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Frost Bank holds Ribbon Cutting

County will test additional wells
Harris County has an-

nounced that they will test
additional private water
wells in Highlands and
Channelview. The project
is named Phase II Drink-
ing Water Well Sampling
Project, and is a joint col-
laboration between Pct. 2,
Pollution Control, and
Public Health depart-
ments of the county. It is
being paid for by funds
from the settlement ob-
tained from the PRP (Po-
tential Responsibile
Parties) in the Waste Pits
lawsuit. Private wells in
the 77530 and 77562 zip
codes are eligible, if they
meet other criteria listed
below. (SEE MAP TO THE
RIGHT  FOR PURPLE
AREAS). If you are quali-
fied, you must call 713-

274-0911 before March 10
to register. Calls will be re-
turned with an acknowl-
edgement.

Testing will be per-
formed at no cost to home-
owners, and results will be
provided to each.

Qualification Criteria:
-- Property Owner must

sign a consent form;
-- Property must be lo-

cated in areas shown on
the map;

-- Drinking water on
property must be provided
from a single family, pri-
vately owned residential
well, with no other water
source;

-- Properties that were
previously sampled in
Phase I are not eligible for
resampling.

H O U S T O N ,  T X –
Congressman Gene
Green invites Houston-
area students and par-
e n t s  t o  a  F R E E
Financial Aid Workshop
on Monday, March 6,
2017, at 7:00 P.M. in the
auditorium of C.E. King
High School Auditorium
located at 8540 C.E.
King Parkway, Hous-
ton, TX 77044.

During this free sem-
inar, representatives
from The Sallie Mae
Fund and Project GRAD
Houston will speak to
families on applying for
scholarships, financial
aid, and the important
factors to consider when
selecting the school that
fits them. In addition,
local colleges and uni-
versities will have rep-
resentatives present
with information about
their institutions, giving
students the chance to
speak with them one-on-
one. Several universi-
t i e s  w i l l  a w a r d

Galena
Park
replaces
police
chief

Rep. Gene Green to
host College Financial
Aid Workshop

scholarships onsite to
attending high school
seniors at the end of the
college prep PowerPoint
presentation.

 “I want every student
to have the option to at-
tend college, regardless
o f  f i n a n c i a l  b a c k -
ground , ”  sa id  Rep .
Green. “This event is an
opportunity to present
our community with as
many resources as pos-
sible, so that they are
able to make the best ed-
ucational and financial
choices for themselves
and their families. It is
my hope that every stu-
dent who attends this
event walks away feel-
ing more confident that
the cost of college can be
made affordable.”

Participating colleg-
es: University of Hous-
ton, UH-Downtown,
Texas Southern Univer-
sity, Houston Communi-
ty College – Northeast,
San Jacinto College
North, and Lone Star
College.

3 to vie for 2 positions on San
Jacinto College Board of Trustees
Positions to be filled in election on Saturday, May 6, 2017

PASADENA, Texas —
Three candidates have
qualified for the ballot for
two positions on the San
Jacinto Community Col-
lege District Board of
Trustees. The election will
be held Saturday, May 6,
2017. Early voting runs
Monday, April 24, 2017
through Tuesday, May 2,
2017, except Saturdays
and Sundays.

Board of Trustees Posi-
tions 1 and 2 will be filled
in the election. Each posi-
tion is for a six-year term.
Mr. Rick Guerrero and
Mrs. Erica Davis Rouse
have filed for Position 1.
Dr. Ruede Wheeler, incum-
bent, is the only person to
have filed for Position 2.

Mr. Rick Guerrero
Mr. Rick Guerrero was

born and raised in Browns-
ville, Texas and attended
Texas Southmost College.
He moved to the Pasadena
area in 1983 where he is
and has been actively in-
volved in the community.
Mr. Guerrero is Broker /
Owner of ARG Real Estate,
LLC in Pasadena and has
been in business for eight
years. He serves as chair-
man of The Salvation

Army of East Harris Coun-
ty, is a trustee on the Bay-
shore Medical Center
Board, and is a board
member on the Pasadena
Philharmonic Board and
the San Jacinto College
Foundation Board of Direc-
tors. Mr. Guerrero also
serves the City of Pasade-
na as a Planning and Zon-
ing commissioner, and is a
Board member on the city’s
Crime Control District and
Flood Control District. He
is past chairman of the
Pasadena Chamber of
Commerce and Pasadena
Education Foundation,
and is past president of the
Pasadena Hispanic Busi-
ness Council and Kiwanis
of Pasadena.

 Mr. Guerrero and his
wife Maria have been mar-
ried for 16 years and to-
gether they have a blended
family of two daughters
and two sons, all of whom
attended San Jacinto Col-
lege before moving on to
major universities. Mr.
Guerrero states that he
has a passion for service in
his community and strives
to provide the necessary
tools for students to suc-
ceed in their studies. He
believes in training and

educating students for to-
day’s workforce demands.

Mrs. Erica Davis Rouse
Mrs. Erica Davis Rouse

is a native of Galena Park,
Texas. She moved to the
South Belt area as a child
and has continued to make
South Belt her home,
where she is raising her
family. Mrs. Davis Rouse
has a passion for commu-
nity and education. Her
parents lived and still live
a lifestyle that modeled
service and giving. Her
mother, Mrs. Gloria Davis,
is Galena Park ISD and
Pasadena ISD retired
teacher and counselor, and
her father is a retired post-
master.

 In her current role as a
manager for John Wiley &
Sons, Mrs. Davis Rouse is
familiar with the challeng-
es faced by students and
faculty in the community
college environment. She
has volunteered with sev-
eral non-profits including
Making it Better
Texas.org, Yellowstone
Academy, and is an adviso-

See Board of Trustees
Election, Page 8

North Shore
Little League
Opening Day

N o r t h  S h o r e  L i t t l e
League’s Opening Day will
take place Saturday, March
4, 2017 from 9 am - 6 pm at
355 Castlegory, across the
street from North Shore Se-
nior High School.

March 1, 2017 – It is
with great sadness that
United Community Credit
Union mourns the loss of
President / CEO, Joe Hard-
en Harwell. Known in the
financial industry as a suc-
cessful businessman and a
passionate community
supporter, Harwell leaves
behind a legacy of leader-
ship. The United Commu-
nity staff describes him as
a generous and inspiring
mentor who considered ev-
eryone an extension of
family.

Before succumbing to
his battle with cancer, Har-
well faithfully served Unit-
ed Community for over 20
years. He was also Presi-
dent of the Galena Park
ISD Education Foundation
Board, as well as a mem-
ber of the Board of Direc-
tors for the East Houston
Regional and Bayshore
Medical Centers. Prior to
joining United Communi-
ty in 1995, he served as
CEO of several other fi-
nancial institutions, and

UCCU PRESIDENT/CEO DIES
United Community Credit Union
mourns Joe Harwell death

was a US Navy
Veteran. Har-
well was a dedi-
cated leader
and will be
dearly missed.
He is survived
by his wife, Jie
Harwell, as well
as a host of fam-
ily and friends.

 A memorial
will be held to
celebrate Har-
well’s life and
extensive con-
tribution to the
community. The
memorial is
scheduled for
S a t u r d a y ,
March 11th at
2pm at Rose-
wood Funeral Home, 2602
S Houston Avenue, Hum-
ble, TX 77936. For addi-
tional information, or to
leave words of encourage-
ment, please visit
www.Rosewood.cc .

Today, United Commu-
nity Credit Union boasts
more than $92 million in-

assets and nearly 12,000
members due to Harwell’s
leadership.

Any public inquiries re-
garding Mr Harwell, or his
passing, should be direct-
ed to Mac McDermott or
Shalonda Dawkins at
713.674.5778.

Galena Park’s police
chief, Edward Mata, was
replaced by Mayor Esmer-
alda Moya and City Com-
missioner Rodney Chersky
this week, according to
media sources.

The Mayor was report-
edly unhappy with Mata

because
he let an
audience
member,
f o r m e r
C i t y
Commis-
s i o n e r
Maricela

Serna, speak out several
words of disagreement
during the last Commis-
sioner’s meeting on Tues-
day, February 21. He
warned her not to speak
during the meeting, but
did not remove her from
the room, which is what
the Mayor thought should
have been done.

The city reportedly ap-
pointed a new “interim” po-
lice chief from the
department’s roster. Mata
had been chief since last
June 2016, and also served
on the force as an officer,
prior to 2014.

Frost Bank’s Andrew Harrell presents a check
to Curt Williams of Youth-Reach, for support of
the work they do in the community.

Frost Bank’s new branch on I-10 East held a
ribbon cutting last Wednesday, Feb. 15, and fin-
ished the week with a Chuck-Wagon Lunch  on
Friday, and a Touch-A-Truck event for youth on
Saturday.

The photo above shows the official ribbon
curring, with Andrew Harrell holding the scissors,
and others including Chamber president Adam
Lund, executive director Margie Buentello, ambas-
sadors from the Chamber, and Youth-Reach’s di-
rector Curt Williams at right. The bank made this
organization the recipient of a generous check
to show their  their support for community groups.

The Grand Opening continues through April,
with visitors eligible for prize drawings.

Photos courtesy of Katy Anderson, Blance Beltran.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Crazy for Canasta!: Thursdays at 10 a.m. Bring a
sack lunch and stay for an enjoyable afternoon of cards.

Train Dominoes: Thursdays at 10 a.m. Join in the
fun of playing Train with fellow domino players.

Pickleball: Thursdays at 10 a.m. Played with a pad-
dle, wiffle-style ball, and net, pickleball is the latest craze
to sweep the nation. Open to participants of all fitness
levels ages 50 and better.

Quilting Classes: Thursdays at 1 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Take this opportunity to quilt, share ideas, and enjoy
the fellowship of other quilters. Quilters of all experi-
ence levels can attend these sessions.

Party Bridge: Thursdays at 1 p.m.  Play party bridge
every Thursday and meet other intermediate level bridge
players from the Lake Houston area. This class is not
suitable for beginners.

Boot Camp Aerobics: Thursdays at 6 p.m. Come ex-
ercise and have fun at the same time.

Aerobics With Melissa: Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 9:55 a.m. Boost your energy, stam-
ina, and flexibility with certified aerobics instructor
Melissa Turner.

Sit and Sew: Mondays at 9 a.m. Take this opportuni-
ty to quilt, share ideas, and enjoy the fellowship of other
quilters. Create donation quilts for local needs.

Dominoes: Mondays at 1 p.m. and Fridays at 9 a.m.
Enjoy a friendly game of dominoes and meet players with
similar interests.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) Meetings: Mon-
days at 5:30 p.m. TOPS provides weekly educational and
nutritional facts necessary to control weight.

Kickboxing with Angelique: Mondays at 6 p.m. Ex-
ercise with experienced fitness instructor Angelique Pool
to achieve a toned body.

Crosby Community Center is a Precinct 2 Communi-
ty Center located at 409 Hare Road, Crosby 77532. Of-
fice hours are Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. For more information regarding classes or oth-
er Center programs, please call (281) 462-0543.

Crosby Community Center
February events

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

✯Missionaries prayed
for at Crosby Church

Betty Baca (middle), Elementary Principal of the
Year, receives an iPad from Macie Schubert (front
left) and Yvonne Silva (right) from Community
Resource Credit Union. Baca, principal at Harlem
Elementary, also is congratulated by Al Richard
(back left), president of the Goose Creek CISD Board
of Trustees and Randal O’Brien, Goose Creek CISD
superintendent, at a recent board meeting.

Yvonne Silva (second from right) and Macie Schubert
(right) from Community Resource Credit Union present
an iPad to Goose Creek CISD’s Secondary Principal of
the Year Matt Bolinger (second from left) from Baytown
Junior School at a recent meeting of the board of trustees.
Congratulating Bolinger are Al Richard (left), president
of the Goose Creek CISD Board of Trustees, and Randal
O’Brien (middle), Goose Creek CISD superintendent.

GCCISD Principals of the Year

Photos by Carrie Pryor-Newman

Crosby Education
Foundation events

•March 25, 2017  Crosby Education Foundation hosts
its first annual "Kids on A Big Rig”. Families are invit-
ed to come and enjoy an up close look at a variety of
farm equipment, emergency vehicles, heavy equipment,
antique cars and trucks.  Petting zoo, face painting, in-
flatable, concessions.  $5 per person, max $20 family.

•March 31, 2017  Crosby Education Foundation hosts
its 6th annual Golf Tournament. Stonebridge at New-
port, more information contact CEF at 281-328-9200 ext.
1249. Registration is now open.

jimnored@yahoo.com
www.CrosbyDentalCenter.com

Memorial Office   832-538-5257
10940 Katy Freeway, Houston

Just in time for Spring Break!
We are pleased to announce the
addition of an Oral Maxillofacial
Surgeon to Crosby Dental Center.

Available on Thursdays, beginning 03/
16/2017

Crosby Dental Center will be able to
service all wisdom tooth extractions,
surgical extractions and/or implant

dentistry with the comfort of sedation.
Crosby & its neighbors are moving up in

dental services.  37 years, same
location.

Call to schedule your appointment
today!  281-328-3569

Folks from all over the globe came to Crosby to pray for missionaries and their missions on Saturday.
Above pastor Keenan Smith huddles attendees near the close of service for a final few moments of
prayer to protect the integrity of missionaries and to protect them from discouragement and to
anoint them with awareness of Holy Presence in their work.
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COMMUNITY/SCHOOL NEWS

Galena Park Senior Dance
   Senior Dance is every Monday at the Alvin D. Building, 1302

Keene St., Galena Park. 7 pm - 9 pm. No cover charge. Live band
Country music. Call for more information: 713-455-7335.

North Shore Senior Dance
   North Shore Seniors holds a dance every Thursday from 1 -

4 pm at the Grayson/Baldree Building, Corpus Christi street. Live
bands and refreshments. Cost is $ 5/per person. For more infor-
mation call 713-455-3660.

San Jacinto Pilot Club meeting
The Club meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at Lyondell-

Basell on Sheldon Road at noon. For more information, please
visit www.SanJacintoPilot.com.

The Buckshot Jamboree
Enjoy Classic Country music every Saturday night from 7 pm -

10 pm with The Buckshot Jamboree at 7414 Hartman near Old
Beaumont Highway. More info,  call 281-458-0729 or 832-444-
5000.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Connections in Texas Business Directory

“Our Passion Is Your BUSINESS”

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Friday Brume
Realtor

779 Normandy Street
Houston, TX. 77015

Office: 713-451-1733
Cell: 281-639-5213
Fax: 713-451-0467

E-mail: fridayremax2006@yahoo.com

Chamber Luncheon
Friday - March 3, 2017, 11:30 AM @ San Jacinto College N,

5800 Uvalde Rd. (Inside the Monument Room of the Student Cen-
ter). Sponsored by: East Houston Regional Medical Center. RSVP
by February 28th: $20. RSVP after February 28th: $25. RSVP to
blanca@ncachamber.com,  or call 713-450-1114.
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Safety meeting
The monthly safety meeting has changed to Monday, March 13,
2017 at 8:30 am at the East Freeway HPD Storefront, 12001-A
East Freeway, Houston, Texas.

North Channel Library book sale
Book sale, Friday and Saturday, March 3 & 4, 2017. Library located
at 15741 Wallisville Rd., 77049. 281-457-1631.

Galena Park ISD Summer Camps
Galena Park ISD is proud to offer enriching camps and activities
for our GPISD students this summer. The summer camps will be
held in various locations across the district and throughout the
summer.  Registration will begin on Wednesday, March 1 through
Wednesday ,  Ma rch  22 .  V i s i t  ou r  webs i te  a t  h t tp : / /
galenaparkisd.com/summerCamps.php to see the complete list of
camps.

Congratulations to our
District Spelling Bee

Champion Andreanna
"Andy" Benavides (bottom

right) and alternate
Abraham Briones! Both are

fourth graders!
Also pictured are judge
Shannon Jackson, SISD
Executive Director of

Elementary Curriculum and
Instruction Juan Duenas,
judge Julie Roeder, and

judge Dr. Brenda Emanuel.
Benavides will represent
Sheldon in the upcoming

Area Spelling Bee April 1 in
Houston.

Sheldon ISD District Spelling Bee Champion

Board recognizes students of the
month for February
Members of the Sheldon ISD
school board recognized the
district's Students of the Month
for February.
Pictured (from left) are Fred
Rivas, School Board President;
Abraham Briones, Carroll
Elementary; Cindy Cavazos, King
Middle School; Demarcus
Dickerson, Cravens Early
Childhood Academy; Kendyl
Johnson, Garrett Elementary;
Dayai Perez, Sheldon Early
Childhood Academy; Fernando
Cardenas, Royalwood
Elementary; Emily Cruz, Sheldon
Elementary; Jaden Garrison, Null
Middle School; Chassity Rizo,
Monahan Elementary; Brayan
Alvarado, KASE Academy; Marie
Fansi, King High School; and King
Davis, SISD Superintendent. Not
pictured is Anthony Delgado,
Early College High School.
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AUSTIN — Texans who
rely on Planned Parent-
hood as a medical care pro-
vider won’t have to seek
those services elsewhere,
pending an upcoming tri-
al.

In the lawsuit titled
Planned Parenthood et al.
v. Texas Health and Hu-
man Services Commission,
U.S. District Judge Sam
Sparks of Austin on Feb. 21
granted a preliminary in-
junction to prevent the
Texas Department of
Health and Human Servic-
es from eliminating fund-
ing for Planned
Parenthood in the state’s
2017-18 budget.

“There is no legitimate
public interest in allowing
Texas to complete its
planned terminations (of
funding) based on the cur-
rent facts,” wrote Sparks.
“Instead, the public inter-
est favors enforcing the in-
dividual plaintiffs’ rights
and avoiding disrupting
the health care of some of
Texas’s most vulnerable
individuals.”

Sparks found that an
injunction would ensure
that Medicaid recipients in
Texas “will continue to
have access to medical care
at their chosen providers”
and the Texas Department
of Health and Human Ser-
vice’s termination of
Planned Parenthood’s pro-
vider agreements likely vi-
olates federal law.

Sparks ordered the
plaintiffs and defendants
to work out a schedule for
presenting arguments
within 30 days. The court
will then schedule a trial
date.

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton expressed dis-
appointment in the ruling
and said he plans to file an
appeal.

‘Bathroom bill’
continues

The Trump administra-
tion has reversed last
year’s Obama administra-
tion move to allow trans-
gender students to use the
bathrooms and locker
rooms of their choice.

The civil rights divisions
for the federal justice and
education departments on

Federal judge sides with plaintiffs
in Planned Parenthood case

Feb. 22 issued a joint “Dear
Colleague” guidance letter
reversing the controversial
move last May.

In late August, a Fort
Worth federal district
court enjoined nationwide
enforcement of the Obama
administration’s directive.

Meanwhile, Senate Bill
6 by Lois Kolkhorst, R-
Brenham, is awaiting a
hearing by the Texas Sen-
ate’s State Affairs Commit-
tee.

The state legislation,
considered a high priority
by Gov. Greg Abbott and
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, would
require transgender stu-
dents to use facilities that
match the biological sex
they were assigned at
birth.

Senate panel hears
bill

The Senate Education
Committee on Feb. 23
heard testimony on legis-
lation that would prevent
a teacher fired for sexual
misconduct in one school
district from getting hired
by another district.

“We have to remove any
possible obstacle to identi-
fy teachers or educators
with this problem and pull
their license,” said Sen.
Paul Bettencourt, author
of Senate Bill 7.

SB 7 also would:
-    Create criminal pen-

alties for any superinten-
dent or principal who fails
to notify the state of cases

of sexual misconduct in-
volving teachers;

-    Automatically revoke
the teaching certificate of
any teacher on deferred
adjudication for sexual
misconduct or on the sex
offender registry; and

-  Require school dis-
tricts to enact polices and
training addressing con-
tact between students and
teachers on the Internet
and social media.

Legendary jurist
dies

Noted Texas jurist Jack
Pope of Austin died at age
103 on Feb. 25.

Born in Abilene in 1913,
Pope helped establish for-
mal judicial education for
Texas judges, fought for a
voluntary judicial ethics
code when judges had none
and fought again to make
that code mandatory and
enforceable. He served for
38 years as a district court
judge, court of appeals jus-
tice and on the Texas Su-
preme Court, the last two
as chief justice. His judicial
tenure, as a whole, was the
longest of any Texas Su-
preme Court justice.

As a court of appeals
justice, Pope’s reassess-
ment of water rights con-
veyed by Spanish and
Mexican land grants
changed Texas water law
forever. As chief justice he
forged a way to guarantee
income to finance legal as-
sistance for the poor. Con-
cerned with double
litigation in the same case,
he won legislative support
for statutory changes to
thwart “forum shopping”
for favorable judges.

More students take
exam

Some 122,606 of Texas’
2016 high school graduates
took at least one Advanced
Placement Program exam
during their high school
careers, according to Tex-
as Education Commission-
er Mike Morath.

Morath said the total
amounts to 38.7 percent of
Texas’ graduating class.
The national percentage is
36.2.

Spring near
the corner

Spring is so close one
can smell it.  That must
be why all these sneezing
fits have occurred.   The
neighbor’s Arizona Ash
tree is budding out and
the other neighbor’s pear
tree will be in bloom once
it gets a good drink of
water as it is full of buds.
Pear trees are so pretty
full of white blossoms.

  Spring will officially
be here next month just
after you turn your clock
forward one hour.
Looking forward to the
time advance, although
Spike cat will not know
the difference as he likes
to walk around the pillow
before daylight so
someone will go get his
breakfast snack of
Whiskas Temptations
treats.

  Spring Fever as
defined by Ms Merriam-
Webster is “a lazy or
restless feeling often
associated with the onset
of spring”.  You can tell
its spring when all the
male dove start cooing to
the nearest female dove.
It is also time for the
white perch AKA Crappie
to bite.  Actually the
Crappie are already
biting on Luce Bayou
above Lake Houston.

Spring runs from
March into May down
here in Texas and at the
end of spring is the
beginning of hurricane
season.

 Spring is also the time
to do your spring cleaning
and, being the head
janitor of the house the
job has already begun.
The biggest chore at the
house is washing the
fascia and eaves on the
house; next biggest is the
blinds and windows.
Guess I’ll have to turn the
ceiling fans on high to
dust.  Don’t care what she
says, that’s woman’s
work.  About decided
when she retires, I’m
going back to work.

Drove to the fresh
water pond in the big city
last week to check out a
crappie hole found over
the web; hope to wet a
hook this coming week,
but weather forecast says
it’s going to be cold so
Charlie might not make
it.

Got a box of Jerusalem
artichoke to plant one day
this week, hope to have a
pint or two of them
pickled as Pop and Pearl
Farrar grew them out at
their place on the Liberty
Hill Road.  Pearl would
pickle them and they
were right tasty, crunchy
too.  Of course she would
put a pod of red pepper in
the jar for a bit of spice,
hot but good.

We used to take the
mattresses out each
spring on a pretty day to
air out; it was a job
momma always had me
help doing wrestling
those heavy cotton
mattresses out to the
back yard for a day.
Nowadays you have
febreze.

Charlie Farrar can be
reached via email at:
xuscg@comcast.net

TWO CENTS
WORTH

✯

By Charlie
A. Farrar

Austin, TX – Today,
Senator Brandon Creight-
on (R-Conroe) took a
stand for the unborn with
a bill intended to protect
doctors from legal pres-
sure to recommend
abortion. Based on legal
precedent, doctors can be
assigned liability for
children born with
abnormalities if they
identified those abnor-
malities in utero and
failed to advocate for
termination, resulting in
what’s termed a “wrong-
ful birth.”

“It is unacceptable that
doctors can be penalized
for embracing the sanctity
of life,” said Creighton, a
father of two. “It is
especially disturbing to
learn that the case law
supporting damage
awards for fetal abnor-
malities leans heavily on
a Texas Supreme Court
ruling made more than
forty years ago. Because
so many states have
followed Texas’ lead, it’s
incumbent on us to lead
the way to a renewed
embrace of life in Ameri-
ca.”

 Sen. Creighton added
the bill to his already full
slate of proposed legisla-
tion that focuses on

✯

State Senator Brandon Creighton

CAPITOL
UPDATE

Sen. Creighton files
prolife Bill
protecting doctors

Senate Bill 25 Would Reduce Pressure on
Physicians to Advocate for Abortion

economic empower-
ment and alleviating
burdensome taxation
on Texas families and
job creators.

“It breaks my heart
that courts have
punished doctors for
the birth of children
with Down Syndrome
or a missing limb,”
concluded Creighton.
“Every child is precious
and deserving of our
protection.”

With damage
awards known to reach
eight digits, doctors
are under pressure to
err on the side of
advocating for abor-
tion. Creighton’s bill,
“Prohibited Cause of
Action: Wrongful
Birth” has been
assigned the number
Senate Bill 25. It has
the support of Lieuten-
ant Governor Dan
Patrick.

"I commend Sen.
Creighton for filing
this important legisla-
tion, said Lt. Governor
Dan Patrick. "The
Texas Senate values
the life of every child
and will fight to protect
the value and dignity
of every life including
those born with
disabilities."

Dear Reader,

On February 8, the
Senate voted 20-11 in
favor of Senate Bill 4 to
ban "sanctuary cities" in
Texas, This bill encourag-
es local law enforcement
to act as immigration
officers. Inevitably, such
policies lead to racial
profiling by police, and
gives our already over-
burdened police depart-
ments less time to focus
on real crime. During the
hearing, hundreds of
concerned Texans and
law enforcement officials
from around Texas
traveled to Austin to
testify against  the bill.
While I couldn't vote in
the committee, I was
present into the early
morning until every
witness had a chance to
express their views. Rest
assured I will continue to
fight against this bill at
every turn.

New Committee
Assignments

I am honored by my
recent appointments to
the Senate Committees
on Criminal Justice,
Intergovernmental
Relations, Natural
Resources and Economic
Development, and
Transportation. My
presence on these
committees during the
85th Legislative Session
will give Senate District 6
a strong voice on some of
the most pressing issues
facing Texas today. As a
member of the Senate
Criminal Justice Commit-
tee, I look forward to
fighting for a more
equitable criminal justice
system, and a legal
system that ensures
justice for all Texans. As

Standing up to
Racial Profiling

a member of the
Natural Resources and
Economic Development
Committees I will work
to expand economic
opportunities for our
community while
keeping environmental
preservation at the
forefront.  I also look
forward to advancing
policies that aim to
improve our infrastruc-
ture in the Transporta-
tion Committee, and
ensuring that efficiency
and transparency in
local government are
priority in the Intergov-
ernmental Relations
Committee.

 A MESSAGE
FROM GARCIA

February is Black
History Month; a time
to reflect not only on the
progress we have made,
but on the distance we
still must travel as we
work towards equality
in America. Heroes like
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. paved the way
for the Voting Rights
Act, yet our access to
the ballot is still
infringed upon today.
While segregation in
schools is illegal, our
schools in communities
of color are too often
ignored and underfund-
ed. We must not allow
these efforts that
infringe upon American
values to silence us; we
must continue the fight
for future generations.
The future of our
neighborhoods, our
education system, our
right to vote, our state,
and our country hang in
the balance.

Putting people first,

Sylvia R. Garcia

OPINION
By Senator

Sylvia Garcia
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LIFESTYLE

Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS
P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX

281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565, Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m.-1p.m.

KWIK KAR OIL & LUBE

Operated By Chris & Jennifer
Arnold

11525 Eagle Drive
281-385-LUBE (5823)

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive    281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ROOF LEAKING

1-844-938-7663
All Roof Types Repairs

Call Mr. Roofer

1-844-WET ROOF

281-452-0000

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

Whoever believes in me, as
Scripture has said, rivers of
living water will flow from

within them.
John 7:38

St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church

13125 INDIANAPOLIS ST., HOUSTON, 77015

sttimsinhouston.com 713-451-2909

All Invited to Worship with Us

SUNDAY    Holy Eucharist Rite II     9:00 am
SUNDAY                    Coffee Hour     10:00 am
Spanish Service/Holy Eucharist        11:00 am

Lois “Geraldine”
Davenport

Lois “Geraldine” Daven-
port- nurturer, music lov-
er ,  entrepreneur  and
stunning redhead, died
peacefully at home on
Wednesday, February 22,
2017.

Geraldine was born to
Benjamin “Roy” Atchley
and Joella Allen Atchley in
the beautiful mountains of
Honobia, Oklahoma on
February 26, 1930.  Grow-
ing up with her eight sib-
lings led her to a life-long
conviction that a family’s
job is to gather- to work, to
celebrate, to mourn, to
hold each other account-
able and to play (particu-
larly music).

She met her husband
Travis at a dance when she
was 17.  Not long after
that, Geraldine left Okla-
homa with her family to
pick cotton in the south-
western US, but it didn’t
take long for Travis to fol-
low.  The two were married
in the town now perfectly
known as Truth or Conse-
quences, New Mexico.
They migrated to Califor-
nia and back to Oklahoma
before settling in Crosby,
Texas in 1950, where they
eventually had their three
children, Ronnie, Pam and
Mike.  For 69 years, they
modeled an unflashy but
deep and steady love for
each other, even (and espe-
cially) through the heart-
breaking loss of their son
Mike.

Geraldine worked ev-
erywhere from the fields to
the school cafeteria to The
Buffalo Den to Baker’s gro-
cery store.  She was a ded-
icated and successful Avon
representative  for  46
years.  She kept her make-
up flawless, and when the
corpora t i on  sent  her

Sarah Cornelia
Jones

Sarah Cornelia Jones, 85,
of Spring, Texas, formerly of
Houston, Texas, passed into
her heavenly home on Feb-
ruary 25, 2017.

Sarah was born August
06, 1931 in Burke County,
Georgia. She was a member
of Dell Dale Avenue Baptist
and a former member of
Uvalde Baptist in which she
was very active with the
Keenagers and the Ladies
Auxillary for many years.
She was a loving wife, moth-
er and grandmother who
loved crafting, sewing, nee-
dlepoint and beadwork. She
is survived by her husband
of 64 years, Lawrence A.
Jones; daughters, Cynthia
M. Jones and Constance
Jean Davis; and by grand-
children, Scott Davis & wife,
Jennifer and Stephen Davis
& wife, Samantha; three
great-grandchildren, Sa-
vanah Davis, Charlie Davis
and Will Davis.

A visitation and service
to celebrate her life will be
held Wednesday, March 1,
2017 at Dell Dale Avenue

CHURCH LISTINGS
CROSBY, HIGHLANDS,
HUFFMAN, BAYTOWN

ANGLICAN CHURCH
• Church of the Resurrection,
meeting at Crosby Brethren
Church, 5202 1st Street, Cros-
by. 832-661-9693.
APOSTOLIC CHURCH
• First Apostolic Church of High-
lands, 1211 S. Main St. High-
lands. 281-426-4133
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
• Crosby Gospel Assembly, 633
Kenning Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
2516
• First Assembly of God, 406 N.
Magnolia St., Highlands, 281-
426-3170
• Gospel Lighthouse, 8218
John Martin Rd., Baytown, 281-
421-1168
BAPTIST
• Calvary Baptist, 2217 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3409
• Highlands Baptist, 111 E. Ca-
nal Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
2470
• Northeast Freeway Baptist,
1635 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2723
• Unity Baptist, 2625 Broad Dr.,
Highlands, 281-426-4223
• Iglesia Bautista Comunidad,
5323 Highway 90, Crosby, 281-
421-9810. “Venid y te Harem-
os Bien”
BAPTIST-Missionary
• Antioch Missionary Baptist,
2500 Harris St., Highlands,
281-426-6565.
•  First Missionary Baptist
Church, 301 Cypress Avenue,
Crosby, 281-462-7634.
• Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist,
315 Nod, Crosby, 281-328-
4650
• True Vine Missionary Baptist,
404 Oak Ave., Crosby, 281-
328-7637
• Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church,  12418 Crosby Rd.,
Crosby, 281-328-1851
BAPTIST-Southern
• First Baptist- Crosby, 615
Runneberg Rd.,Crosby, 281-
328-2564
• First Baptist- Highlands, N.
Magnolia at Wallisville, High-
lands, 281-426-4551
• First Baptist- Huffman, 25503
FM 2100, Huffman, 281-324-
1888
• Northside Baptist, 317 Bar-
bers Hill Rd., Highlands, 281-
426-5415
• Second Baptist, 400 E. Wall-
isville Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
5557
• Crosby New Hope Baptist
Church, 18319 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-6086
BRETHREN
• Crosby Brethren, 5202 1st St.,
Crosby, 281-328-2442
CATHOLIC
• Holy Family, 7122 Whiting
Rock, Baytown, 281-426-8448

• Sacred Heart, 915 Runneberg
Rd., Crosby, 281-328-4871
• St. Martin De Porres, 12606
FM 2100, Crosby, 281-328-
4451
• St. Jude Thaddeus, 800 S.
Main St. , Highlands, 281-843-
2422
• St. Phillip the Apostle, 2308
3rd St.,Huffman, 281-324-1478
CHURCH OF CHRIST
• Church of Christ at Wallisville
Rd., 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.,
281-426-7557.
• Crosby Church of Christ, 3737
Hwy 90, Crosby, 281-328-3496
• Highlands Church of Christ,
214 Clear Lake Rd., Highlands,
281-426-2742
• Barrett Station Church of
Christ, 281-328-7882
CHURCH OF GOD
• First Pentecostal Church of
God, 1328 Old Atascocita, Huff-
man, 281-324-1518
• Harvest Time Church of God,
495 S. Diamondhead Blvd.,
Crosby, 281-462-8060
CHURCH OF GOD
IN CHRIST
•�Mt. Rose Church of God in
Christ, 13000 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-1314
EPISCOPAL
• Church of the Resurrection,
5202 Churhc St., Crosby.
INDEPENDENT
• Crosby Church, 5725 Hwy 90,
Crosby and 30673 Huffman
Cleveland Rd., Huffman, 281-
328-1310
• Huffman Church, 1707 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3705
• New Covenant of Faith, 12217
Holly Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
1315
• Restoration House, 1609
Jones Rd., Highlands, 281-843-
4000
• Son Harvest, 2027 FM 1942,
Crosby, 281-543-2860.
LUTHERAN
• Our Shepherd, 19704 FM
2100, Huffman, 281-324-2422
METHODIST
• Crosby United Methodist,
1334 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2616
• Highlands United Methodist,
107 W. Houston St., Highands,
281-426-3614
• Lake Houston United Method-
ist, 23606 FM 2100, Huffman,
281-324-1541

NON DENOMINA-
TION
• Lifepoint Church, 9235 North
Highway 146, Baytown, Tx.
77523.  �281-576-5452.

UNITED PENTECOS-
TAL CHURCH
• Pentecostals of Crosby502
Pine at Hwy 90 Crosby, TX
�77532(281) 328-5054. Sunday
10 AM. Wednesday 7 PM. Pas-
tor Kerry D. Lee

CHANNELVIEW, JACINTO CITY,
GALENA PARK, HOUSTON

•Second Street Church of
Christ, 15821 2nd. Street,
Channelview, TX. 77530.
www.2ndstreetchurchofchrist.com

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
•Galena Park Assembly of
God, 1211 2nd. St., Galena
Park, TX. 713-455-0836.
BAPTIST
•New Life Baptist Church of
East Houston, 18570 Van
Road, Houston, 77049. 281-
456-0082
•Second Baptist Church, 1913
18th. St., Galena Park, TX. 713-
672-9232.
•Second Baptist Church, 10501
Muscatine, Jacinto City, TX.
713-674-8463.
•St. Matthew Baptist Church,
119 Fidelity, Houston, TX. 713-
674-0062.
•First Baptist Church, 1505 1st.
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-455-
1261.
BAPTIST-Southern
•Dell Dale Avenue Baptist
Church, 402 Dell Dale Avenue,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
3704.
•South Drive Baptist Church,
15229 South Drive, Channel-
view, TX. 77530. 281-452-
4500.
•First Baptist Church of Jacinto
City, 10701 Wiggins, Jacinto
City, TX 77029. 713-672-2802.
•Beaumont Place Baptist
Church, 13101 Ivydale Street,
Houtson, TX. 77049.
CATHOLIC
•St. Andrew Roman Catholic
Church, 827 Sheldon Rd.,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
9865.
•Our Lady of Fatima, 1705 8th
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-675-
0981.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
•Channelview Church of Christ,
1301 Sheldon Rd., Channel-
view, Tx. 281-452-7129.
•Galena Park Church of Christ,
301 Holland Ave, Galena Park,
TX. 713-455-0826.
EPISCOPAL
•St. Timothy’s Episcopal
Church, 13125 Indianapolis St.,
Houston, 713-451-2909.
HOLINESS
•Bible Missionary Church,
10246 Fairfax St., Jacinto City.
713-671-3500.
METHODIST
•Old River Terrace United Meth-
odist Church, 16102 East Free-
way, Channelview, TX.
281-452-2861.
•Galena Park United Methodist,
1705 1st. St., Galena Park, TX.
713-672-0245.
•Holy Trinity United Methodist,
13207 Orleans St., Houston,
Tx. 713-453-7203.

For corrections or new listings,
call 281-328-9605

Baptist Church, 402 Dell
Dale Avenue, Channel-
view, Texas with Pastor
Danny Kilcoyne officiat-
ing. Visitation will be
from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00
a.m. with services start-
ing at 10:00 a.m. She will
be laid to rest in San Ja-
cinto Memorial Park at
1:00 p.m. under the direc-
tion of Carter Conley Fu-
neral Home.

Carter Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, Texas  77015

713-455-5100

awards, she quietly stored
them away in a drawer.
Some of her very best work
was done in her kitchen
with a can of PET evapo-
rated milk.  If you’ve nev-
er used it in your mashed
potatoes or cocoa, try it and
think of her.

Among the gifts she
shared with her family and
friends throughout her life
was her talent for playing
piano and guitar by ear,
her ability to crochet the
softest baby blankets and
her willingness to listen.
She played her country
music loud (the real kind)
and read her Bible in the
quiet.  She served the yum-
miest ham and cheese
sandwiches on thick, white
bread and made the sweet-
est of sweet tea.  And she
could keep track of the
weather across five differ-
ent states and in multiple
countries just so she could
worry properly about her
scattered brood.

In speaking and writing
her final words, her em-
phasis was family.  “First
and foremost, take care of
each other and be there
when you are needed and
always check to see if each
other is O.K.”  It is her
family’s earnest intent to
make her proud on this ac-
count.

Geraldine was preceded

in death by her parents,
“Roy” Benjamin Atchley
and Joella Allen Atchley;
her brothers and sisters,
RoyÅh Atchley Jr., Helen
Eubanks, Larry Atchley,
Kenneth Atchley, Wanda
June Metcalf, Jeanette
Kostka, her son Mike Dav-
enport; and son-in-law,
Ralph Blaha.

She is survived by hus-
band, Travis Lindy Dav-
enport ;  brother ,  Don
Atchley and sister, Joan
Dai l ing ;  son ,  Ronald
Travis Davenport and
wife, Donna of Crosby;
daughter, Pam Blaha of
Crosby; daughter-in-law,
Melinda Arwine and hus-
band Les Arwine and like-
a-son, Wendel Johnson of
Franklin; grandchildren,
Amy and Chad Blaha and
their children - Audrey
and Travis, Shelley and
Scott Stevens and their
son - Owen, Ginny and
Brad Blaha and their chil-
dren - Tripp, Brodey, Abby
and Gabe, Jennifer and
John Dabkowski, Rhonda
and Jared Barrett and
their daughters, Riley and
Tori, and Rebecca and Joe
Martens; and a multitude
of nieces and nephews.

Special Thank you to
Mary Cleveland, her hair-
dresser; her care-givers,
Donna Morris,  Susan
Greenwood and Shylah
Sexton

In  l i eu  o f  f l owers ,
pleased donate to The
American Heart Associa-
tion

Visitation will be on
Monday, February 27,
2017 from 5:00 to 8:00 p,
at Earthman Funeral
Home.

Funeral services will be
held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 28, 2017 at 10:00 am
at First Baptist Church in
Crosby, TX. Interment
will follow at Sterling
White Cemetery.

OBITUARIES
✯

1. Is the book of Prov-
erbs in the Old or New Tes-
tament or neither?

2. Where did Jesus ride
a colt as people strewed
branches along His path?
Derbe, Jericho, Jerusalem,
Joppa

3. Who promised God
that if He gave her a baby
boy, no razor would ever
touch his head? Rachel,
Hannah, Lois, Jezebel

4. What was the river
the Israelites crossed when
they entered Canaan? Pi-
son, River of Fire, Jordan,
Tigris

5. From 1 Kings 20,
what city's walls fell on
27,000 men? Jericho, Sa-
maria, Sodom, Aphek

6. Who sold his birth-
right to his brother? Cain,
Esau, Judas, Isaiah

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2)
Jerusalem; 3) Hannah; 4)
Jordan; 5) Aphek; 6) Esau

✯
LITTLE

BIDDY BITS
By Danny Biddy

Straight and
Narrow

My wife was drawing a
line through each item on
a list. I noticed how
straight the lines were and
commented about it. She
said, "They don't look that
straight to me."

 For narrow is the gate,
and straight is the way,
that leads to life, and few
are they that find it. (Mat-
thew 7:14)

Are you satisfied with
how straight the "lines" of
your life are?



Page 6 THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2017NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR

ASK THE EXPERT

      NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 281-328-9605 to Advertise YOUR Business in this Directory. 10,000 readers Weekly

Mrroofer@mail.com

Se Habla Español

New Roofs, Repairs, Painting,
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

HARDI PLANK SIDING

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

ASK DIAMOND JIM

MARCH BIRTHSTONES
For the lucky individu-

als born in March, two
birthstones are associated
with this early spring
month: aquamarine and
bloodstone.

Both stones are very dif-
ferent from one another in
appearance, but each
share a similar symbolism
of preserving or enhancing
the health of the wearer.
Learn more about each
March birthstone by
browsing the links below.

AQUAMARINE OVERVIEW
The serenely colored

aquamarine invokes the
tranquility of its name-
sake, the sea. In fact, the
name aquamarine is de-
rived from the Latin word
aqua, meaning water, and
marina, meaning the sea.

Aquamarine is most of-
ten light in tone and rang-
es from greenish blue to
blue-green; the color usu-
ally is more intense in larg-
er stones, and darker blue
stones are very valuable.
This gemstone is mined
mainly in Brazil, but also
is found in Nigeria, Mada-
gascar, Zambia, Pakistan,
and Mozambique.

Like emeralds, this
gemstone is actually a va-
riety of a mineral called
beryl. Large stones have
been found all over the
world, including one stone
found in Brazil that
weighed over 240 pounds.
Aquamarine grows in
large, six-sided crystals
that can be up to a foot
long, making it a great gem
to be cut and polished in
larger carats for statement
pieces.

Not only is aquamarine
one of the March birth-
stones, it’s also used to cel-
ebrate 19th wedding
anniversaries. It’s a beau-

Diamond Jim: "What is the
birthstone for March?"

tiful stone with little or no
yellow in it, so it looks
great in many settings
with different colored met-
als and gemstones.

AQUAMARINE HISTORY
This gemstone was be-

lieved to protect sailors, as
well as to guarantee a safe
voyage. The serene blue or
blue-green color of aqua-
marine is said to cool the
temper, allowing the wear-
er to remain calm and lev-
elheaded.

In the Middle Ages,
many believed that the
simple act of wearing
aquamarine was a literal
antidote to poisoning. The
Romans believed that if
you carved a frog into a
piece of aquamarine jewel-
ry, it would help to recon-
cile differences between
enemies and make new
friends.

Still, other historical
groups took this lore even
further, using aquamarine
as gifts to the bride at a
wedding in order to sym-
bolize long unity and love.
Some even believed it
could re-awaken love be-
tween two people.

The Sumerians, Egyp-
tians, and Hebrews all ad-
mired aquamarine, and
many warriors would wear
it into battle to bring about
victory. Many ancient med-
icines used powder from
aquamarine to help cure
all manner of infection, but
it was said to be particu-
larly good for eye ailments.

The stone is also consid-
ered to be a great addition
to mental health and is
used widely as a symbol in
Tarot as well as a medita-
tion aid and is said to help
one cultivate more inner
tranquility. It is also con-
sidered by some to be a
great aligner of the spiri-
tual and the physical, for

those who feel out of har-
mony or alignment with
oneself.

No matter how you use
aquamarine, either as a
piece of jewelry or as an aid
in a spiritual journey, its
cool, tranquil color is the
perfect complement to any
skin tone or setting.

BLOODSTONE OVERVIEW
The second birthstone

for March is bloodstone, a
dark-green stone flecked
with vivid red spots of iron
oxide. Generally found
embedded in rocks or in
riverbeds as pebbles, pri-
mary sources for this stone
are India, Brazil, and Aus-
tralia.

Bloodstone is also called
heliotrope, a word from the
ancient Greek that means
“to turn the sun.” Many
believe it was probably
named such because of an-
cient ideas about how min-
erals reflect light. In fact,
some believed that the sun
itself would turn red if this
stone was put into water.

Bloodstone is some-
times also known as anoth-
er name, Blood Jasper. But
really these stones are
chalcedony, a crypto crys-
talline quartz. There are
two forms of bloodstone:
one is more transparent
(heliotrope) with red spots
while the other is more
opaque (plasma) and has
little or no red spots.

For those looking for a
good quality bloodstone, it
is generally considered
that a solid green color
with visible veins of red is
best. It also comes in many
shapes and cuts including
traditional cuts like emer-
ald, oval, and cushion.

Bloodstone may not
have the overt beauty of
aquamarine, but many
prize this stone for its sym-
bolism and other proper-
ties.

BLOODSTONE HISTORY
This ancient stone was

used by the Babylonians to
make seals and amulets
and was believed to have
healing powers — especial-
ly for blood disorders. It is
sometimes called the mar-
tyr's stone as legend tells
that it was created when
drops of Christ's blood
stained some jasper at the
foot of the cross.

Many other ancient cul-
tures believed bloodstone
had magical powers, with
some references to its abil-
ity to heal dating back to
5000 BC.

The Babylonians used
bloodstone in their divina-
tion. The Egyptians prized
bloodstone because they
believed it helped them to
magically defeat their en-

emies. They also believed
it increased their strength
or made them invisible.

Still others believed
that bloodstone could help
control or change the
weather, win legal battles,
or give the gift of prophe-
cy. It was so loved for its
properties, many used the
stone in jewelry, signet
rings and even small cups
or statues.

Today, many still cher-
ish bloodstone as a lucky
charm or amulet and is
prized by athletes or those
who wish to increase their
personal strength. Some
believe it helps with men-
tal clarity or increasing
creativity or even boosting
overall energy.

No matter how you use
or wear bloodstone, it’s a
unique stone great for ev-
eryday use when you want
to look good or even feel
good.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds, pre-
cious stones, precious met-
als, and other questions
related to the jewelry in-
dustry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim is a
diamond dealer and
precious metals broker of
NTR Metals.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

OBITUARIES
✯

Geraldine Duncan, 82,
passed away February 28,
2017 surrounded by her
family in Dayton, Texas.
Geraldine was born April
25, 1934 to parents Gil-
bert and Bertha (Nickels)
Owens in Hamilton, Ohio.

She was a loving moth-
er and grandmother who
showed her love as a
homemaker while caring
for her family. Geraldine
enjoyed the beauty of na-
ture while spending time
outdoors watching hum-
mingbirds and camping
when she was able. She
also enjoyed listening to
music and spending time
with her family. Geraldi-
ne was a member of Dell
Dale Baptist Church and
appreciated the fellow-
ship of her church family.

She is preceded in
death by her parents;
husbands, Jesse Everett
Duncan, Jr. and Gordon
Trott; daughter, Rebecca
Duncan Geringer; and
granddaughter, Martie
Elizabeth Menge.

Geraldine is survived
by her daughter, Dedria
Menge and husband
Michael; sisters and
brother, Kaye Benson,
Geneva Weeks, Richard
Owens and wife Linda;

grandson, John Geringer;
great grandchildren, Con-
nor Carpenter, Caleb and
Caitlynne Fontenot; as
well as numerous nieces,
nephews, and many
friends.

Visitation and services
will be held Friday, March
3, 2017 in the chapel of
Carter-Conley Funeral
Home. Friends are wel-
come to join the family for
visitation at 11:00 a.m.
and the funeral service
will begin at 1:00 p.m.
She will be laid to rest in
San Jacinto Memorial
Park privately under in
the direction of Carter-
Conley Funeral Home.

Carter Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston TX 77015

713/455-5100

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterFuneral-Houston.com

Sophia Martinez, a third
grader from Channelview

ISD’s Cobb Elementary, was
chosen out of thousands of
students as a Blue Ribbon

Winner of the Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo
Coloring Book Contest. In

addition to her ribbon, she
received four passes for

her and her family to
attend the rodeo this year.

Martinez is a student in
Hazel DeLaFuente’s

homeroom.

CHANNELVIEW ISD

Cobb student earns blue
ribbon for rodeo art

Geraldine Duncan
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers
in our FOUR newspapers, with a combined
circulation of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION
on your AD. Rates start at only $16 for 20

Call 281-328-9605

APPLIANCES

WASHERS &
DRYERS

FOR SALE
Washers $95
Dryers $95

GUARANTEED
 713-781-6071

5-tfn

BOATS FOR SALE BOATS FOR SALE BOATS FOR SALE BOATS FOR SALE

PEARSON 23’ DAYSAILER
WINTER WEATHER MEANS A GOOD TIME

TO GET A BARGAIN ON A SAILBOAT. THIS
BOAT WILL TAKE YOU ON THE WATER,

WITH NEW 6 HP TOHATSU OUTBOARD.
HAVE FUN FOR $4750 OBO. CALL 713-977-

2555 OR 713-252-8000. CAN BE SEEN ON
CLEAR LAKE.

RENT/LEASE

FOR LEASE
Office & Retail

Space.
Crosby Square
15118 FM 2100,

Reasonable Rates
Downtown Crosby

281-328-6108
                7-8

RENT/LEASE

MOVE IN READY
in Crosby, TX! 3 bed,
2 bath in desirable
school district, per-
fect starter home.
Owner financing
available. Call Larry
281-809-4290.

                   8-4

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF APPLICATION AND PRELIMINARY DECISION
FOR AN AIR QUALITY PERMIT

PROPOSED PERMIT NUMBER: 137433

APPLICATION AND PRELIMINARY DECISION. G & C Coatings & Industrial Servic-
es, LLC, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for issuance
of Proposed Air Quality Permit Number 137433, which would authorize construction of Surface
Coating Facilities located at 7450 Miller Road 2, Houston, Harris County, Texas 77049. This
application was submitted to the TCEQ on July 6, 2016. The proposed facility will emit the
following contaminants: hazardous air pollutants, organic compounds, and particulate matter
including particulate matter with diameters of 10 microns or less and 2.5 microns or less.

The executive director has completed the technical review of the application and prepared a
draft permit which, if approved, would establish the conditions under which the facility must
operate. The executive director has made a preliminary decision to issue the permit because it
meets all rules and regulations. The permit application, executive director's preliminary deci-
sion, and draft permit will be available for viewing and copying at the TCEQ central office, the
TCEQ Houston regional office, and the Harris County Public Library North Channel Branch,
15741 Wallisville Road, Houston, Harris County, Texas, beginning the first day of publication of
this notice. The facility's compliance file, if any exists, is available for public review at the TCEQ
Houston Regional Office, 5425 Polk Street, Suite H, Houston, Texas.

PUBLIC COMMENT/PUBLIC MEETING. You may submit public comments or request
a public meeting about this application. The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the oppor-
tunity to submit comment or to ask questions about the application. The TCEQ will hold a
public meeting if the executive director determines that there is a significant degree of public
interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not a contest-
ed case hearing. You may submit additional written public comments within 30 days of
the date of newspaper publication of this notice in the manner set forth in the AGEN-
CY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION paragraph below.

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ACTION. After the dead-
line for public comments, the executive director will consider the comments and prepare a
response to all relevant and material or significant public comments. Because no timely hear-
ing requests have been received, after preparing the response to comments, the executive direc-
tor may then issue final approval of the application. The response to comments, along with
the executive director's decision on the application will be mailed to everyone who
submitted public comments or is on a mailing list for this application, and will be
posted electronically to the Commissioners' Integrated Database (CID).

INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE. When they become available, the executive di-
rector's response to comments and the final decision on this application will be accessible through
the Commission's Web site at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid. Once you have access to the CID
using the above link, enter the permit number for this application which is provided at the top
of this notice. This link to an electronic map of the site or facility's general location is provided
as a public courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For exact location, refer to applica-
tion. http://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/hb610/index.html?lat=29.83278&lng=-
95.14222&zoom=13&type=r.

MAILING LIST. You may ask to be placed on a mailing list to obtain additional information
on this application by sending a request to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. Public comments and requests must be
submitted either electronically at www.tceq.texas.gov/about/comments.html, or in writing to
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box
13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. If you communicate with the TCEQ electronically, please be
aware that your email address, like your physical mailing address, will become part of the
agency's public record. For more information about this permit application or the permitting
process, please call the Public Education Program toll free at 1-800-687-4040. Si desea infor-
mación en Español, puede llamar all-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from G & C Coatings & Industrial Services, LLC
at the address stated above or by calling Mr. Camaron Cox, Owner at (281) 862-9001.

Notice Issuance Date: February 9, 2017

NOTICE TO PROPOSERS
HARRIS COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT NO. 5

Sealed Proposals (“Proposals”) for the Construction of a New Driveway
and Site Paving for Station No. 2 will be received by the Architect for
Harris County Emergency Services District No. 5 (HCESD 5) until 2:00
p.m., March 16, 2017, and then publicly opened at the District’s meeting
at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 23, 2017, at the meeting place of the
District, located at 5915 F.M. 2100, Crosby, Texas 77532 (in the Board
Room).

The Sealed Proposals shall be labeled on the outside of the envelope
as follows:

Harris County ESD No. 5
Station 2 Driveway and Site Paving Project
SEALED PROPOSAL.  DO NOT OPEN IN MAIL.

The full Request for Proposals, including proposal requirements,
selection criteria and other necessary information may be obtained from
the office of the Architect, BGK Architects, at 99 Detering, Suite 120,
Houston, Texas 77007, (713) 864-0058.

A Proposal Bond, Certified Check, or Cashier’s Check payable
to “Harris County Emergency Services District No. 5 in an amount
equal to five percent (5%) of the Owner’s construction budget
must accompany each proposal.  PROPOSALS THAT DO NOT
HAVE THE ACCOMPANYING PROPOSAL SECURITY WILL BE
RETURNED TO THE PROPOSER.

Bonds are required for this project. The successful proposer shall be
required to obtain a performance bond as stipulated in the Request for
Proposal documents.  In addition to the required performance bond, the
proposal security, in one of the forms mentioned above, is required for a
proposal to be considered.

HCESD 5 reserves the right to reject any or all proposals or to waive
any informalities incidental thereto.  The contract, if any, will be awarded
to the proposer presenting a proposal most advantageous to HCESD 5,
based on the selection criteria as referenced in the Request for Proposals
documents.

Mr. John Strawbridge
Board President
Harris County ESD No. 5

Public Notification:
Harris County Precinct 2, Harris County Pollution Control and
Harris County Public Health are collaborating to perform  a
Phase II Drinking Water Well Sampling Project in portions of
Channelview and Highlands (zip codes 77530 and 77562 re-
spectively). If you meet the qualifications listed below and are
interested in participating call (713) 274-0911 to provide your
information. You will receive a call back within 3-4 business
days.
The project is funded by funds from the settlement obtained
from the San Jacinto River Waste Pits lawsuit.
Testing will be performed at no cost to the homeowner and the
results will be provided to participants once all analytical test-
ing has been completed and evaluated.
Qualification criteria:
• Property owner must  sign consent  form.
• Property must  be located in the highlighted area on map
below (all addresses will be verified).
• Drinking water on property must be provided from a single
family, privately owned residential well  with no other water
source connection (not serviced by a local Water Control &
Improvement District—WCID).
• Properties that were previously sampled in Phase I are not
eligible for resampling.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Quotes on all types of Printing,  Copying, Mailing

713-977-2555

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

RENT/LEASE

NEWPORT
3 beds, 2 baths home
w/ privacy fenced
yard & garage.
$1,300 /month.
281-705-9640.

                   9-2

Classified ADS
281-328-9605

Only 16
dollars for
20 words,

40,000
copies.

Call (281)
328-9605

On January 31, 2017, Letters Testamentary were issued to the
representative of the estate of Thomas L. Clark, Deceased.  Each person
who has a claim against the estate must present such claim within
the period prescribed by law by submitting the claim to: Representative,
Estate of Thomas L. Clark; c/o Scott Clark; Adams & Graham L.L.P.;
134 E. Van Buren, Suite 301; Harlingen TX 78550.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
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ry Board member for the
Smahrt Girl Foundation.
She has also volunteered
with Pasadena ISD includ-
ing service as team mom
for several of her son's ac-
tivities, mentoring and
coaching in the Leaders of
Tomorrow program, tutor-
ing at New Covenant
church and serving in var-
ious leadership capacities
throughout the communi-
ty. Mrs. Davis Rouse is
proud to be an Ambassador
for the Houston Texans as
a member of the National
Football League alumni
association.

 Mrs. Davis Rouse is a
graduate of J. Frank Dobie
High School and Texas
A&M University. She stat-
ed, "Service starts locally.
I am thrilled to have the
opportunity to run for a
position on the San Jacin-
to College District Board of
Trustees. Our community
colleges are core to creat-
ing solid communities!"

Dr. Ruede Wheeler
Dr. Ruede Wheeler has

served on the San Jacinto
College Board of Trustees
since 1986. He is chairman
of the San Jacinto College
Board of Trustees Finance

Board of Trustees Election,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Committee. Dr. Wheeler
joined the Board following
nine years of service as a
member of the La Porte
ISD Board of Trustees.

 Dr. Wheeler practiced
dentistry in La Porte for
more than 40 years before
retiring. He currently owns
and operates Wheelstone
Auto Sales in La Porte. He
is a member and past pres-
ident of the La Porte Rota-
ry Club.

Dr. Wheeler is married
to Charlcya who is a trust-
ee on the La Porte ISD
board. The technical build-
ing on the San Jacinto Col-
lege North Campus is
named in Dr. Wheeler’s
honor.

Candidates for the San
Jacinto Community Col-
lege District Board of
Trustees must meet all of
the following require-
ments:

• Must have lived con-
tinuously in one of the in-
dependent school districts
that comprise and pay tax-
es to the San Jacinto Com-
munity College District six
months prior to the last
date on which the candi-
date could file to be listed
on the ballot;

• Must have lived con-
tinuously in Texas for 12

months preceding the fil-
ing deadline;

• Must be a qualified
voter;

• Must be 18 years of
age or older;

• Must be a U.S. citizen;
• Must not be a convict-

ed felon;
• Must be aware of the

nepotism law;
• Must serve without

compensation; and
• Must not have been

determined mentally in-
competent by a final judg-
ment of a court.

 Voters in the following
school districts elect the
seven San Jacinto Commu-
nity College District Trust-
ees: La Porte, Deer Park,
Pasadena, Galena Park,
Channelview, Sheldon, and
the portions of Clear
Creek, Pearland and Hum-
ble that pay taxes to San
Jacinto College.

Elections for the San
Jacinto College Board of
Trustees occur every two
years, in odd numbered
years. The Board is elect-
ed in numbered at-large
positions, 1 through 7. For
more information about
this year’s San Jacinto Col-
lege Board of Trustees
election, visit sanjac.edu/
board-trustees-election.

On February 18, the Galena Park High School Jacketeers attended the Showtime
International Competition at Willis High School. Throughout the competition, the Jacketeers
showcased their talents and came away with many awards and trophies!
The Jacketeers received the Grand Champion and the Officers Champion Circle trophies.
The officers and team received sweepstakes, judges’ awards and best in categories for six
routines; three officer and three team routines. The officers received the Spirit of America
Award, which is only given to one team throughout the competition! A special
congratulation goes to Jessie Garcia, who received the Kickmaster Award!
Congratulations, Jacketeers!

Galena Park High School Jacketeers
win top honors at dance competition

PASADENA, Texas –
Perry Homes has made a
$30,000 donation to the
San Jacinto College Foun-
dation in support of stu-
dent scholarships. To date,
Perry Homes has donated
$132,500 to the Founda-
tion to help students fund
their higher education.

“Their commitment to
helping our students, their
families and our communi-
ty truly reflects their mis-
sion and who they are as a
company , ”  sa id  Ruth
Keenan, executive director
of the San Jacinto College
Foundation. “We appreci-
ate the longstanding part-
nership we have with
Perry Homes, and their
continued support of our
students.”

Funds from this dona-
tion will go into the Perry

SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

Texas home builder donates
$30,000 to Foundation
Donation will support student scholarships

Photo by Amanda Fenwick
Danielle Earles, human resource specialist with Perry Homes,
presents the San Jacinto College Foundation with a check
in support of student scholarships. Pictured with Earles is
Ruth Keenan, San Jacinto College Foundation executive
director.

Homes Endowed Scholar-
ship with the San Jacinto
College Foundation. Schol-
arships are awarded to

students in the technical
fields who have a prefer-
ence for constructions
management and drafting.

Channelview High
School’s Lauren Konecny
and Emilio Rivera are not
only outstanding athletes,
their efforts also shine in
the classroom and through
community service.

Konecny, a two-year vol-
leyball letterman, and Riv-
era, who is captain of the
Falcon soccer team, were
recognized as exceptional
student-athletes by the
Recycled Sports Items-Re-
cycled Baseball Items or-
ganization and the
International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers at an
awards luncheon recently.
The two Channelview ath-
letes were among several
Greater Houston area stu-
dents being honored for
academic excellence and
other contributions off the
court or playing field.

“Whether it’s excelling
in athletics, leading by ex-
ample as remarkable stu-
dents or giving of
themselves to help others,
we believe these students
represent their communi-
ties well,” said Frank
Galan, vice president of the
RBI Foundation.

Konecny has been a Sec-
ond Team All-District se-
lection at middle blocker
for the Lady Falcons for
the past two seasons. Off
the court, she is the secre-
tary of the National Hon-
or Society, Student Council
vice president, Health Oc-
cupations Students of
America (HOSA) president
and a member of the Na-
tional Technical Honor So-
ciety.

With graduation ap-
proaching in May, Konec-
ny is narrowing her choices
of colleges between the
University of Texas at Ar-

CHANNELVIEW ISD:
Konecny, Rivera honored for
excellence in athletics, academics

Lauren Konecny, right, and Emilio Rivera, left, honored for
excellence in athletics and academics.

lington, the University of
Houston, Baylor Universi-
ty and Sam Houston State
University. She said she
plans to major in Kinesiol-
ogy.

“Lauren was one of the
leaders of our team and
was always committed to
excellence,” said Danielle
James, Lady Falcons head
coach. “She also approach-
es academics with that
same type of dedication. It
will be exciting to see what
the future holds for her.”

Rivera, an All-District
forward, is described by
Falcon boys soccer coach
Carlos Galuppo as an out-
standing student and a
“true leader.”

“Emilio is one of those
players that sets an exam-
ple for the rest,” Galuppo
said. “Everything he does
is to help the team. He
motivates every teammate
to pour their hearts out

into every match and also
carry that same philoso-
phy into their academic
studies.”

Rivera is also heavily
involved in community ser-
vice. He volunteers his
time to different programs
at his church and has or-
ganized annual holiday toy
drives for those less fortu-
nate. “He is always putting
others before himself,” Ga-
luppo said.

Rivera is still consider-
ing his options as to which
college he will attend in
the fall, but he does plan
to major in mechanical en-
gineering.

“We are extremely
proud of Emilio and Lau-
ren,” said Cindi Ollis, CHS
principal. “They are talent-
ed, smart and set a good
example for others to fol-
low. They both have bright
futures ahead of them.”


