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JACINTO CITY
MARKET BY NIGHT

Saturday, July 14th,
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm, 1025
Oates Rd. at Town Center
Plaza, Jacinto City

BBQ FUNDRAISER
Hosted by LULAC Coun-

cil 4703 Galena Park, Satur-
day, July 14, 2018, 11 am -
3 pm, 307 Holland (Mechan-
ic Shop). Brisket or chicken,
sausage and all the trim-
mings. $10 a plate. For ques-
tions call 832-434-1591.

Waste Pits need additional repairs
Toxic material exposed, cap membrane missing

San Jacinto Riverbed scouring image post Hurrican Harvey.
Gridded areas of riverbed labeled A, B, C, D will be repaired,
as well as exposed toxin area in Northwest corner (dark
Blue).

EPA CHIEF
PRUITT
RESIGNS

See  Pruitt Resigns, PAGE 8

OUT: Pruitt IN: Wheeler

The beleagured head of the
Environmental Protection
Agency, Scott Pruitt, resigned
his position last week, on July
5th, only one day after attend-
ing a 4th of July event at the
White House. President Trump
accepted his resignation, and
said that his assistant, Andrew
Wheeler, would take over EPA
as Acting Administrator.

Pruitt had befriended local
Houston environmentalists
such as Jackie Young of the
SJRC, and Scott Jones of the
GBF. It remains to be seen
whether the new administrator
will be as open and helpful on
their local issues.

Pruitt had become well-
known in Houston environ-

See Waste Pits need
Repairs, PAGE 8

EPA Directs
Additional
Repairs for
San Jacinto
River Waste Pits
Superfund Site

DALLAS – (June 29,
2018) EPA is directing the
potentially responsible
parties of the San Jacinto
River Waste Pits Super-
fund site in Texas to take
immediate action to ad-
dress damage to the pro-
tective cap. Initial repairs
will begin shortly at the
damaged areas where the
protective rock was miss-
ing. Upon completion, EPA
will inspect the final re-
pair.

EPA received prelimi-
nary data from sediment
samples collected by EPA’s
dive team from twenty-two
small areas measuring up
to 50 square feet at the San
Jacinto River Waste Pits
Superfund site. Samples
from twenty-two of the ar-
eas confirmed the protec-
tive cap is absent and the

underlying waste materi-
al was exposed. The pre-
liminary sample showed
dioxins up to 60,500 ng/kg.
EPA recommended clean
up level for the site is 30
ng/kg.

EPA has directed both
International Paper and
Industrial Maintenance
Corporation, the potential-
ly responsible parties

Jacinto City Police recognized for robbery arrests

Photo by Allan Jamail

Jacinto City Police Department Personnel receiving recognition plagues. L – R: Lt. D. Walker, Patrolman O. Elizondo, Cpl. A.J. Seydler, Dispatcher Esther
G. Perez, Chief J. M. Ayala, Sgt. B.J. Silva, Sgt. E. Ramos, Patrolman A. Kamali and Patrolman T. Hodges.

Goose Creek
ISD will collect
Galena Park
ISD taxes

On June 1, 2018, the
Galena Park ISD (GPISD) Tax
Office officially merged tax
collections with Goose
Creek CISD Tax Services. Ga-
lena Park ISD taxpayers will
continue to make payments,
receive tax receipts, get
copies of their statements
and have any questions an-
swered at the Galena Park
ISD Tax Office located at the
GPISD Administration Build-
ing (14705 Woodforest
Blvd.)

With this new partner-
ship, Galena Park ISD taxpay-
ers now have the ability to
make their tax payments at
Goose Creek Tax Office,
Crosby ISD Administration
Building  and City of La Porte
Hall. Online payment servic-
es are also available via the
GPISD or Goose Creek CISD
websites. Tax Payments can
also be mailed to Goose
Creek ISD Tax Services.

The mission of the Gale-
na Park ISD Tax Office re-
mains the same, which is to
provide the community with
exemplary support and as-
sistance with their local tax-
es.

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL

You're Invited to Vaca-
tion Bible School!

Shipwrecked: Rescued
By Jesus

Old River Terrace United
Methodist Church and Igle-
sia Revive

July 23-26, 5:30 - 9:00
p.m.

4 yr olds - 11 yr olds
16102 East Freeway
Channelview, TX 77530
Call 281-452-2861 for

more info.

By Allan Jamail

Jacinto City, TX. – June
28, 2018 at the Jacinto City
Council Meeting Lt. D.
Walker, Sgt. B.J. Silva, Sgt.
E. Ramos, Cpl. A.J. Seydler,
Patrolman O. Elizondo,
Patrolman T. Hodges, Pa-

trolman A. Kamali and
Dispatcher Esther G. Perez
were recognized for their
outstanding service to the
city. Police Chief Joey Aya-
la commended them for
their quick action in two
separate armed robberies
between April and May

that cumulated in the fel-
ony arrest of eleven rob-
bery suspects.

Chad Burke, President
of The Economic Alliance
Corporation for the Hous-
ton Ship Channel region in
which the city is a member
gave their annual report.

Allan Jamail founder of

the Keep Jacinto City
Clean Committee ques-
tioned how building work
at 10902 Lane Street on a
home was allowed for six
months without a valid
building permit. City Man-
ager Lon Squyres said cur-
rently a Stop Work

Violation Red Tag has been
placed on the building and
the owner has been noti-
fied of the violations to the
city’s building code and the
requirement to obtain a
building permit before any
future work can continue.

Wet Independence Day
doesn’t dampen celebrations

Photo by Allan Jamail

July 4, 2018 - Galena Park and Jacinto City had their annual 4th of
July celebration, earlier parts of Harris County recorded record
setting rains of 10” inches for this Independence Day. The 2 cities
share the cost for the fireworks display which brings thousands of
celebrants to the area to see the 25 minute show.

Guards block access to
Immigrant Kids Facility

Photo by Allan Jamail

Armed guard, Chief G. Fuentes blocks State Senator Sylvia
Garcia (left) and State Representative Ana Hernandez from
entering the children’s detention facility in their district.

By Allan Jamail
Edited by NCS staff

CHANNELVIEW, TX. –
North Channel – Friday,
June 29, 2018 — State
Senator Sylvia Garcia and
State Representative Ana
Hernandez went to Casa
Montezuma, a child deten-
tion facility in their dis-
trict, to check on migrant
children being housed
there. The children have
either been separated from
their parents who immi-
grated to the United States
seeking political asylum
from violence and persecu-
tion, or else they arrived
without parents.

Armed officers in uni-
forms bearing the name
Fort Bend County Patrol
swarmed Garcia and Her-
nandez, stopping them and
telling them they could not
enter to see the children
even though they both
proved they were elected

state officials.
Allan Jamail, a photo-

journalist for the North
Channel Star, accompany-
ing the state officials, had
his camera grabbed by an
officer whose uniform iden-
tified him as Chief G. Fu-

See Access Blocked,
Page 8

(PRPs) for the San Jacinto
Waste Pits Superfund site
in Harris County, to take
steps to ensure that the ex-
posed waste material is
isolated and securely cov-
ered.  The dioxin in the
waste material does not
dissolve easily in water,
but it can migrate further
out into the surrounding
sediments.

The PRPs devel-
oped an Operations,
M o n i t o r i n g ,  a n d
Maintenance Plan un-
der Federal Order by
the EPA and complet-
ed work to prevent
wastes from continu-
ing to migrate to adja-
cent areas including
the San Jacinto River
in July 2011. The Or-
der allows the Agency
to require additional
measures and investi-
gations deemed neces-
sary by the Agency
from its periodic in-
spection of the protec-
t i v e  c a p .  E P A  i s
exercising that au-
thority today. EPA
divers determined
that additional mea-
sures were necessary.

The PRP conducted
similar repairs in De-
cember 2015 and Sep-
tember 2017.  EPA
selected long-term
remedy for the site
has 150,000 cubic

OPINION
POLL

Do you approve of
President Trump’s
Immigration Policies?

❍          YES
❍          NO
❍          NOT SURE

Cast your vote on our
website, and see current
results, at:
www.starcouriernews.com

entes. Fuentes told the vis-
iting group that the area is
private property and off-
limits to visitors and pho-
to-taking.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

FM 2100

FM 2100 from Huffman-Cleveland Road (North) to FM 1960

CSJ: 1062-02-009

Harris County, Texas
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), as the lead agency, is proposing improvements to Farm-to-Market (FM) 2100 from

Huffman-Cleveland Road (North) to FM 1960 in Harris County, Texas. This notice advises the public that TxDOT will be conducting a
Public Hearing on the proposed project. The hearing will be held on Thursday, August 2, 2018, at Hargrave High School, 25400 Willy
Lane, Huffman, Texas 77336. Displays will be available for viewing at 5:30 p.m. with the formal hearing starting at 6:30 p.m. The
purpose of the hearing is to present the planned improvements and to receive public comment on the proposed project.

The proposed project area includes 4.5 miles of existing roadway and proposes to reconstruct and widen the existing facility from a
two-lane roadway to a four-lane divided roadway with a raised median. The proposed improvements would accommodate expected
traffic demand and growth in the region, while enhancing safety by providing a divided highway with raised medians and dedicated left
turn lanes at select intersections and cross-streets. The proposed roadway design would include one 12-foot travel lane and one 15-foot
outside shared-use lane in each direction, as well as sidewalks in each direction. Additional design features would include a storm sewer
drainage system and detention ponds.

The proposed roadway improvements would be constructed primarily within the existing 150-foot right-of-way (ROW). Approximately
34 acres of additional ROW would be required for drainage, corner clips, and accommodation of the approaches to the bridge crossing at
Luce Bayou. Although additional ROW is required, no residential or commercial structures would be displaced. Information concerning
services and benefits available to affected property owners and information about the tentative schedule for ROW acquisition may be
obtained from the district office at the address listed below.

The proposed project would impact wetlands and would require an Individual Permit from the US Army Corps of Engineers under
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The proposed project would encroach upon the floodplain, however, the base flood elevation would
not increase.

Any environmental documentation or studies, maps showing the project location and design, tentative construction schedules, and
other information regarding the proposed project are on file and available for inspection Monday through Friday between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT Houston District Office, 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007. To schedule an appoint-
ment at the Houston District, please contact Ms. Wahida Wakil at (713) 802-5513. Information will also be made available for viewing at
the North Harris County Area Office, 16803 Eastex Freeway (US 59), Humble, Texas 77396. To schedule an appointment at the North
Harris County Area Office, please call (281) 319-6400. This information also will be available for review at the hearing. Verbal and
written comments from the public regarding the proposed project are requested and may be presented at the hearing, or submitted in
person or by mail to the TxDOT Houston District Office, Attention: Director of Project Development, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas
77251-1386. Comments must be received on or before Friday, August 17, 2018, to be part of the official hearing record. Comments may
also be submitted electronically to hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov or https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meet-
ings/houston/080218.html.

The hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending who have special communications or accommodation needs,
such as the need for an interpreter, are encouraged to contact the TxDOT Houston District Public Information Office at (713) 802-5076.
Requests should be made at least two days prior to the hearing. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs.

If you have any general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project or the hearing, please contact the TxDOT Houston
District Public Information Office at (713) 802-5076.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this
project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding
dated December 16, 2014, and executed by Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and TxDOT.

On July 5, 2018, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers
released a summary of
their work plan for studies
and construction projects
related to funding provid-
ed in the Bipartisan Bud-
get Act of 2018, which was
passed and signed into law
on February 9 of this year.
The Harris County Flood
Control District is pleased
to report that many of our
requests are included in
the posted work plan.
Studies, which are at full
federal expense, include:

• $3 million for the Sec-
tion 216 Study led by the
Corps, which will evaluate
the existing Addicks and
Barker reservoirs and rec-
ommend operational
changes and/or physical
projects to improve the ef-
fectiveness of the reser-
voirs in reducing flood
risks upstream and down-
stream; and

• $3 million for a coun-
ty-wide drainage study to
look at Harris County’s
drainage infrastructure as
a system, identifying po-
tential inadequacies and
potential improvements to
the overall system.

Also included is federal
funding to complete ongo-

Harris County Flood Control District
responds to U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers Harvey Recovery Work Plan

ing construction of four ac-
tive federal flood risk re-
duction projects that the
Flood Control District is
currently working on with
the Corps. These construc-
tion projects include:

• $75 million for the
Brays Bayou Federal
Project, consisting of
around 21 miles of channel
improvements, 11,400
acre-feet of stormwater
detention volume, and 30
bridge replacements or
modifications;

• $295,165,000 for the
Clear Creek Federal
Project, which includes 15
miles of channel improve-
ments and around 1,400
acre-feet of additional
stormwater detention vol-
ume in several basins;

• $65 million for the
Hunting Bayou Federal
Project, which calls for
around 4 miles of channel
improvements, 1,000 acre-
feet of stormwater deten-
tion volume, and 17 bridge
replacements or modifica-
tions; and

• $45 million for the
White Oak Bayou Federal
Project, consisting of over
15 miles of channel im-
provements and almost
3,000 acre-feet of stormwa-
ter detention volume.

The timing of the re-
lease of funding and impor-
tant procedural details
still need to be addressed
in the near future, but the
fact that these investiga-
tions and projects were
specifically named and
have targeted funding is
“very positive news,” said
Russ Poppe, Executive Di-
rector of the Flood Control
District.

“The Corp’s work plan
announcement is great
news for us as we have
been advocating for project
funding of these critical
projects for many years,”
Poppe said. “This secured
funding will allow us to
complete these projects in
a much shorter timeframe
– as compared to the un-
certainty of annual appro-
priations – and will reduce
flood risks for thousands of
Harris County residents.”

The work plan also in-
cludes short-term funding
for repairs to damaged
drainage infrastructure,
and while several projects
within Harris County are
listed, exact dollar
amounts have not yet been
allocated.

AUSTIN, Texas – The
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA)
has awarded $76.7 million
to the Texas General Land
Office as a reimbursement
for the management and
execution of the Partial
Repair and Essential Pow-
er for Sheltering (PREPS)
program following Hurri-
cane Harvey.

 The PREPS program
provided emergency re-
pairs and power restora-
tion to single-family,
owner-occupied homes.
These repairs made the
home safe, sanitary, and
secure so that the home-
owner could return home,
rather than shelter in a
hotel or rental property,
while they continued to
work on their full recovery.

 The measures taken

FEMA grants $76 million to
Texas General Land Office

during the PREPS repair
process provided only the
minimal and essential re-
pairs necessary to make
the home safe and sani-
tary.

 This FEMA grant of
$76 million requires a 10
percent non-federal match,
or $8.5 million, of the near-
ly $85 million award. The
total cost of the PREPS
program, with previous re-
imbursements, was more
than $170.5 million.

This funding comes
from FEMA’s Public Assis-
tance grant program which
reimburses state agencies
for actions taken during
response and recovery
from disasters, such as
Hurricane Harvey. Eligible
applicants include states,
federally recognized tribal
governments, U.S. territo-

ries, local governments,
and certain private non-
profit organizations.

 FEMA obligates fund-
ing for these projects di-
rectly to the state. It is the
state’s responsibility to
ensure that the eligible fi-
nal recipients receive these
awards. Following the
state’s review process and
upon receipt of appropriate
documentation, they will
provide funds to the final
recipients on a reimburs-
able basis.

For additional informa-
tion on Hurricane Harvey
and Texas recovery, visit
the Hurricane Harvey di-
saster web page at
www.fema.gov/disaster/
4332 or the Texas Division
of Emergency Manage-
ment website at https://
www.dps.texas.gov/dem/.

Baytown, TX – Holy
Family Catholic Church is
putting faith forward for
the City of Baytown. On
July 21, it will host the 2nd
annual Family Wellness
Expo. The event kick off is
at 10 am. It will be a fun-
filled day dedicated to ac-
tivities and an enjoyable
experience for the whole
family.

The event has con-
firmed partnerships with
Baylor College of Medicine,

Baytown Family Wellness Expo set
OffBeat Eatz Food Truck,
City of Baytown, MD
Anderson Cancer Center,
Kona Ice, UPS Stores Bay-
town, and many more.

 The event is free to the
public. There will be hour-
ly features, performances,
door prizes, games, ven-
dors, and exhibitors. Fam-
ilies will come together for
a day and focus on physi-
cal, mental, and spiritual
well-being.

All vendor fees and on-
site donations will be col-

lected to establish a youth
program to benefit the
Baytown community.
About the organization:

Holy Family Catholic
Church is a community of
faith that welcomes all.
They are creating a new
opportunity to engage and
serve the greater Baytown
area through hosting an
event that gathers and
promotes local businesses
and an overall focus on
wellness in the city.

Highlands Rotary helps
with Hurricane relief

HIGHLANDS ROTARIANS Trisha and Andy Scott (above right), with
granddaughter, are seen at Lowes with Beau and Davida Rosser. The Rotary
club from Highlands, with the help of the Rotary Club of Franklin, North
Carolina have been aiding families that were devastated by the floods
that followed Hurricane Harvey last September. The club purchased an
entire kitchen appliance package for this family, and has helped others.
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2018 Channelview Little League’s Accomplishments

International Baseball Seniors are District 17 Champions

(expires 7-31-18)

International Baseball 10/11/12 year olds.
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯AUSTIN — Texas
Attorney General Ken
Paxton on July 2 notified
11 Texas cities that their
ordinances against plastic
shopping bags had been
knocked down by the Texas
Supreme Court.

Paxton said he issued
letters to the cities of
Austin, Sunset Valley, Port
Aransas, Laguna Vista,
Fort Stockton, Eagle Pass,
Corpus Christi, Browns-
ville, Kermit, Freer and
South Padre Island “to
ensure awareness of the
recent ruling and waste
management responsibili-
ties Texas law places on
municipalities.”

In January, the state
Supreme Court heard
arguments in the City of
Laredo v. Laredo Mer-
chants Association and on
June 22 the court struck
down the bag ordinance.
The city maintained it was
not a bag ban but “an
incremental implementa-
tion plan towards a cleaner
city.”

However, the Supreme
Court upheld an appeals
court ruling siding with the
merchants association in
finding that the state’s
Solid Waste Disposal Act
preempts the city's
ordinance, and no city

281-328-4300
2011 FM 2100 • Crosby
www.cbsouthernhomes.com

Call one of our Professional Realtors • Experience, Service, Results!

Cindy Griggs
281-989-9676

Stacy Beard
281-414-1966

Wendy Reed
281-731-4182

Karen Noack
281-782-6664

Penny Adams
713-203-2089

Terry Haydon
281-455-8595

Brandie Arnold
281-620-3972

Sarah Saunders
281-443-0136

Barbara Price
713-553-0695

Harvey Proofed! Home is High and Dry!
Beautiful and private home tucked away
in 4.86 ac. 3 bedroom, 2 bath home has
been meticulously maintained and boast
impressive craftsmanship. Open Living
room with Dining room with double sided
fireplace to Kitchen. Large Master suite with
romant ic  f i rep lace.    $299,999
MLS#35351233

STUNNING WATERFRONT CUSTOM
BUILT home recently remodeled with
updated cabinets and granite
countertops, flooring, interior and
exterior doors and many more. This
mult i - level  f loor plan has an
enormous  l i v i ng  room fo r
entertaining. $504,000
MLS #46277114

DID NOT flood during Harvey. Beautiful
4 bedroom home with a formal dining
area, study and upstairs family room!
Stunning hardwood floors. Wonderful
back patio with a spectacular view of
the lake! Welcome Home! $322,900
MLS#81898883

This fabulous custom built home has
an open floor plan with a spacious
living room, soaring ceilings and a
family room that is perfect for
entertaining.  There is a formal dining
room, an office and the gourmet
kitchen has gorgeous granite counter
tops, island, breakfast bar, butler
pantry and plenty of cabinets for
storage.  $858,000 MLS# 29191892

Don’t miss out on this gorgeous home
in Seven Oaks North Section in
Newport.  Security system, natural gas
appliances, Nest thermostat, media/
game room upstairs, 3 bedrooms 2
baths upstairs, master bedroom and
ba th  downs ta i r s ,  ha l f  ba th
downstairs.  Plus no backyard
neighbors!  $218,000 MLS#84409771
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JERRY BUYS HOUSES
Any Condition. Repos, Flood Damage, etc.

www.jerry4cash.com

713-455-7111

Paxton sends letters to cities
that passed bag ban ordinances

impact could turn out to be
greater than that of
Hurricane Dolly in 2008.

“I thank the president
and his administration for
their swift response to aid
Texans in the Rio Grande
Valley as they continue to
recover from these
devastating floods. Going
forward, the state of Texas
will continue to work with
local leaders to ensure the
needs of those affected by
the floods are being met,”
Abbott said.

Illnesses tied to
parasite

The Texas Department
of State Health Services on
July 2 announced some 56
cases of illness caused by
the microscopic parasite
Cyclospora had been
identified since the
beginning of May.

Cyclosporiasis is an
intestinal illness caused by
the consumption of food or

AUSTIN, Texas – If
disaster strikes once, it
can strike again. Make
sure you’re prepared —
and remain eligible for
assistance from the
federal government — by
buying and maintaining
flood insurance.

If your community
participates in the
National Flood Insurance
Program and your
property is in a high-risk
zone known as a special
flood hazard area
(SFHA), you are required
by law to purchase and
maintain flood insurance
if you have received
federal disaster assis-
tance for flood damage.
Otherwise, when disaster
strikes again, you will be
ineligible for federal
assistance for flood
damage to your home or
its contents.

Homeowners in SFHAs
who receive disaster
assistance must maintain
flood insurance for as
long as the property
address exists. If the
home is sold, the insur-
ance requirement is
passed to the new owner;
therefore buyers should
thoroughly research the
history of their property
before closing.

Renters in SFHAs who
receive federal disaster
assistance for flood-
damaged personal
property also must
maintain flood insurance

Flood aid recipients: Get
insurance to stay eligible
for repeat assistance
Some residents in high-risk areas must maintain flood coverage or
risk missing out on future aid

on the contents of their
home for as long as they
live at that location. The
insurance requirement,
however, ends once the
aid recipient moves away.

People in an SFHA who
receive flood assistance
through FEMA’s Individu-
als and Households
Program (IHP) may
qualify for a Group Flood
Insurance Policy (GFIP).
The group policy is paid
with IHP grant funds for
survivors who receive
disaster assistance and
lack required flood
insurance. To receive a
group policy, you must
have applied for a U.S.
Small Business Adminis-
tration disaster loan and
been found ineligible,
among other require-
ments. A group policy
expires at the end of 36
months, but the require-
ment to maintain flood
insurance continues.

To learn more about
flood insurance and the
National Flood Insurance
Program, call 800-427-
4661, visit www.fema.gov/
business/nfip or contact
your insurance agent.

For information on
Hurricane Harvey and
Texas recovery, visit the
Hurricane Harvey
disaster web page at
www.fema.gov/disaster/
4332 or the Texas Division
of Emergency Manage-
ment website at
www.dps.texas.gov/dem/

ordinance may conflict with
a state law.

Request for aid
granted

Gov. Greg Abbott’s
federal disaster request for
individual assistance for
Cameron and Hidalgo
counties following recent
severe weather and
flooding has been granted,
the governor’s office
announced July 6.

Abbott made the request
to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency on
June 26 after visiting
Edinburg, where local
officials briefed him on the
flooding and response and
recovery efforts following a
storm that hit South Texas
June 18-22. The weather
event and its aftermath are
being referred to as “The
Great June 2018 Flood.”
The National Weather
Service has estimated that
the event’s breadth and

water contaminated with
Cyclospora. The main
symptom of the illness is
watery diarrhea lasting
from a few days to a few
months.

State and local health
agencies are working to
determine if there is a
common source for the
infections. They recom-
mend thorough washing of
all fresh produce.

Revenue total
increases

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on July 3
announced state sales tax
revenue totaled $2.77
billion in June, an amount
13.7 percent more than
reported for the month of
June 2017. _Sales tax
revenue increased for
almost all major economic
sectors, Hegar said. “The
strong revenue growth was
led by collections from the
mining and manufacturing
sectors. The construction,
wholesale and retail trade
sectors also saw strong
gains,” he added. _Also,
total sales tax revenue for
the three months ending in
June 2018 was up 12.4
percent compared to the
same period a year ago.

Sales tax revenue is the

largest source of state
funding for the state
budget, accounting for 58
percent of all tax collec-
tions. Revenue from other
major taxes on motor
vehicle sales and rentals,
motor fuel and oil and
natural gas production
also rose in June 2018,
Hegar said.

More details are
available online via the
Comptroller’s Monthly
State Revenue Watch at
comptroller.texas.gov.

Inspection totals
released

The Texas Department
of Public Safety announced
some 7,980 commercial
motor vehicles were
inspected in Roadcheck
2018, a national commer-
cial motor vehicle safety
effort conducted June 5-7.

Commercial vehicle
enforcement troopers,
specially trained highway

patrol troopers, civilian
inspectors, compliance
review investigators and
local partner agencies
participated in the effort,
in which 1,975 of the 18-
wheelers, buses and other
commercial vehicles
inspected were placed out
of service for a variety of
safety violations until
appropriate repairs could
be made. Issues with
brakes and defective tires
were among the most
common infractions that
led to out-of-service
violations.

Drivers also were
checked for compliance
with state and federal
laws, and 301 drivers were
placed out of service.
Among the violations were
failing to have the proper
type of driver license for
the vehicle being driven
and violation of hours-of-
service limits.

In all, 1,258 citations
and 18,178 warnings were
issued, the DPS said.
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LIFESTYLE

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive    281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

ROOFING
BY

MY ROOFER
281-452-0000

All Types of Repairs

Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

God is our refuge
and strengh, a

very present help
in trouble

Psalm: 46:1

I can do all things
throught Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

FAITH
can move

MOUNTAINS
Matthew 17:20

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

OBITUARIES
✯

Johanna Emma
Busch Reese

Johanna Emma Busch
Reese, 87, of Crosby, Tex-
as, passed away on July 2,
2018. She was born on Jan-
uary 9, 1931 in San Anto-
nio, Texas to Willy Curt

Alvin Albert

Franta

Alvin Albert Franta, 94,
passed away peacefully on
July 1, 2018. He was born
on November 22, 1923 to
Rudolph G. Franta and
Hermina Marek Franta.
Alvin was raised in Cros-
by and graduated from
Crosby High School in
1941. He served in the US
Army as a Sargeant and
was honorably discharged
in 1946. In 1947 he mar-
ried the love of his life,
Steazie Kovalcik, and to-
gether they raised a fami-
ly. Alvin retired from the
ExxonMobil Refinery as a
Planner after 35 years ser-
vice.  He was a longtime
and faithful parishioner of
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church in Crosby where he
was a dedicated member of
the Knights of Columbus

Robert Eugene
Holman

Robert Eugene Holman,
56, passed away June 23,
2018 with his family by his
side in Channelview, Tex-
as. Robert was born on
April 10, 1962 to parents
Lonus and Eva (Collins)

Busch and Emma
Sturzenegger Busch. Jo-
hanna loved her family
and would host gatherings
at her house for them. She
enjoyed painting, crafting,
and gardening. She took
great pride of her garden,
especially her flowerbeds.
Johanna will be dearly
missed by all who knew
and loved her.

She is preceded in death
by her beloved husband,
George Roy Reese, Jr; par-
ents, Willy and Emma
Busch; brothers, John
Busch and Oscar Busch;
and sisters, Evelyn Busch
Long and Doris Busch Sod-
olak.

Johanna is survived by
her sons, Edward Reese
and wife Belinda, and
Donald Reese and wife
Elaine; brother, Willy
Busch and wife Carolyn;

sister, Margaret Busch
Wenzel and husband
Floyd; five grandchildren;
fourteen great-grandchil-
dren; three great-great
grandchildren; and a host
of extended family and
friends.

A visitation for family
and friends will be held on
Sunday, July 8, 2018 from
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm at Ster-
ling-White Funeral Home.
Funeral services will be
held at 10:00 am on Mon-
day, July 9, 2018 also at
Sterling White Funeral
Home. Interment will be in
Sterling White Cemetery.
Arrangements have been
entrusted to Sterling
White Funeral Home,
11011 Crosby-Lynchburg
Rd., Highlands, Texas
77562. To send the family
condolences please visit
www.sterlingwhite.com.

Holman in Sidney, Ohio.
He moved from his home
state of Ohio to escape the
cold and he found and en-
joyed the warmth Texas.
Robert worked in mainte-
nance with the Channel-
view School District for 12
years. He was a kind heart-
ed and generous man. Rob-
ert showed everyone
respect and was glad to try
and help anyone who was
in need. He loved the thrill
of riding choppers, four-
wheelers, and Nascar rac-
ing. Robert enjoyed his
rock-and-roll and country
music, along with his ciga-
rettes and beer. He was a
true collector of all things,
but he especially treasured
collecting skulls and drag-
ons. Robert will be sincere-
ly missed by those who
knew him. He is preceded

in death by his parents;
daughters, Misty and Mar-
ia Holman; brother, Darrell
Holman. He is lovingly sur-
vived by his wife, Anna
Garza; children, Robert E.
Holman, Jr. and wife Crys-
tal, and Victoria Jeffreo;
sisters, Judy Stauffer, Suzy
Rodeheffer, Kim Wilhem;
brothers, Virgil Russell
and Chip Russell; 10
grandchildren; 4 great-
grandchildren; as well as
numerous extended fami-
ly members and friends.

Carter ~ Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, Texas 77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com

and served as a Lector and
an Usher. Alvin was a long-
standing member of the
American Legion, R.V.O.S.
and SPJST. Alvin and his
wife, Steazie loved dancing
and took great pride in
leading Czech and Polish
wedding marches in the
surrounding areas.  He en-
joyed his yardwork, gar-
dening and barbequing for
his family. He cherished
his family and was a devot-
ed husband, father, grand-
father, and great
grandfather. Alvin touched
the lives of many people
with his kind and fun-lov-
ing heart and will be great-
ly missed by all who knew
and loved him.

He is preceded in death
by his devoted wife of 56
years, Steazie M. Franta;
parents, Rudolph and Her-
mina Franta; sisters, Doris
Warzon and Irene Franta;
and brother, Robert Fran-
ta.

Alvin is survived by his
daughters, Linda Tward-
owski and husband Le-
onard, Shirley Buell and
husband Carl, and Annette
Bielamowicz and husband
Raymond; son, Randy
Franta and wife Judy;
grandchildren and their
spouses, Eric and Rachel
Twardowski, Kristen and
Neal Carlson, Brandon
and Rachael Buell, Phillip
Buell, Justin and Mary
Kay Bielamowicz, Darren
and Natalie Bielamowicz,
Laura Bielamowicz Oster-
mann, Jared and Amanda

Bielamowicz, Ryan and
Krista Franta, and Aman-
da Franta and Matt
Fenoglio; greatgrandchil-
dren, Wade, Kate, Elyse,
Elena, Kaitlyn, Hannah
Claire, Corbin, Brooke,
Haley, Jay, Jack, James,
Mary Blake, Olivia, Dylan,
Alex, Claire, Emma, Sofia,
Haygen, Cope, and Adalyn;
and a host of extended
family and friends.

Serving as Pallbearers
will be: Ryan Franta, Dar-
ren Bielamowicz, Brandon
Buell, Eric Twardowski,
Justin Bielamowicz, Jared
Bielamowicz, Phillip Buell,
and Neal Carlson.

A Visitation with a Ro-
sary will begin at 10:00am
on Wednesday, July 11,
2018 at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church, 915 Run-
neburg Road, Crosby, Tex-
as 77532. A Mass of
Christian Burial will fol-
low at 11:00 am. Services
have been entrusted to
Sterling-White Funeral
Home 11011 Crosby-
Lynchburg Rd. Highlands,
Texas 77562. To send the
family condolences please
visit
www.sterlingwhite.com.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in
Alvin’s memory to Sacred
Heart Catholic School, 907
Runneburg Rd, Crosby, TX
77532, www.sacredheart
schoolcrosby.org, 281-328-
6561.

The family would like to
extend a special “Thank
You” to the staff at St.
James House and Dr. Chris
Hays for the care and com-
fort given to Alvin.

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Libitar-
ia in the Old or New Testa-
ment or neither?

2.  In  Ga lat ians  5 :1 ,
"Stand fast therefore in the
... wherewith Christ hath
made us free"? Light, Liber-
ty, Redemption, Resurrec-
tion

3. From John 8:32, "And
ye shall know the ..., and 'it'
shall make you free"? Word,
Truth, Love, Forgiveness

4. In which book's 6:7
does it say, "For he that is
dead is freed from sin"? Isai-
ah, Daniel, Mark, Romans

5. How many times is the
word "independence" men-
tioned in the Bible (KJV)? 0,
2, 11, 17

6. In Acts 22:28, who
said, "But I was free born"?
Paul, Bernice, Nicodemus,
Phoebe

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2)
Liberty; 3) Truth; 4) Romans;
5) 0; 6) Paul
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EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923
P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530

Mrroofer@mail.com
= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Ask Me About
LOW COST

Life Insurance!
713-338-1167

C.W. LIQUOR STOP
Coming soon!

•Offers great deals on your favorite brands
•Variety of liquors, wine, beer, soft drinks, and
accessories
•Check out our Grand Opening prices

111 Sheldon Rd Channelview, Tx. 77536
281-760-6730

Perhaps you are like
me.  Children are
grown.  There is always
too much to do and
rarely enough time to
ponder on what needs
to be on your “Bucket
List” yet, you realize
that you need to stop
and enjoy life.  During
the past few weeks, I
have found my list
getting longer and
longer of things that
need last minute
details covered as well
as too many dates to
add to my daily plan-
ner.

When you work full-
time and your children
are grown, you tend to
finally find time to get
involved in the things
that you have looked
forward to for many
years.  Some of my
friends have gardens
and others pets that
keep them busy.  Other
friends travel and still
others are at a place
where all of their “free”
time is spent taking
care of aging parents
and relatives. I tend to
take vacation time to
volunteer with some of
the many non-profit
organizations that are
near and dear to my
heart.  I spent six days
in New Orleans recent-
ly attending the
national convention for
the National Alliance
on Mental Illness and
two days assisting with
football camps for
children.

I am blessed that my
oldest son and his wife
live very close and in
the evenings, my
daughter in law and I
are able to spend time
together running
errands.  This last
weekend, in spite of
rain, we were able to do
most of the back to
school shopping for
supplies.  This week
she and my grand-
daughters ventured out
to Kingwood to visit a
high school classmate’s
new business King-
wood Taco Shop.
Spending time with the
granddaughters, ages 5

The Death of Common
Sense

Today we mourn the
passing of a beloved old
friend, Common Sense,
who has been with us for
many years. No one knows
for sure how old he was,
since his birth records
were long ago lost in bu-
reaucratic red tape.

He will be remembered
as having cultivated such
valuable lessons as:

Knowing when to come
in out of the rain;   Why the
early bird gets the worm;
Life isn’t always fair,   And
maybe it was my fault.

Common sense lived by
simple, sound financial
policies (don’t spend more
than you can earn) and re-
liable strategies (adults
are in charge not children).
His health began to dete-
riorate rapidly when well
intentioned but overbear-
ing regulations were set in
place. Reports of an 8 year
old boy charged with sex-
ual harassment for kissing
a classmate, teens sus-
pended from school for us-
ing mouthwash after
lunch, and a teacher fired
for reprimanding an unru-
ly student, only worsened
his condition.

Common sense lost
ground when parents at-
tacked teachers for doing
the job they themselves
had failed to do in disci-
plining their unruly chil-
dren. It declined even
further when schools were
required to get parental
consent to administer sun
lotion or an aspirin to a
student, but could not in-
form parents when a stu-

It’s beginning to
feel like….

and 10, was priceless.
To hear their laughter
as we drove home and
they waved at total
strangers and even to
the many trees along
the route reminded me
to laugh.

Last night at dinner,
my son and I talked
about how we need to
plan something fun for
the holidays.  What?
Holidays?  Let me
explain.  I have three
adult children, two of
whom are married and
three grandchildren.
From October until
January, we have eight
birthdays as well as
Halloween, Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas, New
Year’s and MLK Day,
not to mention all of
the time off for the
holidays.  I have never
been one to spend
money for presents.  I
already know we all
have way more than we
will ever need.  In-
stead, I try to plan time
to be in the presence of
each other.  One year,
it was Breakfast with
Santa at the Aquarium
and one year it was the
Thanksgiving Day
Parade with a huge
extended family.  We
typically set aside one
evening to go out of our
neighborhood to see
Christmas lights.  And
we try to make it to the
Heights to spend time
when it is Holidays in
The Heights.  We drove
up to College Station
and enjoyed Santa’s
Wonderland last year.
Now that they little
ones are at the “fun”
ages of five, six and
ten, it is time to plan
some overnight trips.

And as we are doing
these activities, we are
able to share with the
children the values of
love, compassion and
listening.  We have also
tried to teach them
about respecting others
and demonstrate these
values by sharing with
the less fortunate.  It is
never about presents
but always about
presence.

Diamond Jim: "What is
Common Sense?"

dent became pregnant and
wanted to have an abor-
tion.

Common sense lost the
will to live as the churches
became businesses, and
criminals received better
treatment than their vic-
tims. Common sense took
a beating when you
couldn’t defend yourself
from a burglar in your own
home and the burglar
could sue you for assault.
Common sense finally gave
up the will to live, after a
woman failed to realize
that a steaming cup of cof-
fee was hot. She spilled a
little in her lap, and was
promptly awarded a huge
settlement.

Common sense was pre-
ceded in death, by

His parents, Truth and
Trust

His wife, Discretion
His daughter, Responsi-

bility
His son, Reason.
He is survived by his 4

stepbrothers
I know my rights
I want my rights
I want it now
I’m a victim.
Not many attended his

funeral because so few re-
alized he was gone. If
you’re struggling to under-
stand all of this…that’s
alright…it’s just Common
Sense.

Diamond Jim is a
diamond dealer and
precious metals broker of
NTR Metals.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious
metals, and other ques-
tions related to the jewelry
industry,
emailjmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Fred Norman
Thamm

Fred Norman Thamm,
78, of Crosby, Texas, for-
merly of Channelview, Tex-
as, passed from this life on
June 8, 2018 Crosby, Tex-
as. He was born in Hous-
ton, Texas on April 5, 1940
to parents, Fritz and Elno-
ra Thamm.

Fred grew up in North
East Houston graduating
from Galena Park High
School. He joined the U.S.
Army after high school
serving for 3 years. He and
his wife Nelwyn married in
1962. Fred worked for
Armco Steel for 18 years
until they closed in 1984 as
a Rigger & Fabricator. He
then worked for Merichem
as a Fabricator Foreman
until he retired in 2005.
Fred had many hobbies
over the years. Trains, oil
painting, drawing, photog-
raphy, and autocad to
name a few. He excelled at
all of them. A very hard
worker, some of his hobbies
even turned into second
jobs. Fred was not known
as the greatest speller! He
once drew and painted a
huge billboard constructed
of at least 8 sheets of ply-
wood. Fred, Nelwyn and
the kids drove out, excited
to see the finished sign.
Once there they looked up
at the large sign which
read "Lindsey's Equp-
ment". Fred had left out
the "I" in equipment. They
all laughed. When you
leave Bush airport driving
east on Will Clayton, be
sure to look at the large
yellow metal sculpture.
Fred was one of the men
who built it in 1976 at
Armco Steel. His name is
welded on one of the legs.
Fred loved to travel. His
family has many great
memories of the places
they visited. He would
have loved traveling to
Canada and taking pic-
tures of his grandson's

OBITUARIES
✯

wedding. He was a good
family man.

Fred is survived by his
wife of 56 years, Nelwyn
Thamm; his daughter Kelli
& son-in-law Byron Jones;
son, Kevin Thamm; grand-
son Kendall Thamm and
wife, Danielle; as well as by
brother, Warren Thamm
and wife, Patricia; by nu-
merous cousins, nieces,
nephews and other family
members. Fred is preceded
in death by his parents,
Fritz and Elnora; and two
brothers, Paul and Robert
Thamm. The family would
like to thank his caregiv-
ers Donna Hackney, Eve-
lyn Cottee, Marie Holmes,
LaShanda Conley, Joan
Mitchell, Neece Johnson,
neighbor Don Daniels and
Comfort Hospice.

A brief visitation and
service was held on Satur-
day, June 16, 2018 at Cart-
er-Conley Funeral Home.
Visitation will be from
10:00 am. until 12:00 Noon
with services to celebrate
his life at 12:00 Noon. He
was laid to rest in San Ja-
cinto Memorial Park im-
mediately after services
under the direction of
Carter-Conley Funeral
Home.

Carter ~ Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, Texas 77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000
readers in our FOUR newspapers, with a
combined circulation of 40,000 copies.
Get ACTION on your AD. Rates start at
only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 281-328-9605

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a local
newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches more
readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are $10.00
per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ per word
plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if required.
Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for supporting
our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

281-328-9605         email: starcouriernews@aol.com

LEGAL ADVERTISING

You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a local
newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches more
readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are $15.00
per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ per word
plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if required.
Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for supporting
our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR
281-328-9605    email: northchannelstar@gmail.com

Classified ADS 281-328-9605

Commercial Printing
Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555

Public notification of nondiscrimination in
CTE programs

Crosby ISD offers Career and Technical Education programs within
the national career clusters of: agriculture, food, & natural resources,
architecture & construction, arts, a/v technology & communication,
business management & administration, education & training, finance,
health science, hospitality & tourism, human services, information
technology, law, public safety, corrections & security, manufacturing,
marketing, science, technology, engineering, & mathematics (STEM),
transportation, distribution, & logistics.

Admission to CTE programs is based on student interest and grade
level.

It is the policy of Crosby ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, handicap, or age in its employment practices as
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of
the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975,
as amended; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

Crosby ISD will take steps to ensure that lack of English language skills
will not be a barrier to admission and participation in all educational and
vocational programs.

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact Karen
Grey 706 Runneburg Rd, Crosby TX 77532, 281-328-9200.

Notificación pública de no discriminación en
programas vocacionales

Crosby ISD ofrece programas vocacionales en agricultura, alimentos y
recursos naturales; arquitectura y construcción, arte,

tecnología de audio y video y comunicación; administración de negocios;
educación y entrenamiento; finanzas, ciencia de la salud; hospitalidad y
turismo; servicios humanos, tecnología de la información, ley, seguridad
pública; seguridad; fabricación; mercadotecnia, ventas y servicio; ciencia,
tecnología, ingeniería y matemáticas; transportación, distribución y
logística.

La admisión a estos programas es basada en el interés del estudiante y
nivel de grado.

Es norma de Crosby ISD no discriminar por motivos de raza, color, origen
nacional, sexo o impedimento, en sus programas, servicios o actividades
vocacionales, tal como lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos
Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; el Título IX de las Enmiendas en la
Educación, de 1972, y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973,
según enmienda.

Crosby ISD tomará las medidas necesarias para asegurar que la falta
de habilidad en el uso del inglés no sea un obstáculo para la admisión y
participación en todos los programas educativos y vocacionales.

Para información sobre sus derechos o procedimientos para quejas,
comuníquese con Karen Grey, 706 Runneburg Rd. Crosby TX 77532,
281-328-9200

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Chapter 59 of the Texas Property
Code that CROSBY BOAT, RV & MINI STORAGE, located at 15118A
FM 2100, Crosby Texas 77532, will hold a public sale at 10:00 o’clock
a.m. on the 23rd day of July 2018, at the above address to sell for cash
only the contents of Unit A-4, Lisa Montemayor, Tenant, in order to sat-
isfy a Landlord’s Lien.  The property to be sold is house hold items, etc.....

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
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THE CITY OF GALENA PARK WILL ACCEPT “ SEAL BIDS” FOR
THE FOLLOWING:
2008 CHEVY IMPALA VIN # 39597
2009 CHEVY IMPALA VIN # 59398
1996 FORD AMBULANCE VIN # 17691
1994 FORD DUMP TRUCK VIN # 14162
2003 FORD CROWN VICTORIA VIN # 22009
2003 FORD CROWN VICTORIA VIN # 73914
FORD TRACTOR F-1300 SERIAL # U-302912
RHINO BRUSH HOG SERIAL # 22773
RHINO BRUSH HOG SERIAL # 22692
TAKEVCHI TB015 SERIAL # 1157012
LEEBOY ASPHALT ROLLER SERIAL # 3506994
INSGERSOLL- RAND GENERATOR SERIAL # 211981
LANDA PRESSURE WASHER SERIAL # 13387
GAEDCKE CONCRETE MIXER SERIAL # 1996187
WATER PUMP SERIAL # 654484
JOHN DEER TRACTOR/LAWN MOWER MODEL # F911
JOHN DEER TRACTOR/LAWN MOWER MODEL # F735
JOHN DEER RIDING LAWN MOWER MODEL # X475
JOHN DEER RIDING LAWN MOWER MODEL # X720
JI CASE BACKHOE/ FRONT END LOADER SERIAL # JJG0015372
JI CASE BACKHOE/ FRONT END LOADER SERIAL # JJG0182200

PUBLIC MAY VIEW THE ABOVE ITEMS BY CONTACTING PUBLIC
WORKS AT (713) 455-0919, MONDAY THRU FRIDAY DURING
NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS.
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ALL BIDS RECEIVED MUST HAVE
THE YEAR, SERIAL OR VIN
NUMBER, AND MAKE OF THE ITEM
BEING BIDDED ON AND BIDDER’S
NAME ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE
SEALED BID ENVELOPE;
ATTENTION MAYRA GONZALES.

BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED AT 2000
CLINTON DRIVE, GALENA PARK,
TEXAS UNTIL 3:00 P.M. ON
TUESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2018. BIDS
WILL BE OPENED AND PUBLICLY
READ AT THE CITY COMMISSION
MEETING ON AUGUST 7, 2018, AT
6:00 P.M.

THE CITY COMMISSION RESERVES
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL
BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY AND ALL
TECHNICALITIES AND TO ACCEPT
ANY BID OR PART THEREOF WHICH
IN THE OPINION OF THE CITY
COMMISSION IS MOST
ADVENTAGEOUS TO THE CITY.

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position available for

Newspaper ad sales person for the Aldine
and North Channel areas. Set your own

hours. Commission basis means you can
earn more. Bilingual helpful. Car required.
Send resume to nenewsroom@aol.com.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals for Construction of a Wastewater Treatment Plant No. 2 to serve the Harris County Municipal Utility District
No. 50 in Harris County, Texas will be received at the office of Cobb, Fendley & Associates, Inc., 13430 Northwest Fwy, Suite
1100, Houston, Texas 77040, until 2:00 P.M. local time, July 31, 2018 and then publicly opened.  A NON-MANDATORY BUT
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED PRE-BID CONFERENCE will be held at the office of Cobb, Fendley & Associates, Inc. on July 24,
2018 at 2:00 P.M.  Each bid must be submitted in a 9” x 12” envelope and accompanied by Cashier’s Check or Bid Bond, duly
executed, in the amount of not less than five (5%) percent of the bid.

The Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 50 is proposing to construct a new Package Wastewater Treatment Plant to
serve existing portions of the District as well as new development. The project includes a new 90,000 gallon a day package
wastewater treatment plant, influent and effluent lift stations, force mains, and gravity sewer work.

This project is eligible for CWSRF funding; therefore, the following requirements apply:
• This contract is contingent upon release of funds from the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB)."
• "Any contract or contracts awarded under this Invitation for Bid (IFB) or Request for Qualifications (RFQ) are expected to be
funded in part by financial assistance from the TWDB. Neither the State of Texas nor any of its departments, agencies, or
employees are or will be a party to this IFB, RFQ, or any resulting contract.
• This project is subject to the American Iron and Steel (AIS) requirements of P.L. 113-76Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2014.  All iron and steel products for construction, alteration, maintenance, or repairs incorporated in these plans must be
produced in the United States.
• "Equal Opportunity in Employment - All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race,
color, religion, sex, age, handicap or national origin. Bidders on this work will be required to comply with the President's
Executive Order No. 11246, as amended by Executive Order 11375, and as supplemented in Department of Labor regulations
41 CFR Part 60."
• This contract is subject to the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) "fair share policy", which includes EPA-approved "fair
share goals" for Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and Women Business Enterprise (WBE) firms in the Construction,
Supplies, Equipment, and Services procurement categories.  EPA's policy requires that applicants and prime contractors make
a good faith effort to award a fair share of contracts, subcontracts, and procurements to Minority Business Enterprise and
Women-Owned Business Enterprise firms.  Although EPA's policy does not mandate that the fair share goals be achieved, it
does require applicants and prime contractors to demonstrate use of the six affirmative steps.  The current fair share goals for
the State of Texas are as follows:

CATEGORY       MBE WBE
CONSTRUCTION      12.94% 8.72%
SUPPLIES       9.68% 9.34%
EQUIPMENT       7.12% 5.39%
SERVICES      10.84% 5.72%

• Equal Opportunity in Employment – All qualified Applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, age, or handicap.  The contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 40 CFR Part 33
in the award and administration of contracts awarded under TWDB financial assistance agreements.  Failure by the contractor
to carry out these requirements is a material breach, which may result in the termination of the awarded financial assistance.
• Right to reject any and all bids.
• All laborers and mechanics working on the work site and employed by contractors and subcontractors on projects funded
directly by or assisted in whole or in part by and through the Clean Water State Revolving Fund and Drinking Water State
Revolving Fund shall be paid wages as described in the section, Mandatory David-Bacon Act Contract Conditions.
• Any contracts in excess of $2,000 for construction, alteration or repair (including painting and decorating and funded under
the Clean Water State Revolving Fund and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund programs shall include the Mandatory David-
Bacon Act Contract Conditions.

Copies of the bidding documents may be obtained from www.CivCastUSA.com:  Search Harris County MUD No. 50
Wastewater Treatment Plant No. 2.  Questions deadline is July 27th at 10:00 AM.  Bidders must register on this website in
order to view and/or download specifications, and plans for this project. There is NO charge to view or download documents.
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Photo by Allan Jamail

Allan Jamail a photojournalist for the North Channel Star had his camera
grabbed by armed guards in an attempt to prevent him from taking photos.

Fuentes said, “Visitors
must first make an ap-
pointment by phone to vis-
it the facility,” but when
Garcia and Hernandez told
Fuentes they’ve called for
days but no one will an-
swer the phone, Fuente
then said, “I know because
they don’t want any visi-
tors, so they’re not going to
answer the phone.”

Not easily persuaded to
leave without first check-
ing on the welfare of the
kids, for almost an hour a
standoff with security in
over 100 degree scorching
heat, finally Fuentes
agreed to allow Garcia and
Hernandez to go to the
front door to make an ap-
pointment for a visit on
another day.

The door was locked and
no one inside would come
to the door or answer the
intercom system, so after
numerous attempts Chief
Fuentes said, “You need to
leave because no one is go-
ing to come talk to you or
allow you inside. They
don’t want visitors.”

Fuentes said he was
only doing his job, but Gar-
cia and Hernandez re-
sponded and told him he
was preventing them from
doing their jobs to check on
the welfare of children in
their District.

Senator Garcia said, “If
there is one positive to
come out of President
Trump’s disastrous family
separation policy, it’s that
it has helped shine a bright
light on the treatment of
immigrant children in the
custody of the federal gov-
ernment.  No longer will
institutions like the South-
west Key Programs facili-
ty in Channelview operate
in the shadows. While they
may have blocked us from
observing their operations
today, we will be back
again and again until we
can be certain that the
children in their care are
being treated humanely.
They may try to shut us
out, but they won’t shut us
up. Our voices will be
heard. We demand full
transparency of this oper-
ation and others like it,
and insist that any child in
here that has been forcibly
removed from their par-
ents be reunited with their
family immediately.”

State Representative
Ana Hernandez said, “The
Channelview facility’s re-
fusal to work with law-
makers and allow us
entrance is a red flag and
a clear signal that the safe-
ty of the children in its care
is secondary to protecting

the Trump Administration
and its enablers from the
sunlight of scrutiny. This
behavior will only
strengthen our commit-
ment to the strict regula-
tion and closure of these
operations.”

“The Trump Adminis-
tration’s executive actions
have done nothing to end
the spread of detention
centers like this facility.
They have only replaced
baby jails with family in-
ternment camps,” Hernan-
dez said. “These facilities
are an insult to the basic
principles upon which our
nation was founded. The
time for words ended a
long time ago. Direct action
is the only answer to stop
the imprisoning of entire
families seeking asylum
from violence.”

Representative Hernan-
dez has worked to aggres-
sively push back against
the spread of detention
centers, recently writing to
the Texas Health and Hu-
man Services Commission
to halt the licensing of such
facilities under state over-
sight.

President Donald
Trump has begun a new
immigration policy of zero
tolerance for those seeking
asylum. This new policy
ramped-up border arrests,
and has left officials un-

able to account for thou-
sands of children in custo-
dy because the new policy
includes taking children
away from their parents.

Child psychologist are
saying it is inhumane to
forcibly take kids away
from their parents at a
young age because they
cannot understand why it
has happened, and most
will never recover from the
brain trauma they have
experienced by doing this.
These children need to be
able to go run and play out-
side and not be locked up,
confined as they are.

The facility located at
15101 IH 10 East Frontage
Road in Channelview is a
part of Southwest Key a
national nonprofit organi-
zation founded in 1987.
They have contracts with
government agencies and
private foundations to op-
erate three types of pro-
grams throughout the
country: youth justice pro-
grams, charter schools for
kids in underserved neigh-
borhoods, and shelters for
immigrant youth. They op-
erate programs in 7 states:
Texas, Arizona, California,
Georgia, New York, Wis-
consin and Florida. Their
national headquarters is
located in Austin, Texas.

Access to Immigrant Kids blocked,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Waste Pits need
Repairs,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

EPA CHIEF
PRUITT
RESIGNS,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

yards of waste removed
and disposed of offsite.

EPA will continue to
provide updates about the
status of the Superfund
site, and continue to work
with the PRPs to ensure
that risk to human health
and the environment is
managed as best as possi-
ble.

Connect with EPA Re-
gion 6:

On Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/epare-
gion6

On Twitter: https:/ /
twitter.com/EPAregion6

Activities in EPA Re-
gion 6: http://www.epa.gov/
aboutepa/region6.htm

mental circles, having vis-
ited the San Jacinto River
Waste Pits in person, and
placed their disposal on his
“Top Ten” list of projects to
receive his attention.

Pruitt’s tenure at the
EPA was controversial
from the beginning, and as
he made a number of ques-
tionnable choices in his
style of administration, he
became a contant source of
embarrassment to the
President and his admin-
istration.

He  had  been  ques -
tionned by Congressmen
and the media about high
travel spending, security
team costs, dealings with
lobbyists who he would
have to rule on later, and
misuse of government re-
sources.

Even as his resignation
took affect, the President
wrote on Twitter “he has
done an outstanding job.”

Trump was pleased
with Pruitt’s efforts to re-
duce or eliminate regula-
tions that the White House
said  curbed  bus iness
growth. But opponents and
environmental activists
said that these roll-back of
regulations endangered
the environment and the
health of the population.

Reportedly Pruitt re-
signed of his own accord,
telling the president that
because of the controversy
around him, he didn’t want
to be a distraction to the
administration.

Trump moved immedi-
ately to name his succes-
sor, Deputy Administrator
Andrew Wheeler. Wheeler

had only been an executive
at EPA for a little more
than two months.

Wheeler promised to
continue Trump’s agenda
to roll back environmental
regulations to the benefit
of industry.

Industry observers said
they did not expect any sig-
nificant changes in the di-
r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  E P A ,
although Wheeler’s style
might be more methodical
and slower to change.

Wheeler is a former
Senate staffer and EPA
employee. He also has
been a lobbyist for the coal
mining and energy indus-
try for a period of over a
decade, casting doubt on
his objectivity in these
matters.

Pruitt had been the At-
torney General for the
state of Oklahoma prior to
his appointment to the
EPA chief. Records show
that he spent most of his
time at the EPA meeting
with industry representa-
tives in businesses that he
regulated.

Pruitt also challenged
most of the scientific data
on climate change.

Wheeler has promised
to be more transparent
and outgoing with the pub-
lic, noting his work on the
Community  Right - to -
Know Act.

In an interview with the
Washington Post, when
asked how he feels about
his new job, Wheeler said
“I really do think that my
background, at this point
in time, that this is the
right job for me.”

GALENA PARK-
JACINTO CITY
CIP MEETING

TOUR OF SAN JACINTO
COLLEGE MARITIME TRAIN-
ING ACADEMY - Thursday,
August 2, 2018. 5:00 pm –
vehicles leave Alvin Baggett
parking lot if you sign up to
take the bus or offer a ride
to others.   Seats on bus or
in carpools are first come,
first served.

5:30 – 5:45p – arrive at
Maritime Academy. Box
lunches in the meeting
room.

6:00p – Opening busi-
ness.  Overview of Maritime
Academy, followed by
tour.

8:00p -- Adjourn
At San Jacinto College

Maritime Training Academy,
3700 Old Highway 146/
Broadway, La Porte 77571

You may drive directly
to the academy, sign up to
take the Jacinto City bus,
sign up to ride in a carpool,
or sign up to drive a car-
pool.  Unless you drive di-
rectly there, you will meet
at the Alvin Baggett park-
ing lot, 1302 Keene.

Vehicles will leave the
lot at 5:00p.

Wear  comfortab le
shoes—you’ll be walking
inside and outside.  Dress
comfortably, too.

Visit our New Website Design:
WWW.NORTHCHANNELSTAR.COM


