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CHANNEL
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North Shore Annual
Fish Fry - May 16

The 40th  Annual North
Shore Rotary Catfish Fry, Craw-
fish Boil & Auction will be held
Saturday May 16th  at the North
Shore Rotary Pavilion on Wallis-
ville Road (behind the Fonteno
Courthouse Annex) from 11 to
3.  L ive auct ion begins at
12:30pm.

NORTH SHORE ROTARY
Annual Catfish Fry & Crawfish Boil
with Car Raffle this Saturday

Sheriff holds Community Crime Watch meeting

SGT. HALL of the Sheriff’s office presents the main talk to the audience, about a
Home Security Review to deter crimes in the neighborhood. Seated behind Hall
are the organizers of the Crime Watch event, Julie Baer and David Baer.

NORTH SHORE – Con-
cerned about the incidents of
crime in their neighborhood,
and wanting more interaction
with the local Sheriff ’s office,
two private citizens took it
upon themselves to organize a
night of talks and exhibits
with the Deputies of the Sher-
iff ’s office, last Monday night
at the North Shore Rotary Pa-
vilion on Wallisville, beside the
Courthouse Annex.

Julie and David Baer, and
over 100 residents of various
neighborhoods, from High-
lands to North Shore to Gale-
na Park showed up at the
meeting, and the Sheriff pro-
vided about 50 officers, 15 Ex-
plorers, and major equipment
displays to help explain the
department’s capabilities.

Deputy Hall started the se-
ries of talks, outlining various
techniques to improve securi-
ty and safety from crime, in-
cluding a Home Security
Review, a Coffee with the Cops
program, and free Gun Locks
that were distributed that
evening. Hall explained that

the department will visit your
home on request, and conduct
the safety review, which will
include lighting, shrubbery,
alarms, and door and window
locks. He explained these are
the first line of defense against
being a crime victim. He ex-
plained that he knows the
North Shore area very well,
growing up their and always
being assigned to the area.
When not pursuing crimes, he
is also busy with nuisance
abatement assignments, but
he cautioned that these cases
take time to prosecute and see
areas cleaned up.

The next
s p e a k e r
was Capt.
Joel In-
ocencio, the
patrol cap-
tain for
District 3.
He ex-
p l a i n e d
that he has
120 deputies on his staff, and

See CRIME WATCH, page 6

North Channel
Golf tournament

 North Channel Chamber will
hold their Golf Tournament, May
21, 2015. 8 am Shotgun start.
At TOUR !8, 2102 FM 1960 East,
Humble, TX. Call the Chamber at
713-450-3600 to participate.

Adrian Garcia

COMMUNITY PROFILE
WWII Vet receives high school
diploma at age 89

Billy Mills (right), 89-year-old graduate, stands with Martha, his wife
of 69 years (far right), and the principal of Galena Park High School,
Tony Gardea (left). Norma Hernandez (far left), the school registrar,
was instrumental in assisting Mr. Mills receive his diploma.

HOUSTON, TX – May 6,
2015 – Adrian Garcia, a long
time Harris County Sheriff,
announced last Wednesday,  he
is runing for Houston mayor.

The same day of his an-
nouncement, Garcia sent his
resignation letter to members
of Commissioner Court.

Along Garcia, there are six
other candidates who have
announced their candidacy
State Rep. Sylveter Turner,
businessman Marty McVey,
former Kemah Mayor Bill
King, former Congressman
Chris Bell, former City Attor-
ney Ben Hall and Houston
City Council Member Stephen
Costello.

Harris County Precint 4
Constable Ron Hickman has
been named interim Harris
County Sheriff by Commision-

ers Court. Some of the pros-
pects were Harris County
Sheriff ’s Deputy Carl Pittman,
Harris County Precinct 4 Con-
stable Ron Hickman and Rep.
Allen Fletcher, R-Tomball.

See NEW CANDIDATE, page 8

Rep. Green to host
Veterans forum

HOUSTON – Congressman
Gene Green invites veterans and
families to his Veterans Forum on
Thursday, May 21st from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. at the American Legion,
Post 499 located at 1601 16th
Street, Galena Park, Texas 77547.

The forum will feature an up-
date on current issues and legis-
lation, as well as the opportunity
for veterans to ask Congressman
Green questions and voice con-
cerns in person.

“We’re working hard to en-
sure that veterans have access to
the medical care and benefits
they need,” Green said. “Last
year, Congress passed major leg-
islation to improve deficiencies
and corruption in the VA system.
We will keep working to make
sure that new policies effect real,
positive change for our veterans.”

 Representatives from various
government agencies will also be
present to answer individual
questions. Confirmed attendees
include the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) Regional
Office, Michael E. DeBakey VA
Medical Center, Texas Veterans
Commission, and VA National
Cemetery.

GP CHARTER VOTE
DEFEATS AMENDMENTS

Garcia now Candidate
for Houston Mayor

As a senior at Galena Park
High School in 1944, Billy
Mills was set to graduate and
receive his diploma. He had
1.5 credits to make up, but
that would not be a problem
except for one thing - Uncle
Sam called upon him to serve
in the U. S. Army. He had no
choice but to leave his fami-
ly, friends and his education.
He served our country in
World War II as an Army
heavy machine gunner and a
telegraph operator, but his
heart remained in Galena
Park.

Upon returning home two
years later, he married his
high school sweetheart, Wan-
da, and began a career in the
oil industry. With a success-
ful career, five children and
a loving wife at his side, he
lived a fulfilling life; yet, he
always had disappointment
gnawing at him. He regret-
ted not getting his high
school diploma.

Fortunately his daughter,
Denice, contacted Galena
Park ISD to inquire about
getting her father a diploma.
GPISD was more than hap-

py to oblige this request. On
Monday evening, May 11,
2015, 71 years after he was
called to serve his country,
Billy Mills put on a Galena
Park High School cap and
gown during the GPISD

board meeting. Dr. Williams,
superintendent of schools,
called him forward and Ga-
lena Park High School prin-
cipal, Tony Gardea, awarded
Mr. Mills with his long await-
ed diploma.

NORTH SHORE ROTARIANS have been busy preparing for Saturday’s
big Fish Fry at the Rotary Pavilion next to the Courthouse Annex on
Wallisville Road. Besides a great fresh dinner, you can also win a
new vehicle by attending and donating $100 for a raffle ticket.
Proceeds go back into the community in projects and scholarships.
The vehicle will be the choice of the lucky ticket holder, either a
Toyota Tundra or a Toyota Avalon from Community Toyota in
Baytown. Pictured with the car are Rotarians Shawn Silman, Fish Fry
chairman Mike Williams, and ADG Derrill Painter. Tickets are available
from any Rotarian or at the pavilion on Saturday. Meal tickets are
also available for only $10 donation.

NORTH SHORE – Rotary
club president Allatia Harris
is busy this week, making fi-
nal arangements with her
event chairman, Mike Will-
iams, for the 40th Annual Cat-
fish Fry & Crawfish Boil that
will be held this Saturday at
the North Shore Rotary Pavil-
ion, beside the Courthouse
Annex at 14350 Wallisville
Road from 11am to 3pm.

Every year almost a thou-
sand people turn out for this
event, which is a fund raiser
benefitting the entire commu-
nity. A major incentive to at-
tend is the raffle, where for a
$100 donation you could win
a new Toyota car or truck. A
limited number of tickets are
sold, increasing you chances to
win this vehicle, according to
Harris.

You can also partipate in
the live and silent auctions,
where exotic and unusual
items often go for bargain pric-
es, and some trips and vaca-
tions are not available
otherwise. Some recent auc-
tion items have included far-
away vacation packages,
jerseys for Texans’ J. J. Watt,
and golf foursomes.

The raffle also includes 20
other prizes, worth more than
the price of the ticket itself.

Tickets are available from

any Rotarian, or at the pavil-
ion the day of the event. How-
ever, come early for the best
chance to bid and win. Oh, and
get some of that fresh fish.

Title Sponsor for the event
is the Holiday Inn Houston

East, with other major spon-
sors Basic Equipment, Best-
way Oilfield, Blue Northern A/
C, Community Toyota, Galena
Park ISD Education Founda-
tion, and San Jacinto College
Foundation.

YARD SIGNS were prominently displayed
throughout Galena Park, and Galena
Manor, against all of the 18 Proposed
Charter Amendments.

GALENA PARK – Over
750 voters went to the polls
last Saturday, to express
their opinion on whether the
City Charter should be
amended, and how it should
read.

In a stunning defeat of the
propositions, all were defeat-
ed by a margin averaging 540
AGAINST, and only 220
FOR.

After months of wrangling
and arguing over who has
authority to run the city, the
Mayor, the Council, or the
City Manager, the voters
chose two amendments, #10
and #14, to focus the most

negative votes against allow-
ing the city manager and the
council to have more author-
ity.

Amendment #10, defeated
558 to 187, would have per-
manently established a city
manager style of govern-
ment.

Amendment #14, defeated
557 to 185, would have re-
quired two councilpersons to
agree with the mayor to veto
any city actions.

City leaders, including a
Charter Committee of 16 cit-
izens, headed by former

See City Charter, page 8
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Crosby CC Trips
•Hemi Hideout, Brookshire:   Wednesday, May 20 at 10 a.m. Cost

is $3 per person; Lunch is on your own at Alicia’s Mexican Grille.
•Kemah Boardwalk and Seabrook Seafood Market, Seabrook.

Thursday, May 21 at 9:30 a.m. Cost is $3 per person; Lunch is on
your own at the Boardwalk.

•Blue Bell Creamery, Brenham: Tuesday, May 26 at 9 a.m. Cost
is $7 per person; Lunch is on your own at Los Cabos Mexican Grille

 Crosby Community Center, 409 Hare Road, Crosby 77532. (281)
462-0543.

Harris County Precinct 2 Trips
• Sam Houston Boat Tour: Wednesday, May 20 at 8:30 a.m.

Cost is $3 per person; Lunch is on your own at the Dinner Bell
Café. Departing May Center in Huffman; Contact Maria Ander-
son at 713-274-2434

•Hemi Hideout, Brookshire: Wednesday, May 20 at 10 a.m.
Cost is $3 per person; Lunch is on your own at Alicia’s Mexican
Grille. Departing Crosby Center in Crosby; Contact Thresa Hes-
ter at 281-462-0543.

May Community Center is located at 2100 Wolf Road, Huffman
77336.  (713) 274-2434.

Crosby Comm. Center events
 MeCoupon Cutting and Exchange – Military Program:

Thursdays at 11 a.m. Share money saving tips and coupons at
this exchange class. Also, all expired coupons can be sent to the
military overseas.

Quilting Classes: Thursdays at 1 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Take this opportunity to quilt, share ideas, and enjoy the fel-

lowship of other quilters. Quilters of all experience levels can
attend these sessions.

Salad and Spud Featuring Jerry Locke and Booger Lee:
Friday, May 22 at 11:30 a.m. The Center’s salad luncheon serves
up generous-sized, oven baked potato with all the trimmings,
fresh green salad, dessert, iced tea, and coffee. Cost is $5 per
person and helps defray the cost of the food. Advance registra-
tion is necessary by Tuesday, May 19. Call (281) 462-0543 or stop
by the Center to sign up. The Center is located at 409 Hare Road,
Crosby, TX.  77532.

May Community Center’s
ongoing May calendar

Rhythm Walking: Weekday mornings from 8:10 a.m. to 8:55 a.m. Tues-
days, Thursday, and Fridays from 3:30 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. Come rain or shine
for a 2-mile walk to music in the comfort of the Center.

Body Toning Chair Exercise: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. Boost your energy, stamina, and flexibility with
other individuals at the center.

Decorative Painting: Mondays at 9 a.m. Master decorative artist
teaches the art of decorative painting.

Pickleball: Mondays at 11 a.m. Pickleball is all the craze in the US
and now it’s coming to May Community Center! Played on a court similar
to tennis and with a paddle similar to ping pong – Pickleball! Dress in
comfortable attire; no experience necessary. Equipment is provided.

May Community Center is located at 2100 Wolf Road, Huffman 77336.
For more information call (713) 274-2434.

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

✯

Crosby HS Symphonic Band performs at UH
The Crosby High School Symphonic Band performed at the University of Houston's "Band Invitational." This is the first time Crosby has played at
UH! They were professionally recorded performing their UIL Contest music that recently earned all Division 1 ratings: Inglesina March by Delle
Cese, Sheltering Sky by Mackey and La Tregenda by Puccini. Proud Director of the Symphonic Band is Kevin Knight.

With approved credit. See dealer for details. While supplies last. Photos for illustrative purpose . Offers end
 5/30/15.  On oldest 10% of inventory as of 5/1/15 while stock lasts. Not available with special finance, lease or
some other offers  1.) 2015 Sonic LTSTK# F4112196 MSRP 18270.00 $14995.00 sale price. ( 3.)  2015 Malibu LS
STK # F7128187, MSRP 23565.00 19665.00 sale price stk# EU116617 (5.) 2015 Silverado Double Cabs  MSRP
39570.00 $2075 Dealer discount 1500.00 REBATE 500.00 Farm Bureau Member 750.00 USAA Member 750.00
Bonus Cash 1000.00 DPA Must Finance W/ ALLY,GM FIN or Wells Fargo WAF $1000.00 Texas Edit.Bonus —

750.00 Package Discount Included in MSRP Sale Price $31,995. STK # FZ103400
Offer ends 5/30/15. Not all buyers will qualify.

Silver Ice Metallic ,
Convertible Stk#PE 1033

Black, 5.3L 8 Cyl.
Auto Stk#PE1041

Black, 3.6L 6 Cyl.
Auto Stk#PE1045

Orange Auto
Stk#A9108395

Ronnie Kluch honored with plaque and dedication of field
BAYTOWN – Ross S.

Sterling’s retired Head
Baseball Coach Ronnie
Kluch was honored with a
plaque for hisservice from
1971 through 1980. He was
4 times Coach of the Year
for exas High School Base-
ball Coaches’ Association ,
All-Star Coach, All Ameri-
can Baseball Player for
Kansas City Athletics.
During his ten years as
coach His teams won four
district championships,
tied for the title three
years, and finished second
in the state twice, his team
made state finalist. He is
quoted as having said,
“Play it like a man, enjoy it
like a boy.”

At the April 2 dedication of an archway and plaque to Ronnie Kluch former Ross S. Sterling Baseball Coach
at Kluch field against Channelview’s baseball contenders. The dedication was presented by Superintendent
O’Brien, a proclaimation was done by Mayor Stephen Don Carlos. Opel Handley, Jack Baker, Clayton Baker,
Fredlyn Kluch, Ronnie Kluch, Kim Baker, Betty Michalsky Jonell Handley.
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Fiesta Dance
North Shore Seniors will hold a

Fiesta Dance Thursday, May 14
from 1 - 4 pm at Grayson/Baldree
Bldg., Corpus Christi.

Live band and refreshments.
Only $ 5/per person. For more in-
formation, call 713-455-3660.

MAY

North Channel
Library events
-Saturday, May 16, 10 am - 3 pm,
Scrapbooking with Mia; 2 pm,
Faithful Paws.
-Monday, May 18, 6 pm, STEAM
Camp: Math.
-Tuesday, May 19, 10:30 am,
Toddler Time; 1:30 pm, Preschool
Story Time.
-Wed., May 20, 10 am, Book Club;
4:30 pm, Asian Pacific Heritage
Month: Chinese craft mask.
-Thu., May 21, 10:30 am, Baby
Time.
COMPUTER CLASSES:
-Basic Power Point, Lecture, May
18, 1-3 pm.
-Basic Power Point, Practice, May
20, 1-3 pm
•Registration required.
CLASES DE COMPUTACION
-Power Point Básico, Lectura,
Mayo 19, 10-12 pm.
-Power Point Básico, Práctica,
Mayo 21, 10-12 pm.
-Introducción a Email, Parte 1,
Mayo 6, 6-7:45 p.m.
•Se requiere registración.

Library is located at 15741 Wal-
lisville Rd., Houston, TX. 77049. Call
281-457-1631 for more information

MAY

Galena Park
Library events
-Wednesday, May 20, 11:00 am,
Story Time; 1:00 pm, Mecanografía;
3:30 pm, Typing Basics.
-Thursday, Myay 21, 11:00 a.m.
Baby Time; 3:30 pm, Family Movie
Time.
-Monday, May 25, Memorial Day,
Libray CLOSED.
Please call the library at 713-450-
0982 for more details.

The library is located at 1500
Keene St. Galena Park, TX. 77547.

SATURDAY NIGHTS

The Buckshot
Jamboree

Enjoy Classic Country music
every Satutday night from 7 pm
- 10 pm with The Buckshot Jam-
boree at 7414 Hartman near Old
Beaumont Highway. More info,
call 281-458-0729 or 832-444-
5000.
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Harris County, TX - Crime
Stoppers and Robbery Inves-
tigators with the Harris
County Sheriff's Office need
the public's help in identify-
ing one male suspect respon-
sible for an aggravated
robbery at a drug store in
Harris County, Texas.

 On March 6, 2015, Harris
County Deputies responded
to a call at a drug store, lo-
cated in the 14800 block of
Woodforest Blvd, in refer-
ence to an aggravated rob-
bery.  Deputies arrived an
employee reported that at
approximately 10:45 p.m.
the suspect entered the store
and purchased an item with
cash, then left the store.
About 15 minutes later he
entered the store again and
walked up to the service

Sheldon ISD Will
Have Full Day
Prekindergarten

Sheldon ISD has made the
commitment to implement a full
day prekindergarten program in
the 2015-2016 school year.
Children who will turn four on
or before September 1, 2015
and live in the Sheldon ISD
school zone will be eligible to
enroll.

Parents need to complete
registration before June 5 as
space is limited.

Start the registration pro-
c e s s  o n - l i n e  a t :
www.sheldonisd.com then
come into the NOC administra-
tion building at 11411 C.E. King
Parkway to bring your docu-
ments and complete the pro-
cess.

See the complete list of
d o c u m e n t s  n e e d e d  a t
www.sheldonisd.com

Registration Office: 281-
727-1300

Kerwin Roach of North
Shore Sr. High and Fletcher
Sherrard of Galena Park High
School, will be competing in
the upcoming state track meet
held in Austin on May 14-16.
Roach, the defending 6A triple
jump state champion will de-
fend his title and also compete
in the long jump - an event he
added to his repertoire this
year. At the regional meet he
finished first in the triple
jump and second in the long
jump. Sherrard will also com-
pete in two events at the state
meet. At the regional meet he
finished first in the triple
jump and the 300M hurdles in
division 5A.

By Mark Kramer

It’s safe to say that all of
McMullan Elementary’s stu-
dents were a bit excited about
their art projects this year.

Yes, every single student.
When this school year be-

gan, Art teacher Alicia Gray
came up with the idea to cre-
ate a Schoolwide Art Gallery
as a way to inspire the stu-
dents’ creativity. She wanted
to assemble the artwork of all
McMullan students during the
school’s Art Show in the
spring.

The results certainly
turned a few heads.

“It was very impressive,”
said Gina Ervin, McMullan
principal. “Having the work of
every student in the school
displayed is quite an under-
taking. You can tell that Ms.
Gray sparked the student’s
enthusiasm and involvement
through this project. Everyone
from visitors to former teach-
ers that have walked through
the hallways have been
amazed.”

From student drawn por-
traits of themselves to cut-out
creations of hot air balloons
and other subjects – the art-
work lined through the grade-
level hallways and down the
main hallways of the campus.

“Through this project, I
wanted to be able to give stu-
dents a reason to be proud and
show off their awesome work,”
Gray said.

Gray began the year by

Channelview ISD’s Nutri-
tion Services Department will
provide free breakfast and
lunch to those 18-years-old
and younger as part of its
Summer Food Program.

The program will be held at
several locations throughout
the Channelview area in June
and July. Locations and serv-
ing times are as follows:

•Kolarik Ninth Grade
Campus, 1120 Sheldon Road,
June 9-July 30. Breakfast:
6:45-8:30 a.m., Lunch: 10:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Monday
through Thursday

•McMullan Elementary,
1290 Dell Dale, June 9-June

Channelview High School’s
Jose Aguirre placed in the top
10 against students from 22
states and Puerto Rico in the
Computer Modeling category
at the Business Professionals
of America’s National Compe-
tition in Anaheim, Calif.

Aguirre finished eighth in
the national competition and
was presented with a medal
during the award ceremonies
at the event.

“We cannot express how
proud we are of Jose’s hard
work during this competition,”
said Erin Bowman, Channel-
view High School’s BPA spon-
sor. “He represented
Channelview ISD very well.
Jose is going to graduate in
June and move on to great
things.”

Aguirre advanced to the
national competition by taking
the top spots in Computer
Modeling at the regional and
state contests. His award-win-

Kerwin Roach - Kerwin
“Snoop” Roach will defend his
title as 6A Triple Jump State
Champion.

Two Galena Park ISD athletes
compete in State Meet

Fletcher Sherrard - Fletch-
er Sherrard will compete to
become state champion in the
5A Triple Jump and 300M
Hurdles.

Fletcher SherrardKerwin Roach

McMullan art teacher Alicia Gray stands in front of some of the
student artwork displayed in her hallway as part of the school’s
Schoolwide Art Gallery, which includes art from every student on
campus.

McMullan’s Schoolwide Art Gallery turns heads

talking with students about
why an artist keeps a portfo-
lio and each student created
their own portfolio adding
each work they did over the
course of the school year. As
the date to the school art show
drew closer, the classes had a
"Portfolio Day" where stu-
dents got to go through their
portfolio and pick the artwork
they wanted to be featured at
the event.

As part of the critical think-
ing aspect of the class, Gray
had the students come up with
two specific reasons they
picked the piece over the oth-
ers in their portfolio and name
one thing they could do to im-
prove their artwork if they
participated in an art show
again.

“The students really

thought about and were in-
volved in the process of choos-
ing and submitting the
artworks for the show and it
helped them to be excited
about showing off what they
thought was their best work.”
Gray said. “By allowing the
students to choose their piece
it gave each student some-
thing that they could be proud
to display.”

This year’s schoolwide art
project might have just
sparked a new tradition at
McMullan.

“I'm thinking a school wide
theme for a project could be
wonderful,” Gray said. “It
could be some sort of collabo-
rative work, where each grade
makes parts of the whole. It
will be exciting to see what we
can come up with for next
year.”

Channelview’s Jose Aguirre finishes in
nation’s top 10 at BPA competition

ning project was a 3-D model
for a fictional minor league
baseball team and its mascot,
a bear named Neo.

At the present time, Aguirre

is not only busy completing his
senior year, he also plans to
receive his Associate’s Degree
from San Jacinto College
North during CHS graduation
ceremonies on June 7.

Jose Aguirre, center, is congratulated for his top 10 finish at the
National Business Professionals of America competition by
Channelview High School BPA sponsors Kareen Neal and Erin
Bowman.

COMMUNITY WATCH

Channelview ISD launches
Summer food program

23. Breakfast: 7:15-8:05 a.m.,
Lunch: 10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m..
Monday through Thursday

•Early Childhood Center,
911 Sheldon Road. June 9-July
9. Breakfast: 7-8:15 a.m.,
Lunch: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
Monday through Thursday

•De Zavala Elementary,
16150 Second Street, June 9-
June 25. Breakfast: 7:30-8
a.m., Lunch: 11 a.m.-11:45
a.m. Monday through Thurs-
day.

For more information,
please call the district’s Nutri-
tion Services Department at
281-860-3807.

She may
stutter
Which is kinda cool!

Suspect wanted for armed
robbery of drug store

counter.  The employee said
that is when he pulled out a
handgun from his waistband
and pointed it at her stom-
ach demanding cash out of
the register.  She complied
with the suspects demands
and handed him all the cash
in the register. The suspect
fled the scene in an unknown
direction.

The suspect is described
as a black male, approxi-
mately 20 to 24 years of age,
standing approximately 5'8"
to 6'0" tall and weighing be-
tween 160 to 180 lbs.  Sus-
pect was wearing a tan
baseball cap, white sweat-
shirt and tan pants during
the crime.  The suspect also
had an unknown tattoo on
his left forearm.

Woman’s body found
between 2 chemical
plants in Channelview

CHANNELVIEW, Texas – A
security guard found the body
of a woman near a retention
pond between two chemical
plants last Friday, May 8,
2015.

According to Harris Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office, the body
was found around 8:30 a.m. on
Sheldon Rd. near Wallisville
Road in the Channelview area.

The security guard spotted
the woman’s body lying on the
ground. Investigators are try-
ing to identify the woman and
do not know how or when she
died. The investigation contin-
ues. Anyone with information
should contact Harris County
Homicide, 713-274-9100 or
Crime Stoppers at 713-222-
TIPS (8477).

GALENA PARK

Two people shot
outside their house

GALENA PARK, Texas –
Two people were shot on their
front porch last Sunday morn-
ing.

According to Houston Po-
lice, the shooting happened
around 6:00 a.m. last Mother’s
day at a home on Armstrong
and Rhode Island.

When police arrived, they
found a man with a gunshot
wound in his face.

The second man ran to his
aunt’s nearby house where
paramedics picked him up. He
had a gunshot wound on his
shoulder.

Police are trying to deter-
mine who was the shooter and
how it happened, people at the
house did not want to cooper-
ate with the police in the in-
vestigation.
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OPINION
✯

LETTERS
To the Editor

✯

AUSTIN — For the Texas
Legislature to accomplish its
main purpose, the passage of
a state budget for fiscal years
2016 and 2017 must be
achieved.

The five House and five
Senate members of the Con-
ference Committee on the
budget, House Bill 1, have
been working together since
late April. They must angle
their philosophical pathways
to something mutually ac-
ceptable to take back to their
respective chambers for con-
sideration.

Last week, however, no re-
sults-showing HB 1 confer-
ence committee report was
published, so as yet, there is
no document revealing stale-
mate-breaking agreements
on the $211 billion budget.

Movement on other items,
in a bulk sense, has been
slow. As of Friday, May 8,
only four Senate bills and
zero House bills had reached
the governor’s desk. House
and Senate members filed a
total of 6,274 bills in the cur-
rent session.

This week, May 11 to 15,
constitutionally imposed
deadlines take effect, setting
the stage for a massive die-
off of bills that have not
moved well into the process.
So far, 1,315 House and Sen-
ate bills have progressed be-
yond the committees in
which they originated.

Comptroller pinpoints
concerns

With the June 1 end date
for the legislative session
only weeks away, Texas
Comptroller Glenn Hegar,
the state’s chief bookkeeper
and a former member of the
House and the Senate, on
May 4 sent a written remind-
er of his budgetary concerns
to Gov. Greg Abbott, Lt. Gov.
Dan Patrick and House
Speaker Joe Straus.

While the focus of budget
disagreements between the
House and Senate is taxes
and where to cut them, He-
gar urged attention to a list
of long-term balance sheet is-
sues affecting the state’s
credit rating and thus the
cost of borrowing. Here’s a
shortened version of the list:

1. Roads and infrastruc-
ture. Additional funds are
needed to meet the state’s
rapid population growth.

2. Texas Employees Re-
tirement System pension.
The state’s contribution rate
is insufficient to amortize the
liability in a timely manner.

3. Long-term debt. The
state’s general obligation
debt has more than doubled
from $7 billion in 2010 to $15
billion currently. It must be
paid down.

4. Other post-employment
benefits. Accrued liabilities
to the Teachers Retirement

and Employees Retirement
systems need to be fund in
order to keep them actuari-
ally sound.

5. Texas Tomorrow Fund.
Unfunded liabilities are
growing for the state’s guar-
anteed college tuition pro-
gram.

6. Deferred maintenance.
Normal deterioration of
state-owned facilities must
be addressed because put-
ting off maintenance costs
more in the long run.

Senate passes fracking
bill

A bill approved by the Sen-
ate on May 4 would limit mu-
nicipalities’ power to ban the
hydraulic fracturing of sub-
strata in oil and gas explo-
ration.

Dubbed  the  “Denton
fracking bill,” HB 40 by Sen.
Troy Fraser, R-Horseshoe
Bay, was filed in response to
an ordinance passed by the
city of Denton last fall. Fras-
er, who chairs the Senate
Natural Resources and Eco-
nomic Development Commit-
tee, said his bill “would
clarify that the state is the
ultimate authority when set-
ting policies related to oil and
gas exploration.” Fraser add-
ed that “cities would still ex-
ercise limited regulatory
authority on above-ground
oil and gas exploration activ-
ities, including things like
fire and emergency response,
noise and light pollution or
traffic concerns.”

Sales tax revenue goes
up

Comptroller Hegar on
May 6 announced state sales
tax revenue in April was $2.3
billion, up 1.1 percent com-
pared to April 2014, and
April 2015 was the 61st con-
secutive month of growth in
state sales tax collections.

April was “the second con-
secutive month of relatively
slow growth” in sales tax rev-
enue, Hegar said, and the 1.1
percent growth was “muted
by the significant slowdown
in the oil and gas mining sec-
tor.” However, he added,
state sales tax collections
from retail, wholesale trade,
restaurants, construction
and manufacturing continue
to grow.

Cities, counties, transit
systems and special purpose
taxing districts will receive
May local sales tax alloca-
tions totaling $759.8 million,
up 6.1 percent compared to
May 2014, Hegar said.

Drought conditions
persist

Gov. Abbott on May 8 re-
newed an emergency disas-
ter proclamation certifying
that exceptional drought
conditions pose a threat of
imminent disaster in some
81 specified counties in Tex-
as.

Abbott’s proclamation di-
rects that requests to sus-
pend any rule or regulation
that may inhibit or prevent
prompt response to the
drought be submitted to his
office for approval.

Conferees struggle toward
budget compromise

Washington, DC – U.S.
Representative Brian
Babin (TX-36) today
marked the 64th annual
National Day of Prayer by
sharing his personal
reflections and prayers for
our nation. The transcript
is as follows:

“Today is a special day –
as millions of Americans
join together in prayer for
our nation and its leaders.
Since the first call to
prayer in 1775, when the
Continental Congress
asked the colonies to pray
for wisdom in forming a
nation, the call to prayer
has continued through our
history – including Presi-
dent Lincoln’s designation
of April 30, 1863, as a
“Day of National Humilia-
tion, Fasting and Prayer.
Then in 1952, President
Truman signed a resolu-
tion officially declaring an
annual National Day of
Prayer.  It was later
amended by President
Reagan to permanently
set our National Day of
Prayer on the first Thurs-
day of every May.

“On this day each year
we pause and put our-
selves humbly before God,
seeking His guidance for
our nation and His grace
and mercy upon us as a
people.  This year’s theme
– ‘Lord Hear Our Cry’ –
speaks to us all.  I believe
Scripture reminds us of
the manner in which we
are to come before our
Lord in prayer.  We are to
do so in humility.  2
Chronicles 7:14, reminds
us, ‘If my people, who are
called by my name, will
humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and
turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear
from heaven, and I will
forgive their sin and will
heal their land.’

Dear Editor:

Many educators have
contacted our office about
Senate Bill 893. Your
concerns are understandable,
as the legislation addresses
the evaluations and pay
scales used in the teaching
profession.

It is disappointing that so
much misinformation is
being circulated about this
bill and hopefully our office
can be of service in clarifying
the facts.

First of all, SB 893 does
not reduce teacher pay and
will not tie teachers' evalua-
tions to STARR testing.

One of the concerns
brought to my attention is
that this bill decreases
teachers' salaries to $27,000.
This could not be further
from the truth. It maintains
the previous minimum of
$2,754 per month. This is not
what teachers will be paid
per month, but more so a
protection to ensure teachers
cannot receive less than that.

SB 893 gives local schools
districts the freedom to
recruit, support, and finan-
cially reward hardworking
teachers as they see fit.

SB 893 preserves local
control by allowing school
districts to either maintain
the current state-designed or
adopt a locally-designed
teacher salary schedule.

SB 893 ensures teachers
are evaluated annually based
on multiple measures and
are provided meanful
feedback. A teacher assess-
ment evaluation can still be
developed by a school district
and may include peer-to-peer
review and other teacher
participation. There is
explicit language in the bill
to limit the use of student
scores on a standardized test
to measure a teacher’s
performance.

SB 893 lets teachers
customize their professional
development based on their
individual needs, ending the
one-size-fits-all method that
is currently in place.

With many public educa-
tors in my family, I remain
committed to improving
public education in Texas.
The current state budget I
supported on the Senate
Floor appropriates $55
billion to public education for
the 2016-17 biennium. This
is an increase of $3.4 billion
from last session.

These numbers will likely
continue to evolve as the bill
moves through the legislative
process, but it is a good
starting point to ensure that
public education is given the
funding it needs to educate
our state’s children and
support our teachers.

Respectfully,
Brandon Creighton

State Senator, District 4

“It is in that spirit of
humility, that we join
together today.  Seeking
the mercy and grace of our
Lord, knowing that what
we really deserve is
judgment.  We should be
thankful, now more than
ever, that our God is a God
of mercy and grace, and
we come before him today
asking for his blessing.
We live in trying times
here at home and abroad,
but in many respects we
always have since the
birth of the United States.
I implore you to remember
that we serve a God that is
all-powerful and is beyond
the limits of humankind.
With these challenges
there may be a temptation
to despair, recognizing
what is beyond our abili-
ties to fix.  And, that may
be the case. But rather
than despair, we should
turn to prayer.  That is
what we are doing today.

“None of us are perfect;
we all have limitations
and shortcomings.  To
those of us who are
Christians, the Bible
reminds us that we serve
a God of mercy, a God of
grace and a God of immea-
surable compassion.
Today, we come humbly
before him in prayer.  The
National Prayer Day is an
annual reminder for us to
be in prayer for our
nation, our leaders and
our military members.  It
gives us the opportunity in
this season of uncertainty
to be reminded that the
Lord hears our cries.  So
today I join you in solemn
pray for our nation which
has been blessed beyond
measure.  I also humbly
ask for your prayers as I
seek to serve you with
integrity in the U.S.
Congress.  God Bless
Texas and God Bless the
United States of America.”

Babin reflects on the
64th annual National
Day of Prayer
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Your ad could be here
Just $10 a week.

Call 281-328-9605 to
find out more information.

Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS
P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX

281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565     Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

Your ad could be here
Just $10 a week.

Call 281-328-9605 to
find out more information.

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m.-1p.m.

KWIK KAR OIL & LUBE
Operated By Chris & Jennifer Arnold

11525 Eagle Drive
281-385-LUBE (5823)

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                            5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels, but
widom is found in those who
take advice. Proverbs 13:25

All of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak

in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them. Acts 2:4

St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church

All Invited to Worship with Us

SUNDAY    Holy Eucharist Rite II     10:00 am
SUNDAY    School & Coffee Hour     11:30 am
Spanish Service/Holy Eucharist        1:00 pm

13125 INDIANAPOLIS ST., HOUSTON, 77015
sttimsinhouston.com

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955  Eagle Drive 281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the aged,
show respect for the elderly and

revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in the
faith. Have courage and be

strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

Your BUSINESS Ad in the
GRAFIKPRESS

NEWSPAPERS will be seen
by 25,000 readers weekly.
Call 281-328-9605 to talk
with our Ad Representative.

Eastgate Church will host Twogether In Texas “BE-
FORE YOU SAY I DO”  premarital classes for couples desiring
to be married.  The classes ($20 per couple) will be Saturday,
May 30 and Saturday, June 6 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.  Marriage
licenses in Liberty County cost $72.  Upon completion of these
two certified 4-hour classes, the license will only cost $7.

Have you been saving for a Church wedding?  Then on Satur-
day, June 27, we will have a FREE wedding for 8 couples who
have gone through these classes which will include church, pas-
tor and simple reception.  If you know a young couple who would
like to save money and be a part of this “first ever” group wed-
ding, please have them register online at www.eastgate-
church.com.  Each couple will say their vows individually and
their reception area will belong to them.  Maybe you would like a
“Remarriage” for a special anniversary, you may if there are few-
er than 8 couples signed up.  Further details are on our website.

Holy Family Catholic Church McNair, KNIGHTS OF PE-
TER CLAVER and LADIES AUXILIARY  council and court #341
will be hosting their third annual crawfish boil and festival, on
May 16, 2015 starting at 11am until 6pm. The proceeds fund
their scholarships. The event will be free and open to the public,
held under the protection their pavilion, rain or shine. Plates
will contain crawfish, corn and potato for $10.00, sausage is ex-
tra. We will have a variety of zydeco, country and other music
throughout the day.  Holy Family Church is located on I-10 east
at 7122 Whiting Rock Baytown, Texas.

Church news & events

Our roving  columnist
captures some

familiar faces in the
community.

CAUTION: YOU may
be the next one in

front of the camera!

WHO DAT?
Charlie Farrar’s
Candid Camera

✯

Clean Inside
and Out

My wife had forgotten to
run the dishwasher the night
before. The next morning it
was her turn to bring us cof-
fee. She brought mine in a cup
labeled "World's Best Mom."

I said, "You gave me a
MOM'S cup?"

She smiled and replied, "I
gave you a CLEAN cup!"

 Jesus taught the impor-
tance of serving God with a
clean heart. In Matthew 23:26
He told the Pharisees, "First
clean the inside of the cup and
the plate, that the outside may
be clean also."

1. Is the book of Galatians
in the Old or New Testament
or neither?

2. From Joshua 6, on the
seventh day, how many times
did the men of war march
around Jericho? 1, 3, 5, 7

3. In His first recorded mir-
acle, what did Jesus turn into
wine? Goat's milk, Grape juice,
Fig cider, Water

4. From 1 Chronicles, what
king was buried with his sons
under an oak tree? Neco, Je-
hoash, Saul, Rezin

5. How many New Testa-
ment (KJV) books are named
for a woman? 0, 1, 2, 3

6. In the story of creation,
what did God call the dark-
ness? Blackness, Night, Four-
score, Trinity

ANSWERS: 1) New; 2) 7; 3)
Water; 4) Saul; 5) 0; 6) Night

✯
LITTLE

BIDDY BITS
By Danny Biddy

Highlands’
Stratford Library
gets new librarian

ROTARY PRESIDENT RAYMOND GONZALEZ presents a
check for the summer reading program to the new
Stratford Librarian, Mandy Sheffield, as the outgoing
librarian Jen Crouse helps.

HIGHLANDS – After more
than 6 years serving the chil-
dren and families in this area,
our librarian Jen Crouse has
been reassigned to another Har-
ris County branch, at the Lone
Star College in Cy-Fair.

Our new librarian, starting
in the children’s department b
efore taking over, is Mandy
Sheffield.

Mandy is a native of the area,
having gone to Lee High School
in Baytown. Her mother was a
teacher, including the High-
lands Junior School, and Ster-
ling and Lee.

Mandy has been a Harris
County librarian for over 12
years, starting at the La Porte
library before coming to High-
lands.

She is married, and has a son
11 years old, and lives in Bay-
town with her husband. She
was educated at Midwestern
University in Wichita Falls, and
a Masters of Library Science at
Texas Womens University in
Denton. She notes that with the
advent of computers, she was

able to do most of her college
work from a distant learning
environment.

Every year the Rotary Club
helps fund the Summer Read-
ing Program at Stratford, which
will start June 1. Mandy em-
phasized that it is for Adults
and Teens, as well as children,
with an emphasis on crafts and
arts.

The Theme this year is “Ev-
ery Hero Has A Story” and pro-
grams will involve different
types of heroes, such as firemen
and so on.

Mandy said that she will be
emphasizing the breadth of re-
sources in the collection, includ-
ing computers, CD and DVD
collections, newspapers and
magazines, and if you can’t find
it, she can get it through inter-
library loan.

There is also a section of
books and publications in Span-
ish, set aside in a special area
which is easy to find.

Other languages are also
available, so there is something
for everyone at the library.

Highlands Rotary Club
receives citation from District

ROTARY ASSISTANT DISTRICT 5890 GOVERNOR DERRILL PAINTER presents a certificate
of Achievement to Highlands Rotary Club President-Elect Larry White, for the donations
that the club has made to the Rotary Foundation this year. The Club has consistently
had the highest, or next to highest, per capita donation in the district, and one year in
the country, amounting to about $584 per member this year. The District 5890 has
donated $457,000 to the Rotary Foundation this year, which is used for international
projects such as Polio Plus, and others. Half of the money comes back to the district
after 3 years, for use in local projects. Highlands Rotary Club raises money through the
Chili Feast, and the Washer Tournament, and individual donations, known as Paul Harris
Fellows. Major donors recognized this year were Charlie Ward, Tricia Scott, and Chuck
Radney. New Paul Harris Fellows or upgraded status were Aaron Cole, Denise Smith,
Dane Listi, Carol Radney, and Chuck Radney.
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NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 281-328-9605 to Advertise YOUR Business
in this Directory. 10,000 readers Weekly

North Channel
✯ STAR

Printing Department -

713-977-2555

Mrroofer@hotmail.com

Se Habla Español

New Roofs, Repairs, Painting,
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

HARDI PLANK SIDING
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

a very effective ProActive Task
Force patrol unit. Since formed in
2012, they have filed 924 charg-
es, and put 682 felons in jail, he
noted.

Inocencio told of the work on
preventing and solving business
robberies, with 72 arrests since
the beginning of the year. He also
noted that in the next two weeks
the department will open a Store-
front Sheriff ’s office in Highlands,
in the Woodforest Bank building,
that will be open 5 days a week
for citizens to come in for infor-
mation and reports.

Inocencio noted that he has
two “ghost” police cruisers work-
ing on traffic arrests, and they
wrote over $250,000 traffic tick-
ets last year.

He also mentioned the work of
the Explorer’s Post 43, under the
supervision of Deputy Brian
Goldstein, a program to prepare
youth for careers in law enforce-
ment.

He also recommended that res-
idents consider signing up for the
Police Citizens Academy to learn
more about the department.

Sgt. Eddie Rivera, head of the
Joint Task Force, with the Con-
stable’s department, talked about
their effort to be proactive rather
than reactive. He said that cell
phone stores have become a favor-
ite target of robbers, but that his
unit has captured 13 so far this
year. Other targets that they
watch are Ford trucks, and ATM
machines.

Becky Moon, a citizen affiliat-
ed with CAP, or Citizens Police
Academy, urged the public to sign
up for this worthwhile learning
experience.

Other crime fighting programs
that citizens can take advantage
of are “IWATCH
HARRISCOUNTY.COM” and a
Ride-Along program.

Deputy Brian Goldstein intro-
duced his Explorer Post 43 troop,
and explained the rigorous train-
ing and experiences they get in
real police events. When these
young men and women are 21

Sheriff’s Crime Watch,
Continued from page 1

years old, they can go on to the
Police Training Academy to pre-
pare for a law enforcement job.

Capt. Ken Melancon, head of
the HCSO investigation unit, ex-
plained the work of his depart-
ment, and how the public can help
solve crimes by reporting what
they see, “SEE SOMETHING
SAY SOMETHING.”

EXPLORERS POST 43 MEMBER:

Melancon noted that the rob-
bery rate in Harris County is
higher than anywhere else in the
U. S., bue to the activities of the
cartels in the drug trade. But a
new computer program, called
Eyewatch, is expected to help
keep neighborhoods safer by let-
ting residents talk to each other
about suspicious activies.

On May 12, 2014, the Gale-
na Park ISD Board of Trustees
certified that Wanda Heath
Johnson, Joe Stephens and
Minnie Rivera were duly elect-
ed as Trustees of the Galena
Park Independent School Dis-
trict for the purposes of the
May 9, 2015 election. The elec-
tion was canceled on April 13
because there were no individ-
uals registered to oppose any
of the incumbents.

Three GPISD Board of Trustees
Members Re-elected

PICTURED: First Row: Joe Stephens,
Vice President; Wanda Heath
Johnson, President; Wilfred J.
Broussard, Jr., Secretary
Second Row: Dr. Angi Williams,
Superintendent of Schools; Ramon
Garza, Board Member; Dawn Fisher,
Board Member; Jeff Miller, Board
Member; Minnie Rivera, Board
M e m b e r ;  K a t h y  B u n d y ,
Administrative Assistant to the
Superintendent and Board of
Trustees

C h a n n e l v i e w  H i g h
School was recently named
an accredited training and
education facility through
the National Center for
Construction Education
and Research.

The NCCER and Dr.
Steven Horton were hon-
ored as one of Channelview
ISD’s Distinguished Career
and Technical Education
Partners during the dis-
trict’s annual CTE Awards
held recently at Channel-
view High School. The orga-
nization began partnering
with the district’s Career
and Technical Education
programs this school year.

“We’ve been very im-
pressed during our site vis-
its and the programs offered
here at Channelview High
School,” Horton said. “The
Houston area is a prime
market for students to be-
come certified in construc-
tion careers – and then
immediately put those
skills to work.”

NCCER is a not-for-prof-
it 501c3 education founda-

GUN LOCKS were given out as a safety measure.

HELICOPTER, SWAT truck, and horses were shown.

Channelview HS receives
accreditation from National Center

tion created in 1996 as The
National Center for Con-
struction Education and
Research. It was developed
with the support of more
than 125 construction
CEOs and various associa-
tion and academic leaders
who united to revolutionize
training for the construc-
tion industry. Sharing the
common goal of developing
a safe and productive work-
force, these companies cre-
a t e d  a  s t a n d a r d i z e d
training and credentialing
program for the industry.

“We are very excited
about this accreditation,”
said Mia Young, Channel-
view ISD’s Career and
Technical Education direc-
tor. “With all of the growth
in our area, there is going
to be an ever-growing need
in construction careers for
years to come. If our stu-
dents are certified in their
chosen field when they
leave our (CTE) programs,
it will make them more
marketable in the work-
place.”

CHS students have been
able to become certified
through their involvement
w i t h  S k i l l s U S A .  T h e
SkillsUSA program is a
partnership of students,
teachers and industry
working together to ensure
America has a skilled
workforce.

Students to become NC-
CER certified during the

2014-2015 school year were
Joe Barboz, Chase Cald-
well, Eduardo Columa, Al-
exis Delgado, Juan Garcia,
Diego Gonzalez, Noe Guer-
ra, Endy Lara, Javier Mo-
rales, Mario Nunez, Juan
Ortiz, Gerardo Perez, Al-
berto Romero, Juan De
Dios Vazquez, Ryan Davis,
Elmer Garcia, Esai Garcia,
German Marinez, Michael
Mayes, Juan Moody, Mar-
c o s  O v i e d o ,  M e l i s s a
Ramirez, Ellias Reyes, Ri-
chardo Sanchez, Chris
Amaya, Edward Cordova,
Jaqueline Gavino, Patrick
Greene, Jose Hernandez,
David Hidalgo, Tison Jack-
son, Carlos Leyva and
Michael Rios.

Additional students that
received certification in-
cluded Raul Trujillo, Ale-
j a n d r o  Z u n i g a ,  J u a n
Acevedo, Lizbeth Galvan,
Gabriel Garcia, Braylon
Jackson, Samuel Maldona-
do, Christian Marroquin,
Jesus Montoya, Jonathan
Paz, Luis Pena, Jordan
Zepeda, Adriel Arias, Koral
Fisher, Hario Juarez, Mar-
cus Lopez, Fidencio Macor-
ro, Alexabder Muniz, Juan
Ornelas, Miguel Rodriguez,
Marco Arreaga, Emily
Arredondo, Judy Beltran,
Daneli Briones, Jeremiah
Diaz, Christian Lejia, Isai-
ah Ball, Jesus Galvan, Cris-
to Garcia, Gustavo Lara,
Michael Aguilar and Jose
Salinas.

Dr. Steven Horton of the National Center for Construction
Education and Research, left, Wesley Hutchins, Agriculture Science
teacher and Mia Young, Channelview ISD’s Career and Technical
Education Director are all smiles after Horton’s announcment of
Channelview High School becoming an accredited campus for
training and education through the National Center for
Construction Education and Research.

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar
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SAILBOAT:
PEARSON
23’ 1979 in the water at
Watergate Marina in
Clear Lake.
713-977-2555.
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BOATS FOR SALE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BRADLEY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

IN RE: JONATHAN DAVID METZNER, d.o.b. 11/04/08
A minor child under the age of eighteen years old

JAMES MADDOX and wife
MARGARET MADDOX,

Petitioners

vs. Docket No. V-15-084_

LESLIE METZNER,
Responder/Mother

AND
JONATHAN BLAKE,

Responder/Father

ORDER OF PUBLICATION and
NOTICE OF HEARING

It appearing from the Petition for Termination of Parental Rights
in this cause that the address and domicile of the Respondents,
LESLIE METZNER and JONATHAN BLAKE, is unknown and cannot
be ascertained so that ordinary process cannot be served upon the
Respondent.

It is therefore ordered that the Respondent, LESLIE METZNER
and JONATHAN BLAKE, will appear and make defense within thirty
(30) days to the Petition, or the same will be taken for confessed as to
default and set for hearing ex parte. If there is no answer, a hearing
will be held on the 22nd day of July, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. Failure to
answer or appear may result in termination of the Respondents’
parental rights to the child referenced above.

A copy of this order and notice of hearing shall be published for
four consecutive weeks in the Highlands Star, a newspaper published
in Huffman, Texas, the last known residence for the Respondents,
LESLIE METZNER and JONATHAN BLAKE.

Within that time Respondents are required to serve a copy of their
pleadings upon Philip M. Jacobs, Petitioners’ Attorney whose address
is P.O. BOX 191, 30 Second Street, NW, Cleveland, TN 37364-0191.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

City of Galena Park

Ciudad de
Galena Park, 713-672-2556.

SECTION 1
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

    Sealed proposals for Repairs of the Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 50 Sanitary Sewer Sys-
tem in Harris County, Texas will be received at the office of Harris County M.U.D. No. 50 Office, 12900
Crosby-Lynchburg Road, Crosby, Texas 77532, until 10:00 A.M. local time, June 16, 2015 and then publicly
opened.  A NON-MANDATORY BUT HIGHLY RECOMMENDED PRE-BID CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD
AT THE OFFICE OF HARRIS COUNTY M.U.D. No. 50 on June 1, 2015 at 10:00 A.M.  Each bid must be
submitted in a 9” x 12” envelope and accompanied by Cashier’s Check or Bid Bond, duly executed, in the
amount of not less than five (5%) percent of the bid.

     The Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 50 is proposing to replace and/or rehabilitate deteriorat-
ed sanitary sewer lines and manholes throughout the District. The District recently completed a Sanitary
Sewer Overflow (SSO) Initiative Program which identified high-need areas within the Barrett, TX collection
system that will require significant rehabilitation.  The first phase of the project will be to clean and televise
all the 15-inch, 12-inch, 10-inch and selected main line 8-inch sanitary sewers throughout the District.  This
will confirm repairs that already have been identified during smoke testing and indicate any new or en-
larged leaks which have occurred since the initial smoke testing was completed.  This project will repair
problem in all the locations identified. All work will occur in existing right-of-ways and easements.  Various
types of improvements will be made to eliminate infiltration, inflow and any discovered cross connections.
Manholes that are in need of repair will either be repaired or replaced.

     This project is eligible for CWSRF funding, therefore, the following requirements apply:

 This contract is contingent upon release of funds from the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB)."
 "Any contract or contracts awarded under this Invitation for Bid (IFB) or Request for Qualifications (RFQ)

are expected to be funded in part by financial assistance from the TWDB. Neither the State of Texas nor
any of its departments, agencies, or employees are or will be a party to this IFB, RFQ, or any resulting
contract.

 This project is subject to the American Iron and Steel (AIS) requirements of P.L. 113-76Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2014.  All iron and steel products for construction, alteration, maintenance, or repairs
incorporated in these plans must be produced in the United States.

"Equal Opportunity in Employment - All qualified Applicants will receive consideration for employment
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap or national origin. Bidders on this work will be
required to comply with the President's Executive Order No. 11246, as amended by Executive Order 11375,
and as supplemented in Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60."

 This contract is subject to the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) "fair share policy", which in-
cludes EPA-approved "fair share goals" for Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and Women Business
Enterprise (WBE) firms in the Construction, Supplies, Equipment, and Services procurement categories.
EPA's policy requires that applicants and prime contractors make a good faith effort to award a fair share of
contracts, subcontracts, and procurements to Minority Business Enterprise and Women-Owned Business
Enterprise firms.  Although EPA's policy does not mandate that the fair share goals be achieved, it does
require applicants and prime contractors to demonstrate use of the six affirmative steps.  The current fair
share goals for the State of Texas are as follows:

CATEGORY MBE WBE
CONSTRUCTION 12.94% 8.72%
SUPPLIES 9.68% 9.34%
EQUIPMENT 7.12%  5.39%
SERVICES 10.84%  5.72%

 Equal Opportunity in Employment – All qualified Applicants will receive consideration for employment
without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, or handicap.  The contractor shall carry out
applicable requirements of 40 CFR Part 33 in the award and administration of contracts awarded under
TWDB financial assistance agreements.  Failure by the contractor to carry out these requirements is a
material breach, which may result in the termination of the awarded financial assistance.
 Right to reject any and all bids.
 All laborers and mechanics working on the work site and employed by contractors and subcontractors on

projects funded directly by or assisted in whole or in part by and through the Clean Water State Revolving
Fund and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund shall be paid wages as described in the section, Mandato-
ry David-Bacon Act Contract Conditions.

 Any contracts in excess of $2,000 for construction, alteration or repair (including painting and decorating
and funded under the Clean Water State Revolving Fund and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund pro-
grams shall include the Mandatory David-Bacon Act Contract Conditions.

Copies of the bidding documents may be obtained from www.CivCastUSA.com:  Search Harris County
MUD No. 50 Sanitary Sewer Repairs.  Questions deadline is June 5, 2015 at 5:00 PM.  Bidders must
register on this website in order to view and/or download specifications, and plans for this project. There is
NO charge to view or download documents.

END OF SECTION

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NOTICE
The Barbers Hill Independent School District is ac-
cepting proposals for:

Beverage Provider
Proposal forms may be picked up in the Business
Office of the Administration Building or provided
electronically.
Sealed proposals are due no later than 12:00 p.m.,
Friday, May 29, 2015, and will be opened at that
time.  The school reserves the right to accept or re-
ject any or all proposals, and award the contract to
the offeror who offers the best value to the school
district.
For more information phone:  (281) 576-2221, ex-
tension 1200.

Calyn Wesson
Business Manager

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Harris County ESD #80 is accepting competitive sealed
proposals from proposers for Crosby VFD Security Project
on Thursday, May 21, 2015, until 2:00 P.M.  Proposals
will be received at Joiner Partnership, Inc., 700 Rock-
mead Dr. #265, Kingwood, TX 77339 (281) 359-6401,
email susies@joinerarchitects.com.  Documents will be
available at the offices of Joiner Partnership, Inc.

DRIVERS WANTED

Drivers
Needed. Must have
TWIC. 4 years-exp. Lo-
cal & Regional. e-mail
resume at
biglakes@gmail.com
281-843-2626.

                     16-4

drivers, cdl-a
Company. Now Hiring
Houston Route Drivers
For 6 Day Work Week.
Great Rates, Bonuses,
Paid Orientation. Excel-
lent Benefits After 90
Days! 877-600-2121.
quickwaycarriers.com

                       17-2

GARAGE SALE

Spanish cove
Subdivision Annual
Community Garage
Sale. Saturday, MAY 16,
2015, 8 am - 1 pm.

GARAGE SALE
Saturday, May 16, 8 am
- 2 pm. 414 Flying
Dutchman @ Newport.
Home decor, pictures,
plants, lots of miscella-
neous, new items.

18-2

DRIVERS WANTED DRIVERS WANTED

FOR sale

2011 JACKPOT
Camper. Bonded beds
& Queen. 26 ft., like
new. $11,500.
281-328-3182.

                     18-2

Experienced
Video

Photographer
specializes in
Weddings,
Birthdays,

Conferences.
Call Ari @

832-630-4487

SERVICESREAL ESTATE

Beautiful custom
built home for sale.
Home sits on a 1.5 acre
lot, in a gated communi-
ty of Saddle Creek
Farms, in Crosby.  It has
a view of Lake Houston
and lots of custom up-
grades. $479,900.00.
Yolanda Guillory
Residential Consultant.
RE/MAX 281-900-6214.
ML# 77479954.

                            18-4

Class i f i ed  Ca l l
2 8 1 - 3 2 8 - 9 6 0 5

S T A R - C O U R I E R
is  on  the  Internet  &  your  Smart

P h o n e
w w w . s t a r c o u r i e r n e w s . c o m

Where can I pick up
a Star-Courier?

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community Center
Backdraft Rest.
Woodforest Bank
Conoco Station
P o s t  O f f i c e
(outside)

CROSBY:
Library
Community Center
Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Kroger’s
Community Bank
(2)

HUFFMAN
Exxon Station
Community Bank
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Carnival of Hope
Dow Emergency got into the Relay for Life theme, Carnival of Hope, with
their circus carnival tent and games. Dow was a Silver Sponsor for the annual
event which took place the first Saturday of May.

Adrian Garcia expressed
his thoughts in a letter:

Friends:
For the past several

months, I've done something
that leaders should do a lot
more of: I've been listening.
I've been listening to people all
over Houston - from fellow
churchgoers, to large and
small business owners, to
friendly seniors at the local
breakfast spot. Like me, they
all love our city. But they're
also concerned about our fu-
ture. They want the roads to
be repaired and to spend less
time in traffic, they want to
keep our families and children
safe, they want to improve our
schools, and they want to
make sure the city doesn't
spend more than it takes in. I
share those concerns.

And as I've listened, people
have urged me to run for May-
or.

Today, I'm announcing my
candidacy for Mayor of Hous-
ton because Houston needs a
mayor who knows how to bal-
ance a budget, save taxpayers
millions, and protect our chil-
dren and families. I've done
that as sheriff.  And I'll do that
as mayor.

Respectfully,
Adrian Garcia

NEW CANDIDATE,
Continued from page 1

CHANNELVIEW FIRE

DEPARTMENT
Serving the Community

2015  CLASS OF CADETS RECENTLY GRADUATED

NEW FIRE STATION #1 ON MARKET STREET

The Channelview Fire  Depart-
ment has entered a new phase
of service to the community, and
is now staffed with 100% paid
firemen and EMS personnel.
There are currently 75 men and
women on the staff.

Average response times are
5 minutes, as the trucks are
staffed full-time 24/7, with 15
persons always on duty. The de-
partment runs 2 fire trucks, and
3 ambulances, as well as a Dis-
trict Chief and EMS supervisor.

Emergency Service District
#50 is responsible for the financ-
es of the department. Expenses
for the department are paid with
tax funding and EMS billing.

Equipment includes two ac-
tive pumpers, a ladder truck, a
back-up pumper, a brush truck,
and four ambulances. Back-up
equipment includes another
pumper, and an ambulance.

The department was found-
ed in 1949, chartered in1953,
and in 2012 transitioned into a
full paid department regulated
by the Texas Commission on Fire
Protection. ESD#50 was estab-
lished in 2003.

Channelview Fire Department
serves about 38,000 people in a
16+ square mile area. It’s success
is built on its long history, the
work of its predecessors, sup-
port of the community, and the
commitment of the present men
and women.

Fire Chief Ryan Thistle
Assistant Chief Charles Villegas
Administrator Jimmy Sumbera

Commissioner Jim Owens
Commissioner Ben Ballew
Commissioner Brenda Biggers
Commissioner Eric Stricklin
Commissioner Judy Brannon

A Shift
District Chief Ennio Ponte
Captain Kevin Labelle
Captain Jeremy Mays
EMS Captain Robby Waddell

B Shift
District Chief Stephen Roane
Captain Nathan Mathews
Captain Ernest Watson
EMS Captain Steven Adams

C Shift
District Chief Richard Austin
Captain Barrett Hansen
Captain Justin Wischnewsky
EMS Captain Ramiro Martinez

D Shift
District Chief Chad Mikush
Captain Edward Escamilla
Captain Jeremy Watson
EMS Captain Chase McKey

CURRENT FIRE & EMS EQUIPMENT IN SERVICE

CHANNELVIEW FIRE DEPARTMENT, PO BOX 1437, CHANNELVIEW, TX 77530 • 281-452-5782

councilman Joe Thibodeaux,
had written and favored all 18
amendments, and had exclud-
ed 4 others they felt were not
required.

The impetus to amend the
charter, ironically, had started
with Mayor Esmeralda Moya
soon after her election last year,
when it became clear that she
did not have the authority to
run council meetings and hire
and fire city personnel in a man-
ner that she wished, and that
she often said was “what the
people want.”

However, as the Charter
Amendments were promulgat-
ed by the committee, and pre-
pared for the election process,
she and others spoke out
against the amendment pack-
age. As she told the North Chan-
nel Star in an interview
previously, she thought the way
the amendments were written
did not accomplish what she
intended, and advised voters to
reject them. She has actually
filed a lawsuit against the city
manager and council, charging
them with violating the original
charter, the Texas Open Meet-
ings Act, and interfering with
her ability to run the city as
authorized by the original char-
ter. This lawsuit is pending at

Galena Park
Amendments

defeated,
Continued from page 1

the present time, along with a
countersuit and several others
similar in context.

Others, including activist
Barry Ponder, formed a commit-
tee known as the “Committee
for a Better Galena Park” and
posted the yard signs and fly-
ers outlining their objections to
the amendments.

Without a revised charter, or
a court ordered decision,  it ap-
pears that Galena Park will con-
tinue to operate the way it has
for a number of years. City Ad-
ministrator Robert Pruett told
the North Channel Star that
most of the charter provisions
had already been adopted as or-
dinances previously.


