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GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY

Channelview Fire Department
receives grant for fire prevention

HERNANDEZ
LEGISLATIVE
TOWN HALL
MEETINGS

Join  State Representative
Ana Hernandez on:

•Tuesday, September 15,
2015 from 6:45 pm - 8:30 pm
at Neighborhood Centers, Inc.
Ripley House, 4410 Navigation,
Houtson, TX. 77011.

Come get an update on
new laws passed during the
84th Legislative Session.

For more information call
713-675-8596.

Freeport Street reconstruction completed

The Galena Park Yel-
low Jackets looked dom-
inant  in  their  35-0
victory over the Scarbor-
ough Spartans Friday
night.

The sparseness of the
Spartan team was evi-
dent on the field. The
Scarborough players

Yellow Jackets swarm to
win over Spartans

On a punt return, senior David Solis broke numerous tackles to score a touchdown.

didn't stand down, but
the well-coached Jack-
ets overwhelmed them
from the beginning.

“It was a win, but we
still have some things to
work on. Right now
we're 1-0. It feels good.
We can enjoy it over the
weekend, but on Mon-

day it's time to prepare
for the next challenge,”
said Dave Handal ,
Head Coach of the Yel-
low Jackets.

The Yellow Jackets
visit the Tomball Me-
morial Wildcats Friday
night at 7:00 PM.

September 1st is a very important day, as it is the
date many laws passed during the 84th Legislative
Session go into effect. Below you will find a summary
of a few of these laws. Unless otherwise noted, each
new law goes into effect today, September 1, 2015.

Please note that the following is not a comprehen-
sive list of all new laws passed by the Texas Legisla-
ture. For information regarding all new laws, please
click on the following link:

http://www.legis.state.tx.us/ or contact our office.
Protecting Our Retirees
The state will increase its contributions to the Em-

ployee Retirement System (ERS), putting the fund clos-
er to full financial health and strengthening retiree
benefits.

Cracking Down On Human Trafficking
Human traffickers will face increased criminal and

civil penalties; these include stricter felony counts and
seizure of traffickers’ financial assets hidden behind
shell corporations. Additional help and resources for
trafficking victims will also be established.

Employer Requirements for Working Mothers
All public employers in Texas, such as school districts

and state agencies, will now be required to provide ac-
commodations for employees that need to pump breast
milk at work. This will help retain talented employees
by making workplaces more mother-friendly.

Faster Access to 911
Multiline telephone systems — like the ones in ho-

tels and offices — where you would normally have to
dial another number first to get an outside line, will
now be required to have direct 911 dialing services.

Controlling Prescription Medicine Costs
The state will begin a pilot program allowing people

State Rep. Ana Hernandez, District 143

New Laws took effect
September 1, 2015

See NEW LAWS, page 8

Channelview Fire Department received a $1,500 dollar fire
prevention grant from LyondellBasell corporation. The funding
for this grant will be used to purchase fire prevention items to
educate the local schools in Channelview. Pictured from left to
right: Gerald Sherman, David Gray, Richard Austin, Scott Buch-
man, and Todd Monette.

NC CHAMBER
LUNCHEON

Friday, September 4, 2015,
11:30 a.m. San
Jacinto College
N., 5800 Uval-
de Rd., 77049.
Speaker Pct. 2
Commissioner
Jack Morman.

MAN
INJURED IN
ROAD RAGE
SHOOTING

A man was injured in a pos-
sible road range shooting in
northeast Houston last Satur-
day, Houston Police reported.

The man made a stop at at
red light at the intesection of
Fidelity and Market St. around
11:30 p.m. when a car pulled
up and opened fire, shooting
several times through the pas-
senger’s side window, police
said.

The victim was able to drive
away, north on the East Loop
to Wallisville Road where he
pulled into a parking lot and
asked for help.

Emergency personnel ar-
rived, the victim was taken to
the hospital in serious condi-
tion. The shooter got away.

GO BIG OR GO HOME FOUNDATION

Huge crowd attends Cody
Stephens Foundation benefit

A sell-out crowd attended last Saturday’s Go
Big or Go Home Foundation’s benefit auction and
awards ceremony, at the American Legion Hall in
Crosby. After the death of Scott Stephen’s son
Cody, he has worked for 3 years to raise funds to
pay for EKG heart screenings for student athletes
in local schools. This auction was attended by
about 500 people, and raised a gross amount of
over $200,000 according to Scott. Funds pay for
education and screenings.

ABOVE, Texas Legislators Wayne
Smith and Dan Huberty are thanked
by Scott for their efforts to pass HB876,
which would have required EKG
screenings. The bottom photo is a
neon Logo of Cody’s #76.

FINISHED! Pct. 2 Commissioner Jack Morman, center, and Constable Ken Jones, hold
the ceremonial scissors to cut the ribbon signifying the completion and opening of the
rebuilt Freeport Street. With the commissioner are officials from Harris County, and com-
munity leaders from the North Channel/Channelview area that were present for the origi-
nal groundbreaking in November 2013.

NORTH CHANNEL –
The first issue of the North
Channel Star, dated Dec. 4,
2013 headlined the
groundbreaking of a major
redevelopment project, the
rebuilding of Freeport
Street and related storm
drainage, sidewalks and
curbs. The actual date of
the groundbreaking was
Nov. 6, 2013.

Now 22 months later,
the project is complete, and
many of the community
leaders that were present
before joined Pct. 2 Com-
missioner Jack Morman on
Thursday morning, Aug. 27
to cut the ribbon to ceremo-
nially open the street to
the public.

The street project was
funded by federal money
after Hurricane Ike dam-
aged the area, and was ad-
ministered by the Texas
General Land Office and
HUD, according to Mor-
man. The total cost of the

project was about $12.8
million, and the general
contractor was Allgood
Construction Co. Engi-

neers were R. G. Miller
Engineers, and Dannen-
baum Engineering. Harris
County was represented

on the project by HCCSD
Director David Turkel, and
Engineer Art Storey origi-
nally, and John Blount af-

ter his retirement. Pct. 2
road and bridge represen-
tative was Jeremy Phillips.

Beside the new paving
of the three concrete lanes,
the contract also called for
curbs and storm drains.

Pct. 2 also repaved
many streets in the Clover-
leaf area during this time,
with money from the
Better2Streets 2Neighbor-
hoods county funds.

Morman addressed the
crowd of community lead-
ers and involved parties
before the ribbon cutting,
at the Leon Grayson Com-
munity Center. North
Channel Chamber board
chairman Kim Gonzalez
acted as master of ceremo-
nies, and hosted a recep-
tion following the
ceremony, in the communi-
ty center.

The new street paving
runs from the I-10 East
Freeway frontage road, to
Holly Park.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide

*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE FUNDED
HOME HEALTH CARE

Physical Therapy Position Available
Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

House Bill 1794, became
law on Sept. 1, it sets a
five-year statute of limita-
tions and cap payouts at
about $2 million when
counties sue companies
that have fouled their wa-
ter or air. Gov. Gregg Ab-
bott signed the bill in a
public ceremony.

Rep.  Charlie Geren, R-
Fort Worth,  and Sen.
Kelly Hancock, R-North
Richland Hills, pushed the
bil l  through both the
House and Senate, draw-
ing little debate.

Proponents say that
curbing the civil penalties
assessed on top of those
state regulators issues will
help the economy of cer-
tain companies.

AUSTIN – The Texas
Department of Transporta-
tion reminds drivers that
law enforcement officers
across the state are out in
full force looking for drunk
drivers in the weeks lead-
ing up to Labor Day, Sept.
7. Last year in Texas, 21
people were killed and 42
were seriously injured in
338 alcohol-related crash-
es over the Labor Day hol-
iday.

“Labor Day weekend is
a fun time for family and
friends to celebrate, but
you absolutely must have
a sober-ride plan if you’re
going to consume alcohol,”
said TxDOT Executive Di-
rector LtGen Joe Weber,
USMC (Ret). “Too many
people are killed on our
roads each year – especial-
ly during holidays – due to

Law enforcement to crack
down on drunk drivers
during Labor Day holiday

impaired driving. These
crashes are inexcusable
and 100-percent prevent-
able. We are grateful to
our law enforcement offic-
ers who will be keeping
Texans safe by pulling
over and arresting im-
paired drivers.”

Many Texas communi-
ties implement “no-refus-
al” programs over Labor
Day weekend, authorizing
law enforcement officials
to obtain blood samples
from suspected drunk
drivers and motorcyclists.
Drivers convicted of DWI
in Texas face costs up to
$17,000 plus possible jail
time, limited career pros-
pects and loss of driver’s
license.

TxDOT strongly en-
courages everyone to have
a plan for a sober ride be-

fore going out.
Visit SoberRides.org to

locate alternatives to drink-
ing and driving, including:

• Calling a taxi or using
a transportation app on
your smartphone.

• Using mass transit.
• Asking a sober friend

or family member for a ride
home.

• Spending the night.
For more information,

contact TxDOT Media Re-
lations at
MediaRelations@txdot.gov
or (512) 463-8700.

The information con-
tained in this report repre-
sents reportable data
collected from the Texas
Peace Officer's Crash Re-
port (CR-3). This informa-
tion was received and
processed by the depart-
ment as of July 17, 2015.

Home to the nation’s
largest petrochemical
complex, the county re-
ceives about 1,500 citizen
complaints about pollu-
tion each year, and em-
ploys four attorneys to
handle environmental lit-
igation and compliance.
Smaller counties typical-
ly rely only on outside le-
gal help in environmental
cases.

About 50 years ago,
Texas lawmakers gave lo-
cal governments the pow-
er to bring civil suits
against companies for vi-
olating environmental
laws, and Harris County
has often used that au-
thority.

State environmental vi-

olations that result in a law
suit requires the state to
join in as a "necessary and
indispensable party."

In the past five years,
Harris County has brought
about 10 such cases per
year, with penalties aver-
aging about $61,000 per
case. But several high-pro-
file environmental cases
have resulted in bigger set-
tlements with the county,
including a January agree-
ment with AT&T for about
$5 million over leaking
storage tanks.

In the last year, Harris
County won a lawsuit
against polluters in the San
Jacinto River, extracting
$29.4 million in a settle-
ment.

House Bill 1794 will
curb county lawsuits Harris County Tax As-

sessor-Collector Mike Sul-
livan says living, building
and working in Houston
has become increasingly
expensive.

 “The Harris County
Appraisal District (HCAD)
certified the 2015 apprais-
al roll. Be on the lookout
for tax bills in the mail, the
first week of November,”
said Mike Sullivan.

 According to HCAD
Chief Appraiser Sand
Stiefer, the total taxable
value for property in Har-
ris County has increased
12% since last year. In
2014, the value was $349.9
billion. In 2015, that num-
ber climbed to $392.2 bil-
lion.

Get Ready for Higher Tax Bills
More costly to live, do business in Houston

 The average residential home tax bill will increase
approximately $310.

 Average Residential Home Appraised Values:

 Average Home Value Tax Bill
2014 $ 133,147 $3,243
2015 $ 149,867 $3,553

Residential properties, which are single family homes,
make up 41 percent of the county’s tax base, apartments
are 8 percent and commercial properties are approxi-
mately 25 percent.

Residential Properties 15% up
Commercial Properties 12% up
Apartments 19% up

The Harris County Tax Assessor-Collector’s Office
Property Tax Division maintains approximately 1.7 mil-
lion tax accounts and collects property taxes for 71 tax-
ing entities including Harris County. For the 2014 tax
year, the Tax Assessor-Collector’s Office collected more
than $5 billion in property taxes.

Rotary’s Chinquapin
Interact club very active

ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGES LIMITED TO $2 MILLION

INTERACT is the high school club sponsored by Rotary clubs nationally. In
Highlands, Rotary sponsors a club at Chinquapin School, and at Goose
Creek Memorial. ABOVE, the Chinquapin attended a recent Rotary
luncheon, and reported on the activities of their club. L to R, Advisor Yoli
Bartholome, Ahmad Hill, Elizabeth Bernal, Alejandro Izaguirre, Analilia
Rojas, Rotary Club President Larry White, and Yasmin Rojas. The club has
about 35 students, and meets weekly. Activities have included helping
with Baytown Special Rodeo, Highlands Chili Feast, visits to Mountbatten
House, Wreaths Across America, and Books for the World.
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MONDAYS

Galena Park
Senior Dance

Senior Dance is every Mon-
day at the Alvin D. Building,
1302  Keene St., Galena Park.
7 pm - 9 pm. No cover charge.
Live band Country music. Call
for more information: 713-455-
7335.

2nd & 4th THURSDAY

San Jacinto
Pilot Club

San Jacinto Pi lot Club
meets 2nd and 4th Thursdays
at noon at the Galena Park ISD
Administration Building.

SEPTEMBER

Galena Park
Library events
-September 7 - CLOSED
-Sep.  9 ,  Wed. ,  10 :1  am,
Computación básica; 11 am,
Children’s Story Time; 1:30 pm,
Computers Basics; 4 pm, Get
Active.
-Sep. 10, Thur., 10 am , Baby
Time.
Please call the library at 713-
450-0982 for more details.

The library is located at
1500 Keene St. Galena Park, TX.
77547.

SEPTEMBER

North Channel
Library events

- M o n d a y ,  S e p .  7 ,
CLOSED

-Tue., Sep. 8, 10:30 am,
Toddler Time; 1:30 pm, Pre-
school Story Time.

-Thu., Sep. 10, 10:30 am,
Baby Time; 4:30 pm, Teens:
Blanket Program.

Library is located at
15741 Wallisville Rd., Hous-
ton, TX. 77049. Call 281-
457-1631 for more informa-
tion.

COMMUNITY
EVENTS

CLUBS, ORGANIZATIONS

HOUSTON, TX- Today,
House Bill 941, passed by
Representative Ana Her-
nandez this year, went
into effect. The bill ex-
pands the state’s CODIS
DNA database to include
individuals convicted of
certain assaultive and
sexual offenses, such as
Enticement of a Child.

“This law brings twen-
ty-first century technolo-
gy to bear on serious
public safety issues,” Her-
nandez said. “We now
have an important tool
with which to exonerate
innocent persons, bring
perpetrators to justice,
and prevent future crimes
by repeat sexual offend-
ers.”

DNA is generally used
to solve crimes in one of
two ways.  In cases where
a suspect is identified, a
sample of that person’s
DNA can be compared to

Houston, September 1,
2015 - Today, Senate Bill
(SB) 1135, the Relation-
ship Privacy Act, went
into effect. Senator Sylvia
Garcia authored the bill to
help stop the disturbing
trend of nonconsensual
disclosure of sexually ex-
plicit images on the inter-
net. This is usually done
with the specific intent to
gain revenge and harm
the depicted person and
without the consent of the
depicted person. Thus,
this practice has been
commonly referred to as
"revenge pornography."
Victims' images are com-
monly posted along with
information such as their
name, contact informa-
tion, and links to their so-
cial media profiles. To add
insult to injury, "revenge
porn websites" are further
preying on victims by
charging fees to remove
the sexually explicit imag-
es from the internet. SB
1135 establishes criminal
penalties and civil reme-
dies for this reprehensible
practice.

"Posting a nude or sex-
ually explicit photo of
someone on the internet

HOUSTON – Donations
such as a recent $25,000
scholarship fund from the
PVF Roundtable allow San
Jacinto College’s pipefit-
ting program to continue to
meet industry workforce
training needs.

The PVF Roundtable is
an organization of industry
professionals involved in
the pipe, valve and fitting
industry. PVF Roundtable
member companies pre-
pare for the future by pro-
viding funds to educational
and training institutes to
encourage the growth of
the PVF field.

“The PVF Roundtable is
looking to positively im-
pact the lives of people by
supporting educational
partners like San Jacinto
College,” commented
Harold Armstrong, PVF
Roundtable vice president.
“We look to such institu-
tions to provide well-
trained graduates who
become solid, dependable
employees.”

Armstrong said the
pipefitting, and pipefitting
fabrication industry pro-
vides well-paying careers
that are in high demand,
and provide excellent job
security. “By providing
scholarship funding, the
PVF Roundtable enables
students to learn a skilled
craft trade, and not only
improve their lives, but
also enrich our communi-
ty,” he added. “We look at
it as a solid return-on-in-
vestment, and it’s a win-
win for industry, San
Jacinto College, and the
community.”

San Jacinto College’s
pipefitting program pre-
pares graduates to enter
the construction industry
as entry-level pipefitters or
pipefitting fabricators –
workers who fabricate, in-
stall, and maintain pipes
that carry chemical prod-
ucts, steam, acids, and gas-
es. Such pipes are mostly
used in manufacturing,
commercial, and industri-
al settings. In general, a
pipefitter maintains and
repairs existing pipe sys-
tems, whereas a pipefitting
fabricator can provide
maintenance, and can also

$25,000 donation helps San Jacinto
College provide workforce training

fabricate a new system.
According to Texas

Workforce Commission
(TWC) data, the average
salary for pipefitters in the
Texas Gulf Coast region is
$24.21 per hour, or $50,349
per year. According to the
TWC labor market site, the
demand for pipefitters in
the Gulf Coast region is
above average.

San Jacinto College’s
pipefitting program en-
ables graduates to earn a
Pipefitting Fabricator
Marketable Skill Achieve-
ment Award. The program
includes four courses that
contain 64 contact hours
each, meaning that the
achievement award re-
flects a total of 256 overall
contact hours (actual class-
room time). The four cours-
es are: Basic Pipefitting
Skills; Pipefitting Fabrica-
tion and Blueprint Read-
ing; Advanced Pipefitting
Standards, Specifications
and Installation; and Ad-
vanced Pipefitting Fabrica-
tion and Installation. A
“fast track” schedule en-
ables students to earn the
pipefitting achievement
award in one Fall or Spring
term.

“We researched the cur-
rent job market projections
for the program and found
that pipefitters are on the
Governor’s State Targeted
Occupations top 25 list,”
commented Eddie Foster,
North Campus industrial
technology department
chair.

According to the U.S.
Bureau of Labor and Sta-
tistics, employment of
plumbers, pipefitters, and
steamfitters is projected to
grow 26 percent from 2010
to 2020, faster than the
average for all occupations.
The TWC labor market site
indicates that from 2010 to
2020 the need for plumb-
ers, pipefitters, and steam-
fitters in the Gulf Coast
area will grow by 2,190
jobs, which is an increase
of 21.1 percent. The jobs
require a high school diplo-
ma and post-secondary
training. According to Gulf
Coast Workforce Solutions,
pipefitters are among the
largest and highest paid
construction occupations.

Ruth Keenan, executive
director of the San Jacinto
College Foundation, ex-
pressed appreciation for
the scholarship donation
from the PVF Roundtable.
“Support from our indus-
try partners is invaluable
to San Jacinto College,”
Keenan commented. “We
are so thankful for this
generous gift from the PVF
Roundtable. Working to-
gether leads to a better fu-
ture for our students, their
families, and our commu-
nity.”

For more information
about pipefitting courses
and degree plans at San
Jacinto College, please vis-
it sanjac.edu/career/pipe-
fitting-fabricator.

San Jacinto College student Paul Weilacher, right, works on a class
project under the supervision of pipefitting instructor Jay Nguong
Nguyen.

     Photo by Rob Vanya.

CAPITOL UPDATE

New DNA database law
now in effect, will prevent
and solve crimes

evidence from the crime
scene.  In cases where a
suspect has not yet been
identified, biological evi-
dence from the crime scene
can be analyzed and com-
pared to offender profiles in
DNA databases.  Crime
scene evidence can also be
linked to other crime scenes
through the use of DNA da-
tabases.

Rep. Ana Hernandez
represents District 143 in
the Texas House of Repre-
sentatives and is serving
her fifth term.  She serves
on the House Committee on
Judiciary and Civil Juris-
prudence and the House
Committee on Pensions.
District 143 includes part of
Houston, Channelview,
Cloverleaf and the cities of
Galena Park and Jacinto
City.

Senator Sylvia Garcia's
Relationship Privacy Act
(SB 1135) now effective

without their permission is
an evil and destructive vio-
lation of trust. My hope is
that the civil and criminal
penalties provided for un-
der the Relationship Priva-
cy Act deter this heinous
conduct from ever occur-
ring again in Texas. How-
ever, should some coward
choose to defy all decency
in a petty attempt to get
revenge, I take some com-
fort in knowing that the Act
gives law enforcement and
prosecutors the tools they
need to get justice for the
victims."

"I would also like to
again thank the brave vic-
tims of 'revenge pornogra-
phy' that came forward and
shared their stories. This
law could not have passed
without their courage."

SENATOR SYLVIA R.
GARCIA

State Senator Sylvia R.
Garcia was sworn into of-
fice in 2013. Senator Gar-
c ia  represents  Senate
District 6 and previously
held office as Houston City
Controller from 1998-2002
and County Commissioner
from 2002 - 2010.

It’s time to pull out your
golf clubs for a good cause.
The Channelview Indepen-
dent School District’s Ed-
ucation Scholarship
Foundation will host the
18th annual B.H. Hamblen
Scholarship Golf Tourna-
ment on Oct. 12.

The Foundation is seek-
ing teams and sponsors to
participate in this year’s
tournament.  Registration
and lunch will be held from
10:45-11:45 a.m. The four-
player scramble will begin
at 12 p.m. Door prizes and
award presentations will
follow at the end of the
event.

Last year’s tournament
raised more than $27,000
and 81 scholarships of
$750 were awarded to
graduating Channelview
High School seniors. The
tournament has raised
over $382,000 for scholar-
ships over the past 17
years.

The sponsorship levels
are as follows:

-Platinum Corporate
Sponsor - $5,000

-Gold Corporate Spon-
sor - $2,500

Players, sponsors sought for
Channelview scholarship tournament

-Silver Corporate Spon-
sor - $1,000

Par Sponsor – $450
• 4 player packages (1

team)
• Sponsorship of 1 hole
• Sponsor board listing
Individual Player Pack-

age – $100
• 18 holes of golf with

cart
• Lunch
• On-course refresh-

ments
• 2 mulligans and on-

course “specials”
Hole Sponsorship – $100
• A sign with your name

or company name will be
displayed on one of the

tee boxes.
Drink Cart Sponsorship

– $250
• A sign with your name

or company name will be
displayed on one of the

drink carts that will be
driven around the golf
course during the tourna-
ment.

Putting Green Sponsor-
ship – $250

• A sign with your name
or company name will be
displayed on the practice

putting green.
Cash prizes will be

awarded to the first, sec-
ond, third and fourth place
teams. The fifth through
eighth place teams will re-
ceive trophies.

For additional informa-
tion about playing in the
tournament or sponsorship
information, please contact
Jimmy Smith at 281-960-
3714, Fred Hubbard at
281-773-0883 or Pam Hall
at 281-860-3802. Any door
prize or tee gift donations
will also be gladly accept-
ed.

SATURDAY NIGHTS

The Buckshot
Jamboree

Enjoy Classic Country music
every Satutday night from 7 pm
- 10 pm with The Buckshot Jam-
boree at 7414 Hartman near
Old Beaumont Highway. More
info,  call 281-458-0729 or 832-
444-5000.

North Shore
Rotary Golf
Tournament
Mark Mulloy Memorial
Golf Tournament will take
place Thursday, October 29,
2015 at Red Wolf Run Golf
Resort (Huffman).
11:00 AM Regist rat ion,
Lunch, Meeting (short)
1:00 PM Shotgun
E-mail to:
terridenny66@yahoo.com
or call (713) 705-9731 for
more iformation.

McDonald’s Offers
Free Coffee for
Teachers

All teachers who present
a valid I.D. can receive one
free McCafe hot or iced Pre-
mium Roast Coffee every
Monday during September.
This offer is good at any time
of day at participating Mc-
Donald’s in the Greater
Houston area.

McDonald’s appreciates
all of the hard work teach-
ers do and would like to
thank them by offering free
coffee.
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New! Crosby Antique Mall
Antiques • Collectibles

and Unique Items
Crosby Street Dance
Oct. 17, Noon ‘til 10pm

Open Tuesday – Saturday
10pm –5pm

5600 S. Main in
Old Town Crosby, TX

AUSTIN — Texas Attor-
ney General Ken Paxton
on Aug. 27 entered a plea
of not guilty on felony
charges of securities fraud
at his arraignment in Fort
Worth.

Tarrant County 396th
State District Court Judge
George Gallagher gave
Paxton until Sept. 30 to an-
swer to the charges.

Paxton is accused of en-
couraging two individuals
to buy stock in Severgy, a
Collin County-based tech-
nology firm, and being
compensated for his ac-
tions without being regis-
tered as an investment
advisor in accordance with
Security and Exchange
Commission regulations.
Also Paxton is accused of
falsely giving prospective
investors the impression
that he was an investor in
Severgy.

The Texas Rangers
turned over evidence gath-
ered during an investiga-
tion that ensued when a
formal complaint against
Paxton, the state’s top le-
gal officer, was lodged in
April by Texans for Public
Justice, an Austin-based
government watchdog
group. Paxton was indict-
ed by a Collin County
grand jury on July 28.

Court proceedings were
moved from Collin County
to Tarrant County because
of Paxton’s closeness to the
courts in Collin County.
Paxton served as a state
senator representing Col-
lin County from January
2013 until he was elected
attorney general in No-
vember 2014. He served as
the state representative
for Collin County and part
of Dallas County from
2003 to 2013.

UT removes Davis
statue

A bronze statue of Jef-
ferson Davis, president of
the Confederate States of
America from 1861 to
1865, was removed from
the Main Mall of the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin
on Aug. 30.

In an Aug. 29 media ad-
visory, UT President Gre-
gory Fenves said the statue

The Pool
Build
- Part 2

When the first
bit of dirt was scooped
from the red dirt
ground, my heart felt
like it stopped.

“No turning
back now,” I thought as
the excavator operator
efficiently moved soil
from the  spot where the
pool is to an ever-
growing pile of dirt that
flanks the hole.  Quietly
I contemplate the fact
that I’ve never built a
pool and momentarily I
feel overwhelmed.

The dig goes
predictably well as the
site is clean and free
from any utility lines.
In a few short hours, the
rough beginnings of a
water conservation pool
that doubles as a
swimming area lies
before me.

I spent the next
few late afternoons
moving dirt around in
order to perfect the site.
Ultimately, I want to
control the water coming
into the pool.  Unlike a
dirt stock pond which
relies on overhead water
flowing downhill to fill
it, I built the soil up
around the hole to make
the overhead water run
away from the hole.  As
such, the edge of the
pool is the highest point
in that part of the yard.
Now, any time a deluge
happens, excess water
runs away from the pool
and won’t stain the
water with soil, grass,
bugs, or oner foreign
material.  Instead, I’ll
get most of the water
from a series of sluices
that brings clean
rainwater from the roof
whenever it rains.

When Saturday
came, my brother Bubba
and I tackle the project
with fervor.  We moved
more dirt to shape the
site at large, we in-
stalled underlayment
and then manhandled
the 900 pound liner and
worked on the various
pool elements one at a
time.  The progress was
predictably slow but
there was progress
nonetheless.

“Organic” is a
term that’s way over-
used but it is appropri-
ate when I think of this
pool and how it’s been
built.  Organic can be
used to describe the fact
that when complete, it
uses a natural and
organic way to clean the
water.  Organic can also
be used to describe the
pool design. Although it
started with a broad
idea in mind, elements
like the shape and
associated landscaping
will ultimately come
together as the sur-
rounding landscape
speaks to me and
aesthetic decisions are
made on the fly.

After two
weekends of twelve-plus
hour days, Bubba and I
have made significant
progress.  The liner is in,
we’ve framed and built
the swim walls, the
plumbing is in, and the
filter medium (pea
gravel) is installed.
Rough as it is, it’s
looking like an inviting
place.

✯

With Russell
A. Graves

TEXAS

Attorney General Paxton
pleads not guilty to charges

would be placed in an in-
door educational display at
the Briscoe Center for
American History on the
university campus. The
decision, in line with a
multi-state trend to re-
move symbols of the pro-
slavery Confederacy from
government-controlled
properties, was made after
Travis County 250th State
District Court Judge Karin
Crump rejected a petition
by the Sons of Confederate
Veterans to prevent the re-
location of the statue.
Plans are to refurbish the
statute and install it at the
Briscoe Center within the
next 18 months.

Fenves also said the
statue of President Wood-
row Wilson, displayed op-
posite the Davis statue, is
being moved to preserve
the symmetry of the Main
Mall plaza and will be po-
sitioned elsewhere on cam-
pus. Statues of Robert E.
Lee and three other Con-
federate figures remain in
place on the Main Mall.

Comptroller seeks
opinion

State Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on Aug. 26
announced he is seeking
an opinion from the Office
of the Texas Attorney Gen-
eral regarding Gov. Greg
Abbott’s June 20 veto of
certain items in the 2016-
2017 state budget.

Abbott cut some $295

million from House Bill 1,
the General Appropria-
tions Act, for a wide range
of items, such as contin-
gent riders for bills that
did not pass, projects that
could be funded through
other sources and duplica-
tive appropriations.

In his announcement,
Hegar noted that the Leg-
islative Budget Board’s
staff had raised questions
as to whether the vetoes
exceeded the governor’s
authority under the Texas
Constitution.  The LBB
staff ’s job is to serve the
fiscal policy and analysis
needs of the Texas Legis-
lature.

“I am seeking clarity
and requesting guidance
from the Attorney Gener-
al’s Office. This is a consti-
tutional issue that goes to
the heart of separation of
powers within Texas gov-
ernment,” Hegar said.

More Hispanics take
ACT

Texas Education Agen-
cy on Aug. 26 announced
that more Texas Hispanic
students in the 2015 grad-
uating class took the ACT
college admission test than
any other student demo-
graphic, according to a re-
port released by ACT, the
Iowa City, Iowa-based or-
ganization that owns and
controls the test.

Of the 124,764 Texas
students who took the test,
almost 40 percent (48,934)
were Hispanic. “It’s the
second consecutive year
where the number of His-
panic students represent-
ed the highest number of
examinees of any racial
ethnic group,” according to
the announcement.

Also, since 2011, Texas
has seen a 22.8 percent in-
crease in ACT test-taking
graduates among all stu-
dent groups.

Additional training
required

Texas Department of
Public Safety on Aug. 28
announced the Sept. 1
launch date of the new
Impact Texas Teen Driver
program, requiring driver’s
license applicants who
complete a teen-age driv-
er education course to
watch a two-hour program
that promotes awareness
of the dangers of distract-
ed driving and afterward
print a certificate of com-
pletion.

DPS Director Steven
McCraw said, “This new
component of teen driver
education underscores the
risks of distracted driving,
and is designed to provide
young and inexperienced
drivers with additional in-
formation and skills to
help keep them and others
safe on the road.”

(NAPSI)—So long,
sweet summer, school
is back in session!
We’re trading our
beach bags for back-
packs and getting back
into our fall routines of
afterschool sports
practice, band lessons,
dance class and, of
course, homework. To
help ease the transi-
tion from summer fun
to back-to-school and
get your kids excited
about learning at
home, check out these
fun and easy DIY
projects from Krylon®.

“Brag” Board
Turn an old bulletin

board into a magnetic
reward board that will
have your kids on their
best behavior for those
gold stars.

1. Remove any
attached hardware
with a screwdriver or
other tool as needed.

2. Turn the bulletin
board over and remove
the backing.

3. Give your board a
pop of color by spray
painting it your child’s
favorite color (Krylon’s
COVERMAXX™ fast-
drying spray paint is
available in nearly 100
different colors!).

4. Spray the backing
board with Krylon
Magnetic Primer to
create a surface that
lightweight magnets
will stick to. Be sure to
shake the can for
several minutes before
spraying and shake
often during use.

5. Once it dries, use
sticker letters or puffy
paint to personalize
the board and create a
tracker or chart of
activities.

6. Reattach the
backing to the frame
and hardware.

7. Dress up the
board with magnets
and pin your child’s
rewards for good
behavior and A+
grades!

Paint Their Way To
Straight A’s

Ready, Set, Draw
This time, drawing

on the table is OK! Let
your little artists go to
work on this DIY dry
erase table. Make
learning more exciting
by practicing the
alphabet or multiplica-
tion on this traditional-
ly off-limits surface.

1. Find an old desk
or table with a smooth
wood or plastic surface.

2. Cover the tabletop
in Krylon Dry Erase
Paint to create an
instant easel for
artistic expression.
Even better, Krylon
Dry Erase Clear spray
paint comes in a clear
gloss finish so users
can apply it to any
suitable hard surface
without distorting its
original color and
appearance.

3. Let the tabletop
dry for a week before
use.

4. Use any dry erase
markers on the table
and learn and draw,
worry-free!

Open the Door to
Learning

Don’t have room for
a big chalkboard?
Make the most out of
the doors in your home
by turning them into a
chalkboard! Your kids
will love using this
unique writing surface
for their artwork, to-do
lists and homework
assignments.

1. Choose a door that
has a relatively flat
surface or flat panels.

2. Choose your
Krylon Chalkboard
paint color from colors
such as green, black,
clear or blue.

3. Spray Krylon
Chalkboard paint on
the back of your door,
making sure to tape off
areas that shouldn’t
get exposed. Let paint
dry for a week before
using.

4. Gather the family;
school is now in session
with your new chalk-
board.
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Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS

P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX
281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565, Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

Your ad could be here
Just $10 a week.

Call 281-328-9605 to
find out more information.

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m.-1p.m.

KWIK KAR OIL & LUBE

Operated By Chris & Jennifer
Arnold

11525 Eagle Drive
281-385-LUBE (5823)

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church

All Invited to Worship with Us

SUNDAY    Holy Eucharist Rite II     9:00 am
SUNDAY                    Coffee Hour     10:00 am
Spanish Service/Holy Eucharist        11:00 pm

13125 INDIANAPOLIS ST., HOUSTON, 77015

sttimsinhouston.com

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive    281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

Your BUSINESS Ad in the
GRAFIKPRESS

NEWSPAPERS will be seen
by 25,000 readers weekly.

Call 281-328-9605 to
talk with our Ad
Representative.

ROOF LEAKING

1-844-938-7663
All Roof Types Repairs

Call Mr. Roofer

1-844-WET ROOF

281-452-0000

OBITUARIES
✯

✯
LITTLE

BIDDY BITS
By Danny Biddy

Ralph Wayne Blaha 64,
of Crosby, Texas went to be
with the Lord on August
29, 2015.

Ralph was born on Au-
gust 13, 1951 in Beau-
mont, Texas to Hubert J.
and Mary Belle (Barnett)
Blaha. Ralph graduated
Crosby High School and
was a member of the First
Baptist Church in Crosby.

Ralph worked as a truck
driver for many years and
in his free time he enjoyed
hunting, taking pictures of
and feeding birds and most
of all he loved to spend
time with his family, espe-
cially his grandchildren
who he loved very much.
Ralph had a great sense of
humor and was a very loy-
al, strong, witty and caring
man who will be deeply
missed by all who knew
him.

He is preceded in death
by his father, Hubert Bla-
ha; brother-in-law, Mike
Davenport and nephews,
Jason and Jared Blaha.

Ralph is survived by his
loving wife, Pam Daven-
port Blaha; his mother,
Mary Belle Blanchard and
her husband James; sister,
Debbie Churchill and hus-
band Johnny and their
children; brother, Terry
Blaha; brother, Jimmy
Blaha and wife Jan; moth-
er  and father- in- law,
Travis and Geraldine Dav-
enport; brother-in-law,
Ronnie Davenport and his
wife Donna and their three
daughters and their fami-
lies; sister-in-law, Melinda
Arwine and her daughter

Donald Patrick Roberts,
age 48, went to be with the
Lord on Friday August 28,
2015.

He was born in Fort
Worth, Texas on May 9,
1967 to Grace Waters Rob-
erts and Donald Thomas
Roberts. He enjoyed water
related activities, spending
time at the Hill country
and at the lake house with
his beloved wife, he was a
kind, attentive, loving and
loyal husband and will be
deeply missed by all who
knew him. He is preceded
in death by his parents.

Don is survived by his
loving wife, Cynthia Rob-
erts; his half-sister Mari-
lyn Nelson; three nieces,
other relatives and many
friends.

A Celebration of Life
Service will be held in Ster-
ling-White Funeral Home
Chapel 11011 Crosby-
Lynchburg Rd. Highlands,
on Wednesday  morning
September 9, 2015 at
10:00 a.m. Interment will
be in Sterling-White Cem-
etery. Arrangements en-
trusted to Sterling-White
Funeral Home 11011 Cros-
by-Lynchburg Rd. High-
lands, Texas 77562.

To offer condolences to
the family, please visit
www.sterlingwhite.com. In
lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the  Lu-
pus Foundation or to the
S.P.C.A.

New Best
Friend

Jerry stopped by the
church office unannounced

CHURCH LISTINGS
Crosby, Highlands, Huffman,
Baytown

ANGLICAN CHURCH
• Church of the Resurrection,
meeting at Crosby Brethren
Church, 5202 1st Street, Cros-
by. 832-661-9693.
APOSTOLIC CHURCH
• First Apostolic Church of High-
lands, 1211 S. Main St. High-
lands. 281-426-4133
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
• Crosby Gospel Assembly, 633
Kenning Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
2516
• First Assembly of God, 406 N.
Magnolia St., Highlands, 281-
426-3170
• Gospel Lighthouse, 8218
John Martin Rd., Baytown, 281-
421-1168
BAPTIST
• Calvary Baptist, 2217 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3409
• Highlands Baptist, 111 E. Ca-
nal Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
2470
• Northeast Freeway Baptist,
1635 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2723
• Unity Baptist, 2625 Broad Dr.,
Highlands, 281-426-4223
• Iglesia Bautista Comunidad,
5323 Highway 90, Crosby, 281-
421-9810. “Venid y te Harem-
os Bien”
BAPTIST-Missionary
• Antioch Missionary Baptist,
2500 Harris St., Highlands,
281-426-6565.
•  First Missionary Baptist
Church, 301 Cypress Avenue,
Crosby, 281-462-7634.
• Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist,
315 Nod, Crosby, 281-328-
4650
• True Vine Missionary Baptist,
404 Oak Ave., Crosby, 281-
328-7637
• Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church,  12418 Crosby Rd.,
Crosby, 281-328-1851
BAPTIST-Southern
• First Baptist- Crosby, 615
Runneberg Rd.,Crosby, 281-
328-2564
• First Baptist- Highlands, N.
Magnolia at Wallisville, High-
lands, 281-426-4551
• First Baptist- Huffman, 25503
FM 2100, Huffman, 281-324-
1888
• Northside Baptist, 317 Bar-
bers Hill Rd., Highlands, 281-
426-5415
• Second Baptist, 400 E. Wall-
isville Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
5557
• Crosby New Hope Baptist
Church, 18319 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-6086
BRETHREN
• Crosby Brethren, 5202 1st St.,
Crosby, 281-328-2442

CATHOLIC
• Holy Family, 7122 Whiting
Rock, Baytown, 281-426-8448
• Sacred Heart, 915 Runneberg
Rd., Crosby, 281-328-4871
• St. Martin De Porres, 12606
FM 2100, Crosby, 281-328-
4451
• St. Jude Thaddeus, 800 S.
Main St. , Highlands, 281-843-
2422
• St. Phillip the Apostle, 2308
3rd St.,Huffman, 281-324-1478
CHURCH OF CHRIST
• Church of Christ at Wallisville
Rd., 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.,
281-426-7557.
• Crosby Church of Christ, 3737
Hwy 90, Crosby, 281-328-3496
• Highlands Church of Christ,
214 Clear Lake Rd., Highlands,
281-426-2742
• Barrett Station Church of
Christ, 281-328-7882
CHURCH OF GOD
• First Pentecostal Church of
God, 1328 Old Atascocita, Huff-
man, 281-324-1518
• Harvest Time Church of God,
495 S. Diamondhead Blvd.,
Crosby, 281-462-8060
CHURCH OF GOD
IN CHRIST
• Mt. Rose Church of God in
Christ, 13000 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-1314
EPISCOPAL
• Church of the Resurrection,
5202 Churhc St., Crosby.
INDEPENDENT
• Crosby Church, 5725 Hwy 90,
Crosby and 30673 Huffman
Cleveland Rd., Huffman, 281-
328-1310
• Huffman Church, 1707 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3705
• New Covenant of Faith, 12217
Holly Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
1315
• Restoration House, 1609
Jones Rd., Highlands, 281-843-
4000
• Son Harvest, 2027 FM 1942,
Crosby, 281-543-2860.
LUTHERAN
• Our Shepherd, 19704 FM
2100, Huffman, 281-324-2422
METHODIST
• Crosby United Methodist,
1334 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2616
• Highlands United Methodist,
107 W. Houston St., Highands,
281-426-3614
• Lake Houston United Method-
ist, 23606 FM 2100, Huffman,
281-324-1541

UNITED PENTECOS-
TAL CHURCH
• Pentecostals of Crosby502
Pine at Hwy 90 Crosby, TX
77532(281) 328-5054. Sunday

10 AM. Wednesday 7 PM. Pas-
tor Kerry D. Lee

Channelview, Jacinto City,
Galena Park, Houston

•Second Street Church of
Christ, 15821 2nd. Street,
Channelview, TX. 77530.
www.2ndstreetchurchofchrist.com

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
•Galena Park Assembly of
God, 1211 2nd. St., Galena
Park, TX. 713-455-0836.
BAPTIST
•New Life Baptist Church of
East Houston, 18570 Van
Road, Houston, 77049. 281-
456-0082
•Second Baptist Church, 1913
18th. St., Galena Park, TX. 713-
672-9232.
•Second Baptist Church, 10501
Muscatine, Jacinto City, TX.
713-674-8463.
•St. Matthew Baptist Church,
119 Fidelity, Houston, TX. 713-
674-0062.
•First Baptist Church, 1505 1st.
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-455-
1261.
BAPTIST-Southern
•Dell Dale Avenue Baptist
Church, 402 Dell Dale Avenue,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
3704.
•South Drive Baptist Church,
15229 South Drive, Channel-
view, TX. 77530. 281-452-
4500.
•First Baptist Church of Jacinto
City, 10701 Wiggins, Jacinto
City, TX 77029. 713-672-2802.
•Beaumont Place Baptist
Church, 13101 Ivydale Street,
Houtson, TX. 77049.
CATHOLIC
•St. Andrew Roman Catholic
Church, 827 Sheldon Rd.,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
9865.
•Our Lady of Fatima, 1705 8th
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-675-
0981.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
•Channelview Church of Christ,
1301 Sheldon Rd., Channel-
view, Tx. 281-452-7129.
•Galena Park Church of Christ,
301 Holland Ave, Galena Park,
TX. 713-455-0826.
EPISCOPAL
•St. Timothy’s Episcopal
Church, 13125 Indianapolis St.,
Houston, 713-451-2909.
HOLINESS
•Bible Missionary Church,
10246 Fairfax St., Jacinto City.
713-671-3500.
METHODIST
•Old River Terrace United Meth-
odist Church, 16102 East Free-
way, Channelview, TX.
281-452-2861.
•Galena Park United Methodist,
1705 1st. St., Galena Park, TX.
713-672-0245.
•Holy Trinity United Methodist,
13207 Orleans St., Houston,
Tx. 713-453-7203.

For corrections or new listings,
call 281-328-9605

Ralph Wayne
Blaha

and family; son, Chad Bla-
ha and wife Amy; son,
Brad Blaha and wife Gin-
ny; grandchildren, Tripp
Young, Audrey Blaha,
Caden Saintes, Brodey
Young, Travis Blaha, Abby
Blaha, Gabe Blaha and
many other relatives and
friends.

A visitation for family
and friends will be held on
Tuesday, September 1,
2015 from 5pm-8pm at
Sterling-White Funeral
Home.

Funeral Services will be
held on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 2, 2015 10am at the
First Baptist Church in
Crosby with burial follow-
ing at Sterling-White Cem-
etery.  In lieu of flowers the
family request that dona-
tions be made in Ralph’s
memory to the American
Heart Association 10900-B
Stonelake Blvd., Suite 320
Austin, TX 78759.

Services have been en-
trusted to Sterling-White
Funeral Home 11011 Cros-
by-Lynchburg Rd. High-
lands, TX 77562.  To send
the family condolences
please visit
www.sterlingwhite.com

Donald Patrick
Roberts

1. Is the book of Labour
in the Old or New Testa-
ment or neither?

2. From Ecclesiastes 4:9,
how many are better than
one because they have a

today, Monday, August 31,
2015. He asked if he could
meet with me. I was ex-
tremely busy at the mo-
ment, but I stopped to see
what he needed. He
walked in with an insulat-
ed bag and pulled out a
new carton of Blue Bell
Homemade Vanilla Ice
Cream, which returned to
the stores today. I yelled,
"Jerry, you're my new best
friend!" I then shared his
gift with the rest of those
in the office.

"Every man is a friend
to him who give gifts."
(Proverbs 19:6) May the
Lord put the name of a
friend on your heart and
move you to do something
for them. You might be
amazed how divine your
timing is.

Danny R. Biddy, Pastor
of the Church on Old

River since 1977.
www.oldriverbaptist.com

good reward for their la-
bor? Two, Three, Five, Sev-
en

3. In 1 Kings 5:13-14,
how many thousand men
comprised the labor force
that King Solomon raised?
1, 5, 10, 30

4. From Exodus 20:9,
how many days shalt thou
labor and do all thy work?

Two, Four, Six, Seven
5. What son of Abda was

in charge of the forced la-
bor in David's kingdom?
Baal, Adoniram, Cyrenius,
Phaneul

6. From Proverbs 14:23,
"In all labor there is" what?
Love, Hope, Light, Profit

ANSWERS: 1) Neither;
2) Two; 3) 30; 4) Six; 5)
Adoniram; 6) Profit

Superintendet reads to students
Randal O’Brien, Goose Creek CISD superintendent, reads to Alamo Elementary students during his
visit to the campus the first week of school. Pictured are (standing, l to r) Kinleigh Elliot and Brandon
Holt, 5th grade; Alayjah Jones, 3rd grade; (sitting, l to r) O’Brien; Kingston Thompson, kindergarten
and Jacqueline Franco, 3rd grade.

Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman
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NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 281-328-9605 to Advertise YOUR Business in
this Directory. 10,000 readers Weekly

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

NORTH CHANNEL
✯STAR

Printing Department
713-977-2555

Mrroofer@mail.com

Se Habla Español

New Roofs, Repairs, Painting,
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

HARDI PLANK SIDING

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

SCHOOLS NEWS

Dr. Angi Williams, Gale-
na Park ISD Superinten-
dent of Schools, visited
numerous schools around
GPISD on Monday, August
24 - the first day of the new
school year. Students and
teachers alike flocked to
the well-known leader of

In an ongoing effort to
improve communication
with parents and the gen-
eral public, Channelview
ISD can now be found on
Twitter.

Channelview ISD will
be using this as a constant
information source, post-
ing latest news, events, ac-
complishments, notices
and even athletic scores.

District officials encour-
age those who have a Twit-

PASADENA, Texas –
This year, 50 is the magic
number for the Bayshore
Medical Center volunteer
auxiliary. The group is cel-
ebrating its 50th years of
service by giving $50,000
toward San Jacinto College
scholarships.

Twenty-five San Jacin-
to College nursing stu-
dents have each already
received $1,000 scholar-
ships this semester for
their tuition. In the Spring,
the volunteers will donate
another award of $25,000
to the College for more
scholarships. It's a gift that
gives students like Emily
Duggan a bit of relief when
it comes to college expens-
es.

"This scholarship helps
me out a lot," said Duggan,
who was encouraged by
her mother, Melissa Jack-
son, to attend the San Ja-
cinto College nursing
program. Jackson graduat-
ed from San Jacinto Col-
lege in 1991 and has since
earned her bachelor's de-
gree in nursing. She has
worked as a nurse for Bay-
shore Medical Center for
more than 20 years. "My
mom has been the one
helping me out with my
tuition, so I'm very appre-
ciate to the volunteers for
this gift."

John Logan, Bayshore
Medical Center volunteer
and upcoming scholarship
chairman, said funds are
raised each year through
purchases from the Bay-
shore Medical Center gift
shop. He noted that giving
funds to the San Jacinto
College nursing program is
an investment toward the
future health care work-
force while also bringing
some financial relief to the
students.

Bayshore Medical Center volunteers
celebrate 50 years by giving
$50,000 toward San Jacinto College scholarships

The Bayshore Medical Center volunteer auxiliary is
celebrating its 50 years of service this year by giving $50,000
toward San Jacinto College scholarships. Pictured from left
to right is John Logan, Bayshore Medical Center volunteer
and incoming scholarship chair; Dr. Brenda Hellyer, San
Jacinto College Chancellor; Melba Solemsas, Bayshore
Medical Center volunteer; Ruth Keenan, executive director
of the San Jacinto College Foundation; Cathy Leimback,
Bayshore Medical Center volunteer; Larry Wilson, vice
chairman of the San Jacinto College Board of Trustees;
Miriam Moore, Bayshore Medical Center volunteer; and
Michael Kane, dean of health sciences at San Jacinto
College.

Photo by Amanda Fenwick.

"It's important to help
all people because it in-
stills in them a sense of
relief and the knowledge
that someone believes in
them," said Logan. "We're
giving this money to ad-
vance students in the nurs-
ing program because we
may see them here one day
at Bayshore. It comes full
circle."

Since its inception, Bay-
shore Medical Center has
given nearly $500,000 in
support of San Jacinto Col-
lege students through
equipment and scholar-
ship assistance. Approxi-
mately 302 students from
programs such as nursing,

radiology, physical therapy,
surgical technology, and
emergency medical techni-
cian have received assis-
tance through the group's
donations.

"This is a community in
which we can all be proud,
one that includes passion-
ate people like the volun-
teers of Bayshore Medical
Center, who are devoted to
giving back to their com-
munity to make it strong
and vibrant," said Ruth
Keenan, executive director
of the San Jacinto College
Foundation. "San Jacinto
College is forever grateful
for the continuous support
given to our students."

Galena Park ISD Superintendent
Encourages Students on First Day of School

Dr. Williams wishes some “Wildcats” a happy new [school] year at Cunningham Middle
School where she was once a principal.

the district where she has
served for 30 years in var-
ious roles, including coun-
selor, principal and
assistant superintendent.
She is entering her 5th
year as superintendent
and is as energetic as ever.

“Being a leader is being a
servant. I am here to serve
the people of Galena Park
ISD, from our students to
our faculty to our commu-
nity. I am extremely
blessed to serve in this po-
sition,” said Dr. Williams.

Follow Channelview
ISD on Twitter!

ter account to “follow”
Channelview ISD at the
Twitter handle @Channel-
viewISD. If you do not have
a Twitter account, go to
www.twitter.com and fol-
low the prompts to set up
your account on your per-
sonal computer or mobile
device.

If you have any ques-
tions, please call the dis-
trict’s Public Relations
Office at 281-452-8080.

The pathways to unlim-
ited opportunities for stu-
dents can be found in
Channelview ISD’s Career
and Technical Education
(CTE) programs.

“Our goal is to create
and maintain programs
that will enable students
to gain hands on knowl-
edge and skills and to pre-
pare them for a
competitive workforce or
post secondary education,”
CISD Director of Career
and Technical Education
Mia Young said. “Certifica-
tion gives students an up-
per hand when applying
for positions in various in-
dustries.”

Young said several of
Channelview High School
students have gained cer-
tifications while being em-
ployed part-time and have
seen an increase in pay
once they show their em-
ployer their certification.

“These testimonies from
their peers really moti-
vates students to work
hard in our programs to
gain certifications,” she
said.

Students obtaining cer-
tifications have truly writ-
ten their own success
stories. For example, at the
conclusion of the 2014-15
school year, four graduat-
ing seniors received paid
intern positions at Lyon-
dellBasell with contracts
through Austin Industrial.
Seven juniors and seniors
are also going to work in
part-time administrative
Cooperative /Work-Based
Learning positions at Ly-
ondellBasell.

To build on those suc-
cesses, CTE program is ex-
panding their course
offerings by offering new
programs. A career path-
way in Criminal Justice
will begin this school year,
along with a program fo-

Channelview offers Career and
Technical Education program

cused on students who
want to pursue career or
degrees in Engineering.

Another program that
will be offered in the future
is for those who are inter-
ested in pursing careers in
the Education field.

“Once our Criminal Jus-
tice and Engineering pro-
grams are effectively
implemented, our next pro-
gram area to implement is
our Education pathway,”
Young said. “Our goal is to
have a true ‘home grown’
program with students
who have chosen the Pub-
lic Service Endorsement
with an Education path-
way.  It is our hope that
those students will become
passionate about educa-
tion and go on to become
exceptional teachers in our
district.”

Young said traditional
CTE offerings that have
been popular have been
Health Science, Architec-
ture and Construction pro-
gram, Agriculture
Mechanics, Automotive
Technology, Marketing and
Family and Consumer Sci-
ences.

This past May, Channel-
view High School was
named an accredited train-
ing and education facility
through the National Cen-
ter for Construction Edu-
cation and Research.

The organization began
partnering with the dis-
trict’s Career and Techni-
cal Education programs
this school year.

“We’ve been very im-
pressed during our site vis-
its and the programs
offered here at Channel-
view High School,” Horton
said. “The Houston area is
a prime market for stu-
dents to become certified in
construction careers – and
then immediately put
those skills to work.”

NCCER is a not-for-
profit 501c3 education
foundation created in 1996
as The National Center for
Construction Education
and Research. It was devel-
oped with the support of
more than 125 construc-
tion CEOs and various as-
sociation and academic
leaders who united to rev-
olutionize training for the
construction industry.
Sharing the common goal
of developing a safe and
productive workforce,
these companies created a
standardized training and
credentialing program for
the industry.

“We are very excited
about this accreditation,”
Young said. “With all of the
growth in our area, there
is going to be an ever-grow-
ing need in construction
careers for years to come.”

For more information on
the district’s Career and
Technical programs, go to
the district website at
www.cvisd.org.

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar

This anniversary, celebrate you union that makes your lives delicious
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SAILBOAT:
PEARSON
23’ 1979 in the water
at Watergate Marina
in Clear Lake.
713-977-2555.

                  tfn

BOATS FOR SALE RENT/LEASE

SINGLE ROOM
for rent. No pets. Ful-
ly furnished. All utili-
ties paid.
281-843-2626.

                30-4

CEMETERY LOTS

CEMETERY
Lots for sale, San Ja-
cinto Memorial Park,
East Beltway 8/I-10.
St. Hyacinch, lots 38
(1-4) 713-666-2223.

               31-4

HELP WANTED

DRIVER &
MECHANICS need-
ed, must have TWIC,
4 yrs. exp. local & re-
gional. Email resume
to
biglakes@gmail.com

               30-4

DRIVERS WANTED DRIVERS WANTED

8-27, 9-10

GARAGE SALE

MOVING SALE
Sep.t 5-7. 10 am - 6
pm. 20026 Nightbird
Trail, Indian Shores
Subdivision, Crosby.
Desks, bed, couch,
bookcases, authentic
slot machine, elec-
tronics, MUCH more.

HELP WANTED

MAINTENANCE
& Security Staff. Hol-
iday Inn, Channel-
view,
16311 E. Freeway.
281-864-7457.

                33-4

WAIT STAFF
Holiday Inn, Channel-
view, 16311 E. Free-
way.  281-864-7457.

                 33-4

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers
in our FOUR newspapers, with a combined
circulation of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION
on your AD. Rates start at only $16 for 20
words. A bargain!

Call 281-328-9605

THE CITY OF GALENA PARK WILL BE HOLDING
A PUBLIC HEARING ON SEPTEMBER 14, 2015
AT 4:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF
CITY HALL, 2000 CLINTON DRIVE, GALENA
PARK, TEXAS, 77547 CONCERNING THE 2015-
2016 CITY BUDGET.  ALL CITIZENS ARE
INVITIED TO ATTEND.

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given pursuant
to Chapter 59 of the Texas
Property Code that CROSBY
BOAT, RV & MINI STORAGE,
located at 15118A FM 2100,

Crosby Texas 77532, will hold a
public sale at 10:00 o’clock a.m.

on the 3th day of October
2015, at the above address to

sell for cash only the contents of
Unit #3B, Joe Urrutia, Unit #8B,
Shannon Davis and Unit 19B,

Dana Smith, Tenants, in order to
satisfy a Landlord’s Lien.  The
property to be sold is house

hold items, etc.....

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Experienced
Video

Photographer
specializes in
Weddings,
Birthdays,

Conferences.
Call Ari @

832-630-4487

SERVICES

AUTOMOBILE

2008 HYUNDAI
Accent. Mint condi-
tion. A/C, 4 door, low
mileage (31 K), origi-
nal owner, great gas
mileage. $8,500.
Call 281-382-4984.

              34-2

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a local newspaper

that meets your requirements, reaches more readers in your area, and
costs much less. Rates are $10.00 per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit,
or 50¢ per word plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if required.
Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for supporting our community
and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

281-328-9605         email: starcouriernews@aol.com

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a local newspaper

that meets your requirements, reaches more readers in your area, and
costs much less. Rates are $15.00 per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit,
or 50¢ per word plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if required.
Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for supporting our community
and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper
NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR
281-328-9605    email: northchannelstar@gmail.com

Commercial
Printing

713-977-2555

YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPERS ARE ON YOUR
SMART PHONE!

Follow local news on the Internet, on your
browser:

www.starcouriernews.com.
www.northchannelstar.com

Where can I pick up
a Star-Courier?

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community Center
Backdraft Rest.
Woodforest Bank
Conoco Station
Post Office
(outside)

CROSBY:
Library

Community
Center
Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Kroger’s
Community
Bank (2)

HUFFMAN
Exxon Station
Community
Bank
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ASK THE EXPERT
By Edward Jones

#1. 2015 CHEVY SILVERADO #FG153405, MSRP $46,620 Sale reduction $44,526-$1500 Rebate -$ 500 Farm Bureau-$ 750 BONUS CASH -$1000 DOWN PMT ASSISTANCE -$ 2250. SELECT BONUS TAG -$1000. GM INCREMENTAL BONUS CASH -$750.
CREDIT UNION MEMBER OFFER $36,776 SALE PRICE, BEFORE $750.00 PACKAGE DISCOUNT. #2. 2015 CHEVY MALIBU #FF297371, MSRP $ 27,310.00 reduced $26,476  -$1500 Rebate - $500 Bonus Cash - $1000 Bonus Cash -$1000 Select Model Bonus
TAG -$1500.00 CHEVY CONQUEST OFFER $20976.00 Sale Price.2015 CHEVY EQUINOX #F6137665 MSRP $25530, dealer price $24876 -$1000 REBATE  - $750 Bonus Cash -$750 INCREMENTAL BONUS CASH -$1000 SELECT MODEL BONUS TAG -$1500
CHEVY CONQUEST $19, 876 SALE PRICE.#4. 2015 CHEVY TRAVERSE #FJ353453 MSRP $36, 665, dealer price $35,476 -$1500 REBATE -$750.BONUS CASH -$750.INCREMNTAL BONUS CASH -$1000.SELECT MODEL BONUS CASH, -$1500.CHEVY
CONQUEST$29,976.00 SALE PRICE #5. 2015 CHEVY CRUZE LS #F7295920, MSRP $19695Dealer Price $19476 - $1000 REBATE -$500 BONUS CASH -$500 Bonus Cash-$1000 Select Model Bonus Cash-$1500 Chevy Conquest
$14, 976.00 SALE PRICE

Food, Fun, Prizes to be Won
Biggest Discounts of the Summer

2015 SILVERADO  1500                  2015 MALIBU                           2015 EQUINOX LS

Deal Directly With The Manager
David Mendez

to donate unused prescription medicine. This will help
reduce waste while also making affordable stocks of pre-
scription drugs available to those in need.

Supporting Our Veterans
The Texas Veterans Commission will now have a per-

manent program to study systemic economic and health
challenges faced by female veterans, and help women
veterans transition into the civilian work force.

Making College Credits Transfers Easier
The state will now regularly review course tracks that

are supposed to be transferable between community col-
leges and four-year public universities. This will make it
easier to transfer institutions and help reduce expen-
sive, redundant course-taking.

Preventing and Solving Crimes
The state’s DNA database will now be expanded to

include individuals convicted of certain assaultive and
sexual offenses, such as Enticement of a Child. This will
help prevent future crimes, exonerate innocent persons,
and bring perpetrators to justice.

Making Grand Juries Fairer
The state has abolished the “key man” system of jury

selection for grand juries. Grand juries must now be se-
lected through a more random, objective jury selection
process.

Faster Benefits for Retired Teachers
The payment date of annuity checks in the Teacher

Retirement System has been changed to the first work-
ing day of each month, allowing for quicker payment of
benefits to retirees.

Decriminalizing Truancy
School districts will now be required to develop tru-

ancy prevention plans, such as mentorship and counsel-
ing programs, in lieu of only using criminal punishment
against truant children.

Improving Cancer Prevention
Healthcare providers will now be required to give cov-

erage for annual ovarian cancer screenings to all adult
female policy-holders. This will help identify cancer in
its early stages, and avoid dangerous medical complica-
tions.

Medical Cannabis Oil Legalized
The use of low-THC cannabis oil by patients suffering

from epilepsy will now be allowed, provided two doctors
to sign off on a prescription, and if two other forms of
traditional medicine have failed to work.

Revenge Porn Outlawed
“Revenge porn” (distributing intimate photos of a sig-

nificant other online with the intent to cause harm) will
now be criminalized. The practice will be punishable as
a Class A Misdemeanor.

Warrants Now Required for Body Searches
Police will now be required to obtain a warrant before

conducting body cavity searches during traffic stops. This
will help preserve due process and avoid unnecessary
invasive searches during nonviolent encounters.

PLEASE NOTE: The state’s new regulations allow-
ing for the open carry of handguns by concealed-hand-
gun license (CHL) holders will not go into effect until
January 1, 2016.

The state’s new law permitting the concealed-carry of
handguns by CHL-holders on the campuses of four-year
colleges and universities will not go into effect until Au-
gust 1, 2016.

NEW LAWS,
Continued from page 1ASK DIAMOND JIM

We’re getting close to Labor
Day, a celebration of the men and
women who roll up their sleeves
and go to work each day. If you’re
in the workforce yourself, you can
appreciate this recognition of
your efforts. And as an investor,
you can employ these attributes
of the American worker:

• Organization – The most
productive workers are those who
organize their time and efforts to
maximize their productivity.
When you invest, organization is
also important. You might have
trouble gaining traction toward
your goals, such as a comfortable
retirement, if you own a bunch of
scattered investments that aren’t
really working together to help
you. Instead, try to build a port-
folio in which all your invest-
ments combine to provide the
opportunities for growth and in-
come you need to help reach your
objectives.

• Perseverance – As workers,
all of us go through difficult
times, whether with our bosses,
co-workers or even the work it-
self – but we persevere. As an in-
vestor, you, too, will experience
bumps in the road, in the form of
market downturns. Yet, if you
avoid making hasty and ill-ad-
vised moves in response to poten-
tial short-term volatility, you can
maintain your focus on your long-
term needs and goals – and, as a
result, you can help improve your
chances of meeting those needs
and attaining those goals.

• Vision – Workers put in
their time, year after year, be-
cause they have a vision of what
they hope their efforts will yield
– a rewarding career, sufficient
financial resources for their fam-
ily, and so on. As an investor, you
also can benefit from articulating
a picture of what you hope to
achieve. And that means you
need to be specific about what
you want. Instead of saying to
yourself, ‘I’d like to retire comfort-
ably someday,’ pin yourself down

Investors Can Learn Much
from the American Work

as to what this really means. At
what age would you like to retire?
Will you want to travel the world
or stay close to home to pursue
your hobbies? How much money
will you need to make these wish-
es come true? Where will this
money come from? By answering
these and other questions, you
can define a vision for your finan-
cial future, leading you to the
next step – creating a strategy to
help turn this vision into reality.

• Diversity – The American
workforce benefits from drawing
on the experiences and view-
points of people from all different
backgrounds. When you invest,
you should also seek diversity. If
you only owned one type of in-
vestment vehicle, such as growth
stocks, and the market hit a
downturn, your portfolio would
likely take a big hit. It’s a given
that the value of investments will
fluctuate, which means, under
some circumstances, you could
lose some or all of your principal.
But if you spread your dollars
among a range of vehicles – in-
cluding stocks, bonds, govern-
ment securities, certificates of
deposit and real estate – you can
reduce the impact of volatility on
your holdings. (Keep in mind,
though, that diversification, by it-
self, does not guarantee a profit
or protect against loss.)

Labor Day will come and go
quickly. But by emulating some
of the characteristics of the Amer-
ican workforce, you can continue
making progress toward your
goals – without even having to
work overtime.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Finan-
cial Advisor.

Edward Jones
6830 E Sam Houston

Pkwy N, Suite 150
Houston, TX 77049
281-436-0396

Everyone and every business re-
ceives negative reviews from time to
time.  Sometimes, there are ways for
large corporations to move their bad
reviews to the bottom, or remove them
altogether.  Small businesses do not
have that option.  However, ALL busi-
nesses are subject to a bad review, re-
gardless of the mentality of the
person posting the review, regardless
of the reason for the review, and re-
gardless of the quality of the review.
For some inexplicable reason, most
folks will react at the speed of light
to post a negative review for the most
insignificant reason, but generally
will fail to commend or recommend
when receiving over the top service
and quality.  Sad but true.

 So… I want EVERYONE to read
the following customer review… AND
my response.  Please… each of you…
your reviews are VERY important to
every good business.  When you re-
ceive extraordinary service from
someone that you WANT to remain
in business and prosper… won’t you
please give them a review?  Remem-
ber… those who create nothing…
have all the time in the world… and
feel powerless all the time… ARE giv-
ing reviews…and THEIR reviews are
being treated EQUAL to YOURS.  Re-
views reflect the quality of the indi-
viduals making them.  Won’t you
please make yours?

 Review from David Lopez:
I was in the market for a custom-

ized wedding ring for my wife and was
referred to Pineforest Jewelry (Dia-
mond Jim). We had to go through CAD
drawings (for her ring and mine), so
it was a very elaborate process. I am
a VERY picky person and not once did
it seem like they were frustrated, up-
set, etc...The rings came out Perfect !
After reading the few 1 star negative
reviews, I can honestly say they are a
load of crap. I am HISPANIC with vis-
ible tattoos, not once did that play a
part with my appearance towards
them. I searched HIGH and low for
places to purchase my rings and have
been to ALOT of mall shops, big chain
stores, etc.. This place is now my
"home" for jewelry, I WILL NOT go
anywhere else. The knowledge Dia-
mond Jim and his Wife have is incred-
ible, along with his staff (Rhonda
helped me also). If you want to have
a "jeweler" this is the place to go. You
do not experience the "mall atmo-

Diamond Jim…  “I think Pineforest
Jewelry is GREAT!  Why do you
get any bad reviews?”

sphere" of "the price is this, but for
you I can let it go for...." There are
much more positive things I could
say but I will keep it short, Highly
Recommended !

 Response from Diamond Jim:
David, we can only thank you

from the bottom of our hearts! It is
rare these days to find folks who
will actually POST GOOD
THINGS on the reviews. Instead,
we get verbally attacked by the ig-
norant, the misfits, the losers, the
incompetents, the liars, the just
plain MEAN & POWERLESS. The
know-nothings and do-nothings
who feel they have no voice in soci-
ety tend to use the review process
as the vehicle to spread their neg-
ativity as though wielding a CLUB.
They have no idea who they hurt,
or how badly...and NEVER express
remorse. That minority is small but
relentless... and our cyber age gives
them the same power as YOU, un-
fortunately. We have over 28,000
satisfied customers... but you will
not see 28,000 reviews here. The
disproportionate amount of good
reviews versus the rare but vocal
bad ones has always made me per-
sonally want to post good reviews
for businesses that I want to rec-
ommend and see prosper. It is sad
that the responses to those nega-
tives are not easier to post... and
for potential customers to locate
and read. Lastly, and personally, I
want to say this... do you remem-
ber the song verse, "If everyone lit
just one little candle?" YOU are the
bright light in our day each time
you enter the store... and you have
made today even brighter with this
review. Thank you, my friend! :-)

 Please, folks… make your
thoughts known through social me-
dia.  It is a great place to exercise
your right to be heard.  But your
words carry a tremendous amount
of weight.  So remember to be FAIR
and RESPONSIBLE when dispens-
ing them.  Google “Pineforest Jew-
elry” to read the above review.

If you have questions pertain-
ing to jewelry, watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious metals,
and other questions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim is a diamond
dealer and precious metals broker

of NTR Metals.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.


