4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers
We print newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555

LEGAL NOTICE

ANYONE
knowing the
whereabouts of
Zandra Lynnell
Thompson, please
contact Cassie B.
Anderson, Atty. at
(225) 635-3291 or
P.O. Box 610 St.
Francisville, La
70775.

                45-2

Save money on
your legal ads.

Call
281-328-9605 to

place your ad.
We meet all legal

requirements.

AUTOMOBILES AUTOMOBILES AUTOMOBILES

2011 CHEVRY
TRAVERSE
 $9,991 call Jason
8 3 2 - 2 1 6 - 1 6 3 0
#BJ109187
     45-2tc

2010 GMC
ACADIA
$8,991, Call Victor
8 3 2 - 3 1 0 - 8 8 9 4
#AJ123473
       45-2tc

2011 DODGE
DURANGO
$12,991 Call Leon
8 3 2 - 2 6 2 - 9 2 3 1
#BC708439
      45-2tc

2006 GMC
SIERRA
4X4 3” Lift $9,991,
Call Debbie (713)
459-5988 #6124343
     45-2tc

2008 CADILLAC
SRX
V-8 All wheel drive
$9,991  Call Debbie
7 1 3 - 4 5 9 - 5 9 8 6
#80196279
     45-2tc

2012 FORD
FUSION
$8,991 Call
Roosevelt Woods
7 1 3 - 2 1 3 - 8 3 5 8
#CR376564
     45-2tc

AUTOMOBILES

2012 CHRYSLER
200
$8,991 Call Paul K.
(281) 627-2747
#Cn126873
    45-2tc

2013 DODGE
AVENGER
$8,991 Call Leon
832-262-9231
DN628454
    45-2tc
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Average Miles 3,500 on Loaners and Demos. 1.) Silverado 1500 M.S.R.P. $43,040 Sale Price
$39,035 $6000 rebates Final price $33035 2.) 2016 Covette $49,833 MSRP $58,715.

 All sales plus T.T.&L.See dealer for complete details.

On All Demos
and Loaner

Cars in Stock

NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR
5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057

(713) 977-2555 FAX (713) 977-1188
email: northchannelstar@gmail.com
website: www.northchannelstar.com
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want these student-ath-
letes to complete the high-
er education credential
they came here to achieve.”

“This was a difficult and
painful decision that in no
way reflects on the success
of the teams, our student-
athletes, or the coaches,”
said Dr. Brenda Hellyer,
Chancellor, San Jacinto
College. “We are continual-
ly monitoring and evaluat-
ing student success, and
making decisions based on
data and the needs of our
entire student body. This
decision really came down
to looking at the $2.6 mil-
lion in annual operating
costs and a miminum of $25
million in facilities needs.
We have to weigh the total
benefit to the full student
body and to our goal of stu-
dent success.”

Athletic programs are
not the only areas with fa-
cility needs and operation-
al costs. The San Jacinto
College Board of Trustees
and leadership have also
made the following difficult
decisions:

• Closing the San Jacin-
to College golf course. As
announced earlier this
year, the golf course will
close effective Dec. 15,
2016.

• Combining the auto
body collision repair pro-
gram. As enrollment was
declining between two
training facilities, one on
the North Campus and one
on the South Campus, the
decision was made to com-
bine the two programs into
one that is currently
housed on North Campus.

• Custodial and book-
store outsourcing. As a cost-
saving measure, the
decision was made to out-
source the custodial and
bookstore services.

• Closing the child care
center at the South Cam-

pus. The College evaluated
options to bring the entire
building up to today’s build-
ing standards and deter-
mined that due to the age
of the building and the con-
dition of the infrastructure,
it was cost prohibitive.

• Closing the dental as-
sisting program. Due to a
lack of enrollment, the Col-
lege closed the dental as-
sisting program located on
Central Campus. The Col-
lege will no longer offer this
program and has provided
a teach-out for any student
in the program.

• Redefining the core
curriculum requirements.
In order to meet the state
of Texas requirement of
moving all associate de-
grees to 60 credit hours, the
College redefined the core
curriculum and excluded
several courses that would
not readily transfer to a
Texas university toward a
bachelor’s degree.

• Combining cosmetolo-
gy and culinary programs.
Due to facility needs iden-

tified in the current cosme-
tology and culinary pro-
grams at San Jacinto
College, the three separate
campus cosmetology pro-
grams will be combined
into two programs, one on
the North Campus and one
on the South Campus. In
like manner, the culinary
programs on the North and
Central Campuses will be
combined into one program
housed on the North Cam-
pus once the facilities are
constructed.

“Higher education in
general is going through
transformational change,”
added Hellyer. “At San Ja-
cinto College we operate in
a continuous improvement
cycle where we look at data,
operational costs, and facil-
ity needs. Difficult deci-
sions are part of the
transformational change. It
is sad to be at this point; it
is a matter of stewardship
and what is best for the
overall student population
and the taxpayers of our
district.”

San Jac Programs Cut,
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As part of a week dedi-
cated to honoring those
who have served or are
serving our nation, Galena
Park ISD hosted its annu-
al Veterans Day Luncheon
on November 11. More
than 150 veterans and
their family members at-
tended and were honored
by the North Shore Senior
High School’s choir perfor-
mance which included the
theme song from each mil-

Galena Park ISD hosts annual
Veterans Day Luncheon

Marines and Dr. Williams

itary branch and finished
with the Star Spangled
Banner. There were also
letters written to the vet-
erans on the tables by ele-
mentary students, and a
special reading by Denne-
shae Jones from Jacinto
City Elementary School of
her letter.

Denneshae wrote, “You
put yourself through in-
tense physical training
and hard work, but most of

all you took time from see-
ing your family so other
people could keep theirs
safe. For all those amazing
things you put yourself
through, all people in the
United States of America
owe you a  g inormous
thank you.”

GPISD would like to
thank all of the veterans
and family members who
attended the Veterans Day
Luncheon.

SHELDON ISD

C.E. King High School
honors Veterans
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(Photo by Mark Kramer, Channelview ISD)


