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C.P.A. CLASS #1

Citizen's Police Academy
Class #1 at John Phelps Court-
house, 101 S. Richey Pasadena,
Texas 77506. August 27th - Oc-
tober 29th, 2014. From 7:00 pm
- 9:00 pm. Wednesday Evenings.
Applicants must be at least 21
years of age and reside in Pre-
cinct 2 (A thorough background
check will be conducted on
each applicant). Cost: Free. This
Pilot class will be limited to the
first 40 qualified applicants. Ap-
plications may be picked up at
either Constable Pct. 2 office,
101 South Richey Suite C Pasa-
dena, Texas 77506, 713-477-
92766 or at 10851 Scarsdale
Houston, Texas 77089, 281-481-
9789. Applications must be
turned in no later than August
20th, 2014. For more informa-
tion please contact: Sgt. Cindy
Vara Leija 713-477-2766

Galena Park-Jacinto
City CIP meeting

GALENA PARK-JACINTO CITY
COMMUNITY-INDUSTRY PARTNER-
SHIP (CIP) meeting is THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 4, 2014. 5:45 p.m. -
light dinner; 6:15—business starts
and adjourn by 8:15 p.m. At Alvin
Baggett Recreation Building, 1302
Keene in Galena Park. Host plant:
SunEdison

Annual Report on CIP Plant
Emissions will be presented:

*CIP plants subject to reporting
emissions to state and/or federal
regulatory agencies have provided
data on their 2013 emissions, which
have been compiled to show to-
tals as well as trends since 2008 as
well as explanations for change
from 2012 to 2013.Contact Diane
Sheridan at 281-326-5253 for res-
ervations by Friday, Aug. 29 at
noon.

Unless otherwise indicated,
meetings are on 1 Thursdays at
Alvin Baggett Community Center.
Dinner at 5:45. Business 6:15-8:15
p.m.

GALENA MANOR

Green holds Town Hall Meeting in GP

GALENA PARK - Con-
gressman Gene Green met
with several dozen of his con-
stituents and residents of the
area last Monday night, in a
scheduled Town Hall session.

The meeting was held in the
Churchill Community Build-
ing, which Civic Club presi-
dent Taggy Hall noted “this is
the first time a town hall meet-
ing has been held at our com-
munity center.”

Green’s talk was in two
phases. First, he explained to
the group what services he
sponsors on a regular basis in
his 29th District. Many of
them are aimed at seniors,
veterans, and college bound
students.

Secondly, he discussed
some legislative issues that
Congress is dealing with at
present, and also commented

on difficult world conditions,
especially in the Middle East.

The most immediate event
he is sponsoring is a Senior
Citizens Forum, on Wednes-
day of this week, and an Im-
munization event for
school-age children on Satur-
day at North Shore 9th grade
school. He expects thousands
of students to get their free
shots prior to school, he said.

Although he is sponsoring
a job fair, he joked that some-
times more companies show
up than eligible job seekers,
due to what he termed “the
best economy I have seen in
my lifetime.” He mentioned
the training available at local
community colleges, prepara-
tion for well paying jobs in the
industrial sector and refiner-
ies, with salaries from $75,000
and up.

CONGRESSMAN GENE GREEN talks about his legislative program at the Town
Hall Meeting in Galena Manor, and also about programs he sponsors in the
community, such as Senior Citizens Forum, Immunization Day, Town Hall
meetings, Job Fairs, Paying for College Workshop, and Service Academy
workshops. At left is Galena Manor Civic Club president Mrs. Taggy Hall.

On September 15 he
willl sponsor a Paying
for College workshop
at North Shore High
School. It will also be
Academy Night for
those interested in at-
tending the Military
Academies.

For the veterans in
the audience, Green
introduces Marlene
Clowers, his staff
member who works
with veterans and the
VA hospital services.
He said that a new law
allows veterans to get
private medical service
if they live more than
40 miles from a VA
hospital, but he also
said he has not seen

See TOWN HALL, p. 8

Free Innoculations for school-aged kids this Saturday

HOUSTON - Congressman
Gene Green invites students
and families to kick off the
new school year with a discus-
sion about children’s health
and free immunizations.

Services will be available
for school-aged children in the
29t% Congressional District at
Oleson Elementary, J.R. Har-
ris Elementary, and North
Shore Ninth Grade Campus.

“This event helps raise
awareness about children’s
health issues, and gets chil-
dren started out on the right
foot for the upcoming school
year,” Green said. “We like to
see healthy and happy kids.”

Green said that last year,
over 3000 kids received their
free shots in the Galena Park

COMMUNITY PROFILE:

school district alone.

The event takes place this
Saturday, August 23, 2014
from 9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. at
the following locations:

e North Shore Ninth Grade
Campus, Galena Park
ISD13501 Holly Park Drive,
Houston, Texas 77015

e Oleson Elementary
School, Aldine ISD, 12345
Vickery Street, Houston, Tex-
as 77039

e J.R. Harris Elementary
School, Houston ISD801
Broadway Street, Houston,
Texas 77012

Families are invited to join
a discussion about health and
receive free immunizations for
children. Parents must bring
a copy of their child’s immu-

Taggy Hall wants to win
$25K for Precint2gether

GALENA PARK - Taggy
Hall wants your vote, and she
is not afraid to ask for it, at com-
munity meetings and chamber
events. She is the president of
the Galena Manor Civic Club,
which meets monthly at the
Churchill Community Center
on Hunter Street in Galena
Manor.

But she is also a community
activist, and she sees an oppor-
tunity to help the Precinct 2 or-
ganization for seniors,
Precinct2gether.

She is competing with four
other women, in a contest to get
the most votes and win a prize
of $25,000 from TexanPlus, a
local Medicare Advantage
health plan organization that
has teamed with the Astros
baseball club to sponsor this
competition. Whichever of the
five women gets the most votes
between now and Sept. 12 will
win the prize, and her designat-
ed charity will get the money.

Taggy wants you to vote at
www.texanpluschampions.com/
vote.html. You can vote once
every day until the deadline.

Eronia “Taggy” Hall consid-
ers teaching her life’s passion.
So after retiring from the Hous-
ton Independent School District
after 34 years of service, there
was perhaps no better way to
spend her golden years than

MRS. ERONIA “TAGGY” HALL

teaching seniors. And that’s pre-
cisely what she did.

Taggy, the embodiment of the
modern active senior citizen is
energetic, optimistic and driv-
en, and she’s teaching others
around her the importance of
staying active and involved in
their communities. All while fol-
lowing her vision to build a bet-
ter community in Galena Park
and beyond.

! Retired in 1994,
Taggy immediately
started seeing things
within her communi-
ty that needed to be
done, and she got in-
| volved in them to en-
sure they got done.
For the past 20 years,
she’s continued that
4 approach and has
been leading the way
on public improve-
ment projects around
Galena Park as well
as leading aerobics
classes for seniors,
planning senior activ-
ities such as monthly
luncheons, trips and
social gatherings.
“As people age,
—= they have less oppor-
tunities to interact
with others, so this
keeps people engaged and ac-
tive,” Taggy said. “A lot of these
seniors look forward to going to
these centers and participating
in the activities. They do arts,
crafts, stay active, and they find
friendship. They’'ve worked
hard providing for their fami-
lies, and now they deserve to
have fun.”
Taggy teaches an aerobics
class designed for people above

See TAGGY HALL, page 8

nization records.
Congressman
Green thanked the fol-
lowing groups and or-
ganizations for helping
make this event a suc-
cess: Harris Health
System, Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital Mobile
Clinic Outreach Pro-
gram, Aldine Health
Center, Aldine Inde-
pendent School Dis-
trict, Galena Park
Independent School
District, Houston In-
dependent School Dis-
trict, LyondellBasell,
and Rotary Interna-
tional District 5890.

School Kids getting their shots at the innoculation clinic last year.

ENVIRONMENTAL / SAFETY CONCERN:

Local resident reports on
hazardous community problem

An 18-wheeler truck with hazardous cargo parks within 30 feet of children’s swimming pool. The pool
can be observed at the back right side.

Dear Editor North Channel
Star:

I would like to inform you
of a safety and health concern
that our entire neighborhood
is fighting about with the City
of Houston. They have almost
completed the construction of
a Stripe truck stop in our
neighborhood. We as a neigh-
borhood were not consulted or
informed of this business un-
til after construction had

started. We have over 500 fam-
ily homes in our neighborhood.
I have contacted every one of
them and nobody approves of
this truck stop. There are
many concerns including but
not limited to increase in
crime rate, increase in drug
trafficking, prostitution, Air
pollution, noise pollution,
flooding and mostly traffic
safety.

According to the Air Alli-
ance Houston, our area has an

Submitted photo

increased cancer risk due to
particulates from trucks and
ships. Having a truck stop
within 30 feet of where chil-
dren play is no help. When it
rains the people near the truck
stop have water within a few
inches of flooding their homes.
The increased cemented area
will increase this threat.
Trucks will be parked within

See HAZARDOUS PROBLEM,
page 8
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George Edward Watt

George Edward Watt, 77, of
Houston, passed from this life
on August 18, 2014. George
was born July 12, 1937 in Alto,
Texas to parents, Joe Bailey &
Wilba Mae Watt.

He served his country in the
U.S. Army and worked as a
processing technician until
retiring from GB BioSciences,
formerly ISK Bio Sciences. Mr.
Watt was very active in the
Channelview Senior Citizens
and headed up the Annual
George Watt Chili Fundraiser
Competition and was a mem-
ber of the elite Smokin 44's
Cook Team.

He is preceded in death by
his parents and by his beloved
wife of almost 50 years, Fran
Watt; by his daughter-in-law,
Stephanie Watt and by sister,
Joan Watt Beard.

He is survived by son, Tho-
mas Edward Watt & wife, Jen-
ny; by daughter, Dana Watt &
husband, Tom Collette and
adopted daughter, Barbara
Butler; by grandchildren,
Christopher Watt, Samantha
Watt, David Watt, Fredrick,
Shawn, Seth & Jillian; by
great-granddaughter, Fayth
Watt; by brother, James Perry,

as well as other family and
many dear friends. Visitation
will be Tuesday evening from
5-8:00 pm. at Carter’s with
services celebrating his life
11:00 a.m. Wednesday, August
20, 2014 in Carter’s Chapel.
Interment will follow in San
Jacinto Memorial Park under
the direction of Carter Funer-
al Home.

Family suggests that in lieu
of flowers, that donations be
made to the Channelview Se-
nior Citizens or the Channel-
view Flukinger Center.

Lone Star Republicans
August meeting

Lone Star Republicans will
hold its monthly meeting on
Thursday August 21, 2014 at
the Crosby Church from 6:30
p.m. until 8:30 p.m. A social
will be held at 6:30 p.m., with
regular meeting beginning at
7:00 p.m. The Crosby Church

is located at 5725 U.S. 90,
Crosby, Texas 77532.

Speakers for the evening
will be: Harris County Repub-
lican Party Chairman Paul
Simpson and Liberty County
Republican Party Chairman
Ken Coleman.

Georgie Lee Michell Condray

Georgie Lee Michell Con-
dray, 94 of Crosby, Texas
passed away Sunday, August
17,2014. Georgie was born De-
cember 4, 1919 to Woodsy and
Mary Louise (Broussard)
Michell in Orange, Texas.

Georgie worked as an office
clerk for many years and in
her free time she enjoyed
spending time with her fami-
ly and friends, playing domi-
noes, cards, golf and traveling.
Georgie was a classy, loving
and caring woman who had
very strong values, and she
will be missed by all who knew
her.

Georgie is preceded in
death by her parents and hus-
band, James. B. Condray. She
is survived by her daughters,
Diane “Mickey” Glover and
husband Noland, Sharon
Carter and husband Ron and
Sandra Ford; son, Reggie Con-
dray and wife Jenny; 10
grandchildren; 23 great
grandchildren; 2 great great
grandchildren and many oth-
er relatives and friends.

A visitation for family and
friends will be held Tuesday,
August 19, from 5-8 pm at

Sterling White Funeral Home.
Funeral services will be held
Wednesday, August 20,2014 at
10:00 a.m. at Sterling White
Funeral Home with the intern-
ment following at Sterling
White cemetery.

Services are entrusted to
Sterling —White Funeral
Home, 11011 Crosby-Lynch-
burg Road, Highlands, Texas
77562. To send the family con-
dolences please visit
www.sterlingwhite.com.

Coach Ron Kramer to be
honored at Sultis Stadium

Goose Creek CISD and the
community will honor the late
Ron Kramer, former head foot-
ball coach at Robert E. Lee
High School and GCCISD ath-
letic director, by dedicating the
playing field at Sultis Stadi-
um at the Memorial Sports
Complex at Lee High School to
him. The event will take place
at 6:30 p.m. before the junior
varsity Lee vs. Sterling foot-
ball game on August 28 at Sul-
tis Stadium.

Under Coach Kramer’s 16-
year command as head coach,
the REL Ganders garnered
109 wins, 54 losses, one dis-
trict co-championship, four

Ron Kramer

John Joseph Zadrapa

John Joseph Zadrapa, 88, of
Crosby went to be with the
Lord on Friday, August 15,
2014. John was born in Cros-
by, Texas to Joseph John
Zadrapa and Pauline Rehorek
Zadrapa on November 15,
1925. He was the next to the
youngest of thirteen children
and was preceded in death by
his parents and eleven sib-
lings.

He is survived by his wife
of fifty four years, Emma Dale
Zadrapa of Crosby, and sister,
Rosalee Franta of Baytown,
Texas. He is also survived by
his daughters, Vicki Adcock of
Longview, Sherry Morton and
husband Robert of Crosby,
Christy Roeder and husband,
Stephen of Dayton, son John
Cecil Zadrapa of Crosby,
grandchildren, Jonathan
Roeder and wife Vanessa,
Christopher Roeder, Abbey
Moore and husband David,
Casey Morton and wife Bran-
dy, six great grandchildren,
and many nieces and neph-
ews.

John grew up in Crosby
and joined the U.S. Navy in
1942. He retired from Mer-
ichem Chemical Company
with 32 years of service. John
attended Vinelife Christian
Fellowship in Huffman and
was a member of the Crosby
Historical Association and
American Legion in Crosby.
He was an avid nature lover
with the exception of his on-
going war with squirrels.

A visitation was held Tues-

day, August 19 from 5:00 to
8:00 p.m. in the Chapel of
Earthman Funeral Home in
Baytown, Texas. The funeral
service was held Wednesday,
August 20 at 10:00 a.m. at
Earthman’s followed by a
graveside service at Sterling-
White Cemetery in Highlands.
The pallbearers were Robert
Morton, Casey Morton, David
Moore, Stephen Roeder,
Jonathan Roeder, and Christo-
pher Roeder. Honorary pall-
bearers were members of the
American Legion in Crosby.
Donations in memory of
John may be made to the
American Heart Association.
To view the online obituary
and post a tribute to the fami-
ly, visit
earthmanbaytown.com.
Arrangements are under
the direction of Earthman Fu-
neral Home, 3919 Garth Rd.,
Baytown, TX 77521;(281) 422-
8181.

district championships, five
trips to bi-district playoffs,
two trips to regional playoffs,
and one trip to state quarter-
finals. Ninety-six of his stu-
dent athletes were selected as
All-District, three played on
the South All-Star Team, four
were named All-State, six
were recognized as Outstand-
ing Backs, and one was cho-
sen as All-American. Coach
Kramer served Goose Creek
CISD from 1959 — 1991. He

was a member of the Baytown
Rotary Club and served as a
director of the Baytown Teach-
ers Credit Union. Coach Kram-
er died in 2005 at the age of
68.

Merla Kramer, Kramer’s
wife, taught in GCCISD for 38
years, serving at Horace Mann
Junior School, Robert E. Lee
High School and Goose Creek
Memorial High School. She
retired in 2013. The family will
be present for the celebration.

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774 5223 Garth Rd.

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

Your ad could be here
Just $10 a week.
Call 281-328-9605 to
find out more information.
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A-AUTOMOTIVE

Chris Arnold-Owner - 281-385-1782
29026 FM 565 Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS

P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX
281-328-6220

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409 281-576-5788

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM
281-328-7311
510 Church Street Crosby, TX 77532
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&
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Be alert. Continue strong in the
faith. Have courage and be
strong.

1 Corinthians 16:13

Pride only breeds quarrels, but
widom is found in those who
take advice. Proverbs 13:25

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat8 a.m.-1p.m.

KWIK KAR OIL & LUBE

Operated By Chris & Jennifer Arnold
115625 Eagle Drive
281-385-LUBE (5823)

Crosby ISD’s Harvey Augustine III named
2015 Elementary Teacher of the Year

10955 Eagle Drive

281-576-5040

By Dr. Robert Tatman

Great teaching and great learning does
not happen by accident, and no one knows
this better than Harvey Augustine. His
countless hours of work and energy have led
to being recently named the 2014-2015 Ele-
mentary Teacher of the Year for the Region
4 Education Service Center. Through count-
less hours of planning, instruction, guidance,
and myriad of teacher responsibilities, Au-
gustine has changed students’ lives by teach-
ing in a way that impacts the hearts and
minds of his students.

This was a significant accomplishment
and a professional milestone for Mr. Augus-
tine who received this honor for teaching
math at Newport Elementary School. Cho-
sen from elementary school teachers from
approximately 50 Harris County school dis-
tricts, Augustine’s award was well-deserved
and a recognition of the value and impor-
tance of his work in education.

Christy CoVan, principal of Newport El-
ementary, noted that Augustine’s effective-
ness rises from the fact that his teaching is
not just about academics, but about teach-
ing students dignity, respect, and pride both
in themselves and others.

Harvey Augustine 111

Augustine will advance as Region 4’s Elemen-
tary Teacher of the Year candidates as a final-
ist for the 2015 Texas Teacher of the Year honor.
The Texas Teacher of the Year program is spon-
sored by the Texas Association of School Ad-
ministrators (TASA).

+ PHYSICAL, OCCUPATIONAL AND SPEECH THERAPIES
+ INTRAVENOUS/HYDRATION THERAPY

« TUBE FEEDING Legend Oalss
+ CHF Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center
+ INCONTINENT CARE

East Houston

Call Legends Oaks Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center
today for a free evaluation and information regarding
skilled nursing care, rehabilitative services or long-term
care for yourloved one.

MAIN: 281-457-6462 15880 WALLISVILLE RD.
24 HOUR ADMISSIONS: HOUSTON, TX 77049
713-304-1406

Caring for Tomorrow s Legends Today

STERLING ~ WHITE

WU W A TEELISGSEITE.CON

“A Tradition af Excellence Since [824

Once more the humble will rejoice

in the Lord; the needy will rejoice
in the Holy One of Israel
Isciah 29: 10

| can do everything through him

who gives me strength.
Phillipians 4:13

All of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak
in other fongues as the Spirit
enabled them. Acts 2:4

St. Timothy's
Episcopal Church

All Invited to Worship with Us

SUNDAY Holy Eucharist Ritell  10:00 am
SUNDAY School & Coffee Hour  11:30 am
Spanish Service/Holy Eucharist 1:00 pm

13125 INDIANAPOLIS ST., HOUSTON, 77015
sttimsinhouston.com

Rise in the presence of the aged,
show respect for the elderly and
revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

www.starcouriernews.com
&
www.northchannelstar.com

Your ad could be here
Just $10 a week.
Call 281-328-9605 to
find out more information.
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SCHOOL NEWS

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

AUGUST

North Channel

Library events

-Thursday, Aug. 21, 10:30 a.m.
Baby Time.

-Tuesday, Aug. 26, 10:30 a.m.
Toodler Time; 1:30 p.m.
Preschool Story Time.
-Thursday, Aug. 28, 10:30 a.m.
Baby Time.

COMPUTER CLASSES
-Introduction to Excel, Lecture,
Aug. 25, 1-3 pm.

-Introduction to Excel, Practice,
Aug. 27, 1-3 pm.

CLASES DE COMPUTACION
-Introduccién a Excel, Lectura,
Aug. 26, 10 am - 12 pm.
-Introduccién a Excel, Practica,
Aug. 28, 10 am - 12 pm.
Library is located at 15741
Wallisville Rd., Houston, TX.
77049. Call 281-457-1631 for
more information.

AUGUST
Galena Park

Library events

-Thursday, Aug. 21, 11 am Baby
Time; 3 pm Family Movie Time.
-Tuesday, Aus. 26, 1 p.m. File &
Folder Mgmt |; 4 pm Internet Basico
l.

-Wednesday, Aug. 27, 11 a.m.
Children’s Story Time; 3 p.m.
Boardgame Day.

Library Hours: Monday 10 am-6 pm;
Tuesday 12 pm (noon) - 8 pm;
Wednesday & Thursday10 am-6 pm;
Friday 1-6pm; Saturday 10 am-5pm.
Please call the library at 713-450-
0982 for more details.

The library is located at 1500 Keene
St. Galena Park, TX. 77547.

SATURDAY NIGHTS

The Buckshot
Jamboree

Enjoy Classic Country music every
Satutday night from 7 pm - 10 pm
with The Buckshot Jamboree at
7414 Hartman near Old Beaumont
Highway. More info, call 281-458-
0729 or 832-444-5000.

GP/JC Rotary
Community Rally

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

The Galena Park/Jacinto City
Rotary Club is hosting a Community
Service Project. “The Community
Rally” an event to bring the public
together by providing resources,
health screenings, educational in-
formation and interactive activities.
The community is encourage to get
involve by participating in the rally
performances, activities, or dona-
tions that can be supported in this
event.

Time slots are available now to
participate in the rally service
project: DJ's, bands, talent perfor-
mances, dances or cheers, etc.

The event is to take place at
Alvin Bagget Community Building,
1302 Keene St. Galena Park, TX.
77547. Saturday, September 27,
2014; 11 am - 3 pm.

For more information or ques-
tions please contact Olivia Paredes,
Rotary representative: 832-285-
7642 or via e-mail at
oparedes@southtexasdental.com

Galena Park ISD

Educators elected to
top leadership position
in statewide group

F

|

On Aug. 1, Janie Baszile, a
special education teacher at
Cobb Sixth Grade Campus in
Galena Park ISD, began a two-
year term as chair of the Tex-
as Classroom Teachers
Association’s statewide Bud-
get Committee, the committee
that reviews the association’s
financial statements and bud-
get.

She was elected in June
during the TCTA Convention
in Fort Worth, where 300
TCTA members came togeth-
er from across Texas to con-
duct association business,
participate in professional de-
velopment and leadership
training, and hear from the
candidates for Texas governor
and lieutenant governor.

As the TCTA Budget Com-
mittee chair, Baszile is a mem-
ber of TCTA’s 10-member
Executive Board, the highest
elected body of the statewide
group. She previously served
on the board for seven years,
chairing three other TCTA
state committees and repre-
senting TCTA as state presi-
dent in 2007-08.

Baszile also served on the
TCTA Directors’ Council for 10
years, and she has been active
on the local level as Galena
Park CTA president, presi-
dent-elect, membership chair,
interim treasurer, and faculty
representative. She has been
a TCTA member since 1975.

In addition to her volunteer
roles with TCTA, Baszile was
appointed by Gov. Rick Perry
in 2006 to a five-year term on
the State Board for Educator
Certification.

She also has served as a
judge in Texas’ Teacher of the
Year program and on several
other statewide committees
related to teacher certification
and standards.

Baszile holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in business ed-
ucation from Prairie View
A&M University and did post-
graduate work at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, Lamar
University and University of
Houston-Clear Lake. She
holds a master’s degree in spe-
cial education and a number
of professional certifications.
This fall, Baszile is beginning
her 36th year as an educator.

Janie Baszile

Felicia Nichols

Felicia Nichols, an education-
al diagnostician at North Shore
High School in Galena Park
ISD, will serve in a new leader-
ship position as she heads back
to school for 2014-15.

On Aug. 1, she began a two-
year term as a district director
for the Texas Classroom Teach-
ers Association, a non-union
professional association for
teachers, librarians, counselors
and other classroom profession-
als with 50,000 members across
the state.

TCTA members from District
4 — a seven-county area sur-
rounding Houston and
Galveston — elected Nichols
during a meeting at TCTA’s
state convention in Fort Worth
in June. For the next two years,
she will represent them on the
TCTA Directors’ Council, which
sets policy for the statewide as-
sociation, and she will assist
leaders of TCTA local affiliates
in her district.

“Serving in leadership roles
with TCTA gives me the oppor-
tunity to be a voice for teachers
across this great state,” Nichols
said. “I would like to assist

teachers with ways they can
help reform education, such as
being active TCTA members
and communicating with legis-
lators. My plan is to serve Tex-
as educators for many years to
come!”

ATCTA member for 12 years,
Nichols is also active in the Ga-
lena Park Classroom Teachers
Association and currently
serves as the local affiliate’s
membership chairperson and as
a faculty representative on her
campus. She previously served
two terms as the group’s presi-
dent.

Nichols is also a member of
the Galena Park ISD Teacher
Leadership Team and is pursu-
ing a Ph.D. in Leadership Stud-
ies from Our Lady of the Lake
University. She volunteers with
the Houston International Fes-
tival and the Sisters Network
Breast Cancer Walk, and previ-
ously volunteered with the
Houston Parks and Recreation
Summer Program.

Nichols’ Galena Park ISD
colleague and fellow TCTA
member Janie Baszile, a special
education teacher at Cobb Sixth
Grade Campus who served as
the TCTA District 4 director last
school year, began a two-year
term as TCTA’s Budget

Committee chair Aug. 1. As a
member of the TCTA Executive
Board, she will serve on the Di-
rectors’ Council with Nichols.
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GPISD welcomes new campus principals

Six schools in Galena Park ISD are under new leadership for the 2014-15 school year. GPISD is proud to
welcome principals Cindy Galaviz to Cimarron Elementary, David Pierson to Cunningham Middle School,
Shaunté Morris to Galena Park Middle School, Irene Benzor to Normandy Crossing Elementary, and
Brett Lalor to North Shore Middle School. Each of these principals look forward to engaging the students
and teachers of their respective campuses and making a positive impact in the community.

(front row I/r): Cindy Galaviz and Irene Benzor (middle row I/r): Shaunté Morris and Paula Patterson
(back row I/r) Brett Lalor and David Pierson.

Rep. Gene Green presented
with health champion award

(Houston, TX. Aug. 18)—
Monday, the National Associ-
ation of Community Health
Centers (NACHC) presented
Congressman Gene Green
with its highest honor—the
Distinguished Community
Health Champion Award. This
award is presented to select
Members of Congress who
have proven to be champions
for wider access to primary
care in our communities. Con-
gressman Green received this
award as a dedicated support-
er of Community Health Cen-
ters for his work on legislation
that increased federal funding
for the Health Center Pro-
gram, and for his commitment

to ensuring that Texans in the
29t Congressional District
have access to quality health
care services.

“I'm honored to receive this
award,” Green said. “Commu-
nity health centers are a vital
part of our health care safety
net and help families that
have difficulty finding reliable,
affordable health care. This is
especially important in the
29t Districtwhere we have an
underserved community and
one of the highest rates of un-
insured individuals in the
country.”

Since the Health Centers
Program began, more than
1,000 federally qualified

health centers operate more
than 8,000 sites in all 50
states. Health centers repre-
sent the nation’s largest pri-
mary care system, serving as
the medical home for 28 mil-
lion individuals, with the mis-
sion of providing timely
medical attention.

The Health Champion
Award was presented to Con-
gressman Gene Green by
NACHC, in conjunction with
Texas Association of Commu-
nity Health Centers (TACHC)
and El Centro de Corazén dur-
ing an event in the City of
Houston’s Magnolia Multiser-
vice Center.

San Jacinto College sets open
auditions for ‘Little Shop of Horrors'’

PASADENA, Texas — The
San Jacinto College theatre
and film department will hold
open public auditions for “Lit-
tle Shop of Horrors,” a popu-
lar, large-cast musical comedy
written by the award-winning

Carter Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.

*Funerals *Cremations *Pre-Arrangements

www.CarterFuneral-Houston.com

team of Howard Ashman and
Alan Menken (“The Little
Mermaid,” “Beauty and the
Beast”).

Auditions will be held on
Wednesday, Aug. 27, and
Thursday, Aug. 28 at 6 p.m. at

Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

Slocomb Auditorium, located
on the San Jacinto College
Central Campus, 8060 Spen-
cer Hwy., in Pasadena. The
auditions are open for anyone

See AUDITIONS,. page 6

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL

The Galena Park Independent School District’s
Board of Trustees, Superintendent of Schools,
Dr. Angi Williams, and her Administrative
Cabinet would like to welcome back all faculty,
staff and students.

Best wishes on a
successful school year!
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TOUCH
OF LIFE

By Don
Springer

Enjoying
life

Just had myself one fine
weekend, especially Sunday.
Our adult Sunday school class
isn’t meeting for a couple of
weeks so I took advantage of
that extra time with extra
zzzz27’s. Went to church as
usual and then met my
girlfriend for a Sunday
afternoon dinner and some
time at home where she helped
me with a couple of problems.

Then we spent an enjoyable
late afternoon and evening
listening to one of the local
bands in concert. The local
Gospel Brass Band was in
town for its annual concert on
the lawn of one of our church-
es. I know I have told you
about this band previously but
I do enjoy their concerts each
year. The band was formed
some 25 years ago, has about
25 brass players, and has been
coming here for at least the
past 15 years for an outdoor
lawn concert.

Bring your own lawn chairs,
a happy smile and enjoy the
music the advertisement says.
I always do. In addition to
being a good concert it is
always free and free is good!
This band had its roots in the
Salvation Army headquarters
in Charleston and still holds its
practices there. They have a
great brass sound for gospel,
jazz and marches and always
do each and every piece well.

I enjoy good music of that ilk
and when one adds to it a
summer evening outdoors it
just adds to my pleasure. I am
a rather nostalgic old fool and a
scene as I just described takes
me back many years to the
drawings of Norman Rockwell
that appeared frequently in the
Saturday Evening Post. There
are times when the program
has to be moved inside due to
rain and that takes away some
of my enjoyment and certainly
the vision.

Once every town, especially
the small ones, all had a
downtown bandstand where
the locals joined in the summer
to listen to the their neighbor’s
talent play a variety of musical
favorites. There isn’t much I
enjoy more on a lazy summer
afternoon that a band and
music for all ages.

I always have to remind
myself that in most cases the
men and women playing in
these bands receive no pay for
these engagements—only their
own pleasure of playing and
the delight of those listening. I
knew some of players in this
band and know the oldest is 86
years young and still plays in
at least two area bands. The
youngest was introduced to the
crowd by the director. Heis a
very talented baritone player
that is still in middle school.

This was my second Sunday
afternoon this year to partici-
pate in such an event and I will
attend more if the opportunity
prevails. This one was even
more enjoyable as the mem-
bers of the church had a free
ice cream social following the
concert. Chocolate is my
favorite and a received a good
portion. I was offered seconds
but those of you who know me
are well aware I didn’t need

&
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Grand jury indi

Cts

Qovernor on 2 counts

AUSTIN — A Travis County
grand jury on Aug. 15 indicted Gov.
Rick Perry on two felony counts:
abuse of official capacity and coer-
cion of a public servant.

Count I alleges Perry, on or
about June 14, 2013, intended to
harm Rosemary Lehmberg, Travis
County district attorney and chief
of the state’s Public Integrity Unit,
by intentionally or knowingly mis-
using public property in withhold-
ing funding approved by the Texas
Legislature for the operation of the
Public Integrity Unit.

Count II alleges Perry by means
of coercion and in his official capac-
ity as a public servant threatened
to veto legislation funding the Pub-
lic Integrity Unit unless Lehmberg
resigned as district attorney.

Lehmberg was arrested for
drunken driving in April 2013. She
served a short jail sentence, pub-
licly apologized, underwent coun-
seling and returned to her elected
post as district attorney and chief
of the Public Integrity Unit, a divi-
sion of the district attorney’s office
that investigates and prosecutes
criminal activity involving state
government and state government
officials.

Lehmberg refused to resign.
Perry reacted with a line-item veto
of the funding approved for the
Public Integrity Unit ($7.5 million)
in the state’s 2014-2015 general ap-
propriations bill, SB 1. Perry ex-
plained the veto this way: “Despite
the otherwise good work the Pub-
lic Integrity Unit’s employees, I
cannot in good conscience support
continued State funding for an of-
fice with statewide jurisdiction at
a time when the person charged
with ultimate responsibility of that
unit has lost the public’s confidence
. This unit is in no other way held
accountable to state taxpayers, ex-
cept through the State budgetary
process. I therefore object to and
disapprove of this appropriation.”

Mary Anne Wiley, general coun-
sel for Perry, issued a statement
saying, “The veto in question was
made in accordance with the veto
authority afforded to every gover-
nor under the Texas Constitution.
We will continue to aggressively
defend the governor’s lawful and
constitutional action, and believe
we will ultimately prevail.”

Panel votes for censure

The House Select Committee on
Transparency in State Agency Op-
erations on Aug. 11 met and voted
6-1 to admonish and censure Uni-
versity of Texas System Board of
Regents member Wallace L. Hall Jr.
of Dallas “for misconduct, incom-
petency in the performance of offi-
cial duties, or behavior unbefitting
a nominee for and holder of a state
office.” State Rep. Charles Perry, R-
Lubbock, voted against the action.

Hall, who was appointed as a

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

il

IGHLIGHTS

H

regent by Gov. Perry in 2011, re-
portedly has been conducting an in-
dependent investigation of UT’s
fundraising and other activities. Al-
legations against Hall are detailed
in a motion 28 pages in length.

The motion also directs two of
members of the committee, state
Reps. Lyle Larson, R-San Antonio,
and Trey Martinez-Fischer, D-San
Antonio, to monitor the Board of
Regents of The University of Tex-
as System, The University of Tex-
as System and The University of
Texas System component institu-
tions.

Notes get highest ratings

State Comptroller Susan Combs
on Aug. 12 announced Wall Street’s
three biggest credit rating agencies
have given their highest ratings to
Texas’ 2014 Tax and Revenue An-
ticipation Notes._These annual,
one-year notes, Combs explained,
are sold to help fund school pay-
ments and manage cash flow be-
tween the start of the fiscal year
and the arrival of tax revenue lat-
er in the year._Combs said the rat-
ings reflect confidence in Texas and
its economic growth. The state’s
sale of $5.4 billion in Tax and Rev-
enue Anticipation Notes will be
conducted Aug. 26 with repayment
scheduled Aug. 31, 2015, she add-
ed.

Economy adds jobs in July

Texas Workforce Commission on
Aug. 15 announced the state’s econ-
omy added 46,600 seasonally ad-
justed non-farm jobs in the month
of July and the unemployment rate
was 5.1 percent in July, while the
national unemployment rate was
6.2 percent.

Texas employers have added
396,200 jobs over the last year, a

the first.
.‘

Crosby Chiropractic Center

“Dr. Rosenbaum has been providing safe, all-natural healthcare to
CHILDREN, WOMEN and MEN for over 32 years.”

Five Reasons to start your chiropractic care
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Genuine concern, care and comfort for our patients is our highest priority
The source of your condition is treated, not just your symptoms

Most advanced, gentle chiropractic technology
We open bright and early at 7:00am and stay as late as 6:00pm
Experience counts. Over 32 years and thousands of patients and over
500,000 patient adjustments. Why trust anyone else.

Longevity Is For Everyone. Be there healthy... Get adjusted.

281.328.5544

5211 FM 2100 Crosby TX, 77532 www.crosbychiropracticcenter.com

3.5 percent annual growth rate,
said Andres Alcantar, chair of Tex-
as Workforce Commission. “The
Texas economic engine is strong,
with every major industry posting
positive annual growth in July,”
Alcantar added.

Also, all of the major industries
in Texas expanded during July,
with professional and business ser-
vices adding 10,600 jobs in the
month.

RRC elects Craddick chair

Christi Craddick of Midland on
Aug. 12 was elected chair of the
three-member Texas Railroad
Commission, the state agency that
oversees the regulation of the oil
and gas industry. She succeeds fel-
low member Barry Smitherman at
the post.

TEXAS

With Russell A. Graves

The Swift Fox - Part 1

North of Dalhart there isn’t
much to stop the wind. A vast
prairie cleaves horizontally into
an even bigger sky. If you get
past the row crops and out to
the big ranch country, you'll find
a wild land thats remained vir-
tually unchanged. Short grass-
es carpet the prairie and yuccas
point their green barbed leaves
towards the heavens, waiting
for rain to fall. While rains do
fall intermittently, the band of
Texas landscape that runs
along the state’s long western
edge gets barely over a foot of
rain annually.

The semi arid country sits
below the foothills of the Rocky
Mountain range to the west.
Eons of sediment washed down
from mountains to create the
Great Plains and its the same
mountains that influence the
region’s weather. As clouds
gather over the mountains,
moisture is wrung from them.
The result is a north to south
running dry slot that encom-
passes about a quarter of the
Texas landscape.

This patch of semi-arid
ground is suited for many plant
and animal species that are
unique to this part of Texas. It’s
a place where the density of
people per square mile is scant
and trees are perhaps as rare.
Prairie dogs, while not as plen-
tiful as historical records indi-
cate, are still numerous. Their
incessant burrowing crates hab-
itat that supports numerous
other high plains species like
pronghorn antelope and a vari-
ety of reptiles and inverte-
brates. The prairie dogs
themselves are a meal for ani-
mals higher up on the food
chain.

As the sun rose across the
immense prairie, my pal Chad
and I were creeping through the
shortgrass along a ranch road
in his Ford F-250. Chad is an
outfitter and a couple of months
before to the opening day of the
pronghorn season, we were
scouting for big males in which

his clients would invariably
hunt.

From our vantage point,
emptiness was all around. East
to west there was prairie, an old
barbed wire fence immediately
outside the passenger side door,
the rutted ranch road in which
we parked, a prairie dog town,
and more undulating prairie as
far as we could see. Across the
prairie dog colony - perhaps 400
yards away - we watch a small
band of half dozen pronghorn
antelopes skirt the town’s mar-
gins.

As we glassed the antelope,
my binoculars began to wander
as I watched prairie dogs skit-
ter about the town. Running
from burrow to burrow they
weren’t as concerned with the
pronghorns as we were. It was
business as usually in dog town.
Except for one thing: about one
hundred yards from the truck I
saw what I thought were baby
coyotes.

“Look,” I told Chad. “Look at
those coyotes!”

From a personal standpoint,
I thought the find was signifi-
cant as I'd never seen as many
baby coyotes in one spot. When
I put the binoculars to my eyes,
I knew my snap identification
was wrong.

“Those are foxes,” I told
Chad. “Swift Foxes.” Until
1995, swift foxes were thought
to be all but extirpated in Tex-
as. Now, I am staring at five of
them who are staring right
back.

Camera on the window, I
snapped a few shots and then
did all I knew to do: I squeaked
at it like I was calling a dog.
When the sound traveled across
the town, a male, lying next to
the others stood up with his
ears perked.

I squeaked again and he ran
towards the truck. Bounding
across the prairie dog town, he
stopped short fifteen yards from
the truck. One of the rarest
mammals found in Texas is a
mere 45 feet away and posing
for my camera.

281-328-5869
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Change is in the air for Texans, UT,

and college football

“Change” is definitely the word in
these parts when it comes to the
2014 football season.

Houston Texans fans got the
change they asked for when long-
time head coach Gary Kubiak was
fired last December and replaced by
former Penn State, and Bill Belichick
acolyte, Bill O’'Brien in January.
University of Texas fans got the
change they clamored for when Mack
Brown stepped down after 16 years
leading the Longhorns and was
replaced by former Louisville head
football coach Charlie Strong.

And college football fans finally
got the change they had been asking
for when the highly unpopular Bowl
Championship Series (BCS) was
done away with and the College
Football Playoff was born. The new
system will pit the top four rated
teams chosen by a selection
committee made up of individuals
with coaching experience, student-
athletes, collegiate administrators
and current athletic directors. The
committee will choose the top four
teams for the playoff, rank them (1-4)
and assign them to the semifinal
games. The selection committee will
choose the four national semifinalists
based on strength of schedule, head-
to-head results, comparison of
results against common opponents
and other factors.

This year's semifinal games will
be held on Jan. 1 and will be the
Rose Bowl and Sugar Bowl. The No.
1 and No. 4 seed will meet in the
Rose Bowl, while the No. 2 and No. 3
seed will meet in the Sugar Bowl.
Each year, the national semifinals will
rotate among those two bowls and
the Fiesta, Orange, Cotton and
Peach bowls in coming years.

The inaugural national
championship game will be played on
Monday, Jan. 12 at AT&T Stadium
(formerly known as Jerry World).
Read on to see who yours truly thinks
will be the four teams to be this
year's semifinalists and the overall
national champion, along with a
number of other predictions.

While University of Texas fans
are hoping their team will be making
the trek to Arlington for the national
title game, they might be getting a bit
ahead of themselves. The ‘Horns still

have some holes in their team, but |
have a feeling UT fans will like what
they see from their new head coach.
The no-nonsense Strong laid down
the law right off the bat and
dismissed seven players from the
team during the spring and summer
for violating team rules. | have a
feeling Texas will be a more
disciplined team in 2014 and will be
much better on defense. The key to
how far they go will center on
quarterback David Ash, who missed
a majority of the 2013 season with a
concussion. He followed that injury
up by breaking his foot during spring
drills, but has been cleared for the
upcoming season. The 6-4 Ash has
talent and speed and if healthy would
be a huge plus for the UT offense,
which should field a strong running
game led by the powerful Malcolm
Brown and the speedy and elusive
Johnathan Gray, who is coming off an
Achilles injury but has also been
cleared to play this season.

Texas should be in the Big 12
mix, but it appears Oklahoma and
Baylor are the class of the league
heading into the season. Bob Stoops’
Sooners finished off the 2013 season
in impressive season by blasting
Alabama 45-31 in the Sugar Bowl.
The Sugar Bowl was a coming out
party for quarterback Trevor Knight
and he should be ready for a big
season in 2014. The offense is
loaded and so is the defense as nine
starters return this year.

Scoring won't be a problem for
Art Briles’ Baylor Bears, who won the
Big 12 last year and return a pretty
fair signal caller in Bryce Petty, who
set a school passing record last
season. He has plenty of weapons to
call on once again, but the big
question in Waco will be how much
improved will the Baylor defense be?
That unit was exposed in the Fiesta
Bowl by Central Florida and the
Bears will face much better offenses
than CFU with the likes of OU, Texas
Tech, Oklahoma State and Texas on
their schedule.

Not only will Baylor be looking to
win a second straight league title, but
they will also be opening a new
stadium, named after former Houston
Astros owner, and major Baylor
contributor Drayton McLane Jr.

KEEN
KORNER

By Mike Keeney

Please read below for how one
person thinks the major conferences
will shake out this year.

Turning our attention to the NFL,
fans of the Texans and Cowboys
could be in for another long year. The
Texans are starting over (once
again!) with a new head coach and
quarterback and sorry, but when a
team pins its hopes on a journeyman
to lead the way at quarterback, that's
not the best of news. Matt Schaub
wore out his welcome and was
traded to Oakland during the
offseason and the Texans signed
Ryan Fitzpatrick, a 10-year vet who
has made stops in St. Louis,
Cincinnati, Buffalo and Tennessee to
less than stellar reviews. The
Harvard grad has thrown 106
touchdowns during his career and 93
interceptions. If the Texans are going
to be a factor in the AFC South race,
Fitzpatrick is going to have to be a
good game manager and count on a
healthy Arian Foster to pick up the
slack in the running game. As of this
writing, Foster has missed most of
training camp for a second straight
year, this time dealing with a
hamstring injury. O’Brien will need a
healthy Foster and Andre Johnson to
take pressure off of Fitzpatrick. I'm
not holding my breath.

Defensively, the Texans should
be stout up front with J.J. Watt and
rookie Jadeveon Clowney bringing
the heat on opposing quarterbacks,
but the secondary is still questionable
and no amount of pressure can make
up for a lack of coverage on the back
end of a defense. It would also help
is linebacker Brian Cushing returns to
form after suffering another leg injury

LACHO AYALA MOTORS

THE PREOWNED SUPERSTORE

We Specialize in PreOwned Vehicles

TRUCKS ¢ CARS » SUV’s « VANS

GOOD CREDIT ¢ BAD CREDIT ¢ NO CREDIT -- WE CAN HELP!
DRIVE OUT IN ONE OF THESE OUTSTANDING VEHICLES:

last season.

The one thing going for the
Texans is they play in a weak
division. Indianapolis is definitely the
class of the division, but they will be
playing a more difficult schedule this
year than the Texans. The Colts also
have some questions in the offensive
line and defensively, they will be
without 2013 sack leader Robert
Mathis for the first four games of the
season because he violated the
league’s substance abuse policy.
Despite those shortcomings, the
Colts are still the class of the division,
but if Houston can take care of
business when they play Jacksonville
and Tennessee and split with the
Colts, they could be vying for a Wild
Card spot as the 2014 season winds
down.

Up north on I-45, the Dallas
Cowboys should have one of the
better offenses in the NFC, but the
defense was the worst in the NFL last
year and lost key players in
DeMarcus Ware and Jason Hatcher
in free agency. Tony Romo and his
offensive mates are going to have to
outscore folks to give the Cowboys a
chance to win, and with Romo
coming off back surgery, he could be
one hard hit away from going down
again this season. The Cowboys
have built one of the better offensive
lines in the league, so don't be
surprised if they run the ball a lot
more this year to take pressure off of
Romo and keep their defense on the
bench. DeMarco Murray had his
coming out party a year ago and
proved he can carry the running load
and head coach Jason Garrett has
also assembled quality depth at the

position to keep Murray fresh.

Like the Texans, the Cowboys
don't play in the toughest division,
but they do play in the toughest
conference. If they hope to earn a
playoff spot, they most likely will need
to win their division, because the
NFC West and South are loaded.
Should the Cowboys record another
8-8 or worse season, it might be time
for owner Jerry Jones to think about
making a change at head coach. We
shall see.

While questions abound with
both NFL teams in Texas, a new
season awaits, which is always
exciting. I'm looking forward to once
again put my picks out there for you
to view and to agree or disagree with,
and having said that, let’s take a look
at what one person thinks will
transpire in the college game and
NFL during the 2014 season.

COLLEGE PICKS

ACC

ATLANTIC DIVISION - Florida
State

COASTAL - Virginia Tech

ACC CHAMPION: Florida State -
Jimbo Fisher has resurrected the
Seminole program and has his team
poised to defend its national title.
Winning the conference is Step 1.

BIG 10

EAST - Ohio State

WEST - Wisconsin

BIG 10 CHAMPION: Ohio State -
Urban Meyer and Braxton Miller put
Buckeyes in position to play for all
the marbles by winning league title.

PAC 12

NORTH - Oregon

SOUTH - UCLA

PAC 12 CHAMPION: Oregon -
Quarterback Marcus Mariota
returned for a shot at playing for a
national title, and he and the Ducks
take a big step towards that by
winning a difficult conference.

SEC

EAST - South Carolina

WEST - Alabama

SEC CHAMPION: Alabama -
Nick Saban’s team doesn’t stay down
very long, even with a new

as 2014 season nears

quarterback under center, there’s
plenty of talent around to help ease
the transition.

BIG 12

CHAMPION: Oklahoma - Big
Game Bob knows the Sooner faithful
are growing impatient, but he’s got a
loaded team and gets the job done
this season.

NATIONAL SEMIFINALS

ROSE BOWL - Florida State
over Oregon - In a dual of
outstanding quarterbacks, Jameis
Winston out duels Mariota in what
should be a classic.

SUGAR BOWL - Alabama over
Oklahoma - In a rematch of last
year's Sugar Bowl, Saban gets
revenge, and the Crimson Tide play
for another national title.

NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP
GAME

Alabama over Florida State -
Like | said before, the Crimson Tide
don’t stay down very long. ‘Bama’s
defense and running game will be too
much for the Seminoles in this one.

NFL
AFC

AFC EAST - New England

AFC SOUTH - Indianapolis

AFC NORTH - Cincinnati

AFC WEST - Denver

WILD CARDS - Baltimore and
San Diego

AFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME:
Denver over Cincinnati - Peyton
Manning and an improved defense
win a second straight AFC title.

NFC

NFC EAST - Philadelphia

NFC SOUTH - New Orleans

NFC NORTH - Green Bay

NFC WEST - Seattle

WILD CARDS - San Francisco
and Chicago

NFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME -
Green Bay over San Francisco

SUPER BOWL - Denver over
Green Bay - Manning wins second
Lombardi to match little brother Eli
and rides off in the sunset.
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Football players receive
custom mouth guards

According to the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention, more than 2.6 mil-
lion children are treated in
emergency care centers for
sports and recreation related
injuries each year. A survey
taken by the American Asso-
ciation of Orthodontists found
that 67% of parents admitted
their children do not wear
mouth guards during orga-
nized sports. Furthermore,
most student athletes who do
wear mouth protection opt for
“boil and bite” mouth guards
from sporting goods stores,
which do not provide the pro-
tection that custom made
guards offer.

As a result, South Texas
Dental (STxD) teamed up with

L]

Ray Medellin, a senior Yellow Jacket, has an impression made of his

teeth - the first step in getting a custom made mouth guard for the

upcoming football season.

Dentists, football players, coaches and more came together to celebrate the free custom mouth guards
provided by South Texas Dental, Stern Empire Dental Laboratory, and the JC/GP Rotary.

the Galena Park/Jacinto City
Rotary Club and Stern Empire
Dental Laboratory (SEDL) to
help ensure Galena Park High
School football players do not
contribute to this disturbing
statistic.

On the morning of Satur-
day, August 16, a team of den-
tists from South Texas Dental

fitted 150 varsity and junior
varsity football players with
custom-made mouthpieces. In
addition to being more com-
fortable and allowing for bet-
ter breathing, the precise
nature of custom fit mouth
guards offers improved protec-
tion since they disperse the
force of impact more effective-

ly than store-bought types.
However, at approximately
$150, the cost of the custom
guards is prohibitive, which is
why South Texas Dental part-
nered with Stern Empire Den-
tal Laboratory.

In this multi step process,
STxD provided materials and

Diamond Jim... | went to Arkansas and found
some Quartz Crystals and wanted to know

Vickie,

Although the quartz crys-
tals may have been fun to lo-
cate, they are going to be
relatively worthless. If these
came from one of the “mining”
trips for tourists, then I will
tell you that normally the
“mines” are “salted”... mean-
ing that these stones have
been scattered around for you
to find... just for fun... and to
make your experience exhila-
rating! Geodes and beautiful
crystalline structures found
within are plentiful and many
are very beautiful... albeit,
relatively worthless. True
gemstones are rare... and gen-
erally valuable. Furthermore,
the real value is always add-
ed to the stone only after it has
been expertly cut to discover
the inherent beauty and color
of the stone. Cutting costs
money. If you cut worthless

how to clean them

| have some unusual ones. I'm going to bring some in to show
you. Vickie Schmittou

ASK DIAMOND JIM

stones, then you have lost
money. I might mention here
that these quartz crystals are
generally described as “unusu-
al” because nature finds it dif-
ficult to exactly reproduce
mineral crystals, basically be-
cause it is nearly impossible to
replicate the same concentra-
tion of elements in the same
mixture of elements, with the
same heat, pressure, and time
required to create the same
crystal. Therefore, they are all
different and “unusual”. Un-
usual does not make them
valuable except in the eyes of
the beholder. In addition,
quartz crystals are generally
very inexpensive, if not worth-
less. These include amethyst,
citrine, etc. However, higher
quality stones, such as ame-
thyst mined from a particular
swamp mine in Brazil can be
relatively expensive. I made

my wife a complete set of
stones from this particular
mine. And the color is incred-
ible! But you will never find
this quality lying on the
ground in Arkansas. So, gen-
erally speaking, although you
might like the stones and have
some sentimental attachment
to them, the chances are that
they are not worth anything,
and really not worth cutting.

The value is in the experience
you had.

That having been said...
we can certainly place the
stones in an ultrasonic clean-
er and steam for you. J See
you soon.

If you have questions per-
taining to jewelry, watches, di-
amonds, precious stones,
precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewel-
ry industry, email
Jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

dentists to create the molds of
the athletesi mouths. SEDL
will take the molds and create
cement casts on which the ac-
tual mouth guards will be cre-
ated. Sterilization, vacuum
sealing, mixing, trimming and
polishing are all part of the
process to create the best
mouth guards for the Yellow
Jackets. Of course, while foot-
ball injuries are often part of
the game, parents and coach-
es can rest a little easier know-
ing the athletes mouths are
better protected thanks to the
generosity of South Texas
Dental, Stern Empire Dental
Laboratory and the JC/GP
Rotary Club.

AUDITIONS,

Continued from page 3

in the community and enroll-
ment at San Jacinto College is
not required. Materials need
not be prepared in advance,
and anyone auditioning
should dress to move.

Fifty male and female ac-
tors, ages 10 and older are
needed. “Anyone interested in
acting, with little or no expe-
rience, or those who are sea-
soned professionals can
audition for the show,” com-
mented Dr. Jerry Ivins, Cen-

tral Campus theatre depart-
ment chair.

Rehearsals for the show be-
gin Monday, Sept. 8 and run
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday. The per-
formance opens on Oct. 15 and
runs through Oct. 19.

In “Little Shop of Horrors,”
depression is just status quo
for the residents of Skid Row,
until flower shop clerk Sey-
mour Krelborn discovers a
strange and unusual plant of
unknown origin. The show has
reportedly been “devouring
the hearts of theater-goers for
over 30 years,” and is one of
the longest running off-Broad-
way musicals ever.
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Advise

Don’t wait till it is too late
Don’t leave the burden to your family!

Melly Vela 832-649-8042
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we provide you with the necessary skills and
education needed to reach your next great
opportunity. Enroll by August 25™ at sanjac.edu.

I
TIMA'S RESALE SHOF

“ WE BUY ANYTHING OF VALUE
10407 MARKET STREET
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77029

Need a Car / Truck?

Low Down Payments

SAN ]ACINTD ’

COLLEGE

Your Fouts. Your College

Starting @ $700

ro Over 600 vehicles w/ 2 year / 30,000 warranty

Call Vanessa

281-946-1350
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Call 281-328-9605

Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 50,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!
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DRIVERS WANTED DRIVERS WANTED DRIVERS WANTED
DRIVERS: DRIVERS/OWNER DRIVERS: LOCAL

Excellent Benefits &
Bonus Program! Earn
$.48 - $.54 cpm. Haul
Flatbed loads for Trinity
Logistics Group. CDL-
A, 2 yrs exp. EOE/AA
800-533-7862 or

www.trinitytrucking.com

32-4

DRIVERS:

Dedicated Dry Vans.
Excellent Pay + Driver
Incentives. Great Miles
& Home Time. Full Ben-
efits Package. Newer
Trucks w/APU’s CDL-A,
2yrs EXp., 25yo0a.
855-764-8050.
322

DRIVERS-LOCAL
Home nightly! CDL-A.
Day Cab/Straigh Truck:
$0.63 per Hub Mile, $3
per all stop except ter-
minal. Min. guaranteed
$900/week for FT. Shift
times vary according to
need. Forklift certified.
Professional appear-
ance/customer service.
www.blackhawktransport.
com/careersapply.aspx.
Call Gil: (608)364-9719.
33-2

Ops! Local work! Home
Daily, Benefits! CDL-A,
1 yr. Exp, Great Driving
Record.
Sunsetlogistics.com
281-693-4587 or 888-
215-4285.

32-2

DRIVERS:

Co. O/Op Teams!
$2500 Sign On, $200k/
Team! Dedicated,
Drop&Hook, Run TX to
NC, Great Hometime.
CDL-A/Haz&Tanker, 2
yrs T/T exp, Good MVR.
Apply:
www.transwood.com Or
Call Sidney: 855-206-
6362.

33-1
]
MISC. FOR SALE
]

OUTBOARD
MOTOR,

8 HP YAMAHA, like
new, long shaft for sail-
boat, can be seen in
Clear Lake. $890 obo.
713-252-8000.

59-tfn

Runs, Home Daily! MIS-
SION PETROLEUM
CARRIERS Immediate
Fuel Division Openings.
Weekly Paycheck. Top
Industry Pay, Excellent
Benefits, Bonus &
MORE! Modern Fleet,
proven safety record.
CDL-A, X with T/T ex-
perience. Call Lucy to-
day!
832-615-0705

32-2

HELP WANTED

BARBER &
Cosmetologists needed
at Kat's Barber Shop.
281-426-4400.
Kat's is Back!!!

33-2

PIANO LESSONS

BEGINNER

through advanced.
Member of National
Federation of Music
Club and Texas Music
Teachers Association.
832-262-3743.

30-4

StarkxComrier

USPS 244-500

and the

Barbers Hill*Dayton PRESS
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LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Crosby Independent School District is accepting sealed bids for the following
categories:

Sheldon ISD Public Notification of Nondiscrimination in

Career and Technical Education Programs
Sheldon ISD offers career and technical education programs in Agriculture,
Food, and Natural Resources, Arts, A/V Technology, and Communication, Busi-
ness Management and Administration, Education and Training, Finance, Health
Science, Hospitality and Tourism, Human Services, Law, Public Safety, Cor-
rections, and Security, Manufacturing, Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics, Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics. Admission to these
programs is based in open enroliment. It is the policy of Sheldon ISD not to
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex or handicap in its
vocational programs, services or activities as required by Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of
1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. It is the
policy of Sheldon ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national

Bid # 14-003 Band Repair, Supplies & Sheet Music 10/8/14 @ 9:00 a.m.
Bid # 14-004 Custodial Supplies & Equipment 10/8/14 @ 10:00 a.m.
Bid # 14-005 General Office Supplies & Equipment 10/8/14 @ 11:00 a.m.
Bid # 14-006 Library Books & Media 10/8/14 @ 1:00 p.m.

Bid # 14-007 Maintenance Supplies & Equipment 10/8/14 @ 2:00 p.m.
Bid # 14-008 Transportation Supplies & Equipment 10/8/14 @ 3:00 p.m.
Bid # 14-009 Instructional Supplies & Equipment 10/9/14 @ 9:30 a.m.
Bid # 14-010 Technology Supplies & Equipment 10/9/14 @ 10:30 a.m.

All bids will be opened at the stated due date and time at the District’s Business
Office, located at 706 Runneburg Rd., Crosby, TX 77532. All bids should be
mailed/delivered to the same address and marked: Attention: Kari Kominek,

Purchasing Manager.

Specifications and quantities to be bid may be obtained from the Business
Office at the above address or by calling Kari Kominek at (281) 328-9200 x

1213 or by emailing her at kkominek @ crosbyisd.org

origin, sex, handicap, or age in its employment practices as required by Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended; and Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. Sheldon ISD will take
steps to assure that lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to
admission and participation in all educational and vocational programs. For

I I I information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact the Title IX
Coordinator, J.R. Webster, at 11411 C.E. King Parkway Houston, Texas 77044,
FOR SALE SERVIGES LEGAL NOTIGE 281-727-2000 and/or the Section 504 Coordinator, J.R. Webster, 11411 C.E.

King Parkway, H n, Texas 77044, 281-727-2000.

TSAEBY Experienced THE CITY OF g Parkway, Houston, Texas 77044, 28 000
Owiner 2 acres comer ppopideo v(?/ﬁ_ILEgéA: OABl)(- Sheldon ISD Notificacion Publica de No Discriminacién en
lot. 7816 Thompson Rd. Specijizgs in ING A PUBLIC Programas Vocacionales (Career and Technical Education

$47,000 OBO. High- Weddings, HEARING ON Programs)

lands, Tx. Corner of Th- Birthdays, SEPTEMBER 2 Sheldon ISD ofrece programas vocacionales en Agricultura, Alimentacion, y
ompson & Canal St. Has Conferences. 2014 AT 5:00 ’ Recursos Naturales, Arte, Tecnologia A/V y Comunicacién, Administracion de
water, gas, electric, sew- Call Ari @ P M. IN THE Empresas, Educacion y Entrenamiento, Finanzas, Ciencias de la Salud, Hos-
er hook up. Call, leave 832-630-4487 COUNCIL pitalidad y Turismo, Servicios Humanos, Leyes, Seguridad Pdblica, Correc-
message 281-426-3912. CHAMBERS OF cionales y Seguridad, Manufactura, Ciencias, Tecnologia, Ingenieria y
321 CITY HALL Matematicas, Transporte, Distribucion y Logistica. La admision a estos pro-
g gramas se basa en inscripcion abierta. Es norma de Sheldon ISD no discrim-
2000 CLINTON inar por motives de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo o impedimento, en sus
f book m/ DRIVE, GALENA programas, servicios o actividades vocacionales, tal como lo requieren el Titulo
WWWo aCC oCO PARK, TEXAS, VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, seguin enmienda; el Titulo IX de las
77547 CON- Enmiendas en la Educacion, de 1972, y la Seccién 504 de la Ley de Rehabil-
NorthChannelstar CERNING THE itacion de 1973, segtn enmienda. Es norma de Sheldon ISD no discriminar
2014-2015 CITY por motives de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, en
BUDGET. ALL sus procedimientos de empleo, tal como lo requieren el Titulo VI de la Ley de
Visi it CITIZENS ARE Derechos Civiles de 1964, seglin enmienda; el Titulo IX de las Enmiendas en
Eacehook INVITED TO la Educacién, de 1972, la ley de Discriminacion por Edad, de 1975, segin
ATTEND. enmienda, y la Seccién 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitacién de 1973, segun en-

Calcet® is designed to help
stop low calcium leg cramps.
Just ask your pharmacist.

mienda. Sheldon ISD tomara las medidas necesarias para asegurar que la
falta de habilidad en el uso del ingles no sea un obstéculo para la admision y
participacion en todos los programas educativos y vocacionales. Para infor-
macion sobre sus derechos o procedimientos para quejas, comuniquese con
el Coordinador del Titulo 1X, J.R. Webster en 11411 C.E. King Parkway Hous-
ton, Texas 77044, 281-727-2000 y/o el Coordinador de la Seccion 504, J.R.
Webster en 11411 C.E. King Parkway Houston, Texas 77044, 281-727-2000.

The Highlands Star Founded 1955
The Crosby Courier Founded 1958
Consolidated with the Star 1961
SERVING HIGHLANDS, CROSBY, HUFFMAN

AND NORTHEAST HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS ‘ 1 J
-|I 2
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5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057. Opinions in this paper are those of the authors, and not
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Maximum strength
analgesic creme for
temporary relief from:

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In-county, $25.00 per year. Out of county, $35.00 per Year. POSTMASTER:
= Jaint and Muscle

Send address changes to Star-Courier, P. O. Box 405, Highlands, TX 77562

News and Ad Phones....281-328-9605 SN ess
FAX Line....713-977-1188 = Arthritis
email: grafikstar@aol.com  Back aches
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DRIVERE SHORT HAUL and regional trac
TexSCAN Week of torfraller jobs: start nowl Top pay. pald hall-

days, paid vacations, guaranteed hometime J0-7O ACRES. Southern Val Verde County

and great benefits. COL-A. 1-877-261-2101 Huntingfrecreational property. Good cover,
wera sehillicom deer, lurkey, javelina, quall. Mear Lake
» — - &mistad. Starting at 516882/down, 32BE/
OWHN YOUR OWN Medical alart company. PAID CDL Tr.1||-|||-|5| Mo BEpRrignce month, 9%, ED'}'EH:E. 1-800-87 6-9720

Be the first and onby distribwtor in your areal needed. Stevens Transport will sponsaor
Unilimited 5 return. Small iInvestment required. the cost of your CDL training. Eam up
Call tol free, 1-844. 2351200 to 540K first year and 370K third year, TEXAS HILL COUNTRY. Reduced for
Excellent benefits, 1-888-726-4130, www, uick sale. Private wooded homesite
bacoraadrives cam. EOE 515 200 18-hale glﬁ”ﬂ'ﬂul‘%&. lake, rasart

— siyle pool, new clubhouse. Finaneing
PARTHERS IN EXCELLENCE OTRE driv avallable. 1-B77-B86-TE5TH
ars, APl equipped, pre-pass, EZ-pass
. ; 3 LODKING TO SALE land? Eeack
R B i i equip- Z=million readers for nn: | riti 'm'-"'::;
ment. 100% MO touch. Butler Transport * P F

1-800-528-7825; www_butlertransport.com |¢*as Statewide Adverlising Metwork
Conktact this newspapar or call 1-B00-748-
DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED! Become a 4785 for more detail .

driver for Stevens Transport] No expenence
Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

neaded| Mew drivers sam 5800+ per weekl
Statewide Ad.............

Paid CDL fraining| Stevens covers all costsl
290 Newspapers, 871,154 Circulation

1-868-861-1323; drivedstevens.com
North Region Only.....5260

93 Mewspapers, X7 505 Circulation

South Region Only ....5260

9 Mewspapers, 366,627 Circulation

West Region Only ......5260

98 Newspapers, 105,050 Circulation

August 17, 2014
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

www oranchenterprisesiid.com

DRIVERS

$2000 BONUS! Ol field drivers. High
hourly and avertime. Class A-COLTankear.
1-year driving experience. Home 1 weak
manthly. Pald travel, lodging. Relocation
MOT necessary. 1-B00-588-2669, www
ttransporis.com

AVERITT EXPRESE Mew Pay Increasa
For Regional Drivers! 40¢ o 48¢ CPM
+ Fuel Bonus! Alse, Post-Training Pay
Increase for Students! {Depending on
Damicile) Gel Home EVERY Weak +
Excellent Benefits. CDL-A required
1-BE8.602- 7440 Apply @ Averiilareers
com EQE - Females, minorities, protected
veterans, and individuals with disabilities ;" .0 aroaram oifared by TENREEes

are sncouraged to AppY College of Applied Technology Eliza-
DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED now! Learn bethon. Defails; www tcatalizabethton,
to drive for Werner Enterprises. Earn 5800 adu; 1-888-988-2368 or e-mail patricia.
perweek Mo experience needed, Gel your reark@tcatelizabethton adu

CDL and pre-hire now. 1-888-734-6710 CAN ¥OU DIG IT? Heavy equiprent opara-
DRIVERS: OWNER OPERATORS and tor training! 3 week hands-on program. Bull-
experienced OTR drivers needed Tor dozers, backhoes, excavators. Lifelime job
expanding fleat. Call USA Truck today. placement assistance with national certifica-
1-B66-545-0078 ticns. WA bensfits eligiblel 1-856- 362-6457

SCHOOLTRAINING

BECOME DIETARY Manager {(average
annual salary $45,423) in eight moenths

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN,

I I $
LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
Crosby should be directed to Croshy
Independent Fred Fargo at 713-455- Independent
School District 0246. Any legal ques- School District
Invitation for Bids ~ fions should be directed Invitation for Bids

Sale of 23.918 loMaureen Shgletona! sale of 2.4 Acres of
Acres of Land ' Land
The Crosby Indepen- The Crosby Indepen-
dent School District Crosby dent School Djs}rict
(CISD) is soliciting Independent (CISD) is sol|c.|t|ng
sealed bids from inter- sealed bids from inter-

ested parties for the
sale of a tract of land
containing  23.918
acres, such property
being described as
Block 1, Restricted Re-
serve B of Newport El-
ementary, an addition in
Harris County, Texas,
according to the map or
plat thereof recorded
under Film Code
526050 of the Map
Records of Harris
County, Texas SAVE
AND EXCEPT land
dedicated to public for
cut back corner as
shown on the plat. The
property is located at
the southwest corner of
the intersection of North
Diamondhead Boule-
vard and FM 2100
(Crosby-Huffman Road)
in Crosby, Texas. The
bid documents may be
picked up weekdays
between 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. beginning July 10,
2014 at the CISD Su-
perintendent’s office at
706 Runneburg Road,
Crosby, Texas 77532.
Interested parties also
may contact Fred Far-
go at 713-455-0246 to
obtain a copy of the bid
package.

All bids should be com-
pleted in accordance
with the bid instructions,
sealed and returned to
the Superintendent’s of-
fice on or before 5:00
p.m. (local time) on Au-
gust 18, 2014 and will
be publicly opened and
read aloud at that time.
CISD reserves the right
to reject any or all bids
for the above-described
property. Any questions
about the property

School District
Invitation for Bids
Sale of 115 Acres

of Land

The Crosby Indepen-
dent School District
(CISD) is soliciting
sealed bids from inter-
ested parties for the
sale of a tract of land
containing approxi-
mately 115 acres of land
in the Thomas Toby
Survey, A-784, located
on the south side of
Kennings Road in Cros-
by, Harris County, Tex-
as and adjacent to and
north of the Barrett Pri-
mary CISD. The bid
documents may be
picked up weekdays be-
tween 8 a.m.and 4 p.m.
beginning July 10,2014
atthe CISD Superinten-
dent’s Office at 706
Runneburg Road, Cros-
by, Texas 77532. Inter-
ested parties also may
contact Fred Fargo at
713-455-0246 to obtain
a copy of the bid pack-
age.

All bids should be com-
pleted in accordance
with the bid instructions,
sealed and returned to
the Superintendent’s
Office on or before 5:00
p.m. (local time) on Au-
gust 18, 2014 and will
be publicly opened and
read aloud at that time.
CISD reserves the right
to reject any or all bids
for the above-described
property. Any questions
about the property
should be directed to
Fred Fargo at 713-455-
0246. Any legal ques-
tions should be directed
to Maureen Singleton at
713-554-6750.

ested parties for the
sale of a tract of land
containing 2.4 acres out
of the Restricted Re-
serve “A”, in Block 1 of
Newport Elementary, an
addition in Harris Coun-
ty, Texas according to
the plat recorded under
Film Code No. 526050
of the Map Records of
Harris County, Texas
such property being lo-
cated at the northwest
corner of N. Diamond-
head Boulevard and FM
2100 (Crosby-Huffman
Road) in Crosby, Harris
County, Texas. The bid
documents may be
picked up weekdays be-
tween 8 a.m.and 4 p.m.
beginning July 10,2014
atthe CISD Superinten-
dent’s office at 706 Run-
neburg Road, Crosby,
Texas 77532. Interest-
ed parties also may
contact Fred Fargo at
713-455-0246 to obtain
a copy of the bid pack-
age.

All bids should be com-
pleted in accordance
with the bid instructions,
sealed and returned to
the Superintendent’s of-
fice on or before 5:00
p.m. (local time) on Au-
gust 18, 2014 and will
be publicly opened and
read aloud at that time.
CISD reserves the right
to reject any or all bids
for the above-described
property. Any questions
about the property
should be directed to
Fred Fargo at 713-455-
0246. Any legal ques-
tions should be directed
to Maureen Singleton at
713-554-6750.

Call GRAFIKSHOP for printing jobs
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HAZARDOUS PROBLEM,

Trucks coming out the parking lot often need two lanes to exit parking
lot blocking residents acces to street when light is on green.
Submitted photo.

20 feet of back yards with their
motors running all night. This
cannot be helpful to these
working people trying to get a
good night’s sleep, I do not be-
lieve that any air, noise pollu-
tion or flooding study was
performed before the city ap-
proved this construction.

The most hazardous prob-
lem is going to be with traffic
safety. Dorwayne is the only
Houston entrance and exit for
our neighborhood. It is the
only entrance for residents,
visitors, school buses, ambu-
lances and fire trucks. Feder-
al road has become the main
entrance to GreensPort and a
area already over congested
with truck traffic. The traffic
light at Federal and Dorwayne
is set for truck traffic. There
is only time for a few cars to
exit onto Federal when the
light turns green. When there
is an 18 wheel truck trying to
exit it is the only vehicle able
to make it on green. During
the school year cars are backed
up for 2 blocks trying to exit
onto Federal. Often when ex-
iting vehicles have a green
light they still cannot exit due
to 18 wheel trucks blocking
the intersection and in a hur-
ry to get to Greensport. Exit-
ing vehicles have to be very
careful exiting because it is
frequent that 18 wheel trucks
run the red light. One elderly
lady told me that it took 25
minutes for her and her
daughter to get onto Federal
Road while trying to make a
doctor’s appointment.

Stripe designed their truck
stop to use the residential
street Dorwayne as their main
truck entrance instead of Fed-
eral Road which is a commer-
cial route. The Mayor of
Houston places the blame for
this on City Engineer Richard
Smith (832-394-9137). I have
contacted Mr. Smith multiple
time and left a call back num-
ber. He refuses to call me back
and discuss the situation. She
also told me that the Assistant

City Safety director would
look into the problem. I asked
him to contact me before fil-
ing his report but he also
failed to contact me.

It is getting apparent that
the City of Houston has made
a blunder in allowing a truck
stop to be built in this neigh-
borhood. Everyone is passing
the buck and no one wants to
take the responsibility for this
project. They also will not do
anything to correct the prob-
lem for fear of legal repercus-
sions from Stripe.

Sincerely,

Natahel

AARP President Chapter 1160

Former USAF pilot, Captain
and Vietnam Veteran

Aerospace Engineer and Tex-
as A&M graduate

32 degree and Scottish Rite
Mason

Former GPHS Band Booster
President

Former Jacicto City Little
League Vice-President

Profile: TAGGY HALL

Continued from Page 1
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THE COMPETITORS for the TexanPlus Championship.

the age of 50, but most of the
attendees are in their 80s, and
very active. The class meets four
times a week and Taggy attends
and leads every one — which
adds up to more than 250 hours
volunteered, just with the aer-
obics class. In addition to her
work with the aerobics class,
she also keeps the group active
with the Senior Olympics and
even competitive line dancing.

According to the National
Center on Aging, older adults
who participate in senior cen-
ter programs can improve over-
all well-being, and Taggy is
certainly doing that. She works
with organizations like the Ga-
lena Manor Civic Club, and
with Harris County’s second
precinct community outreach
program, Precinct2gether,
which offers opportunities to
everyone in the area, of all ages.

Taggy’s philanthropic work
doesn’t just impact seniors, but
touches the community’s youth
as well. In her eyes, creating
more interaction between chil-
dren and seniors in Galena
Park creates a stronger commu-
nity.
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“Our youth can learn a lot
from the seniors. They go to se-
niors for advice when they need
it,” said Taggy. “And the youth
are very helpful to our seniors
as well, doing little things
around the house for them. It’s
a good combination.”

Even at 76, Taggy shows no
signs of slowing down. She’s
working with Precinct2gether
to get more equipment for the
local community center, which
would include fitness equip-
ment for the seniors, and fund
other programming that creates
senior fellowship and a tight-
knit community. Her inspira-
tion is undoubtedly her mother,
who worked with children in the
community until her passing.

“I emulate my mother. I saw
her do these things, as well as
others within the community,”
she said. “And I thought I'd like
to lead a life filled with service
one day if I had a chance. And I
have that chance now.”

TOWN HALL

Continued from Page 1

this service implemented yet
by the VA.

When Green turned to na-
tional and world events, he
was questioned from a Lyndon
LaRouche follower, asking if
Obama needs to seek Congres-
sional approval prior to engag-
ing in fighting in the Middle
East. Green said that this has
already happened, by confer-
ring with Congressional lead-
ers in the last few days.

When questioned about re-
ducing air pollution and envi-
ronmental toxins in our
environment, he carefully
pointed out that improvement
had been accomplished by in-
dustry, and a “balance” was

%@ PineforestJewelry.com

1141 Uvalde * Houston, Texas TTE
713.451.1324 The

necessary between a clean en-
vironment and maintaining a
strong employment situation.

He suggested that the cur-
rent air pollution problem was
primarily exhaust from heavy
diesel trucks, on the East Loop
and Clinton Drive, and that
this needed dealt with. He not-
ed that in 2005 he helped get
an allocation for $15 million to
rebuild Cllinton Drive, but the
City of Houston had diverted
the money to other purposes.

As for Cancer rates in Ga-
lena Park, he said that zip
code studies by the state have
not shown any more cancer in
this area than other parts of
Harris County away from the
refineries.
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