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The Galena Park/Jacinto
City Rotary Club is hosting its
14th Annual Golf Tournament
with proceeds to benefit de-
serving Galena Park High School
Students. February 29, Monday,
at Texaco Golf Club, 12800 Tex-
aco Rd., Houston 77013, 8am
registration, 9am Shotgun start.

GP/JC Rotary Club
Golf Tournament

The Channelview ISD Com-
munity Health Fair will be held
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday,
March 5 at the Ray Maddry Me-
morial Stadium Complex, 828
Sheldon Road.

Harris County’s Public Health
and Environmental Services of-
fice will be offering free dental
and health screenings, along with
other assistance at the event. In
addition, a variety of entertain-
ment will be featured, including
a magic show with Ronald Mc-
Donald at 10:30 a.m. Children will
also be able to tour ambulanc-
es, fire trucks and an emergency
helicopter.

More than 30 vendors and
community agencies are sched-
uled to be in attendance at the
event. For more information,
contact Suzanne Langham at
281-860-3827.

Channelview ISD
Community
Health Fair

SAN JACINTO RIVER WASTE PITS:

EPA presents status report; but
Citizens demand action, removal

Representatives from
the federal Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)
met with the San Jacinto
River Coalition and inter-
ested members of the pub-
lic last Wednesday night at
the Flukinger Community
Center in Channelview.

The purpose of the
meeting was for EPA to
present a “status report”
on efforts to remediate the
Toxic Waste Pits in the San
Jacinto River near the I-10
bridge.

About 100 persons at-
tended the meeting, most-
ly residents from the east
and west sides of the river
adjacent to the waste pits
area. They heard Gary
Miller of the EPA explain

new actions to repair a tear
in the containment mem-
brane, and additional re-
quirements on the Respon-

sible parties. These include
24/7 surveillance by cam-
era, additional warning
buoys and markers, and

increased inspections on-
site from 2 to 4 per year.

Miller described a pro-
cess that for many resi-

dents has been drawn out
too long. He said that a
Draft Report on possible
remediation methods is
due in December 2016, and
a Final Decision in the
Spring 2017.

The audience was not
happy with this schedule,
and spoke up. Pam Barta,
a former resident of High-
lands whose family has
suffered serious health
problems, possibly from
contaminated wells, asked
why not deal with this on
an Emergency Status. She
wanted all fishing stopped
immediately, toxin tests
carried downriver to the
Galveston Bay, and a

See WASTE PITS, p. 2

SJRC Jackie Young, and EPA Gary Miller,
explain the current status of the Waste Pits
to the audience.

Photo shows a team from EPA probing the
Waste Pits site to determine the extent of
the tear.

By Allan Jamail

Houston TX – February
17 –  LULAC Council 402
known throughout Houston
as “The Education Council”
for their successful contribu-
tions of Scholarships to de-
serving underprivieged
students celebrated LU-
LAC’s 87th Anniversary
during National LULAC
Week  at their annual
awards banquet. Scholar-
ships awarded to students
annually are used to pay
tuition, fees, and housing
costs for college.

LULAC (The League of
United Latin American Cit-
izens) Council 402 Scholar-
ship Gala honored State
Representative Jessica Far-

The Channelview ISD Band
Boosters are making plans for a
classic car show to be held on at
9 a.m. Saturday, March 5 at the
Ray Maddry Memorial Stadium
complex.

Participants who would like
to show off their vehicles for the
“Car Show In The View” may reg-
ister up until the day of the event.
Pre-Registration is $25 and regis-
tration on the day of the event is
$30. To register, contact Rick Al-
lison by e-mail at rick.allison
01@yahoo.com. Goodie Bags,
dash plaques and free shirts are
only for pre-registered entries.

The public is invited to this
event and door prizes will be giv-
en away during the event. If
heavy rains occur, the event will
be rescheduled to April 9.

For additional information,
please call 281-705-8470.

Band Boosters
planning classic
car show

LULAC Council 402 celebrates National LULAC week
rar District Office "Honoree
of the Year" and Dr. Jorge
Arredondo HISD Asst. Supt.
Houston Independent
School District as "Educator
of the Year". Jeff Davis High
School performed at the
evening with their Mariachi
Band.

To date, "The Education-
al Council" has awarded
over $430,000 in scholar-
ships to deserving students.
In 2015, $30,000 was award-
ed to 44 students. LULAC
Council 402's Scholarship
Committee and Housto-
nians Scholarship Fund
goal is to support bright, un-
derprivileged students to
attain higher degrees of ed-
ucation. Our commitment is
to provide a vehicle which
will enhance the communi-

ty's future.
In her acceptance speech, State Repre-

sentative Farrar, District 148 stressed the

San Jacinto College breaks ground on new CIT Center
HOUSTON — Elected of-

ficials, San Jacinto College
leaders, and industry part-
ners gathered on Friday, Feb.
19, 2016 to break ground on
a state-of-the-art Center for
Industrial Technology (CIT),
which will enable the College
to keep pace with the rising
demand for technical work-
force training.

The projected completion
date for the 111,000-square-
feet center, located on the San
Jacinto College North Cam-
pus, is October 2016.

“There is a critical need for
this new facility to provide

training for businesses and
industries in the rapidly
growing North Channel
area,”  said San Jacinto Col-
lege Chancellor Dr. Brenda
Hellyer. “Student enrollment
at the North Campus is in-
creasing and we need facili-
ties to accommodate that
growth. Many of the techni-
cal training labs at the North
Campus are advanced in age
and our students need up-
graded labs and hands-on ex-
perience. Also, existing

See NEW CENTER,
page 2

San Jacinto Pilot Club will
hold a “Bunco” mixer for mem-
bers and interested prospects.
Wednesday March 23, 6:30 pm
at Teapot Depot in Highlands.
Call 281-221-1616 for more in-
formation.

Pilot Club new
member mixer

PHOTO BY ROB VANYA

Elected officials, industry partners, and College leaders gather to celebrate 111,000-square-
foot facility last Friday, February 19.

PHOTO BY ALLAN JAMAIL

Left to right: Houston Councilman Robert Gallegos, HISD Trustee Anna Eastman,
LULAC 402 President Carmen Nuncio, HISD Assistant Superintendent Jorge L. Arredondo,
Ed. D, Mistress of Ceremonies Cynthia Cisneros (ABC 13 Houston Vice President of Community
Affairs) & Texas House Representative Jessica Farrar.

importance of taking the time to mentor our
youth to increase their self-esteem and to help
them meet their full potential.
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COMMUNITY

RESTAURANT
GUIDE

Great Food, DIne In Or
Take Out

Hours: Mon- Frid 6 am - 2 pm
Saturday 7 am - 1 pm
Closed Sunday
We Deliver to Business

Rosa Pfitzner
Owner

1414 Sheldon Rd.
Channelview, TX 77530
281-452-1534

Family Owned
and Operated

Since 1967

927 Mercury Drive
Houston, TX 77029

PH: 713-673-9161
FAX: 713-673-7339

DAILY SPECIALS
Mon-Thu 11am-9pm    Fri & Sat 11am-10pm    Sun

11am-8pm

Heavenly
Choices

Restaurant
•Wedding, Birthday &
  Special Events Cakes
•Cupcakes & Cake Pops
•Signature delicious “German   Butter” icing

Catering & Dining since 200
3810 Cavalcade, Houston, TX. 77026

832-771-7877

R & K Barbecue
Slice It - Dice It.

Anyway you like it.

Hours: Tues-Thur. 11am-8pm
Fri-Sat 11am-9pm

Closed Sunday & Monday
Catering & Phone Orders Welcome

713 -455 -MEAT  (6328)713 -455 -MEAT  (6328)713 -455 -MEAT  (6328)
Ronald 713-851-1214
rdbbq1@yahoo.com

911 Normandy, Suite A, Houston 77015
10% OFF  TOTAL  ORDER WITH AD10% OFF  TOTAL  ORDER WITH AD10% OFF  TOTAL  ORDER WITH AD

DAILY SPECIALS
Monday

20 Boneless $9.99
Tuesday

2 for 1 Bone-In
12611 Woodforest @ Nor-
mandy, Houston, TX 77015

Direct: 713-330- WING (9464)

SHOP IN THE COMMUNITY FOR THE COMMUNITY

A/C Parts  •  Air Filters
1015 Uvalde Rd., Houston, TX 77015

713-451-8800
Hours: 8 am - 7 pm Mon. thru Sat.

In The House
Ministries

-- Resale Shop
-- Estate Sales

--LIQUIDATION SALE,
EVERYTHING

MUST GO

12611-C Woodforest Blvd,
Houston TX 77015

713-545-2921  •  drjcglenn@sbcglobal.net

UPS Shipping/DHL Shipping/Mailboxes/
Copying/Notary/Faxing/Packaging/Digital

Printing/PLUS SO MUCH MORE

15634 Wallisville Rd. #800
Houston, Texas 77049

281-457-1006
www.theupsstorelocal.com/

6204

HOURS:
M-F 9am-7pm
Sat: 9am-5pm
Sun: CLOSED

Chandler Westmoreland
On Your Side Certified

Agency Owner
The Chandler Westmoreland Agency

Nationwide Insurance

13018 Woodforest Blvd. Ste. P
Houston, TX 77015

Tel 713-330-3900
Fax: 713-330-3888

westmoc@nationwide.com

Mention this ad
and receive FREE

delivery (5-10 mile
radius)

NEW LOCATION: 10722 I-10 EAST
(between Mercury & Holland)

Financing Available

713-450-0025
Se habla Español

Call Today and Get Your Carpets
Looking Like New.

Don’t Settle for Less than the Best
3 ROOMS Cleaned
& Deodorized
SPECIAL OFFER
$95 Average room
size 240sf
Basic Cleaning
only

$99 SOFA AND
LOVESEAT
Does not include
sectional
LIMITED TIME OFF
OFFER
$75 RUGS
CLEANING

$5.00 OFF
Reg.Service Oil Change
EXP 4/30/2016

720 SHELDON RD.
Channelview, TX.77530
281-457-LOJO (5656)

Family owned and Operated Since 1994

CRISELDA SALINAS
Farmers Insurance
918 Mercury Dr., Ste 4
Houston, TX. 77029
832-830-8987

Mon - Fri: 9 am - 6 pm
Se habal Español

• Car • Home • Auto • Life • Business •
Commercial • And much more

shorter time schedule for
action. She said water wells
should be ordered shut
down. Her own survey
showed residents who “look
like we are in a War Zone -
missing limbs, skin diseas-
es, and more. Very Sick peo-
ple.” She attributed these
problems to the dioxins in
the waste pits.

A representative of the
Harris County Polution
Control Department, Bob
Allen, said the county is tak-
ing proposals, due Feb. 22,
on testing of wells in the
area, and this would include
dioxin screening for the first
tiime. He said this testing is
being paid for by settlement
money from the lawsuit
against the Responsible
Parties, not taxpayer mon-
ey.

Scott Jones of the
Galveston Bay Foundation

Toxic Waste
Pits report,
Continued from Page 1

said that the results of these
tests would be posted pub-
licly on his organizations’s
website.

Another Highlands resi-
dent that raised the issue of
health problems was Arch-
ie Bickley, who said that as
a life-long resident of High-
lands, he had developed a
number of cancers, perhaps
from the site. He said he has
lung cancer, brain cancer,
and skin cancer. He voiced
the opinion “we need that
site cleaned up.”

Gary Miller said that the
EPA had a “lot of concerns”
about the quality of work
done last year on the cap, by
the Responsible Parties. He
indicated he would person-
ally supervise future work
on the containment at the
site.

A number of other ques-
tions were asked by the au-
dience. Scott Jones wanted
to know how the site could
be protected from barge
strikes.

Another party wanted to
know how a widening of the
I-10 bridge might affect the

Waste Pit site.
Miller said that the PRP

would be required to make
5 new test well at the north
edge of the cap. Also the
south impoundment area is
being studied, with sample
wells and borings. He noted
that “the South is highly
contaminated.”

However, he said that
sampling taken around the
tear after the repairs, indi-
cated that no toxins had
been released, and no diox-
in was in the river water.
The issued was disputed by
Jackie Young, who said that
her orgainization tested
wells and found dioxin.

EPA ended the evening
promising more frequent
meetings and a shorter re-
mediation schedule.

technical program facilities
are not large enough to keep
pace with growing enroll-
ment.”

Technical programs that

will be housed in the College’s
new CIT include welding
technology, pipefitting fabri-
cation, diesel technology, lo-
gistics, electrical technology,
and heating, ventilation, air
conditioning and refrigera-
tion (HVACR). Other non-
credit Continuing and
Professional Development
technical courses will also be
housed at the new technolo-
gy center, such as sheet met-
al, machining, and millwright
training.

“We are proud to work
with San Jacinto College and
value the investment they are
making in our students and
community,” said U.S. Rep.
Gene Green (Texas-29), who
attended the ceremony. “The
29th District is home to some
of the most expansive chemi-
cal plants, refineries, and
companies in the world, re-
quiring a skilled workforce.
Programs like these offered
at CIT will help these busi-
nesses grow and meet their
labor demands, stimulate our
economy, and most impor-
tantly, prepare our students,
right here at home, to qualify
for these high-paying jobs.”

NEW CENTER,
Continued from page 1

Sheldon ISD had its annual District Spelling Bee on
Wednesday, February 17, 2016 in the Ney Administration
Board Room. Jacob Ferguson, a 4th grader from Royalwood
Elementary spelled Q-U-A-S-A-R correctly and was named
the District Spelling Bee Champion.
Heaven Reyes, a 5th grader at Monahan Elementary was
named the District Alternate.
Jacob will now go on to represent Sheldon ISD at the
Houston Public Media Spelling Bee on Saturday, April 2,
2016 at 2 p.m. The Regional Bee airs live on TV Channel 8.

Sheldon ISD crowns District
Spelling Bee Winner
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SCHOOL NEWS

BEAUTY & BARBER  -  HEALTH & FITNESS
“The Perfect Combination”

REAL ESTATE GUIDE
Buy, Sale or List...We Got You Covered!

Melba Lara
Owner/REALTOR

779 Normandy, Suite 120, Houston, Texas, 77015
Office: 713-451-1733 • Fax: 713-451-0467
Mobile: 713-451-7082, mlara@remax-east.com

Each office independently Owned and Operated

Claudine Blackshire
REALTOR/Top Producer
779 Normandy, Suite 120
HOUSTON, TX. 77015
Office:713-451-1733
Direct:713-333-8016
Cell: 832-206-7108
claudiablackshire@yahoo.com

Each office independently Owned and Operated

To advertise Call “WILLIE G” at 832-290-0355
Connections in Texas - CIT Entrepreneurs

“We promote Entrepreneurship”
www.connectionsintexas.biz

Like us on
Facebook

Channelview ISD’s February
Students of the Month
Channelview ISD recently honored their February Students of the Month by hosting a recognition
luncheon in the top level of the press box at Ray Maddry Memorial Stadium. Students were treated
to lunch, along with a tour of the press box and field. The Students of the Month include, back row,
from left, Nanci Martin (Channelview High School), Maria Diaz (Alice Johnson Junior High), Byron
Henderson (Kolarik Ninth Grade Campus), Lauryn Little (Joe Frank Campbell Learning Center) and
Stone Grimes (Aguirre Junior High). Pictured in front row, from left, are Nathan Folmsbee (Cobb
Elementary), Pablo Parrett (Brown Elementary),Kailey Saunders (DeZavala Elementary), Samantha
Flores (Crenshaw Elementary), Jordyn York (Hamblen Elementary), Kamrynn Stark (McMullan
Elementary) and Lindsey Caudillo (Schochler Elementary).

Cary Stephens
Broker/Owner

Residential & Commercial
779 Normandy #120

HOUTSON, TX. 77015
office: 713-451-1733
direct: 713-455-2222

“ I BUY HONMES - FREE ESTIMATES”
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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AUSTIN — University
of Texas at Austin Presi-
dent Gregory L. Fenves
has adopted policies to im-
plement Senate Bill 11, the
campus handgun carry law
that goes into effect on
Aug. 1.

Fenves adopted 25 poli-
cy recommendations devel-
oped by the 19-member
Campus Carry Working
Group that he appointed in
2015. Under the policies,
certain laboratories, areas
where pre-K-12 programs
are held, and, with some
exceptions, university res-
idences will be considered
gun-exclusion zones and
employees with private of-
fices will be able to prohibit
handguns inside them.
However, classrooms will
not be included in gun-ex-
clusion zones.

“Under the law, I cannot
adopt a policy that has the
general effect of excluding
licensed concealed hand-
guns from campus. I agree
with the working group
that a classroom exclusion
would have this effect,”
Fenves wrote.

But, Fenves also wrote,
“I do not believe handguns
belong on a university
campus, so this decision
has been the greatest chal-
lenge of my presidency to
date. I empathize with the
many faculty, staff, stu-
dents and parents of stu-
dents who signed petitions,
sent emails and letters,
and organized to ban guns
from campus and especial-
ly classrooms. As a profes-
sor, I understand the deep
concerns raised by so
many. However, as presi-
dent, I have an obligation
to uphold the law.”

The University of Texas
System Board of Regents
may amend the campus
carry rules with a two-
thirds vote within 90 days
of adoption.

Dear Editor,

Wayne Smith
represents exactly
what we need in a
State Representative
for House District 128:

•An individual of
personal integrity
setting high standards
for himself.

•Gives of his time
and vast knowledge to
make sure the needs of
residents in District
128 are met.

•A civil engineer
with the knowledge to
work on issues such as
The Ike Dike and
drinking water.

He is involved in
professional and social
groups in all of the
communities in our
area, so he is well
acquainted with the
issues that effects all of
us in south east Harris
County. He is a Viet-
nam veteran, who
takes pride in public
service - both for his
country and now for
our great state. He is a
Christian who holds
the conservative values
of his constituents very
close to his heart. He
makes himself avail-
able when people call
on him, and he finds
solutions for the
problems that we may
be facing here in the
district.

In Austin, he has
paid his dues and built
the trust of his col-
leagues from around
the state. In making
these valuable relation-
ships it enables him to
better represent us in
the Texas Legislature.
He has had the honor
of being appointed a
Chairman to several
committees in the
Texas House, and
because of this, when
major state decision
are made, Wayne has a
seat at the table and
can make his voice
heard so our communi-
ties are well taken care
of.

Representative
Smith has successfully
fought for more troops
to secure our border
with Mexico, stricter
pro-life legislation and
an end to the funding
for Planned Parent-
hood, more money for
our public schools,
lower taxes on our
homes and our busi-
nesses, and protection
for our religious
leaders who refuse to
succumb to the Su-
preme Court ruling
which allows for same
sex marriage.

Representative
Wayne Smith has
proven that he knows
what's best for our
community because he
listens to all of us. He's
proven that his interest
is in serving the
residents of House
District 128, and not
special interest groups
from outside of our
area. Early voting is
February 16-26.
Election Day is March
1.

Please help keep a
hardworking, proven,
leader to represent us
and vote for Wayne
Smith.

LES ELLARD

LETTER
To the Editor

✯

University president sets
campus carry policies

Texas Gateway is
launched

Texas Education Com-
missioner Mike Morath
has announced the launch
of the Texas Gateway
(www.texasgateway.org), a
free online resource library
for educators and parents
provided by the Texas Ed-
ucation Agency.

Morath said on Feb. 17
that Texas Gateway “not
only builds upon the suc-
cess of TEA’s online learn-
ing community Project
Share but also expands
access to resources — such
as videos, interactives, for-
mative assessments, pro-
fessional development
courses, and other class-
room support materials —
designed to strengthen
classroom instruction to
help every student suc-
ceed.”

And, Morath added,
“while teachers will no
doubt find the resources on
this site to be valuable
tools, items found on the
Texas Gateway are also
available to parents, stu-

dents, and all Texans at no
cost.”

This portal to instruc-
tional resources aligns
with the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills, the
state standards that de-
scribe what students
should know and should be
able to accomplish at each
grade level. Each resource
in Texas Gateway contains
a lesson or series of lessons
that introduce a new idea
or skill and then gives the
learner opportunities to
practice and apply what he
or she has learned, accord-
ing to the TEA.

Officials express
condolences

After the Feb. 13 death
of U.S. Supreme Court As-
sociate Justice Antonin
Scalia was made public,
Gov. Greg Abbott and At-
torney General Ken Pax-
ton released statements.
Here are excerpts:

Abbott remembered
Scalia as “a man of God, a
patriot and an unwavering
defender of the written
Constitution and the Rule
of Law.”

Paxton said Scalia was
“a powerful voice for liber-
ty and a passionate de-
fender of the freedoms
guaranteed to all Ameri-
cans by the Constitution.
His passing is a deep loss
for our nation.”

Scalia, 79, was a guest
at the Cibolo Creek Ranch
resort in Presidio County
when he died. His body
was found in his room at
the resort. No autopsy was
performed and the death
was ruled as resulting
from natural causes.

Texans feel Pope’s
visit

Pope Francis celebrated
mass in Ciudad Juarez,
Mexico, on Feb. 17, and the
visit was felt by people
across the border in El
Paso and far beyond.

According to a story by
The Associated Press, Pope
Francis “also offered a si-
lent prayer for the thou-
sands of immigrants who
have died while trying to
reach the U.S.” The State
of Texas’ case against the
Obama administration
over the president’s exec-
utive order protecting the
majority of undocumented
people living in Texas and
elsewhere across the coun-
try is on the current dock-
et of the U.S. Supreme
Court.

March 1 primary
nears

Feb. 26 is the last day for
early voting in the March
1 primary elections. The
primaries will determine
which candidates appear
on the ballot as the nomi-
nees from the Republican
and Democrat parties in
the November general
election. Voters will need to
bring one of the accepted
forms of photo identifica-
tion if they cast a ballot in
person.

By Kristan Hoffman and
Angie Liang

In 2015, Angie and
Kristan turned 30. The
milestone was both
more and less momen-
tous than they expect-
ed...

ANGIE
Last year, Kristan,

Mengfei and I went on
a wonderful girls trip
to Europe to commem-
orate the big 3-0.
Traveling from differ-
ent cities, I landed in
Berlin first, too early
for anyone to be awake
and functioning.
Though I arrived well
prepared with maps
and directions to our
rented apartment, the
subway line I needed
to transfer at was
unexpectedly closed for
construction. Jet-
lagged, with no idea
where I was, I started
to panic. Thankfully I
spied two men walking
to a bus stop nearby
and ran towards them.

Together we navi-
gated the bus route to
a different subway. My
new companions
sleepily chatted with
me and shared recom-
mendations of their
beloved city. The older
man rode with me the
entire way, even
escorting me to a local
bakery where I could
eat and wait for my
friends.

As he dropped me off
at the bakery door, I
offered to buy him
coffee and breakfast.
He politely declined,
clasped his hands
together and said, “I’m
happy to help. Just pay
it forward.”

My friends and I had
an amazing trip
afterward, but when I
returned home, I didn’t
practice the kind man’s
words. Instead I spent
the first half of my
30th year doing the
opposite. Experiencing
a period of deep vul-
nerability, I sought
and took any support I
could get.

The man in Berlin
turned out to be a
precursor for the
abundance of time,
love, wisdom and
generosity that my
friends and family
would bestow upon me
through a difficult
time. So I began
repairing myself —
and in a symbolic
parallel, finished
putting together the
apartment that I had
moved into over a year
earlier. My new home.
My better me.

Now, I have finally
begun to reciprocate,
when I can and as
much as I can. In the
second half of my 30th
year, I am trying to
pay it forward.

When I was still in
school, I thought
women in their 30s had
their lives together. It
seemed like they all
had a strong sense of
self, and knew what
they wanted and how
to get it. Now that I am
one of them, I know the
truth: we definitely
don’t have everything
figured out. But we
have learned a lot
about ourselves and
about the world, and
we're just trying to
hold true to the one
while navigating the

JUST
BETWEEN US
By Kristan Hoffman

& Angie Liang

✯

The Big Three Oh
other.

I’m still trying to
figure out that balance,
amidst career politics
and heartache. I’m
learning that some
things just aren’t
important. You can
skip the gossip and the
negativity, you can
ignore misconceptions
about yourself. You
should take responsi-
bility for your actions
and be wary of those
who don’t. Practice
empathy, and some-
times help a complete
stranger, just because.

While I miss some of
the free spiritedness of
my 20s, I’m embracing
the maturity of my 30s.
There are still so many
adventures to take,
now complemented
with full nights sleep.
It’s worth figuring out
how to navigate work,
the world, and your
own heart. At 30, you
are stronger than you
know.

KRISTAN
On a recent flight

back to Houston to visit
my parents for the
holidays, I sat next to a
very chatty man.
Normally I tend to
keep to myself on
airplanes, sleeping or
reading or working, but
this guy clearly needed
to discuss his troubled
relationship and
stuttering career. I
didn't have the heart to
shut him down.

So we talked, and at
some point I realized
that I was offering
advice and encourage-
ment to a man 10-15
years older than
myself. It's not that I
had all the answers for
him — nor have I
accomplished all of the
goals in my own life.
But somehow, over the
years, I've turned into
one of those worldly
and insightful adults
that I used to look up
to.

And it's not just me.
Over the holidays, I
caught up with several
high school friends
(including Angie), and
it was such a delight to
see how everyone has
matured. Our 20s were
sometimes turbulent,
both personally and
professionally, but
that’s what taught us
how to fly smoothly.

For me, I think the
biggest lesson has been
letting go of what I
imagined "success"
should be. I’m not rich
or famous, and I don’t
look like a supermodel,
but that doesn't make
me a failure. My life is
delightfully boring,
with a husband, a dog,
and a house in the
Midwest. My writing
career is still in its
early stages. But
rather than money,
beauty, or fame, I've
decided that what
matters most to me is
fulfillment and impact.
As long as I remain a
positive, nurturing
influence to others,
then I am successful.
Whether I affect 10
people or 10 million.

We are smarter and
stronger than we know.
And maybe part of
turning 30 is just
taking the time to
reflect on that. To
realize it. To embrace
it. And as we move
through the next
decade of our lives, to
build on it.
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Carter Funeral Home
13701 Corpus Christi St.

Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterFuneral-Houston.com

Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS
P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX

281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565, Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

I CUT YARDS
large & small

832-398-9135
Jay

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m.-1p.m.

KWIK KAR OIL & LUBE

Operated By Chris & Jennifer
Arnold

11525 Eagle Drive
281-385-LUBE (5823)

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church

All Invited to Worship with Us

SUNDAY    Holy Eucharist Rite II     9:00 am
SUNDAY                    Coffee Hour     10:00 am
Spanish Service/Holy Eucharist        11:00 am

13125 INDIANAPOLIS ST., HOUSTON, 77015

sttimsinhouston.com

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive    281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ROOF LEAKING

1-844-938-7663
All Roof Types Repairs

Call Mr. Roofer
1-844-WET ROOF

281-452-0000

Barry Lamont
Wilbanks 68, from
Houston, Texas went to
be with the lord on
February 10, 2016,
greeted at he gates of

OBITUARIES
✯

Barry Lamont
Wilbanks

heaven by his parents
John &Lois Wilbanks,
wife Bobbie Wilbanks,
brothers Gene Wil-
banks, Randal Wil-
banks and many
others.

He is lovingly
survived by four
children Bobbie Fletch-
er, Eugene (Bubba)
Wilbanks, Rhonda
Wilbanks, and Barry
Wilbanks Jr., 5 broth-
ers, 15 grandchildren
and great grandchil-
dren.

His celebration of
life will be held at First
Assembly of God , 406
N. Magnolia, High-
lands, TX, 77562 on
March 5, 2016 at 11:00
a.m. Pastor Brandon
Brewer will be officiat-
ing.

We all Love you Dad
and are greatly missed.
Rhonda.

Leon WilsonFred Ramsey, Debbie Fannin Scott FanninPaul Kiessling Robbie TurnerJason Terry BaxterJon Hershburger

Our  People  Make  The  Difference

Roosevelt

✯
LITTLE

BIDDY BITS
By Danny Biddy

Keep A Lid
On It

I was making a protein
shake for breakfast early
one morning. I placed the
lid on it and was about to
starting shaking when I
was called out of the room.
I returned, grabbed the
container and started to
shake. Milk and powder
went everywhere! The lid
was just sitting on top
rather than connected
tightly to the container.

Have you ever been "all
shook up" and "words"
went everywhere because
the "lid" was not on tight-
ly? "Let everyone be quick
to hear, slow to speak and
slow to anger." (James
1:19)

YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPER IS

ON YOUR
SMART PHONE!
www.northchannelstar.com
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BUSINESS

      NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 281-328-9605 to Advertise YOUR Business in this Directory. 10,000 readers Weekly

Mrroofer@mail.com

Se Habla Español

New Roofs, Repairs, Painting,
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

HARDI PLANK SIDING

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

25% OFF
Mention this ad and receive 25% off

75 Uvalde Suite B
Houston, Texas 77015

713-401-9561

COMMING SOON JANUARY 2016
516 Normandy (Next to Family Dollar)

DIANE KILSBY
INSURANCE AGENCY

"your neighborhood agent for 40 years"

 Se Habla Español
• Auto Insurance • Retirement • Life Insurance         •
401K Rollover • Business Insurance • Wills               •

Homeowners & Renters Insurance • Notary
AND A WHOLE LOT MORE

 12655 Woodforest Blvd, Suite 710, Houston, Tx.   77015
 713-453-6348

ASK THE EXPERT
By Edward Jones

500 Normandy
Houston, TX 77015
Bus:713-590-9011
Fax:713-590-9016
jstephens1@farmersagent.com

CLASSES FORMING NOW!!!!!!
Teen & Adult Classes • Ages 14yrs-17yrs • Adults 18 yrs - 24 yrs
5pm-9pm (Teen Class) • Adult Walk In 10am-4pm Mon. - Frid.

Edward Jones
6830 E Sam Houston
Pkwy N, Suite 150
Houston, TX 77049

281-436-0396

ASK DIAMOND JIM

To advertise Call “WILLIE G” at 832-290-0355
Connections in Texas - CIT Entrepreneurs

“We promote Entrepreneurship”
www.connectionsintexas.biz

Like us on
Facebook

NORTH CHANNEL
✯STAR

Printing Department
713-977-2555

ATTORNEY
ANGELA D. JOHNSON

Channelview, Texas

281-452-6500
15201 East Freeway, Ste. 104

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

I CUT YARDS
large & small

832-398-9135
Jay

By Brecken Branstrator

New York--Though trends
in retail often tend to be con-
sumer driven, these days the
influence of technology is in-
creasingly apparent. In its lat-
est market brief analyzing the
retail environment, Synchrony
Financial identified a number
of trends impacting retailers
nationwide. Synchrony devel-
oped the list from ongoing re-
tail and consumer research,
and by tracking emerging as
well as well-established trends
that continue to be important
in the marketplace, as well as
those impacting the payments
space.

According to Synchrony,
technology is part of eight out
of the top 10 trends expected
to have the greatest impact on
retail sales this year. Here are
the first five of those trends
and what they’ll mean for re-
tailers. 1. Wearable technology.
Fashion and function continue
to mix, driving consumers’ de-
sire for wearable technology.
What’s more, wearable tech
continues to change the way
consumers are shopping, with
eight out of 10 shoppers who
are interested in wearables in-
dicating they want their devic-
es to enhance their in-store
experience.  2. New retail holi-
days. To spur sales and in-
crease customer acquisition,
some retailers have been cre-
ating their own shopping holi-
days beyond the 20 found on
the standard U.S. calendar and
are seeing big rewards--the Al-
ibaba Group launched Singles’

Diamond Jim: "How do
you predict market

trends?"
PART 1

Day this year and logged $14.3
billion in sales. 3. Voice technol-
ogy. While the main advantage
to voice technology is quicker
searches with audiences, it
goes beyond that. Synchrony
noted that one retailer un-
veiled a robotic in-store assis-
tant with which shoppers can
interact (think: an in-store
Siri), enhancing the consum-
ers’ experience.  4. Virtual re-
ality in the shopping
experience. Virtual reality can
create sensory experiences
with which users can interact.
Some progressive retailers al-
ready are using it to create
immersive experiences for
shoppers directly in their
home, such as a virtual store
tour or trying on new styles.
Virtual reality can take the
shopping experience to a new
level, providing consumers
with a personalized, interac-
tive retail context leading to
more sales across all channels.
5. Video streaming. A trend
that has taken off particularly
with millennials, video stream-
ing in a sales context can al-
low retailers to answer
consumer questions and show
the product in action, helping
to increase sales. In fact, 85 per-
cent of consumers have indicat-
ed they are more likely to
purchase after seeing a prod-
uct video, Synchrony said.

To be continued next
week…

If you have questions per-
taining to jewelry, watches, di-
amonds, precious stones,
precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewel-
ry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

As an investor, you may
be gaining familiarity
with the term “market cor-
rection.” But what does it
mean? And, more impor-
tantly, what does it mean
to you?

A correction occurs
when a key index, such as
the S&P 500, declines at
least 10% from its previ-
ous high. A correction, by
definition, is short-term in
nature and has historical-
ly happened fairly regu-
larly – about once a year.
However, over the past
several years, we’ve expe-
rienced fewer corrections,
so when we have one now,
it seems particularly jar-
ring to investors.

 How should you re-
spond to a market correc-
tion? The answer may
depend, to some extent, on
your stage of life.

• If you’re still working
… If you are in the early
or middle parts of your
working life, you might
not have to concern your-
self much about a market
correction because you
have decades to overcome
a short-term downturn.
Instead of selling stocks,
and stock-based invest-
ments, to supposedly “cut
your losses,” you may find
that now is a good time to
buy more shares of quali-
ty companies, when their
price is down.

• Also, you may want to
use the opportunity of a
correction to become
aware of the need to peri-
odically review and rebal-
ance your portfolio.
Stocks, and investments
containing stocks, often
perform well before a cor-
rection. If their price has
risen greatly, they may
account for a greater per-
centage of the total value
of your portfolio – so much
so, in fact, that you might
become “overweighted” in

How Should You Respond to
 Market “Correction”?

stocks, relative to your
goals, risk tolerance and
time horizon. That’s why
it’s important for you to
proactively rebalance your
portfolio – or, during a cor-
rection, the market may do
it for you. To cite one aspect
of rebalancing, if your port-
folio ever does become too
“stock-heavy,” you may

need to add some bonds or
other fixed-rate vehicles.
Not only can these invest-
ments help keep your port-
folio in balance, but they
also may hold up better
during a correction.

• If you’re retired … Af-
ter you retire, you may
need to take money from
your investment accounts

– that is, sell some invest-
ments – to help pay for
your cost of living. Ideally,
however, you don’t want to
sell stocks, or stock-based
vehicles, during a correc-
tion – because when you
do, you may be “selling
low.” (Remember the most
common rule of investing:
Buy low and sell high. It’s
not always easy to follow,
but it’s still pretty good
advice.)

• So, to avoid being
forced into selling, you
need to be prepared. Dur-
ing your retirement years,
try to keep at least a year’s
worth of cash instruments
on hand as well as short-
term fixed income invest-
ments. By having this
money to draw on, you may
be able to leave your stocks
alone and give them a
chance to recover, post-cor-
rection. And it’s important
to maintain a reasonable
percentage of stocks, and
stock-based vehicles, in
your portfolio, even during
retirement – because these
investments may provide
the growth necessary to
help keep you ahead of in-
flation. Consequently, as a
retiree, you should have a
balance of stocks and
stock-based vehicles, along
with fixed-income vehicles,
such as bonds, certificates
of deposit, government se-
curities and so on.

Being prepared can help
you get through a correc-
tion – no matter where you
are on life’s journey.

This article was written
by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers
in our FOUR newspapers, with a combined
circulation of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION
on your AD. Rates start at only $16 for 20
words. A bargain!

Call 281-328-9605

SAILBOAT:
PEARSON
23’ 1979 in the water
at Watergate Marina
in Clear Lake.
713-977-2555.

                  tfn

BOATS FOR SALE CEMETERY LOTS

CEMETERY
Lots for sale, San Ja-
cinto Memorial Park,
East Beltway 8/I-10.
St. Hyacinch, lots 38
(1-4) 713-666-2223.

               4-12

2013 CHEVY
SONIC LT
C E R T I F I E D
#D7243469A
$ 11,991 Call 281-
328-4377

2014 CHEVY
CRUZE 2LT
CERTIFIED PE1084
$ 13,991Call 281-
328-4377

2012 FORD
EDGE LIMITED
 CBA23574  $15,991
Call 281-328-4377

2013 CHEVY
SUBURBAN LT
C E R T I F I E D
DR361209
$ 29,991Call 281-
328-4377

AUTO FOR SALE

FOR SALE

BEDROOM SET
Pine Oak in excellent
condition. Dresser w/
7 doors, night stand,
clean bed w/ mat-
tress & box spring.
$250. Call
918-398-3848.

       7-2

SERVICES

LEGAL ADVERTISING

You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a local
newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches more readers in
your area, and costs much less. Rates are $15.00 per column inch,
plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ per word plus affidavit. We can give
you an exact quote if required. Please call or email for assistance.
Thank you for supporting our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR
281-328-9605    email: northchannelstar@gmail.com

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a local

newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches more readers in
your area, and costs much less. Rates are $10.00 per column inch,
plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ per word plus affidavit. We can give
you an exact quote if required. Please call or email for assistance.
Thank you for supporting our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper
281-328-9605         email: starcouriernews@aol.com

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Experienced
Video

Photographer
specializes in

Weddings,
Birthdays,

Conferences.
Call Ari @

832-630-4487

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community Center
Backdraft Rest.
Woodforest Bank
Conoco Station
Post Office (outside)

CROSBY:
Library
Community Center
Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Kroger’s
Community Bank (2)

Where can I pick up
a Star-Courier?

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

“Proposals will be received by the Galena Park Independent School
District until 10:00 a.m., March 29, 2016 for FUNDRAISING ITEMS RFP 16-
014. At that time proposals will be opened at the GPISD Admin Bldg.
located at 14705 Woodforest Blvd., Houston, TX 77015. Additional
information may be obtained by contacting Kristi Helton at 832-386-1008
or on our website: http://galenaparkisd.com/purchasing_currentbids. The
Galena Park ISD reserves the right to reject any or all proposals.”

Channelview ISD Property Foreclosure Auction; March 1, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.;
Bayou City Event Center at 9401 Knight Rd, Houston, TX 77045; LTS 2 & 10,
BLK 12, SAN JACINTO RIVER ESTATES 1; HCAD # 0681130120002; Property
Address: 17704 MEADOWBROOK DR CHANNELVIEW TX 77530; Opening Bid:
$10,300.00; call 832.777.3373 for more information.

STAR-COURIER
is on the Internet &
your Smart Phone

www.starcouriernews.com
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