
60 day comment period 
prior to final decision

DALLAS – (Sept. 28, 2016) Today, 
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) announced 
the proposed plan to address 
contamination at the San Jacinto 
waste pits Superfund site in Har-
ris County, Texas. 
After careful review of all avail-
able information, EPA’s preferred 
remedy proposes removing a to-
tal of about 202,000 cubic yards of 
contaminated material from the 
northern and southern impound-
ments at a cost of nearly $96.9 
million. “Based on the recom-
mendation of EPA site managers 
and the on-going maintenance 
and repairs of the temporary cap, 
we are proposing to remove con-
taminated material and provide 
the community with the most 
protective cleanup plan for the 
San Jacinto waste pits site,” said 
regional administrator Ron Curry. 
“We encourage everyone to re-
view our plan and provide us 
comments so we can reach the 
best decision to protect San Jacin-
to-area communities and the river 
itself.” The plan will be open for 
public comment for 60 days, be-
ginning Thursday, September 29, 
and ending Monday, November 
28. 
EPA will also host a public meet-
ing at the Highlands Community 
Center in Highlands, Texas on 
October 20, 2016, where members 
of the community will be invited 
to offer comment. EPA will share 
further details closer to the date of 
the public meeting. 
After the public comment period 
has ended, EPA will carefully con-
sider and prepare a response to 
the comments, and announce the 
selection of the final remedy. EPA 
may select a different alternative 
or a modified version of the pre-
ferred remedy based on new in-
formation or public comments. 
The proposed plan presents a 

summary of the risks associated 
with the hazardous substances 
at the site, including dioxins and 
furans; a summary of remedial al-
ternatives; and the preferred rem-
edy to address the contamination 

at the site. 
EPA has also released its admin-
istrative record, which consists of 
all the 800-900 documents used 
to support its preferred remedy. 
Specifically, the preferred rem-
edy calls for a $87 million cleanup 
to remove an estimated 152,000 
cubic yards of materials exceed-
ing EPA’s public health-based 
cleanup levels, install institu-
tional controls, and monitor the 
natural recovery for the northern 
impoundment; and a $9.9 million 
cleanup to remove an additional 
50,000 cubic yards of materials 
for offsite disposal 
of waste materials 
from the southern 
impoundment. 
The San Jacinto 
waste pits site con-
sists of impound-
ments dug near the 
San Jacinto River in 
the 1960s to hold tox-
ic waste from a paper 
mill. EPA added the 
site to the National 
Priorities List of Su-
perfund sites in 2008, 

after testing revealed contamina-
tion from dioxins and furans near 
the waste pits. 
EPA is the lead agency for ad-
dressing the site and cleaning 
up the contamination, with sup-

port from several state partners 
and the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers. More information about 
the proposed plan is available 
at https://www.epa.gov/tx/sjrwp 
Public Comments can be pre-
sented at the public meeting or 
submitted during the public com-
ment period from September 29, 
2016, through November 28, 2016 
by online form, email or USPS. 
Online: www.epa.gov/tx/forms/
sjrwp-comments Email: R6_San_
Jacinto_Waste_Pits_comments@
epa.gov.

EPA proposed plan calls for removal 
of contaminated material

US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, and 
Waste Management.

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerboker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.

San Jacinto River Waste Pits

September 2016

Who is involved in the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund?

EPA Public 
Meeting

October 20, 2016 - 6:30 pm
Highlands Community Center

604 Highland Woods Drive
Highlands, Texas

Opportunity for Comment
Submit Written Comments
Public Comment Period:

September 29 - November 
28, 2016

The EPA will accept written 
comment on the Proposed plan 
during the public comment 
period. you may submit your 
comments to:

Online:
w w w. e p a . g o v / t x / f o r m s /
sjrwp-comments

Email:
R6_San_Jacinto_Waste_Pits_
Comments@epa.gov

Written comments may also 
be postmarked no later than 
November 28, 2016 and 
addressed to:
Remedial Project Manager

U.S. EPA Region 6
1445 Ross Avenue (6SF-RA)

Dallas, Texas 75202

Attend the Public 
Meeting

You are encouraged to 
attend the public meeting 
to hear about the Proposed 
Plan for cleaning up the 
site. The meeting will be 
held within the first 30-days 
of the comment period:

October 20, 2016
Highlands Community Center

604 Highland Woods Drive
Highlands, Texas



Who is involved in the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund?

Harris County tests show possible contamination 
in Well Water near Waste Pits

EAST HARRIS COUNTY – 
Several dozen residents of the 
area attended a meeting at the 
Highlands Community Center 
Tuesday night, when local envi-
ronmental activist Jackie Young 
explained the best practices for 
maintaining private wells.
The audience also learned that 
Harris County Public Health 
had sent a second letter to ho-
meowners whose wells had 
been tested for contamination, 
telling them that a second round 
of lab tests indicated their water 
was now safe to drink, or use to 
wash and cook.
These homes totalled about 100, 
in Highlands, Lynchburg, and 
Channelview. Of the 100 that 
had agreed to have their well 
water tested, 71 had originally 
been told not to drink or bath 

with their water. However the 
second letter notified them that 
an error in the laboratory was 
the reason for their test results, 
and a retest by a different lab 
had indicated pollutants were 
below an acceptable level, and 
their well water could now be 
safely used.

HIGHLANDS WATER TESTS 
OKAY

In a similar series of tests, Mark 
Taylor of the Harris County 
Water Control & Improvement 
District #1 (Highlands Water 
Company) informed the Star-
Courier that they had their wa-
ter tested by an independent 
lab, and it had tested well be-
low the safe threshhold of 30 
parts per picolitre. In fact the 

results showed less than 5 parts 
per picolitre. Highlands gets 
their water only 20% from wells, 
and the other 80% is purchased 
from the Baytown Water Au-
thority, which purchases water 
from the City of Houston Water 
Department. Baytown further 
treats the water before provid-
ing it to Highlands, Taylor said.

A PRIMER ON WELLS & 
GROUNDWATER

Jackie Young handed out a fact 
filled manual, showing statis-
tics and definitions related to 
well water, which comes from 
groundwater.
She first discussed drilled wells, 
and the three types of wells: 
-- Bored or Shallow, up to 100 
feet deep

-- Consolidated or Rock well, 
up to 250 feet deep, and bed-
ded in layers of solid rock
-- Unconsoidated or Sand wells, 
the deepest which reach the 
water in soft soil, clay, gravel 
and sand.
Which ever type of well you 
might have, she emphasized 
that the top of the well bore 
needed a Concrete Surface 
Seal, or cement collar, to keep 
pollutants from dropping into 
the well bore.
She suggested that homeown-
ers should have their well water 
tested once a year, looking for 
nitrates that are often present. 
She said that self-test kits are 
available at hardware stores, or 
a sample could be submitted to 
a health department lab for in-
vestigation. 
Jackie also presented facts on 
how to disinfect your well and 
water system, if you happen to 
have been the victim of the re-
cent floods. In addition to flush-
ing or draining the system, the 
disinfacting process used liq-
uid bleach to kill any coliform 
organisms that were present.

DIFFICULTY OF HAVING 
CORRECT INFORMATION

To illustrate the point about how 
agencies and citizens have dif-
ficulty identifying and sampling 
problem wells, Jackie present-
ed slides showing three maps. 
One was from the EPA (Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency), 
one was from the City of Hous-
ton, and the third was from Har-
ris County. All three supposedly 
showed private wells within a 5 
mile radius around the San Ja-
cinto Waste Pits, but it was ob-
vious that the information and 
locations on the map differed 
considerably, leaving investi-
gators with a problem.
She also showed a City of 
Houston MSD application from 
Southwest Shipyards in Chan-
nelview, indicating they had 
discovered contaminated shal-
low groundwater on their prop-
erty. Some of this exceeded 
safe levels, some didn’t.

DON’T DRINK THE WATER!
First Letter from the Harris County Environmental Public Health Department

NOW THE WATER IS OKAY!
Second Letter from the Harris County Environmental Public Health Department

, 
USArmy COE
The Army Corps of 
Engineers has completed 
Technical Studies on the 
Environmental impact of 6+ 
strategies to Cap or Remove 
the toxic wastes.
Their recommendations 
are included in a 237 page 
report, favoring a modified 
cap over removal, but 
stating either is possible.

TPWD
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
was designted by the 
Legislature, with the help 
of Representative Wayne 
Smith, to administer $10 
million of the lawsuit 
settlement funds for 
environmental projects 
along the River.

HC PCT 2
Pct. 2 received $10 
million of the $29.2 million 
settlement, and plans to 
use it for environmental 
projects within 5 miles of 
the Waste Pits, according 
to Commissioner 
Morman.

HARRIS COUNTY
Various departments 
are involved, including 
Grants Administration, 
Polution Control, and 
Public Health.

GBF
Galveston Bay Foundation 
maintains a website 
with information on all 
of the Waste Pits parties 
actions, and other 
matters of interest to the 
environmental health of 
the River and Galveston 
Bay.

OTHERS
-- TCEQ
-- US Coast Guard
-- Private Attorneys
-- Houston Chronicle
-- City of Baytown

Environmental 
Warnings


