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Mustangs headed to State

The North Shore Mus-
tangs, against many odds,
have journeyed a tough
road to earn the right to
play in the state champi-
onship game, most recent-
ly defeating Converse
Judson 23-17 at NRG Sta-
dium Saturday evening.
Judson, a perennially
tough opponent, has ad-
vanced to the state semifi-
nals 18 times - a state
record. But on this day, the
Mustangs doused the
Rockets fuse with a mighty
defensive effort and the
strength of their special
teams.

The first score, and the
only score of the first quar-
ter, was a 23-yard field
goal by North Shore's kick-
er Aaron Cuevas. The de-
fense shut down the
Converse offense, aided by
a punishing defensive line
and a perfectly timed in-
terception by Eric Monroe.
In the second quarter the
Mustang offense got things
rolling, capping a drive
with a 32-yard touchdown

run by Eric Monroe, giving
the Mustangs a 10-0 lead.
But four minutes later the
Rockets scored on a 58-
yard pass. As tension
mounted, Aaron Cuevas
again answered the call,
kicking a 46-yard field goal
to give the Mustangs a lit-
tle breathing room and a
13-7 lead at the half. But
the cushion was not
enough as the Rockets
scored first in the second
half and took the lead 13-
14.

With the game in the
balance and the Rockets
holding on to their fragile
lead, Cuevas was called
upon one more time. He
sent the ball through the
uprights from 37 yards and
helped the Mustangs re-
gain the lead. The defense
held firm, frustrating the
Rockets attempts to move
the ball and score. The
linebackers were relent-
less in their pursuit of the
quarterback and never
gave him an opportunity to
throw the ball cleanly.

Eric Monroe (#11) leads the charge in the second half, carrying the banner for the Mustangs.
Monroe rushed for a 32-yard touchdown and had a key interception. He was also named
the Houston Chronicle High School Athlete of the Week for December 15.

As critical as special
teams was in scoring for
the Mustangs, it was also
key to keeping the Rockets
from scoring. North Shore

Mustangs offense failed to
get a first down. Aaron
Cuevas booted a punt that
buried the Rockets inside
the 10-yard line. Two
plays later the Mustangs
forced a fumble and Abril
Harrison picked it up at
the two-yard line. One
play later Carl Guillory
punched it in for a touch-
down, putting the Mus-
tangs up 23-14. On their
following drive, the Rock-
ets moved the ball down
the field, but the Mus-
tangs held them to an in-
consequential field goal
since the Mustangs
jumped on the ensuing on-
side kick. As the seconds
ticked off the clock, the
message for the Mustangs
was clear, “We're going to
state!”

The North Shore Mus-
tangs will take on the Aus-
tin Westlake Chaparrals
at NRG Stadium Satur-

Wil -~

and Judson punted the
ball 10 times each; howev-
er, North Shore punted for
a total of 382 yards. With
booming punts and out-

standing coverage, the
Rockets were pinned deep
in their own territory of-
ten. Late in the game, lead-
ing by two points, the

day, December 19 @ 4PM.

See SPONSORS PAGE,
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Turner elected new Houston Mayor

In a close race, Sylvest-
er Turner defeated Bill
King last Saturday to be-
come the first Houston
mayor to serve a four year
rather than a two year
term. He will need to solve
issues of pensions, pot-
holes, and policing during
his time in office.

Jubilant but concilitory
in his acceptance speech,
Turner said “Let’s every-
one put the Election be-
hind us and go to work for
a better Houston.” A final
count put 108,389 votes for
Turner, 104,307 for King.

Sylvester Turner is a
native of Acres Homes in
the Northeast, but promis-
es to represent everyone in
the city equally.

Other winners included
Chris Brown for Controller,
and Rhonda Skillern-
Jones for school board.

NORTHCHANNEL STAR PHOTOS/SPECIAL/BY ALLAN JAMAIL

Sylvester Turner with some of his supporters on stage at the Convention Center, including
Steve Costello, John Whitmire, Adrian Garcia, and Congresspersons Sheila Jackson Lee
and Al Green.

Sylvester Turner gives a Victory Wave to his
supporters last Saturday night at the George R.
Brown Convention Center.

GIVE AWAY:

San Jacinto Pilot Club
Donates Bicycle Helmets

COMMUNITY PROFILE:

Hurts named Fox Sports-
Honda Player of the Year
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Channelview Falcon quarterback Jalen Hurts was named the Fox Sports-Greater Houston
Honda Dealers Player of the Year during a special ceremony at Channelview High School
recently. Hurts led the Falcons to their first playoff berth in 22 years and he was also the
District 21-6A Most Valuable Player for the second consecutive year. He has committed to
the University of Alabama and will play for the Crimson Tide in the fall. Presenting the
award to Hurts are KRIV Fox 26 anchor Chris Stipes and Rod Hall, president of the Greater
Houston Honda Dealers.

joined the North Shore Rotary Club to donate 130 bicycles
(from Rotary) and helmets (from Pilot), assembled by
LyondellBasell, to elementary school students who had
perfect attendance in the after school program sponsored
by Harris County Precinct2Gether. Many thanks to Texas ‘h
Medical Association's Hard Hats for Little Heads for h
partnering with us to help fund the helmets. —~ -
Helmets were sponsored by
San Jacinto Pilot Club

SuemiTtep By Juue FALLN/SAN JAcinTO Piiot Clus
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Dear Santa,

I would want some
legos so I can built a
house fpr my toy cary.

Daniel Olvera, 7 years

P

Dear Santa,

How are you doing?
How is Rudoph? I have
been good. What I want

for Christmas is a
teddybear puppy, a

pigybank, and my family

* % %

Dear Santa,

thats Hot Pink.

I want a Lava Lamp
0OO0O0! and it has to be
Hot Pink and a Hot Pink
twister lamp, and
Shopkins and a Vanity

* % %

Dear Santa,

I want a new four
wheeler for Christmas. I
what a new G.I.Joe
movie. I want to see the
new Starwars, the Force
Awakes, a new toy Acion
Finger. I want a real

Jacinto Elementary around the tree. Honey Starwars Light Saber,
Jewel Age 9 and a Tazer.
wxk 8 years old Samuel
Age 8

Dear Santa,

I may be good or bad
so no toys or yes toys. I
may be mad, sad or
happy but wene I go to 3

grade I am going to make:

my mom happy. Logos
toys, mincraft plush,
starh.

* % %

Carter
Funeral

g,

***

Dear Santa,
How are you

-k e

Dear Santa,

I want a Barbie doll
with a curling iron And a
lava lamp, and shopkin
colleione, and an aamati-
can girl doll.

Ooo a hot pink big

Alberto G.E., 7 years IDear tSaxz]ta, . Home do;’ng and how the barbie doll house with a
Lyons Elementary want a Jurassic T elfldﬂfr s?and the  elevater and a gargae
Park 3, Spinosaur- thing i want for and a cumputer that is

skt

ous toy, and a Fnaf e
Bonnie plush, and a /

wishes you

christmas is a
phone, iphone,

hot pink. And a blanket
for the homeless pepoles.

Dear Santa, Godzilla toy, and o [ i .

AllI want for Christ- /%502 e / b Ha Magic book, tablet,  And just dance 2016.
mas is Jewerly, new bed toy, and a T-Rex. / f ppy fﬁfm{)’J”}’r teach- Alison
set, cable box, purse, Y 4 cr's joy, poster, Age 9

docker toy set, stuf dogie
with orbez cruch a little

and a Dragon toy,
and a Lavelu lamp.

> Holidays Vs

and colors. Have a
marry christmas.

-k

carpet and nail polish. Bh;f)'gan Hannah Dear Santa,
Lyana Rodriguez, _ I want a phone, brod
9 years-old, Age 8 (713) 455-5100 games, books, Minecraft

Lychs Elementary
o

Dear Santa,

How are you doing?
Well I'm doing fine. I was
wishing I could have an
Ninja go Lego set for
Christmas and Ninja go
Book for Christmas to by
Santa.

Adrian

I il
Best Wishes fora

RN,

\,L\‘n"

«”‘m@z\. .

legacy. Laptop, spy
copter, Monster jam.

I hope Santa give the
homeless peole get
presints on Christmas
and they get a lot of
mony. So they can have
fun.

Seth

Age 8

ok k

Dear Santa,

Healthy New Vear!

[ @ East Houston Regional Medical Center

A GAMPUS OF BAYSHORE MEDIGAL GENTER

Eight years old How are you Doing
s Santa. I want a stake-

\~__ boarding hel
g helmet, a lamp,
.,.; W)

P

and write gourd, elbow
pads, and leg gaurds. I
3 hope you have a great
Christmas. Thank you!
Ethan

Age 8

Dear Santa,

I want a bay blade,
hall palish, a lot of chap
stick. Pens with the
erasers on them.

Megan

age 8

An HCA Affiliared Hospiial
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Wishing our education
partners, district staff,
students and commumnity
members a
Merry Christinas &
Happy New Year?
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Wishing Our Community a
Healthy & Happy New Year
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Channelview ISD wishes
everyone Happy Holidays
and Best Wishes for the
New Year!

Giving Back tr Our Commaunity Since 1983
13837 Bonham Street
Houston, TX 77015
713-453-8028
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RODNEY REDFORD,
Director

o
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JOE STEPHENS

FOR JUSTICE OF THE PEACE - PCT. 3 POSITION 1

_—’_j"_':-"'_ www.\VoteloeStephens.com

Political Ad paid for by the Joe Stephens Campaign.
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SCHOOL NEWS

COMMUNITY
EVENTS

SATURDAY NIGHTS

The Buckshot
Jamboree

Enjoy Classic Country music
every Satutday night from 7 pm
- 10 pm with The Buckshot Jam-
boree at 7414 Hartman near
Old Beaumont Highway. More
info, call 281-458-0729 or 832-
444-5000.

MONDAYS
Galena Park

Senior Dance

Senior Dance is every Mon-
day at the Alvin D. Building,
1302 Keene St., Galena Park.
7 pm - 9 pm. No cover charge.
Live band Country music. Call
for more information: 713-455-
7335.

DECEMBER

North Channel
Library events

-Sat., Dec.19, Faithful Paws, 2 pm;
Pokemon Club, 3 pm.

-Mon., Dec. 21, Deussen Park’s
Traveling Naturalist, 2:30 pm.
-Tue., Dec. 22, Toddler Time,
10:30 am; Preschool Story Time,
1:30 pm; Holiday Kids Craft, 4:30
pm.

-Closes Dec. 23 at 5 pm. Opens
on Mon., Dec. 28.

Library is located at 15741
Wallisville Rd., Houston, TX.
77049. Call 281-457-1631 for
more information.

DECEMBER
Galena Park

Library events

-Tues., Dec. 292, Pictures with
Santa, 6 pm.

-Wed., Dec. 23, Storytime, 11.am.
-Closing Dec., 23 at 5 pm, opens
again on Monday, Dec. 28.
-Tue., Dec., 28, Family Movie
Time, 2 pm.

Please call the library at 713-
450-0982 for more details. The
library is located at 1500 Keene
St. Galena Park, TX. 77547.

DECEMBER

Aﬁlacinto City Library

-Sat., Dec. 19, Computer
Basics, 10:30 am; Children’s
Movie Theater, 12:30 pm.

-Tue., Dec., 22, Word,
10:30 am; Word Bésico, 4:30
pm.
-Wed., Dec., 23, Baby Time,
10:30 am; ESL Class, 12:30 pm;
libary closes at 5 pm.

-Library closed on Dec. 24,
95, 96.

Jacinto City Branch Library,
921 Akron, Jacinto City, TX.
77029. For more information
on these and other programs
at the library, please call 713-
673-3237.

Galena Park ISD

Custodian nominated

for National

LifeChanger

of the Year Award

December 3, 2015 - North
Shore Senior High School
Custodian Herman Joseph
has been nominated for the
2015-2016 national
LifeChanger of the Year
award.

LifeChanger of the Year
is a national program that
annually recognizes and re-
wards K-12 educators and
employees who are making
a significant difference in
the lives of students by ex-
emplifying excellence, posi-
tive influence and
leadership.

Mr. Joseph, who has been
a custodian at the school for
many years, assists with
every student-related event
such as dances and pep ral-
lies. He helps students be-
come connected with the
school community by giving
them opportunities to work
in the athletic concession
stand. Mr. Joseph's kindness
is evident each day. He is
often seen opening doors in
for teachers and delivering
heavy items to classrooms.
He even gives students
money when they cannot
afford lunch.

“This is completely unex-
pected,” Joseph said when
asked about the nomina-
tion. “I do those things be-
cause I love my job. I love
these students. I love this
community. This is my ex-
tended family,” he added.
North Shore Senior High
School Principal Dr. Joe
Coleman is proud to have
such a dedicated custodian
and humanitarian on his
campus. Coleman comment-
ed, “He's been here a while,
since before I was here. But
I'm glad he's on our campus.
He is such a positive exam-
ple to our kids... and our
staff. He's a hard worker, but
he does it with style and
smile.”

PORT BRIEFS

Herman Joseph

Each school year, the
LifeChanger of the Year pro-
gram receives hundreds of
nominations. Fifteen win-
ners are chosen by the se-
lection committee to receive
cash awards that are split
between the individual win-
ner and their school. The
National Grand Prize
Award is $10,000. The top
five Grand Prize Finalists
will also be honored at a na-
tional awards ceremony.

Nominees must be full-
time school or school district
employees. Award winners
are selected based on the fol-
lowing criteria:

* A proven ability to
make a beneficial difference
in the lives of students

© An ability to positively
add to the development of
the school and/or district's
atmosphere

® A leader in his or her
activities at the school and/
or district level

* A proven record of ex-
cellent performance at the
professional level

* A commitment to pro-
ducing a nurturing atmo-
sphere

© Adherence to high mor-
al and ethical standards

Winners to be announced
in spring 2016.

Port Commission
approves 2016 budget

Solid financial perfor-
mance is expected to con- tin-
ue in 2016 with projections by
the Port Au- thority of reve-
nue growth after a very
strong fis- cal 2015 in terms
of cargo tonnage. Total reve-
nues are projected to increase
by 2 percent next

year with a steady growth
in container units.

Cash flow generated in
2016 will help support a cap-
ital improvement program of

$314 million. Those capital
improvements will include
strategic projects to support
new growth opportunities,
along with recapitalization
projects and channel

projects to benefit the en-
tire Houston Ship Chan- nel.

The global economic out-
look suggests 2016 will be
slightly stronger than 2015,
with most key economies ei-
ther growing or remaining
steady during the upcoming
year.

SAN JACINTO COLLEGE
Donation from LyondellBasell enhances

training for welding students

San Jacinto College weld-
ing students have enhanced
training options, thanks to
stainless steel pipes recent-
ly donated by Lyondell-
Basell Channelview.

LyondellBasell donated
stainless steel and standard
carbon steel pipes valued at
approximately $15,000,
which will be used in train-
ing San Jacinto College
welding technology stu-
dents.

“The carbon steel pipes
will be used for training stu-
dents at every level, and the
donation of the stainless
steel pipes is especially sig-
nificant because it will be
used in training advanced
students, such as those
learning Gas Tungsten Arc
Welding,” commented Eddie
Foster, North Campus in-
dustrial technology depart-
ment chair. “To my
knowledge, it’s the largest
single donation of stainless
steel pipes the North Cam-
pus has ever received.”

Some of the donated car-
bon steel pipes have a thin
layer of rust, which most
steel acquires over time.
“Rust on the carbon steel
does not diminish the value
of the pipe for training pur-
poses,” commented Foster.
“Most things made of steel
will develop a surface layer
of rust over time, but the
rust can be easily removed
by surface grinding.”

People on hand for the pipe donation included, from left: David
Gosnay, LyondellBasell logistics and training manager; Dr. Bill
Raffetto, San Jacinto College North Campus provost; Dr. Kerry Mix,
San Jacinto College North Campus dean of business and
technology; Eddie Foster, San Jacinto College North Campus
industrial technology department chair; David Sirman,
LyondelIBasell maintenance coordinator; and Todd Monette,
LyondellBasell Channelview plant manager.

Photo by: Jeannie Peng-Armao/San Jacinto College

Stainless steel is typical-
ly around four times more
expensive than standard
carbon steel and has a dif-
ferent alloy composition, re-
quiring welders to use
different techniques. “Hav-
ing a large quantity of stain-
less steel pipe allows our
students to gain valuable
hands-on experience with
different types of metal, and
become more versatile,” he
commented. “It’s an advan-
tage for a graduate applying
for a job to have experience
welding with stainless steel.
‘We really appreciate this do-
nation from Lyondell, a
valuable industry partner

with San Jacinto College.”

David Sirman, Lyondell-
Basell Channelview main-
tenance coordinator, said
the pipe donation is a way
of giving back to the commu-
nity. “We had pipe that was
purchased for projects and
turnarounds that over a pe-
riod of time was not used,”
he said. “We were able to
reach out to San Jacinto
College and ask if they could
use it. We wanted to give
back and we were very hap-
py the College could use it.”

To learn more about
welding training at San Ja-
cinto College, please visit
sanjac.edu/career/welding-
technology.

—

Mother's Da

Multi-Culture Sisters
International, P.C.W.G.

A professional christian based women group.
y Pep Rally and Pep Seminar

. April 30, 2016

11:00a.m. - 1:00.p.m.
Bdrrétf Station, Texas

Nominate a'single parent to receive special
recognition with.a11/"2 page essay.
Tell us the reason why you are nominating this
outtanding single mom.

Submit essays to: youmattersister@yahoo.com.
DeadlineéisjJanuary 25,2016

For more information contact Clydette Baker at

713-960-2696

You Vowed to Never Marry
BB,

One woman changed everything

% PineforestJewelry.com

1141 Uvalde * Houston, Texas 77015
713.451.1321
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Crasaby, Texas
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OPINION PAGE

Yes, Virginia, There
is a Santa Claus

By FRANCIS P CHURCH,
First published in The New York Sunin 1897

We take pleasure in answering thus prominently
the communication below, expressing at the same

time our great gratification that its faithful author is

numbered among the friends of The Sun:
Dear Editor—

I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there

is no Santa Claus. Papa says, “If you see it in The

Sun, it’s s0.” Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa

Claus?
Virginia
O’Hanlon

Virginia, your
little friends are
wrong. They have
been affected by the
skepticism of a
skeptical age. They
do not believe
except they see.
They think that
nothing can be
which is not com-
prehensible by their
little minds. All
minds, Virginia,
whether they be
men’s or children’s,
are little. In this
great universe of ours, man is a mere insect, an ant,

in his intellect as compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the intelligence capable of

grasping the whole of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as
certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist,
and you know that they abound and give to your life

its highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be
the world if there were no Santa Claus! It would be as

dreary as if there were no Virginias. There would be

no childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to make

tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoy-
ment, except in sense and sight. The eternal light
with which childhood fills the world would be extin-
guished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not

believe in fairies. You might get your papa to hire

men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas eve to

catch Santa Claus, but even if you did not see Santa

Claus coming down, what would that prove? Nobody

4‘7

sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no
Santa Claus. The most real things in the world are

those that neither children nor men can see. Did you

ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not,
but that’s no proof that they are not there. Nobody
can conceive or imagine all the wonders there are
unseen and unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what

makes the noise inside, but there is a veil covering the
unseen world which not the strongest man, nor even
the united strength of all the strongest men that ever

lived could tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love,
romance, can push aside that curtain and view and

picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all

real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing
else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives and lives

forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay 10

times 10,000 years from now, he will continue to
make glad the heart of childhood.

Francis P. Church’s editorial, “Yes Virginia, There

is a Santa Claus” was an immediate sensation, and
went on to became one of the most famous editorials
ever written. It first appeared in the The New York
Sun in 1897, almost a hundred years ago, and was
reprinted annually until 1949 when the paper went

out of business.

Virginia O’Hanlon went on to graduate from

Hunter College with a Bachelor of Arts degree at age
21. The following year she received her Master’s from
Columbia, and in 1912 she began teaching in the New
York City school system, later becoming a principal.
After 47 years, she retired as an educator. Through-
out her life she received a steady stream of mail about
her Santa Claus letter, and to each reply she attached
an attractive printed copy of the Church editorial.
Virginia O’Hanlon Douglas died on May 13, 1971, at
the age of 81, in a nursing home in Valatie, N.Y.

Have A Very Merry!
You deserve the merry best.
HOFFMAN-LIU DESIGN ASSOCIATES

Gillizartibiiniim iy, Archittect
Ufiicep3Cgpi 38685t
281-328-0605 or Pager 713-518-7405

THAT DOESIT!

FROM HOWOHWE'RE '
OHNLY GONMA SHOPIN
SMALLTOWNS...

Abbott backs Cruz’s filing of
legislation addressing refugees

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott was in Washington,
D.C., on Dec. 8 to partici-
pate in a news conference
with U.S. Senator and
presidential candidate Ted
Cruz, R-Texas, who rolled
out his proposed State Ref-
ugee Security Act.

Abbott said in a Dec. 9
news release that Cruz’s
bill “gives states and gov-
ernors the tools to reject
the resettlement of a refu-
gee in that state unless
there is adequate assur-
ance that the refugee does
not present a security
risk.”

“America is a charitable
nation, but we cannot al-
low charity for some to
compromise security for
all,” Abbott said. “Congress
intended to give states a
substantial role in the ref-
ugee resettlement process.
The federal government
and resettlement agencies
have sidestepped that role.
My top priority as governor
is to keep Texas citizens
safe and this legislation
helps me do that,” he add-
ed.

Cruz’s bill, S. 2363, di-
rects the federal Office of
Refugee Resettlement to
notify the state agency re-
sponsible for coordinating
the placement or resettle-
ment of an alien refugee
not later than 21 days be-
fore the alien's arrival in
the state. The bill states
that no alien refugee shall
be placed or resettled in a
state if the governor certi-
fies to the Office of Refu-
gee Resettlement that it
has failed, in the sole de-
termination of the gover-
nor, to provide adequate
assurance that such per-
son does not present a se-
curity risk to the state.

On Nov. 25, the Texas
Catholic Conference, the
public policy voice of Tex-
as’ Catholic bishops, pub-
lished a statement, saying,
“We firmly believe that it
is possible to maintain se-
curity at home while also
welcoming refugees.”

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

TEA chief notes pas-
sage of act

Texas Education Com-
missioner Michael Will-
iams issued a statement
on Dec. 9, following Con-
gress’ final passage of the
federal Every Student
Succeeds Act, legislation
that succeeds the No
Child Left Behind Act.

Williams said the act
“represents a significant
shift in education author-
ity away from the federal
government and a return
of greater control to the
state and local level. For
Texas, this legislation
brings an end to the on-
going requests for federal
waivers made necessary
by requirements few if
any states could ever
meet.”

Sales tax revenue
decreases

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on Dec. 9
announced sales tax rev-
enue for the state in No-
vember was $2.58 billion,
down 3.3 percent com-
pared to November 2014.

“Sales tax revenue de-
clined again due to re-
duced spending in oil and
gas-related sectors,” He-
gar said. “Remittances
from other sectors, includ-
ing construction, restau-
rants and retail trade,
continued to grow. The net
decrease in sales tax re-
ceipts is in line with the
October Certification Rev-
enue Estimate.”

Furthermore, Hegar
said, he will send cities,
counties, transit systems
and special purpose tax-
ing districts $626.3 mil-
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lion in local sales tax allo-
cations for December, 3 per-
cent less than in December
2014. These allocations are
based on sales made in Oc-
tober by businesses that
report tax monthly.

DPS offers anti-theft
tips

The Texas Department
of Public Safety on Dec. 7
posted a reminder to Tex-
ans about the increased po-
tential for vehicle thefts
and burglaries during the
holiday season and advised
the public to take extra pre-
cautions, such as:

“Never leave your car
running unattended, even
for a quick visit to a busi-
ness or store. Never leave
keys in the car or ignition,
inside a locked garage, or in
hide-a-key boxes. Always
roll up your windows and
lock the car, even if it is
parked at your home. When
possible, always park in
high-traffic, well-lighted
areas.”

Also: “Install an anti-
theft device that locks the
steering wheel, column or
brakes, especially if your
vehicle is considered to be
at increased risk for theft.
Never leave personal docu-
ments, vehicle ownership
title or credit cards in your
vehicle. Always keep valu-
ables or property hidden
out of sight or locked in the
trunk” and more.

TxDOT calls for sober
rides

Texas Department of
Transportation’s “Plan
While You Can” campaign,
launched Dec. 7, urges par-
tygoers to plan for a sober
ride now through Jan. 1.

The campaign, which
runs in tandem with an in-
crease in Texas DPS patrols
and enforcement, includes
a statewide tour featuring
an interactive dodge ball
game that uses custom
gaming technology to rep-
licate the effects of alcohol
on a person’s reflexes.

For more information,
visit SoberRides.org.

& Applications/Hearings/Appeals
& Immediate Access to

54" We Strive For Quick

. & Free Consultation
CALL TODAY FOR IMMEDIATE HELP!
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OPINION

Give the
‘Write’ Gift
this Holiday
Season

(NAPSI)—Many
families have found
that letting little ones
write letters to Santa
can end up as a big gift
to their parents.

That’s because it not
only gets kids into the
holiday spirit, but it’s a
great way to improve
their writing skills,
boost creativity and
help them with their
schoolwork for years to
come.

Here are seven ways
to get kids writing:

1. Use fun writing
tools. Choose—or
create—decorative
writing paper and pick
pens, pencils or high-
lighters, bright colors
or clever designs.

2. If they’re writing
to Santa, encourage
them to send more
than just a list of toys.
Have them tell Santa a
bit about themselves—
where they go to school
and what they like to
do. When they tell
Santa how good they’ve
been this year, have
them include examples,
such as tying a sibling’s
shoes or helping Mom
and Dad clean the
house.

3. Older children
who’d rather not write
to Santa can still create
a Christmas list for

themselves as well as a
list of what they intend

to get for others.

4. Write out holiday
cards. Let family and
friends know how
you've been and that
you're thinking about
them. Children can
even draw pictures on
the card if there’s room.

5. Create place cards
for holiday dinner.
Write out each guest’s
name and add a small
drawing.

6. Write thank-you
notes. This is an
important time of year
to be thankful for all
the gifts your child
receives. Thank-you
notes are a way for
your kids to show their
appreciation.

7. Give the gift of
writing. BIC Pencils
and Pens make terrific
presents and stocking
stuffers.

BIC is on a mission
to save handwriting
and you can join their
mission-for more
information, visit
wwwBI i

Win...No Award [ No Fee
All Cases Considered

Experienced Personnel

Claim Approval
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Charles Lee Bederka

Charles Lee Bederka 84
of Crosby, Texas passed
away December 7, 2015.
Charles was born on May
18, 1931 in Dayton, Texas
to Antone and Mary (Zava-
da) Bederka. Charles
served his country and was
honorably discharged from
the United States Army.

Charles worked as a
machinist in the petro-
chemical industry for
many years and in his
spare time he enjoyed
hunting, fishing, working
outdoors and spending
time with his family and
friends.

Charles was very strong
and easy going man who
will be missed by all who
knew him. He is preceded
in death by parents; wife,
Doris Bederka and daugh-
ter, Liz Skrla.

Charles is survived by
his brother, Curtis Beder-
ka; brother, Jimmy Beder-
ka; sister, Louise;
grandsons, Wes Skrla and
Kevin Skrla; son-in-law,
Pat Skrla; nieces: Viola
Stubbs, Mary Ackerman,
Penny Ackerman, Mildred
BeBee and Sandra Arse-
ment; and many other rel-

atives and friends. A visi-
tation for family and
friends will be held on Fri-
day, December 11, 2015
from 5pm-8pm with a ro-
sary at 7pm. Funeral ser-
vices will be held on
Saturday, December 12,
2015 10am at Sterling-
‘White Funeral Home with
burial following at Ster-
ling-White Cemetery.

Services have been en-
trusted to Sterling-White
Funeral Home 11011 Cros-
by-Lynchburg Rd. High-
lands, Texas 77562.

To send the family con-
dolences please visit
www.sterlingwhite.com

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

S

Dear Santa,

How are you doing?
How is Misses Claus
doing? How are your
raindeer doing? I hope
you are all doing good.
Know I want to tell you
want [ want for Chris-
mas. First I want a
Barbie Dream house an
aitset a new trampolean
and that all. I LOVE
Chrismass!!!!

Jozie

Age 8

e

Dear Santa,

What I want for
Christmas is Beats, new
phone, new tablet, a new
colering boock. a new
bike, forwiller, stuff
animals, Electric scooter,
trapoleen.

Mra

Age 9

Dear Santa,

How are you doing? I
think this year I have
been a good kid. This
year all I want is a
shopkin and a toy. I will
leave a lot of cookies out
for you and some apple
slices for your raindeer
and a full apple for
Rudeoff. Please one more
wish send my graet
grandma and my graet
grampa for Xmas.

Desiree

I'm8

*ok e

Letters to Santa

Dear Santa,

How are you this
year? I have been a good
boy this year. I know
that I can’t have a
hoverboard. I want flat
bills, Nerf guns, playma-
tion, and more. Have a
safe trip here. Merry
Christmas. Ho Ho Ho.

Callem

Age 8

* ok

Dear Santa,

How are you doing
Santa? I am doing fine in
school. I know that
Christmas is coming up
so I wish you can get me
this for Christmas
please. I would like a
Wiiu, a Lego set, a
pokeman plushies and
more time with my whole
family and last is spend
time with all my cousins.
I hope you can get that
for me Santa?

hope you are doing good.
I hope I get what I want
this is what I want

Kids asks Santa & Mrs. Clause for joy, gifts and peace last
weekend in Crosby

-k —

Dear Santa,
How is your year? I

xBox
and computer
if you do thank you.

Dear Santa,

How are you? I have
ben rill good. the first
thing I want to be togeter
as a famley. And a
dairway. And shopkins.
And mocup. And a big
monster hight big doll.

Luis
8 years old

* % %

Dear Santa,

How are you? How is
Roudolph is he weel? I'm
doing good, I ben doing
good. Wahte I wante for
Christmas is a xboxoeh
and Jarisstik World lego
sets and star wars.

Mt. Rose Church The City of Refuge, Inc. invites you
to their Christmas Eve Candlelight service, Thursday,
December 24, 2015 at 6pm at The City of Refuge Plaza -
12028 Crosby Lynchburg, Crosby TX 77532.

Mt. Rose Church invites you to join us for hot choco-
late and wassail as we celebrate the birth of Christ dur-
ing an outdoor community candlelight service on

Christmas Eve.

For more information, contact Mt. Rose Church at
(phone) 281-328-1314, (email) mtrose@mtrosecogic.org

or visit online at www.mtrosecogic.org.

WESTON COTIEN, ATTORNEY

Dear Santa,
How are the rain-

want a phone but don’t
tell my mom please. I

Mario game pleas. by
pleas and thank you.
Hagen
Age 8

deer’s doing? and you? I

want a Wii with the new

Benjamin Good bye. Collin
Age 8 Gaige-Lyn Age 8
Age 8
* ok * ok ok
Dear Santa, HAE Dear Santa,
How are you? I Dear Santa,

missed you so much. I
have been a little good
but please can you get
me a Areil Lego set for
Chrismas and help my
dad to come home happy
this month! Please.

Bryce

Age 8

*ok

How are you doing? I
have been great this
year. It’s almost Christ-
mas and I want a phone,
scooter, pens and
markers and most of all
is to see everyone in my

How is Roudolph
doing and how are you
doing? I hope you are
doing good. And I want a
laremcy roualoson
starter and I would like a
boy elf on the shef and I
Love You.

BAYTOWN
281-421-5774

SPECIALIZATION

5223 Garth Rd.

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

LITTLE

BIDDY BITS
By Danny Biddy

Dear Santa,

How are you're elf’s
are they good? I'v been
real good so I have three

Your ad could be here
Just $10 a week.
Call 281-328-9605 to
find out more information.

When my oldest son
was about three years
old, he could "read."

The Little Red Car

thigs for Christmas I
want a 1. wiiu 2. Mario
kart 8 3. yoishi Wooly
World. thank you Santa.

family.
an;{la{elyn Z?:};n
Nine years old
THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive  281-576-5040

Open M -F 8 AM - 5:30 PM
A-AUTOMOTIVE

Chris Arnold-Owner - 281-385-1782
2926 FM 565, Montf Belvieu, Tx 77580

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS

P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX
281-328-6220

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS

14443 FM 1409 281-576-5788

Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM
281-328-7311
510 Church Street Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL
SPECIALIZATION

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in
those who take advice.

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat8a.m.-1p.m.

KWIK KAR OIL & LUBE

Operated By Chris & Jennifer
Arnold
11525 Eagle Drive
281-385-LUBE (5823)

Because we read his
favorite book, The
Little Red Car, so
often, he could tell you
every word of the story.
There was another
book we made sure
became a favorite of his
and his younger
brother, The Bible.
There was another
story both he and his
younger brother could

I love you!
"read" to us at a very John
early age. It went like 8 years old
this:
"For unto to you was o
born this day in the Dear Santa,

city of David, a Savior
who is Christ, the
Lord." (Luke 2:11)

Danny R. Biddy,
Pastor of the Church on

Old River since 1977. manana.
enna
www.oldriverbaptist.com Age 8

How are you doing? I
hope you are doing
grate. I have been
thinking what I have
whaned for Crismas. I
whant make up, shrit,
pants, and being with

STERLING ~ WHITE

Fuserar Hose & CEMETERY

“A Tradition of Excellence Since IS4"

Fellzt’uavldad Prospero afio y Fellcldadm

St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church

All Invited to Worship with Us

SUNDAY  Holy Eucharist Rite Il 9:00 am
SUNDAY Coffee Hour  10:00 am
Spanish Service/Holy Eucharist  11:00 am

13125 INDIANAPOLIS ST., HOUSTON, 77015
sttimsinhouston.com

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

ROOF LEAKING

Call Mr. Roofer

1-844-WET ROOF
1-844-938-7663
All Roof Types Repairs 281-452-0000

WOODFOREST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Come Join our Church Family
Worship: 10 a.m.
Fellowship Follows
Sunday School Classes for all
ages 11:15 a.m.

15220 Wallisville Rd.,
Houston, 77049

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage
and be strong.

1 Corinthians 16:13

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the
elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32
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What to look for from a
financial advisor

There’s a lot to know
about investing, so it’s a
good idea to get some pro-
fessional help. But with so
many financial advisors
out there, how can you
choose one that’s right for
you?

You may have to inter-
view several prospective
financial advisors before
deciding on one. When you
talk to them, see if you can
get a sense of how they
might work with you. Spe-
cifically, try to answer the
following questions:

Does this financial advi-
sor ...

... Understand you? Per-
haps above all else, you
want a financial advisor
who will take the time to
get to know you and your
family, your goals and
what’s important to you.

... Clearly explain in-
vesting? Once you enter
the investment world, you
will likely be curious about
it. Why is diversification
important? What’s a mar-
ket correction? How do in-
terest rate movements
affect different invest-
ments? You will want to
work with someone who
will make the effort to ed-
ucate you on investment
topics and answer all your
questions.

... Know your invest-
ment style? Obviously,
you'll want someone who
will recommend only those
investments that are in
your best interest and that
can help you make
progress toward your
goals. Therefore, the per-
son you choose needs to

ASK THE EXPERT

By Edward Jones

understand your invest-
ment personality — that is,
whether you are an aggres-
sive, moderate or conserva-
tive investor.

... Have a certain in-
vestment philosophy? You
may have your own invest-
ment style and preferenc-
es — and so do many
financial advisors. In fact,
some financial advisors
have an overriding invest-
ment philosophy that gov-
erns many of their
recommendations. You
need to find this out before
you start working with
someone.

... Communicate fre-
quently? The most knowl-
edgeable financial advisor
in the world won’t be of
much help to you if he or
she is not a good commu-
nicator. You need someone
who will regularly let you
know if you're on track or
make suggestions if you're
not — even if you aren’t
scheduled to meet for a
while. And, speaking of
conferring with your finan-
cial advisor, you’ll want
someone who will meet
with you when it’s conve-
nient for you, whether it’s
in person or over the
phone.

... Avoid making big
promises? You want a fi-
nancial advisor with the
expertise and experience
necessary to help you

www.edwardjones.com

If You’re Leaving Your Employer,
Do You Know Your 401(k)

Options?

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your
401(k), including leaving the money in your former
employer’s plan, moving it to your new employer’s plan,
rolling it over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA)
or cashing out the account subject to tax consequences.
‘We can help you review your options so that you can
select the one that’s best for you. If you decide to roll it
over to an Edward Jones IRA, we can help.

To learn more, call or visit your financial
advisor today.

make the right moves. And
you’ll want someone com-
mitted to your success. But
there’s a big difference be-
tween someone who prom-
ises to do the best possible
job for you and someone
who promises big results.
Be wary of financial advi-
sors who claim they can
consistently achieve high
returns for you — there are
very few guarantees in the
investment world.

... Explain how he or
she will be compensated?
Financial advisors get paid
in various ways, often in
some combination of fees
and commissions. Ask all
potential financial advi-
sors how they get compen-
sated; any reputable
professional will be up-
front about his or her
charges.

By finding the answers
to these key questions, you
should be able to find a fi-
nancial advisor who is
well-suited to work with
you. So take the time you
need to gather enough in-
formation to feel confident
in your choice. After all,
you're enlisting the help of
someone who can have a
big impact on your finan-
cial future.

This article was written
by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones
6830 E Sam Houston
Pkwy N, Suite 150

Houston, TX 77049

281-436-0396

Diamond Jim: "What is your

Thatis easy, ... itis “My Christ-
mas Eve” by Bob Welsh...

My Christmas Eve
By Bob Welsh

The
hour's
late,
should go
to bed
Near
midnight |
believe
But mem-
ories
keep me wide awake

This snowy Christmas Eve

Yes, memories of my kids moved
on

Each has their separate life

And how the holidays have
changed

Since angels took my wife

The toys, the food, the Christmas
cheer

My wife would bear the load
Because | work most holidays
State Trooper on the road

Just sitting in my easy chair

So many years retired

I reminisce of times gone by

And all that has transpired

Of all the many happenings

That seem to come to light

A multitude of them
occurred_Right on this very night
A drunken woman in a wreck
Died on Christmas eve

Leaves memories of a tragic
case

Most people won't believe

I'had to drive to where she lived
To tell her next of kin

And found the rundown mobile
home

She had been living in

The person answering the door

| still recall today

Alittle girl about four years old
She said "I'm Sue McKay"

| asked her if her dad was home
And felt the longest pause

She said "My daddy ran away"
"You must be Santa Claus"

favorite Christmas
> story?”

ASK DIAMOND JIM

"My mommy said you'd come
tonight"

"If I just stayed in bed"

"And bring a pretty doll for me"
"That's what my mommy said"

| broke the law that Christmas
Eve

Did not call child's care

They'd merely put her in a room
And that | could not bear

| picked her up and took her
home

My wife tucked her in bed

And wrapped a pretty doll for her
Just like her mommy said
Adopted by a loving home

And soon they moved away

| won't forget that Christmas Eve
And little Sue McKay

Another bitter Christmas Eve
Ablizzard to behold

Had left a family in a ditch

Just trapped there in the cold
By grace of God | spotted them
All cold and gaunt with fright

| drove them to a motel room_To
safely spend the night

One Christmas Eve a homeless
man

Shivering and wet

Was trying hard to get a ride

I'm sure he'd never get

| picked him up and drove him
To a diner on the hill

To warm his bones | left him with
afive dollar bill

Strange how when you're all
alone

What memories you recall

Your think of everything you've
done

And was it worth it all

I think about my God, my job
My children and my wife

Would | do it all the same_Could
| re-live my life

Then comes a knock upon my
door

This late who could it be

A neighbor or has Santa Claus

Come to visit me

The figure standing in the cold
Gives me a sudden fright

A trooper with that solemn look
Dear God, who has died tonight
I'm flashing back to bygone

years
How I'd often stood

On someone’s porch to bring
them news

And it was never good

Is this how life gets back at me
For misery I've induced

Where pain I've caused some
other folk

Has now come home to roost
But looking in the troopers eyes
My mind is in a whirl

| see a pleasant countenance
The trooper is a girl

She reached and smiled to
shake my hand

And silence wasn't broke

Until a tear rolled down her
cheek

And then she softly spoke

"I'm sure you don't remember
me"

"But thought I'd stop and say”
"God bless you on this Christmas
Eve"

"I'm Trooper Sue McKay"

You can hear Bob Welsh tell this
story...go to http://
www.pineforestjewelry.com/
articles/my-christmas-eve-by-
bob-welsh.

Diamond Jim is a diamond deal-
er and precious metals broker of
NTR Metals. See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com. J
If you have questions pertaining
to jewelry, watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious met-
als, and other questions related
to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjiewelry.com.
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Michael VWilllams
Financial Advisor

6830 E Sam Houston Pkwy N
Suite 150
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281-436039%
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Call 281-328-9605

Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in
our FOUR newspapers, with a combined
circulation of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on
your AD. Rates start at only $16 for 20 words.

A bargain!
I I I
FOR SALE GARAGE SALE , y Where can LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
—— = | Imagine The Difference You Can Make | pick
SAILBOAT: NEW LARGE ESTATE SALE‘ pickup a
PEARSON KENNEL 1903 Kilgore Lane in Star- PUBLIC NOTICE:
231979 in the water ~ $200 for large dog. Dreocs % &826 9 a;"; Courier? Cellco Partnership, and its controlled affiliates
at Watergate Marina ~ 281-426-2690. 5om ' i * doing business as Verizon Wireless, proposes to
in Clear Lake. 492 | 100 " . " ] ' HIGHLANDS: build a 151_foot Monopole Telecommunications
713-977-2555. ey Library Tower at Barbers Hill Road, Highlands, Harris
i " FREE TOWING Food Town County, Texas 77562 (29° 50 32.33'N, 95° I’
R | TAX DEDUCTIBLE Community 12.36"W). Anticipated lighting application is
SERVICES RENT/LEASE HELP WANTED Center g)eddlurlncmtenmy_duql redc/whlte_ sFrob(ertgre
_ ederal Communications Commission
————eeee .. —— H 'ta .y Backdraft Rest. ns L0
Woodforest Bank Antenna Structure Registration (ASR, Form 854)
TWORENTAL  EXPERIENCED eritage \ : o :
. ) . Conoco Station iling number is A0984219. ENVIRONMENTAL
Expenenoed grobperl‘\es: 12 éﬂ;‘; :i;g;izgﬁizf for lheB[‘l‘nd % Post Office EFFECTS - Interested persons may review the
Video erdoom, ' = tside) application (www.fcc.gov/asr/applications) by
bath house. AND cated in Baytown. (outside - A |
he filing number. Environmental
Photographer | 3 bedroom, 2 172 Late Model cars ~ entering t g N r
il batheto‘:\?notzrt]:use. knowledge essential Help Preven Blindness CROSBY: concerns may be raised by filing a Request for
Spec_la izes Great location in  With own tools. Good (et A Visen Sesning Annuly Library Environmental Review (www.fcc.gov/asr/
in Crosby. pay & benefits. - . - Community environmentalrequest); online filings are strong-
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STATE FINAL PLAYOFF
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SAT. DEC. 12 -NORTH SHORE 23,
CONVERSE JUDSON 17

Aaron Cuevas (#86) scored nine cntlcal points for the
Mustangs on three field goals and pinned the Rockets deep
in their own territory with his booming punts.
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Tel: (713) 450-0025 10722 1-10 East Freeway
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Abril Harrison (#47) rbs the football after the Rockets
fumble on their own two-yard line.
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Chemical Spacialist
o Business Since 1984
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