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Jacinto City’s
“Day of Good Works”

ACADEMIC STUDIES

“New” Sheldon ISD
STEM Academy begins
next school year

Galena Park Council hears from public

Legislature: Mothers Day
Massacre kills 120 local bills
By Lewis Spearman

AUSTIN – In the 140
day law passing session
known as the the 85th leg-
islative session in the Tex-
as House, the Texas Free-
dom Caucus has found a
way to cut back on all the
arguing by stalling to kill
local and consent bills.

The Legislature is run-
ning a little behind, in fact
last May 11, they were still
going through May 6’s cal-
endar. Then the Freedom
Caucus began to delay leg-
islation. The single excep-
tion was that following a
tearful begging by State
Rep. Drew Springer, R., a
bill dealing with stem cell

treatment got hustled
through. The representa-
tive’s wife has a spinal in-
jury and the bill passed
with seconds left that
might be able to treat her
ailment.

“The Mother’s Day Mas-
sacre,” pitted factions of
the House Republicans as
major deadlines closed in
to kill other legislation.

House Bill 3476 to en-
sure echocardiograms for
first year athletes before
playing sports was dead on
the floor without a trial.
This was the bill that Cros-
by resident, Scott Stephens
had sought for eight years.
Since the death of his son

that bill had been unani-
mously passed by the
House Committee.

In fact most of the bills
killed are fairly no issue,
consented to without much
fanfare, sometimes called
local and consent calendar
items, so they are passed
easily. But they can be fili-
bustered to death just by
mumbling words at the po-
dium or finding five signa-
tures in opposition.

State Rep. Matt Rinal-
di, R. – Irving Texas
summed up the Freedom
Caucus reaction, “When
you give people nothing,
they have nothing to lose
and they’re going to fight

for their constituents and
if they can’t do it within
the system, they’re going to
do it without the system.”

Certainly the similarity
to Marx’s Communist
Manifesto is just coinci-
dental. The Freedom Cau-
cus labelled House Speak-
er Straus’ followers “Not
Conservative Enough,”
and have been at odds
since he became the
Speaker in 2009. The con-
servative group cites that
many of their billls were
not passed by the House
Leadership.

Some concern has been
expressed that if the cau-
cus delays the budget and

the Sunset Bill ( a law-
maker review of state
agencies and their im-
provement) could shutter
the Texas Department of
Transportation if recom-
mendations are not
passed.

Thirty seven of 295 bills
on the agenda got passed,
after getting stuck on an
abortion-related bill and
then being held up by
overt obstruction in the
evening by the Freedom
Caucus members, who
slowed progress on the
floor by proposing amend-
ments, debating no issue
measures at length and
frequently asking ques-
tions.

Students from STEM academy attended a field trip that was to a GIRLS (Girls Influencing
Real Lives in STEM) Conference at Olle Middle.

Becky Zalesnik

Beginning with the
2017-2018 school year,
Sheldon ISD will be open-
ing its first ever STEM
Academy (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and

Math) at each of their mid-
dle schools.

What is STEM? STEM
education is an approach
to teaching and learning
that integrates the content
and skills of science, tech-
nology, engineering, and
mathematics. Both C. E.

King Middle School and
Null Middle School will
host a cohort group of (60)
7th graders each to start
the academy. Students and
their parents completed an

See New STEM
Program, p. 5 photos by Allan Jamail

Saturday, May 13, 2017 - City Manager Lon Squyres and family teamed up with volunteers of the
Keep Jacinto City Clean Committee members (KJCCC) to remove weeds at the city hall annex
monument. Annually the city and KJCCC select a project(s) to work on together.
L to R: City Manager Lon Squyres, wife Glenda, daughters Piper & Scarlett, KJCCC members
Miguel Pena, Erick Pena, Secretary Linda Jamail, Vice-Pres. Irasema Salinas, back ground and standing
President Teresa Arzapala & Jose Pena.

Saturday, May 13, 2017 – (center standing
L – R) Maria Espinoza & Heritage Hall Director
Elizabeth Flores with seniors offering garage
sale items to raise funds to support activities
not funded by the city.

Saturday, May 13, 2017 - Jacinto City workers, after
combing the city picked up over 517 old tires.
City Manager Lon Squyres said, “In addition to our year-
ly tire round up day we will also pickup tires throughout
the year. It is in everybody’s interest that we remove old
tires to prevent neighborhood blight and eliminate breed-
ing places for mosquitoes.” Citizens can place their old
tires at curbside for picking up because city workers
cannot enter private property. Resident’s can call Public
Works at 713-453-7411 for tire pick up at their address.
Anyone caught bringing tires into the city that doesn’t
belong to a resident can be fined.

North Shore
Rotary Fish Fry
Saturday May 20

“KEEP CALM AND FISH FRY
ON” was the mantra of local
Rotarians as they prepared for
this Saturday’s 42nd annual Cat-
fish Fry and Crawfish Boil.

The event will be held at
the Rotary Pavilion behind the
courthouse on Wallisville, from
11am to 3pm. Raffle tickets to
win a new Toyota pick-up or 20
other prizes, are only $100 and
include two dinners. Meal tick-
ets only are $10.

Tickets are available from all
Rotarians, and select local
stores such as PineForest Jew-
elry and at the door.

Come early to participate in
the live and silent auctions, with
a large quantity of items not
available anywhere else.

“NO GUNS ALLOWED.” This
not ice ,  in  Eng l i sh  and
Spanish, was posted at City
Hall prior to the Council
meeting.

Woodland Acres
Middle School
70 year reunion

Alumni of the Woodland
Acres Middle School will gath-
er on Thursday, May 25 from
5pm to 7pm for a class reunion.
There will be speakers, a band,
and refreshments.

An informal lunch social will
precede the reunion, at Gold-
en Corral on I-10 at 2pm.

For additional information,
contact Helen Spiers Blomstrom
at 325-243-5295.

Galena Park FFA
livestock show
pictures

On November 17 of last
year, the Galena Park FFA stu-
dents held their annual Live-
stock Show and Sale at the Ag
Center on Holland Avenue.

They raised $46,316 for
scholarships and expenses.
There were 26 exhibitors with
animals, and the Grand Cham-
pion Steer, shown by Valena
Moya, was sold for $7,400. The
buyer was GPISD middle school
and high school principals.

All 26 exhibitors and their
photos are in this issue of the
North Channel Star. See pages
8 and 9.

Business-like Council
Meeting, and Progress
made towards re-
opening Galena Manor
Community Center

By Allan Jamail
Galena Park, TX. - May

16, 2017 at 6 PM: Mayor
Esmeralda Moya called
the meeting to order. After
a prayer and pledges to the
flags the Commissioners
unanimously approved
minutes for the April 18,
2017 and May 2, 2017
meetings and the Accounts
Payable through May 16,
2017.

The Commissioners
unanimously approved the
engagement letter be-
tween Belt, Harris,
Pechacek, LLP and the city
for the single audit year
ending September 30,
2017.

The Commissioners
unanimously approved an

agreement between the
city and Civicplus, Inc. for
the amount of $5,500 for
website services.

The Commissioners
unanimously approved an
agreement between the
city and JC’s Digital Office
Equipment for a color Ky-
ocera copier in the amount

of $391.14 for 48 months.
The Commissioners

unanimously approved the
advertising for sealed bids
for Phase 2 of the water
line and fire protection
project.

 The Commissioners
unanimously approved
Ordinance 2017-02 estab-
lishing the police reserve
force and its passage on
the first reading as provid-
ed in Article IX, Section 21
of the city charter.

The Commissioners
unanimously approved
Resolution RO7-2017 giv-
ing the City Secretary dis-
cretion in determining ad-
mission fees, swim class
fees and hours the city’s
swimming pool will be
open to the public.

The Commissioners
unanimously approved
the amended agreement
between the city and Ford
Motor Credit Company for
the city to enter into a

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:

PAUL WINFIELD, vice president of the Galena Manor Civic Club,
makes a point while talking to the Council. “The chief of police...
wants to censor the citizens of Galena Park.”

Comments from the public were a mix of supporters
of Mayor Moya and with those who spoke against her
and the commissioners for the failure to make progress
for the reopening of the community center.

Rosemary Careathers: “I would like to comment on
Mr. Collins about the information he gave the reporter
last time. I was concerned that he would even think that
the information we were trying to get to open the recre-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6, SEE COMMENTS

PHOTO ALLAN JAMAIL/NC STAR

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE 6
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COMMUNITY NEWS

281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide

*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

✯

Library Computer Class
Stratford Library - Highlands offers beginning com-

puter classes every Monday night at 6:30 PM. The classes
include Computer Basics, Email & Internet, Word, Li-
brary Apps, and Resume Help. No experience necessary!
Space is limited and registration is required. Please call
832-927-5400 to sign up or with any questions. The Strat-
ford Library is located at 509 Stratford Highlands, TX
77562, 2 blocks behind Food Town.

Crosby Alumni Asssoc. Mtg.
“The Crosby Alumni Association has announced the

dates of the 4 meetings for planning the annual All-
Classes CHS Alumni Reunion to be held on August 5,
2017 at the American Legion Hall.

The meetings will be held at the Crosby Community
Center on Hare Road beginning at 6 pm. The dates are:
May 16, June 20 and July 18. All graduates of Crosby
High School are invited to attend these meetings regard-
less of year graduated.”

 Support Ministry Group
First Responder Peer Support Group meets every

Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at Crosby Church, 5725 Hwy. 90,
Crosby, TX. 77532. This is a safe venue within fire, law
enforcement & EMS to discuss openly the realities of
what you have experienced on the streets or over the
phone or radio. For questions, please call 281-328-1310.

By Susan Passmore

Fifteen Goose Creek
CISD teachers were hon-
ored at the recent Goose
Creek CISD Education
Foundation Students
Choice Awards Banquet at
Royal Purple Raceway
Park’s Tower Club. This is
the eighth year seniors at
the four high schools have
nominated teachers who
have had positive impacts
on their lives for this honor.

More than 600 student
letters were screened by a
committee, and 15 were se-
lected. The students and
their teachers were invited
to the event, which began
with music by Reuben
Chance and the Goose
Creek Memorial High
School Orchestra. Laurie
Terry, president-elect of the
Education Foundation, wel-
comed guests. Ronnie
Hotchkiss, Foundation
member, led the pledge, and
Gilbert Santana, past pres-
ident, gave the invocation.
Dinner was provided by
Texas Roadhouse.

After dinner, Terry pre-
sented information about
the Education Foundation’s
goals and achievements as
well as thanked business
and community donors
along with Goose Creek
CISD employees, who con-
tribute by payroll deduction
through the Get On the Bus
campaign, for their generos-
ity. Besides honoring teach-
ing excellence at the
Students Choice Awards,
the Foundation awards in-
novative teaching grants to
educators annually.

“Thanks to all of you for
being a friend to the Goose
Creek CISD Education
Foundation,” Terry said. “At
the end of last month, the
Education Foundation
awarded approximately
$120,000 in innovative
teaching grants to some de-
serving teachers. Over the
past eight years, this orga-
nization has awarded more
than $830,000 in grants to
teachers throughout the
district. That’s almost a mil-

 Students recognized at Choice Awards

lion dollars!”
Randal O’Brien, Goose

Creek CISD superinten-
dent, recognized special
guests and thanked the Ed-
ucation Foundation for host-
ing the Students Choice
Awards as well as helping
teachers provide innovative
educational experiences for
their students through the
GCCISD Education Foun-
dation Grant program.

The highlight of the

event was a video by Carrie
Pryor-Newman and the
Goose Creek CISD Commu-
nications Department fea-
turing the students reading
their letters about their
teachers.

Candy Ochoa, Founda-
tion member, introduced the
teachers and students, and
Jim Wadzinski, vice presi-
dent of development, and
O’Brien presented them
with a gift card and a copy

of the video. Teachers re-
ceived a commemorative
plaque.

Honorees were Eleska
Aubespin, Ross S. Sterling
High School, and her stu-
dent Chris Rodriguez; Kei-
th Brown, IMPACT Early
College High School, and his
student Brandon Galvan;
Reuben Chance, Goose
Creek Memorial High
School, formerly at High-
lands Junior, and his stu-
dent D’Ozlynn Ortuno from
IMPACT; Levi Duncan,
RSS, and his student Zoey
Henderson; Clark Haney,
Stephen F. Austin Elemen-
tary, and her student An-
nalie Perez from RSS;
Arlene Hastings-Hill, RSS,
and her student Alyson Dal-
cour; Tracy Haywood,
Crockett Elementary and
her student Sha’mariah
Washingon from RSS;
Chase Kruger, RSS, and his
student Gerardo (Jerry)
Horta; John Membreno,
Stuart Career Center, and
his student Edwin Figueroa
from the Peter E. Hyland
Center; Larissa Newport,
RSS, and her student Kris-
ta Motley; Joy Powers,
Lamar Elementary, former-
ly at Carver, and her student
Alejandra Gonzalez from
RSS; Janie Rivera from
PEH and her student Angel-
ica Duran; Lauren Siple,
GCM, formerly from REL,
and her student Victoria
Jaramillo from Robert E.
Lee High School; Jennifer
Wade, Baytown Junior, for-
merly from De Zavala Ele-
mentary, and her student
Sarah Hix from RSS and
Michael Walters, RSS, and
his student Joseph McRae.

Terry concluded the pro-
gram, thanking Sandra Bell,
vice president of marketing
and events, and her commit-
tee for their work on the
event. Sponsors for the Stu-
dents Choice Awards Ban-
quet were Andrews Kurth,
LLP; Aramark; Awards and
Engraving; Beehive Florist;
Hutchinson, Shockey, Erley
and Co.; Texas Roadhouse
and Royal Purple Raceway
Park.

Goose Creek CISD Education Foundation Students Choice Awards
honorees are teachers (back, from left) Eleska Aubespin, Clark
Haney, Reuben Chance, Levi Duncan and Keith Brown and their
students (front, from left) Chris Rodriguez, Annalie Perez, D’Ozlynn
Ortuno, Zoey Henderson and Brandon Galvan.

Teachers honored at the Goose Creek CISD Education Foundation
Students Choice Awards Banquet are (back, from left) Chase
Kruger, Tracy Haywood, Arlene Hastings-Hill, Larissa Newport and
John Membreno along with their students (front, from left)
Gerardo Horta, Sha’mariah Washington, Alyson Dalcour, Krista
Motley and Edwin Figueroa.

Photos by Mima Trujillo
Honorees at the Students Choice Awards Banquet, hosted by the
Goose Creek CISD Education Foundation, are teachers (back, from
left) Lauren Siple, Michael Walters, Joy Powers, Jennifer Wade and
Janie Rivera with their students (front, from left) Victoria Jaramillo,
Joseph McRae, Alejandra Gonzalez and Sarah Hix. Not pictured is
Angelica Duran.
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2017 SILVERADO��stk# HG377119, MSRP 54640.00,$11,000 OFF $51,227 SALE PRICE-1000
REBATE-$2000 TX EDITION DISC,-$1000 INCREMENTAL -$500� BONUS CASH -$3000
TAG (MUST FINANCE W GMF WAF) GM Supplier to all $43,627 ��PLUS TTL - 20% OFF
TAGS ON 2017 MALIBU�MSRP 24100.00 $19280 SALE PRICE stk# HF186253, 2017
CORVETTE #H5600499,  $9000 OFF MSRP $89,325 SALE PRICE $80,325.00�� 10% OFF. All
offers are plus T.T.&L. See dealer for complete details. Vehicles appearing are for representational
purposes, actual model may appear differently. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BEFORE MAY 29.

Between Beaumont Hwy.
& US 90 @ FM 2100

(281) 328-4377
TurnerChevroletCrosby.com
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

(NAPSI)—As a
successful business-
man and negotiator,
President Trump ran
much of his campaign
on promises of updat-
ing established inter-
national trade
agreements to benefit
American businesses
and their workforces.
Needless to say, he has
taken on a challenge
that many of his
predecessors, with
their focus on diplo-
matic relations, were
unable to achieve.
Time will show wheth-
er this 45th president
will be able to fulfill
this challenge, but
many American busi-
nesses are relying on
him to not only im-
prove their freedom to
trade internationally
but to protect their
assets from loopholes
that continue to hurt
their business.

Omissions and
oversights in interna-
tional agreements can
cost millions of dollars
and American jobs.

One particular
example of what many
consider an unfair
trade agreement is the
Australia-United
States Free Trade
Agreement (AUSFTA),
which lets Australia
claim it does not have
to resolve any invest-
ment disputes with
U.S. companies in a
neutral forum. This is
counter to the majority
of the 30 trade agree-
ments between Austra-
liaand other nations
that do contain inves-
tor-state dispute
settlement provisions.
The only countries that
don’t have a specific
procedure for investor-
state arbitration are
Japan and the United
States.

One Firm’s Story
Closing this loophole

would offer a heavy
financial respite for
business executives
such as John Campion,
CEO of APR Energy, a
privately owned
company that provides
emergency electricity
to industries and
countries around the
world.

In late 2013, APR
leased $70 million
worth of generators
and other facilities to
the Forge Group Power
Pty Ltd, an Australian
company that had
contracted with Hori-
zon Power, a state-
owned public utility in
Western Australia. The
project was designed to

address a severe power
shortage in that state.

In February 2014,
the Forge Group was
placed under voluntary
administration liquida-
tion and all assets were
seized by receivers
appointed by their
largest creditor, the
Australia and New
Zealand Banking
Group Ltd. These
assets included the
leased property belong-
ing to APR. The receiv-
ers claimed title to
APR’s property based
on Australia’s Personal
Property Securities Act
of 2009, under which
all leased personal
property becomes
“owned” by the bank-
rupt company’s estate
to the exclusion of the
lessor if the lessor does
not file a registration
statement. The legal
claim prevented APR
from using its own
facility to produce
electricity and caused
significant financial
injury to APR. This
injury includes signifi-
cant amounts of money
simply to buy back the
facility to use it, tens of
millions of dollars of
revenue, a substantial
loss of value to the
company, and layoffs.
Moreover, the total
economic loss from this
specific action exceeds
$260 million for APR.

The recourse APR
currently has for this
financial loss is uncer-
tain because Australia
has rejected APR’s
demands to submit the
dispute to arbitration.

As this suggests, the
lack of a defined
procedure under the
AUSFTA appears to be
prejudicial to U.S.
companies and banks.

What Can Be Done
It is hoped by many

American businesses
and financial institu-
tions that the recent
meeting between
President Trump and
the Australian Prime
Minister Malcolm
Turnbull will mean the
start of a renegotiation
of what may look like a
minor detail in a large
trade agreement but
that has the potential
to cost company’s
revenue and American
workers their jobs.

Many people are
asking their legislators
what they think of this
issue. Senators can be
reached at
www.senate.gov and
members of the House
at www.house.gov.

When Free Trade
Agreements are
not so free

AUSTIN — With a mere
two weeks remaining un-
til the end of the 85th reg-
ular session of the Texas
Legislature, lawmakers
have not yet finalized a
state budget for fiscal
years 2018 and 2019.

The Legislature’s 150
House members and 31
Senate members can work
around the clock, if need
be. Their only absolutely
required accomplishment
in the 140-day-long session
is to produce that budget
and put it on the gover-
nor’s desk. If they don’t,
the governor will call them
back for a special session.

House floor debates,
protracted by Republican
intra-party bickering, ate
up the clock last week.
Sheaves of mostly noncon-
troversial local and con-
sent bills accumulated and
died as deadlines took ef-
fect, and chances were re-
duced for hundreds of
other bills to earn a spot on
a floor-debate calendar.

Despite the atmosphere
in the House, the body ten-
tatively passed House Bill
39, the Child and Family
Protective Services and
Health and Human Servic-
es reform bill authored by
Gene Wu, D-Houston; Ri-
chard Raymond, D-Laredo;
Sarah Davis, R-Houston;
Toni  Rose ,  D-Dal las ;
James White, R-Hillister;
and coauthored by Jason
Isaac, R-Dripping Springs;
and Ina Minjarez and To-
mas Uresti, both D-San
Antonio. The bipartisan
bill seeks to support the
existing child protective
services system by creat-
ing programs and proce-
dures that respond to
service gaps, provide re-
sources for parties in-
volved in child welfare and
the foster care system, and
establish a more efficient
case management system.
HB 39 still must gain Sen-
ate approval before ad-
vancing to the governor’s
desk.

“After more than a year
of work, we were able to ac-

Legislature grinds toward
May 29 close with much
still to accomplish

complish something that
includes input from nu-
merous child welfare sys-
tem stakeholders and
experts, along with propos-
als from both sides of the
aisle,” Rep. Wu said. “We
worked together to keep
our word and came up with
comprehensive legislation
to make the necessary re-
forms we so desperately
need. I am confident that
these reforms will change
the lives of vulnerable chil-
dren and families in Tex-
as and I look forward to
working with the Senate to
make these comprehensive
reforms state law.”

Sandra Bland Act
OK’d

Meanwhile, at the East
end of the Capitol building,
the Senate unanimously
approved SB 1849, the
Sandra Bland Act.

S a n d r a  B l a n d  w a s
found dead in a Waller
County jail cell in July
2015, three days after a
state trooper arrested her
in a traffic stop. In Septem-
ber 2016, Bland’s family
was awarded $1.8 million
from Waller County and
$100,000 from the Texas
Department of Public Safe-
ty, defendants in a wrong-
ful-death lawsuit.

The bill, authored by

John Whitmire, D-Hous-
ton, dean of the Senate
and chair of the Senate
Criminal Justice Commit-
tee, would require train-
ing for jail officers to teach
them to recognize signs of
mental illness in newly in-
carcerated individuals
and take appropriate ac-
tion, such as notifying a
judge in a timely fashion.
The bill also would require
county jails to install sur-
veillance cameras, if fund-
ing allows. On May 11, the
bill moved to the House for
consideration.

AG files preemptive
suit

Texas Attorney Gener-
al Ken Paxton on May 8
filed a lawsuit asking the
U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Texas
to uphold Senate Bill 4,
legislation finally passed
on May 4 and signed into
law by Gov. Greg Abbott
on May 7.

SB 4, which takes effect
Sept. 1, bans sanctuary
cities in Texas and re-
quires all governments
throughout the state to
comply with immigration
law and detainer requests.
The law is expected to trig-
ger lawsuits challenging
its constitutionality.

“Texas possesses an in-
dependent sovereign re-
sponsibility to protect the
health, welfare and safety
of its residents,” Paxton
wrote, explaining why he
filed the lawsuit. “Texas,
cognizant of this duty, re-
cently enacted SB 4 to set
a statewide policy of coop-
eration with federal immi-
gration authorities,” he
added.

Sales tax checks
increase

S t a t e  C o m p t r o l l e r
Glenn Hegar on May 10
announced  h is  o f f i ce
would send cities, coun-
ties, transit systems and
special purpose taxing dis-
tricts $787.8 million in lo-
cal sales tax allocations for
May, an amount 2.6 per-
cent more than in May
2016.

These allocations are
based on sales made in
March by businesses that
report tax monthly and
sales made in January,
February and March by
quarterly filers.

 The cities of Irving,
Round Rock, Dallas, San
Antonio and Odessa saw
noticeable increases in
sales tax allocations and
the cities of McAllen and
Sugar Land saw notice-
able decreases, Hegar
said.

Slide into
safety: Tips
for a fun,
safe season

(NAPSI)—While the
warmer months and
longer days are often a
time for outdoor fun
and more physical
activity—camping,
boating, swimming,
biking and the like—
they can also mean an
increased potential for
injuries. Playground
falls, lawn mower
accidents, campfire and
fire pit burns are
common childhood
injuries—but they don’t
have to happen to your
family.

These tips from
Shriners Hospitals for
Children can help.

Go Outside and
Play

Outdoor play pro-
vides physical and
mental health benefits,
including opportunities
for exercise, creative
expression, stress
reduction and access to
a natural source of
vitamin D—sunlight.
Before sending kids out
to play, however, make
sure they’re wearing
shoes to protect from
cuts, scrapes and
splinters, and sun-
screen to protect
against sunburns and
harmful ultraviolet
rays.

Playground 101
• Teach children that

pushing and shoving on
the playground can
result in accidents and
injuries.

• Remind kids to go
down the slide one at a
time and to wait until
the slide is completely
clear before taking
their turn. Teach them
to always sit facing
forward with their legs
straight in front of
them and to never slide
down headfirst.

• Remind children to
swing sitting down, to
wait until the swing
stops before getting off
and to be careful when
walking in front of
moving swings.

Make a Safe Splash
• Instruct children to

never swim alone or go
near water without an
adult present.

• Always jump in feet
first to check the depth
before diving into any
body of water.

• Never dive in the
shallow end of the pool
or into aboveground
pools.

Fun on the Water
• Have children wear

a Coast Guard–ap-
proved, properly fitted
life jacket while on a
boat or when partici-
pating in water sports.

• Educate yourself.
According to the U.S.
Coast Guard, 86 per-
cent of boating accident
deaths involve boaters
who have not completed
a safety course.

• Check water
conditions and forecasts
before going out on the
water.

Fire Safety
Simplified

• Teach kids to never
play with matches,
gasoline, lighter fluid or
lighters. Make a habit
of placing these items
out of the reach of
young children.

• Do not leave
children unattended
near grills, campfires,
fire pits or bonfires.

• Leave fireworks to
the professionals.

Learn More
To see other tips, find

activity pages and learn
how to become a “Su-
perhero of Summer
Safety,” visit
www.shriners
hospitalsforchildren.org/
safesummer.
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LIFESTYLE

Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS
P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX

281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565, Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m.-1p.m.

KWIK KAR OIL & LUBE

Operated By Chris & Jennifer
Arnold

11525 Eagle Drive
281-385-LUBE (5823)

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive    281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ROOF LEAKING

1-844-938-7663
All Roof Types Repairs

Call Mr. Roofer

1-844-WET ROOF

281-452-0000

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

Whoever believes in me, as
Scripture has said, rivers of
living water will flow from

within them.
John 7:38

St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church

13125 INDIANAPOLIS ST., HOUSTON, 77015

sttimsinhouston.com 713-451-2909

All Invited to Worship with Us

SUNDAY    Holy Eucharist Rite II     9:00 am
SUNDAY                    Coffee Hour     10:00 am
Spanish Service/Holy Eucharist        11:00 am

Our Certified Learning Specialists:
Laura Kovalcik and Sandra Tilton.

Our Diagnostic Team:
Dr.Wren Bump, Dr. Lillian McEnery and

Dr. Joan Ickes

• Affordable Learning
• Solutions For All Ages

• Reliable, Valid Evaluation
• Personalized Curriculum

Is learning difficult for you?
Do you need GED content/skills tutoring?

Limited Time Offer!
All professional assessments

Plus, a learning session
$349.00 total value

ONLY $50

Alice Johnson Junior High LOTC cadets visited the National Hot Rod Association (NHRA) Youth and
Education Services (YES) Program presented by the U.S. Army at the Royal Purple Raceway in Baytown.
This is a free program that focuses on the importance of goals and continued education. In addition,
it allows students to learn about and explore various career opportunities. The NHRA Youth and
Education Services Department was founded in 1989 and is the only full-time education program in
motorsports that provides quality programs and activities for schools and youth organizations
nationwide. The Alice Johnson students enjoyed thought provoking presentations from business,
racing, and educational professionals, interactive vendors, a free U.S. Army backpack, and race
ticket.  They are pictured with the U.S. Army's NHRA champion driver, Tony "The Sarge" Schumacher
who also made a presentation at the event.

Alice Johnson cadets
participate in NHRA program

PASADENA, Texas –
Cynthia Cisneros, ABC13’s
vice president of Commu-
nity Affairs, recently visit-
ed San Jacinto College to
give students tips to suc-
cess and discuss the impor-
tance of academic and soft
skills.

 Approximately 100 stu-
dents, faculty and staff
members were in atten-
dance from the areas of
college prep and the Wom-
en of Integrity and Men of

Cynthia Cisneros from ABC13 lends
advice to San Jacinto College students

Cynthia Cisneros

San Jacinto College students at ACB 13.

Honor programs. The event concluded with a Q&A ses-
sion.

 As a follow-up to her visit, Cisneros treated the Wom-
en of Integrity and Men of Honor students to a tour of
the ABC13 studio, where they were greeted by some fa-
miliar faces from the ABC13 news team.

New STEM Program,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

application and were
drawn from a lottery to be
accepted. The school dis-
trict plans on adding one
more grade level a year to
complete the middle
school academy and
progress into the high
school academy in the fu-
ture.

Students in this STEM
academy will be given a
challenging schedule next
year that focuses on
Project Based Learning in
all of its core classes as
well as an AVID (Advance-
ment Via Individual De-

termination) class, a STEM
Lab class, and two other
elective classes that they
choose. This challenging,
yet supportive schedule is
designed to not only pre-
pare the students by sup-
porting them with college
readiness standards daily,
but it will allow them to
learn through experiences
with hands-on projects,
field trips, STEM career
guest speakers and after
school STEM activities.

Another focus of this
program is on teaching the
“soft skills” such as commu-

nication, teamwork, prob-
lem-solving, critical think-
ing and creativity that are
required for success in the
modern workforce. A
STEM committee was or-
ganized a year ago to be-
gin making site visits to
successful STEM pro-
grams around the state to
ask questions and conduct
research to make sure the
program starts small and
grows into a successful
program for the entire dis-
trict. This STEM commit-
tee was made up of district

administrators, curricu-
lum personnel, personnel
from San Jac College and
business partners that are
invested in the success of
this program and truly un-
derstand the opportunities
that it offers for the stu-
dents of Sheldon ISD.

The ultimate goal is to
offer a quality STEM pro-
gram K-12 in the district
within the next 3-5 years
to be a model for others
who want to start a pro-
gram and so that students
will be ready to enter the
“future workforce” pre-
pared for success.

According to the Bureau
of Labor Statistics, careers
in STEM fields are the
fastest growing and high-
est paying positions in the
21st century global econo-
my and account for over
10% of all jobs in the Unit-
ed States.

The decision to start
small with a cohort group
of 120 students in the 7th
grade next school  year is
part of the 5-year plan for
STEM. Sheldon ISD is
opening a brand new high
school in the fall of 2019
and they would like to
have an approved blue-
print for a T-STEM desig-
nated Academy in place
that will allow students an
opportunity to be on a
STEM career path. This
path will lead the students
to take courses that will
prepare them for careers in
the fields of Computer Sci-
ence, Engineering, Medi-
cal, and more.

One of the most impor-
tant tasks to implement
this STEM academy was to
hire the right teachers. Af-
ter many interviews they
have chosen the 10 educa-

tors that they believe are
perfect to lead this endeav-
or and provide the leader-
ship and guidance the
students need to be suc-
cessful.

The first order of busi-
ness is to provide quality
project based learning pro-
fessional development for
these teachers from the
University of Texas-Tyler
in June, and then follow it
up with the summer
STEM camp for the acade-
my students from July 31-
August 3. This camp is
where students will begin
to transition from learning
in a traditional learning
environment to one that
challenges them to work
within groups to communi-
cate and collaborate to
solve problems.
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ASK THE EXPERT

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Connections in Texas Business Directory

“Our Passion Is Your BUSINESS”

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Friday Brume
Realtor

779 Normandy Street
Houston, TX. 77015

Office: 713-451-1733
Cell: 281-639-5213
Fax: 713-451-0467

E-mail:
fridayremax2006@yahoo.com

281-452-7663
Residential AND Commercial

Roofing AND Repairs
Free Estimates

floydroofinghouston.com

(VISA • MASTERCARD • AX)

Pass The Butter ...
Please.

Margarine was origi-
nally manufactured to
fatten turkeys. When it
killed the turkeys, the
people who had put all
the money into the re-
search wanted a payback
so they put their heads to-
gether to figure out what
to do with this product to
get their money back.

It was a white sub-
stance with no food ap-
peal so they added the
yellow colouring and sold
it to people to use in place
of butter. How do you like
it? They have come out
with some clever new fla-
vourings....

DO YOU KNOW.. The
difference between mar-
garine and butter?

Read on to the
end...gets very interest-
ing!

Both have the same
amount of calories.

Butter is slightly high-
er in saturated fats at 8
grams; compared to 5
grams for margarine.

Eating margarine can
increase heart disease in
women by 53% over eat-
ing the same amount of
butter, according to a re-
cent Harvard Medical
Study.

Eating butter increas-
es the absorption of many
other nutrients in other
foods.

Butter has many nutri-
tional benefits where
margarine has a few and
only because they are
added!

Butter tastes much
better than margarine
and it can enhance the
flavours of other foods.

Butter has been
around for centuries
where margarine has
been around for less than
100 years .

And now, for
Margarine..

Very High in Trans fat-
ty acids.

Triples risk of coronary
heart disease ...

Increases total choles-
terol and LDL (this is the
bad cholesterol) and low-

Diamond Jim: "Have you ever read
an article entitled ‘Pass the Butter’?"

ers HDL cholesterol, (the
good cholesterol)

Increases the risk of
cancers up to five times..

Lowers quality of
breast milk

Decreases immune re-
sponse.

Decreases insulin re-
sponse.

And here's the most
disturbing fact... HERE
IS THE PART THAT IS
VERY INTERESTING!

Margarine is but ONE
MOLECULE away from
being PLASTIC... and
shares 27 ingredients
with PAINT.

These facts alone were
enough to have me avoid-
ing margarine for life
and anything else that is
hydrogenated (this
means hydrogen is add-
ed, changing the molec-
ular structure of the
substance).

Open a tub of marga-
rine and leave it open in
your garage or shaded
area. Within a couple of
days you will notice a
couple of things:

 * no flies, not even
those pesky fruit flies
will go near it (that
should tell you some-
thing)

* it does not rot or smell
differently because it has
no nutritional value ;
nothing will grow on it.
Even those teeny weeny
microorganisms will not a
find a home to grow.

Why? Because it is
nearly plastic . Would you
melt your Tupperware
and spread that on your
toast?

Share This With Your
Friends.....(If you want to
butter them up')!

Chinese Proverb:
When someone shares

something of value with
you and you benefit from
it, you have a moral obli-
gation to share it with
others. And so, my friends,
I have shared.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious
metals, and other
questions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim is a
diamond dealer and
precious metals broker of
NTR Metals.  See more
at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

lease agreement for six ve-
hicles for the police depart-
ment with a total cost of
$212,143.35 with an annu-
al payment of $57,134.23.

The Commissioners
unanimously approved the
memorandum of under-
standing between the city
and Dr. Tiffany Osborn, UT
Department of Emergency
Medicine and Division of
Emergency Medical Ser-
vices for Medical Director
and Medical direction.

The Commissioners
unanimously approved
Jahbari Raggette as a vol-
unteer firefighter and
Nicholas Meekins as a part
time fire fighter.

The Commissioners
unanimously approved
part time summer employ-
ment of the following
twenty-seven individuals:
Julio Bizarro, Jr., Galilea
Ibarra, Maria Espinosa,
Natalia Vasquez, Mauricio
Martinez, Arturo Gonza-
les, April Chavez, Jose L.
Sanchez, Maria E. Sorto,
Teresa Guzman, Vincente
Cuellar, Esmeralda Mar-
tinez, Omar Humphries,
Shelby Rundle, Eduardo
Sanchez, Adrian Guzman,
Ariel Ibarra, Trystan
Puente, Rocio Chavez, Al-
berto Rodriguez, Cindy
Flores, Zuriel Espinosa,
Jr., Jeffery McCue, Marise-
la Martinez, Isaac Torres,
Stephanie Espinosa,
Aaron Rodriguez.

The public was given
information as to what will
be needed before the Eve-
lyn Churchill Community
Center can be reopened.
The community center lo-
cated in Galena Manor has
been closed for nine
months; citizens have been
coming for months to the
council meetings in large
numbers requesting infor-
mation about its reopen-
ing.

They’ve said the city
hasn’t told them why it was
closed or what are the
plans to reopen it.

City Attorney Robert
Collins however says that’s
not true, he and others in-
cluding a mold expert have
explained to them that the
center has dangerous mold
in it. Collins says only un-
til a thorough inspection is
made to determine the ex-
tent as to where the mold
is located can a cost be de-
termined and a time to
eliminate it can be made.
Collins said it’s going to be
a significant cost and
there’s nothing in this
year’s budget to do the
needed work.

Kevin Marler of MC
Consultants from Califor-
nia, considered an expert in
determining costs associat-
ed with mold remediation,
provided photos from a pre-
liminary inspection of the
center. The photos showed
mold, termites and loca-
tions where rain and mois-
ture are entering the facil-
ity. Collins said the city is
looking at three separate
phases to get the center
opened again.

Phase one will cost about
$65,000 for an extensive
inspection to determine the
actual cost for reopening
the center. Interior walls
must be removed and spe-
cial moisture meters used
to determine how much of
the interior structure has
to be taken out and re-
placed with new materials.
Rain water is entering from
the roof and along the out-
side at ground level.

A roofing contractor in-
spected the roof and found
signs of hail damage as a
cause for some of the rain
water to enter. The city is
filing a claim with the Tex-
as Municipal League where
the city is in a risk pool

Galena Park Council Meeting,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

with other Texas cities for
claims for property dam-
age. This can take 3 or 4
weeks to get a decision on
the city’s claim.

ation center was hogwash. We know that
there is damage and we are asking to get
it fixed.”

Patricia Joseph:  “From this meet-
ing tonight, that information we have
gotten from the gentleman should have
been giving to us months ago, this is all
we wanted to know why the building is
taking so long.  We want to be respected
as taxpaying citizens and I want to thank
you for bringing this information for-
ward. Now let’s expedite this either fix it
or do something. For we feel this is a his-
torical staple in our community.”

Hector Torres: “This lady (Moya) has
been here two years and this lady has
done more than the last three mayors we
have had here. This lady has done some-
thing in one year that the last 3 mayors
have done. All this arguing about some
community building, I didn’t see anyone
complaining about it to the last three
mayors.”

Paul Winfield said: “I want to thank

first the chief of police for telling us how
we are being censored on what we can or
cannot say. But then when a councilman
uses words like racist, he doesn’t run over
there and censor him, but he wants to cen-
sor the citizens of Galena Park. Also I want
to thank Mr. Robert Collins. Oh I’m so
thankful he said hogwash, like it’s noth-
ing. I’m glad it was in print. I’m glad he
said there is $2.25 million to fix the build-
ing, now fix it.”

NOTE: Collins actually said a quarter
of a million dollars ($250,000) but the ar-
ticle’s writer, Allan Jamail,  incorrectly
wrote $2.25 million dollars.

“If the council knew how to run the city
they would have gotten this report first be-
fore doing anything. We came to you and
told you that there were problems with the
building and then you shut us out. You keep
treating us this way and we will continue
to say and do what we are doing. I’m so
thankful all this is getting in the pa-
per.”

Comments from Galena Park
Citizens,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Channelview HS
graduation set
for May 27

Graduation ceremonies for
Channelview High School will
be held at 7 p.m., Saturday,
May 27 at the M.O. Campbell
Center, 1865 Aldine Bender
Road in Houston.

The graduation will be vid-
eo streamed live on the Web
by Aldine ISD. For those who
would like to view the video of
this year's graduation, log on to
the Aldine ISD website at
www.aldineisd.org, go to the
Community link at the top of
the home page, then click on
the Graduation Video Feeds
link.

For more information, con-
tact the high school at 281-452-
1450.

Galena Park -
Jacinto City CIP
meeting

Thursday, June 1, 2017.
Tour of US Coast Guard Station
at Ellington Field with USCG ex-
plaining its mission. Plus review
of what Customs and Border
Patrol does

•5:00 p.m. –  van leaves
Alvin Baggett Recreation Build-
ing.  The first 14 people who
sign up now may ride Jacinto
City van. Otherwise, leave from
home/work and drive self or
carpool with friends. To sign up
call 281-326-5253.

CHANNEL
CHATTER
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD wil l  reach up to 120,000
readers in our FOUR newspapers, with
a combined circulation of 40,000
copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20

Call 281-328-9605

BOATS FOR SALE BOATS FOR SALE BOATS FOR SALE BOATS FOR SALE

PEARSON 23’ DAYSAILER
SPRINGTIME MEANS A GOOD TIME TO

SAIL, AND GET A BARGAIN ON A SAILBOAT.
THIS BOAT WILL TAKE YOU ON THE WA-

TER, WITH NEW 6 HP TOHATSU OUT-

BOARD. HAVE FUN FOR $4500 OBO. CALL
713-977-2555 OR 713-252-8000. CAN BE

SEEN ON CLEAR LAKE.

GARAGE SALE

ANTIQUES,
collectibles, furniture,
clothing, patio furni-
ture, Name Brand
items. May 19, 9 am
- 6 pm; May 20, 9 am
- 1 pm, 6222 Miller
Wilson in Crosby.

               20-1

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

SAN JACINTO
River Authority is seeking a Heavy Equipment
Operator 3 to operate trucks and other heavy
equipment in the Highlands, TX Division. High
school diploma plus 5 years exp. req. CDL with
insurable driving record is req. To apply online
please visit: http://www.sjra.net/about/careers.

                     19-2

Commercial
Printing

We specialize in
4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers
We print newspapers, too.

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555

HELP WANTED

TRANSIENT
workers room for
rent. All Bills included.
Highlands area. Also
have 1 RV available.
Rooms starting at
$595/mo.
Call 281-843-2626.

               20-1

RENT/LEASE

TRAVEL
Trailer for rent. Full
size bed, very clean,
located on 5 acres,
Kenefick, TX. 6 miles
from Dayton. Prefer 1
person only, no chil-
dren, small dog only.
$375 /mo + $150 de-
posit. Pay own light.
Call Patricia
281-862-0491.

               20-2

APPLIANCES

WASHERS &
DRYERS

FOR SALE
Washers $95
Dryers $95

GUARANTEED
 713-781-6071

47-4

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Classified ADS
281-328-9605

Harris County Water Control and Improvement District No. 21

Notice of Adoption of Ordinance

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of Harris County Water Control and Improvement
District No. 21 at a meeting held on May 1, 2017, passed and approved an Ordinance regulating certain
plumbing work within the boundaries of Harris County Water Control and Improvement District No. 21,
and outside of said District if such work be connected to either the District’s water or sewage systems;
providing for the issuance of permits and a method of establishing certain fees; providing for the
enforcement of this Ordinance; providing penalties for violations of this Ordinance and providing a
severability clause.  A copy of this Ordinance is on file at the principal office of the District, 15808
Avenue C, Channelview, TX  77530 where it may be read in full.

/s/R.L. McRae
President, Board of Directors

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL
NOTICES
APPEAR IN
THE
HIGHLANDS
STAR CROSBY
COURIER,
AND THE
NORTH
CHANNEL
STAR. CALL
281-328-
9605 FOR
MORE INFO.
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Congratulations to all the Exhibitors at the GALENA PARK FFA Livestock Show
We are pleased to support the Youth in their endeavors.

NORTH SHORE ROTARY CLUB
Tickets now available for our Catfish Fry & Crawfish Boil & Raffle

Saturday, May 20, 2017  North Shore Rotary Pavilion
14350 Wallisville Road

Congratulations to the GALENA PARK FFA
Exhibitors

GP ISD FFA Livestock Show 2016
2000 HOLLAND AVE., GALENA PARK, TEXAS

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2016

GRAND CHAMPION SWINE
Exhibitor: MONICA VAZQUEZ
Buyer: UNITED COMMUNITY CU, $3466

GRAND CHAMPION GOAT
Exhibitor: EMILY PEREZ
Buyer: PBK ARCHITECTS, $2300

GRAND CHAMPION STEER
Exhibitor: VALERIE MOYA
Buyer: GPISD MS & HS PRINCIPALS, $7400

G R A N DG R A N D
C H A M P I O N SC H A M P I O N S

GRAND CHAMPION BROILER
Exhibitor: VALERIE MOYA
Buyer: NORTH SHORE ROTARY, $700

GRAND CHAMPION PHOTOGRAPHY
Exhibitor: SARAH FAUGHTENBERY
Buyer: MS & HS PRINCIPALS, $600

GRAND CHAMPION LAMB
Exhibitor: EMILY PEREZ
Buyer: RICE & GARDNER, $1900

GRAND CHAMPION RABBIT
Exhibitor: JESSICA DIAZ
Buyer: DEPT OF ED SERVICES, $1150

RESERVE CHAMPION
HORTICULTURE
Exhibitor: JESSICA DIAZ
Buyer: GALENA PARK ELEM
PRINCIPALS, $400

RESERVE CHAMPION ART
Exhibitor: FRANCOIS EUGENE
Buyer: GPISD MS & HS
PRINCIPALS, $475

GRAND CHAMPION ART
Exhibitor: JOSUE ARTEAGA
Buyer: SAVANNAH LATHAM,
$300

RESERVE CHAMPION
PHOTOGRAPHY
Exhibitor: ROCIO REQUENZ
Buyer: GPISD MS & HS
PRINCIPALS, $325

GRAND CHAMPION
HORTICULTURE
Exhibitor: KAYLYN GUILLORY
Buyer: DEPT OF ED SERVICES,
$500
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CONGRATULATIONS
Galena Park
FFA Exhibitors

JUDGE JOE STEPHENS
Justice of the Peace
Precinct 3, Position 1

14350 Wallisville Road, Houston, TX 77049

Congratulations
Galena Park FFA Winners!

15021 Bohemian-Hall Road, Crosby, Texas 77532

GP ISD FFA Livestock Show 2016
2000 HOLLAND AVE., GALENA PARK, TEXAS

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2016

RESERVE CHAMPION SWINE
Exhibitor: AMARIS MOYA
Buyer: PENNZOIL-QUAKER STATE, $2000

RESERVE CHAMPION GOAT
Exhibitor: ALEXA MOYA
Buyer: GPISD MS & HS PRINCIPALS, $1500

RESERVE CHAMPION STEER
Exhibitor: ADRIAN LUNA
Buyer: NORTH SHORE ROTARY, $5000

RESERVE CHAMPION BROILER
Exhibitor: FAITH BRITTON
Buyer: GPISD MS & HS PRINCIPALS, $1200

RESERVE CHAMPION PHOTOGRAPHY
Exhibitor: ROCIO REQUENA
Buyer: GPISD MS & HS PRINCIPALS, $325

RESERVE CHAMPION LAMB
Exhibitor: REBECCA GONZALEZ
Buyer: GPISD OPERATIONS, $1900

RESERVE CHAMPION RABBIT
Exhibitor: CASEY WENNER
Buyer: GP ELEM PRINCIPALS, $2300

R E S E R V ER E S E R V E
C H A M P I O N SC H A M P I O N S

6TH PLACE SWINE
Exhibitor: ZURIEL ESPINOSA
Buyer: GP ELEM PRINCIPALS,
$2300

5TH PLACE SWINE
Exhibitor: REBECA GONZALEZ
Buyer: BROOKS CONC/NORTH
SHORE ROTARY, $1900

3RD PLACE BROILER
Exhibitor: JOSUE ARTEAGA
Buyer: GPISD MS & HS
PRINCIPALS, $900

4TH PLACE GOAT
Exhibitor: JESSICA DIAZ
Buyer: GP ED. FOUNDATION,
$1700

3RD PLACE GOAT
Exhibitor: RAUL GONZALEZ
Buyer: GP ELEM PRINCIPALS,
$1500

3RD PLACE LAMB
Exhibitor: KAYLYN GUILLORY
Buyer: GPISD SCHOOL
BOARD, $1600

3RD PLACE SWINE
Exhibitor: KAITLYN MCMILLIAN
Buyer: PENNZOIL-QUAKER
STATE, $2000
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COMMUNITY NEWS

COMMUNITY EVENTS

NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR
5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057

(713) 977-2555 FAX (713) 977-1188
email: northchannelstar@gmail.com
website: www.northchannelstar.com
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East Houston Democrats monthly
meeting

East Houston Democrats will hold their monthly membership
meeting on Thursday, May 18 at 6:30 p.m.  Our special guest speak-
er this month will be Harris County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez. Our club
has a new meeting location of the Milton Lusk Youth Activity Cen-
ter which is located at 1022 Mercury Drive, Jacinto City, TX 77029.

Membership is open to any Democrats in our community who
are interested in uniting to educate others on the importance of
not only voting but of being engaged in politics.  Membership
dues are $40 for a household, $30 for an individual and $20 for a
currently enrolled student.

Should you have any questions, please contact Charlotte Jack-
son at 832-896-1633.

North Shore Rotary's Annual Fish Fry
Fundraiser

Saturday May 20th. Meal Tickets: $10 | Serving Time: 11 AM -
3 PM . Raffle Tickets (20 Prizes in Raffle Drawing): $100 | Includes
2 Meals. You can get tickets from any rotarian or at the Chamber
Office. Please contact Margie Buentello at
margie@ncachamber.com for more information.

Fidelity HS Historical Committee
The Fidelity High School Historical Committee is hosting a Zy-

deco and Crawfish Festival on May 20th from 2:00 pm until 6:00
pm.  The festival will take place at the Evelyn Churchill Center,
1505 Hunter Street in Galena Manor. All Fidelity graduates, non-
graduates and their families are encouraged to attend.

For additional details call (832-444-1622) or  (832-755-6294).

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School at Old River Terrace UMC in Channel-

view. Information as follows:
VBS Hero Central: Discover Your Strength in God
June 21-23 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
16102 East Freeway, Channelview, TX 77530
Ages/Edades : Pre-Kinder - 5th Grade.
Register at/Registrate en: 2017.CokesburyVBS.com
Or call: 281-452-2861

Evening San Jacinto Pilot Club
Meeting

This newly chartered club meets on on the 1st Tuesday of
each month at 7 pm at the Woodforest Presbyterian Church.  For
more information, see the Facebook page entitled Evening San
Jacinto Pilot Club or call 832-264-1565 / 832-289-4762.

Galena Park Senior Dance
 Senior Dance is every Monday at the Alvin D. Building,

1302  Keene St., Galena Park. 7 pm - 9 pm. No cover charge.
Live band Country music. Call for more information: 713-
455-7335.

North Shore Senior Dance
 North Shore Seniors holds a dance every Thursday from

1 - 4 pm at the Grayson/Baldree Building, Corpus Christi
street. Live bands and refreshments. Cost is $ 5/per person.
For more information call 713-455-3660.

The Buckshot Jamboree
Enjoy Classic Country music every Saturday night from 7

pm - 10 pm with The Buckshot Jamboree at 7414 Hartman
near Old Beaumont Highway. More info,  call 281-458-0729
or 832-444-5000.

San Jacinto Pilot Club meeting
The Club meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at Ly-

ondellBasell on Sheldon Road at noon. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.SanJacintoPilot.com.

•SE HABLA ESPAñOL

AUSTIN, May 2, 2017
– This month marks the
15th anniversary of the
“Click It or Ticket” cam-
paign urging Texans to
buckle up. The National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA)
estimates that since its
inception 15 years ago,
our life-saving campaign
has resulted in 5,068 few-
er traffic fatalities. How-
ever, from 2015 to 2016,
deaths among people not
wearing seat belts in-
creased 9 percent.

“Wearing a seat belt is
the single most important
step you can take to pro-
tect yourself in a crash,
and in Texas it’s the law,”
said Texas Department of
Transportation Executive
Director  James Bass.
“People make a lot of ex-
cuses for not buckling up,

Click it or Ticket campaign
saves more than 5,000 lives

but those excuses will not
save your life or prevent
you from getting a ticket.
The fact is, it only takes
a few seconds to buckle up
and it could mean the dif-
ference between life and
death.”

According to NHTSA,
since its inception 15
years  ago ,  the  Texas
“Click It or Ticket” cam-
paign has not only saved
thousands of lives but
also prevented more than
86,000 serious injuries
and saved Texas more
than $19.3 billion in re-
lated economic  costs .
When the “Click It or
T i c k e t ”  c a m p a i g n
launched in 2002, only 76
percent of Texans used
their seat belts. Today,
nearly 92 percent buckle
up, but 8 percent still
don’t and the number of

people who don’t buckle
up doubles to 16 percent
at night.

In 2016, 994 people
died because they weren’t
wearing seat belts – an
increase of 9 percent over
the 908 unbelted fatali-
ties recorded in 2015.

Wearing a seat belt
helps  keep occupants
from being ejected in a
crash and increases the
chances of surviving by 45
percent in a car, and up
to 60 percent in a truck.
In Texas, the law requires
everyone in a vehicle to
buckle up or face fines
and court costs up to
$200. Children younger
than 8 years must be in a
child safety seat or boost-
er seat unless they’re tall-
er than 4 feet 9 inches. If
they aren’t properly re-
strained, the driver faces

(HOUSTON, TX) - The
FBI Violent Crime Task
Force needs the public’s
help identifying two
young female bank rob-
bers with an affinity for
targeting Chase banks.
Investigators believe the
duo is responsible for at
least five Chase bank rob-
beries this month.  The
latest three robberies oc-
curred earlier today.
Crime Stoppers of Hous-
ton is offering a reward of
up to $5,000 for informa-
tion that leads to the
identification and arrest
of the female felons.
Bank surveillance photo-
graphs from one of to-
d a y ’ s  r o b b e r i e s  a r e
attached at the end of the
press release and can also
be found on Twitter
@FBIHouston and @miF-
BIHouston.

 At about 2:00 p.m., the
female bank robbers en-
tered the J.P. Morgan
Chase Bank located at
19507 North Freeway in
Houston, Texas.  They
handed a teller a threat-
ening note demanding

Female bank bandits connected
to 5 Chase bank robberies

cash.  The women left
that location empty-
handed.  Approximately
30 minutes later, the
same women entered the
J.P. Morgan Bank locat-
ed at 929 East Little York
Road in Houston, Texas.
The female robbers pre-
sented a threatening de-
mand note, then verbally
threatened they had a
gun.  No weapon was ob-
served by witnesses and
no one was physically
hurt.  The women left
with an undisc losed
amount of cash.  Investi-
gators believe the same
women robbed the J.P.
Morgan Chase Bank lo-
cated at 13706 East Free-
way in Houston, Texas in
a similar manner a cou-
ple of hours later.  After
presenting a threatening
demand note, the women
left with an undisclosed
amount of cash.  No one
was physically hurt.

 Investigators believe
the same two women are
also connected to two oth-
er Chase bank robberies
earlier this month, the

fines up to $250 plus
court costs.

Along with TxDOT’s
annual “Click It or Tick-
et” campaign effort, police
departments in Texas and
across the nation will step
up their enforcement ef-
forts from May 22 to June
4.

To learn more about
“Click It or Ticket,” visit
texasclickitorticket.com.

For media inquiries,
contact TxDOT Media Re-
l a t i o n s  a t
MediaRelations@txdot.gov
or (512) 463-8700.

The information con-
tained in this report rep-
resents reportable data
collected from the Texas
Peace Officer's Crash Re-
port (CR-3). This informa-
tion was received and
processed by the depart-
ment as of  March 14,
2017.

robbery of the Chase
branch located at 10611
Broadway in Pearland,
Texas on May 8, 2017 and
the robbery of the Chase
branch located at 1102
Silber in Houston, Texas
on May 1, 2017.  In each
of these robberies the
women got away with an
undisclosed amount of
cash.  No one was physi-
cally hurt during either
robbery.

The women are de-
scribed as young, black
females, 18 – 24 years old
with skinny builds, one is
about 5’4” tall and the

other about 5’8” tall.  The
women were last seen
leaving the area in a new-
er model silver Volk-
swagen Jetta occupied by
t w o  u n k n o w n  b l a c k
males.

Crime Stoppers  of
Houston is offering up to
$5,000 for information
leading to the identifica-
tion and arrest of these
bank robbers.  If you have
any information, please
call the Crime Stoppers
tip line at 713-222-TIPS
(8477). All tipsters re-
main anonymous.

Suspect women wanted in bank robberies.


