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COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Annual Immunization Day
readies hundreds of families

Competing Opinions stir up Waste Pits
Corps of Engineers report vs Area residents is not settled

See Waste Pits, page 8
237 PAGE ARMY COE REPORT leaves parties

arguing over what it concludes.

By GILBERT HOFFMAN

The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s Dallas office released an anticipated
study last week of the Alternatives to deal
with the Toxic Waste Pits in the San Ja-
cinto River.

The study report is a 237 page volume,
authored by Army Corps of Engineers
from their Engineer Research and Devel-
opment Center in Vicksburg, MS. The
work method outlined in the report sets
out to resolve 19 “tasks” which deal with
methods of remediating the Waste Pit tox-
ins. The study investigates the previous-
ly delineated Alternatives, known as 1N
through 6N, covering no further action,
or various cap-in-place solutions, or par-
tial or total removal from the site. It also
adds a 6N*, an enhanced removal plan.

The advocacy group known as San Ja-
cinto Citizens Against Pollution, with a

website KEEPITCAPPED.ORG, claim
that the the report justifies their position
to leave the wastes where they are in the
river, without removal. Their attorney, Th-
omas Knickerboker, categorically cites
various sections of the report that say cap-
ping the site is the safest and most effec-
tive option. They also say the report points
out that “Dig-and-Haul” poses risks, and
that toxic chemicals could leak or be dis-
persed in the removal process. In the 19
tasks presented in the report, these state-
ments are made. But the complete remov-
al is also recommended as an alternative,
if done correctly as outlined in the descrip-
tion.

Therefore by discussing pros and cons
of all seven Alternatives, it gives each con-
testing party opinions and facts to sup-
port their position.

Deputies arrest three, seize weapons
and drugs in East Houston

The Channelview Fal-
cons advanced to the play-
offs for the first time in 23
years last season behind a
veteran high-powered of-
fense. With a new quarter-
back and a new group of
receivers this year, Head
Coach Averion Hurts be-
lieves his skill position
players must mature
quickly for the team to
make a return to the post-
season.

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL:
Channelview looks to build on last year’s success

“We are going to be
young at some key posi-
tions,” he said. “I am hop-
ing that the talent of this
group comes to the fore-
front early and helps us to
build momentum toward
another successful sea-
son.”

Channelview lost 27 let-
termen from its 7-3 team
that faced Manvel in the
bi-district round in 2015.
The offensive spark this

year will be provided by
Second Team All-District
running back Demontre
Tuggle, who rushed for
1,177 yards and 13 touch-
downs last season. He av-
eraged 7.5 yards a carry.

“Demontre has done an
outstanding job for us the
past two years,” Hurts
said. “We will be relying
heavily on him and he is
definitely going to provide
leadership for us.”

Junior Gerald Gardner
now assumes the quarter-
back duties for the Falcons.
Hurts is impressed by his
work ethic and abilities.

“He has good size and
has a very poised demean-
or and a great arm,” he
said. “I expect him to do
great things for us. He’s a
very talented kid.”

While the running game
will assume more of the
spotlight than in the past,

the Falcons are working
several players through
the rotation at the receiv-
er spots to determine who
will be a perfect fit for the
offense.

“We have some guys
that have play-making
ability, but are inexperi-
enced at the varsity level,”
Hurts said. “We really need

Active military,
first responders
to be honored at
special halftime
ceremony

The Channelview Inde-
pendent School District will
honor the services of area
veterans, active military and
first responders in a special
halftime ceremony during
the Channelview vs. Aldine
Davis football game at 7
p.m., Friday, September 9 at
Ray Maddry Memorial Stadi-
um.

At the celebration, the
honorees will receive free
admission into the football
game. Veterans, active mili-
tary personnel and first re-
sponders attending the
game wi l l  be escorted
through a designated en-
trance as members of the
Alice Johnson Junior High
and Aguirre Junior High
Leadership Officer Training
Corps (LOTC) will greet the
special guests.

The area agencies to be
honored as first responders
include Harris County Pre-
cinct 3 Constables Office,
the Harris County Sherriff’s
Department, Channelview
EMS and Fire Department,
Cloverleaf Fire Department
and EMS, North Channel
EMS, Sheldon Community
Fire and Rescue, South Lake
Houston EMS, Precinct 2
Constables Office and the
LyondellBasell Emergency
Response Team.

For more information
about the event, call the
Channelview ISD Public Re-
lations Office at 281-452-
8080.

Two weeks after they led Channelview ISD employees into the beat of a new school year
at the District Convocation, The Drum Cafe made a return trip to the district for a special
assembly at Crenshaw Elementary School. The group led students and teachers in a variety
of rhythmic drum routines, while also sharing inspiring, fun and motivational messages.

Harris County Sheriff
Office Investigators arrest-
ed 3 people and seized sev-
eral weapons and drugs.

According to reports, on
Wednesday, August 24,
2016, Harris County Sher-
iff's Narcotics Investigators
raided three homes in the
East area of Harris County
during a narcotics investiga-
tion. These raids were based
on a three month investiga-
tion, which included under-
cover officers purchasing

large amounts of powder co-
caine from two drug dealers
who were also associated
with the criminal street
gang, Barrio Denver Harbor
bloods.

Deputies served search
warrants at homes located
at the 7200 block of Waxah-
achie Street, 7400 block of
Tremper Street and 14600
block of Crosshaven Street.

See  Weapons & Drugs,
page 3Jason Rivera Angelica Mata Denica Chabolla

See  Channelview
Falcons, page 3

HOUSTON – Congress-
man Gene Green hosted his
21st Annual Immunization
Day on August 20, 2016 at
North Shore High School
just as students and their
families prepared to return

Rep. Gene Green, middle, with partners during the 21 st. Annual Immunization Day at
Galena Park ISD’s North Shore High School on Saturday, August 20, 2016.

to school. This year, Con-
gressman Green and com-
munity partners served
more than 2,500 partici-
pants, and administered
more than 1,800 vaccines to
school-aged children with-

out health insurance cover-
age.

 “Vaccines are among the
most successful and cost-ef-

See Immunization Day,
page 3
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Area teen honored with
4-H Gold Star Award

Harris County 4-H on
Thursday August 11 hon-
ored area youth and lead-
ers at their yearly Awards
program.

Madison Nash of Cros-
by 4-H Club was one of
three Harris County
youths who where award-
ed with the Gold Star
Award.  This is the high-
est county achievement
award and will be award-
ed only once in a member’s
4-H career.  This award is
presented to  the most de-
serving young person.  The
member must be at least
fifteen at the time of appli-
cation and must have com-
pleted at least three years
in 4-H, including the cur-
rent year. Also has submit-
ted appropriate record
forms and have participat-
ed in one or more activities
Leadership, Citizenship,
Projects Exhibits, or Pub-
lic Relations.

Madison has served as
an officer in her club for
four years. She has worked
with her club and county
with citizenship projects.
Animals are her love and
she has shown both steers
and heifers at Crosby Fair
along with prospect shows
across Texas.  Madison has
taken her heifers to major
shows throughout Texas
and to Jr. Nationals for
Main Anjou, Chinana and

ORB in Springfield, Illi-
nois in 2015 and this June
to Grand Island, Nebraska.
Beside her main love of
cattle Madison also show’s
swine & turkeys at Crosby
and has shown lambs and
goats.

When asked how she
felt about winning Gold

Star she smiled and stat-
ed I am following in my
Dads footsteps. He was
awarded the Gold Star in
1987 and my sister
Meagan in 2014.

Madison is the daughter
of Billy and Shannon and
the sister to Meagan and
Trey Nash.

Madison Nash of Crosby 4-H Club was awarded with the Gold
Star Award.

The Crosby Historical
Society held a meeting Sat-
urday, August 28, 2016, at
the  Crosby  Bre thren
Church. The meeting fo-
cused on the history of  gro-
cery stores in Crosby and
Barrett Station before the
1980s.

Guest speakers were
Jimmy Petrick, represent-
ing Jay's Super Market
(presently Arlan's on Hare
Road); Hugh Lee Baker
representing Baker's Su-
per Market (presently Ace
Hardware); and DeeAnn
Denson Rook representing
her grandfather who had
the Crosby Mercantile for-
merly at the northwest cor-
ner of Crosby Dayton Road
and Runneburg Road.

It was noted that a spe-
cial guest was present at
the meeting, who is our
oldest citizen in Crosby,
Mrs. Pearlie Martin, hav-
ing just celebrated her
104th birthday.

The next meeting will be
held in January.

Crosby Historical Society:

Grocery stores before 1980

 Speakers at Crosby Historical Society meeting include Jimmy Petrick, left; Phillip Baker, middle,
and Hugh Lee Baker.

Mrs. Pearlie Martin and little Miss Emma Duda, the oldest
attendant with the youngest attendant.

www.facebook.com/
StarCourier

Blue Jean Ball outside gala

Steak dinner, family and friends made a pleasant event on Aug. 26.
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North Channel Area Chamber of
Commerce monthly luncheon

Friday, September 2, 2016 at 11:30 am at San Jacinto
College North, 5800 Uvalde Rd., 77049 (inside the Monu-
ment Room of the Slovacek Student Center) with Guest
Speaker Leslie Herbst, Port of Houston Authority Commu-
nity Relations Manager. She will be talking about State of
the Part, Port overview and impact of Panama Canal.

The Buckshot Jamboree
   Enjoy Classic Country music every Saturday night from 7 pm - 10
pm with The Buckshot Jamboree at 7414 Hartman near Old
Beaumont Highway. More info,  call 281-458-0729 or 832-444-
5000.

Galena Park Senior Dance
   Senior Dance is every Monday at the Alvin D. Building, 1302
Keene St., Galena Park. 7 pm - 9 pm. No cover charge. Live band
Country music. Call for more information: 713-455-7335.

North Shore Senior Dance
   North Shore Seniors holds a dance every Thursday from 1 - 4
pm at the Grayson/Baldree Building, Corpus Christi street. Live
bands and refreshments. Cost is $ 5/per person. For more
information call 713-455-3660.

San Jacinto Pilot Club meeting
The Club meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at the Mr. Gatti’s
on Uvalde at noon.

Jacinto City Library programs
-Thursday, Sep. 1, JC Teen Advisory Group Meeting, 6:15 pm.
-Friday, Sep. 2, Clased de Inglés Usando Mango, 1 pm.
-Saturday, Sep. 3, Family Movie Theater, 12:30 pm.
-Monday, Sep. 5, CLOSED FOR LABOR DAY.
-Tuesday, Sep. 6, Toodler Time, 10:30 am; Children’s Storytime,
11:30 am.
-Wednesday, Sep. 7, ESL Classes (Clase de Inglés), 12:30 pm.
   NOTE: Will be suspending COMPUTER CLASSES at this location
until further notice. There are free computer classes at the Galena
Park Library, 713-450-0982 and North Channel Library, 281-457-
1631.
   Jacinto City Branch Library, 921 Akron, Jacinto City, TX. 77029.
For more information on other programs, call 713-673-3237.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Galena Park Library Programs
-Thur., Sep. 1, Kid’s Creations, 4 pm.
-Mon., Sep. 5, LIBRAY CLOSED FOR LABOR DAY.
-Wed., Sep. 7, Toodler Time, 10:30 am; Story Time, 11:30 am.
-Thur., Sep. 8, Kid’s Creations (Kick Off to Football Season), 4 pm.
ADULT PROGRAMS:
-Sat., Sep. 3, Golden Classics Movies, 10 am.
-Wed., Sep. 7, Microsoft Word Básico I, 10:15 am; Microsoft Basics
I, 1 pm; Get Active/Activate, 4 pm.
   All chidlren programs require tickets. Tickets are free and
available the Moday before the program at the front desk.
Galena Park Branch Library, 1500 Keene St., Galena Park, TX. For
information on other programs, please call 713-450-0982.

BAYTOWN, Texas – San
Jacinto College process
technology student Victa-
via Owens said she’s aware
of the need for more wom-
en in process technology,
and with the help of a
scholarship from Exxon-
Mobil she’s well on her way
to help meet that need.

“Working in process
technology provides great
opportunity for women,”
said Owens, who previous-
ly attended college and is
coming back for a career
change. “You can really
move up in this field.”

Thanks to ExxonMobil,
$45,000 in scholarships
were recently presented to
34 selected students from
across the nine communi-
ty colleges that make up
the Texas Gulf Coast Con-
sortium of Community
Colleges and the Commu-
nity College Petrochemical
Initiative (CCPI), now in
its fourth year. With the
Gulf Coast area petro-
chemical industry needing
more than 50,000 new
workers within the decade,
CCPI has spread the word
across the region that typ-
ical salaries in this ex-
panding industry average
nearly $100,000 and oppor-
tunities are available with
those who possess the nec-
essary skills.

“I started taking dual
credit courses in process
technology during my jun-
ior year of high school, and
that’s what really inspired
me to continue studies in
this program at Brazosport
College,” said scholarship
recipient Patrick Haynes.
“I love learning about the
different processes, and I
really love the pay. I heard
it’s really good.”

ExxonMobil Chemical
Company Senior Vice Pres-
ident Matt Aguiar congrat-
ulated the students and
spoke to why ExxonMobil

PASADENA, Texas – The
San Jacinto College theatre
and film department will
hold open auditions for “Just
Add Zombies,” a comedy
that incorporates elements
of the classic tale of Romeo
and Juliet.

Auditions will be held on
Saturday, Sept. 10, and Sun-
day, Sept. 11 at 6 p.m. on
both dates at the Jerry Pow-
ell Arena Theatre (Building
13) located on theCentral
Campus at 8060 Spencer
Highway in Pasadena. Au-
ditions for the show are
open to anyone in the com-
munity and enrollment at
the College is not required.
The cast is suitable for mid-
dle school and older and will
include at least three males,
nine females, eight any gen-
der, with 12 to 40 perform-
ers possible, depending on
turnout at auditions. People
who audition need not pre-
pare anything and should
be dressed to move.

In the show, the parents
of a high school drama

College sets open auditions
for ‘Just Add Zombies’

troupe pretend to be dead to
avoid their kids’ shows and
their faculty sponsor flees
with specific instructions,
“Don't try to find me.” In a
last-ditch effort to save their
star-crossed production of
Romeo and Juliet and in-
deed their program, the des-
perate thespians roll the
dice and gamble that a zom-
bie cast member or two will
put people in the seats. But
will their hungry new actors
forever change the meaning
of “live theatre?”

“Just Add Zombies”
opens at the Powell Arena
Theatre on Oct. 19 and will
run through Oct. 21, with an
11:59 p.m. performance on
Oct. 31. General admission
is $10 per person at the door,
with a discount price of $8
per person for all who pur-
chase tickets by Oct. 18. The
box office phone number is
281-476-1828.

To find out more about
theatre degrees and cours-
es at San Jacinto College,
visitsanjac.edu/career/the-
atre-film.

ExxonMobil awards scholarships to
students pursuing petrochem careers

PHOTO BY JEANNIE PENG MANSYUR/SAN JACINTO COLLEGE.
(left to right) Dr. Allatia Harris, San Jacinto College vice chancellor, strategic initiatives;
Veronica Cortes, CCPI scholarship recipient and San Jacinto College process technology
student; Woody Paul, plant manager for Baytown Olefins Plant; Victavia Owens, CCPI
scholarship recipient and San Jacinto College process technology student; Jose Arias,
CCPI scholarship recipient and San Jacinto College process technology student; and Martin
Crichlow, San Jacinto College recruiter. Not pictured: Nghi Nguyen, CCPI scholarship
recipient and San Jacinto College engineering student; and Robert Aquilera, CCPI scholarship
recipient and San Jacinto College instrumentation student.

Deputies seized 22 weapons,
3 vehicles and over 10 kilos
of cocaine, which has an es-
timated street value of over
1 million dollars.

In addition, three per-
sons were arrested. Jason
Rivera, 37, and Angelica
Mata, 29, were charged with
"Delivery of a Controlled
Substance" and "Possession
of a Controlled Substance
with Intent to Deliver." Den-
ica Chabolla, 41, was

Weapons &  Drugs,
  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

continues to invest in the
program.

“We continue to see
great progress as these col-
leges educate, train and
develop candidates to fill
the increasing number of
jobs in the petrochemical
industry,” Aguiar said. “Be-
cause of the ongoing suc-
cess, I’m proud to
announce that ExxonMobil
is providing another
$300,000 for this impor-
tant training program.”

ExxonMobil has con-
tributed more than $1.8
million toward training
skilled new workers. This
is the third consecutive

year that the initiative and
ExxonMobil have brought
together new recipients to
present scholarships and
encourage them in their
educational pursuits.

The following are the
2016 CCPI scholarship re-
cipients of ExxonMobil
scholarships:
* Alvin Community College:
Jaecen Foytik, Andrew Flores,
Mandi McLemore, Clarence
Johnson
* Brazosport College: Rigoberto
Cardenas, Patrick Haynes, Zack-
ary Nieto, Yolanda Richo, Hong
To
* College of the Mainland: Bran-
don Abshier, Richard Ahamba,
Louis Maldonado, Cristina To-

bias
* Galveston College: Zachary
Davis, Jacob Mares, Fabian
Urias
* Houston Community College:
Cajetan Nwachukwu
* Lee College: Ellis Dorrance,
Marisela Morales, Camrin Lynn,
Gerardo Palominos, Estaban
Sanchez
* Lone Star College: Benjamin A.
Brown, Douglas Bragg, Baleri-
ano V. Perez
* San Jacinto College: Robert
Aquilera, Jose Arias, Veronica
Cortes, Victavia Owens, Nghi
Nguyen
* Wharton County Junior Col-
lege: Al’lon Jones, Carl Jones,
Johnathan Klotz, Rocio Salazar
Yepez

this group to grow up fast
if we expect to have the
same success as last year.”

A strong offensive line
will be of great benefit to
the Falcons, with center
Roberto Varvelo, tackle
Bernard Childs and guard
Gil Bernal entering their
third year as varsity start-
ers. “These guys will give
us some much needed ex-
perience, which will cer-
tainly help our young
offense,” Hurts said.

The defensive front ap-
pears to be stout as well,
with tackle Tayvien Green,
defensive ends Blake Stan-
ley and Jontrell Howard
returning to the lineup.
Middle linebacker Devante
Brooks and two-time All-
District defensive back Tu-
ciano Pope are also
expected to make solid con-
tributions.

Channelview Falcons,
  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

charged with "Possession of
a Controlled Substance.”

This investigation was
conducted in conjunction
with the Harris County
Joint Task Force, the High
Risk Operations Unit, the
Gang Unit, the Texas De-
partment of Public Safety
(DPS), The Drug Enforce-
ment Administration (DEA)
and Homeland Security In-
vestigations (HSI)."

The Falcons will have to
contend with some differ-
ent faces with realignment
placing five new teams in
District 21-6A. Highly-
ranked Atascocita, King-
wood and Summer Creek
join from Humble ISD,
while Goose Creek Memo-
rial is moving up from
Class 5A. A former rivalry
will be rekindled as C.E.
King has moved up in clas-
sification to join the dis-
trict. North Shore and
Baytown Sterling round
out the eight-team league.

“The quality of our com-
petition won’t change that
much, other than we ex-
panded by two teams,”
Hurts said. “It’s going to be
a tough district from top to
bottom – anyone is capable
of beating anybody on any
given night.”

NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR
5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057

(713) 977-2555 FAX (713) 977-1188
email: northchannelstar@gmail.com
website: www.northchannelstar.com

Gilbert Hoffman..................................................Editor & Publisher
Mei-Ing Hoffman...............................................Associate Publisher
Julieta Paita..............................................................Assistant Editor
Willie Glasgow....................................................Marketing Director
Lewis Spearman...............................................Advertising Director
Luis Hernandez.................................................Production Director
Pedro Hernandez.....................................Circulation/Mail Director
Published each Wednesday by GrafikPress Corp. Any erroneous statement
which may appear will be corrected when brought to the attention of the
publisher. Liability for errors is limited to the reprinting of the corrected ver-
sion. Submissions are encouraged, in person, by mail, by Fax, or by email, to:
northchannelstar@gmail.com

 Member Texas Community Newspaper Association
Member North Channel Chamber of Commrce

 Member Intercontinental Chamber of Commerce Houston
Member Texas Press Association

August 29, 2016 - Hous-
ton police are investigating
the fatal shooting of a man
at 1215 Falcon Street near
the East Freeway, about 5
a.m. last Sunday, August
28.

According to HPD Ho-
micide Officers, patrol of-
f icers  responded to  a
shooting call at a trailer
park and found a man,
Charles Alvarez, 34, being
given medical assistance
by HFD paramedics.  Fur-
ther investigation deter-

Man fatally shot
inside mobile home

mined Alvarez had sus-
tained a gunshot wound to
the leg.

Alvarez was transport-
ed to Lyndon B. Johnson
General Hospital where he
died.

At this time, there are
no known witnesses nor
suspects.

Anyone with informa-
tion in this case is urged to
contact the HPD Homicide
Division at 713-308-3600
or Crime Stoppers at 713-
222-TIPS.

Officers investigate a shooting at a mobile home where a
man died last Sunday morning.

Immunization Day,
  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

fective public health tools
available for preventing dis-
ease and death,” said Green,
the Ranking Member for the
Subcommittee on Health.
“Our immunization effort is
organized over two days, in
three locations, and coin-
cides with National Immu-
nization Awareness Month,
with the hope that the
greatest amount of students
will receive the vaccines
they need, free of charge,
and their families will be
connected to the medical
information they need to
stay healthy.”

 According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), among chil-
dren born during
1994-2013, vaccination will
prevent an estimated 322
million illnesses, 21 million
hospitalizations, and
732,000 deaths over the
course of their lifetimes.

 “My number one goal is
increasing access to vac-
cines because they save

lives,” saidGreen. “Vaccines
not only protect the recipi-
ent, but also help prevent
the spread of certain diseas-
es, especially to those that
are most vulnerable to seri-
ous complications, such as
infants and young children,
elderly, and those with
chronic conditions and
weakened immune systems.
The bottom line is that ef-
forts like these keep our
communities safe from out-
breaks of preventable dis-
eases.”

Immunization Day is
held in partnership with:
Harris Health System, Tex-
as Children’s Hospital Mo-
bile Clinic Outreach
Program, Galena Park ISD,
Galena Park ISD School
Based Clinic, Texas Chil-
dren’s Health Plan, North
Shore Rotary Club, AAMA,
Rotary International Dis-
trict 5890, Lyondell Basell,
Walgreens and MD Ander-
son.
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯AUSTIN — An attempt
by three University of Tex-
as at Austin professors to
prevent licensed permit
holders from carrying their
concealed handguns while
attending classes was de-
nied by U.S. District Court
Judge Lee Yeakel on Aug.
22.

Named as defendants in
the professors’ lawsuit
were Texas Attorney Gen-
eral Ken Paxton, UT Pres-
ident Gregory L. Fenves
and each member of the
UT Board of Regents. The
campus carry policy that
sparked the lawsuit was
approved by the board of
regents in accordance with
Senate Bil l  11,  a law
passed by the state Legis-
lature in 2015 allowing
concealed carry on public
university campuses. The
law took effect Aug. 1 and
the first day of classes was
Aug. 24.

In their lawsuit, the pro-
fessors asserted that class-
room discussion would be
“circumscribed by the
near-certain presence of
loaded guns” and that
their ability to “make
(their classrooms) truly a
marketplace for the robust
exchange of ideas will be
impaired.” Their suit also
argued that the new law
and policy made them “in-
centivized to err on the
side of ‘trimming their
sails,’ academically speak-
ing, when they push for
classroom debate.”

In his ruling, however,
Yeakel ruled that the law
and the policy did not com-
promise their academic
freedom in violation of the
First Amendment, did not
deny them due process un-
d e r  t h e  F o u r t e e n t h
Amendment, and are not
unconstitutionally vague.

Meanwhile, on the first
day of classes, thousands
of UT students reacted to
the ruling and drew wide-
spread media attention by
attending on-campus ral-
lies against guns in class-
rooms and openly carrying
sex toys.

Federal court rules in favor of
UT’s campus carry policy

Transgender
guidelines on hold
A Fort Worth federal

court on Aug. 21 halted the
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion’s new guidelines pro-
posing to create a safe and
nondiscriminatory envi-
ronment for transgender
students in public schools.
The guidelines would have
allowed transgender stu-
dents to use restrooms and
locker rooms consistent
with their gender identity.

In the case brought by
the State of Texas and 12
other states, U.S. District
Judge Reed O’Connor
granted the plaintiffs in-
junctive relief. O’Connor
concluded that the Depart-
ment of Education failed to
comply with the federal
Administrative Procedures
Act by: (1) foregoing the
act’s notice and comment
requirements; and (2) issu-
ing directives which con-
t r a d i c t  t h e  e x i s t i n g
legislative and regulatory
texts.

O’Connor forbade the
Department of Education
from enforcing the guide-
lines against the plaintiffs
a n d  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e
schools, school boards and
other public, educational-
ly based institutions.
O’Connor further instruct-
ed that all parties main-
tain the status quo until
the court rules on the mer-

its of this claim or until
further direction from the
Fifth U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals.

Many teachers work
2 jobs

Almost a third of teach-
ers (31 percent) respond-
ing  to  a  Texas  State
Teachers Association sur-
vey hold outside jobs dur-
ing the school year to
support themselves and
their families, TSTA re-
ported Aug. 25.

The extra jobs are in ad-
dition to the 17 hours the
respondents said they
spend on average each
week outside the class-
room on teaching-related
tasks, such as grading pa-
pers and preparing lesson
plans, the association said.

The survey, conducted
for TSTA by faculty mem-
bers at Sam Houston State
University, found that 49
percent of respondents had
summer jobs.

Respondents also re-
ported spending an aver-
age $656 a year out of their
own pockets for classroom
supplies and an average
$326 a month on health
insurance premiums.

Furthermore, TSTA re-
ported, “Public education
funding in Texas lags al-
most $2,700 per student
below the national average
and teacher pay falls more
than $6,000 below the na-
tional average.”

Mobility
improvements to come

The Texas Transporta-
tion Commission on Aug.
25 approved the 2017 Uni-
fied Transportation Pro-
gram with $70 billion
worth of projects to help
TxDOT meet the state’s
growing transportation
demands.

Developed with exten-
sive public input and leg-
islative approval,  the
10-year plan targets con-
gestion in the state’s most-
p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s  a n d
includes projects to better
connect the major inter-
states in rural areas with
local roads and highways,
according to the Commis-
sion. Outside urban areas,
the program calls for en-
hancing and completing
interstate highways, as
well as addressing the con-
tinuing needs within the
energy sector and along
hurricane evacuat ion
routes.

“The Unified Transpor-
tation Program reflects
TxDOT’s commitment to
planning for and meeting
the mobility needs of our
fast-growing state,” said
Transportation Commis-
sion Chairman Tryon
Lewis.

(NAPSI)—Good news
for powersports enthusi-
asts: Infotainment
features from the auto
industry are now being
customized for off-road!
The new enhanced riding
experience connects
drivers not only to their
vehicle, but to their
passengers, other drivers,
and friends and family
back home.

The Problem
Off-road riding is

intended to be a social
experience, as most off-
road enthusiasts ride
with a passenger or in a
group. But the reality is
that riding is often
disconnected.

Being strapped into a
vehicle with a helmet
makes it difficult to
communicate with others;
having multiple gadgets
such as a GoPro, GPS and
a smartphone is cumber-
some; and capturing ride
memories to share is
challenging—often
requiring multiple steps,
including getting out of
the vehicle, remembering
to turn the GoPro on, and
taking your gloves off to
use touch interfaces.

Technology Rides To
The Rescue

Now, there’s a unique
solution that combines a
mobile phone app and an
intuitive, glove-touch,
weather-resistant, in-
dash, 7-in. display.

Known as RIDE
COMMAND, the system
is available as an accesso-
ry for select Polaris RZR
vehicles and is standard
on the RZR XP 1000 EPS
Velocity Blue Limited
Edition. With the app,
you can map rides in
advance and transfer
waypoints from your
phone to the display via
Bluetooth. You can also
track where the group is
without needing to
actually see them—or to
hang in their dust trail.
This not only helps keep

Teaching
your child
healthy
habits

(NAPSI)—If you’re like
most parents, you work
hard to make sure your
children eat their veggies,
brush their teeth and
always say “please” and
“thank you,” but one
important habit is often
forgotten.

Experts advise parents
to teach children the
importance of smiling.
Smiling can positively
affect you and the people
around you, and lower
stress, which should
improve your child’s
quality of life.

What You Can Do

Here’s a look at a few
of the habits that can be
crucial to ensuring
children enjoy a healthy
lifestyle:

1. Setting a regular
bedtime: According to the
National Sleep Founda-
tion, children need at
least 10 to 12 hours of
sleep. By the age of 2,
children have spent more
time asleep than awake.
Why is this? Sleep is vital
to children’s development
and lets them be alert,
fresh and ready to learn
every day. While bedtime
tantrums can be frustrat-
ing, they may well be an
indicator that your child
needs sleep. Avoid active
endeavors right before
bed and replace them
with 30 minutes of
relaxing, quiet activities.
This will encourage a
healthy bedtime routine
for kids and may help
them to see the impor-
tance of a good night’s
sleep.

2. Keeping active:
Encourage your children
to play outside, join a
team or take part in some
other activity outside of
school. This provides a
great opportunity to meet
and socialize with other
kids they may not meet
otherwise. Developing
hobbies from a young age
helps keep children busy
and gives them a chance
to learn beyond the
classroom.

3. Eating fruits and
vegetables: Reinforcing a
healthy diet will improve
your children’s mood,
health and even their
smiles. Instilling a
healthy diet early will
create lifelong habits that
will benefit your child for
years to come.

4. Smiling more often:
Teach your child the
importance of proactive
oral care to ensure fewer
trips to the dentist and a
bright, healthy smile for
life. Getting your children
to brush and floss twice a
day may not be easy, but
parents can ensure their
kids have a complete oral
care routine by using
Sunstar GUM®’s suite of
toothbrushes, toothpaste
and flossersfor kids
featuring popular themes
such as Crayola™, Power
Rangers™, Dragons™
and Lalaloopsy™. The
new kid’s toothpaste
collection lets kids add
color to their brushing
routine. You can find your
child’s favorite colorful
toothpaste, toothbrushes
and flossers in retailers
such as Target and online
at www.gumbrand.com.

5. Reading for plea-
sure: Encourage your kids
to take a break from video
games, social media and
other distracting forms of
technology and pick up a
book instead. Reading for
pleasure will help expand
your children’s imagina-
tion and develop their
reading skills. Once their
homework is complete,
designate a daily “screen-
free” hour or make it a
family activity by reading
a chapter or two together
before bed each night.

‘Plan While You Can’
Campaign aims to reduce
crashes, save lives during
holiday weekend

AUSTIN — As
celebrations are
finalized to mark the
last days of summer,
the Texas Department
of Transportation
urges drivers to make a
plan leading up to the
Labor Day holiday — a
plan for a safe and
sober ride home.

“Drinking and
driving remains a big
problem in Texas,” said
TxDOT Executive
Director James Bass.
“If you plan to drink,
you must plan ahead
for a safe and sober
ride home. It’s a plan
that could save a
family — even your
own — from the heart-
break of losing a loved
one.”

TxDOT’s “Plan
While You Can” cam-
paign kicked off today
in San Antonio and
runs through Septem-
ber 5 to coincide with
Labor Day and in-
creased DWI enforce-
ment in Texas. During
the Labor Day holiday
period in 2015, there
were 359 alcohol-
related crashes that led
to 12 fatalities and 36
serious injuries.

The campaign is a

TxDOT urges drivers
to plan for a sober ride
leading up to Labor Day

multi-city tour featur-
ing an interactive
dodgeball game that
uses gaming technolo-
gy to educate the public
about the effects of
alcohol on a person’s
reflexes. As partici-
pants play, virtual
drinks are added and
the players’ on-screen
avatars become less
able to dodge incoming
“dodgeballs.” The game
demonstrates how even
one drink can slow
reaction times.

As always, TxDOT
strongly encourages
everyone to plan for a
sober ride before going
out. In addition to
potentially life threat-
ening crashes, drivers
under the influence of
alcohol could face up to
$17,000 in fines and
fees, jail time and loss
of their driver’s license.
Visit SoberRides.org to
find alternatives to
drinking and driving,
such as:

•Calling a taxi or
using a transportation
app on your smart-
phone.

•Using mass transit.
•Asking a sober

friend or family mem-
ber for a ride home.

•Stay where you are
and spend the night.

Off-Road Riding
becomes more connected

you and other riders from
getting lost, it enhances
everyone’s overall
experience by letting you
leave more space between
vehicles. The app will
even alert you when
friends are close by, and
you can track and share
your ride stats directly to
your social feed.

There’s also seamless
device control in one spot.
Get text and call notifica-
tions right on the screen
for easier viewing. Listen
to music either through
Bluetooth or an AM/FM
radio, also on the display.
To help you communicate
with your passengers,
there’s an accessory
Senaheadset connected
via Bluetooth. Loading,
unloading and traversing
obstacles is easier as the
display integrates with
standard front- and rear-
wired cameras.

Along with being
available for select RZR
vehicles, the technology is
also available on the
Indian Chieftain and
Indian Roadmaster, and
enables fleet-manage-
ment capabilities in
Polaris’ GEM line of
electric vehicles.

More Fun On Your
Off-Road

Once you’ve got your
vehicle all kitted out, you
may care to consider
these five other ways to
add to your riding
enjoyment:

• Join an ATV club.

• Take lots of photos of
your rides and at events.

• Put a video camera
on your helmet for a
different perspective on
your rides.

• Try a trail exchange.
Ask family and friends to
recommend trails you
haven’t tried.

• Take the latest off-
road vehicle models for a
test ride to see all the new
technology available.

OPINION
✯
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Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS
P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX

281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565, Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

I CUT YARDS
large & small

832-398-9135
Jay

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m.-1p.m.

KWIK KAR OIL & LUBE

Operated By Chris & Jennifer
Arnold

11525 Eagle Drive
281-385-LUBE (5823)

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church

All Invited to Worship with Us

SUNDAY    Holy Eucharist Rite II     9:00 am
SUNDAY                    Coffee Hour     10:00 am
Spanish Service/Holy Eucharist        11:00 am

13125 INDIANAPOLIS ST., HOUSTON, 77015

sttimsinhouston.com 713-451-2909

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive    281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ROOF LEAKING

1-844-938-7663
All Roof Types Repairs

Call Mr. Roofer
1-844-WET ROOF

281-452-0000

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

Anthony Price, Goose Creek CISD deputy superintendent, presents a gift certificate for an
aluminum jon boat to Richard Reynolds from the Grounds Department. Last fall, Reynolds
rescued a family whose boat had overturned on Cedar Bayou, endangering his life and resulting
in the loss of his wallet, phone and fishing equipment.  During the rescue, his boat sank and the
motor was ruined. Price contacted Reynolds Marine, Inc. in Baytown and owner Bob Johnson
arranged with Bass Pro Shop to sell Reynolds a boat at cost. With the help of Johnson, Price
and other Goose Creek CISD staff members, enough money was collected to purchase the boat.
Reynolds and other staff members from each department were recognized as heroes at the
recent Auxiliary Convocation held in the Goose Creek Memorial High School Auditorium.

CHURCH LISTINGS
Crosby, Highlands, Huffman,
Baytown

ANGLICAN CHURCH
• Church of the Resurrection,
meeting at Crosby Brethren
Church, 5202 1st Street, Cros-
by. 832-661-9693.
APOSTOLIC CHURCH
• First Apostolic Church of High-
lands, 1211 S. Main St. High-
lands. 281-426-4133

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
• Crosby Gospel Assembly, 633
Kenning Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
2516
• First Assembly of God, 406 N.
Magnolia St., Highlands, 281-
426-3170
• Gospel Lighthouse, 8218
John Martin Rd., Baytown, 281-
421-1168

BAPTIST
• Calvary Baptist, 2217 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3409
• Highlands Baptist, 111 E. Ca-
nal Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
2470
• Northeast Freeway Baptist,
1635 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2723
• Unity Baptist, 2625 Broad Dr.,
Highlands, 281-426-4223
• Iglesia Bautista Comunidad,
5323 Highway 90, Crosby, 281-
421-9810. “Venid y te Harem-
os Bien”

BAPTIST-Missionary
• Antioch Missionary Baptist,
2500 Harris St., Highlands,
281-426-6565.
•  First Missionary Baptist
Church, 301 Cypress Avenue,
Crosby, 281-462-7634.
• Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist,
315 Nod, Crosby, 281-328-
4650
• True Vine Missionary Baptist,
404 Oak Ave., Crosby, 281-
328-7637
• Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church,  12418 Crosby Rd.,
Crosby, 281-328-1851

BAPTIST-Southern
• First Baptist- Crosby, 615
Runneberg Rd.,Crosby, 281-
328-2564
• First Baptist- Highlands, N.
Magnolia at Wallisville, High-
lands, 281-426-4551

• First Baptist- Huffman, 25503
FM 2100, Huffman, 281-324-
1888
• Northside Baptist, 317 Bar-
bers Hill Rd., Highlands, 281-
426-5415
• Second Baptist, 400 E. Wall-
isville Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
5557
• Crosby New Hope Baptist
Church, 18319 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-6086

BRETHREN
• Crosby Brethren, 5202 1st St.,
Crosby, 281-328-2442

CATHOLIC
• Holy Family, 7122 Whiting
Rock, Baytown, 281-426-8448
• Sacred Heart, 915 Runneberg
Rd., Crosby, 281-328-4871
• St. Martin De Porres, 12606
FM 2100, Crosby, 281-328-
4451
• St. Jude Thaddeus, 800 S.
Main St. , Highlands, 281-843-
2422
• St. Phillip the Apostle, 2308
3rd St.,Huffman, 281-324-1478

CHURCH OF CHRIST
• Church of Christ at Wallisville
Rd., 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.,
281-426-7557.
• Crosby Church of Christ, 3737
Hwy 90, Crosby, 281-328-3496
• Highlands Church of Christ,
214 Clear Lake Rd., Highlands,
281-426-2742
• Barrett Station Church of
Christ, 281-328-7882

CHURCH OF GOD
• First Pentecostal Church of
God, 1328 Old Atascocita, Huff-
man, 281-324-1518
• Harvest Time Church of God,
495 S. Diamondhead Blvd.,
Crosby, 281-462-8060

CHURCH OF GOD
IN CHRIST
• Mt. Rose Church of God in
Christ, 13000 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-1314

EPISCOPAL
• Church of the Resurrection,
5202 Churhc St., Crosby.

INDEPENDENT
• Crosby Church, 5725 Hwy 90,
Crosby and 30673 Huffman

Cleveland Rd., Huffman, 281-
328-1310
• Huffman Church, 1707 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3705
• New Covenant of Faith,
12217 Holly Rd., Crosby, 281-
328-1315
• Restoration House, 1609
Jones Rd., Highlands, 281-
843-4000
• Son Harvest, 2027 FM 1942,
Crosby, 281-543-2860.

LUTHERAN
• Our Shepherd, 19704 FM
2100, Huffman, 281-324-2422

METHODIST
• Crosby United Methodist,
1334 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2616
• Highlands United Methodist,
107 W. Houston St., Highands,
281-426-3614
• Lake Houston United Meth-
odist, 23606 FM 2100, Huff-
man, 281-324-1541

NON DENOMINATION
• Lifepoint Church, 9235 North
Highway 146, Baytown, Tx.
77523.  281-576-5452.

UNITED PENTECOS-
TAL CHURCH
• Pentecostals of Crosby502
Pine at Hwy 90 Crosby, TX
77532(281) 328-5054. Sun-

day 10 AM. Wednesday 7 PM.
Pastor Kerry D. Lee

Channelview, Jacinto City,
Galena Park, Houston

•Second Street Church of
Christ, 15821 2nd. Street,
Channelview, TX. 77530.
www.2ndstreetchurchofchrist.com

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
•Galena Park Assembly of
God, 1211 2nd. St., Galena
Park, TX. 713-455-0836.
BAPTIST
•New Life Baptist Church of
East Houston, 18570 Van
Road, Houston, 77049. 281-
456-0082

•Second Baptist Church, 1913
18th. St., Galena Park, TX. 713-
672-9232.
•Second Baptist Church, 10501
Muscatine, Jacinto City, TX.
713-674-8463.
•St. Matthew Baptist Church,
119 Fidelity, Houston, TX. 713-
674-0062.
•First Baptist Church, 1505 1st.
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-455-
1261.
BAPTIST-Southern
•Dell Dale Avenue Baptist
Church, 402 Dell Dale Avenue,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
3704.
•South Drive Baptist Church,
15229 South Drive, Channel-
view, TX. 77530. 281-452-
4500.
•First Baptist Church of Jacinto
City, 10701 Wiggins, Jacinto
City, TX 77029. 713-672-2802.
•Beaumont Place Baptist
Church, 13101 Ivydale Street,
Houtson, TX. 77049.
CATHOLIC
•St. Andrew Roman Catholic
Church, 827 Sheldon Rd.,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
9865.
•Our Lady of Fatima, 1705 8th
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-675-
0981.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
•Channelview Church of Christ,
1301 Sheldon Rd., Channel-
view, Tx. 281-452-7129.
•Galena Park Church of Christ,
301 Holland Ave, Galena Park,
TX. 713-455-0826.
EPISCOPAL
•St. Timothy’s Episcopal
Church, 13125 Indianapolis St.,
Houston, 713-451-2909.
HOLINESS
•Bible Missionary Church,
10246 Fairfax St., Jacinto City.
713-671-3500.
METHODIST
•Old River Terrace United Meth-
odist Church, 16102 East Free-
way, Channelview, TX.
281-452-2861.
•Galena Park United Methodist,
1705 1st. St., Galena Park, TX.
713-672-0245.
•Holy Trinity United Methodist,
13207 Orleans St., Houston,
Tx. 713-453-7203.

For corrections or new listings,
call 281-328-9605

OBITUARIES
✯

Born Nov. 17, 1964 in
Baytown, TX, Nathan Earl
Dowdy passed from this life,
to go rest in the arms of his
Savior, on Nov. 24, 2015, at
the age of 51.  Nathan is lov-
ingly survived by his moth-
er, Faye Robins and
husband Jim; his father,
Adrian Earl Dowdy; sister,
Rebecca Dowdy Hale and
husband Lee; brother, Kent
Dowdy and wife Tammy.  He
is also survived by his
daughter, Brittany Chris-
tine Dowdy Martinez and
her husband Jency; his
grandchildren, Briley, Bris-
sa, and Jency Jr., Martinez;
his aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews, cousins, and nu-
merous friends.  He was pre-
ceded in death by his
maternal grandparents,
Olaf and Doris Underwood
and paternal grandparents,
Dock and Erma Lee Dowdy;
also, two cousins, Jacob
O’Baya, and John Dowdy.
Nathan was a Channelview
ISD student.  He loved to tell
jokes and was a defender for
those that were bullied.  He
loved to make little children
laugh.  One of his favorite
pastimes was feeding and
watching the birds and
squirrels, while listening to
country music. There was no
bigger fan of Willie, Waylon,
Johnny and the “boys” than
Nathan.  During his illness,
there were people around
him that he came to appre-
ciate and admire.  In no spe-
cial order, some of these
were Dr. Matthew Horsfield
(who always listened to his
jokes), Dr. Gerard Francisco
(whom he affectionately
nicknamed “Hollywood”),
Dexter (whom he loved to
joke with), Helen (who was
like a 2nd mom), and Nabil

Nathan Earl Dowdy

(who treated him like a
brother). Although other
names are lost on us,
Nathan remembered each
one, and spoke with affec-
tion whenever he recalled
them.  Thank you to each of
you for the kindness you
showed him.  You always
helped to brighten his days.
The family held a private
Memorial Service on Aug. 9,
2016, led by Pastor Stephen
Daily, at the San Jacinto
Memorial Cemetery.  2 Tim-
othy. 4:7-8 (KJV)

Carter Funeral Home
13701 Corpus Christi St.

Houston, Texas 77015
713-455-5100

www.CarterFuneral-
Houston.com

251658240

GCCISD employee rewarded
for rescuing family
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Call 281-328-9605 to Advertise YOUR Business in this Directory. 10,000 readers Weekly

Mrroofer@mail.com

Se Habla Español

New Roofs, Repairs, Painting,
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

HARDI PLANK SIDING

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

500 Normandy
Houston, TX 77015
Bus:713-590-9011
Fax:713-590-9016
jstephens1@farmersagent.com

Edward Jones
6830 E Sam Houston
Pkwy N, Suite 150
Houston, TX 77049

281-436-0396

ASK THE EXPERT
By Edward JonesASK DIAMOND JIM

NORTH CHANNEL
✯STAR

Printing Department
713-977-2555

Next week, we observe La-
bor Day, a celebration of the
American worker. And there’s
a lot to celebrate, because our
workers have accomplished
great things and, in the pro-
cess, demonstrated a variety
of impressive character traits
– many of which also can be
useful to investors.

For example:
•Perseverance – Have you

ever read about an inventor
who failed dozens of times
before finally hitting on a
winner? Or a scientist who
studied the same problem for
decades before discovering a
revolutionary solution? All
kinds of workers display this
type of perseverance, in one
form or another. As an inves-
tor, you, too, will need this
“stick-to-itiveness” because
you will face challenges. Mar-
kets will drop, individual in-
vestments may disappoint,
tax laws may change, and so
on. But if you’re patient, and
you follow a long-term strat-
egy that’s based on your
needs, risk tolerance and time
horizon, you can overcome
those obstacles that may be
blocking progress toward
your goals.

•Inquisitiveness – During
your own work, you’ve proba-
bly found that you can im-
prove your effectiveness
simply by asking a few ques-
tions or otherwise learning a
little more about your tasks
at hand. As an investor, you’ll
also find that knowledge is
power – because the more you
know about investing and in-
vestments, the better pre-
pared you can be when
making decisions. Sometimes,

The United States Army
 The United States Army

(USA) is the largest branch of
the United StatesArmed Forces
and performs land-based military
operations. It is one of theseven
uniformed services of the United
States and is designated as the
Armyof the United States in the
United States Constitution,
Article 2, Section 2, Clause 1
and United States Code, Title 10,
Subtitle B, Chapter 301, Section
3001. As the largest and senior
branch of the U.S. military, the
modern U.S.Army has its roots in
the Continental Army, which was
formed (14 June 1775) to fight
the American Revolutionary War
(1775–83)—before the U.S. was
established as a country. After
the Revolutionary War, the
Congress of theConfederation
created the United States Army
on 3 June 1784, to replace
thedisbanded Continental Army.
The United States Army
considers itself descended from
the Continental Army, and dates
its institutional inception from the
origin of that armed force in 1775
(so, The United States Army
isapproximately 241 years old).

As a uniformed military
service, the Army is part of the
Department of theArmy, which is
one of the three military
departments of the Department
of Defense. The U.S. Army is
headed by a civilian senior
appointed civil servant,the
Secretary of the Army (SECAR-
MY), and by a chief military
officer,the Chief of Staff of the
Army (CSA) who is also a
member of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. In the fiscal year 2016, the
projected end strength for the
RegularArmy (USA) was
475,000 soldiers; the Army
National Guard (ARNG) had
342,000 soldiers, and the United
States Army Reserve (USAR)
had 198,000 soldiers; the
combined-component strength of
the U.S. Army was 1,015,000
soldiers. As a branch of the
armed forces, the mission of the
U.S. Army is "to fight and win our
Nation's wars, by providing
prompt, sustained, land
dominance, across the full range
of military operations and the
spectrum of conflict, in support of
combatant commanders. The
service participates in conflicts
worldwide and is the major
ground-based offensive and
defensive force.

The Continental Army was
created on 14 June 1775 by the
Continental Congress as a
unified army for the colonies to
fight Great Britain, with George
Washington appointed as its
commander. The army was
initially led by men who had
served in the British Army or
colonial militias and who brought
much of British military heritage

Investors Can Learn
Much from Workers

this knowledge can help you
look past the so-called experts
who are touting the “next hot
stock.” Other times, your cu-
riosity may lead you to find
new opportunities. In any
case, learn as much as you
can, and if you work with a
financial professional, ask
questions – as many as nec-
essary. The investment world
is fascinating, and it can be
complex – but it is also under-
standable to those who make
the effort.

•Flexibility – When some-
thing isn’t working, you may
need to try another approach.
Successful workers know this
– and so do successful inves-
tors. Suppose, for example,
you have been trying to boost
your overall return by buying
and selling investments. After
a while, you may realize that
such behavior is costly – in
more ways than one. You will
likely rack up fees and com-
missions, you may incur the
highest rate of capital gains
taxes (assessed on invest-
ments held less than one
year), and you will be disrupt-
ing any cohesive investment
strategy you’ve established.
Upon recognizing these prob-
lems, you could decide to
“switch gears” and follow a
long-term, “buy-and-hold”
strategy. That’s flexibility –
and that’s a great attribute
for investors.

•Vision – Good workers
have a clear picture of what
they want to accomplish – and
they know what they must do
reach their goal. As an inves-
tor, you also need to establish
a vision of where you want to
go and how you can get there.
So when contemplating your
retirement, try to foresee the
lifestyle you hope to lead –
will you travel the world or
stay close to home, pursuing
your hobbies? Then, use this
vision to help guide your ac-
tions, such as increasing your
contributions to your 401(k)
or IRA, or changing the in-
vestment mix within these ac-
counts.

Transferring what you
learn from the working world
to the investment arena can
help make investing a less
laborious – and potentially
more enjoyable – process. So
put that knowledge to good
use.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor.

Diamond Jim: "How old is The United
StatesArmy?"

with them. As the Revolutionary
War progressed, French aid,
resources, and military thinking
influenced the new army. A
number of European soldiers
came on their own to help, such
as Friedrich Wilhelm von
Steuben, who taught the army
Prussian tactics and organiza-
tional skills.

The army fought numerous
pitched battles and in the South
1780–81 sometimes used the
Fabian strategy and hit-and-run
tactics, hitting where theenemy
was weakest, to wear down the
British forces. Washington led
victories against the British at
Trenton and Princeton, but lost a
series of battles around New
York City in 1776 and Philadel-
phia in 1777. With a decisive
victory at Yorktown, and the help
of the French, the Continental
Armyprevailed against the
British.

After the war, though, the
Continental Army was quickly
given land certificates and
disbanded in a reflection of the
republican distrust of standing
armies. State militias became
the new nation's sole ground
army, with the exception of a
regiment to guard the Western
Frontier and one battery of
artillery guarding West Point's
arsenal. However, because of
continuing conflict with Native
Americans, it was soon realized
that it was necessary to field a
trained standing army. The
Regular Army was at first very
small, and after General St.
Clair's defeat at the Battle of the
Wabash, the Regular Army was
reorganized as the Legion of the
United States, which was
established in 1791 and
renamed the "United States
Army" in 1796.

Army components
The task of organizing the

U.S. Army commenced in 1775.
In the first one hundred years of
its existence, the United States
Army was maintained as a small
peacetime force to man
permanent forts and perform
other non-wartime duties such
as engineering and construction
works. During times of war,
theU.S. Army was augmented by
the much larger United
StatesVolunteers which were
raised independently by various
state governments.States also
maintained full-time militias
which could also be called into
theservice of the army.

By the twentieth century, the
U.S. Army had mobilized the
U.S. Volunteers on four separate
occasions during each of the
major wars of the nineteenth
century. During World War I, the
"National Army" was organized
to fight theconflict, replacing the
concept of U.S. Volunteers. It
was demobilized at theend of
World War I, and was replaced
by the Regular Army, the
Organized Reserve Corps, and
the State Militias. In the 1920s
and 1930s, the "career" soldiers
were known as the "Regular
Army" with the "Enlisted Reserve
Corps" and "Officer Reserve
Corps" augmented to fill
vacancies when needed.

In 1941, the "Army of the
United States" was founded to
fight World War II.The Regular
Army, Army of the United States,
the National Guard, and Officer/
Enlisted Reserve Corps (ORC
and ERC) existed simultaneous-
ly. After World War II, the ORC
and ERC were combined into the
United States ArmyReserve. The
Army of the United States was
re-established for the Korean
War and Vietnam War and was

demobilized upon the suspen-
sion of the draft.

Currently, the army is
divided into the Regular Army,
the Army Reserve, andthe Army
National Guard. The army is also
divided into major branches such
as Air Defense Artillery, Infantry,
Aviation, Signal Corps, Corps of
Engineers, and Armor. Before
1903 members of the National
Guard were considered state
soldiers unless federalized (i.e.,
activated) by the President.
Sincethe Militia Act of 1903 all
National Guard soldiers have
held dual status: as National
Guardsmen under the authority
of the governor of their state or
territory and, when activated, as
a reserve of the U.S. Army under
theauthority of the President.

Since the adoption of the
total force policy, in the aftermath
of the Vietnam War, reserve
component soldiers have taken a
more active role in U.S. military
operations. For example,
Reserve and Guard units took
part inthe Gulf War, peacekeep-
ing in Kosovo, Afghanistan, and
the 2003 invasion of Iraq.

The staff entire at Pineforest
Jewelry salute all of our service
men and women, from every
branch of the military, stationed
here in the USA and all over the
world. You have our deep
respect and our unending
appreciation.

If you like and appreciate
your freedom, be sure to Thank a
U.S. Military Veteran for putting
themselves in 'harm's way' so
that you can be safe and free!

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones,
precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry
industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim is a diamond
dealer and precious metals
broker of NTR Metals.  See more
at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers

in our FOUR newspapers, with a combined

circulation of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION

on your AD. Rates start at only $16 for 20

words. A bargain!

Call 281-328-9605

DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS:
Local Houston!
$2,000.00 Sign-On
Bonus. Refrigerated
Openings! Great Pay,
Benefits! CDL-A, 1yr
Exp. Req. Estenson
Logistics Apply
www.goelc.com
1-855-298-4059.

                26-4

FOR SALE

2005 Suzuki
Boulevard S50,
$2800.00 cash
Call 713-203-9724.

                 28-6 Commercial
Printing

713-977-2555
GRAFIKSHOP

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICEBOATS FOR SALE BOATS FOR SALE

PEARSON 23’ DAYSAILER
IT’S SAILING SEASON, THROUGH
OCTOBER. THIS BOAT WILL TAKE
YOU ON THE WATER. WITH NEW 6
HP TOHATSU OUTBOARD. HAVE FUN
FOR $4850 OBO. CALL 713-977-2555
OR 713-252-8000.

RENT/LEASE

1-1 BATH.
$650 on quiet Coun-
ty Rd. Barbers HIll,
Old River.
No Children.
Call 281-382-7714.

               32-2

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

THE CITY OF GALENA PARK WILL BE HOLDING A
PUBLIC HEARING ON SEPTEMBER 20, 2016 AT 5:30
P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL,
2000 CLINTON DRIVE, GALENA PARK, TEXAS, 77547
CONCERNING THE 2016-2017 CITY BUDGET.  ALL
CITIZENS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

The Mayor and City Council of Jacinto City will meet in Spe-
cial Session on Thursday, September 8, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. in the
Council Chamber, 10301 Market Street for the purpose of the
second and final public hearing on the anticipated budget for
the Fiscal Year 2016/2017. Public participation is encouraged.

HELP WANTED

Learner
Dynamics
hiring Pre K-12 certi-
fied teachers, retired
teachers, post-sec-
ondary teachers for
Learning Specialists
positions in Crosby,
Huffman, Baytown
areas. Be in charge
of your work sched-
ule, earnings & loca-
tions.
Contact Dr. Joan
Ickes 713-591-4958.

               34-2

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community
Center
Backdraft Rest.
Woodforest Bank
Conoco Station
Post Office
(outside)
CROSBY:
Library
Community
Center
Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Kroger’s
Community Bank
(2)
HUFFMAN
Exxon Station
Community Bank

Where can I pick
up a Star-
Courier?

Classified ADS
Call

281-328-9605
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SPORTS

Waste Pits: Competing
Opinions,
  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Jackie Young, director of
the San Jacinto River Co-
alition, and THEA, two ad-
vocacy groups that favor
complete removal, said
“the report does not go into
the problems to date with
the current cap. In the five
years that (the cap) has
been in place, it’s experi-
enced a wealth of problems
and caused EPA to do a
multitude of repairs. We
know that just one big
storm, one barge strike,
could be devastating for
Galveston Bay.”

The escalating contro-
versy comes at a time
when the EPA is preparing
to announce their draft
decision on how to remedi-
ate the waste pits. This is
due in the next few weeks,
then the public will have a
30 day comment period,
and the EPA will make the
final determination by the
end of December, according
to EPA representative
Donn Walters.

In the meantime, it
seems that everyone now
has an opinion, and has
voiced it. Congressmen
Gene Green and Brian
Babin have publicly called
for complete removal as
the only safe solution, and
this was joined this week
by Congressman Pete Ol-
son. Green took to the floor
of the House of Represen-
tatives last month, to urge
the federal government to
use the Superfund laws to
hasten the removal.

The Houston Chronicle
is only one of a number of
publications that have
called for the removal of

the waste pits, but it has
also been printing OP-ED
pieces on both sides of the
issue. In July the paper ran
an opinion piece by Scott
Sherman, stating that the
Federal Superfund pro-
gram has been ineffective,
and not appropriate for the
problems in the San Jacin-
to River. Sherman was list-
ed as an environmental
consultant, having worked
for the EPA, the state
TCEQ, and now at the Uni-
versity of Houston Law
Center.

This piece was followed
recently by an OP-ED
piece by Jackie Young, who
has been the leader in the
resistance effort to allow-
ing the waste pits to stay
in place, with or without an
improved cap. Young is
deeply involved because
her family once lived in
Highlands, and suffered
multiple health problems
that they blame on pollut-
ed ground water, possibly
from the waste pits.

The issue of polluted
well water, and the health
problems related to that,
was recently brought to the
public’s attention because
the Harris County Polu-
tion Control department
sampled 100 wells in High-
lands, Lynchburg, and
Channelview, and due to
alarming results sent let-
ters to 28 homeowners ad-
vising them not to drink
their water, or to bathe or
cook in it. After a retest,
however, it was deter-
mined that contaminates
such as dioxin and other

contaminants  were below
the acceptable levels and
the water was safe. No link
was established between
the wells and the waste
pits in the river, it was not-
ed, too.

Among the government
voices having an educated
opinion on the subject of
removal, was Mike Talbott,
the retiring head of the
Harris County Flood Con-
trol District. Talbott’s re-
marks included “the highly
toxic waste at the site, in
this major river’s floodway,
and subject to extreme
force of flood flow, tides and
storm suge, should not be
allowed to remain there.”
These remarks, calling for
complete removal of the
toxic wastes, follows close-
ly the position that advo-
cate Young has taken.

In summary, the Corps
of Engineers report seems
to favor leaving the waste
pits in place, but rebuild-
ing them with an improved
cap, and pilings to fend off
barge strikes. They also
would need a number of
“Institutional Controls” to
assure future compliance.
Their detailed mathemat-
ical analysis indicates that
complete removal would
release much more of the
toxins into the soil, the
ground, and the water.
However, the report opti-
mistically indicates that
removal could be safely ac-
complished, if the contrac-
tor followed Best
Management Practices,
proceeding with tech-
niques that would mini-
mize releases.

The Channelview High
School Lady Falcons vol-
leyball team is looking to
keep their good fortunes
going as they set their
sights on a third consecu-
tive playoff berth this sea-
son.

Channelview captured
the fourth seed from Dis-
trict 21-6A in 2015 to ad-
vance to the Bi-District
round of the postseason
against state-ranked
Pearland. With four key
starters returning from
last year’s team, Head
Coach Danielle James is
optimistic about the team’s
chances for success in
2016.

“My focus is preparing
this team for what lies
ahead. We do have a young
team compared to some of
the other schools in our
district, but we also have
very strong senior leader-
ship,” she said. “Everyone’s
skills are starting to blend
together and I am very ex-
cited to see what our play-
ers can accomplish as a
group.

CHANNELVIEW ISD
Lady Falcons Volleyball team
competing to be at the playoffs

Senior All-District selec-
tions Lauren Konecny and
Karson Ruiz, along with
Regina Rivera and Jas-
mine Cruz are expected to
guide the Lady Falcons
this season. Konecny
earned honorable mention
All-District honors at her
middle blocker position,
while Ruiz was second
team All-District as a set-
ter last year.

“Our seniors will set the
tone for us, especially dur-
ing the preseason,” James
said. “Their experience will
benefit us greatly since we
now have some new and
very competitive teams in
this district.”

North Shore and Bay-
town Sterling are expect-
ed to be tough district
opponents. New teams
joining 21-6A include Atas-
cocita, Kingwood and Sum-
mer Creek from Humble
ISD. Making the move up
from Class 5A are C.E.
King and Goose Creek Me-
morial.

“This year our district

has changed tremendous-
ly, which certainly brings
new challenges,” James
said. “Going up against
teams, like Kingwood,
Goose Creek Memorial and
Summer Creek will really
test our strength as a team
and mine as a coach.”

The Lady Falcons will
have some prime opportu-
nities to tune up for dis-
trict play, as they will
compete in the George
Ranch Tournament in
Katy and the Goose Creek
Tournament in Baytown.
Channelview will then
travel to Humble to face
Summer Creek in their
first district contest on
Sept. 9.

“This team is willing to
fight and give it everything
they have until the very
end and I love that about
them,” James said. “Each
one of them brings a posi-
tive attitude to every game
and every practice. My
hope is that infectious spir-
it will translate to success
on the court.”

The first weekend of the
2016 college football season is
going to be must-see TV!

The opening weekend,
which falls on Labor Day
Weekend, schedule is loaded
with matchups featuring Top 25
teams nine of the nation’s top 20
teams will square off beginning
Saturday morning when the No.
3-ranked Oklahoma Sooners
visit the No. 15 Houston Cougars
at NRG Stadium. Saturday will
also feature No. 1-ranked
Alabama (the defending national
champion) taking on No. 20-
ranked USC at AT&T Stadium in
Arlington. No. 5-ranked LSU
visits Lambeau Stadium to take
on Wisconsin Saturday
afternoon, while up in College
Station, Texas A&M hosts UCLA
in what could be a season-
shaping game for Kevin Sumlin’s
Aggies.

Also on Saturday, No. 18
Georgia takes on an underrated
North Carolina squad and on
Sunday, more attention will be
focused on the Lone Star State
when No. 10-ranked Notre Dame
pays a visit to Austin to take on
Charlie Strong’s Texas squad.

The opening weekend
concludes on Labor Day when
No. 11-ranked Mississippi faces
off against No. 5-ranked Florida
State in Orlando.

This is definitely one of the
best opening weekends in the
history of college football. The
top ranked teams are putting a
lot on the line in Week 1, but a
loss won’t necessarily knock
them out of the College Football
Playoff (CFP) picture. Remem-
ber, Alabama suffered a home
loss to Mississippi in Week three,
then reeled off 12 straight
victories en route to another
national title for Nick Saban’s
team.

The Cougars are one of the
teams that would have much to
gain with an upset of OU in the
season opener. Tom Herman’s
team finished 13-1 a year ago
and upset Florida State in the
Peach Bowl. The Cougars
desperately want a shot at one of
the four CFP spots and a win
over the Sooners would provide
plenty of momentum as they
move forward with their 2016
season. UH has a favorable
schedule. Their only pitfalls
could come on Sept. 17 at
Cincinnati, at home on Nov. 17
against Louisville and in the
season finale on Nov. 25 at
Memphis.

If Herman’s team runs the
table and wins a second straight
American Athletic Conference
title, UH just might crack the
stranglehold the Top Five
conferences have on the CFP.

Labor Day Weekend also
marks the second week of the
high school season and moves
us one week closer to the start of
the 2016 NFL season.

Let’s take a look a closer
look at this week’s schedule and
begin making picks for the 2016
season.

NCAA

Oklahoma vs. Houston:
The big Labor Day Weekend of
college football begins at 11 a.m.
on Saturday when the Cougars
and Sooners go after it in NRG
Stadium in the Advocare Texas
Kickoff Classic in what should be
an offensive shootout. This game
will feature two of the top
quarterbacks in the nation as
UH’s Greg Ward Jr., and OU’s
Baker Mayfield put their talents
on display. Ward led Houston to
a 13-1 season in 2015 and is a
dangerous runner and passer.
Last season, he passed for
2,827 yards and 17 touchdowns
and rushed for 1,114 yards and
21 touchdowns. Mayfield led the
Sooners to the Big 12 title and a
spot in the CFP semifinals with
3,700 yards passing and 36
touchdowns. OU has a solid
backfield with two quality rushers
in Samaje Perine (1,349 yards,
16 TDs) and Joe Mixon (753
yards, 11 TDs). Houston is
counting on former Eisenhower
star Donald Catalon to handle
the rushing duties. Catalon sat
out last year after he transferred
from Texas. The key to this game
will be how well the UH defense
handles the OU running game.
UH is inexperienced on defense,
but Herman has had two strong
recruiting classes. Look for
plenty of points to be scored in
this one, but the edge goes to
OU and its more experienced
defense. Sorry Cougar fans. My
pick, Oklahoma 34, Houston 31

UCLA at Texas A&M: Texas
A&M head coach Kevin Sumlin is
hoping his team gets off to a

2016 college football
season starts off with a bang!

KEENEY’s

KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

quick start in 2016 to not only
build momentum for the rigorous
SEC schedule, but to also quiet
his critics who think his time is up
in College Station. A signature
win over one of the better teams
from the Pac 12 would be a good
start. The 16th-ranked UCLA
Bruins pay a visit to Aggieland on
Saturday and will bring with them
one of the top quarterbacks in
sophomore Josh Rosen. As a
true freshman, Rosen accounted
for 3,669 passing yards and 23
touchdowns. He will give an
improved Aggie defense a real
test right out of the box. The
A&M defense made a vast
improvement in 2015 under first-
year defensive coordinator John
Chavis and that unit might be the
strength of this year’s team. The
Aggies have the best defensive
end in the country in junior Myles
Garrett (11.5 sacks in 2015) and
a solid secondary. Garrett will
give Rosen fits on Saturday and
weather could also play a factor.
The Texas heat should work in
A&M’s favor. Offensively, the
Aggies are work in progress.
Former OU quarterback Trevor
Knight will start at quarterback
and he has a lot of experience at
wide receiver to throw to, but the
running game is inexperience.
Another OU transfer, running
back Keith Ford will be called on
to carry the load, along with
James White. Look for the A&M
defense to wear down the Bruins
in the heat as Sumlin gets a
much-needed early-season
boost. My pick, Texas A&M 33,
UCLA 28

LSU vs. Wisconsin: The
Tigers and Badgers visit Green
Bay to kick off their seasons in
what should be a game
dominated by two of the better
defenses in the country. LSU
might be without superstar
running back Leonard Fournette
(1,953 yards rushing, 23 TDs),
who suffered a leg injury in
summer camp. If he can’t go,
sophomore Derrius Guice (436
yards rushing, 3 TDs) will take
his place. Guice is a capable
backup, but he’ll be facing a
Wisconsin defense that was the
No. 1 defense in the country in
2015. The Badgers aren’t flashy.
They play old-fashioned, hard-
nosed football and playing in
state should be a plus on their
side. But LSU has a very good
defense itself, one that is big up
front and has speed all over.
Look for LSU’s overall athleti-
cism to be the difference in this
one as the Tigers earn a hard-
fought, season-opening victory.
My pick, LSU 20, Wisconsin 16

Georgia at North Carolina:
This one should supply plenty of
offense when the Bulldogs and
Tar Heels hook up in Chapel Hill.
This will be Kirby Smart’s first
game as a head coach. The
former Alabama defensive
coordinator took over the
program in January with plans on
instilling a toughness that has
been lacking in Athens for the
last few years. He inherited a
wealth of talent, led by running
back Nick Chubb (747 yards, 8
TDs in just six games). Chubb
sustained a knee injury six
games into the season, but the
year before when healthy he
rushed for more than 1,500
yards and scored 14 touch-
downs. A healthy Chubb will give
a suspect NC defense fits on
Saturday. But the Tar Heels
offense should also find the end
zone as well. A year ago, the Tar
Heels won their division in the
ACC and too Clemson down to
the wire in the ACC title game.
North Carolina has a prolific
offense, as does Georgia, so
expect the scoreboard to light up
on Saturday afternoon. Look for
Chubb to be the difference
maker in this one as the Smart
Era gets off to a nice start. My
pick, Georgia 36, North Carolina
33

USC vs. Alabama: Alabama
opens defense of its national
championship with a stern test
against a talented USC squad.
The game will be played in
Arlington at AT&T Stadium in
prime time on ABC (7 p.m.
kickoff). Some schools might be
in rebuilding mode after losing
the amount of talent ‘Bama did
from its 2015 title team, but they

just reload in Tuscaloosa. A
plethora of talent on offense has
to be replaced after running back
Derrick Henry (2,219 yards, 28
TDs) took his talents to the NFL.
Gone too is last year’s starting
quarterback, Jake Coker, who is
going to be replaced at the
moment by Cooper Bateman
(291 yards passing, 1 TD in
2015). Bateman did see some
game time last season, but after
the loss at home to Mississippi,
Saban gave the job to Coker.
Damien Harris (157 yards, 1 TD)
will replace Henry, but the
strength of the Alabama offense
will be its veteran receiving corps
led by wide receivers Calvin
Ridley (1,045 yards receiving, 7
TDs) and Adarius Stewart (700
yards receiving, 4 TDs) and
talented tight end O.J. Howard
(602 yards receiving, 2 TDs).
Howard had a huge game in the
national title tilt against Clemson,
catching five passes for 208
yards and two scores. While the
offense might struggle early, the
defense is loaded with talent and
will have to carry the load,
especially the secondary. USC
has a strong passing game, but
look for the Alabama secondary
to be up to the task come
Saturday. Alabama might
struggle early in this one, but
once they get clicking, watch out.
My pick, Alabama 24, USC 16

Notre Dame at Texas:
Charlie Strong begins his third at
the helm of the Texas program
and just as Sumlin is feeling the
heat in College Station, so too is
Strong in Austin. Strong inherited
a dilapidated program when he
took over three years ago and
has begun rebuilding in his style.
Last year he brought in a Top 10
recruiting class and is building
the program his way. Longhorn
fans should see a much-
improved team this year and one
that does not fight to be a .500
team. Texas fans will learn
quickly how far the ‘Horns have
come since last season when
they open against No. 10-ranked
Notre Dame on Sunday night
(another prime time game, 6:30
p.m. on ABC). A year ago, the
Irish embarrassed Texas in
South Bend, 38-3, but this time
around, Texas should make it a
more competitive game. The
offense is still a question mark,
especially at quarterback where
Strong will likely go with true
freshman Shane Buechele, who
enrolled in January and went
through spring drills with his new
teammates. Buechele has
quickly picked up the new
offense and appears ready for
his debut against the Fighting
Irish. Strong won’t ask the
freshman to carry the entire
offensive load. Texas has two
solid running backs in D’Onta
Freeman (672 yards rushing, 5
TDs) and Chris Warren III (470
yards rushing, 4 TDs) to carry
the load and take pressure off of
Buechele. UT will face a stern
ND defense on Sunday night, but
a defense that lost one of its
starting safeties who was
dismissed from the team for
assaulting a police officer. Five
other ND defenders were also
disciplined for off field troubles
two weeks ago. Their playing
status for Sunday night was not
known at the time this column
was published. Offensively, the
Irish will be strong with two solid
QBs in DeShone Kizer (2,880
yards passing, 21 TDs, 525
yards rushing, 10 TDs) and Malik
Zaire. Zaire was the starter in
2015 but suffered a season-
ending broken ankle in the
second game of the season.
Kizer came on to lead ND to nine
wins and a trip to the Fiesta
Bowl. Notre Dame also has a
strong running attack with the
return of Tarean Folston who
suffered a season-ending knee
injury against UT last September.
Also back is sophomore running
back Josh Adams, who had a
solid freshman season with 838
yards rushing and seven
touchdowns. Look for Texas to
be in this one into the fourth
quarter, but ND’s wealth of
offensive talent will prove to be
the difference maker. My pick,
Notre Dame 32, Texas 26

Mississippi vs. Florida
State: The first weekend of the
2016 college football season

concludes on Labor Day evening
when Mississippi takes on
Florida State in Orlando. This
should be a fun one to watch as
both teams can put points on the
board. Ole Miss is led by
quarterback Chad Kelly (4,042
yards passing, 31 TDs) who will
be breaking in a new set of wide
receivers now that former star
Laquon Treadwell has moved
onto the NFL (first round pick of
the Minnesota Vikings). There is
still enough talent in Oxford for
Allen to distribute the ball to.
He’ll face a tough FSU defense
in his first game, but he should
still make plays to benefit the
Rebels. Florida State will look to
running back Dalvin Cook (1,691
yards rushing, 20 TDs) to lead
the way in the opener after
starting quarterback Sean
Maguire went down with a
broken foot and will miss the first
month of the season. Cook will
get plenty of carries on Monday
night and the Seminoles will
need a big night from him if they
hope to upend their SEC
opponent. FSU head coach
Jimbo Fisher has done an
excellent job of stock piling blue
chip talent and he knows a win
over Ole Miss will boost his
team’s confidence and set them
up for a run at one of the four
CFP slots. My pick, Florida State
33, Ole Miss 31


