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Dog Park opens in
City of Galena Park

CHANNEL
CHATTER

HOUSTON– Congress-
man Gene Green invites res-
idents of the 29th Congres-
sional District to attend one
of his town hall meetings or
events in January and Feb-
ruary. In addition to hosting
five town hall meetings, Con-
gressman Green will also
host a Senior Citizens Issues
Forum and a Paying for Col-
lege Workshop with The Sal-
lie Mae Fund.

“We’re looking forward
to seeing constituents and
discussing policies that af-
fect our District, as well as
important issues and recent-
ly passed bills in Congress,”
Green said.

 He added, “Our Paying
fo r  Co l l ege  Work shop
equips students and parents
with the tools they need to
get started on a financial
plan for college, and con-
nects them with local colleg-
es and universities, and mili-
tary academies. We hope to
see a lot of students and
families there.”

 The event times and lo-
cations are listed below:

•Town Hall Meeting
Tuesday, January 19,

2016 - 7:00pm. Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church, 7822
Northline Drive, Houston, TX
77049.

 •Town Hall Meeting
Thursday, January 21,

2016 - 6:30pm, North Chan-
nel Branch Library, 15741
Wallisville Road, Houston, TX
77011.

Rep. Green
hosts Town
Hall meetings

Sheldon FFA
Show Jan. 16
The Sheldon FFA Livestock
Show and Sale is taking
p l a c e  f r o m  T h u r s d a y ,
January 14 thru Saturday,
January16, 2016. Sale of
Livestock is Saturday, 12
noon at the Ag Center at
17522 Beaumont Highway.

The City of  Galena Park Dog Park was officially opened this past Saturday morning, Jan. 9th. This was
made possible by the city's Parks and Recreation department and volunteers from LyondellBassell.
Pictured at the dedication are Parks & Recreation Director Ernesto Paredes, Olivia Paredes,
Councilpersons Cruz Hinojosa, Marisela Serna, Juan Flores, and representatives of LyondellBasell.
The dog park is open to the public daily, on Keene Street.

North Shore Rotary helps the VFW

AT THEIR RECENT lucnheon meeting, the North Shore Rotary Club made a donation to the
VFW of $5000, to renovate their hall in Cloverleaf and bring it up to ADA handicap standard.

SunEdison chemical plant
planning on shut-down

ERIK PITONIAK
SunEdison

GALENA PARK – At
the CIP meeting held last
week at the Baggett Cen-
ter, attendees learned
about Environmental Con-
trols at a typical Gulf
Coast refinery or plant.

They also heard from a
representative of SunEdi-
son Pasadena, Erik Pito-
niak, that his company was
“starting the process of de-
inventorying the facility”
with the goal of shutting
down now, and able to re-
start in the future. Pito-

niak indicated that long
term plans were being
evaluated.

Other speakers, who de-
tailed steps in their envi-
ronmental programs,
included Roel Munoz of
LyondellBasell, and Tony
Bundick of Kinder Morgan.
A plant safety program
was presented by a repre-
sentative from Shell Lubri-
cants. Shell has 180
employees at their facility
on Clinton Drive in Gale-
na Park.
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REAL ESTATE GUIDE
Buy, Sale or List...We Got You Covered!

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

281-686-4680
http://surovec.properties
christopher@surovec.properties

Agent
REMAX East

713-451-1733

Chandler Westmoreland
On Your Side Certified
Agency Owner
The Chandler Westmoreland
Agency
Nationwide Insurance

13018 Woodforest Blvd. Ste. P
Houston, TX 77015

Tel 713-330-3900
Fax: 713-330-3888
westmoc@nationwide.com

In The House
Ministries
-- Resale Shop
-- Estate Sales
--LIQUIDATION SALE,
EVERYTHING
MUST GO

12611-C Woodforest Blvd,
Houston TX 77015

713-545-2921
drjcglenn@sbcglobal.net

SHOP LOCAL - IN THE COMMUNITY
FOR THE COMMUNITY

UPS Shipping/DHL Shipping/Mailboxes/
Copying

Notary/Faxing/Packaging/Digital Printing/
PLUS SO MUCH MORE

15634 Wallisville Rd. #800
Houston, Texas 77049

P: 281-457-1006
F: 281-457-1195

store6204@theupsstore.com
www.theupsstorelocal.com/6204

HOURS:
M-F 9am-7pm
Sat: 9am-5pm
Sun: CLOSED

Call Today and Get Your
Carpets Looking Like New.
Don’t Settle for Less than

the Best

3 ROOMS Cleaned
& Deodorized
SPECIAL OFFER
$95 Average room
size 240sf
Basic Cleaning
only

$99 SOFA AND
LOVESEAT
Does not include
sectional
LIMITED TIME
OFF OFFER
$75 RUGS
CLEANING

NEW LOCATION: 10722 I-10 EAST
(between Mercury & Holland)

Financing Available

Mention this ad
and receive FREE

delivery (5-10 mile
radius)

A/C Parts
Air Filters

1015 Uvalde Rd.

Houston, TX 77015

713-451-8800
Hours: 8 am - 7 pm Mon. thru Sat.

To advertise Call “WILLIE G” at 832-290-0355
Connections in Texas - CIT Entrepreneurs
“We promote Entrepreneurship”
www.connectionsintexas.biz

Like us on
Facebook

Every year, Sheldon
I.S.D. participates in the
Houston Livestock Show
Rodeo Art Show. Students
from across the district
wrangle up their best art-
work and compete with
other artists across the
state. But before the art
heads to the rodeo, the stu-
dents compete within the
district as part of the 2016
Sheldon I.S.D. Rodeo Art
Show. The artwork was up
for display on Thursday,
January 7, 2016 at Royal-
wood Elementary. Here’s a
list of the winners from the
Sheldon Rodeo Art Show.

Best of Show: High School
“Winter Morning” by Joel R.,

11th grade
C.E. King High School
Teacher: Ken Richardson

Gold Medal: High School
“El Viejo y El Ferruco de

Alameda” by Yvonne C., 11th
grade

C.E. King High School
Teacher: Leslie Roades

Gold Medal: High School

Sheldon ISD presents
Best of 2016
Rodeo Art Show

“Ready to Ride” by Elisandra
G., 11th grade

C. E. King High School
Teacher: Leslie Roades

Best of Show: Junior High
“Horses” by Rodrigo D., 7th

grade
C. E. King Middle School
Teacher: Diane Taylor

Gold Medal: Junior High
“The Girl” by Raul L., 8th

grade
C. E. King Middle School
Teacher: Diane Taylor

Best of Show: Elementary
“Lone Horse on the Medina”

by Joseph A., 5th grade
Carroll Elementary
Teacher: Natalie Leger

Gold Medal: Elementary
“The Cowboy” by Samantha

H., 3rd grade
Carroll Elementary
Teacher: Natalie Leger

The winning artworks will go
on display at the Houston
Livestock Show & Rodeo in the
Hayloft Gallery at NRG Stadium
from March 1 – 20, 2016.

Ready to Ride by Elisandra G. got Gold
Medal.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

BEAUTY & BARBER
“Any Style, Any Length, Anytime”

BEAUTIFUL SALON.

Licensed Technicians,
call 281-442-9777
for more information.

4531 E. Mt. Houston
Houston, TX 77093

COMMUNITY
EVENTS

SATURDAY NIGHTS

The Buckshot
Jamboree

Enjoy Classic Country music ev-
ery Satutday night from 7 pm - 10
pm with The Buckshot Jamboree at
7414 Hartman near Old Beaumont
Highway. More info,  call 281-458-
0729 or 832-444-5000.

MONDAYS

Galena Park
Senior Dance

Senior Dance is every Monday
at the Alvin D. Building, 1302  Keene
St., Galena Park. 7 pm - 9 pm. No
cover charge. Live band Country
music. Call for more information: 713-
455-7335.

JANUARY

North Channel
Library events
-TWEEN Programs: Wed., Jan. 27,
4:30 p.m., Build robotic creations.
-Adult Programs: Wed., Jan. 27, 10
am, North Channel Book Club.
-All ages Program: Sat., Jan. 16,
10am-3pm, Scrapbooking with Mia;
2 pm, Faithful Paws.
     Library is located at 15741
Wallisville Rd., Houston, TX. 77049.
Ca l l  281-457-1631 for  more
information on other programs.

JANUARY

Galena Park
Library events
-Tues., Jan., 19, Family Movie Time.
-Wed., Jan., 20, Baby Time, 10 am;
Mecanografía, 10:15 am; StoryTime,
11 am; Typing Basics, 1:30 pm; Get
Active, 4 pm.
-Thur., Jan. 21, Chronicles of Yarnia,
10 am; Citizenship Classes, 11:30 am;
Mindbenders, 3 pm.

Please call the library at 713-
450-0982 for more programs. The li-
brary is located at 1500 Keene St.
Galena Park, TX. 77547.

JANUARY

Jacinto City Library
-Thur., Jan. 14, Power Point, 11 am;
Children’s Story Time, 3 pm.
-Frid., Jan. 15, Clases de Inglés
Usando Mango, 1pm.
-Sat., Jan. 16, Computer Basics, 10:30
am; Children’s Movie Theater, 12:30
pm.
-Tue., Jan. 19, Word, 10:30 am, Word
Básico, 4:30 pm.
-Wed., Jan. 20, Baby Time, 10:30 am;
ESL Class, 12:30 pm.
Jacinto City Branch Library, 921
Akron, Jacinto City, TX. 77029. For
more information on these and other
programs at the library, please call
713-673-3237.

To advertise Call “WILLIE G” at 832-290-0355
Connections in Texas - CIT Entrepreneurs
“We promote Entrepreneurship”
www.connectionsintexas.biz

Like us on
Facebook

The month of January is
School Board Recognition
Month and the Channel-
view Independent School
District is celebrating the
countless contributions of
these dedicated community
leaders.

“Our board members vol-
unteer their time and ener-
gy to ensure that all
children receive the best
education possible,” Chan-
nelview ISD Superinten-
dent Greg Ollis said. “They
are a vital link between the
community and the class-
room.  We appreciate our
board members for giving of

Sheldon I.S.D. was lucky
to be a part of the “Hour of
Code” event last month to
support the Community
Science Education Week. It
is the largest learning
event in history; a global
movement with more than
100 million learners in 180
countries worldwide. More
than 198,473 Hour of Code
Events were held around
the world and Sheldon
I.S.D. was one of them.

In order to participate,
the Sheldon Digital Learn-
ing team signed the district
up and then worked close-
ly with teachers on each el-
ementary and middle
school campus to organize
and plan our both “plugged
and un-plugged” activities.
The team used many activ-
ities sponsored by Code.org.

January 2016 is School
Board Recognition Month,
and Sheldon I.S.D. is join-
ing other districts across
the state as they honor the
countless contributions of
these locally elected advo-
cates for public education.

The Texas Association of
School Boards (TASB) de-
cides on a theme each year.
This year’s is “Super-He-
roes for Schools” because
there’s no doubt that the
work the Sheldon Board of
Trustees does for our dis-
trict, our community and
our children is beyond su-
per.

 While we should appre-
ciate what the board does
every day, the month of
January is set aside in or-
der to encourage the com-
munity to show their
appreciation to the individ-
uals that dedicate their
time and talents to ensure
that all SISD students
have the best public educa-
tion.

 “The staff and students
of Sheldon I.S.D. applaud
our board members for
their vision and voice to
help shape a better tomor-
row,” said King Davis, Shel-
don I.S.D. Superintendent.

 The SISD Board of
Trustees have collectively
worked together for sever-
al years on making deci-

School Board Recognition
Month honors efforts of
Channelview ISD Trustees

Pictured from left are Channelview ISD Superintendent Greg Ollis, Board Vice President
Steven Dennis, Board Secretary Raquel Dobbins, Board President Kyle Campbell, Board
Parliamentarian Patrick Lacy and Board Members Keith Liggett, Alex Ybarra and Greg
Johnstone.

themselves and caring so
much about every child en-
rolled in our schools."

Channelview ISD board
members include Board
President J. Kyle Campbell,
Vice President Steven Den-
nis, Secretary Raquel Dob-
bins, Parliamentarian
Patrick Lacy and members
Greg Johnstone, Keith Lig-
gett and Alex Ybarra.

The seven-member board
is elected by Channelview
ISD voters and serves the
community without pay.
Board members establish
the policies and provide the

framework for the opera-
tions of the school district.

As part of their leader-
ship roles, Channelview
board members are con-
stantly broadening their
knowledge by attending
conferences and seminars
focusing on issues in public
education.

“Setting aside time in
January is one small way to
celebrate the service of our
board members and say
‘thank you’  for caring so
much about the future of
every child enrolled in our
schools,” Ollis said.

Sheldon ISD students
participate at “Hour of Code”

With themes from Mi-
necraft, Angry Birds, Frozen
to Star Wars – the digital
learning team had classes
on each campus complete
their individual hour of com-
puter coding activities.
These activities help nur-
ture creativity and problem-
solving skills and prepare
our students for any future
career.

This year’s Sheldon I.S.D.
status:

Carroll Elementary
=667, Garrett Elementary
=1,442, Monahan Elemen-
tary =339, Royalwood Ele-
mentary =460, Sheldon
Elementary =1,389, King
Middle = 1 , 2 2 3 ,
Null Middle =513.

Total Hours of Computer
Coding for the district =
Grades 1-8: 6,033.

Top Row, Left to Right: Fred Rivas, member, Devora Myles, member, Debbie Kolacny, member, Keith
Norwood, member. Bottom row, Left to Right: Eileen Palmer, Secretary, Ken Coleman, President
and Latricia Charlot, Vice President.

Sheldon ISD School Board Members recognized
sions in the best interest for
our students, staff and the
community.

 Most recently, the board
oversaw the selection of a
new superintendent and dil-
igently worked on strategic
planning for the district.

 “I’m very thankful for
the board’s vote of confi-
dence and look forward to
working with them, the
staff, students and commu-
nity in making Sheldon
even better,” Davis said.

The school board encour-
ages continuous improve-
ment in student learning
and advocates at all levels
in supporting public educa-
tion. The SISD Board of
Trustees are responsible for
attending annual board
training, listening to com-
munity and parent con-
cerns, participating in
monthly board meetings,
and expanding their knowl-
edge of school law. The men
and women who serve on
the board have a huge im-
pact on the success of SISD.

“Please take a moment
and tell our school board
members ‘thanks for caring
about our children and giv-
ing so much to our commu-
nity.’ Let them know that we
support them and that their
dedicated service is recog-
nized and truly appreciat-
ed,” Davis said.

Carter Funeral Home
13701 Corpus Christi St.

Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterFuneral-Houston.com

2nd. THURSDAY

San Jacinto
Pilot Club

San Jacinto Pilot Club meets
the 2nd Thursday of each month at
the Mr. Gatti’s on Uvalde at noon.

2nd. THURSDAY

North Shore
Senior Dance

North Shore Senior Citizens
will have its monthly dance Thurs-
day, January 14 from 1 - 4 pm at
the Grayson/Baldree Building, Cor-
pus Christi street. Live bands and
refreshments. Cost is $ 5/per per-
son. For more information call 713-
455-3660.
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By Glenn Mollette

I felt like my insur-
ance company wanted
me out of healthcare
when I received my
new premium informa-
tion for 2016. I paid
over $1,600 a month for
my wife and I to have
medical insurance in
2015. Last fall I
learned my current
policy would increase
to over $1,950 per
month.  I had the
option to change
policies, which would
have lowered my
premium to $1,500 a
month. The change
would also have signifi-
cantly reduced my
coverage. In the pro-
cess I learned that just
going to the Emergency
Room would be an
automatic $500 charge
on my current policy
and any other policy
that I would change to.
I chose to stick with my
current policy and in
2016 my medical
insurance will be
$23,600. That's a lot of
money.

I can see what is
coming this fall of
2016. I will receive my
letter telling me that
my current insurance
will probably be in-
creased to $2,300 to
$2,500 per month. I
can't pay that kind of
premium and will be
forced into a plan that
will cost $1,600 to
$1,800 per month and
will pay less on medical
expenses.  The name of
the game is

the insurance
company assuming less
liability. They want
you to buy the insur-
ance and then pay as
much of your medical
expense as possible.

 I hear too many
reports of people opting
out of surgeries be-
cause they can't afford
to pay the deductible
and the copay. Many
Americans who still
cannot afford to buy
health insurance are
now being penalized.
Some are opting to pay
the penalty instead of
buying the insurance.

 We have to simplify
our current American
health insurance
fiasco.

Medical Insurance
is expensive

 Keep poor Ameri-
cans on Medicaid.
Allow all Americans
with preexisting
conditions to be on
Medicaid. If they make
over $40,000 then they
should buy into Medi-
care. Lower income
people should pay less
than those with higher
wages.

 Make medical
insurance competitive
over state lines. Allow
citizens to shop across
the country for the best
insurance deals.
Encourage Insurance
companies to advertise
across the country.
Give people a choice.
Also, open the door to
Canada's pharmacies.
An approved list of
pharmacies that
Americans can do
business with would
give us another option.

 Finally, we have to
slow down govern-
ment's involvement in
our medical care. The
job of the government
is to keep us safe and
provide an environ-
ment where we can
conduct business and
live our lives. The
government is being
bilked by billions of
dollars by health care
providers each year.
Each year our national
debt grows. This means
our grandchildren will
be paying our medical
bills. Involving the
government more and
more into the health
care industry only
means a larger nation-
al debt and Uncle Sam
telling you and your
doctor how long you are
allowed to stay in the
hospital after an
appendectomy.

 America is in a
healthcare crisis that is
spiraling out of control.
We must elect leader-
ship with a real busi-
ness plan or we are
going to be out of the
healthcare business.

Glenn Mollette is an
American Syndicated
Columnist and Author.
He is the author of
eleven books and read
in all fifty states.

This column does not
necessarily reflect the
view of any organiza-
tion, institution or this
paper or media source.

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott on Jan. 8 unveiled
his “Texas Plan,” a docu-
ment promoting the pas-
sage of nine constitutional
amendments “to rein in the
federal government and re-
store the balance of power
between the States and the
United States,” he said.

The amendments Abbott
is proposing include:

- Prohibit Congress from
regulating activity that oc-
curs wholly within one
state.

- Require Congress to
balance its budget;

- Prohibit administrative
agencies, and the unelected
bureaucrats that staff them,
from creating federal law;

- Prohibit administrative
agencies, and the unelected
bureaucrats that staff them,
from preempting state law.

- Allow a two-thirds ma-
jority of the states to over-
ride a U.S. Supreme Court
decision;

- Require a seven-justice
supermajority vote for U.S.
Supreme Court decisions
that invalidate a democrat-
ically enacted law;

- Restore the balance of
power between the federal
and state governments by
limiting the federal govern-
ment to the powers express-
ly delegated to it in the
Constitution;

- Give state officials the
power to sue in federal court
when federal officials over-
step their bounds; and

- Allow a two-thirds ma-
jority of the states to over-
ride a federal law or
regulation.

Manny Garcia, executive
director of the Texas Demo-
cratic Party, said Abbott’s
proposals would “tear apart
the Constitution and take

How to really
cut down on
gun deaths
By Traci Patterson

“Instead of arguing at the
margins, politicians on both
sides should be addressing the
funding, access, and quality of
our mental health system…”

With the Presidential
campaigns in full swing, it is little
surprise that President Barack
Obama’s recent proposals on
gun access have been met with
political spin instead of objective
analysis. Both sides are looking
to make over generalizations
without looking at the practical
numbers behind the real issue
that should address: our mental
health crisis.

Any conversation on gun
violence should start with a basic
set of facts in order to see the
complete picture. Looking at the
number of gun deaths, then
moving to gun violence and
mental health connections, and
finally to where real bipartisan
progress can be made in
expanding access to mental
health care can give depth to the
otherwise shallow arguments
made in today’s debate.

When looking at the actual
occurrence of gun deaths in the
United States, there is a very
prominent role for those
experiencing a mental illness,
and it is not mass shooting
settings. The point about gun
access and suicide is clear in
these statistics:

- More than 60 percent of
people in this country who die
from guns die by suicide.

- According to Harvard
School of Public Health, in 2010
in the U.S., 19,392 people took
their own lives with guns,
compared with 11,078 who were
killed by others.

- Over 90 suicides happen
every hour, and 90% of these
deaths are related to mental
illness.

The Hogg Foundation for
Mental Health recently hosted a
forum about violence prevention
and mental health at the Texas
Capitol in February of 2015.
Some interesting stats
mentioned by Dr. Joel Dvoskin
from the University of Arizona
included:

- People suffering from a
Severe and Persistent Mental
Illness are 11 to 12 times more
likely to be victims of a violent
crime

- If all violence related to
mental illness were to go away,
the overall reduction in violent
crime would be only 4%

- The odds of someone with
schizophrenia killing someone is
approximately 1 in 140,000

In mental health access, the
media would be well served to
remember Texas ranks 49th in
the nation for public funding for
mental health (Kaiser, 2013). In
Harris County, even with
massive increases in the state
budget in the last two legislative
sessions, there is a striking gap
of mental health access for
residents. According to the 2015
report of the Mental Health
Needs Council of Harris County:

- 142,930 adults had a
serious mental illness in Harris
County

- 89,579 individuals with
serious mental illness had no
public (Medicaid or Medicare) or

private health insurance and
were exclusively dependent on
the public mental health

service system for
treatment.

-The Harris Center is able to
treat between 11,000 & 12,000
per month, covering only a
fraction of that population

Like clockwork, whenever
the debate over gun control
happens there will be questions
around the mental healthcare
system with calls to improve it.
When enough time passes for
the debate over guns to die
down, the bipartisan calls for
mental health care also fades
from the headlines.

Instead of arguing at the
margins, politicians on both
sides should be addressing the
funding, access, and quality of
our mental health system and
not change the subject from the
need for additional resources.

The biggest impact in
reducing gun deaths in the
United States is effective suicide
prevention and improved mental
healthcare, and that’s not
debatable.

Bill Kelly is Director of Public
Policy & Government Affairs for
Mental Health America of
Greater Houston.

OPINION
✯

America back to an equiva-
lent of the Articles of Con-
federation.”

Garcia added: “America
added 292,000 new jobs in
December. But under Ab-
bott, Texas fell to sixth in job
creation, remains the unin-
sured capitol of the nation,
wages and incomes remain
far too low for hardworking
families, our neighborhood
schools are still underfund-
ed, and college education is
slipping out of reach.

“Texas families deserve
serious solutions, not Tea
Party nonsense,” Garcia
said.

Gun plan draws
reactions

In a Jan. 7 White House
address, President Obama
said he would take execu-
tive action to reduce gun vi-
olence in America, primarily
by keeping guns “out of the
wrong hands through back-
ground checks.”

Gov. Abbott reacted, say-
ing, “Despite the president’s
latest attempt to undermine
our liberty, Texas will take
every action to protect the
Second Amendment rights
of law-abiding citizens.”

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton also reacted,
saying, “I stand ready to
fight back against any over-
reach that will deny or in-
fringe on (gun owners’)
rights.”

Sales tax revenue
drops

Texas Comptroller Glenn
Hegar on Jan. 6 announced
that sales tax revenue for
the state in December was
$2.33 billion, down 1.1 per-
cent compared to December
2014.

“As with the previous two
months, December sales tax
revenue was down largely
due to spending reductions
in oil and gas-related sec-
tors,” Hegar said. “This was
expected, given ongoing
weakness in oil and natural
gas prices. Remittances
from other sectors, such as
construction and informa-
tion, continued to grow.”

Also, Hegar said, the Of-
fice of the Comptroller is
sending cities, counties,
transit systems and special
purpose taxing districts
$617.2 million in local sales
tax allocations for January,
0.1 percent less than in Jan-
uary 2015. The allocations
are based on sales made in
November by businesses
that report tax monthly.

‘Don’t Mess’ turns 30
The Texas Department of

Transportation on Jan. 3
announced the “Don’t Mess
With Texas” anti-litter cam-
paign had reached its 30th
anniversary.

For more than 30 years,
according to the announce-
ment, the iconic Don’t Mess
With Texas campaign has
reminded people to put lit-
ter in a trash can instead of
tossing it out of their vehi-
cles.

“Researchers estimate
that nearly a half a billion
(435 million) pieces of visi-
ble litter pile up along state-
maintained highways
annually. Small bits of trash
can add up to one big litter
problem, especially when
napkins, wrappers and cig-
arette butts make up 70 per-
cent of all litter found along
Texas roads. In 2014 alone,
the state spent $35 million
in highway cleanup costs,”
TxDOT said.

New TEA chief takes
office

Mike Morath on Jan. 4
was administered the oath
of office to become the new
Texas commissioner of edu-
cation.

Morath, who succeeds
Texas Education Commis-
sioner Michael Williams,
was appointed to the posi-
tion by Gov. Abbott on Dec.
14. The appointment is sub-
ject to Senate confirmation
during the next legislative
session in 2017.

“I am committed to en-
suring that our education
system provides all the chil-
dren of Texas the opportu-
nity to be successful in life,”
Morath said.

✯
OPINION

Governor Abbott proposes
slate of amendments to
U.S. Constitution
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LIFESTYLE

Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS
P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX

281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565, Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

Your ad could be here
Just $10 a week.

Call 281-328-9605 to
find out more information.

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m.-1p.m.

KWIK KAR OIL & LUBE

Operated By Chris & Jennifer
Arnold

11525 Eagle Drive
281-385-LUBE (5823)

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church

All Invited to Worship with Us

SUNDAY    Holy Eucharist Rite II     9:00 am
SUNDAY                    Coffee Hour     10:00 am
Spanish Service/Holy Eucharist        11:00 am

13125 INDIANAPOLIS ST., HOUSTON, 77015

sttimsinhouston.com

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive    281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

WOODFOREST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Come Join our Church Family

Worship: 10 a.m.
Fellowship Follows

Sunday School Classes for all
ages 11:15 a.m.

15220 Wallisville Rd.,
Houston, 77049

ROOF LEAKING

1-844-938-7663
All Roof Types Repairs

Call Mr. Roofer

1-844-WET ROOF

281-452-0000

OBITUARIES
✯

281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide

*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Mary Ann Brady 92, of
Crosby, Texas went to be
with the Lord on Monday,
January 4, 2016.

Mary Ann was born on
November 4, 1923 in
Clarksville, Texas to
Quarrles and Brazzie
(Crosby) Cooper.

Mary Ann graduated
from Crosby High School
1941 and was a devoted
member of the Crosby
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t
Church.  Mary Ann was
a co-owner of Luther
Brady Lumber Company
where she served as the
secretary and in her free
time she enjoyed reading,
playing canasta, singing
in her church choir, vol-
unteering at Churches
United in Caring and
most of all spending time
with her family and
friends.

Mary Ann was a very
strong, helpful and loving
woman who will be deep-
ly missed by all who knew
her. She is preceded in
death by her parents; lov-
ing husband, Luther
Brady Sr.; brother, John
Cooper and brother, Lee
Cooper.

Mary Ann is survived
by her son, Luther Brady
Jr. and wife Sandy of
Crosby; grandson, Jason
Brady and wife Michelle
o f  Magnol ia ;  grand-
daughter, Amy Killion
and husband Jeb of San
A n t o n i o ;  g r a n d s o n ,
Jonathan Brady and wife
Tabatha; grandson, Jus-

Leo Victor Rucka 84, of
Crosby, Texas went to be
with Lord on Monday, Jan-
uary 4, 2016.

Leo was born on August
18, 1931 in Wooster, Texas
to Rudolph and Mary
(Buchta) Rucka.

Leo graduated from
Crosby High School in
1950 and then attended
Rice University on a foot-
ball Scholarship and grad-
uated from Rice in 1954.
After graduating from Rice
Leo played football in NFL
for the San Francisco 49ers
and also played in the Ca-
nadian Football League.

Leo served his country
and was honorably dis-
charged from the United
States Army, was a mem-
ber of the Knights of Co-
lumbus, a member of the
Crosby American Legion
and was inducted into the
Rice Football Hall of Fame.
Leo worked for Rohm &
Haas for many years and
in his free time he enjoyed
gardening, raising cattle
and most of all spending
time with his grandchil-
dren (especially Sarah)
and family.  Leo was a very
quiet, humble and caring
man who will be deeply
missed by all who knew
him.  He is preceded in
death by his parents;
brother, Benny Rucka;
brother, Rudy Rucka; son,
Rodney Rucka; grand-
daughter, Madison Brown.

Leo is survived by his
loving wife of 62 years, Lil-
lian Rucka; son Philip Ruc-
ka and wife Cheryl; son
Randy Rucka and wife
Laura; daughter, Patricia

8 point taken on the Wetz Ranch by Carson Loggins in Harper,
Tx on January 1, 2016.

Mary Ann Brady

tin Brady and wife Chris-
ti of Nacogdoches; broth-
er, Raymond Cooper of
Harlingen; great grand-
children, Taylor, Tristan,
Addy, Kylie, Blake, Abby,
Shelby, Allie, Cole, Con-
nor, Cameron; and many
o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s  a n d
friends.

A visitation for family
and friends will be held
on Saturday, January 9,
2016 from 9:30am-10am
at Crosby United Meth-
odist Church.

Funeral services will
be held on Saturday, Jan-
uary 9, 2016 10am at
Crosby United Methodist
Church with burial fol-
lowing at Sterling-White
Cemetery.

Services have been en-
trusted to Sterling-White
Funeral Home 11011
Crosby-Lynchburg Rd.
Highlands, Texas 77562.

To send the family con-
dolences please visit
www. sterlingwhite.com

Leo Victor Rucka

Sackett and husband John;
daughter, Karen Brown
and husband Mike; daugh-
ter-in-law, Candy Rucka;
brother, Francis Rucka;
brother, Albert Rucka;
brother, Joseph Rucka; sis-
ter, Elizabeth Smith; sister,
Mary Helen Hoelscher; 11
grandchildren; 12 great
grandchildren; and many
other relatives and friends.

A visitation for family
and friends will be held on
Thursday, January 7, 2016
from 5-8pm at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in
Crosby with a rosary being
recited at 4pm.  A Mass of
Christian Burial will be
held on Friday, January 8,
2016 11am at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church
with burial following at
Sterling-White Cemetery.

Services have been en-
trusted to Sterling-White
Funeral Home 11011 Cros-
by-Lynchburg Rd. High-
lands, Texas 77562.

To send the family con-
dolences please visit
www.sterlingwhite.com

PHOTO BY CARRIE PRYOR-NEWMAN
Dr. Antonio Bañuelos Elementary was recognized at a recent
meeting of the Goose Creek CISD Board of Trustees for earning
a 97.54 percent attendance rate for the second six weeks of
school. Pictured are (front, from left) Dylan Starr, Kayla Lacy,
Elisse Sanchez, (back, from left) Board President Jenice Coffey,
Principal Renee Meyer and Superintendent Randal O’Brien.

HUNTING TIME
with Charlie Farrar

Elementary school
students recognized
for high attendance

Little Biddy Bits

The Head Bone Connect-
ed to the Jawbone

As I was going through
the food line in the cafete-
ria my freshman year in col-
lege, I overheard a
conversation between two
ladies who were serving the

food. It concerned the son of
one of them whose mouth
was getting him into trou-
ble. That mother told the
other lady, "I said to him,
'You need to put your mind
in gear before you put your
mouth in motion!'"

"Teach me, and I will be
quiet; show me where I have
been wrong." (Job 6:24).
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BUSINESS

Edward Jones
6830 E Sam Houston
Pkwy N, Suite 150
Houston, TX 77049

281-436-0396

      NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 281-328-9605 to Advertise YOUR Business in this Directory. 10,000 readers Weekly

Mrroofer@mail.com

Se Habla Español

New Roofs, Repairs, Painting,
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

HARDI PLANK SIDING

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

SPACE FOR RENT.
NEW EQUIPMENT.
BEAUTIFUL SALON.

Licensed Technicians,
call 281-442-9777
for more information.

4531 E. Mt. Houston
Houston, TX 77093

PEYTON PLACE
RESALE SHOP

Infants, toddlers, women & men
clothing, accessories, toys...
plus so much more...
1132 Sheldon Rd., Ste. E, Channelview
(Next to Channelview HS)  713-534-2706

GREAT BARGAINS FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

W.A.C.S  ACADEMY
Grades K - 12th

A.C.E. PROGRAM

NOW ENROLLING

Glendale Baptist Church - Gym Building

12338 Coulson, Houston, TX. 77015

713-451-6240

25% OFF
Mention this ad and receive 25% off

75 Uvalde Suite B
Houston, Texas 77015

713-401-9561

COMMING SOON JANUARY 2016
516 Normandy (Next to Family Dollar)

ATTORNEY
ANGELA D. JOHNSON

Channelview, Texas

281-452-6500
15201 East Freeway, Ste. 104

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

DIANE KILSBY
INSURANCE AGENCY

"your neighborhood agent for 40 years"

 Se Habla Español
• Auto Insurance • Retirement • Life Insurance         •
401K Rollover • Business Insurance • Wills               •

Homeowners & Renters Insurance • Notary
AND A WHOLE LOT MORE

 12655 Woodforest Blvd, Suite 710, Houston, Tx.   77015
 713-453-6348

ASK THE EXPERT
By Edward Jones

CLASSES FORMING NOW!!!!!!
Teen & Adult Classes • Ages 14yrs-17yrs • Adults 18 yrs - 24 yrs
5pm-9pm (Teen Class) • Adult Walk In 10am-4pm Mon. - Frid.

We’re just a few weeks
away from the first caucus-
es and primaries, so presi-
dential election season is
in full swing. As a voter,
you may be keenly inter-
ested in the election pro-
cess. But as an investor,
should you be concerned?

If you take a look back,
you might be somewhat
encouraged over the pros-
pects of the financial mar-
kets this year. In the last
12 presidential election
years, the Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average has been
up nine times and down
just three. So, election
years must be good for the
financial markets, right?

Not necessarily. In ev-
ery year, the markets are
influenced by a variety of
factors: interest rates, in-
flation, corporate profits,
geopolitical events, eco-
nomic growth, even the
weather. And it’s safe to
say that 2016 will be no
different. At this early
stage of the year, one could
say that some of these fac-

Will the Presidential Election
Affect Investment Outlook?

tors, such as continued low
interest rates and a rea-
sonably strong economy,
might bode well for inves-
tors. But there’s a lot of
2016 ahead of us – and it’s
notoriously difficult for
anybody, even so-called ex-
perts, to accurately predict
the market’s performance
over a relatively short
time, such as a year.

Still, the market’s histo-
ry of pretty good results in
presidential election years
may not be entirely ran-
dom. For one thing, the
White House is never the
only office being contested;
elections are also held for
every congressional dis-
trict and many seats in the
Senate. Consequently,
during these elect ion
years, campaigning often

takes precedence over leg-
islating. This legislative
inactivity tends to be wel-
comed by the financial
markets, which generally
disl ike surprises ,  big
changes and new direc-
tions.

However, you can’t real-
ly count on past trends to
provide a certain roadmap
for the year ahead, in
terms of the performance
of the financial markets.
As mentioned above, many
factors influence this per-
formance, and at this ear-
ly stage in the year, we just
can’t predict which of these
factors will take prece-
dence.

So, instead of worrying
about things you can’t con-
trol, focus on those that

you can. For starters, re-
view your investment mix.
Does it still properly reflect
your goals, risk tolerance
and time horizon? Over
time, even if you haven’t
made many changes to
your portfolio, it can be-
come “unbalanced.” For
example, if you own some
stocks that have increased
greatly in value over the
years, these stocks may
now be taking up a larger
percentage of your hold-
ings than you had intend-
ed, bringing with them a
higher degree of risk. Con-
sequently, you might want
to consider selling off some
of these stocks and using
the proceeds to fill in oth-
er gaps in your portfolio.

On the other hand, if
you think your mix of in-
vestments is not providing
you with the returns you
need to help make progress
toward your long-term ob-
jectives, you may need to
add some vehicles that can
provide you with more
growth potential. After all,

it’s 2016 now, so whatever
your age, you are another
year closer to retirement.

Will this year look like
past presidential election
years, as far as good re-
turns from the stock mar-
ket? No one can say for
sure. But if you “vote” for
smart investment moves,
you won’t be sorry.

This article was written
by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.

500 Normandy
Houston, TX 77015
Bus:713-590-9011
Fax:713-590-9016
jstephens1@farmersagent.com
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our FOUR
newspapers, with a combined circulation of 40,000
copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates start at only $16
for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 281-328-9605

SAILBOAT:
PEARSON
23’ 1979 in the water
at Watergate Marina
in Clear Lake.
713-977-2555.

                  tfn

BOATS FOR SALE

FOR SALE

NEW LARGE
KENNEL
$200 for large dog.
281-426-2690.

              49-2

FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR
RENT
3 bed, 1 1/2 bath,
fenced yard, quite
n e i g h b o r h o o d .
$1000/month + de-
posit. 281-705-9640.

                50-2

SERVICES

Experienced
Video

Photographer
specializes

in
Weddings,
Birthdays,

Conferences.
Call Ari @
832-630-4487

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION
TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES AND PUBLIC GROUPS:

As provided by the state environmental review process adopted in the permanent rules of the Texas Water Development Board
(TWDB) 31 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 375, Subchapter E, for projects to be funded through the Clean Water State Revolving
Fund (CWSRF) Equivalency Program, and consistent with the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S. Code §4321, et seq., the
Executive Administrator of the Board has determined that the proposed action identified below may be exempted from formal environmen-
tal review requirements:

Harris County Municipal Utility District #50, Harris County, Texas
Sewer System Repair Project
Clean Water State Revolving Fund Equivalency Program (CWSRF), Project No. 73706
Texas Water Development Fund (DFund), Project No. 21731
Total TWDB Commitment: $3, 810,000 ($2,460,000, CWSRF; and $1,350,000, DFund)

The Harris County Municipal Utility District #50 (District) is proposing to use approximately $100,000 in residual funds from its DFund
loan and a portion of its $2,460,000 CWSRF loan to eliminate storm and sanitary sewer cross connections and rectify deterioration of the
existing wastewater collection system in Barrett, Texas.  Specifically, the District would replace or make point repairs at 50 locations on
existing gravity sewer lines and 28 existing manholes, and reroute 3 storm-water pipelines currently connected to sanitary sewer lines.  All
work would occur within rights-of-way and easements in established suburban neighborhoods.  In addition, the District would implement a
Storm Water Pollution Prevention System and site restoration, grading, hydromulch seeding, landscaping, and irrigation.  The CWSRF
loan also provides funding for planning, design, and construction of a new wastewater treatment plant, but the current Categorical
Exclusion does not pertain to that project element.

The District had previously used planning funds from the DFund loan to assess potential environmental impact of the proposed sewer
system repair project and determined that the construction would have no adverse effect.  The project was also reviewed by state and
federal regulatory agencies.  Staff of the Texas Historical Commission determined that the repairs are unlikely to affect any significant or
potentially significant cultural resources.  Construction practices would be consistent with terms and conditions of United States Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE) Nationwide Permit 12 for Utility Line Activities without preconstruction notification.  The project would not
adversely impact Wetlands or Waters of the United States under the jurisdiction of the USACE.  Although sections of the pipelines
proposed for repair may be in the 100-year floodplain, all work areas would be restored to their preconstruction contours.  The District
would implement a Storm Water Pollution Protection System, and construction methods would conform to all applicable federal, state, and
local floodplain protection standards.  Because construction would occur within existing rights-of-way and easements, no effects on
threatened or endangered species or their habitats are anticipated or likely.

The staff of the TWDB concurred with these determinations.  As a result, the Executive Administrator of the Board issued a Determina-
tion of No Effect (DNE) on November 19, 2013, with the conditions specified below.  That finding was sent to state and federal regulatory
agencies, which provided no adverse comments.  The present Categorical Exclusion  (CE) for the proposed sewer system repairs is
consistent with the DNE issued previously.

Categorical Exclusion is allowed because the specified project elements should not entail significant adverse impacts to the quality of
the human environment or natural resources.  Documentation supporting this determination is on file at the TWDB.

This determination shall be revoked if it is found that:
(1) the project no longer meets the requirements for a CE as a result of changes in the project;
(2) the project involves extraordinary circumstances as described in 31 TAC Chapter 375, Subchapter E; or
(3) the project may violate or has violated federal, state, local, or tribal laws.

The project also must comply with the following conditions:

•Terms and conditions of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Nationwide Permit 12 for Utility Line Activities;
•Standard emergency condition for the discovery of cultural resources; and
•Standard emergency condition for the discovery of threatened and endangered species.

Comments regarding this determination may be submitted to the Director of Regional Water Planning and Development, Texas Water
Development Board, P.O. Box 13231, Austin, Texas 78711-3231.

Jessica Zuba, Director
Regional Water Planning and Development

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Barbers Hill Independent School District
Invitation for Bids

Sale of a Parcel of Land containing
approximately 1.4292 Acres

The Barbers Hill Independent School District (DPISD)
is soliciting sealed bids from interested parties for
the sale of an unimproved parcel of land containing
approximately 1.4292 acre tract in the Charles Tilton
Survey, Abstract No. 242 Chambers County, Texas.
The bid documents may be picked up weekdays
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. at the BHISD Adminis-
tration Building at 9600 Eagle Drive, Mont Belvieu,
Texas.  Interested parties also may contact the
BHISD Assistant Superintendent of Finance at 281-
576-2221 to obtain a copy of the bid package.

All bids should be completed in accordance with
the bid instructions, sealed and returned to the
BHISD Administration Building on or before 3:00
p.m. (local time) on January 29, 2016.  BHISD
reserves the right to reject any or all bids for the
above-described properties.

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 441,554; Estate
of EARLINE LOFT-
IN FULTON, De-
ceased; In Probate
Court No. 4, of Har-
ris County, Texas,
Deceased, were is-
sued on December
21, 2015.

CHARLES
LOFTIN FULTON

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
5223 Garth Rd.

Baytown, TX
77521

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this January 7,
2016

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate

LEGAL NOTICEHELP WANTED

HOUSEKEEPER
needed, must be
honest, not afraid to
work, reasonable sal-
ary, twice a month.
Only the serious
should apply, send
TEXT: 973-715-9097

               3-2

Commercial
Printing

713-977-2555

Commercial
Printing

Call for a quote
713-977-2555

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community
Center
Backdraft Rest.
Woodforest Bank
Conoco Station
Post Office
(outside)

CROSBY:
Library
Community
Center
Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Kroger’s
Community Bank
(2)

HUFFMAN
Exxon Station
Community Bank

Where can
I pick up a
Star-
Courier?

Classified Call
281-328-9605
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RESTAURANT GUIDE
Great Food, DIne In Or Take Out

Heavenly
Choices

Restaurant
•Wedding, Birthday &
  Special Events Cakes
•Cupcakes & Cake Pops
•Signature delicious “German   Butter” icing

Catering & Dining since 200
3810 Cavalcade, Houston, TX. 77026

832-771-7877

R & K Barbecue
Slice It - Dice It.

Anyway you like it.

Hours: Tues-Thur. 11am-8pm
Fri-Sat 11am-9pm

Closed Sunday & Monday
Catering & Phone Orders Welcome

713 -455 -MEAT  (6328)713 -455 -MEAT  (6328)713 -455 -MEAT  (6328)
Ronald 713-851-1214
rdbbq1@yahoo.com

911 Normandy, Suite A, Houston 77015
10% OFF  TOTAL  ORDER WITH AD10% OFF  TOTAL  ORDER WITH AD10% OFF  TOTAL  ORDER WITH AD

DAILY SPECIALS
Mon-Thu 11am-9pm    Fri & Sat 11am-10pm    Sun 11am-8pm

JUAN ARROYO
12611 Woodforest @ Normandy,

Houston, TX 77015
Direct: 713-33- WING (9464)

Fax: 281-974-4995
jarroyo002@comcast.net

Daily Specials
Sun-Wed 11am-11pm

Thurs, Fri, Sat 11am-Midnight

Family Owned
and Operated

Since 1967

927 Mercury Drive
Houston, TX 77029

PH: 713-673-9161
FAX: 713-673-7339

Hours: Mon- Frid 6 am - 2 pm
Saturday 7 am - 1 pm
Closed Sunday
We Deliver to Business

Rosa Pfitzner
Owner

1414 Sheldon Rd.
Channelview, TX 77530
281-452-1534

Two
business
catch fire

Investigators said a fire
started at a commercial
building in Market Street
and spread to nearby shop.

Firefighters were called
to assist with the fire locat-
ed in the 15900 block of
Market Street last Tues-
day morning. When crews
arrived they found smoke
coming from a tire shop
and a connected taco shop.

No injuries were report-
ed and the cause of the fire
is under investigation.

Man dies
after hiting
moving car

A man died last Wednes-
day night, January 6, after
throwing himself at a moving
car in a parking lot in east
Houston, authorities said.

The incident happened
around 9:00 p.m. in the 900
block of Uvalde when a man
threw a rock at passing car,
hitting the windshiled. The
driver of the car stooped into
the parking lot where the
man was standing. As the
driver drove throught the
parking lot, the man jumped
into the front of the car. The
man was transported to the
hospital where he later died,
and the driver remaind at the
scene and was not charged.


