
US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, and 
Waste Management.

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the 
area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerbocker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.
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Who is involved in the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund?

The SUPERFUND NEWS 
was the result of a grant from 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department in 2016. Citizens 
along the San Jacinto River, 
on both the Highlands and the 
Channelview side, have been 
concerned about the danger 
the toxins in the Waste Pits 
threatened to their homes 
and families. and needed a 
reliable and constant source of 
information to know what was 
happening to the site.

In 2015 Harris County attorney 
Vince Ryan won a $30 million 
lawsuit against the PRP (Potential 
Responsible Parties) and of that 
sum, $10 million was designated 
to Harris County for remediation. 
TPWD designated the money to 
be used for projects that were 
deemed to “help restore the river 
to recreational and natural uses, 
and to fund environmental and 
education efforts.”

A grant to Grafikpress Corp. 
went for the publishing of 
Superfund News, and distribution 
to 12,500 homes and businesses 
on both sides of the river, near 
the Waste Pits. Significant events 
involving the remediation of the 
Waste Pits have0 occured in the 
last year, all of it documented 
and published by the Superfund 
News.

Now in the second year of the 
remediation process, it is evident 
that the public still needs to know 
what authorities and the PRP 
are doing to remove the toxins, 
as ordered by EPA. Therefore, 
Harris County Precinct 2, and 
Commissioner Jack Morman, 
have authorized a renewal of 
the Superfund News, to report 
on progress in EPA’s order to 
completely remove the toxic 
materials. This is the first issue of 
that second year, and some of the 
articles are a review of progress 
since the last issue published in 
2017.

FREE Take One

EAST HARRIS COUNTY – The San Ja-
cinto River Coalition, and the Galveston Bay 
Foundation, held a joint news conference 
Tuesday, Sept. 5, 2017 to call attention to the 
potential damage to the Waste Pits caused 
by Hurricane Harvey, and the subsequent 
flooding of the San Jacinto River.

Scott Jones of the GBF called on the EPA 
to make a thorough inspection of the waste 
pits, looking for failure of the Cap that now is 
meant to contain the toxic materials. He also 
said that EPA has had enough time to answer 
comments, and make a Final Decision on the 
method to be used to solve the problem.

Jackie Young of the SJRC said that resi-
dents along the river were fearful of returning 
to their homes, not knowing if any of the toxic 
material was on their property, in their homes 
or in their wells. Using a map of the river, she 
pointed out that it narrowed as it went past 
the waste pits and under the I-10 bridge. 
This means that the velocity and strength of 
the river is greater when it is necked down, 
and therefore the waste pits are at greater 
risk of dislodging.

Young pointed out that the membrane and 
rock cover over the pits has required repair 
work each year since it was placed. She 
raised the question of how many times the 
Cap would be damaged and need repair, if 

Bumpers meant to protect the I--10 bridge 
were damaged by Harvey.

The San Jacinto River washed out Market 
Street, taking a new path.

Flooding from 
Hurricane threatened 
integrity of Waste Pits

left there the 750 years that it would take for 
the material to degrade.

In an exclusive interview with the Star-
Courier, the contractor for the membrane, 
Brett Crawford of EcoSeal Protective Coat-
ings, said that the type of membrane installed 
over the Waste Pits by his company would 
not withstand long term use, and ultra-violet 
light from the sun would eventually cause 

pinholes and deterioration of the ability of the 
membrane to contain the toxic material. 

Scott Jones said that after the flood from 
the hurricane, that the rock cover had been 
displaced and some of the fabric membrane 
had peeled back. In fact, workmen could be 
seen in the background of the press confer-
ence area, working on the Cap to correct 
these very problems.

Jones called on the EPA to test for proof 
that no toxins had been released, rather 
than just a visual inspection. Greg Groogan 
pointed out that the toxicity of the fish and 
crabs in the river had not been tested in the 
last five years, due to budget constraints 
at Texas Parks and Wildlife. Jackie Young 
added that testing of only sediment and water 
did not expose the problems that might be 
in the fish.

When questioned by the press about 
whether there had been any recent inspec-
tion of the waste pits since the flood waters 
had subsided, no one in the assembled group 
could say they had seen any inspection by 
foot or by boat. This is in spite of the fact that 
the San Jacinto Citizens Against Pollution had 
posted a statement this week that no toxic 
release had occured according to an inspec-
tion by the contractors for the PRP.

EPA head tours Waste Pits 
Scott Pruitt walks on site, promises “containment”

By Gilbert Hoffman

The head of the federal 
EPA (Environmental Pro-
tection Agency) and the 
person who will have the 
final say on how the San 
Jacinto River Waste Pits Su-
perfund Site is disposed of, 
was in East Harris County 
last Friday to walk across 
the site and learn about the 
conditions firsthand.

Accompanying EPA Di-
rector Scott Pruitt were 
officials from the EPA, both 
nationally and from the 

Dallas office, including the 
Region 6 Acting Head Sam 
Coleman. Also on hand was 
Fox News26 reporter Greg 
Groogan, and after the walk 
Pruitt had an opportunity to 
discuss his visit with Jack-
ie Young of THEA (Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance) and Scott Jones of 
GBF (Galveston Bay Foun-
dation).

Pruitt’s visit to the site was 
highly unusual, with EPA 
officials normally relying on 
reports and inspections from 
their staff and consultants.

EPA Director Scott Pruitt, center, looks out over the Superfund site with Region 
6 Acting Director Sam Coleman (straw hat), other EPA officials, and FoxNews26 
reporter Greg Groogan (in cap). Pruitt wanted to be more familiar with the site 
and its potential problems, especially after the recent flood event.

SUPERFUND 
NEWS continues 
as source of 
SJR Waste Pits 
Information

Continued Overleaf



Who is involved in the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund?
, 

USArmy COE
The Army Corps of 
Engineers has completed 
Technical Studies on the 
Environmental impact of 6+ 
strategies to Cap or Remove 
the toxic wastes.
Their recommendations 
are included in a 237 page 
report, favoring a modified 
cap over removal, but 
stating either is possible.

TPWD
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
was designated by the 
Legislature, with the help 
of Representative Wayne 
Smith, to administer $10 
million of the lawsuit 
settlement funds for 
environmental projects 
along the River.

HC PCT 2
Pct. 2 received $10 
million of the $29.2 million 
settlement, and plans to 
use it for environmental 
projects within 5 miles of 
the Waste Pits, according 
to Commissioner Jack 
Morman.

HARRIS COUNTY
Various departments 
are involved, including 
Grants Administration, 
Pollution Control, and 
Public Health.

GBF
Galveston Bay Foundation 
maintains a website 
with information on all 
of the Waste Pits parties 
actions, and other 
matters of interest to the 
environmental health of 
the River and Galveston 
Bay.

OTHERS
-- TCEQ
-- US Coast Guard
-- Private Attorneys
-- Houston Chronicle
-- City of Baytown
-- KRIV ch26
-- Star-Courier

Photos showing  
force of Hurricane 

Harvey

Raging waters of the San Jacinto River wash against 
the side of the I-10 bridge.

The I-10 bridge over the San Jacinto River was 
closed for most of the week due to high water and 
possible damage to the bridge.

Hundreds of people fled flooded neighborhoods, as 
shown here on Tidwell near Beltway 8 East.

Six members of the Saldavar family perished when 
this van ran off Ley Road into Greens Bayou.

TRANSTAR camera captured flooding at I-610 East 
Loop at Market Street exit.

EPA head tours Waste Pits site,
Continued from page 1

You don’t want that and 
that’s absent a hurricane. 
So as we look to answers 
here, they need to be 
permanent, they need 
to provide confidence 
with the people of this 
area that it’s going to be 
for the long haul and we 
fix this situation, so that 
anxiety goes away.”

E n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t 
activists Scott Jones of 
GBF and Jackie Young of 
THEA were pleased that 
Pruitt had visited the site, 
witnessed the problem 
first-hand, and promised 
a quick solution. 

Jones said “He said 
he would expedite the 
decision. EPA staff has 
already said removal is 

At the end of the on-site tour, Pruitt was able to talk with local environmentalists Scott 
Jones of GBF and Jackie Young of THEA, who explained their concerns about leaving 
the toxic waste in place with only a cap to protect future containment. A complete 
removal of the waste material is favored by local residents and recommended in 
the last EPA report, he was told.

During the on-site inspection, Pruitt and his group were able to see sights such 
as this rock cover and geotech membrane, pushed back by the force of the river, 
and exposing the material contained underneath. Tests are planned to learn 
if any toxic waste was able to escape from several similar areas. Drone photos 
showed the site with a number of areas opened like this.

Environmental  Warnings

In addition to the per-
sonnel accompanying 
Pruitt, there were also 
at least two boats with 
dive teams inspecting 
and probing the waste 
pits just beyond Pruitt’s 
presence. They were 
searching for breaks in 
the armored cap and its 
geotextile membrane 
after the Hurricane Har-
vey, and the subsequent 
flooding by the raging 
river. Nearby the torrent 
of the river had washed 
out two roads, making 
them impassable, and 
caused huge sinkholes 
in a residential area, 
where houses slid into 
the holes. 

From where Pruitt 
stood, he could also see 
the damage to two large 
bumpers in the river that 
were meant to protect 
the I-10 bridge, but obvi-
ously had been hit and 
compromised.

After viewing the dis-
placed rock cover, and 
in some areas exposed 
and dislodged mem-
brane, Pruitt said “When 
you have a temporary 
situation like this, when 
you take rock and put it 
on top of a site to secure 
it, you have a big enough 
storm, something like 
this, that could cause a 
disruption of that rock 
and a release could oc-
cur. We pray that didn’t 
happen here. That’s what 
we are testing.”

Pruitt was able to see 
the 1/3 of the material 
that is above the water-
line, but 2/3 of the toxic 
waste remain below, 
with its condition of 
containment not really 
known. Days after Pruitt 
left the site, divers were 
still in the river probing 
the cap’s condition be-
low the waterline.

After walking the site, 
and viewing the extent 
of the problem, Pruitt 
said he would take quick 
action, but did not indi-
cate which “permanent 
solution” he favored. 
The EPA staff has rec-
ommended complete 

removal of the toxic 
material, which might 
mean as many as 17,000 
truckloads hauled off the 
site, a project that will 
take over a year and cost 
up to $60 million dollars. 
However, another group 
(San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Polution) has 
recommended to the 
EPA that they build a 
permanent concrete 
cap, with administrative 
controls for the next 75 
years. 

Pruitt said “Our team 
at Region 6, the EPA 
has really each year 
had to come in here 
and provide some kind 
of remedial effort to the 
site -- that’s not good. 

the right course.”
Jackie Young cau-

tioned that “As long as 
the waste pits stay in the 
river, our residents won’t 
feel safe, expecially in 
the storm situations that 
we have had recently. 
Administrator Pruit t 
made it clear he under-
stands that.”

Pruitt was able to tour 
some of the other 42 Su-
perfund Sites in Harris 
County during his visit. 

The final ROD (Re-
cord of Decision) for the 
San Jacinto River Waste 
Pits site is due to be an-
nounced before the end 
of 2017.


