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COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Chamber Foundation receives
$65,000 donation from SeAH

Northeast water purification
plant expansion project

The City of Houston's
Northeast Water Purifica-
tion Plant (NEWPP) ex-
pansion project is led by
Ravi Kaleyatodi, P.E., Se-
nior Assistant Director.
The project consists of two
design-build phases to ex-
pand the plant's capacity
from 80 million gallons per
day (MGD) to 400 MGD by
2024. The expansion
project will help the City
and water authorities meet
water demands, and fulfill
requirements by the Har

See Water Plant,
Page 8 New water purification plant expansion,  aerial view.

Waste Pits
meetings
December 4 & 5

Monday, December 4
the EPA will host a commu-
nity meeting for the San Ja-
cinto River Waste Pits Super-
fund Site. From 6:30-8:00 PM
the EPA will be at the High-
lands Community Center to
provide information regard-
ing their Record of Decision
to remove the Pits and the
site’s status post-Harvey. You
will have the opportunity to
ask the EPA questions or ex-
press your concerns. We en-
courage you to join us at this
meeting to hear the site’s
status directly from the EPA.

The San Jacinto River
Coalition will host a regular
monthly meeting on Tues-
day, December 5 at 6:30 at
the Highlands Community
Center. For those who can-
not attend the EPA meeting,
or feel they have unan-
swered quest ions,  th is
meeting will be an opportu-
nity to receive information
and remain engaged.

Galena Park ISD
Community
Holiday Open
House

The community is invited
to the Galena Park ISD Com-
munity Holiday Open House.

Friday, December 8 ,
2017 from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00
a.m. at Galena Park ISD Ad-
ministration Building (Board
Room), 14705 Woodforest
Blvd., Houston, Texas 77015.

Refreshments, student
performances and Santa
Claus.

Channelview ISD
to host holiday
Open House

The Channelview Inde-
pendent School District will
host its annual Christmas
Open House and Wassail
from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m., Thurs-
day, Dec. 14 at the Joyce
Hendrix Educational Sup-
port Center, 828 Sheldon
Road. The public is invited to
this holiday event.

Musical entertainment
will be provided during the
day by elementary, junior
high and high school stu-
dents. Santa and Mrs. Claus
will also be in attendance at
the event.

Galena Park ISD would
like to congratulate the
North Shore Mustang foot-
ball team for their victory
over Clear Springs this past
weekend! The Mustangs will
play Lamar High School in
the 6A Regional Playoff
Game at Rice Stadium on Fri-
day, December 1 at 7 p.m.
Presale tickets will be avail-
able at the GPISD Athletic
Office until Friday, Decem-
ber 1 at 3 p.m.  Presale tick-
ets will be $5 for students
and $7 for adults. Good
luck, Mustangs!

Photo by Allan Jamail

Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee and Heritage Hall Seniors. (turkeys in foreground)

GALENA PARK ISD
North Shore Mustangs advance
to Regional Playoff Game

Sophomore Running Back, Zachary Evans

Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee’s
Annual Turkey Gift to Jacinto City Seniors
By Allan Jamail

Jacinto City, TX. Mon-
day, November 20, 2017
Jacinto City’s Heritage
Hall Seniors received fro-
zen turkeys ready to bake
for their Thanksgiving din-
ner from Congresswoman
Sheila Jackson Lee.

Annually Congress-
woman Lee of the 18th
Congressional District
gives thousands of turkeys
to senior groups during the
Thanksgiving season.
Eighty seniors were on
hand to get their turkey,
the homebound seniors
had theirs delivered.

One senior said, “be-
cause of the kindness of
this gift I can make many

good meals from it.”
Assisting in the event were volunteers of the Congresswoman and the Keep Jacinto City Clean Committee.

Galena Park citizens enjoy first annual turkey dinner

Mayor Moya welcomes guests for Thanksgiving dinner. Mayor Esmeralda Moya visits with Thanksgiving dinner guest.

See Galena Park FirstAnnual Turkey Dinner,  Page 3

NORTH CHANNEL AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOUNDATION MEMBERS ACCEPT A CHECK
FROM SeAH STEEL USA, WHO GENEROUSLY DONATED $65,000 TO THE EDUCATION
FOUNDATION. SeAH is a new industry in North Channel, and a new member of the Chamber.
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide

*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

College Night for Goose
Creek ISD students
By Susan Passmore

More than 500 students
signed in for Goose Creek
CISD’s College Night,
sponsored by College and
Career Readiness, at
Goose Creek Memorial
High School.  Fifty-nine
colleges and universities
were available to provide
information to students
and their parents about
post secondary opportuni-
ties. Army, Navy and Air
Force representatives were
in attendance, and Sylvan
Learning Center also had
a table.

“We had several new
opportunities this year,”
said Travita Godfrey, coor-
dinator of college and ca-
reer readiness. “Due to
feedback from other Col-
lege Nights, we offered a
session about NCAA and
NAIA requirements for
those wishing to play col-
lege sports.”

The session was pre-
sented by coaches Bren
Jones and Robert Locke
and counselor Georgia
Lovell, who provided help-
ful information about
maintaining grade point
averages and other guide-
lines for prospective col-
lege athletes.

Grade level parent
meetings were held for the
first time to help parents
better understand the col-
lege and career process or
exploring, researching and
making decisions. Senior
parents learned about how
to complete the college ad-
missions process. Another
first was that the Air Force
ROTC came to talk about
scholarship programs.

This event gives stu-
dents and parents the op-
portunity to ask questions
face-to-face with represen-

(from left)  Clayton Maddie, Skylar Liles and Nicole
Barragan, students from Ross S. Sterling High
School get information from Rebecca Montz with
Galveston College at Goose Creek CISD’s recent
College Night held at Goose Creek Memorial High
School.

Demoria Howard (second from left), a student at
Goose Creek Memorial High School, and her
grandmother Emma Miller talk to Chrystal
Cantrell with LSU at Goose Creek CISD’s recent
College Night.Photos by Carrie Pryor-Newman

tatives. Carolyn Washington, secretary at the Peter E.
Hyland Center, and her son Nicholas Washington, a se-
nior at Ross S. Sterling High School, were pleased to
learn that some colleges and universities waive out of
state tuition if a student has a high ACT or SAT score.
College Night is held annually for district students and
parents.

‘tis the Season to make Lifetime Memories
Lunch:  Tuesday – SaturdayLunch:  Tuesday – Saturday

10:30am – 2pm10:30am – 2pm

MAKE  A RESERVATION TODAY

281-426-3670
www.teapotdepot.com

Teapot Depot

Gift Shop:  Tues. -  Sat.Gift Shop:  Tues. -  Sat.
 10am-2:30pm 10am-2:30pm

“Christmas Open House”“Christmas Open House”
Monday, December 11Monday, December 11

4 pm - 7 pm4 pm - 7 pm

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
COMPANY

DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

HIRING TAX PROFESSIONALS
CRI in Crosby Texas is seeking to hire full time and/or part time individuals to join our

staff.  Applicants must have knowledge and experience in:
–  Preparation of Federal & State Tax Returns Forms

1040, 1120, 1120S, 1065, 1041
–  Preparation of Texas Franchise Tax and Sales Tax
–  Preparation of Financial Statement to include Balance

Sheet, Profit & Loss and Subsidiary Ledgers
–  Quickbooks Pro, Quickbooks Enterprise and

Quickbooks Payroll Software
–  Payroll reporting of salaries & wages and federal &

state  payroll  taxes
–  Payroll reporting of Forms 941, 940, W2, W3
–  Reporting of contract services Forms 1099, 1096
–  General office duties

Please submit your Resume to
cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

 (Harris County, TX) - As
the 2017 Atlantic hurri-
cane season comes to an
end, weather experts are
calling it the most destruc-
tive season on record.
Three major hurricanes -
Harvey, Irma, and Maria -
were responsible for most
of the destruction. Harvey
spread a destructive path
across much of southeast
Texas, while Irma impact-
ed Florida and Maria shat-
tered Puerto Rico.

 Hurricane Harvey
made landfall on the Cen-
tral Texas Coast as a Cat-
egory 4 storm late Friday,
August 25th and by the
next day, its heavy rainfall
stalled in our region caus-
ing catastrophic flooding in
Harris and surrounding
counties. Harvey dumped
more than 50 inches of rain
across the region, the high-
est amount in United
States history.

 “Although Harvey was
a hurricane, its effects on
us in Harris County were
primarily as a rain event.

Most Destructive
Hurricane Season on
Record Ends
Hurricane Harvey Devastates Harris County

A trillion gallons of water
fell across Harris County
over just four days - more
than most cities get in a
year,” said Harris County
Judge Ed Emmett. “Clear-
ly, this was the most de-
structive flood our area has
ever experienced.”

 Harris County officials
confirmed 36 deaths due to
Harvey, and early esti-
mates indicate that dam-
ages will most likely
surpass the $160 billion
caused by Hurricane Kat-
rina in 2005.

 “Damages are still be-
ing assessed and it may be
a while before we know an
exact number, but we are
doing everything we can to
help restore our communi-
ties,” added Emmett. “We
are truly grateful to all
who have contributed to
help residents impacted by
the storm.”

 The Harris County Of-
fice of Homeland Security
& Emergency Manage-
ment (HCOHSEM) has
been working closely with

local, state, federal and
non-profit partners to help
expedite the recovery pro-
cess. To date, the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) reports
that $675 million for
household assistance has
been approved in Harris
County.

 HCOHSEM reminds
residents affected by Har-
vey that the deadline to
register for federal assis-
tance is November 30th. To
apply go to
www.disasterassistance.gov
or call 800-621-3362.

 Hurricane season offi-
cially ends on November
30th, but residents are en-
couraged to stay informed
and be prepared for emer-
gencies throughout the
year. They can go
towww.readyharris.org to
sign up for emergency
alerts or download the
ReadyHarris app on their
mobile devices to access
information and prepared-
ness tips.
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Connections in Texas Business Directory

“Our Passion Is Your BUSINESS”

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Friday Brume
Realtor

779 Normandy Street
Houston, TX. 77015

Office: 713-451-1733
Cell: 281-639-5213
Fax: 713-451-0467

E-mail:
fridayremax2006@yahoo.com

HOPE Candlelight Service
Hearts of Parents Endure, Inc., will hold its sixteenth annual

candlelight service at 7 p.m. on December 6 at San Jacinto Col-
lege North Campus. 5800 Uvalde, for parents and families to re-
member and honor children who have passed away.  The inspira-
tion for the Christmas Box Angel Memorial Garden was the 1991
best-seller THE CHRISTMAS BOX by Richard Paul Evans.  The public
is invited to attend.  For information please contact Velma Ches-
nutt at 713-453-5266.

Galena Park Senior Dance
 Senior Dance is every Monday at the Alvin D. Building, 1302

Keene St., Galena Park. 7 pm - 9 pm. No cover charge. Live band
Country music. Call for more information: 713-455-7335.

North Shore Senior Dance
 North Shore Seniors holds a dance every Thursday from 1 - 4

pm at the Grayson/Baldree Building, Corpus Christi street. Live
bands and refreshments. Cost is $ 5/per person. For more infor-
mation call 713-455-3660.

The Buckshot Jamboree
Enjoy Classic Country music every Saturday night from 7 pm -

10 pm with The Buckshot Jamboree at 7414 Hartman near Old
Beaumont Highway. More info,  call 281-458-0729 or 832-444-
5000.

San Jacinto Pilot Club meeting
The Club meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at Amegy

Bank on I-10, at noon. For more information, please visit
www.SanJacintoPilot.com.

Evening San Jacinto Pilot Club
This newly chartered club meets on on the 1st Tuesday of

each month at 7 pm at the Woodforest Presbyterian Church.  For
more information, see the Facebook page entitled Evening San
Jacinto Pilot Club or call 832-264-1565 / 832-289-4762.

Trip Israel
Join Wayne & Patsy Moss on a trip to ISRAEL! March 2018. Call

for more information. 281-447-4307.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

ALVI

Water Plant,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ris-Galveston and Fort
Bend Subsidence Districts
that restrict groundwater
usage.

Construction on the
$1.35 billion project is ex-
pected to begin in the fall
of 2017. Four partner agen-
cies involved in the project
will share portions of the
cost and they include:
North Harris County Re-
gional Water Authority,
Central Harris County Re-
gional Water Authority,
West Harris County Re-
gional Water Authority
and North Fort Bend Wa-
ter Authority.

The City will administer
and oversee the project,
and it is responsible for the
planning, design and con-
struction of the project.

Key project aspects in-
clude:

New Water Purification Plant building design.

Governor Greg Abbott
has appointed Melissa
Martin, North Shore Se-
nior High teacher, to the
Texas Commission on Pub-
lic School Finance. Martin
and three other individu-
als will develop recommen-
dations for the governor
and legislature on public
school funding and pre-
pare a report to deliver by
the end of 2018.

“I’m honored to repre-

GALENA PARK ISD

North Shore Senior Teacher
appointed to Texas Commission

sent the students and
teachers in our great
state,” said Martin. “I’m
looking forward to serving
by first studying the cur-
rent public school finance
system then collaborating
with the others on the com-
mission to make recom-
mendations to improve the
system in order to meet the
needs of our students.”

Martin is a career and
technology teacher and is

a member of the Associa-
tion of Texas Professional
Educators, advisor for the
Family Career and Com-
munity Leaders of Ameri-
ca, and a former advisor for
the Texas Association of
Future Educators. She re-
ceived her bachelors and
master’s degree from
Lamar University.

Congratulations, Mrs.
Martin!

Melissa Martin

Galena Park First
Annual Turkey
Dinner,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

By Allan Jamail

Galena Park,  TX.
Wednesday, November
22, 2017 - Galena Park
Mayor Esmeralda Moya
brought sponsors and
citizens together for a
Thanksgiving turkey
dinner at the Deli House
Restaurant on Holland
Avenue.

According to Jorge
Flores Galena Park’s
Economic Development
Coordinator, more than
350 citizens attended
the free dinner. He said
because of its success
it’ll become an annual
event.

“The sponsors were
Mayor Moya, Magellan
Pipe Line Company LP,
the Deli House Restau-
rant, the Committee for
a Better Galena Park,
Moya’s Inc, and Ernes-
to Trevino Trucking”
said Flores.

City officials present
were Commissioners
Rodney Chersky, Barry
Ponder, City Secretary
Mayra Gonzales, Police
Chief Reese Martin and
members of the fire de-
partment.

Coordinator Flores
said, “we cooked 25 tur-
keys along with all the
trimmings, desserts and
sodas.”

•Design and construc-
tion of a new water facility
that includes an intake
and a pumping and con-
veyance system.

•Construction of treat-
ment facilities with a com-

bined maximum water ca-
pacity of 320 MGD.

•Construct electrical
supply facilities and a new
electrical substation.

•Build a high service
pump station and ground

storage tanks.
•The design-builder on

the project is the Houston
Waterworks Team, which
is a joint venture between
CH2M and CDMSmith.
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

Federal, State and Local
Partnerships Remain Key
To County’s Future as
Urban Model, Emmett Says.

Just three months after the
most destructive storm in
American history struck Harris
County, County Judge Ed
Emmett used his 2017 State of
the County Address to an-
nounce that the county was
back on its feet and again
looking to the future.

“During Harvey, the re-
sponse of our residents and the
cooperative spirit among
government officials showed our
spirit and can-do attitude,”
Emmett said. “From the Harris
County Office of Emergency
Management, to first respond-
ers, to volunteers with boats
and high-water vehicles, the
world saw something special.
Let us capture that special
caring for each other in other
aspects of life.”

Emmett acknowledged the
large amount of recovery work
remaining, but said that work
presents opportunities for major
improvements in flood control,
transportation and health care.
Seizing those opportunities,
however, will require that
governments continue to work
together even after the crisis
has passed.

“I look forward to working
with Mayor Turner and officials
from the other 33 municipalities
in Harris County - as well as
academic organizations such as
the Kinder Institute - to design
and implement a system of
urban governance that not only
meets the needs of our resi-
dents, but will draw people from
around the world to study what
we have done.”

Emmett spoke to approxi-
mately 1,000 people attending
his 10th State of the County
Address, sponsored by the
Greater Houston Partnership.

He concluded the event, as he
did the year before, by calling on
attendees to help him battle an
increasingly pervasive antago-
nism among some in govern-
ment.

“Harris County has low taxes
and exemplary financial
ratings, but some state officials
want more restrictions on our
ability to meet the needs of our
residents,” he said. “Those same
state leaders have shifted the
public school tax burden more
and more from the state onto
local school districts. In an
effort to stir up voters, they
attack counties and other local
governments, all the while
offering no real solutions.
Organizations like the Greater
Houston Partnership should say
enough is enough. I urge you to
support vision, not pandering.”

(NAPSI)—Many
older Americans have
discovered that sharing
their accumulated
wisdom with others
who need help can be a
big win all around.

Here’s a look at two
ways you can stretch
your mind and show
your heart:

Experience Corps
AARP Foundation

Experience Corps
unites teachers, schools
and older adults to
improve children’s
academic and social
outcomes. This benefits
the children, the
schools and the volun-
teers.

The program has
been proven to help
children who aren’t
reading at grade level
become better readers
by the end of third
grade. Last school year,
76 percent of students
who were below grade
level at the beginning
of the year raised their
reading and literacy
performance by one or
more proficiency levels
with the help of Experi-
ence Corps volunteers.

The goal is to im-
prove children’s litera-
cy, strengthen
communities, develop
cultures of inspiration
in schools and support
hardworking teachers.
It’s already changed
the lives of thousands
of children in schools
across America.

Volunteers should be
age 50 or older; have at
least a high school
diploma or GED; pass a
criminal background
check; pass a basic
literacy screening;
attend 25 hours of
annual training; and
have five to 15 hours a
week to offer during
the school year.

Tax-Aide
AARP Foundation

also runs Tax-Aide, the
nation’s largest free tax
assistance and prepa-
ration service, giving
special attention to
those 50 and older. It
offers free tax-filing
help to those who need
it most. You do not
need to be a member of
AARP or even a retiree
to use this free service.

IRS tax-certified
volunteer preparers in
libraries, malls, banks,
community centers and
senior centers answer
questions and prepare
tax returns. In addition
to earned and retire-
ment income reporting,
they can also help with
investment income
(interest, dividends,
and capital gains for
Schedule D), Schedule
C for individuals with
small businesses that
have less than $25,000
in annual expenses,
and various health
care, education, child
and earned income
credits.

Compassionate and
friendly individuals
can volunteer for the
upcoming tax season.
Volunteers receive
training and continued
support in a welcoming
environment.

Learn More
For facts about Tax-

Aide, including re-
quirements for
volunteers, go to
www.aarp.org/money/
taxes/info-2006/
volunteer_aarp_tax_aide.html.
For factson Experience
Corps, visit
www.aarpfoundation.org/
experiencecorps. For
information about
AARP Foundation,
visit
www.aarpfoundation.org.

Seniors can
improve life
for others &
themselves

AUSTIN - Gov. Greg Abbott on
Nov. 20 extended the disaster dec-
laration for counties affected by
Hurricane Harvey. Some 60 coun-
ties are included and they will con-
tinue to be eligible for assistance
as they recover and rebuild.

“The most important message I
want to send to the victims of this
storm is that they are not alone as
they continue to recover from this
storm. While we still have a long
way to go to return to a new nor-
mal, I have no doubt that Texas will
eventually emerge from this disas-
ter stronger than ever before,” Ab-
bott said.

Declarations must be renewed
every 30 days for assistance to re-
main available. Gov. Abbott said he
would continue to renew them as
needed throughout the recovery
process. Counties covered in the di-
saster declaration include: Angeli-
na, Aransas, Atascosa, Austin,
Bastrop, Bee, Bexar, Brazoria, Bra-
zos, Burleson, Caldwell, Calhoun,
Cameron, Chambers, Colorado,
Comal, DeWitt, Fayette, Fort Bend,
Galveston, Goliad, Gonzales,
Grimes, Guadalupe, Hardin, Har-
ris, Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson, Jim
Wells, Karnes, Kerr, Kleberg, Lava-
ca, Lee, Leon, Liberty, Live Oak,
Madison, Matagorda, Milam, Mont-
gomery, Newton, Nueces, Orange,
Polk, Refugio, Sabine, San Patricio,
San Augustine, San Jacinto, Trini-
ty, Tyler, Victoria, Walker, Wailer,
Washington, Wharton, Willacy and
Wilson.
Aid request is granted On Nov. 17

Abbott announced that the Fed-
eral Emergency Management

Agency granted his request to extend
the deadline to Jan. 16 for Transi-
tional Sheltering Assistance for vic-
tims of Hurricane Harvey. Nearly
17,000 families are receiving this
form of assistance, which is intend-
ed to help those who
have been unable to
return to their homes
find short-term shel-
ter in hotels or other
temporary housing lo-
cations. Abbott said he
remains “committed
to doing everything
possible to get these
families back under
their own roofs.”
HUD funds committed

In other hurricane-
recovery news, the
U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development on
Nov. 17 awarded $5 billion through
a community development block
grant program supporting the repair
of damaged homes, businesses and
critical infrastructure.

HUD Secretary Ben Carson said
the agency would work with Abbott
and his staff  “to do whatever is need-
ed to rebuild damaged homes and to
restore shuttered businesses in some
of the hardest-hit areas of the State.”
U.S. Sens. John Cornyn and Ted Cruz
acknowledged the importance of fed-

eral disaster aid to
Texans who are con-
tinuing to suffer as a
result of Hurricane
Harvey and ex-
pressed support for
the programs.

In September,
President Trump
signed legislation
securing $7.4 billion
in funding for Har-
vey and major disas-
ters, such as
Hurricane Irma
(Florida), Hurricane
Maria (Puerto Rico)
and the California
wildfires.
Court blocks new
law

Austin U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Lee
Yeakel, in a Nov. 22
ruling, granted per-
manent injunctive
relief to abortion
providers who have

been trying to prevent enforce-
ment of a law passed last spring
by the Texas Legislature. The law
would require a provider to per-
form an additional procedure to
ensure fetal demise before con-

tinuing a dilation and
evacuation abortion.
Yeakel, in finding for
the plaintiffs, said the
additional procedure,
which involves a lethal
injection to a fetus in
the second trimester,
would be invasive,
risky and medically
unnecessary. Texas At-
torney General Ken
Paxton said the state
would fight the injunc-
tion in the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Fifth

Circuit.
Job growth continues

The Texas Workforce Commis-
sion on Nov. 17 reported that the
state’s economy added 71,500 sea-
sonally adjusted nonfarm jobs in
October while annual employment
growth was 2.6 percent for the
month, marking 90 consecutive
months of annual growth. The
agency also touted Texas’ season-
ally adjusted unemployment rate,
which fell to 3.9 percent and set a
record for the lowest unemploy-
ment rate recorded in four de-
cades.

Notably, the agency pointed out,
the leisure and hospitality employ-
ment category rebounded by add-
ing 34,700 jobs in October after
experiencing its largest monthly
decline in September due to hur-
ricane-affected business closures.
Also, in 2017 to date, leisure and
hospitality has gained 41,000 jobs,
while trade, transportation and
utilities employment grew by
10,300 jobs, and professional and
business services expanded by
6,300 jobs.

The Amarillo and Midland Met-
ropolitan Statistical Areas record-
ed the month’s lowest
unemployment rate among Texas
MSAs with a non-seasonally ad-
justed rate of 2.4 percent, followed
by the College Station-Bryan MSA
with a rate of 2.5 percent. The Aus-
tin-Round Rock and Lubbock
MSAs registered a rate of 2.6 per-
cent for October, Texas Workforce
Commission reported.

Letter to Santa
Dear Santa,

Letters can be mailed to Santa,
5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX.

77057 or e-mailed to
grafikstar@aol.com.

 Letters must be received by
Dec. 9 for publication in

our Special Christmas Editions

School:

Name:

Age:

Judge Emmett’s
STATE OF THE
COUNTY
ADDRESS

Hurricane recovery continues with
extension of disaster declaration
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Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS
P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX

281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565, Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive    281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ROOF LEAKING

1-844-938-7663
All Roof Types Repairs

Call Mr. Roofer

1-844-WET ROOF

281-452-0000

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

Whoever believes in me, as
Scripture has said, rivers of
living water will flow from

within them.
John 7:38

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

God is our refuge
and strengh, a

very present help
in trouble

Psalm: 46:1

A Christmas Program will be held at
Northside Baptist Church, Highlands on
December 3, 2017 at 6pm. Primarily com-
posed of congregational singing and spe-
cial music, it will be led by Gene Littlejohn
and Karen Bascom.

Other musicians include: Patricia
Brockinton, Sarah Stanley, Adam Stanley,
Linda Sonnier, Marlon Littlejohn, Mag-

gie Love Littlejohn, Stevie Ray Littlejohn,
Jesse Wayne Littlejohn, Ava Arriaga, Nita
Ford.

Fellowship immediately after this ser-
vice. Pastor David R. Brumbelow invites
everyone to join in this Christmas Cele-
bration. Northside Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 317 Barbers Hill Road,
Highlands, 77562.

Northside Baptist, Highlands
Christmas Program
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ASK THE EXPERT

      NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 281-328-9605 to Advertise YOUR Business in this Directory. 10,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR
5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057

(713) 977-2555 FAX (713) 977-1188
email: northchannelstar@gmail.com
website: www.northchannelstar.com

Gilbert Hoffman..................................................Editor & Publisher
Mei-Ing Hoffman...............................................Associate Publisher
Julieta Paita..............................................................Assistant Editor
Willie Glasgow....................................................Marketing Director
Lewis Spearman...............................................Advertising Director
Luis Hernandez.................................................Production Director
Pedro Hernandez.....................................Circulation/Mail Director
Published each Wednesday by GrafikPress Corp. Any erroneous statement
which may appear will be corrected when brought to the attention of the
publisher. Liability for errors is limited to the reprinting of the corrected ver-
sion. Submissions are encouraged, in person, by mail, by Fax, or by email, to:
northchannelstar@gmail.com

 Member Texas Community Newspaper Association
Member North Channel Chamber of Commrce

 Member Intercontinental Chamber of Commerce Houston
Member Texas Press Association

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923
Mrroofer@mail.com

New Roofs, Repairs, Painting,
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

HARDI PLANK SIDING • CONTRACTING

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

Monitor your unit
alarm through Free

Phone App!!
All Climate Control

Open daily
6:00 am - 10:00 p.m

8720 Sierra Ranch Dr.
Houston, TX 77044

281-783-9497

www.sierraranchstorage.comwww.sierraranchstorage.com

Commercial
Printing

713-977-2555

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Cobb Elementary and
Schochler Elementary stu-
dents are teaming up to
build a better robot as they
are preparing for the
FIRST LEGO League com-
petition to be held in Hous-
ton in December.

The team will be the
first elementary group
from Channelview ISD to
participate in the competi-
tion. Team members are
comprised of fourth and
fifth grade students from
both schools. Cobb teach-
er  Ke lsey  Evans  and
Schochler teacher Jose
Vasquez are serving as the
team’s coaches.

The main part of the
event involves the team
designing, building and
programming a robot us-
ing LEGO Mindstorms
materials and software.
The robot must then com-
pete on a table-top playing
field. All phases of the com-
petition require students
to use concepts in Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics, also
known as STEM.

“The robotics competi-
tion challenges the stu-
dents  to  use  problem
solving skills they have
learned,” Evans said. “Our
students have to think out-
side of the box when pro-
gramming their robots to
perform different tasks.
Competitions like this

DECEMBER BIRTHSTONES
December’s birth-

stones offer three ways to
fight the winter blues:
tanzanite, zircon and tur-
quoise – all of them, ap-
propriately, best known
for beautiful shades of
blue. These gems range
from the oldest on earth
(zircon), to one of the first
mined and used in jewel-
ry (turquoise), to one of
the most recently discov-
ered (tanzanite).

All of these stones are
relatively inexpensive,
but their beauty rivals
even precious gems. Col-
orless zircon is a convinc-
ing replacement for
diamond, tanzanite often
substitutes sapphire, and
turquoise is unmatched
in its hue of robin’s egg
blue.

TANZANITE OVERVIEW
Tanzanite is the ex-

quisite blue variety of the
mineral zoisite that is
only found in one part of
the world. Named for its
limited geographic origin
in Tanzania, tanzanite
has quickly risen to pop-
ularity since its relative-
ly recent discovery.

Tanzanite is still only
found on a few square

Diamond Jim: "What is the
birthstone for December?"

miles of land in Tanzania,
near majestic Mount Kil-
imanjaro. Its price and
availability are directly
tied to mines in this re-
gion. Between its deep
blue color and its limited
supply, tanzanite is trea-
sured by many – wheth-
er one is born in
December or not!

ZIRCON OVERVIEW
Zircon is an underrat-

ed gem that’s often con-
fused with synthetic
cubic zirconia due to sim-
ilar names and shared
use as diamond simu-
lants. Few people realize
that zircon is a spectacu-
lar natural gem available
in a variety of colors. The
name zircon likely comes
from the Persian word
zargun, meaning “gold-
colored.” Others trace it
to the Arabic zarkun,
meaning “vermillion.”
Given its wide range of
colors – spanning red, or-
ange, yellow, green, blue
and brown – both origins
make sense. Zircon com-
monly occurs brownish
red, which can be popular
for its earth tones. How-
ever, most gem-quality
stones are heat treated
until colorless, gold or

blue (the most popular
color). Blue zircon, in par-
ticular, is the alternative
birthstone for December.

TURQUOISE OVERVIEW
Admired since ancient

times, turquoise is known
for its distinct color,
which ranges from pow-
dery blue to greenish rob-
in’s egg blue. It’s one of
few minerals to lend its
name to anything that
resembles its striking col-
or.

The U.S. is now the
world’s largest turquoise
supplier. Nevada, New
Mexico, California and
Colorado have produced
turquoise, but Arizona
leads in production by
value, as well as quality.
The stone’s popularity
here makes it a staple in
Native American jewelry.
Turquoise is found in arid
regions where rainwater
dissolves copper in the
soil, forming colorful nod-
ular deposits when it
combines with aluminum
and phosphorus. Copper
contributes blue hues,
while iron and chrome
add a hint of green.

Turquoise is sensitive
to direct sunlight and sol-
vents like makeup, per-
fume and natural oils.
The hardest turquoise
only measures 6 on the
Mohs scale, which made
this soft stone popular in
carved talismans
throughout history. High-
ly esteemed for its strik-
ing namesake color and
its ancient history, tur-
quoise remains popular
through time.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious
metals, and other
questions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim is a
diamond dealer and
precious metals broker
of NTR Metals.  See
more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

Members of the combined team of Cobb and Schochler elementary students perform a
test run on their LEGO robot after they programmed it to navigate a tabletop course.

CHANNELVIEW ISD
Cobb, Schochler students join
forces for robotics competition

gives our students experi-
ence in working together to
accomplish specific goals.”

At the event, the Chan-
nelview team will compete
in three categories. In the
first phase, the students
must program their robots
to perform different tasks.
The team then earns
points for the successful
completion of each exer-
cise. The second portion of
the competition involves
team members participat-
ing in a research exercise
where they have to come
up with a solution to a
problem. Students are able
to present the findings of
their research in various
forms, such as through a
PowerPoint presentation
or other forms of visual dis-
plays.

“In conducting research,
the students are having to
think creatively and must
understand how to navi-
gate the internet for reli-
able resources and come
up with their own solu-
tions and not one that
someone has already pro-
duced,” Evans said.

In the final stage of the
event, the students will
participate in a timed team
challenge. The team will be
given an exercise where
they will collaborate in de-
termining the solution to a
specific scenario.

“One thing that the

judges look at closely is
how the team applies their
knowledge of STEM in
each stage of the competi-
tion,” Vasquez said. “Our
team is very diverse and
we have students with
strong levels of intelli-
gence.”

Members of the team
and their coaches have met
at least once a week for the
past two months to pre-
pare for the competition.

“This is a dedicated
group of students,” said
Chad Nuetzmann, Cobb
Elementary principal.
“These students have ded-
i ca ted  themse lves  t o
spending time after school
learning the specifics of
programming their LEGO
robots and further develop-
ing their higher-level skills
that is required for this
event.”

Schochler Elementary
Principal Ann Garza said
her students have enjoyed
joining forces with their
peers from Cobb Elemen-
tary.

“We are very excited
about this event and this
opportunity for students
from both campuses,” she
said. “The students are
certainly strengthening
their skills in science, tech-
nology and math while
having fun in the process.
I know they will represent
Channelview well.”
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words.

Call 281-328-9605

HELP WANTED

FULL TIME
Maintenance Techni-
cian positions needed
in Huffman and Cros-
by. Must have expe-
rience in sheet rock
repairs, painting,
electrical, plumbing,
and ac troubleshoot-
ing and repair. Hand
tools, phone and ve-
hicle are required.
Must be able to pass
background and drug
test.
Competitive Salary
and compensation
package.
Send resume to
writchie@lcjcompanies.com

                  44-2

Classified ADS
281-328-9605

DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS:
$5,000 Sign-On!
Big Miles=Big
Money!!.
Company, Lease, or
O/O.
CDL-A, with H&T
End.
866-451-4495

                 45-2

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

TO DISCUSS BARBERS HILL
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT’S

STATE FINANCIAL
ACCOUNTABILITY RATING

Barbers Hill ISD will hold a public meeting
at 6:30 p.m., Monday, December 18, 2017

In the C. T. Joseph Conference Center,
9600 Eagle Drive, Mont Belvieu, TX.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss Bar-
bers Hill ISD’s rating on the State’s

financial accountability system.

LEGALNOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TO DISCUSS GALENA PARK

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT’S
State Financial Accountability Rating

Galena Park I. S. D. will hold
a public hearing

at 5:50 p.m. on December 11, 2017, in the
Board Room of the Administration Bldg.

14705 Woodforest Blvd.
Houston, TX 77015

The purpose of this hearing
is to discuss Galena Park I.S.D.’s rating

on the state’s financial
accountability system.

This hearing will be held prior to the regu-
lar school board meeting scheduled for that

date.

 Hang your Christmas
Card on our Tree

(This Ad is reduced in size. Your card will be twice as large– a Full Page)

We will publish your Card Ad in
our Christmas Editions

Dec.  15 and 22
For Details call 281-328-9605

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 461,439 Estate
of MICHAEL MUR-
FF, Deceased; In
Probate Court No.
4, of Harris County,
Texas, Deceased,
were issued on No-
vember 15, 2017.

ELIZABETH JANE
MCCULLEN

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
5223 Garth Rd.

Baytown, TX
77521

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this November
27, 2017.

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate

YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPERS
ARE ON YOUR

SMART PHONE!
Follow local news
on the Internet,
on your browser:

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com

LEGAL
NOTICES
APPEAR IN
THE
HIGHLANDS
STAR
CROSBY
COURIER,
AND THE
NORTH
CHANNEL
STAR.
CALL 281-
328-9605
FOR MORE
INFO.

Commercial
Printing

Call for a Free
Quote

713-977-2555

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 461,171; Estate
of LLOYD JIMMIE
ARABIE, De-
ceased; In Probate
Court No. 4, of Har-
ris County, Texas,
Deceased, were is-
sued on November
7, 2017.

LLOYD JIMMIE
ARABIE, JR.

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
5223 Garth Rd.

Baytown, TX
77521

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this November
27, 2017.

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 459,854 Estate
of KATHLEEN, De-
ceased; In Probate
Court No. 2, of Har-
ris County, Texas,
Deceased, were is-
sued on October 5,
2017.

LOGAN WILSON

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
5223 Garth Rd.

Baytown, TX
77521

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this November
27, 2017.

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate

Only 16 dollars for 20
words, 40,000 copies.
Call (281) 328-9605
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WATER
SAFETY

Well system
parts vital for
good water

quality
(NAPSI)—If you ever get water from

a well, you should know there’s more to
it than just, well, a well. In fact, a wa-
ter well is really a water well system
because it consists of numerous compo-
nents—many of which can affect water
quality if not well maintained.
What’s In A Well

These components are designed to
protect water from contaminants that
are harmful to health or adversely af-
fect the water’s appearance, taste or
odor. They include:

• The Well Casing: This is the tubu-
lar structure that is placed in the drilled
well to maintain the opening. Along
with grout, the casing confines the
groundwater to its zone underground
and can prevent contaminants from
mixing with the water.

The most common materials for well
casings are carbon steel, plastic (most
commonly PVC), and stainless steel.
Different geologic formations dictate

which type of casing can be used. Resi-
dents in some areas have a choice be-
tween steel and PVC, both of which have
advantages.

PVC is lightweight, resistant to cor-
rosion, and relatively easy for contrac-
tors to install. However, it is not as
strong and not as resistant to heat as
steel. Steel, though, is susceptible to
corrosion, can have scale buildup, and
can cost more than PVC.

If the casing is sufficiently corroded
or breaks, or if the grouting fails, con-
taminants could enter the well and com-
promise your water quality. Your best
protection is to get a periodic water well
system inspection to identify any such
problems.

• The Well Cap: This goes on top of
the well casing. It should fit snugly so
debris, insects or small animals can’t
find their way into the well system. The
well cap should be bolted or locked so it
cannot be easily removed.

Well caps are usually aluminum or
thermoplastic and have a vented screen
so the pressure difference between the
inside and outside of the well casing will
be equalized when water is pumped
from the well.

A cracked or loose well cap could al-
low outside contaminants, including
bacteria via insects or vermin, into the
well. Well owners should visually in-
spect their well cap from time to time
and contact a water well system profes-
sional if a problem is detected.

• The Pitless Adapter: This connec-
tor is used in places where freezing oc-
curs. It’s installed underground below
the frost line to provide a sanitary seal
between the well casing and the water
line running to the house. If this seal is
compromised, it could allow bacteria or
other contamination into the well. A
water well system contractor can deter-
mine whether a faulty pitless adapter
is contributing to such water quality
problems.

• The Well Screen: This prevents ex-
cess sediment from entering the well.
The screen attaches to the bottom of the
casing, letting water move through the
well while keeping out most gravel and
sand.

There are assorted styles of screens,
and a water well system professional
can determine which type is best suit-
ed to your well. The wrong type of screen
or a deteriorated screen could allow sed-
iment, sand and gravel into your well
and your water.

The National Ground Water Associ-
ation (NGWA) advises household well
owners to maintain their well systems,
including these important components,
to protect drinking water quality and
health.
Learn More

For further information about well
systems, water quality, and groundwa-
ter protection, visit
www.WellOwner.org.


