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EHRMC Hospital closed permanently

Voters keep Galena Park dry

Waste Pits meeting reviews EPA decision

Commissioner Jack Morman
praised the efforts of THEA, but
noted the responsible parties
are “fighting back.”

County Attorney Vince Ryan
contrasted the black ooze he
saw on the site, with the THEA
calendar promising a clean safe
environment.

HONORING OUR VETERANS
North Channel Chamber
Salutes Veterans

HOUSTON – East
Houston Regional Medical
Center (EHRMC)  has de-
cided to permanently close
its facility on I-10 near
Uvalde, due to repeated
damage from flooding of
Greens Bayou. On Novem-
ber 3, 2017 the following
statement was issued by
Troy Villarreal, president
of HCA Healthcare Gulf
Coast Division:

“HCA Healthcare Gulf
Coast Division is announc-
ing today that East Hous-
ton Regional Medical
Center, a campus of Bay-
shore Medical Center, will
not reopen due to its his-
tory of flooding as well as
recent extensive damage
from Hurricane Harvey.

The hospital has been
closed since all patients
and staff were moved to
safety two days before Har-
vey made landfall. Al-
though it is equipped with

See HOSPITAL
CLOSED, Page 8

HIGHLANDS – About
100 persons joined elected
officials and leading envi-
ronmental activists last
Monday night, at the Com-
munity Center, to get up to
date information on the
EPA final decision to re-
move the toxic waste from
the San Jacinto River.

The meeting was host-
ed by Pct. 2 and Commis-
sioner Jack Morman, and
had a festive atmosphere
with snacks and drinks
served. This is the first
public meeting after the
EPA announced that the

RPD or Record Of Decison
had been signed, calling for
the complete removal of the
toxic material in the waste
pits. Most of the attendees
in the room had been in fa-
vor of that decision.

Of f i c ia l s  that  were
present included County
Attorneys Vince Ryan and
Rock Owens, Bob Allen of
the Harris County Pollu-
tion department, and Com-
missioner Morman and
many of his staff.

Presentations on the
status of the Superfund
process were made by Jack-

ie Young of THEA, Scott
Jones of Galveston Bay

Foundation, and Rodrigo
Cantu of Lone Star Legal

Aid. Also present and in-
troduced was Nick Ander-
s o n ,  w e l l - k n o w n
cartoonist, who had an in-
terest in environmental is-
sues, and is working with
THEA on several initia-
tives.

In his remarks, Attor-
ney Vince Ryan expressed
that EPA director Scott
Pruitt’s site visit was a
good sign of the serious-
ness of the EPA decision,
and that they are commit-

FOUNDATION BENEFIT
GP/JC Rotary Club hosts
Million Dollar Meal

See EPA decision,
Page 3

Flood Issues Town
Hall Meeting

WASHINGTON, DC –
Congressman Gene Green
invites Harris County residents
to a Flood Issues Town Hall
Meetings on Thursday,
November 9, 2017, at 7:00
p.m. at San Jacinto North
Campus, 5800 Uvalde Road.

 It has been more than
two months since Hurricane
Harvey damaged tens of
thousands of homes and
properties in Harris County.
While many residents in the
county are still waiting for
inspectors to verify damage
done to their properties,
others are seeking more
information on the Harris
County Flood Control District
Buyout Program.

 “There’s an estimated
69,000 properties in Harris
County that were damaged by
Hurricane Harvey and it’s likely
that figure is an
underestimate,” said Green.”
The truth is there are
thousands of homes that have
repeatedly flooded in the last
few years but do not qualify
for the buyout program. This
has left Harris County
residents full of questions and
concerns about their future
living situation. It’s my hope
that everyone who attends
the town hall meeting will
leave knowing more about
what flood recovery options
are available as we move
forward together.”

 During the town hall
meeting, the National Flood
Insurance Program, Harris
County Flood Control District,
the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, and the City of
Houston will provide more
information on Harris County
flood issues, the buyout
program, eligibility, and future
flood control projects. Also,
representatives from Federal
Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) and the Small
Business Administration (SBA)
will be present to answer
questions and help attendees
register for federal assistance,
which has been extended to
November 30, 2017.

GALENA PARK – Vot-
ers went to the polls in
large numbers in this city,
due to acute interest in
only one issue, whether al-
cohol sales would be al-
lowed in the city.
Proponents of the measure
said that it would bring
new business to the city
and generate income. Op-

ponents said that the his-
tory of alcohol sales in Ga-
lena Park showed it
attracted trouble from the
wrong crowd, and would
change the nature of the
peaceful city.

Campaigning continued
for weeks through the city,
and citizens voiced their
opinions at Council meet-
ings and in social media.
Signs against the issue
could be seen throughout.

The final unofficial vote
count, according to City

Secretary Mayra Gonza-
lez, was 277 For votes, and
482 Against votes, defeat-
ing the Proposition. Early
voting in person and by
mail exceeded election day.
448 voted early, and 314
voted on election day, a to-
tal of 762 votes.

The other  ballot was for
state constitutional
amendments.  This year
the legislature worked
tirelessly to produce sev-
en propositions. Some in
detail seemed silly, others

are a half step towards do-
ing the right thing.

Voters took them seri-
ously in Harris County.
Proposition One exempted
the partially disabled vet-
eran or surviving spouse of
one from property taxes for
a residence homestead
that was donated the prop-
erty by a charitable orga-
nization or sold for less
than market value. The
proposition harmonized
provisions in the Texas
Constitution. It passed in

Harris County 110,111 to
15,776 or 87.47% to
12.53%.

Proposition 2- was
about making stabilizing
home equity loans. It was
very serious and about
needed clarification of
home equity loans. It
passed 96,812 to 27,981.

Proposition 3 limited
the time an appointee
could hold office after his
term of office was conclud-

East Houston Regional Medical Center has announced its permanently closing.

See ELECTIONS, p8

County-wide turnout
low at 6.7%, but high
in GP with 762 votes

THE GALENA PARK/JACINTO CITY ROTARY CLUB HELD THEIR ANNUAL MILLION DOLLAR MEAL
on Wednesday, October 25. Seen above are Rotarians Maria Rodriguez, GPISD
Superintendent Angi Williams, and Eileen Brightwell. The Million Dollar Meal is a worldwide
event honoring major donors and Bequest Society Members, who donate or pledge at
least $10,000 apiece to the Rotary Foundation. The GP/JC Rotary Club had about 100
attendees at their luncheon, marking the world event.

THE NORTH CHANNEL CHAMBER held their annual Salute to Service Members and First
Responders at Armento’s last Thursday, Nov. 2nd. Included in the program were the weekly
meetings of the North Shore Rotary, Galena Park/Jacinto City Rotary, and the San Jacinto
Pilot Club. Also seen above is Adam Lund, chairman of the Chamber, and Bill Palko, emcee,
Rotary District Governor, and a Veteran. The Colors as seen above were presented by the
C. E. King HS AFJROTC members.

flood gates designed to
withstand three feet of wa-
ter, East Houston Regional
Medical Center took near-
ly six feet of water during

the storm.
The hospital is located

in a low lying area, and
prior to Harvey, was se-
verely damaged by flood

waters in 2001 by Tropical
Storm Allison as well as by
Hurricane Ike in 2008. We
considered potential op-
tions to continue to treat

patients at the facility;
however, given this histo-
ry and the likelihood of fu-
ture flooding problems, we
determined that the most
prudent course is to close
the facility. We have a long
history of caring for the
East Harris County com-
munity, and through near-
by Bayshore Medical
Center and Clear Lake
Regional Medical Center,
we will continue to do so.

Physicians credentialed
at East Houston Regional
Medical Center have priv-
ileges to practice medicine
at Bayshore Medical Cen-
ter, and we will continue to
assist those physicians in-
terested in practicing med-
icine there and seeing their
patients at the facility.

For over 40 years, HCA
has been treating patients
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AUSTIN, Texas – Texans

affected by Hurricane Har-
vey now have until Novem-
ber 30, 2017, to register for
federal assistance.

The deadline was Novem-
ber 24, however, an addi-
tional six days now gives
survivors more time through
the Thanksgiving holiday.

Federal assistance in-
cludes help for temporary
housing, rental assistance
and repair or replacement of
damaged homes for eligible
individuals and families
who have suffered losses as
a result of the storm.

Additionally, grants may
be available to help with
other expenses such as med-
ical and dental care, child
care, funeral and burial
costs, replacing essential
household items, moving
and storage, vehicle repairs
and some clean-up items.

Renters and homeowners

Registration deadline for disaster
assistance now November 30

must be in a designated
county to qualify for assis-
tance. Those counties in-
clude: Aransas, Austin,
Bastrop, Bee, Brazoria,
Caldwell, Calhoun, Cham-
bers, Colorado, DeWitt, Fay-
ette, Fort Bend, Galveston,
Goliad, Gonzales, Grimes,
Hardin, Harris, Jackson,
Jasper, Jefferson, Karnes,
Kleberg, Lavaca, Lee, Liber-
ty, Matagorda, Montgomery,
Newton, Nueces, Orange,
Polk, Refugio, Sabine, San
Jacinto, San Patricio, Tyler,
Victoria, Waller, Walker
and Wharton.

Survivors may register in
many ways:

•  O n l i n e  a t
DisasterAssistance.gov.

• Calling the FEMA Hel-
pline at 800-621-3362

• Via the FEMA app,
available for Apple and An-
droid mobile devices. To
download visit: fema.gov/

mobile-app.
• Visiting a Disaster Re-

covery Center (DRC). Find
the location of nearby DRCs
online at www.fema.gov/
DRC.

The following informa-
tion is helpful when regis-
tering:

• Address of the location
where the damage occurred
(pre-disaster address).

• Current mailing ad-
dress.

• Current telephone
number.

• Insurance information.
• Total household annu-

al income.
• Routing and account

number for checking or sav-
ings account (this allows
FEMA to directly transfer
disaster assistance funds
into a bank account).

• A description of disas-
ter-caused damage and loss-
es.

Hurrican Harvey
ravages Huffman
Methodist Church

Pastor Frank Coats uses a banjo
in his worship services, and
demonstrated for the Rotary
Club.

Flood waters on August 29th, as
a result of Hurricane Harvey,
inundated the church filling all
the rooms and especially the
sanctuary with several inches of
water. The parishoners had no
place to hold service that was dry
and safe, so they held several
services outside in the parking
lot of the church.

Highlands Rotary Club heard from
Pastor Frank Coats of the Huffman
United Methodist Church, last Tues-
day, October 24. Pastor Coats was de-
scribing the devastation that his
church building suffered as a result
of flooding from Hurrican Harvey.

Coats is a slightly unusual pastor,
bringing his message to the congre-
gation in words and music, played on
his banjo.

Coats has been a Rotarian, and was
welcomed by the club. After a differ-
ent career, he said he became a min-
ister 15 years ago. He started at
Huffman UMC in 2015.

When several inches of water ru-
ined all the floors in the church build-
ings, and the sheetrock walls, the
congregation met for a few weeks in
the parking lot. That first service af-
ter the hurricane, when many were
recovering personally, still had 140
attending.

Coats is looking at the flood as an
opportunity to build anew. His motto:
“RESTORE, REBUILD, TRANS-
FORM.” He is currently planing a new
building that may cost as much as
$400,000, and would include a larger
sanctuary for 280 persons, and a new
childrens’ wing, but raising the mon-
ey for flood repairs is part of his ef-
forts currently.

Coats is relaxed and good natured,
and he entertained the Rotary Club
with two songs, “Down by the River-
side” and “I’ll Fly Away” played on his
long-necked banjo, and sung as well.

Coats quotes the nationally known
minister, Rick Warren, “We don’t want
to waste a good disaster”” and this
positive attitude is what is carrying
him and his congregation forward.

Pastor Coats welcomes any dona-
tions to help with the church rebuild-
ing program. See the website, at
www.lakehoustonUMC.com for more
information.

OFRECEMOS SERVICIOS EN ESPANOL LE
ESPERAMOSLE ATENDEREMOÍS CON MUCHO GUSTO
SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1979 – Open All Year!

Normal Business Hours:
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon - 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. By Appointment

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
( A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.)

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
(IRS Enrolled License # 2012 - 65282)

6400 FM 2100, North Main,  P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 – Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

HIRING TAX PROFESSIONALS
CRI in Crosby Texas is seeking to hire

 full time and/or part time
individuals to join our staff.

Applicants must have knowledge and
experience in:

Preparation of Federal & State Tax
Returns Forms 1040, 1120, 1120S,
1065, 1041 Preparation of Texas

Franchise Tax and SalesTax
Preparation of Financial Statement to
include Balance Sheet, Profit & Loss
and Subsidiary Ledgers Quickbooks

Pro, Quickbooks Enterprise and
Quickbooks Payroll Software Payroll

reporting of salaries & wages and
federal & state payroll taxes Payroll

reporting of Forms 941, 940, W2, W3
Reporting of contract services Forms

1099, 1096 General office duties
Please submit your Resume to
cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

HOUSTON (November 7-
8, 2017) —Last Tuesday and
Wednesday, Texas Renais-
sance Hospital hosted its
annual School Days where
Crosby High School partici-
pated in the music competi-
tion.

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! The
King and Queen of the Tex-
as Renaissance Festival wel-
comed private, public and
home-schoo l  s tudents ,
grades K-12, on Tuesday,
November 7, and Wednes-
day, November 8, from 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. for the Festi-
val’s 13th Annual School
Days. Last year, School
Days broke records when
over 66,000 students passed
through the Festival’s gates.

School Days is Texas Re-
naissance Festival’s two-day
event that allows students
to step back in time to expe-
rience the sights and sounds
of New Market Village, an
authentic recreation of a
16th century European vil-
lage. Students will interact

Crosby HS participates at
Texas Renaissance Festival

with costumed characters
representing the courts, cul-
ture, art, science and litera-
ture of the Renaissance
Period. This year, Emmy
award-winning and world-
renowned 3D artist, Mark
Kistler, will give drawing
lessons to students at the
event.

Students will have full
access  to  the  Fest iva l
grounds and have the oppor-
tunity to experience all the
Festival has to offer. Joust-
ing knights, musicians, jest-
ers and magicians are ready
to perform on stages and
arenas throughout the vil-
lage. Young lords and ladies
will have the opportunity to
learn courtly dances, the
ancient art of falconry and
the history of arms and ar-
mor. Students will also have
the chance to compete in a
range of contests including
costume art, essay, poetry,
music, theatre and tre-
buchet. The musical compe-
titions include choir, band

and orchestra. The theatre
competitions are comprised
of one-act plays, group or
duet scenes and mono-
logues. Also included are
live demonstrations in pot-
tery, glass blowing, black-
smithing, armor making
and other arts and trades of
this amazing period in his-
tory.

This two-day event is de-
signed to be age-appropriate
for all students. All events,
shows and activities will be
both educational and enter-
taining. Tickets are $9.00
per person, including same
day ticket purchases at the
gate. Patrons age four and
under are admitted free.
Lunch coupon books will be
offered for $10.00 per per-
son, which includes one en-
trée, one drink, one dessert
and bonus tickets to return
to the Festival on a week-
end. For more information,
v i s i t  h t t p : / /
www.texrenfestinfo.com/
school-days.
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Connections in Texas Business Directory

“Our Passion Is Your BUSINESS”

ALVI

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Friday Brume
Realtor

779 Normandy Street
Houston, TX. 77015

Office: 713-451-1733
Cell: 281-639-5213
Fax: 713-451-0467

E-mail:
fridayremax2006@yahoo.com

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterFuneral-Houston.com

EPA Decision,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ted to the ROD. He admon-
ished the group to keep
working on cleaning up the
river. He said “The harder
you work the more we can
keep this on schedule.” To
this end, Young asked ev-
eryone to send a letter to
EPA asking for immediate
action, which later in the
meeting was a recurring
theme of the questioning.

In her comments, Young
pointed out that further
negotiations with EPA had
achieved a gain in the
amount of material that
would be removed, from
202,000 cubic yards to
212,000. Also, the stan-
dard of the pollution level
to be achieved has been re-
vised to allow for safer re-
sidual material.

At present, the removal
process is expected to cost
about $115 million, and
would be paid for by the
PRP, or Potential Resonsi-
ble Parties. In this case, it
is McGinnes Industrial
Material Corporation, now
a division of Waste Man-
agement, and Interntional
Paper Company, who is
the successor to Champion
Paper Company, the mill
that generated the waste.

It is expected that at
least 17,000 truckloads of
material would be removed
from the site, and disposed
of in an approved solid
waste landfill. This work
would commence in 2019,
and continue for at least 18
months.

EPA has said they will
require the PRP or their

contractor to use “best
management practices” to
eliminate potential con-
tamination to the sur-
rounding environment.

Young explained that
the process of removal
would require steel coffer-
dams around the site, the
material would be dewa-
tered and removed dry, by
excavation, not dredging.

At this point in the
meeting, a video of Fox26
newsman Greg Groogan
interviewing Scott Pruitt
when he was in Houston,
was shown. Pruitt said he
was responsible for 1330
Superfund Sites around
the nation, but would work
to make sure the San Ja-
cinto River site “was kept
from languishing.” He
mentioned that damage
done to the cap by Hurrri-
cane Harvey, and his con-
cerns for future storms. He
said “People need confi-
dence they are safe.”

Young then updated the
audience on recent prob-
lems with the cap, both
pre-hurricane and post-
hurricane. In addition to
the storm, there has been
erosion on the east side of
the site from weather, and
barge traffic. Sampling of
14 sites found one site with
70,000 ppt of dioxin, when
the standard is only 30.

She then showed a slide
with four steps that she
asked the attendees to in-
clude in their letter to EPA
and Pruitt.

These were:
-- A dive team to make

more underwater inspec-
tions;

-- More groundwater
tests, dioxin has been de-
tected in river water;

-- Require the PRP to
develop an emergency plan
in the event of a cap fail-
ure or subsidence;

-- Require the PRP to
stockpile repair materials
close to the site for rapid
repair work.

S c o t t  J o n e s  o f  t h e
Galveston Bay Foundation
made a presentation of the
history of the Bay, and the
environmental dangers
that have been detected in
the river and the bay.

He discussed  Seafood
Advisories that were the
reason for the GBF to be-
come involved  in  the
health of the bay, and con-
cern about the waste pits
site. He reviewed some of
the proposals for reinforc-
ing the cap and making it
permanent, pointing out
the problems of these, and
their unpredictable na-
ture.

Rodrigo Cantu, of Lone
Star Legal Aid, reviewed
the next steps that the
EPA will be taking to im-
plement the ROD. He
pointed out that Congress
passed a law, known as
CERCLA, that prescribes
the steps that EPA can
take to make the PRP
clean up the site, but point-
ed out that each step has a
waiting period, and the
process will take time.

Anxious to ask ques-
tions, members of the au-
dience interupted several
of the presentatioins.

Quest ions  centered
around the schedule, now

Revival
Bible Missionary Church will held its annual REVIVAL, No-

vember 10 -19, 2017, 10246 Fairfax Street, Jacinto City, TX
77029.  Weeknights: 7 p.m., Saturday Evenings: 6 pm, Ev-
eryone wlecome. For more information, please call 713-
671-3500.

Galena Park Senior Dance
 Senior Dance is every Monday at the Alvin D. Building, 1302

Keene St., Galena Park. 7 pm - 9 pm. No cover charge. Live band
Country music. Call for more information: 713-455-7335.

North Shore Senior Dance
 North Shore Seniors holds a dance every Thursday from

1 - 4 pm at the Grayson/Baldree Building, Corpus Christi
street. Live bands and refreshments. Cost is $ 5/per person.
For more information call 713-455-3660.

The Buckshot Jamboree
Enjoy Classic Country music every Saturday night from 7

pm - 10 pm with The Buckshot Jamboree at 7414 Hartman
near Old Beaumont Highway. More info,  call 281-458-0729
or 832-444-5000.

San Jacinto Pilot Club meeting
The Club meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at Am-

egy Bank on I-10, at noon. For more information, please
visit www.SanJacintoPilot.com.

Evening San Jacinto Pilot Club
This newly chartered club meets on on the 1st Tuesday of

each month at 7 pm at the Woodforest Presbyterian Church.  For
more information, see the Facebook page entitled Evening San
Jacinto Pilot Club or call 832-264-1565 / 832-289-4762.

Trip Israel
Join Wayne & Patsy Moss on a trip to ISRAEL! March 2018. Call

for more information. 281-447-4307.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

On October 18, Normandy Crossing Elementary (NCE)
teacher, Ms. Angel Herring, was named a Classroom Champ
by the Houston Dynamo and Kroger.

Ms. Herring was one of five educators named a
Classroom Champ for making a profound difference on their
campus. She received a $250 gift card from Kroger and a
$250 grant for NCE.

On Sunday, October 22, Ms. Herring was recognized at
the Dynamo game for her hard work and dedication!

During Ms. Herring's introduction, Eddie Robinson,
former Dynamo player, said, "Ms. Herring takes rookie
teachers under her wing and teaches them the finer points
of caring for their children, not just educationally but socially
and emotionally, as well. We thank her so much for that."

Congratulations, Ms. Herring!

GALENA PARK ISD
Normandy Crossing Elementary Teacher
named Classroom Champ

that the decison to remove
the material has been fi-
nalized.

One person said “The
crisis is now,” referring to
Cantu’s explanation of the
law. “Why not start the cof-
ferdam now. The Dioxin is
leaking on the East Edge.”

Another person noted
that EPA Superfund rules
require that these sites be
completely fenced, but ob-
viously the river side is
open, and now after the
hurricane, a large gap in
the fence on the south edge
allows uncontrolled access.

Another questioned why
the PRP would be respon-
sible for the clean-up, in-
stead of a third party.

Young announced that
the EPA had just said they
will hold a public meeting
in Highlands on Dec. 4th,
and urged all to attend to
get answers to these ques-
tions.

Holiday Bazaar &
Country Auction

Saturday, November 11th
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Country Auction • Bake Shop • Much More
Vendors, Booth Rentals Available for $25

First Assembly of God Women’s Ministries
330 Sheldon Road, Channelview, TX. 77530

281-452-2952
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

What you need
to know about
applying to
college

(NAPSI)—Many
students and their
parents may be sur-
prised to learn it but
college application
season doesn’t have to
be stressful. Here are
some things students
should know that can
help.

First, it’s now easier
than ever for students to
show their best work on
the SAT. Accepted at all
colleges and universi-
ties, the SAT measures
the few things needed
for college success and
reflects what students
are already learning in
class.

What’s more, students
prefer the new SAT to
the old test by a 7 to 1
margin. Here’s why:

• Gone are “SAT
words”—words no one
has seen before or will
likely see again.

• There is no penalty
for guessing. Students
no longer lose points for
wrong answers.

• There is more time
per question. Students
have 43 percent more
time than on the ACT.

• Only relevant math
concepts are tested.
Students just need to
know essential skills for
college and career.

The new SAT is the
only college admission
test that comes with
free, personalized,
online study tools with
Official SAT Practice on
KhanAcademy
(www.satpractice.org).
Students have access to
thousands of interactive
practice questions, video
lessons, test-taking tips,
and strategies, including
eight full-length practice
tests.

Recently released
data about free Official
SAT Practice show that
nothing advances
student opportunity and
success like personal-
ized practice. The data
link 20 hours of practice
using Official SAT
Practice on Khan
Academy to a 115-point
average score gain from
the PSAT/NMSQT to the
SAT—an increase
nearly double the
average score gain of
students who don’t use
it.

Just as students can
take advantage of free
test practice, they can
also take advantage of
free resources to navi-
gate the college applica-
tion and financial aid
process. To begin
building their college
lists, students can use
free resources such as
the College Board’s
www.BigFuture.org or
the CollegeGo app to
search for and compare
colleges; navigate the
college application
process from start to
finish with deadline
reminders, tips and
guidance; find scholar-
ships; and understand
financial aid.

That’s important, be-
cause there are billions of
dollars of financial aid
available to help students
pay for college.
BigFuture.org includes a
Scholarship Search tool
for finding scholarships,
other financial aid and in-
ternships from among
more than 2,200 pro-
grams, totaling nearly $6
billion.

There are many kinds
of scholarships, with
scholarships from colleg-
es being the most com-
mon type. Additionally,
with the PSAT/NMSQT
or the PSAT 10, students
have access to more than
$180 million in scholar-
ships from the National
Merit Scholarship Corpo-
ration and several other
College Board scholar-
ship partners.

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott proclaimed Nov. 3
as Houston Astros Day,
honoring the American
League champions for win-
n ing  the  2017  Major
League Baseball World
Series.

The Astros won their
fourth game in the best-of-
seven Series against the
National League champion
Los Angeles Dodgers on
Nov. 1. It’s the first World
Series championship for
the Houston Astros in the
55-year history of the fran-
chise and the first for a
Texas team. Players wore
“Houston Strong” patches
on their uniforms in honor
of those affected by Hurri-
cane Harvey’s widespread
devastation. More than
one million fans lined the
streets of downtown Hous-
ton Nov. 3 to see the play-
ers hoist the championship
trophy during a victory pa-
rade.

“This victory is a great
honor for the Astros and
the Houston community,
which has been severely
impacted by, and contin-
ues to recover in the after-
m a t h  o f ,  H u r r i c a n e
Harvey. Like the Astros,
Texans are known for their
spirit and resolve, and in
the wake of Harvey’s dev-
astation, we were able to
see the persevering nature
of Texans on full display.
This championship will
serve as inspiration to a
city and state that is pas-
sionate about its sports,”
Abbott wrote.

Abbott on Oct. 24 con-
tinued the long tradition of
governors by making a
friendly wager with Cali-
fornia Gov. Jerry Brown on
the outcome of the Series.
Abbott offered a six-pack of
Houston-brewed beer and
Texas barbecue. Brown of-
fered a selection of wine
from his state’s Sonoma,
Napa and Mendocino coun-
ties that were impacted
severely by recent wild-
fires.

Flags to be at
half-staff

Gov. Abbott on Nov. 5
ordered that flags across
Texas be lowered to half-
staff through sunset on
Nov. 9 in memory of those
who lost their lives in a
mass shooting in Suther-
land Springs, a town 20
miles southeast of San An-
tonio.

Some 26 people were re-
ported killed and dozens
injured when a lone gun-
man opened fire with an
assault rifle in a church
while members attended
Sunday morning services
on Nov. 5. The gunman,
identified as Devin Patrick
Kelley of New Braunfels,
was found with a gunshot
wound, dead in his truck
several miles from the
scene. Details continue to
emerge in the shooting. _

Revenue total
comes in

S t a t e  C o m p t r o l l e r
Glenn Hegar on Nov. 2 re-
ported that state sales tax
revenue totaled $2.46 bil-
lion in October, an amount
6.9 percent more than he

Proclamation honors World
Series winning Houston Astros

reported in October 2016.
Receipts from the min-

ing and manufacturing
sectors led sales tax reve-
nue growth, and most oth-
er economic sectors also
grew moderately compared
to the same month last
year. Hurricane Harvey
does not appear to have
had a significant net effect
on state sales tax revenue,
he added.

Also, Hegar said, total
sales tax revenue for the
three months ending in
October 2017 was up 5.2
percent compared to the
same period a year ago.
Details on monthly sales
tax collections can be
found at the Comptroller’s
Monthly State Revenue
Watch, which is accessible
t h r o u g h  t h e  w e b s i t e
comptroller.texas.gov.

AG goes after
gougers

Attorney General Ken
Paxton’s Consumer Protec-
tion Division on Oct. 30
sent notices of violations to
127 Texas businesses ac-

cused of price gouging dur-
ing the state of disaster
declared for Hurricane
Harvey.

All of the cases involve
consumer  compla ints
against gas stations that
allegedly charged $3.99 or
higher for a gallon of un-
leaded gasoline or diesel.
The  Texas  Decept ive
Trade Practices Act pro-
hibits anyone from taking
advantage of a disaster de-
clared by the governor and
selling or leasing necessi-
ties for excessive prices.
The Consumer Protection

Division received an esti-
mated 5,500 complaints
alleging price gouging by
businesses. Many Texans
emailed photos and re-
ceipts as evidence, Paxton
said.

Job count decreased
The Lone Star State lost

some 7,300 jobs in Septem-
ber, due largely to effects
from Hurricane Harvey,
the Texas Workforce Com-
mission reported.

Texas’ seasonally ad-
justed unemployment rate
fell to 4.0 percent, down
from 4.2 percent in August,
and remained below the
national rate of 4.2 per-
cent. Annual employment
growth for Texas was cal-
culated at 2.1 percent.

“ T e x a s ’  e c o n o m i c
growth is boosted by the
resilience of our employ-
ers ,  who  have  added
230,300 private-sector jobs
over the past year,” said
Ruth R. Hughs, the TWC
commissioner who repre-
sents employers. “TWC is
committed to ensuring our
state resources and servic-
es are provided to help get
Texans get back to work
after the devastating im-
pacts of Hurricane Har-
vey.”

Depository site
chosen

Comptroller Hegar on
Nov. 3 announced the city
of Leander as the future
home of the Texas Bullion
Depository, with construc-
tion to begin in early 2018.

In its 2015 regular ses-
sion, the Texas Legislature
created the depository as
an agency within the Of-
fice of the Comptroller.

The depository, accord-
ing to the official state-
ment of legislative intent,
would be established “so
the state, state agencies
and private individuals
would be able to store pre-
cious metals in a secure,
Texas-based depository to
reduce reliance on out-of-
state facilities and to insu-
late their assets from
unstable market forces.”

Understanding
Education And
Military Families

(NAPSI)—America’s
military service members
make great sacrifices for
our country—and for their
own families—but are
their kids getting what
they need from our K_12
education system?

A new national survey
of service members, spous-
es and veterans looks at
educational options for
military families, their sat-
isfaction and how their
choices can play a role in
whether a family accepts
an assignment or even fac-
tor into decisions to leave
military service altogether.
There are roughly 750,000
school-aged children in ac-
tive-duty-member house-
holds today.

Data show military fam-
ilies are very interested in
alternatives to district
schools. According to a new
EdChoice and Braun Re-
search survey, we know 80
percent of them attend
public schools today, de-
spite the fact that more
than 60 percent would pre-
fer different schooling en-
v i ronments  f o r  the i r
children, such as private
school, charter school, vir-
tual school or home school.

In fact, once military
and veteran families are
informed of how school
choice options work, their
support for those programs
increases dramatically.

Types of School Choice
Education savings ac-

counts (ESAs). Education
savings accounts allow
families to receive a depos-
it of public funds into gov-
e r n m e n t - a u t h o r i z e d
savings accounts—often
distributed to families via
a restricted-use debit card.
Families can purchase any
combination of private
school tuition and fees, on-
line learning programs,
private tutoring, commu-
nity college costs, higher
education expenses and/or
other approved customized
learning services and ma-
terials.

Military respondents
were almost five times
more likely to support
ESAs than they were to
oppose them.

Tax-credit scholarships
allow families to choose
private schools that best fit
their needs. Nonprofit
scholarship-granting orga-
nizations provide those
scholarships and are fund-
ed by private charitable
donations, for which do-
n o r s  a r e  r e i m b u r s e d
through tax credits.

Sixty-three percent of
military respondents sup-
port the concept of a tax-
c r e d i t  s c h o l a r s h i p
program.

School vouchers. School
vouchers give parents the
freedom to choose a private
school for their children,
using all or part of the pub-
lic funding set aside for
their children’s education.

Nearly two out of three
military households sup-
port school vouchers.

Learn More
For further facts and

figures on education choice
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  g o  t o
www.edchoice.org.
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LIFESTYLE

Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS
P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX

281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565, Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive    281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ROOF LEAKING

1-844-938-7663
All Roof Types Repairs

Call Mr. Roofer

1-844-WET ROOF

281-452-0000

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

Whoever believes in me, as
Scripture has said, rivers of
living water will flow from

within them.
John 7:38

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

God is our refuge
and strengh, a

very present help
in trouble

Psalm: 46:1

CHURCH LISTINGS
CROSBY, HIGHLANDS,
HUFFMAN, BAYTOWN

ANGLICAN CHURCH
• Church of the Resurrection,
meeting at Crosby Brethren
Church, 5202 1st Street, Cros-
by. 832-661-9693.
APOSTOLIC CHURCH
• First Apostolic Church of High-
lands, 1211 S. Main St. High-
lands. 281-426-4133
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
• Crosby Gospel Assembly, 633
Kenning Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
2516
• First Assembly of God, 406 N.
Magnolia St., Highlands, 281-
426-3170
• Gospel Lighthouse, 8218
John Martin Rd., Baytown, 281-
421-1168
BAPTIST
• Calvary Baptist, 2217 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3409
• Highlands Baptist, 111 E. Ca-
nal Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
2470
• Northeast Freeway Baptist,
1635 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2723
• Unity Baptist, 2625 Broad Dr.,
Highlands, 281-426-4223
• Iglesia Bautista Comunidad,
5323 Highway 90, Crosby, 281-
421-9810. “Venid y te Harem-
os Bien”
BAPTIST-Missionary
• Antioch Missionary Baptist,
2500 Harris St., Highlands,
281-426-6565.
•  First Missionary Baptist
Church, 301 Cypress Avenue,
Crosby, 281-462-7634.
• Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist,
315 Nod, Crosby, 281-328-
4650
• True Vine Missionary Baptist,
404 Oak Ave., Crosby, 281-
328-7637
• Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church,  12418 Crosby Rd.,
Crosby, 281-328-1851
BAPTIST-Southern
• First Baptist- Crosby, 615
Runneberg Rd.,Crosby, 281-
328-2564
• First Baptist- Highlands, N.
Magnolia at Wallisville, High-
lands, 281-426-4551
• First Baptist- Huffman, 25503
FM 2100, Huffman, 281-324-
1888
• Northside Baptist, 317 Bar-
bers Hill Rd., Highlands, 281-
426-5415
• Second Baptist, 400 E. Wall-
isville Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
5557
• Crosby New Hope Baptist
Church, 18319 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-6086
BRETHREN
• Crosby Brethren, 5202 1st St.,
Crosby, 281-328-2442
CATHOLIC
• Holy Family, 7122 Whiting
Rock, Baytown, 281-426-8448
• Sacred Heart, 915 Runneberg
Rd., Crosby, 281-328-4871

• St. Martin De Porres, 12606
FM 2100, Crosby, 281-328-
4451
• St. Jude Thaddeus, 800 S.
Main St. , Highlands, 281-843-
2422
• St. Phillip the Apostle, 2308
3rd St.,Huffman, 281-324-1478
CHURCH OF CHRIST
• Church of Christ at Wallisville
Rd., 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.,
281-426-7557.
• Crosby Church of Christ, 3737
Hwy 90, Crosby, 281-328-3496
• Highlands Church of Christ,
214 Clear Lake Rd., Highlands,
281-426-2742
• Barrett Station Church of
Christ, 281-328-7882
CHURCH OF GOD
• First Pentecostal Church of
God, 1328 Old Atascocita, Huff-
man, 281-324-1518
• Harvest Time Church of God,
495 S. Diamondhead Blvd.,
Crosby, 281-462-8060
CHURCH OF GOD
IN CHRIST
•�Mt. Rose Church of God in
Christ, 13000 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-1314
EPISCOPAL
• Church of the Resurrection,
5202 Churhc St., Crosby.
INDEPENDENT
• Crosby Church, 5725 Hwy 90,
Crosby and 30673 Huffman
Cleveland Rd., Huffman, 281-
328-1310
• Huffman Church, 1707 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3705
• New Covenant of Faith, 12217
Holly Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
1315
• Restoration House, 1609
Jones Rd., Highlands, 281-843-
4000
• Son Harvest, 2027 FM 1942,
Crosby, 281-543-2860.
LUTHERAN
• Our Shepherd, 19704 FM
2100, Huffman, 281-324-2422
METHODIST
• Crosby United Methodist,
1334 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2616
• Highlands United Methodist,
107 W. Houston St., Highands,
281-426-3614
• Lake Houston United Method-
ist, 23606 FM 2100, Huffman,
281-324-1541

NON DENOMINA-
TION
• Lifepoint Church, 9235 North
Highway 146, Baytown, Tx.
77523.  �281-576-5452.

UNITED PENTECOS-
TAL CHURCH
• Pentecostals of Crosby502
Pine at Hwy 90 Crosby, TX
�77532(281) 328-5054. Sunday
10 AM. Wednesday 7 PM. Pas-
tor Kerry D. Lee

CHANNELVIEW, JACINTO CITY,
GALENA PARK, HOUSTON

•Second Street Church of
Christ, 15821 2nd. Street,

Channelview, TX. 77530.
www.2ndstreetchurchofchrist.com

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
•Galena Park Assembly of
God, 1211 2nd. St., Galena
Park, TX. 713-455-0836.
BAPTIST
•New Life Baptist Church of
East Houston, 18570 Van
Road, Houston, 77049. 281-
456-0082
•Second Baptist Church, 1913
18th. St., Galena Park, TX. 713-
672-9232.
•Second Baptist Church, 10501
Muscatine, Jacinto City, TX.
713-674-8463.
•St. Matthew Baptist Church,
119 Fidelity, Houston, TX. 713-
674-0062.
•First Baptist Church, 1505 1st.
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-455-
1261.
•Macedonia Baptist Church,
1230 Maxnie Street, Houston,
TX. 77049. 713-674-6607.
BAPTIST-Southern
•Dell Dale Avenue Baptist
Church, 402 Dell Dale Avenue,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
3704.
•South Drive Baptist Church,
15229 South Drive, Channel-
view, TX. 77530. 281-452-
4500.
•First Baptist Church of Jacinto
City, 10701 Wiggins, Jacinto
City, TX 77029. 713-672-2802.
•Beaumont Place Baptist
Church, 13101 Ivydale Street,
Houtson, TX. 77049.
•First Baptist Church of Gale-
na Park, 206 Woofle St., 77547.
713-455-1261.
CATHOLIC
•St. Andrew Roman Catholic
Church, 827 Sheldon Rd.,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
9865.
•Our Lady of Fatima, 1705 8th
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-675-
0981.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
•2nd. St. Church of Christ,
15821 2nd St., Channelview,
TX. -281-452-4049.
•Channelview Church of Christ,
1301 Sheldon Rd., Channel-
view, Tx. 281-452-7129.
•Galena Park Church of Christ,
301 Holland Ave, Galena Park,
TX. 713-455-0826.
EPISCOPAL
•St. Timothy’s Episcopal
Church, 13125 Indianapolis St.,
Houston, 713-451-2909.
HOLINESS
•Bible Missionary Church,
10246 Fairfax St., Jacinto City.
713-671-3500.
METHODIST
•Old River Terrace United Meth-
odist Church, 16102 East Free-
way, Channelview, TX.
281-452-2861.
•Galena Park United Methodist,
1705 1st. St., Galena Park, TX.
713-672-0245.
•Holy Trinity United Methodist,
13207 Orleans St., Houston,
Tx. 713-453-7203.

For corrections or new listings,
call 281-328-9605

Marvin Eugene
Myers

Marvin Eugene Myers,
71, of Jacinto City, Texas,
passed from this life on No-
vember 04, 2017.

He was born February
01, 1946 in Voth, Texas to
parents, Earl & Justina
Myers. He served his coun-
try in the U.S. Army dur-
ing the Vietnam War and
worked as an ironworker
most of his career and a
member of the Ironwork-
ers Union Local 84.

He is preceded in death
by his parents and by his
wife, Charlene Myers and
by daughter, Sheila Mat-
thews. He is survived by
two sons, Jason Zataratous
& wife, Teresa and Clifford
Zataratous; by grandchil-
dren, Jessica Zataratous
and Vince Zataratous; as
well as by brother, Dalton
Myers and sister, Doris
Stewart and other family
and dear friends.

How many of us live
with our phones in hand,
actually turning around
and driving back home if
we discovered we’ve left
them behind? It’s not just
because we’re talking to
people, either; it’s be-
cause we’ve discovered a
world of apps that make
our lives easier, more pro-
ductive. For many of us,
smartphones have been
game changers, revolu-
tionizing our lives in
ways we never expected.

What if we used our Bi-
bles the way we use the
apps on our smartphones
– consistently, enthusias-
tically, faithfully? What
if, instead of just carrying
them into church, using
them as coasters, or even
reading and marking in
them, we truly applied
them to our lives? What
did Jesus say to the devil
in the desert? “It is writ-
ten...”  This is our exam-
ple.

Think about what is
being said in John 1:1-14.
The Word IS Jesus. Jesus
IS the Word. We cannot
undervalue the impor-
tance of the Word of God
in our lives. It is not sim-
ply inspiring words on
nice paper. It is “...quick,
and powerful, and sharp-
er than any two edged
sword...” (Heb. 4:12) This
is power that too many of
us take for granted. We
read it. We hear it. We
may even think about it.

OBITUARIES
✯

A visitation will be held
Wednesday evening from
5-8:00 p.m. November 08,
2017at Carter Conley Fu-
neral Home. A celebration
of his life will be held 1:00
p.m. Thursday, November
09, 2017 in the Carter Con-
ley Chapel.

Carter Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

713-455-5100

THOUGHTS  FROM  MARANATHA  CHURCH

The Bible App
Dr. Mark Trice

Yet too often we don’t do
anything with it.

The Word of God says
that “death and life are in
the power of the tongue.”
(Prov. 18:21) We’ve got
the death part down. For
example, as a people we
tend to speak sickness
over ourselves far too of-
ten (“I’m coming down
with something.”). It is
time we paid attention to
what God is saying here,
and speak LIFE. It’s time
to “pull out our Bible
app;” time to actually ap-
ply the Bible to our lives.
Are you facing a situation
in which you need God to
intervene? Get a Word.
Go to the “book of Concor-
dance,” find a single verse
or passage that applies to
your life, and start de-
claring it over yourself
and your situation.

Believe me, God has
covered everything in the
Bible. No, it may not
mention what you’re go-
ing through specifically,
but if you start digging
you’ll find far more than
one verse that applies to
you, that you can apply to
your situation. For exam-
ple, are you wondering
where to go next, what
path you should take?
Start declaring Proverbs
3:5-6. Declare, “I will
trust in the Lord with all
my heart. I will refuse to
rely on my own under-
standing. I will acknowl-
edge Him in everything I

do. And He will direct my
path!” Speak it. Truly
think about the words.
Believe it. Then follow
through, acting on what
you’re declaring. God’s
Word cannot fail. If you
apply it, you will see its
power in action.

But remember that,
just like you have to keep
going back to the apps on
your phone, you have to
keep going back to the
Word. It’s not a case of
“declare i t  once and
you’re done.” Keep the
Word in front of you.
Read it. Think about it.
Believe it. Stand on it.
Speak it. Act on it. Apply
the Word of God, and it
will revolutionize your
life.

Maranatha!: “Rejoice,
the Lord is coming

soon!”
#MaranathaChurch

#IglesiaMaranatha

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of
Obadiah in the Old or
New Testament or
neither?

2. From Matthew 9,
after Jesus healed a
paralyzed man, what did
the man pick up and
carry home? Brother,
Bed, Mother, Cart

3. Which book begins,
"And the Lord spake unto
Moses in the wilderness
of Sinai"? Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers,
Deuteronomy

4. What is the largest
number specifically
mentioned in the Bible
(KJV)?

Hundred thousand,
Thousand thousand, Two
hundred thousand
thousand, Thousands of
millions

5. According to Acts 25,
what title belonged to
Agrippa? Priest, Apostle,
King, General

6. In Exodus 7, what
river was turned into
blood? Red, Galilee,
Marah, Nile

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2)
Bed; 3) Numbers; 4)
Thousands of millions
(Gen 24:60); 5) King; 6)
Nile
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EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923
Mrroofer@mail.com

New Roofs, Repairs, Painting,
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

HARDI PLANK SIDING • CONTRACTING

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

Monitor your unit
alarm through Free

Phone App!!
All Climate Control

Open daily
6:00 am - 10:00 p.m

8720 Sierra Ranch Dr.
Houston, TX 77044

281-783-9497

www.sierraranchstorage.comwww.sierraranchstorage.com

Commercial
Printing

713-977-2555

ASK DIAMOND JIM

   We’ve had a number of peo-
ple ask about the characteris-
tic of fluorescence, which can
be found in roughly 25-35% of
diamonds. When you do come
across a diamond that has
fluorescence, it’s important to
have a good idea of what it is,
and more importantly what it
means for your diamond.
   First of all, what is
fluorescence?
   Fluorescence is actually
fairly simple when it comes to
diamonds. Some diamonds
reflect varying amounts of UV
light, which most commonly
comes from the sun and fluo-
rescent lamps. The presence
of this effect is usually not
noticeable, or could even
make your diamond look more
desirable depending on the
stone’s color rating. Technical-
ly, fluorescence is considered
an imperfection in a diamond.
However, many in the dia-
mond industry don’t really
consider it that way at all since
it can actually improve the
visual appeal of a stone.
   How does fluorescence
change how my diamond
looks?

HOUSTON – As hiring
managers and job appli-
cants know, a resume is of-
ten the first impression a
company has about an ap-
plicant’s qualifications and
capabilities, and the job
interview is an opportuni-
ty to expand upon profes-
sional strengths. But
getting the interview can
be difficult to accomplish if
an applicant’s resume does
not stand out among oth-
ers within the industry
that an applicant is seek-
ing employment. This is
where the San Jacinto Col-
lege career services de-
partment’s upcoming
“Career Crash Course: Re-
sume and Interviewing
Workshop” can help.

 The San Jacinto Col-
lege career services de-
partment will host the
“Career Crash Course: Re-
sume and Interviewing
Workshop” on Monday,
Nov. 20, at 6 p.m. The

Diamond Jim: "What is
“fluorescence” in a diamond?"

   Fluorescence in diamonds is
typically a faint blue reflection,
although from time to time an
orange or yellow color can be
emitted as well. That blue tint
can actually give a diamond
the illusion of more sparkle
and fire than a stone without
fluorescence. This is most
common with diamonds in the
I-M color range. In addition to
more fire and sparkle, dia-
monds in this range with fluo-
rescence may also look a full
color grade better.
   At Pineforest Jewelry, we
always encourage customers
to focus less on the specifica-
tions of the diamond, and
more on how the diamond
looks to them in real life. If you
are choosing between a dia-
mond with fluorescence and
one without, and the fluores-
cent one looks better to you –
you shouldn’t have any hesita-
tion towards that particular
stone at all.
   Will fluorescence be listed
anywhere on my GIA report?
Yes. The GIA displays your
particular diamonds fluores-
cence grade on the report as
either Very Strong, Strong,
Medium, Faint, or None.

   Will my fiancé know if the
diamond has fluorescence?
Will she care?
   Most likely, no on both ques-
tions. If anything, she may
notice the faint blue tint and
think that the diamond actually
looks better than a diamond
without it.
   In 1997, the GIA performed
a study that actually found that
observers couldn’t reliably tell
which diamonds had fluores-
cence when viewing the dia-
monds face up on a table. In
the rare instances that they
could, the participants weren’t
able to agree on how strongly
each stone was affected.
   From the GIA:
   “For the average observer,
meant to represent the jewelry
buying public, no systematic
effects of blue fluorescence on
the face-up appearance of the
groups of diamonds were de-
tected. Even experienced ob-
servers did not consistently
agree on the effects of fluores-
cence from one stone to the
next.” – GIA.com
   This just further backs up
what we previously mentioned
– if you love a stone that hap-
pens to have fluorescence,
you should have no reserva-
tions in getting down on one
knee and proposing with it!
   Conclusion:
   While fluorescence can ini-
tially seem intimidating be-
cause it is technically a flaw in
a diamond, it really should be
taken with a grain of salt.
Many times, diamonds with
fluorescence can actually look
better than ones without. Un-
less the fluorescence in a dia-
mond is extreme, it should
probably not be the deciding
factor for you when shopping
for a diamond.

   Diamond Jim is a diamond
dealer and precious metals
broker of NTR Metals.  See
more
at:www.pineforestjewelry.com.
   If you have questions per-
taining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones,
precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewel-
ry industry,
emailjmills@pineforestjewelry.com.
(credit to GIA for much of the
content in this article)

San Jac College holds community
resume and interview workshop

workshop will feature cur-
rent trends in resume de-
velopment to help
applicants get noticed in
today’s job market and in-
terviewing strategies for a
number of interview sce-
narios. Attendees are en-
couraged to bring their
current resumes to refer-
ence as information is pre-
sented during the
workshop.

 “Due to the increasing
amount of changes in the
economy over the last cou-
ple of years, today’s job
market can be overwhelm-
ing with many finding the
job searching process alone
difficult to navigate,” says
Brittany Bonds, San Jacin-
to College career services
coordinator. “Often, some
of the largest hurdles for
job seekers are under-
standing how to revise,
update and structure their
resumes for the jobs they

are seeking, as well as ef-
fectively interviewing once
they are contacted by an
employer. This is why the
San Jacinto College’s ca-
reer services department is
offering the ‘Career Crash
Course: Resume and Inter-
viewing Workshop’ to all
students, faculty, staff,
alumni and community
members who feel that
they need some additional
assistance when it comes
to these areas.”

The San Jacinto College
North Campus is located
at 5800 Uvalde Road in
Houston. Attendees are
welcome to arrive by 5:30
p.m., to enjoy refreshments
and networking prior to
the workshop. The event is
free and open to the pub-
lic. For more information,
contact the San Jacinto
College career services de-
partment at
career.centers@sjcd.edu.

On October 27, Gale-
na Park ISD Superinten-
dent of Schools, Dr. Angi
Williams, welcomed local
pastors and church lead-
ers to the annual GPISD
Ministers Luncheon. This
luncheon, held to recog-
nize respected members
of the community, pro-

Galena Park ISD
hosts Ministers
Luncheon

vides an opportunity for
collaboration with each
other and GPISD staff.

During the luncheon,
Dr. Williams discussed the
importance of partner-
ships with local organiza-
tions, such as area church-
es, and applauded the
ministers for the positive

impact they have within
the community. The min-
isters were also given the
opportunity to have dis-
cussions and ask ques-
tions about the communi-
ty, schools and the bond.

Thank you to all the
ministers who attended
our Minister’s Luncheon!
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words.

Call 281-328-9605

HELP WANTED

APPLIANCE
TECHNICIAN,
must have his own
truck and tools. Com-
mission on each call
ran. Pay can range
from 1,000 to 2,000 a
week. Must have 3
years experience in
appliance repairs.
Call: 713-453-6969.

                 41-2

GARAGE SALE

SPANISH COVE
Neighborhood Ga-
rage Sale. Huffman-
Crosby area. Nov. 11.
7 am - 3 pm

              43-2

SERVICES

STAINED GLASS
Sold by sq. ft. Call
936-258-5663.

                 42-3

HELP WANTED

LOOKING FOR
dependable-licensed
plumber. Applications
accepted @ 1928 #1
Runnerburg Rd.,
Crosby TX.
Call 281-328-1866.

                41-2

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Screenings to Identify Disabilities
CISD Special Education department provides screenings for children

with suspected disabilities in an effort to identify every student with a
disability who lives within the district’s boundaries.  Crosby ISD is
committed to providing excellence in education to all students, and the
screenings are designed to help identify children who may qualify for
the district’s special education programs.  Eligible students with
disabilities between the ages of 3 and 21 can be provided with services to
ensure their successful participation in school.  These services and
supports may be provided through Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
or through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act.
Special education services are also available starting at birth for eligible
children who have a visual and/or auditory impairment.

If you know a child who may be challenged with a disability, please
contact the Crosby ISD Special Education office at 281 328-9200,
Extension 1108.  If the child is already a student in Crosby ISD, please
contact the counselor at the child’s school.  The counselor will be happy
to assist you.

The special education personnel will coordinate efforts to evaluate the
student and, if eligible, ensure that the student is provided with supports
and services needed to benefit from instruction.

GARAGE SALE

LADIES
clothes, housewares,
baby items and much
more. Saturday, Nov.
18th, 8 am - 5 pm.
2004 Krenek RD.,
Crosby, TX 77532.

             44-2

Only 16
dollars
for 20
words,
40,000
copies.

Call
(281)
328-
9605

Notice
Public Hearing

Business US Highway (BU) 90U
From Interstate Highway 610 to East of Mesa Road

CSJ: 0028-01-067
Harris County, Texas

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Houston District, as the lead agency, is
proposing to widen Business US Highway (BU) 90U from Interstate Highway 610 to east of
Mesa Road, in Houston, Harris County, Texas. The total distance of the project is
apporoximately 1.2 miles. This notice advises the public that environmental documents are
available for public review and that TxDOT will be conducting a public hearing on the
proposed project. The hearing will be held on Tuesday, November 28, 2017, at Furr High
School, 520 Mercury Drive, Houston, TX 77013. Displays will be available for viewing at
5:30 pm with the formal hearing starting at 6:30 pm. The purpose of the hearing is to
present the planned improvements and to receive public comment on the proposed
project.

The project proposes to widen the BU 90U roadway from a four-lane undivided rural
roadway to a six-lane urban facility with a continuous left turn lane. Sidewalks as well as a
curb and gutter drainage system would be constructed as part of the proposed project.
The typical width of the right-of-way (ROW) would increase to 120 feet from an exsiting
typical width of 100 feet. The proposed improvements would potentially require
approximately 3 acres of additional ROW. The purpose of the proposed project is to
reduce congestion and enhance safety in northeast Houston. The proposed project would
potentially displace approximately five businesses. Information about the TxDOT
Relocation Assistance Program, benefits and services for displacees, as well as
information about the tentative schedules for ROW acquisition and construction, can be
obtained from the TxDOT district office at the address listed below. Relocation assistance
is available for displaced persons and businesses. The proposed project will encroach into
the 100-year floodplain of Hunting Bayou.

Any environmental documentation or studies, maps showing the project location and
design, tentative construction schedules, and other information regarding the project are
on file and available for inspection by appointment Monday through Friday between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT Houston District Office, located at 7600
Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007, and at TxDOT’s North Harris Area Office,
located at 16803 Eastex Freeway, Humble, Texas 77396. To schedule an appointment at
the Houston District please contact Hamid Youssefi at (713) 802-5503, or at the North
Harris Area Office contact Mr. John Elam, P.E. at (281) 319-6400. The project information
can also be viewed online at TxDOT’s website:  http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-
involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/112817.html. This information also will be
available for inspection at the hearing. Verbal and written comments from the public
regarding the project are requested and may be presented at the hearing, or submitted in
person or by mail to the TxDOT Houston District Office, Director of Project Development,
P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251, or via email to hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov.
Comments must be received on or before December 13, 2017 to be part of the official
hearing record.

The hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the hearing who
have special communication or accommodation needs, are encouraged to contact the
TxDOT District Public Information Officer at (713) 802-5076. Requests should be made at
least five days prior to the hearing. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate
these needs.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT
pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16,
2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community
Center
Backdraft Rest.
Woodforest
Bank
Conoco Station
Post Office
(outside)

CROSBY:
Library
Community
Center
Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Kroger’s
Community
Bank (2)

HUFFMAN
Exxon Station
Community
Bank

Where can I
pick up a
Star-Courier?

ESTATE SALE

14903 GLOSTER
Dr., Channelview.
Sat. Nov. 11, 8 am - 4
pm. Christmas deco-
rations, antiques,
avon bottles, dryer,
housewares, dinning
set.

Quotes on all types of Printing,
Copying, Mailing

713-977-2555

Harris County Flood Control District Announces the Second Public Meeting for the
Cedar Bayou Flood Risk Reduction Study

The Harris County Flood Control District (HCFCD) will hold its second public meeting of
three for the Cedar Bayou Flood Risk Reduction Study in mid-November. Two meetings will be
conducted in order to accommodate residents living in the Cedar Bayou watershed.  While the
location will vary for the meetings, the same information will be shared at both meetings.
Residents should plan to attend one of the two meetings. The meetings will be held on:

• Monday, November 13, 2017 from 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.* Crosby Community Center
409 Hare Road, Crosby, Texas 77532

• Thursday, November 16, 2017, from 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.* Baytown Community Center
2407 Market Street, Baytown, Texas 77520

The purpose of these meetings is to inform residents about the status of the Cedar Bayou
Flood Risk Reduction Study and share initial data that has been gathered. Please note that
both meeting locations are near the Cedar Bayou watershed; however, both locations are situ-
ated just west of the watershed boundary. This is the second of three rounds of public meetings
for this study. For questions, please contact the HCFCD Project and Study Information Line at
713-684-4040, or fill out the comment form online at www.hcfcd.org/CedarBayouStudy.

* Registration will begin at 6:00 p.m., followed by a presentation that will begin at 6:30 p.m.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

HELP WANTED

FULL TIME
Maintenance Techni-
cian positions needed
in Huffman and Cros-
by. Must have expe-
rience in sheet rock
repairs, painting,
electrical, plumbing,
and ac troubleshoot-
ing and repair. Hand
tools, phone and ve-
hicle are required.
Must be able to pass
background and drug
test.
Competitive Salary
and compensation
package.
Send resume to
writchie@lcjcompanies.com

                  44-2

Classified ADS 281-328-9605
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JOSE
Umaña

LEON
Wilson

JASON
Lowry

FRED
Ramsey

ROBBIE
Turner

T.J.
Roberts

PATRICH
Ammons

PAUL
 Kiessling

Brittany
 Foster

SCOTT
Fannin

DEBBIE
Fannin

MARC
Anthony

TROY
Brett

MARC
Sorelle
Finance Mgr

JON
Hershburger
Pre-Owned Mgr.

ANTHONY
Jordan
Sales Mgr.

DAVID
Mendez
General
Manager

ROBERT
Turner
Owner

20% Off the All
New Spark!

                            2017 CHEVY CREW 1500                                                   #HF135496 EMPLOYEE
PRICE MSRP 47480-42884  GMS-1000 REBATE-1500 SELECT MARKET-1000 BONUS CASH-1000
SELECT CASH -2000 DEALER SPECIAL (FLEX CASH) $36384.00

throughout HCA.
HCA Healthcare Gulf

Coast Division will work
with a local realty firm to
determine the future of the
East Houston Regional
Medical Center property.

It was a difficult deci-
sion not to reopen East
Houston Regional Medical
Center, but one we are con-
fident best serves our pa-

East Houston Hospital
Closed Permanently,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Jacinto City Heritage Hall presents
Seniors Halloween Costume Contest

JACINTO CITY Heritage Hall Seniors Halloween Costume
Contest Winners and Participants. L – R: Pat LeCamus (60’s
Chic), 3rd - Place Dorothie Harding (An Aging Winch), 2nd
- Place - Vivian Cole (A Slice of Cake), Lucila Moctezuma (A
Mysterious Masquerade) and 1st - Place - Isabel Lira (A
Skeleton).

HERITAGE HALL Halloween Costume Judges and Staff. L – R:
Costume Judge Irasema Salinas Vice-President Keep Jacinto
City Clean (KJCCC), JC Heritage Hall staff, Elizabeth Flores
Senior Program Director, Debi Bridgeman and Maria Espinoza
Program Assistants and Costume Judges Teresa Arzapala
KJCCC President, not pictured Rose Ortega and Paula Silva
from Area Agency on Aging.

ed. It was worded like it
was about term limits but
had nothing whatever to
do with it. It passed 96,812
to 27,981 or 77.58 % to
22.42%.

Proposition 4 allows the
legislature to set a waiting
period before the court
may enter a judgement
holding a statue unconsti-
tutional. This passed
82,221 to 40,390.

Proposition 5 allows
professional sports teams
to have their charitable
foundations to host raffles.
It passed 81,195 to 39,785.

Proposition 6 provides
an exemption from proper-
ty taxes to  surviving
spouses of first responders
killed or fatally wounded

ELECTIONS,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

in the line of duty. But if
only crippled they need to
pay in full. It passed
106,323 to 18,683.

The least popular prop-
osition was Proposition 7.
It allows financial institu-
tions to award prizes by lot
to promote savings.  It
passed 80,073 to 42,534 or
65.31% to 34.69%.

A bunch of money was
spent to hold elections that
determine the future of the
area locally and only a stal-
wart few cast a ballot. It
looks as if apathy is the
overwhelming winner in
the off candidate elections.
More turn out to vote for
representatives generally,
which election is to be held
in two years.

at East Houston Regional
Medical Center. Though
the facility has been dam-
aged in the past, we have
rebuilt many times. We’ve
endured three floods since
2000. Our team looked at
every potential option for
continuing to treat pa-
tients at the facility. In the
interest of safety, we have
determined there was no
way to continue operations
at this current site.  It’s
just not the safest way for-
ward for our patients or
our employees. We remain
committed to the East Har-
ris County community,
though. Patients may still
seek care at our Bayshore
Medical Center and Clear
Lake Regional Medical
Center facilities, both of
which are close by.

In addition, manage-
ment and human resourc-
es teams are working
closely with East Houston
Regional Medical Center
employees to identify ca-
reer opportunities in one of
the 16 facilities within the
HCA Healthcare Gulf
Coast Division and

tient population. HCA
Healthcare Gulf Coast Di-
vision remains firmly com-
mitted to the East Houston
community and Bayshore
Medical Center’s essential
role as a community hos-
pital serving East Houston
and surrounding commu-
nities.”

FLOOD WATERS from Hurricane Harvey engulfed
the East Houston Hospital, at left, the hospital
parking lot at center, and the I-10 freeway at
the right. Damage was too extensive to return
to operation, they said.


