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CHANNEL
CHATTER

Pct. 2 Senior
Market Day

Wednesday, February 15,
2017 from 10 am to 2pm, Gray-
son Center, 13828 Corpus
Christi. Shopping, Healthcare,
Screenings, Crafts, Jewelry,
handmade quilts, door prizes,
silent auction. Free to the pub-
lic.

Fidelity High
School History

The Fidelity High School
Historical Committee is seeking
memorabilia about the school,
from the public and alumni.

An exhibit about the
school is being planned for the
future, when enough material
is assembled.

Contact Linda Watkins at
981-458-2650 or
sibleyla@sbcglobal.net if you
have any items or information
to contribute to this effort.

Frost Bank
Ribbon Cutting

The public and chamber
members are invited to the
open house and ribbon cutting
at the new Frost Bank branch
at 13630 East Freeway,

The event will take place
from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on
Wednesday, Feb. 15th.

JC/GP Rotary
Programs

The Rotary Club of Jacinto
City/Galena Park continues to
seek new members, and invit-
ed you to join them at lunch for
one of their programs.

The club meets every
Wednesday, from 12 noon to
1 pm, at the Baggett Center
building in Galena Park.

Programs for February are
themed “Really? | didn’t know
that.” On February 1st, James
Beasley presented a program
on Black History month. On
February 8th Dan Waite pre-
sented a program on tax advan-
tages in the IRS code.

Programs to come are:

February 15 - former Gale-
na Park city councilwoman Ma-
ricela Serna will discuss the Ga-
lena Park Resource Center.

February 22 - instead of a
luncheon meeting, the club will
hold a golf tournament on Feb-
ruary 23.

Chamber luncheon hears from District Clerk

Office services,

historical stories

The North Channel
Chamber of Commerce
continued a busy schedule
last Friday, with their
monthly luncheon. This
followed a very successful,
well attended 40th Anni-
versary Gala the week be-
fore.

Adam Lund, the new
president of the Chamber,
emceed the luncheon meet-
ing, which started with
Mark Kramer of Channel-
view ISD presenting Out-
standing Students and
Educators.

New members were also
introduced, including
Huckabee Architects, and
Andrew Held of Frost
Bank.

This was followed by the
keynote speaker, Harris
County District Clerk
Chris Daniel, who man-
aged to give a talk that was
both entertaining, infor-
mative, and full of histori-
cal anecdotes.

Daniel’s District Clerk

DISTRICT CLERK CHRIS DANIEL

office is in charge of court
records, he said. As such,
he is in charge of jury duty
for county courts, and also
offers passport services
and maintains historical
Harris County Court
Records dating back to
1836.

In regard to jury duty,
Daniel said that you may
be called to serve on a jury
if you are registered to
vote, or if you have a driv-
ers license. The drivers li-
cense list was added, after
the state discovered that

some were not registering
to vote to avoid jury duty.
Daniel also maintains a
website where the public
can search and read all
court records. This is at
www.hcdistrictclerk.com.
There is also a tab on the
site for obtaining free
background checks on oth-
er individuals.

Passports are available
from his office, either at
201 Caroline downtown, or
at 5 locations county wide,
mostly libraries.

Daniel’s office has 450
employees and oversees a
$32 million budget. He was
first elected in 2010 and re-
elected in 2014. His office
staffs 76 courts with clerks,
maintains records for
those courts, and runs jury
service.

On a personal note,
Daniel earned a mechani-
cal engineering degree
from UT Austin, and the
South Texas College of
Law, passing the bar in
2012. His wife Jennifer is
a CPA, and a native or Bar-
bers Hill. Oh, note that
Daniel speaks Dutch.

Governor Abbott releases
2018-19 budget

AUSTIN - Coinciding
with his State of the State
address, Governor Greg
Abbott today released his
budget for the 2018-19 bi-
ennium. The Governor’s
budget ensures Texas will
live within its means while
fully funding key priorities
without raising taxes or
debt, and without looting
the Rainy Day Fund. The
budget released by the
Governor builds on the
successes of the 84th Leg-
islature and looks to the
future by strategically in-
vesting in priorities that
protect the safety and se-
curity of Texans, furthers
educational advancement
of our future workforce,
and empowers the private
sector to create jobs, while
also defending individual
liberties and guarding
against government over-
reach.

“This upcoming bienni-
um will be a time for ad-
dressing essential needs
and eliminating the non-
essential wants,” said Gov-
ernor Abbott. “That is why
my budget proposal en-

Galena Park-Jacinto City CIP
CIP meeting hears details on

dredging of ship channel

Members and guests of
the CIP (Community-In-
dustry Partnership) heard
details of dredging meth-
ods and regulations, at
their last meeting on
Thursday, Feb. 2 at the
Baggett Center in Galena
Park.

Mark Coyle explained
that there are four types of
dredging: Hydraulic, Me-
chanical, Mechanical/Hy-
draulic Offloading, and
Hopper. The choice of
which type is governed by
cost, and conditions and
location of the required
work.

Also a consideration is
where the dredged materi-
al will be disposed of. Coyle
said that the Army Corps
of Engineers counts 12 ap-
proved disposal areas
around the ship channel,
including three in the Ga-
lena Park area.

Coyle said that some-
times these spoils areas
can sometimes be turned

sures that state
government lives
within its means
while maintaining
funding for impor-
tant, but limited
priorities. Fostering
a climate of fiscal
responsibility, low
taxes, reasonable
regulation, and lim-
ited government
will enable Texas to
remain the envy of
the nation and en-
courage private sec-
tor investment,
expansion, and in-
novation.”
Highlights Of The
Governor’s Budget:
*Adds $500 million for
reforming Child Protective
Services (CPS)
eMaintains $800 mil-
lion in funding for border
security
eFully funds $5 billion
in additional road con-
struction without new tax-
es, fees, debt, or tolls
eFully funds optional,
high-quality PreK pro-
grams

MARK COVYLE of Crosby Dredging and Construction explains
with a slide show the regulations and details of dredging
and water depth in the Houston Ship Channel.

into “beneficial use sites”
suitable for marsh or wild-
life areas.

Coyle said that the ex-
isting ship channel has a
depth of 45 feet toward
Galveston Bay, and is pro-
gressively shallower as it
goes toward the turning
basin, where it is only 32

feet. Coyle said that sur-
veys or depth measure-
ments are continual, due to
movement of sediment.
Constant dredging is re-
quired in both the main
federal channel, and the
private channels next to
petrochemical facilities.

Governor Abbott

eFully funds job cre-
ation programs like the
Texas Enterprise Fund
(TEF)

eFully funds the Gover-
nor’s University Research
Initiative (GURI)

eFully funds disaster-
relief programs

*Cuts taxes on employ-
ers (franchise tax) by an-
other $250 million

eMaintains funding for
development grants that
support Texas military
bases

SPEAKERS at the North Channel Chamber February Iuﬁcheon
included Chris Daniel, Shalonda Dawkins, Christie Gates,

Adam Lund, and Mark Kramer.

During his first term in
office, Daniel focused on
turning more courts into
efficient, cost-saving e-
courts, modernizing the
subpoena process and of-
fering more services, such
as passports.

In 2013 Daniel collabo-
rated with Sheriff Adrian
Garcia and the District
Attorney’s office to create
eSubpoena, an efficient
electronic system that
greatly reduces the time it
takes to notify or summon

witnesses.

As custodian of the Har-
ris County Historical Doc-
ument Room, Daniel has
access to a number of im-
portant and interesting
documents related to the
history of Harris County,
and the state of Texas. As
part of his talk, he related
serveral stories about his-
torically important charac-
ters that were revealed in
court documents, including
David Burnet and Howard
Hughes.

2015 Miss Black
Houston to compete in

Miss Houston Pageant

By Allan Jamail

Maeamour (Mae) Jones
the 2015 Miss Black Houston
says she’ll be competing in
the 2017 Miss Houston Pag-
eant, at the Hilton Houston
Post Oak Hotel, April 13th —
15th, 2017. She has been com-
peting in pageants for almost
3 years; she says her favorite
part is bringing recognition to
her platform which is, bring-
ing awareness to the deaf
community. Jones said she
enjoys sports and photogra-
phy and her goal in life is to
become a Sports Broadcast
Journalist.

Mae attended Clements
High School and graduated in
2011. Later, she earned her
Bachelor’s in Mass Communi-
cations, and minored in Sign
Language in 2015 from Sam
Houston State University.
Currently she is working on
becoming an American Sign
Language teacher or Inter-
preter to young children. She
has enrolled back in school to
receive her Masters from the
University of Houston. Jones

North Shore Rotary

Maeamour (Mae) Jones

is a member of the Fifth Ward
Church of Christ where she’s
an active youth volunteer.
Pageants continue to mo-
tivate many young women to
strive to be their best and
work toward their positive
goals. You can be a part of
helping Mae achieve her goal,
by donating and supporting
her. Sponsorship funds can be
given online at
www.GoFundMe.com/n5hdfw,
or mailed to P.O Box 16362,
Sugar Land, TX 77496-6362.

Community support projects
are the highlight of luncheon

At their weekly lun-
cheon last week, the North
Shore Rotarians were up-
dated on several communi-
ty projects that they
support.

Rotarian Dan Mims and
club president Kim Gonza-
lez displayed a banner
from the Sheldon FFA
Livestock Show, indicating
that the club had pur-
chased a Grand Champion
swine in support of the
scholarship program. The
pig was exhibited by Kay-
dee Denton, and purchased
for $1600.

The club also purchased
other animals at the Show,
including the 3rd place
swine exhibited by Saman-
tha Doerr and purchased
for $1250, and the 5th
place swine, exhibited by
Alfonso Trevino and pur-
chased for $1200.

In addition, other Rotar-
ians Dan Mims, and Don
Nino bought animals on
their own.

Rotary Club president Kim Gi

onzalez holds a banner with

Dan Mims, indicating that they bought the Grand Champion
swine at the recent Sheldon FFA Livestock Show.

North Shore Rotary also donated $2500 to the Baytown

Shriners Club for their work with injured children.
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SPORTS

Channelview’s Pope
signs with Blinn College

Channelview High School football player Tuciano Pope signed a letter of intent to play for
Blinn Junior College on a full scholarship this fall. Pope was a First Team defensive selection
for his play at safety, but he was also an impact player as a wide receiver as he was named
to the Second Team All-District Offense. He was a key player for the Falcons during their
back-to-back playoff seasons.

Mustangs sign Letter of Intent

On February 1, eight North Shore Mustang football players signed a letter of intent to their
respective colleges on National Signing Day. Families, friends, coaches and teachers gathered
together to show support as these athletes took the next step in their athletic and academic
careers.

Bryant Badie- University of Louisiana- Monroe; K’Lavon Chaisson- Louisiana State University;
Khayman Johnson- West Texas A&M University; Eltroy Potts- Tyler Junior College; Kieston
Roach-Texas State University; Joshua Sifuentes- Grandview College; Matthew Stephenson-
Texas Southern University; and Jaylen Thomas- Sam Houston State University.
Congratulations on this accomplishment!

GALENA PARK ISD: )
North Shore Football Team raises

money for North Channel
Assistance Ministries

On January 12, the North Shore Senior High football team presented Sally Phillips, North
Channel Assistance Ministries volunteer, with a generous cash donation on behalf of North
Shore Senior High School. The team held a fundraiser and collected spare change from
their classmates during each lunch period.

The money donated will be used to purchase food for the food pantry. We are so proud
of the team for giving back to the community. Keep up the good work!

The North Channel Assistance Ministries is available to assist anyone living within the area
codes of 77013, 77049, 77015, 11078, 77044, 770530 and parts of 77029 with proof of
residency. The food pantry is open Tuesday through Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
If you would like to donate to North Channel Assistance Ministries, please contact Sally
Phillips at 713-453-2028 or sjphillips711@yahoo.com.

Chamber honors Channelview
students, educator

The North Channel Area Chamber of Commerce honored three Channelview ISD students
and one teacher as their February Students and Educator of the Month at the organization's
regular luncheon recently. The honorees were, from left, Gabriela Morales from Alice
Johnson Junior High, Angel Zepeda Nunez from Channelview High School, Educator of
the Month Janelly Alfaro from Aguirre Junior High and Valerie Arango from Aguirre Junior
High.

SHOP IN THE COMMUNITY

ELLIOTT'S COMMLUMN
BARBER SHOP

ELLIOTT SR., Owner
13030 Woodiorest Blvd, Ste G
Houston, Texas 77005

FARMERS INSURANCE

CRISELDA SALINAS AGENCY

918 Mercury Drive, Suite #4
Houston, Texas 77029

REMEX

East

FPhone: 332-649-44580 - 832-545-3512
Hours of Operation
Tuesday-Friday 9am- 7 pm
Saturday Barm-&pm A/—..._,\

Closed: Sunday & Monday

Auto* Home* Life * Flood

Phone: 832-830-8987
Fax: 832-295-6423

[ ———]

Friday Brume
Realtor

779 Normandy Street

x: 713-451-0461
Emall fidoyremaxs006eyaneo.com

- To advertise Call “WILLIE G” at 832-290-0355
Connections in Texas - CIT Entrepreneurs

Maonday - Friday
900 am - 5:30 pm

Northshore Vacuum & Janitorial Suppl
729 Uvalde Road ® Houston, TX 77015

CONNIE STERLING, OWNER am
Phone: 713-451-3247 e -
-

o
~ Saturday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

“We promote Entrepreneurship”

" " " Like us on
www.connectionsintexas.biz

Facebook

www.northshorevacuum.net mll northshorevac@comcast.net

Try a little
LENDERNESS

e Save 75% on Omaha Steaks |
wes

FEARTLAND GUALITF

o) Top Sirloins < — ‘

2 (4 oz} Boneless Pork Chops = ey

2 Bonaloss Chicken Breasts (5 Ib. pkn) OE;‘L‘JE"'145“., ks TR Py
Kiolbasa Sausagos e ks S
) Stuffed Sole with Burgers

muup-. & Crabment

12 oz. pkg. AlkBoof Moatballs

4 v} Potatoos au Gratin
Caramel Apple Talets
Omaha Stoaks Seasoning Packet
46121LVN | Reg. $200.90

Mow Only $4‘90(}

1-800-791- 9027 ask for 46191LVN
www.OmahaSteaks.com/fire28

FREE!

I.llllI.ETll M? . IIEHIEII BE!EFII’S? = WE CAN HELP!

BILL GORDON

ASSOCIATES

Win...No Award / No Fee
All Cases Considered

2 Applications/Hearings/Appeals

B4 Immediate Access to
Experienced Personnel

&4 We Strive For Quick
Claim Approval

L2 Free Consultation
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SCHOOL NEWS

Channelview BPA students qualify for state competition

Channelview High
School’s Business Profes-
sionals of America chapter
shined in the spotlight
with 15 students qualify-
ing for state after their per-
formance at the BPA
Regional Competition in
Sugar Land recently.

The BPA State Compe-
tition will be held March 1-
4 in Dallas. The top
medalists will then ad-
vance to the national con-
test in May.

“Our students did an
amazing job and have put
so much work into prepar-
ing for this competition,”
said Erin Bowman, BPA
adviser at Channelview
High School. “I was proud
of the way they represent-
ed our school and our com-
munity.”

The following students
earned awards at the Re-
gional Competition and
are advancing to state:

Graphic Design
Jose Alvarez - First
Place
Computer Animation Team
Jose Alvarez and Adriel
Arias - First Place

UT-Austin’s OnRamps program giving

Channelview High School’s Business Professionals of America students proudly show the
medals they earned at the BPA Regional Competition in Sugar Land. Fifteen students qualified
for the State Competition, while four students were named State Alternates.

Karina Solis and Mera-
ri Torres - Second Place
Computer Modeling

Adriel Arias - Second
Place
Video Production Team

Rafael Elorza, Chris
Frias, and Ariel Juarez -
First Place

Jessica Garza, Jonathan
Meija, and Eduardo Rebol-
loso - Second Place

Personal Finance
Emily Garza - First
Place
Payroll Accounting
Giovanni Gonzalez -
Third Place
Network Design Team
Dylon McRae and
Laryssa Torres - First
Place
Entrepreneurship

Gabriel Mena-Morales -
Second Place

State alternates include
Miguel Valle, who finished
in sixth place in the Fun-
damental Accounting cat-
egory at regionals and the
third place Presentation
Management Team of Jose
Arellano, Gabriel Mena-
Morales and Evelyn Mon-
telongo.

CHS students on early jump on college credits

By Mark Kramer
Channelview ISD Public
Relations

The University of Texas
at Austin’s OnRamps Dual
Enrollment program is giv-
ing Channelview High
School students an early
start toward earning cred-
its in college-level courses.

Channelview High
School launched the pro-
gram at the beginning of
this school year, offering
classes in English Lan-
guage Arts (ELA), Geo-
science, Statistics,
Pre-Calculus and Physics.
The 88 students who are
enrolled in the program
are taught by CHS teach-
ers who are trained and
certified by OnRamps fa-
cilitators.

“We are excited to be
able to provide these op-
portunities for our stu-
dents,” CHS Principal
Cindi Ollis said. “On-
Ramps brings the college
experience to the high
school classroom and
transforms how students
learn, while preparing
them for post-secondary
academic success.”

During the fall semes-
ter, students complete a
series of required assign-
ments which leads them
into the transition of rig-
orous college-level course-
work during the spring.
Students that successfully
complete the first semester
of OnRamps will receive
high school course credit.
Students that master the
second semester of their
OnRamps courses will re-
ceive three core credits
from the University of Tex-
as that will transfer to any
public college or universi-
ty in the state. In addition,
students in English class-
es are eligible for course
credit from UT in the fall
and spring semesters for a
total of six core credits.

“OnRamps offers stu-
dents authentic college
courses that provide them
with both the academic
expectations and social ex-
pectations of college,” said
Jennifer Saenz, UT-Aus-
tin’s assistant director of
strategic partnerships.

For example, Jenelle
Million’s Geoscience class
involves the study of how
biology, physics, chemistry
and geology are integrated
into the earth’s systems.
Million incorporates lec-
tures, group activities and
technology to enhance ad-
vanced learning skills
among her students.

“The content that I
teach is the same content

University of Texas OnRamps facilitator Alison Mote and
Channelview High School OnRamps students Jonathan Paz,
Christian Loza and Angel Zepeda investigate radioactive
decay through the use of technology programs in Jenelle
Million’s Geosciences class. Students in the OnRamps
program are able to earn core credits from the University
of Texas that will transfer to any public college or university

“The students get a very
real, up-close experience
about the expectations of
college-level courses,” she
said. “They are given the
exact same material and
coursework that is taught
at major universities, but
just on an extended time
frame. The students are
responsible for their own
learning. If they are will-
ing to put in the time and
effort, the rewards are
great.”

To learn more about the
OnRamps program, log on
to onramps.utexas.edu.

C

COMMUNITY EVENTS

East Houston Democrats meeting

East Houston Democrats invites you to attend the Feb-
ruary Membership Meeting on Thursday, February 16 be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. Membership Meetings are held at Fud-
drucker's located at 855 Normandy Road. In an effort to
introduce newly elected leaders to the community, they
have scheduled at least one elected leader monthly to ad-
dress the community. Membership dues are $40 per house-
hold, $30 for an individual or $20 for a college student.
More information may be obtained by contacting Charlotte
Jackson, Treasurer at 832-896-633 or by email at
Charlotte.Jackson@yahoo.com

East Houston Democrats Volunteer
Deputy Voter Registar Training

East Houston Democrats Club is hosting a Volunteer Dep-
uty Voter Registrar Training on Saturday, February 18 at 230
p.m. This free training is open to any registered voter in
Harris County. The training will take Harris County Library
located at 15741 Wallisville Road, Houston 77049. The class
is presented by the Office of Harris County Tax Assessor-
Collector Ann Harris Bennett. Class is one hour and partici-
pants must arrive on time and attend the training in its en-
tirety.

The Buckshot Jamboree

Enjoy Classic Country music every Saturday night from 7
pm - 10 pm with The Buckshot Jamboree at 7414 Hartman
near Old Beaumont Highway. More info, call 281-458-0729
or 832-444-5000.

Galena Park Senior Dance

Senior Dance is every Monday at the Alvin D. Building,
1302 Keene St., Galena Park. 7 pm - 9 pm. No cover charge.
Live band Country music. Call for more information: 713-
455-7335.

North Shore Senior Dance

North Shore Seniors holds a dance every Thursday from
1 - 4 pm at the Grayson/Baldree Building, Corpus Christi
street. Live bands and refreshments. Cost is $ 5/per person.
For more information call 713-455-3660.

San Jacinto Pilot Club meeting

The Club meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at Ly-
ondellBasell on Sheldon Road at noon. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.SanJacintoPilot.com.

www.NorthChannelStar.com

in the state.

that is taught at UT-Aus-
tin,” she said. “We use the
same labs, similar lectures
and tests. My students are
required to investigate and
work together to solve
problems or explain what
they are seeing. These
methods of teaching helps
students to broaden their
higher-level thinking
skills.”

Incorporating technolo-
gy into the classroom is an
important part of the On-
Ramps curriculum. Mil-
lion’s students participate
in interactive studies of
the Earth’s interior, geolog-
ic processes, climate sys-
tems and energy systems
through the use of website
programs and other elec-
tronic resources.

“This generation of stu-
dents grew up with the in-
ternet and computers and
use them regularly,” Mil-
lion said. “Using digital
platforms of learning nat-
urally helps to reach these
students in a way that goes
beyond the traditional
classroom.”

In Robert Barajas’ Sta-
tistics class, students are
learning statistical con-
cepts by using computer
programming methods.
“The university’s philoso-
phy is that it would be a
great asset to the students
to learn computer code and
statistics at the same
time,” he said. “It has been
an eye-opening experience
for my students as some of
them had never even con-
sidered computer pro-
gramming as a possible
major or future career.”

Unlike a regular high
school class where the ma-
jority of learning is per-

forming in the classroom,
the OnRamps students are
responsible for reading
and learning the major
concepts of the class on
their own time like in a
college class. Classroom
time is used for discussion
and collaboration on
projects. Students are then
required to show mastery
of what they’ve learned
through exams and quiz-
zes.

Along with the ad-
vanced coursework, CHS
English teacher Joseph
Canicatti believes the On-
Ramps program prepares
students for the rigorous
timelines of courses in col-
lege classes. In his Rheto-
ric class, the curriculum is
designed to prepare stu-
dents to better analyze and
produce arguments involv-
ing a variety of topics and
issues.

“OnRamps attempts to
provide a link between the
vastly different pacing of
college and expectations of
college,” Canicatti said.
“Most of our course is con-
ducted in workshop-style
format where the students
have learned the topics at
home. In class, we will
share discussion about
what the students have
been studying or working
on related projects.”

In her experience work-
ing with UT’s OnRamps
program, Saenz said she
has seen the program pro-
vide students with valu-
able access to college
resources. She added that
this type of support is de-
signed to create a smooth
transition for students as
they face more challenging
grading, deadlines and ex-
ams.

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar
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OPINION PAGE

Uncle Sam Wants You
To Save For Retirement

(NAPSD—If you
ever feel your finances
are too stretched to
save for retirement,
you're not alone—and
there could be good
news for you. The
Saver’s Credit—a
little-known tax credit
made available by the
IRS to eligible taxpay-
ers—could make
saving for retirement
more affordable than
you think. It may
reduce your federal
income taxes when you
save for retirement
through a qualified
retirement plan or an
Individual Retirement
Account (IRA).

“The Saver’s Credit
is a fantastic tax credit
because it pays you to
save for retirement. It
offers eligible workers
an added incentive to
save for retirement on
top of the benefits of
tax-deferred savings
when they contribute
to a 401(k), 403(b) or
IRA,” says Catherine
Collinson, president of
nonprofit Transameri-
ca Center for Retire-
ment Studies®.

Here’s how it works:

1. Check Your
Eligibility

Depending on your
filing status and
income level, you may
qualify for a nonre-
fundable credit of up to
$1,000 (or $2,000 if
filing jointly) on your
federal income taxes
for that year when you
contribute to a 401(k),
403(b) or similar
retirement plan, IRA
or myRA.

Single filers with an
Adjusted Gross Income
(AGI) of up to $30,750
in 2016 or $31,000 in
2017 are eligible. For
the head of a house-
hold, the AGI limit is
$46,125 in 2016 or
$46,500 in 2017. For
those who are married
and file a joint return,
the AGI limit is
$61,500 in 2016 or
$62,000 in 2017.

You must be 18
years old or older by
January 1 and cannot
be a full-time student
or be claimed as a
dependent on another
person’s tax return. If
you fit within these
parameters, the
Saver’s Credit may be
for you.

2. Save for Retire-
ment

Save for retirement
in your employer’s
retirement plan, if
offered, or in an IRA.
In general, for every
dollar you contribute to
a qualified retirement
plan or IRA (up to the
lesser of the limits
permitted by an
employer-sponsored
plan or the IRS), you
defer that amount from
your current overall
taxable income on your
federal tax returns—

and you may also
qualify for the Saver’s
Credit.

3. File Your Tax
Return and Claim the
Credit

When you prepare
your federal tax re-
turns, you can claim
your Saver’s Credit by
subtracting this tax
credit from your
federal income taxes
owed.

Workers who are
eligible to claim the
Saver’s Credit are also
eligible to take advan-
tage of IRS’ Free File
program for taxpayers
with an AGI of $64,000
or less. Twelve com-
mercial software
companies make their
tax preparation soft-
ware available for free
through the Free File
program at
www.irs.gov/FreeFile.

e If you are using tax
preparation software,
including those offered
through IRS’ Free File
program at
www.irs.gov, use Form
1040, Form 1040A or
Form 1040NR. If your
software has an inter-
view process, be sure to
answer questions about
the Saver’s Credit, also
referred to as the
Retirement Savings
Contributions Credit
and/or Credit for
Qualified Retirement
Savings Contributions.

e If you are prepar-
ing your tax returns
manually, complete
Form 8880, the Credit
for Qualified Retire-
ment Savings Contri-
butions, to determine
your exact credit rate
and amount. Then
transfer the amount to
the designated line on
Form 1040, Form
1040A or Form
1040NR.

e If you are using a
professional tax pre-
parer, be sure to ask
about the Saver’s
Credit.

¢ Consider having
any refund you receive
directly deposited to an
IRA to further boost
your retirement sav-
ings.

Note that the Saver’s
Credit is not available
with Form 1040EZ.

The 17th Annual
Transamerica Retire-
ment Survey found
that just one in three
American workers are
aware that the credit
exists. Don’t overlook
Uncle Sam’s Saver’s
Credit; it may help you
pay less in your current
federal income taxes
while saving for retire-
ment.

For more details on
the Saver’s Credit and
online retirement
planning calculators,
visit the Transamerica
Center for Retirement
Studies® at
www.transamericacenter.org.
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I CAN'T BUY
MY WIFE A CARD FOR
VALENTINE'S DAY...

REALLY?

SHESAIDIF
1 EVER DID, SHE'D
CROAK!

Governor raises four
1ssues to emergency status

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott delivered his sec-
ond biennial “State of the
State” address to a joint
session of the Texas Legis-
lature on Jan. 31.

In exercising his prerog-
ative as governor, Abbott
presented a short list of
emergency items for law-
makers to enact during the
85th regular session of the
Texas Legislature:

- Improvements to Child
Protective Services;

-Aban on sanctuary cit-
ies;

- Ethics reforms; and

- Approve a resolution
calling for a convention of
states.

Abbott said a conven-
tion of the states is needed
to propose constitutional
amendments in order to
“fix America” because of a
federal government “grown
out of control.” It would
take a two-thirds majority,
or 34 of the 50 state legis-
latures, to call a conven-
tion under Article V of the
United States Constitu-
tion.

In addition to the emer-
gency items, Abbott called
for:

- A hiring freeze, to be
observed at all state agen-
cies through the month of
August. The freeze, he said,
would give the state $200
million to use on other bud-
get items;

- More attention to pre-
kindergarten programs
and the funding of them;

- Full funding of the Tex-
as Enterprise Fund, a fi-
nancial instrument used
by the governor’s office to
help lure big businesses to
the Lone Star State; and

- Property tax reform.

On Feb. 1, a day after
delivering the State of the
State address, Abbott met
with U.S. Department of
Homeland Security Secre-
tary John Kelly for a quick
tour of the Rio Grande Val-
ley. “Together with the fed-
eral government, Texas
will not flinch in our re-
solve to keep our citizens
safe,” Abbott said, and
pointed out the connection
between border security
and his emergency item
calling for a ban on sanc-
tuary cities.

Hecht speaks to
lawmakers

Texas Supreme Court
Chief Justice Nathan

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

State § Capital

it

e

i

HIGHLIGHTS

Hecht delivered his “State
of the Judiciary” address to
ajoint session of the Texas
Legislature on Feb. 1.
Hecht began his re-
marks by recounting the
2015 shooting of State Dis-
trict Judge Julie Kocurek
in Travis County. Kocurek
survived the shooting and
returned to the bench.
“With judges like Judge
Kocurek serving the people
of Texas every day,” Hecht
said, “I am proud to report
to you that the state of the
Texas judiciary is strong.”
Hecht asked lawmakers
for help in improving judi-
cial security and compen-
sation, electronic access to
court documents, guard-
ianship monitoring and in-
creased access to justice for
the poor and the middle
class. Hecht pledged to
work with lawmakers in
crafting reforms to the bail
system, the treatment of
the mentally ill and the im-
position of fines, fees and
costs for minor offenses.
Hecht also called for an
end to straight ticket vot-
ing in judicial elections.
Following Hecht’s address,
Texas House Speaker Joe
Straus agreed, adding: “We
shouldn’t stop there. Tex-
as should join 40 other
states and end straight
ticket voting in all elec-
tions. This change would
encourage voters to learn
more about individual can-
didates, their platforms
and their qualifications.
Too often, good men and
women are swept out of
down-ballot offices due to
the political winds at the
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moment. It has happened
in San Antonio and across
Texas. I look forward to
working with my col-
leagues to address this is-
sue.”
Health spending
analyzed

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on Jan. 31 an-
nounced his office’s posting
of an online report exam-
ining health care-related
spending by 68 state agen-
cies and higher education
institutions from fiscal
2011 through 2015.

The report features a
close look at the five state
agencies reporting the
largest share of that
spending: the Texas Health
and Human Services Com-
mission, the Department of
Aging and Disability Ser-
vices, the Department of
State Health Services, the
Employees Retirement
System and the Teacher
Retirement System. Those
agencies accounted for
82.5 percent of all state
health care spending in fis-
cal 2015. The report also
features a section on
health care spending by
counties.

One finding in the re-
port is that in fiscal 2015,
Texas spent $42.9 billion
on health care, represent-
ing 43.1 percent of all state
appropriations.

Revenue total is
reported

Texas Comptroller He-
gar announced state sales
tax revenue totaled $2.45
billion in January, 0.7 per-
cent less than in January
2016.

“Sales tax collections
reflect tepid spending by
both businesses and con-
sumers. Receipts from the
information sector were
up, but declines were seen
in receipts from the con-
struction and mining sec-
tors, as well as retail
trade,” Hegar said.

However, he added, total
sales tax revenue for the
three months ending in
January 2017 was up by
0.3 percent compared with
the same period a year ago.

Get Ahead
of
Allergies

(NAPSI)—Don’t
wait for allergy season
to arrive to do some-
thing to avoid the
health problems that
allergies can cause.
There are several easy
steps you can take to
beat the sneezing
before it starts.

Here are some
prevention tips:

¢ Cut back on
carpeting; instead,
consider using tile
and hardwood floors.

® Use a vacuum
with a HEPA filter.

® Roll up your
window shades and
clean your drapes.

* Have your HVAC
system professionally
cleaned.

Dirty ducts can
harbor pollen and
other pollutants.
Contaminants are
pulled into the HVAC
system and recirculat-
ed several times a
day. The buildup in
the ductwork creates
continuous exposure
that only cleaning can
address.

A complete cleaning
should include replac-
ing the filter and
cleaning the duct-
work, from where the
air enters the return
duct, through the air
handler (blower, coil,
and head exchanger),
to the exit, where the
air is released to
condition the home.
This will remove
built-up particulates
and contaminants
such as pollen, im-
proving indoor air
quality and maximiz-
ing system efficiency.

Members of the
National Air Duct
Cleaners Association
(NADCA) have signed
the NADCA Code of
Ethics and invested
time and resources
into industry training
and education. NAD-
CA requires that all
members have at least
one certified Air
Systems Cleaning
Specialist (ASCS) on
staff, and they must
clean and restore your
heating and cooling
system in accordance
with NADCA stan-
dards and guidelines.

Get facts and tips at
BreathingClean.com.
The Find A Profes-
sional directory can
help you locate a
certified individual in
your area.

Attention:

VIAGRA & CIALIS Users

There's a More Affordable & Effective
Alternative to U.S. Pharmacy High Prices!

For discreet home delivery,

50 Pill Special:

Only $99

Plus
free Shipping!

CALL NOW!

FAX Line. 977-1188
email: grafikstar@aol.com
Member Texas Press Association

800-923-6962

Operators Available 24/7!
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Van and Georgia May

Celebrate 60th Anniversary

o

Van & Georgia May

Long-time Crosby residents, Van and Georgia May, celebrate their 60th Anniver-
sary on February 9th. They got married in Crosby, traveled to Monterey, Mexico for

their honeymoon, and have lived in Crosby all their married life.

Van and Georgia met when she was 16 and he was 20 at the Crosby Nite Spot —
the local favorite for live music and dancing. The Crosby Nite Spot was owned by
Van’s mother, Fannie May. (It was located in the area that is now occupied by Iguana
Joe’s restaurant.) For many years Van was the lead singer/guitarist in the band, The
May Brothers, performing weekly at the Crosby Nite Spot, and even performed on

the popular Utah Carl TV show.

Van graduated from Crosby High School in 1949. He was quite the athlete: Foot-
ball: Undefeated District Champions ‘48. Track: District Champion in four events:
broad jump, one-mile race, 440 relay, and one-mile relay. At Regionals his team won
the one mile relay and he won 3rd in the one-mile race. He qualified for State in four
events but didn’t get to compete because he had the mumps. The Crosby Buffalos
went on to also win District in basketball that year. Van is the also the ultimate
outdoorsman: deer hunting, fishing, archery (won 3rdplace in the 1965 Archery State
Championship in the heavy tackle division using a recurve bow, and in 1966 placed
Tth in State). His other great love and work was as a horse trainer — winning many
trophies, saddles, belt buckles, and equipment in horse shows on his prized Quarter
Horse, Sweet Thang. He owned his own company, May Construction, building metal

buildings, carports, and barns around Crosby and beyond.

Georgia (Smesny) graduated in 1953 from Dayton High School. Her family lived
in Eastgate, Texas. She was a Broncos Cheerleader and voted FFA Sweetheart. Many
around Crosby know her as ‘Ms. Georgia’ because she has been a like a grandmother
to many children during the twenty-five plus years she served in Mother’s Day Out
programs. She has loved seeing the ones she cared for grow up to accomplish great
things! One year, one of Crosby’s star football players (who she babysat when he was
a preschooler) presented her with a homecoming corsage! Georgia and Van are huge
fans of the Cougars as you can tell by their photograph. Georgia loves her family,
enjoys traveling, shopping at Churches United, encouraging others, and she never

meets a stranger!

Their pride and joy is their family. Children: Mark — a Crosby resident; Melinda
and her husband David — Waco residents. Grandchildren: Preston and his wife Car-
olynn, Brandon, and Stephanie; and their first great grandson, Judah. Van and Geor-

gia are lovingly called Papa and Gangy!

Happy Anniversary!

Let’s all celebrate with Van and Georgia - please send them a card or
gift card to congratulate them. Mail to P.O. Box 213, Crosby, TX 77532.
S

Travis Hyman, a member
of the Crosby High School Var-
sity Chorale, will perform
with the Texas All-State Men’s
Choir in San Antonio, Satur-
day, February 11,2017 as part
of the 2017 Texas Music Edu-
cators Association Clini¢/Con-
vention. He was chosen for
this prestigious honor through
a competitive process of audi-
tions held across the state at
District, Region, Pre-Area and
Area levels, starting in Sep-
tember 2016. Travis sings at
Crosby High School under the
direction of Brianna Fernan-
dez, who is a member of the
Texas Music Educators Asso-
ciation. This is Travis’ first
time to perform as a member
of a TMEA All-State organiza-
tion, and he is the first stu-
dent from Crosby in 16 years
to earn a place in one of the
All-State Choirs. Travis is the
son of Jennifer Carter and

Floree E. Adams
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Floree E. Adams 87, of
Seabrook, Texas went to be
with the Lord on January
30,2017.

Floree was born on No-
vember 14, 1929 in Oak
Grove, Louisiana to Tho-
mas and Elene (Hemphill)
Howington. Floree enjoyed
sewing, dolls, cooking gum-

Michael Hyman. Along with
being involved in choir, he is
also involved in Varsity Foot-
ball, Powerlifting, Student
Council, Cougar Compadres,
UIL Academics, and is a mem-
ber of the Science National
Honor Society, Mu Theta Al-
pha, and National Honor So-
ciety.

All-State is the highest
honor a Texas music student
can receive. 1,780 students
are selected out of over 68,000
students from around the
state vying for the opportuni-
ty to perform in one of 15 en-
sembles (bands, orchestras,
and choirs). The highest-
ranking musicians judged at
the TMEA Area competitions
qualify to perform in a TMEA
All-State music group. Only
the top 2.6% of musicians who
initially audition become All-
State musicians. These stu-
dents participate in three

Area Student Selected as
Texas All-State Musician

Travis Hyman

days of rigorous rehearsals
directed by nationally-recog-
nized conductors during the
TMEA Clinic/Convention.
Their performances for thou-
sands of attendees bring this
extraordinary event to a
close. For the All-State con-
cert schedule and conductor
information, go to the Perfor-
mances section of
www.tmea.org/convention.

OBITUARIES

Wednesday for her family
and she enjoyed spending
time with friends and fam-
ily.

Floree was a very kind
and caring woman who
will be deeply missed by all
who knew her. She is pre-
ceded in death by her par-
ents, Thomas and Elene
Howington; husband,
Arthur Adams; daughter,
Diana Clark; and son, Dar-
yl Adams.

Floree is survived by her
grandson, Lance Clark;
great granddaughters,
Rylie Clark, Alyssa Clark,
Mia Clark and many oth-

errelatives and friends. A
visitation for family and
friends will be held on
Thursday, February 2,
2017 from 5pm-8pm at
Sterling-White Funeral
Home. Funeral services
will be held on Friday, Feb-
ruary 3, 2017 1lam at
Sterling-White with buri-
al following at Forest Park
Lawndale Cemetery.

Services have been en-
trusted to Sterling-White
Funeral Home 11011 Cros-
by Lynchburg Rd. High-
lands, Texas 77562.

To send the family con-
dolences please visit

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN
281-421-5774 5223 Garth Rd.

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL
SPECIALIZATION

Whoever believes in me, as
Scripture has said, rivers of
living water will flow from
within them.

John 7:38

Open M -F 8 AM - 5:30 PM
A-AUTOMOTIVE

Chris Arnold-Owner - 281-385-1782
2926 FM 565, Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS

P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX
281-328-6220

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS

14443 FM 1409 281-576-5788

Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM
281-328-7311
510 Church Street Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL
SPECIALIZATION

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in
those who take advice.

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat8a.m.-1p.m.

KWIK KAR OIL & LUBE

Operated By Chris & Jennifer
Arnold
11525 Eagle Drive
281-385-LUBE (5823)

bo and meatloaf every
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Dorothy Mae
Kubin Janacek

Dorothy Mae Kubin
Janacek, 86, of Crosby
passed away Tuesday, Jan-
uary 31st. She was born
on May 31, 1930 to Stan-
ley and Rose Machala Ku-
bin.

She was preceded in
death by her parents; hus-
band, Leroy Janacek;
daughter, Bridget Smith;
grandson, Reed Robertson.
She is survived by her chil-
dren and spouses: Monal-
isa and Ray Matthews;
Leroy (Buddy) and Bar-

bara Janacek; Gary and
Sandy Janacek; Rebecca
Robertson; Chris and Sal-
ly Janacek; Teena and Rick
Galvan; son-in-law Gary
Smith. Grandchildren,
spouses and great-grand-
children include: Jennifer
and Brad Reeves (Braylee
and Logan); Matt and De-
bra Matthews (Lincoln and
Grant); Brianne and Mike
Reeber, Emily Janacek,
Britney and Bobby
Stevens (Rayann, Re-
idland, Robey and Robert
III); Amanda & Derrick
Schriewer (Daniel); Tyler
and Cullen Robertson;
Stephen and Blakeley Jan-
acek; Patrick and Ben Jan-
acek; Shelby and Kendall
Smith; Luke Galvan.

Also preceded in death
by her siblings: Rita Gre-
gory, Margaret Cutbirth,
Bernadette Eilers and
Danny Kubin. Also sur-
vived by: brother, John and
Fay Kubin; sister, Mary
Ann Fischer and sister-in-
laws Mary Kubin and Gla-
dys Foerster.

Special thanks to care-
givers: Betty Jo Leibham
and Bert Virsie.

Dorothy was a faithful
servant to her Lord, pray-
ing daily and reciting the
Holy Rosary. She was
known to never leave home
without her “prayer” bag.
No matter how sick she
was, she always made the
sign of the cross when her
children said the rosary
with her. Dorothy was a
die-hard deer hunter at
Lux Ranch for over 60
years. She was a dedicat-
ed canasta player and
loved her card club.

Visitation will be Friday,
February 3, from 5:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church,
915 Runneburg Road in
Crosby with Rosary at 7:00
p-m. Funeral Services will
be at 11:00 a.m. on Satur-
day, February 4, at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church.
Burial will follow at Sacred
Heart Catholic Cemetery.
Services have been en-
trusted to Sterling-White
Funeral Home 11011 Cros-
by-Lynchburg Rd, High-
lands, Texas 77562.

To send the family con-
dolences please visit
www.sterlingwhite.com.

Margaret Ann
Campbell

Margaret Ann Camp-
bell, 62, passed away Feb-
ruary 1, 2017 in Houston,
Texas after battling a
lengthy illness.

Margaret was born June
17, 1954 in Houston, to
parents Elbridge and Cly-
dell Gary. She was a dedi-
cated executive secretary

with Houston Independent
School District for 30
years. Margaret was a gen-
erous and loving person
who enjoyed giving back to
her community. She was
always cooking meals and
delivering them to her lo-
cal Jacinto City police of-
ficers, fireman, and
constables office to show
her genuine appreciation
for those who served.
Margaret will be re-
membered for her kind
heart. She is preceded in
death by her parents; and
her husband, Danny
Wayne Campbell. Marga-
ret is lovingly survived by
her sister and brother-in-
law, Mary and Phil Skel-
ton; nephews, Daryl and
Amanda Skelton, Kevin
and Kara Skelton; great-
niece and nephews, Logan
Daniel Skelton, Ella Skel-
ton, Jonathan Skelton; her

beloved dog and compan-
ion, Sampson; as well as
many dear friends that be-
came family to her.

Friends are welcome to
join the family for visita-
tion Tuesday, February 7,
2017 at 10:00 a.m., with
the funeral service to fol-
low at 12 noon in the chap-
el of Carter-Conley
Funeral Home. Graveside
services will begin at 2:00
p.m. at Houston National
Cemetery under the direc-
tion of Carter-Conley Fu-
neral Home. In lieu of
flowers, the family sug-
gests donations may be
made in Margaret’s mem-
ory to the National Kidney
Foundation or a charity of
your choice.

Carter ~ Conley
Funeral Home
13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, Texas 77015
713-455-5100

www.sterlingwhite.com

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive  281-576-5040

STERLING ~ WHITE

Fuxkral Hose & CEMETERY

“A Tradition af Excellence Since 184"

St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church

All Invited to Worship with Us

SUNDAY  Holy Eucharist Rite Il 9:00 am
SUNDAY Coffee Hour  10:00 am
Spanish Service/Holy Eucharist 1:00 am

13125 INDIANAPOLIS ST., HOUSTON, 77015

sttimsinhouston.com 713-451-2909

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

ROOF LEAKING

Call Mr. Roofer

1-844-WET ROOF
1-844-938-7663
All Roof Types Repairs 281-452-0000

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address
1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage
and be strong.

1 Corinthians 16:13

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the
elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32
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ASK THE EXPERT

Diamond Jim: "What is the
birthstone for February?"

FEBRUARY’S BIRTHSTONE IS
AMETHYST

For individuals with February
birthdays, the amethyst makes a
perfect birthstone. This month is
often cold, dark and short for
many people around the world,
s0 the amethyst—which is often
associated with qualities of
peace, courage and stability—is
the right gem for individuals who
need a little extra warmth and
strength this time of year.
Abeautiful purple quartz, the
amethyst is an easily recogniz-
able gem, but you may not know
everything about it just yet! Take
alook at the links below to learn
more about the amethyst.

AMETHYST OVERVIEW
Amethyst is purple quartz and is
a beautiful blend of violet and red
that can be found in every corner
of the earth. The name comes
from the Ancient Greek, derived
from the word “methustos,”
which means “intoxicated.” An-
cient wearers believed the gem-
stone could protect them from
drunkenness.

Amethyst, as previously men-
tioned, is composed of quartz,
which is the second most abun-
dant material found in the Earth’s
crust. Amethyst gets its color
from irradiation, iron impurities
and the presence of trace ele-
ments. Its hardness (a 7 on the
Mohs scale) is the same as other
quartz, which makes it a durable
and lasting option for jewelry.
While amethyst is most common-
ly recognized to be a purple col-
or, the gemstone can actually
range from a light pinkish violet
to a deep purple that can read
more blue or red, depending on
the light. Sometimes, even the
same stone can have layers or
color variants, so the way the
gemstone is cut is important to
the way the color shows in a
finished piece.

Amethyst often occurs in geodes
or in the cavities of granitic
rocks. It can be found all over the
world, including the United
States, Canada Brazil and Zam-
bia.

The amethyst is not only the
February birthstone, it is also
used to celebrate the 6th and
17thyear of marriage.

ASK DIAMOND JIM

AMETHYST HISTORY
Amethyst, the gemstone be-
lieved by ancient Greeks and
Romans to ward off the intoxicat-
ing powers of Bacchus, also was
said to keep the wearer clear-
headed and quick-witted.
Throughout history, the gem-
stone has been associated with
many myths, legends, religions,
and numerous cultures. English
regalia were even decorated with
amethysts during the Middle
Ages to symbolize royalty. Ame-
thyst jewelry has been found and
dated as early as 2000 BC.

It has been associated with
many myths, legends, religions,
and numerous cultures. Some
historical accounts say that Saint
Valentine had an amethyst ring
carved with an image of Cupid.
And for those familiar with Old
Testament history, amethyst was
one of the twelve gemstones that
represented the twelve tribes of
Israel.

For many years, amethyst was
held to be one of the most pre-
cious gemstones, often favored
by royalty or exclusively by the
clergy as a symbol for the diety
of Christ. It was even held for
many years in the same regard
as the diamond. It wasn't until
the discovery of more abundant
supplies of amethyst that it be-
came a gemstone enjoyed by
more than just the wealthiest
buyers.

Many wearers of amethyst
throughout history and even
today prize the gem for its sym-
bolism as well as its beauty. Le-
onard da Vinci once said that
amethyst helps to quicken intelli-
gence and get rid of evil
thoughts. Other qualities like
peace, stability, courage and
strength are said to be derived
from this gemstone.

Today, many wearers simply
prize the amethyst for its beauti-
ful shade and the way it comple-
ments both warm and cool col-
ors.

HOW TO BUY AMETHYST
Whether you're purchasing an
amethyst for yourself or a loved
one, you're making an invest-
ment in beauty that will stand the
test of time. Amethyst makes a
great gift for individuals born in
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é FineforestJewelry com
1141 Uvalde * Houston, Texas 77015
T13.451.1321

February, or as a celebratory
milestone for a 6th or 17th wed-
ding anniversary.

Of course, you're also welcome
to purchase amethyst ‘just be-
cause.” It's a beautiful gemstone
that ranges in color from a light
pinkish violet to a deep red or
blue purple violet and comple-
ments a number of metals and
settings. It's a durable gemstone
that works well with warm or cool
colors, so it's safe to say it goes
well beyond special occasion
jewelry and can be worn every
day, as well.

When looking to purchase ame-
thyst, first visit a trusted jeweler,
who is able to ensure that you
have the best information to
make a great purchase.

Next, check the color of the
stone. Amethyst often has
“stripes” or layers of color from
how and when it was formed, so
it takes a skilled gemologist to
cut and polish the stone to show
the overall color of the stone
evenly. Avoid brownish or rust
colored tints to the stone and be
careful the color is not too deep
or it can appear black in some
lights.

Like diamonds, you can also look
for clarity in an amethyst. Most
gemologists will favor a richly
colored stone with some minor
inclusions (not eye-visible), since
the color of this gem is so highly
prized. In lighter colored ame-
thysts, visible inclusions will
greatly reduce the value of the
gemstone.

Since amethyst is relatively plen-
tiful, the price differential in carat
sizes isn't usually terribly signifi-
cant, so this can be a great gem-
stone for statement jewelry piec-
es (though you may not be able
to cost-effectively recreate some
of Elizabeth Taylor's memorable
amethyst jewelry or the “Kent
Amethysts” owned by the British
crown).

Larger rings, earrings or pen-
dants can make a stunning addi-
tion to a jewelry collection, but
even smaller amethysts can be
deeply and richly colored, mak-
ing subtler pieces beautiful, too.

Diamond Jim is a diamond deal-
er and precious metals broker of
NTR Metals. See more at:
www.pineforestiewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining
to jewelry, watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious met-
als, and other questions related
to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestiewelry.com.

Sheldon ISD Board recognizes

Operations Department Employees

Members of the Sheldon ISD
school board recognized
the district's Operations
Department Employees of
the Month for November at
the Jan. 17 school board
meeting in the Ney
Administration Building
Board Room. Pictured (from
left) are Fred Rivas, School
Board President; Gloria
Sanchez; Custodial
Employee of the Month; Kris
Boring, Maintenance
Employee of the Month;
Peggy Reyna, Transportation

Employee of the Month; and King Davis, SISD Superintendent.

Sheldon ISD Board recognizes
Educators of the Month for January

Members of the Sheldon ISD school board recognized the district's Educators of the Month
at the Jan. 17 school board meeting in the Ney Administration Building Board Room.
Educators of the Month included (in alphabetical order) Stephanie Ashley Abner, Garrett
Elementary; Abshire, Cravens ECA; Luz Cantu, Royalwood Elementary; Lauren Cardenas,
Sheldon ECA; Sara Evans, Sheldon Elementary; Robyn Jones, C. E. King High School; Sandra
Menchaca, C. E. King Middle School; Sheryl Saeed, Sheldon Early College High School;
Ashley Villanon, Monahan Elementary; Natalie Vital, Null Middle School; and Atiya Wortham,
Carroll Elementary. Also pictured are SISD School Board President Fred Rivas (left) and
SISD Superintendent King Davis (right).

Campus ‘Watt Watchers' recognized

Principals at Royalwood
Elementary and Monahan
Elementary received
Sustainable School Awards
at the January 17 Sheldon
ISD Board meeting fir running
energy-efficient campus.

Sheldon ISD Energy Services
Manager and Ancillary
Programs Manager Mike
Malkowski surprised
principals with monetary
awards for their campuses as
well as framed certificates.
Pictured from left are
Royalwood Elementary

Principal Gail London; Sheldon ISD Energy Services Manager and Ancillary Programs Manager
Mike Malkowski, and Monaham Elementary Principal Cheri Dixon.
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Building branches and
relationships since 1868.

We've opened a new financial center in

North Shore east of Uvalde Rd.

We'd love for you to drop by, say hello and experience the
expertise and attention that only Frost can provide. Of course, :‘_‘“‘ g Frost ?NAVNE:?::E:NTS
((‘\\ INSURANCE

no matter where you are, we're here with the technology and

convenience you want and the service you deserve.

frostbank.com

(713) 388-1620




