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Senior
Market Day

Market Day will be Sat-
urday, February 17, 2016
from 10 am – 2 pm at Gray-
son Community Center,
13828 Corpus Christi, Hous-
ton, TX 77015.

Get great information &
learn about new products!

Free screenings, health-
care, senior products, jew-
elry, crosses, handmade
quilts, stained glass, yard art,
woodwork, candles, make-
up,  children’s toys, cloth-
ing & much more!

F O R  I N F O R M A T I O N
CALL: 713-274-2352

There will be also Door
prizes, silent auction, con-
cessions and much more!

Sponsored by
Precinct2gether Senior

Program 501(c)3 non-prof-
it organization. Commission-
er Jack Morman, Harris
County Precinct 2.

Houston Rodeo presented at Chamber Luncheon

San Jacinto River meeting explores ways
to spend $10 million settlement funds

HIGHLANDS – The
San Jacinto River Coali-
tion, and the Galveston
Bay Foundation, held a
joint meeting last Tuesday
night, to hear details of the
State’s plans to use the set-
tlement money from the
lawsuit against the compa-
nies that created the Tox-
ic Waste Pits in the river.

Representative from the
Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, Ted Holling-
sworth and Jim Murphy,
reviewed the history of the
Waste Pits, and then dis-
cussed how the state’s

Ted Hollingsworth,
Texas PWD

Almost 100 residents of property along the San Jacinto River turned out to hear two representatives
from the Texas Parks and Wildlife, and Jackie Young of the San Jacinto River Coalition.

See San Jac RIVER,
page 6

San Jacinto River
Waste Pits
Superfund Site
(SJRWP) meeting

  The U.S. EPA will con-
duct a SJRWP Open House
meeting on Wednesday,
February 17, 2016 at 6:30 at
the Martin L. Flukinger Com-
munity Center, 16003 Loren-
zo Street, Channelview, Tex-
as.

The informal meeting is
to update the community on
the EPA’s remediation pro-
cess, ongoing studies and
recent events at the site lo-
cated at the west bank of
the San Jacinto River direct-
ly north of the I-10 Bridge.

Agency Officials will also
update residents on upcom-
ing activities, the site sched-
uled and what to expect
next.

I f  you have speci f ic
needs or questions, please
contact EPA Community In-
volvement at 1-800-533-
3508.

North Shore Mustangs honored

PHOTO BY ALLAN JAMIAL
Congressional and State Resolutions noting the successful season are presented to North Shore Head Foorball Coach Jon Kay and the 2015 State
Champion North Shore football team by Congressman Gene Green Staff member Jorge Maldonado and State Representative Ana Hernandez last
Thursday at the Galena Park Football Stadium.

By Allan Jamail
Special to the NC STAR

February 4, 2016 the
celebration continued this
past Thursday at Galena

Park ISD Football Stadium
for the North Shore Mus-
tangs football team after
claiming the Class 6A, Di-
vision I championship with
OT win over Austin West-

lake.
It was the December 19,

2015 state championship
final at NRG Stadium the
Galena Park North Shore
Mustangs (East Side) (13-

3) beat the Austin West-
lake Chaparrals (14-2) 21-
14 in overtime to win the
Class 6A Division I cham-
pionship.

Thursday before a

packed home team bleach-
er of fans, family and elect-
ed officials the Mustang

See MUSTANGS
HONORED, p. 4

AL REESE, Houston Rodeo speaker at the North
Channel Chamber luncheon.

The North Channel
Chamber was informed
about the Houston Live-
stock Show & Rodeo at
their monthly luncheon,
last Friday, Feb. 5th.

The speaker from the
Rodeo was Al Reese. Reese
is a financial advisor with
Integrity Growth Group,
and a director of Integrity
Bank. He has been associ-
ated with the Houston Ro-
deo, its new name, since
1986.

Reese spoke about the
history of the Rodeo, eco-
nomic impact that the Ro-
deo has on Houston, and
the scholarship program
for youth.

Last year the Rodeo
awarded $25 million in
scholarships, to over 700
students in various catego-
ries of competition. Schol-
arships are now $18,000
each student, spread over

a 4 year period. To qualify,
you must be attending a
Texas High School, and
plan to go to a Texas col-
lege or university, or com-
munity college.

Applications for next
year’s scholarships are due
Feb. 8th, and Reese urged
every student to apply.

The Rodeo has 100 full
time employees, and over
32,000 volunteers that
work to make the Rodeo a
yearly success.

The Houston Rodeo is
made up of many different
activities, Reese said.
These include 13 trail
rides, of which the first was
in the 1950s. Also, there is
a World Champion BBQ
competition for 3 days,
starting Feb. 26. The pub-
lic is welcome.

The Rodeo will start
March 1st, and continue
through March 20. Each

night there is a livestock show, rodeo
events, and  world class entertain-
ment. Popular entertainers this year
include Miranda Lamber, Pitbull,
and Keith Urban on the last night.

Other activities during the Rodeo
include a 5K/10K Fun Run, a parade
downtown the Saturday before the
opening, a carnival, a wine tasting
competition, and the Art auction.
Over the years, 200,000 students
have entered the art auction.

The Livestock show includes com-
mercial and youth shows, and the
grand champion animals are sold at
auction. Last year the GC Steer was
sold for about $300,000 of which the
exhibitor receives a portion for his
scholarship and expenses. Reese not-
ed how this has changed over the
years, the first GC Steer sold for
$500.

Another popular event is the Calf
Scramble, where young students at-
tempt to capture calfs running
around in the arena. There are 16
calfs, and 16 out of 32 competitors
receive $2000 for their efforts.

STATE CHAMPIONS DIVISION I - 6A
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SHOP IN THE COMMUNITY FOR THE COMMUNITY

A/C Parts  •  Air Filters
1015 Uvalde Rd., Houston, TX 77015

713-451-8800
Hours: 8 am - 7 pm Mon. thru Sat.

In The House
Ministries
-- Resale Shop
-- Estate Sales
--LIQUIDATION SALE,
EVERYTHING
MUST GO

12611-C Woodforest Blvd,
Houston TX 77015

713-545-2921  •  drjcglenn@sbcglobal.net

UPS Shipping/DHL Shipping/Mailboxes/
Copying/Notary/Faxing/Packaging/Digital

Printing/PLUS SO MUCH MORE

15634 Wallisville Rd. #800
Houston, Texas 77049

281-457-1006
www.theupsstorelocal.com/6204

HOURS:
M-F 9am-7pm
Sat: 9am-5pm
Sun: CLOSED

Chandler Westmoreland
On Your Side Certified
Agency Owner
The Chandler Westmoreland Agency
Nationwide Insurance

13018 Woodforest Blvd. Ste. P
Houston, TX 77015

Tel 713-330-3900
Fax: 713-330-3888
westmoc@nationwide.com

Mention this ad
and receive FREE

delivery (5-10 mile
radius)

NEW LOCATION: 10722 I-10 EAST
(between Mercury & Holland)

Financing Available

713-450-0025
Se habla Español

Call Today and Get Your Carpets
Looking Like New.

Don’t Settle for Less than the Best
3 ROOMS Cleaned
& Deodorized
SPECIAL OFFER
$95 Average room
size 240sf
Basic Cleaning
only

$99 SOFA AND
LOVESEAT
Does not include
sectional
LIMITED TIME OFF
OFFER
$75 RUGS
CLEANING

NATIONAL SIGNING DAY

$5.00 OFF
Reg.Service Oil Change
EXP 4/30/2016

720 SHELDON RD.
Channelview, TX.77530
281-457-LOJO (5656)

Family owned and Operated Since 1994

CRISELDA SALINAS
Farmers Insurance
918 Mercury Dr., Ste 4
Houston, TX. 77029
832-830-8987

Mon - Fri: 9 am - 6 pm
Se habal Español

• Car • Home • Auto • Life • Business •
Commercial • And much more

RESTAURANT
GUIDE

Great Food, DIne In Or
Take Out

Hours: Mon- Frid 6 am - 2 pm
Saturday 7 am - 1 pm
Closed Sunday
We Deliver to Business

Rosa Pfitzner
Owner

1414 Sheldon Rd.
Channelview, TX 77530
281-452-1534

Family Owned
and Operated

Since 1967

927 Mercury Drive
Houston, TX 77029

PH: 713-673-9161
FAX: 713-673-7339

DAILY SPECIALS
Mon-Thu 11am-9pm    Fri & Sat 11am-10pm    Sun 11am-8pm

Heavenly
Choices

Restaurant
•Wedding, Birthday &
  Special Events Cakes
•Cupcakes & Cake Pops
•Signature delicious “German   Butter” icing

Catering & Dining since 200
3810 Cavalcade, Houston, TX. 77026

832-771-7877

R & K Barbecue
Slice It - Dice It.

Anyway you like it.

Hours: Tues-Thur. 11am-8pm
Fri-Sat 11am-9pm

Closed Sunday & Monday
Catering & Phone Orders Welcome

713 -455 -MEAT  (6328)713 -455 -MEAT  (6328)713 -455 -MEAT  (6328)
Ronald 713-851-1214
rdbbq1@yahoo.com

911 Normandy, Suite A, Houston 77015
10% OFF  TOTAL  ORDER WITH AD10% OFF  TOTAL  ORDER WITH AD10% OFF  TOTAL  ORDER WITH AD

DAILY SPECIALS
Monday

20 Boneless $9.99
Tuesday

2 for 1 Bone-In
12611 Woodforest @ Normandy,

Houston, TX 77015
Direct: 713-330- WING (9464)

In front of family, friends, coaches and teammates, nine athletes from North Shore Senior
High School signed letters of intent on National Signing Day, February 3, 2016: Front row
(l/r): Zafir Murphy - Texas Southern University; Eric Monroe - Louisiana State University;
Maciah Long - University of Kansas; Andrew Hyacinth - McNeese State University; and
Leaundre Dever - Texas A&M - Kingsville.
Back row (l/r): Jacory Nichols - Harding University; Anthony Phillips - Texas Southern
University; Vince Sebo - GPISD Athletic Director; Dominic DeRiggi - Texas Southern University;
and Cameron Brown - Texas A&M - Kingsville.

At Galena Park High School, Richard Conyer participated in National Signing Day on February
3, 2016.  He committed to play football for Henderson State University in Arkansas. He is in
the center, picture with Head Coach David Handal (left) and Principal Tony Gardea (right).

Mustangs sign letters of intent Yellow Jacket signs letter of intent
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SCHOOL & COMMUNITY

BEAUTY & BARBER  -  HEALTH & FITNESS
“The Perfect Combination”

REAL ESTATE GUIDE
Buy, Sale or List...We Got You Covered!

The Buckshot Jamboree
Enjoy Classic Country music every Saturday night from 7

pm - 10 pm with The Buckshot Jamboree at 7414 Hartman
near Old Beaumont Highway. More info,  call 281-458-0729
or 832-444-5000.

Galena Park Senior Dance
Senior Dance is every Monday at the Alvin D. Building,

1302  Keene St., Galena Park. 7 pm - 9 pm. No cover charge.
Live band Country music. Call for more information: 713-
455-7335.

North Shore Senior Dance
Monthly dance is the 2nd Thursday, Feb. 11, from 1 - 4

pm at the Grayson/Baldree Building, Corpus Christi street.
Live bands and refreshments. Cost is $ 5/per person. For
more information call 713-455-3660.

San Jacinto Pilot Club
The Club meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at the

Mr. Gatti’s on Uvalde at noon.

North Channel Library events
-Saturday, Feb. 13, 11-12:30 pm, Ask A Lawyer.
-Tue., Feb. 16, 10:30 am, Toddler Time; 1:30 pm, Pre-

school Story Time.
-Thur., Feb. 18, 10:30 am, Baby Time; 12 pm, AARP Tax

Help.
-Sat., Fb. 20, 2 pm, Faithful Paws.
Library is located at 15741 Wallisville Rd., Houston, TX.

77049. Call 281-457-1631 for more information on other
programs.

GP/JC Rotary Club Golf Tournament
The Galena Park/Jacinto City Rotary Club is hosting its 14th

Annual Golf Tournament with proceeds to benefit deserving Ga-
lena Park High School Students. February 29, Monday, at Texaco
Golf Club, 12800 Texaco Rd., Houston 77013, 8am registration,
9am Shotgun start, 4 person scramble, par is your friend, longest
drive and closest to the pin, included in registration fee of $ 100
per player which also includes 1/2 cart.

Trophies for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place, 1st and 2nd flights.  Hole
Sponsorships available for $100. and donations requested for
"goody bags", raffle items, and "general" sponsorship for $100-
sponsors help make college dreams come true for Galena Park
High School.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Johnson & Wales Uni-
versity, a globally re-
nowned leader in culinary
education with campuses
in Providence, Rhode Is-
land; Miami, Florida; Den-
v e r ,  C o l o r a d o ;  a n d
Charlotte, North Carolina
recently awarded Galena
Park High School culinary
a r t s  s t u d e n t s  w i t h
$128,000 in scholarships.
R i t a  P e r e z  r e c e i v e d
$40,000 to pursue a bach-
elor of science degree in
Baking and Pastry, and
Christian Cardenas will
seek a Bachelor of Culi-
nary Arts with the $44,000

The North Channel Area Chamber of Commerce honored three
Channelview ISD students and one junior high educator at the
Chamber’s monthly luncheon on February 5. The honorees were,
from left, Jaih Broussard of Aguirre Junior High, Francisco
Casteneda Jr. of Alice Johnson Junior High, Zachary Sowell of
Channelview High School and Alice Johnson eighth grade Pre-
Algebra teacher Neiman Owens.

GALENA PARK ISD:
University awards $128,000
in scholarships to Culinary
Arts students

Pictured (l/r): Chef Vasso Espinosa, Christian Meza, Rita Perez, Marty
Stout of Johnson & Wales, and Christian Cardenas.

he was awarded; both stu-
dents will attend the Den-
ver, Colorado campus.
Christian Meza will attend
Johnson & Wales Univer-
sity in Miami, Florida.  He
plans to obtain a bachelor
of science in Business Ad-
ministration and Interna-
tional Business with his
$44,000 in scholarships.
Chef Vasso is elated each
student was not only ac-
cepted to this prestigious
culinary program, but also
awarded a substantial
scholarship to help pursue
their career goal.

Melba Lara
Owner/REALTOR

779 Normandy, Suite 120, Houston, Texas, 77015
Office: 713-451-1733 • Fax: 713-451-0467
Mobile: 713-451-7082, mlara@remax-east.com

Each office independently Owned and Operated

Claudine Blackshire
REALTOR/Top Producer
779 Normandy, Suite 120
HOUSTON, TX. 77015
Office:713-451-1733
Direct:713-333-8016
Cell: 832-206-7108
claudiablackshire@yahoo.com

Each office independently Owned and Operated

Chamber honors CISD
students, educator

At the 2016 GPISD Spelling Bee, the top competitors from each
elementary and middle school gathered to see who would
become the GPISD spelling champion. After many grueling rounds,
Edelene Gomez (pictured  left), a seventh grader from Galena
Park Middle School, spelled “calamity” correctly to claim the
victory. She will represent GPISD in the Houston Public Media
Spelling Bee on April 2, 2016 at 2PM, which will be aired live on
PBS and streamed at www.houstonpublicmedia.org/spellingbee.
The runner up, Diana Delosa (pictured right) from Tice Elementary,
is the alternate for the citywide spelling bee.

Galena Park ISD
Spelling Bee Winner

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar
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LIFESTYLE

Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS
P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX

281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565, Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

I CUT YARDS
large & small

832-398-9135
Jay

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m.-1p.m.

KWIK KAR OIL & LUBE

Operated By Chris & Jennifer
Arnold

11525 Eagle Drive
281-385-LUBE (5823)

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church

All Invited to Worship with Us

SUNDAY    Holy Eucharist Rite II     9:00 am
SUNDAY                    Coffee Hour     10:00 am
Spanish Service/Holy Eucharist        11:00 am

13125 INDIANAPOLIS ST., HOUSTON, 77015

sttimsinhouston.com

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive    281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

WOODFOREST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Come Join our Church Family

Worship: 10 a.m.
Fellowship Follows

Sunday School Classes for all
ages 11:15 a.m.

15220 Wallisville Rd.,
Houston, 77049

ROOF LEAKING

1-844-938-7663
All Roof Types Repairs

Call Mr. Roofer

1-844-WET ROOF

281-452-0000

BIBLE
TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Ecclesi-
astes in the Old or New
Testament or neither?

2. From Numbers 4,
what color was the cloth
draped over the Ark of the

Carter Funeral Home
13701 Corpus Christi St.

Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterFuneral-Houston.com

To register, please
call 713-384-4128

HOUSTON — The San
Jacinto College women’s
basketball team will show
its support for breast can-
cer awareness and re-
search by wearing pink
and accepting donations
during the Play4Kay home
game against Blinn Col-
lege on Saturday, Feb. 13
at 2 p.m., in Nichols Gym-
nasium on the North Cam-
pus.

Visitors to the game are
encouraged to show sup-
port for the effort by also
wearing pink. The first 100
fans at the game will re-
ceive a free pink rally tow-
el. The team will stage a
free throw “shoot-a-thon,”
and accept donations at
the game. All proceeds will
go to the Kay Yow Founda-
tion for cancer research.

H-E-B recently an-
nounced that eight school
districts and five early
childhood facilities have
been selected as finalists
for the retailer's 15th an-
nual 2016 Excellence in
Education Awards pro-
gram. For the third year in
a row, H-E-B is also recog-
nizing five public school
boards to highlight the im-
portance of strong leader-
ship at the board level.
This year, H-E-B will
award a total of $85,000 to
the finalists and school
boards who will go on to
compete for even greater

GALENA PARK ISD

H-E-B announces 2016 Excellence in
Education school district finalists

Women’s basketball to show
support for cancer awareness

In her 34-year tenure at
North Carolina State Uni-
versity, the late Kay Yow
became the first coach to
win two Olympic gold med-
als. She also guided her
teams to 20 National Col-
legiate Athletic Associa-
tion (NCAA) tournaments,
and was inducted into 11
halls of fame. Yow founded
the Kay Yow cancer fund
before passing away in
2009 after a 22-year battle
with breast cancer.

Donations to the Kay
Yow cancer fund can be
made online at
play4kay.org.

For information about
the San Jacinto College
women’s basketball pro-
gram, please visit
sanjacsports.com.

cash prizes at the state-
wide level. Each finalist in
the large district and ear-
ly childhood categories, as
well as the five recognized
school boards, receive
$5,000; the two finalists in
the small district category
receive $2,500. ~ To deter-
mine overall statewide
winners, a panel of judges
visits each district, early
childhood facility and
school board, tours cam-
puses and talks with ad-
ministration, staff, parents
and community members.
~ Winners will be an-
nounced at the H-E-B Ex-

cellence in Education
Awards ceremony on May
13 at La Cantera Hill
Country Resort in San An-
tonio. The winning large
district will receive
$100,000. In addition, for-
ty teacher and principal fi-
nalists will be announced
in February and March
during a series of surprise
visits to schools and class-
rooms across Texas. Gale-
na Park ISD is among the
five large school district fi-
nalists along with Leander
ISD, Socorro ISD, Katy
ISD and Allen ISD.

Covenant? White, Black,
Gold, Blue

3. "The wicked man tra-
vaileth with pain all his
days" is from what book's
15:20? Ezra, Nehemiah,
Job, Psalms

4. Whose hairs were
grown like eagles' feath-
ers, and his nails like
birds' claws? Daniel, Mat-
thew, Luke, Nebuchadnez-
zar

5. In which city were 85
priests slain? Gezer, Nob,
Shechem, Aphek

6. From Daniel 5, who
was so scared that his
knees knocked together?
Moses, Belshazzar, So-
lomon, Lot

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2)
Blue; 3) Job; 4) Nebuchad-
nezzar; 5) Nob; 6) Belshaz-
zar.

football team wearing shirts
claiming ownership of not just the
school or city but rather the state
received volumes of praise.

Coach Kay says hard work and
dedication is what reversed the
1-3 losing start of the season to
be able to come back and claim
the state title. This reminds me
of the late baseball legend Yogi
Berra's famous quote, "it ain't
over til it's over."

Texas Army National Guard
Specialist First Class Clarence E.
Foster presented the National
Ranking Banner and trophy from
MaxPreps Tour of Football Cham-
pions. MaxPreps is American's
leading source for high school
sports information and rankings.

Ana Hernandez State Repre-
sentative of House District 143
praised the unforgettable suc-
cessful season while mentioning

MUSTANGS HONORED,
Continued from page 1

some keys plays. They included
linebacker Andrew Hyacinth's re-
turning a fumble 95 yards for the
team's first score, defensive tack-
le Britton Larkin blocking a field
goal attempt in the final seconds
of regulation which kept the
teams tied 14 -14. In overtime,
quarterback Maciah Long
punched in a one-yard touchdown,
and then the Mustangs defense
stopped Westlake on the next pos-
session to clinch the champion-
ship title.

A celebration banquet to cumu-
late the entire football season is
set for Wednesday, March 2, 2016
at the Houston Marriot at Hobby
Airport. Advance tickets can be
purchased at the Galena Park ISD
Administration Bldg. 14705
Woodforest Blvd. Houston, TX
77015 and for more information
call,832-386- 1226.

 Receiving Award Trophies for their outstanding contributions to the 2015
Galena Park ISD North Shore football team's State Championship; left to
right: Maciah Long Offensive Player of the year, Coach Jon Kay Coach of the
year and Eric Monroe Defensive Player of the year.

Sheldon ISD
gearing up for 6th
Annual 5K Run

Sheldon ISD is
getting ready for its
biggest annual fund-
raiser, the Sheldon
Shuffle 5K run/walk.
The race will take place
on Saturday, April 16,
2016 at Deussen park,
which is located at
12303 Sonnier St.,
Houston, TX 77044.

 This year’s race is
going through some
changes. For starters,
there’s a new route.
Race organizers saw
that last year’s route
went through a muddy
area, so they worked
with park officials this
year to create a new
route that is all con-
crete. Another change
is that there will be no
Kids 1K race, just the
5K. However, all ages
are welcomed to
register. Parents are
encouraged to sign up
with their child and
join them in the race if
they feel they are too
young.

 The Sheldon Shuffle
was established five
years ago and benefits
the Sheldon Education
Foundation. All pro-
ceeds raised go toward
the Foundation, which
allows grants to be
awarded to Sheldon
teachers and scholar-
ships to students. Last
year’s race raised more
than $23,000 for
Sheldon.

 Those who are
interested in running
the race or making a
donation can do so
online at
www.TheSheldonShuffle.com.
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BUSINESS

      NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 281-328-9605 to Advertise YOUR Business in this Directory. 10,000 readers Weekly

Mrroofer@mail.com

Se Habla Español

New Roofs, Repairs, Painting,
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

HARDI PLANK SIDING

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

25% OFF
Mention this ad and receive 25% off

75 Uvalde Suite B
Houston, Texas 77015

713-401-9561

COMMING SOON JANUARY 2016
516 Normandy (Next to Family Dollar)

DIANE KILSBY
INSURANCE AGENCY

"your neighborhood agent for 40 years"

 Se Habla Español
• Auto Insurance • Retirement • Life Insurance         •
401K Rollover • Business Insurance • Wills               •

Homeowners & Renters Insurance • Notary
AND A WHOLE LOT MORE

 12655 Woodforest Blvd, Suite 710, Houston, Tx.   77015
 713-453-6348

ASK THE EXPERT
By Edward Jones

500 Normandy
Houston, TX 77015
Bus:713-590-9011
Fax:713-590-9016
jstephens1@farmersagent.com

I CUT YARDS
large & small

832-398-9135
Jay

CLASSES FORMING NOW!!!!!!
Teen & Adult Classes • Ages 14yrs-17yrs • Adults 18 yrs - 24 yrs
5pm-9pm (Teen Class) • Adult Walk In 10am-4pm Mon. - Frid.

Edward Jones
6830 E Sam Houston
Pkwy N, Suite 150
Houston, TX 77049

281-436-0396

ASK DIAMOND JIM

To advertise Call “WILLIE G” at 832-290-0355
Connections in Texas - CIT Entrepreneurs
“We promote Entrepreneurship”
www.connectionsintexas.biz

Like us on
Facebook

NORTH CHANNEL
✯STAR

Printing Department
713-977-2555

ORIGINS OF VALENTINE’S
DAY: A PAGAN FESTIVAL IN
FEBRUARY

While some believe that
Valentine’s Day is celebrated in
the middle of February to
commemorate the anniversary of
Valentine’s death or burial–which
probably occurred around A.D.
270–others claim that the
Christian church may have
decided to place St. Valentine’s
feast day in the middle of
February in an effort to
“Christianize” the pagan
celebration of Lupercalia.
Celebrated at the ides of
February, or February 15,
Lupercalia was a fertility festival
dedicated to Faunus, the Roman
god of agriculture, as well as to
the Roman founders Romulus
and Remus.

To begin the festival,
members of the Luperci, an
order of Roman priests, would
gather at a sacred cave where
the infants Romulus and Remus,
the founders of Rome, were
believed to have been cared for
by a she-wolf or lupa. The priests
would sacrifice a goat, for
fertility, and a dog, for purifica-
tion. They would then strip the
goat’s hide into strips, dip them
into the sacrificial blood and take
to the streets, gently slapping
both women and crop fields with
the goat hide. Far from being
fearful, Roman women
welcomed the touch of the hides
because it was believed to make
them more fertile in the coming
year. Later in the day, according
to legend, all the young women
in the city would place their
names in a big urn. The city’s
bachelors would each choose a
name and become paired for the
year with his chosen woman.

ATTORNEY
ANGELA D. JOHNSON

Channelview, Texas

281-452-6500
15201 East Freeway, Ste. 104

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

Diamond Jim…  “What is
the origin of
Valentine’s Day?”

These matches often ended in
marriage.

VALENTINE’S DAY: A DAY
OF ROMANCE

Lupercalia survived the
initial rise of Christianity and but
was outlawed—as it was
deemed “un-Christian”–at the
end of the 5th century, when
Pope Gelasius declared
February 14 St. Valentine’s Day.
It was not until much later,
however, that the day became
definitively associated with love.
During the Middle Ages, it was
commonly believed in France
and England that February 14
was the beginning of birds’
mating season, which added to
the idea that the middle of
Valentine’s Day should be a day
for romance.

Valentine greetings were
popular as far back as the Middle
Ages, though written Valentine’s
didn’t begin to appear until after
1400. The oldest known
valentine still in existence today
was a poem written in 1415 by
Charles, Duke of Orleans, to his
wife while he was imprisoned in
the Tower of London following
his capture at the Battle of
Agincourt. (The greeting is now
part of the manuscript collection
of the British Library in London,
England.) Several years later, it
is believed that King Henry V
hired a writer named John
Lydgate to compose a valentine
note to Catherine of Valois.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones,
precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry
industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim is a diamond
dealer and precious metals
broker of NTR Metals.  See more
at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

Americans spent nearly
$19 billion in Valentine’s
Day gifts last year, accord-
ing to the National Retail
Federation. Much of this
money went for gifts with
short shelf lives, such as
candy, flowers and restau-
rant meals (and about
$700 million was spent on
gifts for pets). There’s cer-
tainly nothing wrong with
giving chocolates or roses.
But this year, think about
going beyond the classic
gifts. Instead, use Valen-
tine’s Day as an opportu-
nity to determine how you
can make gifts with long-
lasting impact to your cir-
cle of loved ones.

 Here are some sugges-
tions:

• For your spouse or sig-
nificant other … As long as
your spouse or significant
other has earned income,
he or she may be able to
contribute to a traditional
or Roth IRA. So, consider
giving a check to be used
for that purpose. A tradi-
tional IRA can grow tax
deferred, while contribu-
tions are usually tax-de-
ductible. (Taxes are due
upon withdrawal, and
withdrawals prior to 59_
may be subject to a 10%
IRS penalty.) While Roth
IRA contributions are not
deductible, any earnings
growth can be distributed
tax free, provided the ac-
count owner doesn’t take
withdrawals until age 59_
and has had the account at
least five years. For 2015
and 2016, the IRA contri-
bution limit is $5,500, or
$6,500 for those 50 or old-
er.

• For your children …
You don’t have to be rich to
give your children a gift
worth $1 million – you just
have to help them through
school. College graduates
earn about $1 million more

Think about sending financial
Valentines to loved ones

over their lifetimes than
those without a degree, ac-
cording to research from
the Federal Reserve Bank
of New York. Still, college
isn’t cheap: The average
annual cost – tuition, fees,
room and board – for a pri-
vate four-year college is
more than $42,000, accord-
ing to the College Board,
while the comparable fig-

ure for a public four-year
school is about $19,000. Of
course, if financial aid is
available, you could get
some help. Nonetheless,
you may want to start put-
ting away money for col-
lege. One popular college
savings vehicle is a 529
plan. Your 529 plan contri-
butions may be deductible

from your state taxes, and
any earnings growth can
be withdrawn tax-free, pro-
vided it is used for quali-
fied higher education
expenses. (However, if you
take withdrawals from
your 529 plan, and you
don’t use the money for
these higher education ex-
penses, you may be subject
to both income tax and a
10% penalty on the earn-
ings.)

• For your parents … If
you have elderly parents,
you may want to find out
if they’ve got their retire-
ment and estate plans in
place. If they’ve already
taken care of everything,
you may not need to get
involved – but if they’ve
left some “loose ends,” your
help could be a valuable
gift. So, ask them if they
have drawn up the neces-
sary legal documents. Do
they each have a will?
Have they created a dura-
ble power of attorney,
which allows them to name
someone to make financial
and health care decisions
on their behalf if they be-
come incapacitated? If it
appears they have much
work to do in these areas,
you may want to offer to
arrange a consultation for
them with a legal advisor
and a financial profession-
al.

None of these ideas are
“traditional” Valentine’s
Day gifts – but all of them
can prove of great value to
your loved ones.

This article was written
by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.
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COMMUNITY

San Jacinto
River Meeting,
Continued from Page 1

share of the settlement,
$10 million, could be used.

They explained that the
state legislature, through
bills sponsored by Repre-
sentative Wayne Smith
and Sylvester Turner, had
insured the money would
come back to the commu-
nities around the river.
However, the state stipu-
lated that these funds
could not be used to re-
move the toxic materials,
or to compensate individ-
uals for health or other
damages.

TPWD said that they
have a process for applying
to use some of the $10 mil-
lion, for projects that “mit-
i g a t e  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f
environmental contamina-
tion and the effects of that
contamination on natural
resources and the public
use of natural resources.”
This is the language of the
84th legislatures’ Senate
Bill 2.

The purpose  o f  the
meeting was to advise the
community that they could
propose projects, that
would

February 1,  2016 -
Houston police are inves-
tigating a fatal hit-and-
run crash at 800 Maxey
Road about 4:45 p.m. on
Saturday, January 30.

The male victim, 52, a
pedestr ian,  was  pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

According to Houston
Police reports, the driver

Sheriff’s candidate
Carl Pittman appears with
Arizona Sheriff Arpaio

of a gold Toyota Corolla
was traveling southbound
on Maxey Road.  The vic-
tim crossed Maxey, not at
a crosswalk, and was
struck by the Corolla.  The
driver then stopped at a
washateria on Maxey and
Fleming and fled the
scene on foot.  A passen-
ger in the Corolla was de-

tained by responding HPD
officers and was released
with no charges filed.

The investigation is
continuing.

Anyone with informa-
tion in this case is urged
to contact the HPD Hit
and Run Unit at 713-247-
4065.

Man killed in a hit-and-
run on Maxey Road

PICTURED ABOVE ARE Sheriff Richard Mack, Linda Mills, Sheriff candidate Carl Pittman, Jim
Mills, and Sheriff Joe Arpaio of Maricopa County, Arizona. Jim Mills hosted a “Meet and
Greet” session last Saturday at the China Ko restaurant on Beltway 8 East, and the participants
were backing the candidacy of candidate Carl Pittman, running for Harris County Sheriff.
Pittman is a strict Constitutional follower, and the presence of Constitutional Sheriff Arpaio
emphasized this. Arpaio is known nationally as the toughest Sheriff in the country.
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As the next Constable for Precinct 3,
Michel Pappillion promises to...

• Mandate every officer in his administration
undergo a psychological evaluation every five
years, so that all officers are given the
opportunity to prove their sanity according to
the five year schedule.
• Will use the influence of his authority to
Lobby Texas Legislature to ensure psychological
evaluations are done every five years.
• Work to improve the police and citizen
relationship.
• Mandate that officers receive More Shoot/
Don’t Shoot Training.
• Have an open door policy.

For more information about the Michel Pappillion Campaign,
contact our campaign headquartes at (832) 692-1677.

Early vote begins February 16, 2016. Election day is March 1, 2016

✯     C O M M U N I T Y    P A G E    ✯

Crosby Lions Club had a booth at the Crosby-Huffman
Chamber of Commerce Craft & Consumer Expo last Saturday,
February 6, 2016.

Crosby-Huffman CC
hosts annual Expo

Wayne Smith kicks off his
campaign at Crawfish Shak

Scott Stephens introduces Wayne Smith to local Republicans numbering
over 30 at a reception at the Crawfish Shak in Crosby on Monday. Smith
stated that the Cody Stephens Bill that he wrote and introduced in the
House of Representatives last year had “Cleared the House and now we
have to get it through the Senate next time. I know all the soft votes and I
am going to get them for us.” Additionally, Smith lined out his efforts to
get funding for the Battleship Texas, and Texas Alliance for Life, Life PAC,
and a 100% voting record with Texas Right to Life. Smith discussed
importance of securing our border with Mexico and prohibiting sanctuary
cities, both issues for which he has co-authored legislation.

Smith has always fought for lower taxes. In the previous session, he co-
authored legislation to increase the homestead exemption - a tax cut of
nearly $1.2 billion. He also supported a 25% reduction to the business
margins tax 0 a $2.6 billion tax cut. Wayne has consistently fought for
conservative values in the Legislature, such as helping pass legislation to
protect pastors who refuse to perform same sex marriage.

Smith,  a lifetime member of the National Rifle Association (NRA) and
holds an A rating with their organization.

Turner Chevrolet donated a 48 inch TV
to the Knights of Columbus last week just
in time for Super Bowl 50. At left David
Mendez of the dealership gives the boxed
set to Eddie Foster, of the Knights of
Columbus. Below, Eastside Veterans
Celebration participants watch the Super
Bowl commercials on the set.

“It’s about time we did something for the
Knights of Columbus, it is a great
organization and is a major asset to the
Crosby community.” said David Mendez.The
Knights of Columbus Hall is for rent for
public or private events call (713) 201-6247.

Dealership donates to Knights

New 1500 2015 Silverado, stk# FG536600, MSRP  43245 GM SUPPLIER FOR ALL $40410.21-1500.00 REBATE-1000.00 CONQUEST-2000.00 TRADE IN ASSISTANCE ON 99 OR NEWER-1000.00 BONUS TAG-1000.00
INCREMENTAL BONUS CASH-1750.00 BONUS CASH-1000.00 TEXAS RESIDENT CONQUEST =$31160.21 FINAL PRICE  2015 CHEVY CAMARO STK#F929753 MSRP $26,290.00 Sale Price $25976.00 -1500.00 REBATE -1000.00
BONUS TAG -750.00 BONUS CASH -3000.00 CHEVY LOYALTY =$19726.00 FINAL PRICE

Leon Wilson
Fred Ramsey,
Sales Manager Debbie Fannin Scott FanninPaul Kiessling Robbie TurnerJason Lowry Terry BaxterJon Hershburger

Pre-owned Manager

21001 Crosby Freeway, Crosby, Texas
www.TurnerChevroletCrosby.com

Our  People  Make  The  Difference

Better Views Are Coming
but we have 2015s in the way!

Roosevelt
Woods
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

✯    O P I N I O N    P A G E  ✯

Dear Editor,

I want to take this
opportunity to thank
the Crosby ISD Board
of Trustees and Admin-
istration for all of their
hard work and dedica-
tion to spend the
taxpayers hard earned
money. I have recently
noticed a steep increase
in the Crosby ISD
property tax rate (no
suprise after the bond
election in 2013!) A
recent search of the
website of the Harris
County Appraisal
District confirmed that
Crosby ISD is tied with
New Caney ISD as
having the highest
property tax rate in
Harris County in 2015
of 1.67 per $100 valua-
tion. I bet the Crosby
ISD Administration
and School Board must
be the envy of every
other big-city ISD in
the entire County for
being able to pull off
such an expensive and
ambitious building/
spending project.
Congratulations Crosby
ISD of being tied for the
#1 ISD tax rate of any
other district in Harris
County. You guys did it!

Sincerely,
E. Lentz

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott and U.S. Rep. Henry
Cuellar, D-McAllen, are ask-
ing U.S. Department of
Homeland Security Secre-
tary Jeh Johnson for de-
tailed information
regarding border security
cuts.

Of particular interest to
Abbott and Cuellar is the
federal agency’s decision to
cut resources for aerial-
based border security sup-
port in a program known as
Operation Phalanx. Specif-
ically, the Department of
Homeland Security’s re-
quest for aerial detection,
situational awareness and
monitoring capability sup-
port for Operation Phalanx
from the Department of De-
fense for calendar year 2016
was 50 percent lower than
that of recent years.

The decrease came de-
spite the governor’s Sept. 30,
2015, request for additional
aerial observation resourc-
es along the border, and de-
spite the fact that Congress
fully funded Department of
Defense support for Opera-
tion Phalanx in the recent-
ly passed omnibus
appropriations bill, accord-
ing to the governor’s office.

“Given the recent surge
of migrants from Central
America and Cuba along the
southern border, we believe
(the Department of Home-
land Security) should be re-
questing more surveillance
and security resources, not
fewer,” Abbott and Cuellar
wrote in a Feb. 1 letter to
Johnson. “Any decrease in
aerial observation is not

Governor, congressman
seek details on border
security cuts

only imprudent, but contra-
dicts the very mission of bor-
der security enforcement.”

Abbott and Cuellar not-
ed that the Department of
Homeland Security’s deci-
sion to decrease surveillance
resources “is unsettling” and
requested the following in-
formation:

- Metrics used to deter-
mine that a 50 percent re-
duction in aerial resources
would sufficiently support
Operation Phalanx;

- Detailed plans on how
the cuts would impact staff-
ing, resource allocation and
operation levels in Laredo,
the Rio Grande Valley and
Tucson; and

- What resources the de-
partment plans to use “to
backfill any gaps” the reduc-
tion presents.

Abbott posts first
year report

Gov. Abbott on Feb. 2 re-
leased a “Report to the Peo-
ple of Texas” listing
highlights of his first year
in office.

The report, as stated in a
news release, “takes a look
at the economy and busi-

nesses that expanded or relo-
cated to Texas, in addition to
providing an overview of leg-
islation passed to cut taxes,
improve Texas’ public and
higher education systems,
build new roads, secure our
border and chart a course
that keeps the Lone Star
State a beacon of individual
liberty and economic opportu-
nity.”

State representative
resigns

State Rep. Ruth Jones Mc-
Clendon, D-San Antonio, who
is suffering from lung cancer,
resigned from office effective
Jan. 26.

Gov. Abbott set May 7 as
the date for a special election
to fill the House District 120
seat held by McClendon for
the last 20 years.

The winner of the special
election will serve out the rest
of McClendon’s term, which
expires Dec. 31, 2016.

Sales tax revenue
decreases

Texas Comptroller Glenn
Hegar on Feb. 2 said state
sales tax revenue in January
totaled $2.47 billion, down 4

percent compared to Jan-
uary 2015.

“As expected, reduced
spending in oil and gas-re-
lated sectors resulted in a
fall in total sales tax reve-
nue,” Hegar said. “Collec-
tions from industries
mainly driven by consum-
er spending, including re-
tail trade, restaurants and
services, continued to grow,
as did receipts from the
construction sector.”

However, Hegar noted,
sales tax collections in Jan-
uary 2015 were a record
high and represented a
double-digit percentage
increase over January
2014, meaning this
month’s collections are be-
ing compared to unusual-
ly high collections from a
year ago.

Heroes Day is
proclaimed

Gov. Abbott has pro-
claimed Feb. 2 to be Texas
Military Heroes Day.

Last year, Feb. 2 was cel-
ebrated as Chris Kyle Day
to honor the late Medal of
Honor recipient who be-

came widely known as the
U.S. military’s most prolific
sniper.

Abbott said his procla-
mation now calls Texans to
remember “scores whose
names are unrecognized
and have quietly done their
duty, serving Texas and the
United States faithfully.
Today, and from every Feb.
2 hereafter, we will honor all
who have sacrificed and
served on behalf of the Lone
Star State.  No matter the
battle, no matter the job,
they deserve our thanks.”

1st Zika case is
reported

The Texas Department of
State Health Services on
Feb. 2 reported the first case
of Zika virus disease con-
tracted in Texas.

According to the agency,
the case involves a Dallas
County resident who had
sexual contact with some-
one who acquired the Zika
infection while traveling
abroad.

Seven other Texas cases
of Zika virus disease are
known and all are related
to foreign travel to areas

where Zika is currently be-
ing transmitted, the DSHS
reported.

There is currently no vac-
cine or treatment for the vi-
rus, and the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control currently
recommends that pregnant
women delay travel to for-
eign countries where Zika is
being transmitted.

LETTER
To the Editor

✯

The Knights of Columbus Hall is for rent for public or private
events call (713) 201-6247.
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in
our FOUR newspapers, with a combined
circulation of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on
your AD. Rates start at only $16 for 20 words.
A bargain!

Call 281-328-9605

SERVICES

GT
CONTRACTORS
Specialist and Resi-
dential concrete.
Drive way, patio,
sidewalks and house
paths, driveway cov-
er installation. Con-
tact Tommy for FREE
estimates:
936-252-0957 or
936-563-5144.
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LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

SAILBOAT:
PEARSON
23’ 1979 in the water
at Watergate Marina
in Clear Lake.
713-977-2555.

                  tfn

BOATS FOR SALE CEMETERY LOTS

CEMETERY
Lots for sale, San Ja-
cinto Memorial Park,
East Beltway 8/I-10.
St. Hyacinch, lots 38
(1-4) 713-666-2223.

               4-12

2013 CHEVY
SONIC LT
C E R T I F I E D
#D7243469A
$ 11,991 Call 281-
328-4377

2014 CHEVY
CRUZE 2LT
CERTIFIED PE1084
$ 13,991Call 281-
328-4377

2012 FORD
EDGE LIMITED
 CBA23574  $15,991
Call 281-328-4377

2013 CHEVY
SUBURBAN LT
C E R T I F I E D
DR361209
$ 29,991Call 281-
328-4377

AUTO FOR SALE LEGAL NOTICE
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SERVICES

I will care
for your child in my
home in Indian
Shores. I have a de-
gree in early child-
hood development
and I am CPR and
first aid certified. Lim-
ited space available.
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SALON FOR
SALE
Established, central
Crosby location.
Call 832-909-3628,
832-909-3627

                4-4

FOR SALE

GARAGE SALE

MOVING &
Estate Sale Friday
and Saturday, Febru-
ary 12 - 13, 2 016
9:00 am - 4:00 pm.
Furniture, home dé-
cor, sewing & crafts
supplies 1512 & 1516
Hare Cook Road,
Crosby, TX. 77532.

SERVICES SERVICES

Experienced
Video Photographer specializes in

Weddings, Birthdays,
Conferences.

Call Ari @
832-630-4487

LEGAL ADVERTISING

You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a
local newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches more
readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are $15.00
per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ per word
plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if required.
Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for supporting
our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR
281-328-9605    email: northchannelstar@gmail.com

STAR-COURIER
is on the Internet & your Smart Phone

www.starcouriernews.com

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a

local newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches more
readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are $10.00
per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ per word
plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if required.
Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for supporting
our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper
281-328-9605         email: starcouriernews@aol.com

Commercial
Printing
Call for a quote

713-977-2555

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community Center
Backdraft Rest.
Woodforest Bank
Conoco Station
Post Office (outside)

CROSBY:
Library
Community Center

Where can I pick up a Star-Courier?

Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Kroger’s
Community Bank (2)

HUFFMAN
Exxon Station
Community Bank
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