
McGINNES WASTE 
PITS HALLS BAYOU

 Another waste pits site 
used by McGinnes Industrial 
Waste Corporation has come to 
the attention of local authorities, 
environmental agencies, and 
the media. After a TV report 
on the Halls Bayou Waste Pits 
by Channel 26 KRIV’s Greg 
Groogan, State Senator Larry 
Taylor, and the Galveston Bay 
Foundation’s Scott Jones, called 
for an investigation into the 
status of the pits. 
 The San Jacinto Waste 
Pits are one site where 
McGinnes Industrial Waste 
Corporation deposited sludge 
from the Champion Pasadena 
paper mill. But there is a site 
along Halls Bayou (the one in 
Galveston County, not Harris 
County) near the Intercoastal 
Waterway, between the 
mainland and Galveston, where 
McGinnes dumped sludge after 
1966 when they quit using the 
San Jacinto river pits.
 In a recent report by 
Greg Groogan on Channel 26 
KRIV, the Galveston Bay sludge 
pits were investigated and 
presented to the public for the 
first time. Groogan discovered 
that there are 32 pits or ponds, 
enclosed with earth berms 
but open to the sky. These pits 
were an alternate site for waste 
from the Pasadena paper mill, 
after the site on the San Jacinto 
River was no longer used due 
to capacity. They have existed 
here for over 40 years.
 Groogan was made 
aware of the pits by a former 
chemical engineer who worked 
for the Simpson Pasadena Paper 
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US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, 
and Waste Management 
successor to (McGinnes 
IMC).

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerbocker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.
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mill, and has knowledge of the 
dumping. Dr. Kent Hood told 
Groogan he was concerned 
because he believes the pits are 
a threat to public health. Some 
of the pits contain the deadly 
chemical Dioxin, he said.
 Although McGinnes and 
Simpson met requirements of 
state law at the time, Dr. Hood 
feels that McGinnes should 
have taken more precautions to 
protect the public. The sludge 
was loaded onto barges in 
Pasadena, and dumped into 
unlined, open pits.
 Dr. Hood says that an 
environmental report by a 
consultant, RMT environmental, 
made in 1992, shows high levels 
of Dioxin in the waste material. 
Hood says that Dioxin is a 
known carcinogen, and causes 
developmental problems in 

infants, and infertility in adults. 
Dioxin enters the body through 
consumption of fish from a 
contaminated source.
 The State of Texas was 
aware of the pits and their 
poisonous content, Hood says. 
But McGinnes told them as 
recently as 1993 that the sludge 
was stored safely, and posed no 
harms to humans or wildlife. The 
Halls Bayou Sludge Pits were 
used from 1966 to 1994, when 
the mill closed.
 In the early 1990s, State 
Representative Mike Martin 
tried to get the dump cleaned 
up, and led a public campaign 
against their presence in the 
community. Groogan quotes 
Martin “the idea of putting it in 
an open pit on the side of a bay 
and thinking that’s okay. I mean 
it’s stupid on its face.”
 Environmental lawyer 
Jim Blackburn, well known in 

the environmental community, 
tried in 1992 to hold McGinnes 
responsible for dumping toxic 
waste without a solid waste 
permit, but was unsuccessful. 
Blackburn says it is still an 
issue today, and the public 
should demand a clean-up by 
the responsible authorities or 
companies.
 In recent time, Groogan’s 
report says that McGinnes had 
the pits tested for Dioxin, and 
in three of the 32 found levels 
of Dioxin that were five times 
higher and more toxic than 
those in the San Jacinto River 
Waste Pits.
 McGinnes and the state 
TCEQ, or Texas Commission on 
Environment Quality, claim that 
this poison is safely contained, 
and hasn’t leaked into the 
waters of Galveston Bay. But  a 

HALLS BAYOU (GALVESTON COUNTY) SLUDGE PITS 
AERIAL VIEW COURTESY OF KRIV CH26.
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Who is involved in the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund?

Current UPDATE from the EPA
on Status of the San Jacinto Waste Pits

, 
USArmy COE
The Army Corps of 
Engineers has completed 
Technical Studies on the 
Environmental impact of 6+ 
strategies to Cap or Remove 
the toxic wastes.
Their recommendations 
are included in a 237 page 
report, favoring a modified 
cap over removal, but 
stating either is possible.

TPWD
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
was designated by the 
Legislature, with the help 
of Representative Wayne 
Smith, to administer $10 
million of the lawsuit 
settlement funds for 
environmental projects 
along the River.

HC PCT 2
Pct. 2 received $10 
million of the $29.2 million 
settlement, and plans to 
use it for environmental 
projects within 5 miles of 
the Waste Pits, according 
to Commissioner Jack  
Morman.

HARRIS COUNTY
Various departments 
are involved, including 
Grants Administration, 
Pollution Control, and 
Public Health.

GBF
Galveston Bay Foundation 
maintains a website 
with information on all 
of the Waste Pits parties 
actions, and other 
matters of interest to the 
environmental health of 
the River and Galveston 
Bay.

OTHERS
-- TCEQ
-- US Coast Guard
-- Private Attorneys
-- Houston Chronicle
-- City of Baytown
-- KRIV ch26
-- Star-Courier

Environmental 
Warnings

This fact sheet will tell you about:
Current Status/Recent Activities
Community Engagement
What’s Next
For More Information

United States 
Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Site Update
San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund Site
Harris County, Texas                May 2017

Current Status 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), in 
cooperation with the State of Texas, is continuing to 
review, assess, and develop responses to an extremely 
large number of public comments received during the 
public comment period, which ended on January 12, 
2017, in order to select a comprehensive remedy for 
the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund site (site).  
The selected remedy will be contained in a Record of 
Decision to be finalized in late 2017. 

To support the final remedy, an investigation and 
assessment of cleanup alternatives was conducted, 
and the EPA issued a proposed plan of action in 
September 2016 for public comment.  The proposed 
plan recommended removal of the waste material and 
disposal at an off-site disposal facility.  Other 
cleanup alternatives include capping and 
solidification in place.  The 60-day comment period 
was extended 45 days by request to allow more time 
to consider the complex site issues. 

The EPA received a large number of public 
comments, including over 6,000 written comments, 
48,000 signatures on petitions, and approximately 
2,800 pages of detailed technical comments.  The 
comments from local residents generally supported 
removal and off-site disposal.  Other stakeholders, 
including some downstream residents, support 
capping in place.  The EPA is required to respond to 
all public comments prior to selection of the final 
remedy. 

After the Record of Decision is signed, the EPA 
will provide the potentially responsible parties 

(PRPs) the opportunity to carry out the design and 
construction of the remedy.

Recent Activities

The EPA, Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ), and contractors for the PRPs 
completed a visual inspection of the site in late April 
2017.  Topographic and bathymetric surveys were 
also completed.  Brush control of the area was also 
undertaken. 

The inspection and surveys are part of the regular 
quarterly inspections.  No above-water cap defects 
were seen during the inspection; although some of 
the warning signs around the site were faded and 
will be replaced.  The survey results are not 
available at this time and will be reported in a future 
publication.  The next quarterly cap inspection will 
occur in July 2017. 

Site signs that are weathering and fading on 
the armored cap and fencing will be replaced. 
This will include Danger, No Trespassing, and 
several EPA Public Notice signs for a total of 
69 signs in the area. 

Community Engagement 

The EPA, in cooperation with site partners and 
other state and federal agencies, will continue to 
provide information on the status of the site, 
community concerns, and site repairs and 
maintenance.  The EPA will update elected 
officials and community groups as needed, and 
will provide a website update as new information 
becomes available. 

What’s Next 

The EPA in 2017 will also keep the public, partner 
agencies, and media informed on the status of site-
related decisions such as Record of Decision and 
other events that may develop. 

*100001830*
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scientist and attorney with 
Galveston Bay Keeper, Bruce 
Bodson, claims that the real 
danger is from a hurricane 
such as Ike, or a storm that 
would inundate the pits and 
allow their contents to be 
washed into the waterways 
of the Gulf. He points out 
that even now the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services has issued a Dioxin 
consumption warning for the 
whole Galveston Bay system. 
The TDSHS advisories cover 
the Houston Ship Channel, 
the San Jacinto River 
below the Lake Houston 
Dam, and all connected 
waterways north of the 
SH146 bridge. They also 
include Upper Galveston Bay, 
and Lower Galveston Bay. 
The Advisories are to limit 
eating certain High Risk and 
Medium Risk fish because 
they may contain Dioxins 
and PCBs (Polychlorinated 
biphenyls).
 The successor 
company to McGinnes, 
Waste Management, issued 
this statement: “Measured 
levels (of Dioxin) are typical 
of decades-old legacy 
waste from that period. The 
facility was certified closed 
more that a decade ago, 
the material continues to be 
safely contained, and TCEQ 
confirms that the ongoing 
maintenance of the site 
continues to be appropriate.”
 However, the 
investigative report points out 
that since 2010, TCEQ had 
not inspected the pits on-site, 
relying on self-inspection 
by McGinnes and a report 
submitted to them.
 As environmental 
attorney Jim Blackburn said, 
“We have not seen the bad 
storm that is coming, and it is 
coming.”
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