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Galena Park-
Jacinto City CIP
Meeting

TOUR OF SAN JACINTO
COLLEGE MARITIME TRAIN-
ING ACADEMY - Thursday,
August 2, 2018. 5:00 pm –
vehicles leave Alvin Baggett
parking lot if you sign up to
take the bus or offer a ride
to others.   Seats on bus or
in carpools are first come,
first served.

At San Jacinto College
Maritime Training Academy,
3700 Old Highway 146/
Broadway, La Porte 77571

You may drive directly to
the academy, sign up to take
the Jacinto City bus, sign up
to ride in a carpool, or sign
up to drive a carpool.  Un-
less you drive directly there,
you will meet at the Alvin
Baggett parking lot, 1302
Keene.

Vehicles will leave the lot
at 5:00p.

W e a r  c o m f o r t a b l e
shoes—you’ll be walking in-
side and outside.  Dress
comfortably, too.

The Harris County Fire Marshal’s Office and Crime Stoppers need the public’s assistance
in providing any information regarding a fire at the ISGH Northshore Mosque, located in
the 13800 block of Brownsville St, Houston, TX 77015.

The incident occurred on July 19 at approximately 4:30 a.m. An unidentified person or
persons placed ignitable liquid on door of the mosque and set the door on fire. The fire
was limited to the door because of the quick actions of the grounds keeper.

Harris County Fire Marshal’s Office fire investigators also found a car owned by a mosque
leader with all four tires slashed. Investigators believe both incidents are related.

Crime Stoppers will pay up to $5,000 for information leading to felony charges or an
arrest of the suspect(s) in this case. Information may be reported by calling (713) 222-TIPS
(8477) or submitting tips online at www.crime-stoppers.org. All tipsters remain anonymous.

By Allan Jamail

Bryan, Tx.- Disaster
City, Monday, July 23, 2018
Galena Park Fire Chief
Paul Gregory took a group
of his firefighters to Texas
A & M College Station
that’s in its 89th year  of
Fire Training and Emer-
gency Responders Train-
ing to upgrade emergency
responder’s  training and
certification.

Chief Gregory one of
five-hundred Instructors
there said, “There’s about
1,800 emergency respond-
ers here from all over Tex-
as who’ll have five days of
extensive training and
testing in various fields of
firefighting, emergency
rescue, hazardous materi-
als and Emergency Medi-
cal Training.”

Disaster City is located
in College Station, Texas
on a 52-acre training facil-
ity that delivers the full
array of skills and tech-
niques needed by today's
emergency response pro-
fessionals. The site has a
building collapse area, rub-

By Allan Jamail

North Channel  – July,
2018. The Ultimate Bean

HOUSTON, Texas - The
Washburn Tunnel will be
closed for 10 days, begin-
ning at 7 a.m. on Monday,
July 23rd to 7 a.m. on
Thursday, August 2nd .
During this time, crews
will be conducting in-depth
maintenance to the Tunnel
lining, as part of the Wash-
burn Tunnel Concrete Re-
pairs project.

Drivers are reminded to
use alternate routes dur-
ing the closure. Alternate
routes include I-610 East
Loop Freeway, Sam Hous-
ton Parkway, and High-
way 146.

“The Tunnel is nearly 70
years old, and this main-

tenance has to take place
as necessary from time to
time to keep it safe and
sound,” said Commission-
er Jack Morman.

Construction on the
$670,000 project began in
April. While most of the
work is conducted during
normal Washburn Tunnel
maintenance hours, the
project is expected to be
complete in the first quar-
ter of 2019.

Be sure  to  monitor
www.hcp2.com, or like
“Harris County Precinct 2”
and “Washburn Tunnel –
Harris County Precinct 2”
on Facebook for updates on
this project.

Washburn Tunnel
closed until August
2 for improvements

Galena Park firefighters train for emergencies

Training firefighters battle a mock railroad car disaster with hazardous material burning.

ble pile area, technical
skills training area, and a
transportation disaster
training area to name a
few. The training is realis-
tic, large-scale, and hands-
on and attracts more than
45,000 emergency re-
sponders from all 50 states
and more than 45 coun-

tries each year.
The mock community

features full-scale, collaps-
ible structures designed to
simulate various levels of
disaster and wreckage
which can be customized
for the specific training
needs of any group.

Training requires climb-

ing into mangled steel and
glass that was once a bus-
tling passenger train or
building, search and rescue
teams using dogs to sift
through a building's rubble
left from a terrorist attack
or natural disaster hoping
to find survivors.

Chief Gregory says the

cost for his firefighters
training is provided
through a grant from the
Texas Forest Service and
other sponsors.

See Emergency
Training, page 8

Galena Manor Seniors
placed 2nd at Bean Bag finals

Photo by Allan Jamail

Galena Manor Seniors left to right Annie Mae Murphy, Diann Cotton, Taggy Hall, Senator
Sylvia Garcia, Elizabeth Anderson, Lupe Valdez, Delores Blate, Mattie Walker and Juanita
Walls.

Bag Playoff took place at
the East Harris County
Activity Center. The four
playoff finalist were the
North Channel Galena

Manor Seniors, North by

See Bean Bag Finals,
Page 8

COMMUNITY WATCH
Investigators need tips for
arson fire at Mosque

POLITICS
Senator Sylvia Garcia
resigns Texas Legislature

North Channel
Area Chamber
Monthly Luncheon

Friday - August 3, 2018
at 11:30 am.
Jacinto City Town Center
1025 Oats Rd, at Chal-

lenger 7, 77029
Speaker: State Repre-

sentative Ana Hernandez -
District 143.

Casino NIght
Scholarship
Fundraiser

CASINO NIGHT Friday,
August 10, 2018 from 7 p.m.
to 11 p.m. at Jacinto City
Town Center, 1025 Oates
Rd. @ Challenger 7, Jacinto
C i t y ,  7 7 0 2 9 .  C o n t a c t
Blanca@ncachamber.com
for more information.

Seeks TX-29
Congress seat

State Senator Sylvia
Garcia has submitted
her resignation in a let-
ter to Governor Greg
Abbot, earlier this week.

Garcia is running for
the seat that was vacat-
ed by Congressman
Gene Green, Texas Dis-
trict 29. Her name will
be on the November bal-
lot, as well as a Repub-
lican opponent, Phillip
Aronoff.

In her letter to Ab-
bott, she said “It has
been an unbelievable
honor for me and my
family to serve the di-
verse, proud, working
class constituents of
Senate District 6 who
contribute immensely to
our state and want noth-
ing more than to provide

a good life for their family.”
Her term will end Jan. 2, 2019. She asked Ab-

bott to call an election to fill her seat in the next
election in November.

SYLVIA GARCIA



Page 2 THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2018NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR

COMMUNITY NEWS

281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide

*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Dana Kratky new
Crosby Elementary
Principal

CROSBY, Texas - Cros-
by ISD is proud to an-
nounce Ms. Dana Kratky
as the new Crosby Elemen-
tary School Principal for
the 2018-2019 school year.
Ms. Kratky is replacing
Ms. Christy Erb, who left
the district to serve as
principal in Humble ISD.
Last Thurs-
day, July 19,
2 0 1 8 ,  t h e
Crosby ISD
B o a r d  o f
Trustees ap-
p r o v e d  t h e
hiring of Ms.
Kratky who
had previous-
ly served as
a s s i s t a n t
principal at
Crosby Ele-
m e n t a r y
School from
2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 8
a n d  a t
C h a r l e s  R .
D r e w  E l e -
m e n t a r y
School from 2009-2015.
Ms. Kratky brings 13 years
of teaching experience
from Charles R. Drew Ele-
mentary School in Crosby,
Texas, Bonne E'cole Ele-
mentary School in Slidell,
Louisiana, and A.L. Smith
Elementary School in Ster-
lington, Louisiana.

Her years of experience
in education have also gar-
nered Ms. Kratky an im-
pressive list of accolades
including the following:

• Top 5 finalist for Re-
gion IV Teachers of the
Year

• Crosby ISD Elementa-
ry Teacher of the Year

• Charles R. Drew Ele-
mentary Teacher of the
Year

• St. Tammany Parish
1st  Runner Up ELKS

Teacher of the Year
• Bonne E'Cole Elemen-

tary ELKS Teacher of the
Year

• A.L. Smith Elementa-
ry Teacher of the Year

Ms. Kratky is a long-
time Crosby resident and
1994 Crosby ISD alumnus.
She received her Bachelor

of Science Degree in Inter-
disciplinary Studies from
Stephen F. Austin Univer-
sity and her Master's De-
gree  o f  Educat ion  in
Administration with a
Principal Certification
from Lamar University in
Beaumont, Texas.

"I am eager to continue
serving my district and
community as the Princi-
pal of Crosby Elementary
School," said Ms. Kratky
when asked about her pro-
motion. "This is a special
community and I consider
it an honor to have been
chosen as the Crosby Ele-
mentary Principal. Crosby
Elementary has made
great strides in recent
years and, as a team, we
will continue to work hard
for our students.”

San Jacinto River Coalition Meeting
Dr. Garland reviews Waste Pits

after Hurricane Harvey

DR. GARLAND displays a typical Geotextile used in the cap
of the Waste Pits.

Post Harvey TCRA
Cap Survey and
Sampling Results:
Implications for Cap
integrity and Release
of Waste to the San
Jacinto River and
Environs

Presented by Dr. Kathleen
Garland
June 20, 2018
Highlands Community Center

In the wake of Hurri-
cane Harvey’s floods, both
the EPA and the Potential-
ly Responsible Parties
(PRPS) conducted activi-
ties at the San Jacinto Riv-
er Waste Pits Superfund
site in order to determine
how the floods had affected
the armored cap, and
whether contaminated
waste materials had been
exposed by the floods and
escaped into the river.
These activities focused on
the north site, located adja-
cent to the 1 10 river
bridge.

Site activities included
physical surveys of the cap
surface both above and
below water level, probing
of the entire site on a 30' by
30' grid pattern using steel
rods, physical examination
of areas of the cap by EPA
divers, and sediment sam-
pling and analysis in areas
of interest. The PRPs’ con-
tractors conducted the ini-
tial physical survey and
sampling. EPA staff ac-
companied the contractors
during the probe survey
and later sampling activi-

ties. PRP contractors were
also present during EPA’s
dives on the site.

Using the physical sur-
vey data, the PRPs created
a map of the cap surface
that shows the differences

between the shape and
elevation of the surface as
mapped in July 2017 and
in early September 2017

after floodwaters reced-
ed. This map, reproduced
as Figure 1 in this report,
shows areas of erosion in
yellow and red, and areas
of deposition in blue and
green. Areas in white
showed less than 1 ft. of
elevation difference be-
tween the two mapping
events. This map shows
that some areas of the cap
experienced erosion (called
“scour” in this report) and
other areas experienced
deposition of additional
sediment (called “fill” in
this report). Scour and fill
features typically form
when currents and eddies
affect a streambed. These
currents and eddies pick
up sediment from some
areas of the streambed and
deposit it in other areas.
The map produced by the
PRPs indicates that small
scale scour and fill took
place across the armored
cap while it was sub-
merged by the floodwaters.
Overall, the waste pits had
the same configuration
after the floods as they did
before, indicating that the
site as a whole remained
intact during the floods.

Two areas of the site
identified on this map
caused particular concern
to the EPA. The first of
these is on the southeast
side of the site, outside of
the cap and waste pits, and
appears in red on Figure 1.
This area experienced sig-
nificant erosion, and raised
concerns that future
events could erode into the
waste pits on that side of
the site. The EPA required

a repair plan, and the
PRPs installed additional
rock armoring in this area
to protect that side of the
pits.

 The second area of con-
cern is on the northwest
side of the site. This area
has never been protected
by a geotextile because the
slope is too steep to allow
rock armor to stay in place
if there is a geotextile liner
underneath it. Instead of
geotextile, this area has an
aggregate rock layer on top
of the waste, and then rock
armor on top of that. The
aggregate rock layer is
made of mixed sizes of
gravel laid down in a thick
sheet over the underlying
waste. This layer is de-
signed so that smaller piec-
es of gravel will fill in the
spaces between larger piec-
es, creating a more cohe-
sive and erosion resistant
surface. Large rock armor
is then placed on top of this
mixed rock layer. The ag-
gregate layer helps hold
the larger rock armor in
place. This area has under-
gone repairs in the past, as
this construction is more
easily damaged due to its
composition and the steep
slope in that area. EPA
focused their dive team
investigation and sampling
on this part of the cap.

The probe survey of the
cap covered the entire site,
and identified 38 areas of
interest where the thick-
ness of the rock armor was
less than required, and/or
where the geotextile liner
was exposed. Based on the
map and the probe survey,
EPA calculated that dam-
aged areas totaled 6700
square feet, distributed
across the entire site. The
probe survey confirms the
conditions indicated by the
site mapping: local cur-
rents and eddies thinned
the rock armor, and in
some areas scoured out the
rock down to the underly-

ing geotextile. Some of
these scour features re-
main. in other areas, these
scours were filled back up
with new sediment. Else-
where on the cap, the ar-
mor and geotextile
remained in place and
were buried under several
inches to a few feet of new
sediment. The underwater
environment at this site
was extremely dynamic, as
one would expect during a
flood of this magnitude.

Sampling by the EPA,
and duplicated by the
PRPS, took place in the
northwest areas of the cap
and focused on locations
where cap materials were
missing and soft sediments
were exposed at the sur-
face. EPA also sampled
downslope of these soft
areas in order to determine
if waste materials washed
downslope from the ex-
posed areas and was rede-
posited at the toe of the
slope.

Testing of these samples
identified one location
where waste materials
were exposed at the sur-
face.

Both the EPA and PRP
samples produced ex-
tremely high dioxin con-
centration measurements.
Samples

taken by both EPA and
the PRPs downslope of this
location also found dioxin
concentrations consistently
elevated above background
levels by a factor of 10 20.
Samples taken elsewhere
on the site did not exceed
background concentra-
tions. Sampling and analy-
sis confirms that waste
materials were released
locally from the site during
the floods, but this release
was small. Some of these
materials were redeposited
locally at the toe of the
slope, within the site
boundary.

Post Harvey investiga-
tions of the SJRWP Super-
fund site confirm a small
release of dioxin contami-
nated waste, and highlight
the inherent risk posed by
this site and the need for
EPA to expedite its chosen
remedy of complete remov-
al of this waste from the
river. Although Hurricane
Harvey floods were severe,
a hurricane accompanied
by storm surge could po-
tentially cause greater
damage to this site. The
only way to eliminate the
threat this waste poses to
human health and the en-
vironment is to completely
remove it from this dynam-
ic river system.
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Crime Stoppers and the
Office of the Texas Attor-
ney General’s Fugitive Ap-
prehension Unit need the
public's assistance locating
a convicted sex offender.

Jerry Don Seib is a fu-
gitive wanted for a parole
violation on the original
charge of a sex crime.

Seib escaped from the
halfway house located in
the 10900 block of Beau-
mont Highway in Houston,
Texas. The fugitive was
convicted of five counts of
Indecency with Child in
Kerr County, Texas and is
considered a high risk Sex
Offender.

LyondellBasell celebrates employee
innovation at awards ceremony

LyondellBasell employees are celebrated for their innovation in technology during the
2018 Patent Awards Ceremony which honors employees who have obtained a patent for
new or enhanced technologies they invented on behalf of the company. Back row, left to
right – James Guilfoyle, Gabriele Mei, Sandor Nagy, David Rampage, Bruce Maskell, Paul
Augustowski. Front row, left to right – Barbara Kimmich, Debra Jackson, Lei Zhang, Shao
Hua Guo, Daniel White.

HOUSTON, July 24, 2018
-- LyondellBasell, (NYSE:
LYB), one of the world's
largest plastics, chemicals
and refining companies, re-
cently honored 60 employ-
ees and former employees
during the company’s 2018
Patent Awards Ceremony.
Held at LyondellBasell’s
Houston Technology Center
in Channelview, the event
recognizes these pioneers
for the advancements and
innovations they developed
to create or enhance compa-
ny technology.

“Imagine how tough it is
to come up with an idea that
no one has ever had before,”
said Michael Stonebrook, in-
tellectual property senior
counsel for LyondellBasell.
“The Patent Awards are one
way to thank our trailblaz-
ers for the extra effort and
dedication it takes to obtain
these achievements. When
you consider the large num-
ber of patents held by the
staff here, you really begin
to appreciate their technical
prowess and innovative
spirit.”

 Each year, Lyondell-
Basell invests a significant
amount in research and de-
velopment (R&D) as part of
its continued growth strat-
egy and in a highly compet-
itive industry, patents
protect new or improved
technologies. With each
patent, the company pre-
serves investments,
strengthens market position
and assures its freedom to
operate which all drive the
competitiveness and sus-
tainability of its assets.

 Dan White, associate di-
rector, R&D global manufac-
turing support, has
developed more than 20 pat-
ents. He knows Lyondell-
Basell puts a premium on its
talented staff who push for-
ward with creative solu-
tions.

“Being recognized for
work that is innovative, nov-
el, of value and provides a
solution to a challenge or
problem that exists is ex-
tremely rewarding,” White
said. “Developing such solu-
tions was a strong motiva-

tion in my becoming a sci-
entist in the first place.”

 LyondellBasell currently
holds approximately 5,800
patents for its technologies.
Individuals recognized at
the awards ceremony in-
cluded those who filed for
their first patent, received
their first patent, those who
had been awarded patents
for 2016 and 2017, and those
who had hit milestones of
10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 or more
patents. One of the compa-
ny’s top inventors, Sandor
Nagy, was honored this year
for having obtained 83 pat-
ents for his cutting-edge
work.

“When you look at my
patents, you will see more
than my name,” Nagy said.
“I am surrounded by col-
leagues who are inspired to
always do better, to con-
stantly search for the next
big concept and turn it into
a real-world process. The
teamwork is what makes
our success possible and
moves our company for-
ward.”

Authorities seek escapee
from halfway house

The fugitive has violent
tendencies and a history of
narcotics use.

The fugitive is a white
male, 53 years-old, 5 foot
11 inches tall,  approxi-
mately 200 lbs., bald, blue
eyes, scar on his left eye-
brow area and a tattoo on
his right ankle.

Crime Stoppers will pay
up to $5,000 for informa-
tion leading to the charg-
ing and/or arrest of the
suspect(s) in this case. In-
formation may be reported
by calling 713-222-TIPS
(8477), submitted online at
www.crime-stoppers.org or

Jerry Don Seib wanted

Channelview Indepen-
dent School District is
pleased to announce the
implementation of the
Community Eligibility
Provision (CEP) under the
National School Lunch and
School Breakfast Pro-
grams for the 2018-2019
school year.

Mr. David Bienvenu, Di-
rector of Nutrition Servic-
es, credits the success to
key decision making part-
ners: “We are fortunate to
have supportive adminis-
trators and a Board of
Trustees who put students
first.”

The Community Eligi-
bility Provision, a key pro-
vision of The Healthy,
Hunger Free Kids Act of
2010, allows qualifying dis-
tricts and schools to serve
meals at no charge to ALL
students.  CEP gives food
service professionals more
time to focus on preparing
nutritious meals their stu-

CHANNELVIEW ISD
No charge for student meals

dents will enjoy, and gives
students more time to eat
meals by cutting down
time spent in the lunch
line.  Most importantly, by
offering all students a nu-
tritious breakfast and
lunch at no cost, CEP helps
boost participation, help-
ing schools ensure more
students come to class
well-nourished and ready
to learn.  “I would like to
thank Mr. David Bienvenu
for completing the valida-

tion process and partner-
ing with the region to pro-
vide nutritious meals for
students in the Channel-
view community.”  said Mr.
Ollis, Channelview ISD
Superintendent. “I believe
this is a wonderful oppor-
tunity that will benefit our
community tremendously.”
For more information, vis-
it:
www.fns.usda.gov/school-
meals/community-eligibili-
ty-provision

The Early Childhood Center in Channelview Independent School
District is prepared to welcome over 400 students into the newly
designed cafeteria.

through the Crime Stop-
pers mobile app. All tip-
sters remain anonymous.
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯AUSTIN — Psychologi-
cal prevention and treat-
ment for students is the
best way to head off school
violence, mental health
professionals told a panel
of state lawmakers on July
18.

This was the third in a
series of interim hearings
for the Senate Select Com-
mittee on Violence in
Schools & School Security,
a panel named by Lt. Gov.
Dan Patrick in response to
the shooting at Santa Fe
High School in May.

Dr. Andy Keller, presi-
dent of the Meadows Foun-
dation in Dallas, told panel
members:

— It is a challenge to
predict which students
might turn into mass
shooters;

— Some 2 million chil-
dren and teenagers have
been diagnosed with men-
tal health disorders;

— Of those, perhaps
20,000 have a diagnosis as-
sociated with a slight in-
crease in violent behavior;
and

— Of the 20,000, fewer
than 1,000 are considered
high-risk for violent behav-
ior.

K e l l e r  a d d e d  t h a t
doesn't mean those 1,000
children are more likely to
commit a mass shooting.

Dr. Clifford Moy, direc-
tor of Behavioral Health at
the TMF Health Quality
Institute in Austin, said
professionals “should be
focusing on the broader
group of students who are
at risk” in order to inter-
vene for their and others’
safety.

Dr. Iram Kazimi, direc-
tor of the Inpatient Pedi-
atric Bipolar Program at
UT Health Harris County
Psychiatric Center, said
children's exposure to vio-
lent media changes their
perception of how others
think about them. "Unless
we start addressing how
kids actually think about
the world around them, I
think we're going to be at
a loss," Kazimi said.

After its final hearing
on July 24, the committee
will present a final report

Mental health experts inform
school violence & security panel

to the full Senate with
findings and recommenda-
tions for the Legislature to
consider in its next regu-
lar session, which begins
in January.

Abbott, DOJ

announce grant
Gov. Greg Abbott and

the U.S. Department of
Justice’s Bureau of Justice
Assistance on July 19 an-
nounced a $1 million grant
for overtime expenses of
law enforcement officers
involved in the response
efforts after the shooting at
Santa Fe High School. The
grant will be awarded to
the Office of the Governor’s
Criminal Justice Division
and will assist the City of
Santa Fe and surrounding
jurisdictions with law en-
forcement costs incurred
responding to the shooting.

“As our hearts continue
to ache for the lives lost at
Santa Fe High School, this
grant will provide welcome
assistance to a community
still struggling with this
tragedy,” Abbott said.

U.S. Attorney General
Jeff Sessions said, “Today,
we continue to help state
and local police in Texas to
rebuild after the tragic
murder of 10 people at
Santa Fe High School.”

Bush seeks

input on Harvey
Texas Land Commis-

sioner George P. Bush on
July 16 announced addi-
tional Hurricane Harvey
outreach efforts to gather
local and regional input for
$137 million in Communi-
ty Development Block
Grants for Disaster Recov-
ery funds available for lo-
cal, regional and state
planning.

The outreach by the
Texas General Land Office
will include a survey re-
questing input and encour-
aging regional planning
coordination to help miti-
gate and lessen the impact
of future disasters.

The survey will be dis-
tributed to citizens, local
officials, councils of gov-
ernment and river author-
ities to request input for
planning topics including:

— Flood control;
— Drainage improve-

ments;
— Resilient housing so-

lutions;
— Economic develop-

ment;
— and infrastructure

improvements.

RRC wraps up

restoration
The Texas Railroad

Commission on July 16
announced its Abandoned
Mine Land program com-
pleted restoration of an
eight-acre abandoned ura-
nium mine in Karnes
County.

Known as the Hackney
Site, it was last mined in
1963 and sat abandoned
for 54 years. It was select-
ed for remediation because
of the safety hazard aban-
doned pits posed to the
public, as well as “elevat-
ed naturally occurring ra-
d i a t i o n  l e v e l s . ”  T h e
four-month project re-
duced radiation to safe lev-
els and restored the area
to its natural state, the
agency said.

West Nile cases

confirmed
The Texas Department

of State Health Services on
July 17 announced it had
confirmed three cases of
West Nile disease report-
ed by health departments
in Austin, Dallas and
Galveston.

Humans can be infected
by West Nile virus through
the bite of an infected mos-
quito. Last year, some 135
cases of West Nile illness
that resulted in six deaths
in Texas. There have been
more than 3,500 illnesses
and 167 deaths in Texas
over the last 10 years, the
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(StatePoint) Hurricane
season is in full swing,
running from June
through
Novem-
ber.
Unfor-
tunate-
ly, no
one can
stop a
tropical
storm or
hurri-
cane
from
happening and both
types of weather events
are increasingly impact-
ing larger portions of the
U.S. However, there are
steps you can take that
will help you weather a
storm and better ensure
the safety of your family.

The experts at Freddie
Mac recommend doing
the following.

• Know where to go in
the event of a local area
evacuation. Your area’s
emergency management
agency can provide this
information.

• Gather and protect
important household
documentation, including
birth certificates,
passports, marriage
licenses, mortgage
statements, deeds,
insurance policies and
medical files.

• Protect your valu-
ables and family memen-
tos by storing them in a
safety deposit box, fire–
and water–proof safe or
moving them to higher
ground where they are
less likely to incur
damage.

• Download an app for
your smartphone that
allows your friends and
family to know if you are
safe. The American Red
Cross has a free hurri-
cane app as do many for-
profit organizations.
Other apps that are
available include weath-
er tracking apps, and
apps that can help

Research
reveals
recycling is
increasingly
popular

(NAPSI)—Here, for a
change, is good news
about the environment:
Americans are recycling
their food and beverage
cartons more than ever
and continue to look to
brands to actively help
drive the recycling of
their products’ packag-
es, according to a new
survey.

What The People
Want

The national study
commissioned by the
Carton Council of North
America showed that 61
percent of respondents
report they always
recycle their food and
beverage cartons, up 11
percentage points from
when the survey was
last conducted two years
ago. Nearly all—94
percent—think recycling
is important and 74
percent believe recycling
should be made a
priority.

People also have high
environmental expecta-
tions for the brands they
buy. Consumers over-
whelmingly expect food
and beverage brands to
be committed to recy-
cling. More than nine
out of 10 said brands
should take an active
role in helping to
increase the recycling of
packages. And 56
percent said their
loyalty to a food or
beverage brand is
affected by the brand’s
engagement with
environmental causes.

How To Tell Whether
Something Is Recyclable

The survey showed
that packaging remains
the top source for
determining recyclabili-
ty, while friends and
family as well as the
news gained momen-
tum. Nearly two-thirds
of respondents said that
if a package did not have
a recycling symbol or
language indicating the
item is recyclable, they
would assume it’s not.

One help is that now
food and beverage
cartons can carry the
standard “Please
Recycle” logo. The
ability to use the label is
based on the milestone
that more than 60
percent of U.S. house-
holds have access to
carton recycling, a
threshold set by the
Federal Trade Commis-
sion green guidelines for
packaging.

However, just because
a package doesn’t have a
recycling symbol, doesn’t
mean that it’s not
recyclable. To find out,
consumers should call
their local community or
visit its website.

“The survey findings
highlight that as more
Americans have gained
access to food and
beverage carton recy-
cling, awareness that
cartons are recyclable
has also increased,”
explained Jason Pelz,
vice president of recy-
cling projects for the
Carton Council of North
America and circular
economy director for
Tetra Pak. The Carton
Council works to deliver
long-term collaborative
solutions to divert
valuable cartons from
the landfill.

Learn More

For an in-depth look
at the research findings,
visit
www.CartonOpportunities.org/
survey. For more on
recycling cartons, see
www.CartonOpportunities.org.

Are you prepared for
Hurricane Season and
other storm emergencies?

victims of storms find
each other to pool resourc-
es and offer one another

assis-
tance. Be
sure to
keep your
phone
fully
charged
as long as
your
home has
power
and
consider

having an external
battery pack on hand as
well.

• Assemble an emer-
gency supply kit that
includes water, flash-
lights, non-perishable
food, first-aid supplies,
batteries, a radio and
medication.

• Create a family
emergency plan and make
sure everyone knows what
to do and when.

• Prepare your home
for heavy rainfall and
strong winds by cleaning
up lawn debris, loose
furniture and lawn items
that will not be able to
sustain strong winds.
Secure loose rain gutters
and ensure all gutters are
clear from debris to keep
water flowing and prevent
further damage.

• Consider building a
safe room, if you are a
homeowner, that meets
Federal Emergency
Management Agency
criteria to provide at-
home protection during
extreme weather.

More hurricane tips
and information can be
found at freddiemac.com/
blog.

The devastation of last
year’s hurricane season
was an important remind-
er that being prepared for
a worst-case scenario is
crucial. Before the next
storm heads your way, be
sure your family and
home are protected.

Arcady/stock.Adobe.com

(StatePoint) Hitting
the road this summer
and want to do some-
thing good for the
world along the way?
Consider using your
summer road trip as
an opportunity to give
back to the communi-
ties you visit. For some
inspiration, check out
these great ways
Americans are re-
thinking vacations to
include a touch of
philanthropy.

Driving for Good
All those miles you

log on the road can be
for a good cause, if you
look in the right
places. Check out
organizations and
brands hosting fun
fundraising or volun-
teer events on the
road. For example,
“MINI Takes the
States,” a biannual
rally for MINI Cooper
owners, gives partici-
pants an opportunity
to explore America’s
beauty while raising
money for Feeding
America, the nation’s
largest hunger relief
organization dedicated
to fighting domestic
hunger through a
network of food banks.
This year’s rally saw
participants kick off in
either Orlando, Fla. or
Portland, Ore. and
converge in Colorado,
passing through some
of America’s most
interesting and beauti-
ful sites and cities.

A portion of each
registration fee is

HEADER: COMMUNITY
Giving back on your
summer vacation

donated to Feeding
America and partici-
pants are encouraged to
start fundraising pages
online and spread the
word to friends and
family to contribute to
the cause. Each dollar
raised will provide at
least 10 meals to people
in the U.S. struggling
with hunger. To learn
more, visit
MINITakesTheStates.com
or follow the conversa-
tion at #DriveForMore.

Transform Your Road Trip
America’s parks need

your help, particularly
its hiking trails. Volun-
teer opportunities
abound for those who
wish to combine a road
trip with trail steward-
ship. After traveling to
your favorite park, join
a volunteer crew in
order to build or main-
tain a trail, increasing
accessibility to Ameri-
ca’s most beautiful
natural wonders.

Or, be someone who
brakes for animals --
animal volunteer
opportunities that is.
Many animal sanctuar-
ies welcome vacationing
volunteers to provide
extra hands. From
socializing dogs to
feeding horses, certain
opportunities even
include lodging to those
giving their time.

By giving back to the
places you visit, you can
take the concept of the
ultimate summer road
trip to new heights.
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LIFESTYLE

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive    281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

ROOFING
BY

MY ROOFER
281-452-0000

All Types of Repairs

Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

God is our refuge
and strengh, a

very present help
in trouble

Psalm: 46:1

I can do all things
throught Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

FAITH
can move

MOUNTAINS
Matthew 17:20

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

Benjamin Moses

Shirey II
A memorial service for

Benjamin Moses Shirey
II, 71, of Canton is sched-
u l e d  f o r  2 : 0 0  p . m .
Wednesday, July 25, 2018
at First Baptist Church in
Canton with Bro. Mike
Roberson officiating.

Ben was born March
23, 1947 in Mineola, TX
to Benjamin Moses Shirey
and Billie Novelle Smith
Shirey.

 He passed away July
20, 2018 in Tyler, TX.

Ben grew up in Rusk
and Highland, TX. He
graduated from Baytown
High School before receiv-
ing his Bachelors Degree
from North Texas State
University and attending
Southwestern Graduate
School of Banking. Ben
married Laura Leigh
Peete June 29, 1974. The
two lived in Dallas and
Longview before settling
in Canton. Ben worked in

OBITUARIES
✯

banking over 40 years and
served as President of
First National Bank Can-
ton for 25 years. Some of
his favorite hobbies in-
cluded golf, collecting an-
tiques,  visiting First
Monday and restoring his
grandfathers 1951 Chevy
truck. Ben was an active
member of First Baptist
Church in Canton since
1990. He was also very
active in his community
serving in Lion's Club,
Canton Economic Devel-
opment Corporation and
the Chamber of Com-
merce, where he was vot-
ed Citizen of the Year in
2014.

 Ben is survived by his
wife of 44 years, Laura
Leigh Shirey; Daughter,
Summer & Kyle Norman;
Daughter, Heather & Lee
A x t e n s ;  S o n ,  J a s o n
Shirey; Daughter, Laura
Beth Shirey; 6 Grandchil-
dren: Benjamin, Kylee, &
Brady Norman, Gabriel
Evan, & Tori Axtens;
Mother, Billie Shirey; Sis-
ters: Angela Terry, Jill
Casey, & LeAnne Barron;
and Brothers :  Lance
Shirey and John Shirey.

He is preceded in death
by his Father, Benjamin
Moses Shirey.

 Family will receive
friends Tuesday from 6:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the fu-
neral home.

 In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to
Gideons International or
Soul Harvest Missions PO
Box 1149 Kel ler ,  TX
76244.

The Cody Stephens Go
Big or Go Home Memorial
Foundation fundraising
event will be August 25,
2018.  The event will in-
clude dinner, victory sto-
ries, a live and silent
auction, and end with live
music by Cody Kuba.  The
past 5 events have sold
out, so please let the foun-
dation know if you need a
table or ticket soon.

Various levels of corpo-
rate donations are also

Go Big or Go Home
fundraiser set for August 25

available and sponsors are
needed.  For more informa-
tion on sponsorship, please
s e e  t h e  w e b s i t e
codystephensfoundation.org
or search “Go big or go
home foundation” on Face-
book.

The administration
takes no salary from the
foundation and at this
point, and Dr Thomas De-
Bauche reads the ECGs at
no cost.  Stephens’ own
company, Scott Stephens

and Associates, Inc., is a
platinum sponsor of the
fundraiser.  It’s passion,
not profit that motivates
the Stephens.

Each level will come
with recognition at the
banquet including the now
popular foundation belt
buckle and knowledge that
you are helping to find
those that may need life-
saving intervention.  If the
percentages are correct,

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Haman
in the Old or New Testa-
ment or neither?

2. From Genesis 21,
Abraham banished Hagar
and whom else to the
desert? Laish, Haman, Ish-
mael, Laban

3. By reasonable num-
bering which command-
ment is, "Thou shalt not
kill"? 4th, 6th, 8th, 10th

4. Samson was put into
prison as a political enemy
of ...? Romans, Israelites,
Philistines, Assyrians

5. From Matthew 17,
whom did Jesus send fish-
ing to find tax money? An-
drew, Peter, Paul, Thomas

6. After her first hus-
band died, who did Ruth
marry? Isaiah, Ahab, Boaz,
Jehu

ANSWERS: 1) Neither;
2) Ishmael; 3) 6th; 4) Phi-
listines; 5) Peter; 6) Boaz

based on what has been
seen so far, there are 1,000
students in Texas that
need heart surgery TO-
DAY.  Says Stephens,
“Let’s find them!  Go BIG
or Go Home AND “screen
‘em all”.

Scott may be contacted
a t  7 1 3 - 4 5 1 - 3 6 0 0  o r
scottpstephens@gmail.com.
Your donations and atten-
dance are greatly appreci-
ated.

Great upcoming events
at Eastgate Church.
Ryan Bruss on Wednes-
day, August 1st at 7 p.m.

Ryan is the Director of
"IT'S SUPERNATURAL"
Bible School which is part
of Sid Roth's TV program.
And on Sunday, August 5,

Special events at
Eastgate Church

Dr. Randy Caldwell will
be with us at 10:30 a.m.
Randy is a great Bible
teacher and also brings us
up-to-date information on
Israel.  Eastgate Church
is located 6 miles east of
Huffman on FM 1960,
then turn right at the
Shell Station on CR 611.

Commercial
Printing

Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555
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ASK THE EXPERT

ASK DIAMOND JIM

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

      NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 281-328-9605 to Advertise YOUR Business in this Directory. 10,000 readers Weekly

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

If you were asked
what matters about our
community, what five
things would you
name?  Certainly our
neighbors, churches,
schools, service organi-
zations and what
would you include as
your fifth choice?  I was
recently talking to a
couple who just moved
to 77015 and they were
asking what they
should know about the
community.

Good thing they had
some time on their
hands.  I explained to
them how this is a
community that has
deep roots.  Those roots
are in a foundation of
caring for one another.
Those roots were
created by a long list of
founding neighbors.
They asked if Woodfor-
est Bank had anything
to do with the Woodfor-
est neighborhood.  That
question in itself led to
a 15 minutes discus-
sion on Dr Gerald
Cobb.  I explained that
many people knew him
as the legendary
Galena Park Coach
while others remember
him as the Superinten-
dent of Galena Park
ISD.  Others would tell
you he was an amazing
Sunday School Teacher
and golfer.  Others
might tell you about
his love for Rotary and
the Chamber.

They asked about
San Jacinto College.
They said that they
noticed so many cars in
the parking lot of their
apartment with “stu-
dent” parking stickers.
My smile got even
larger and I told them
about my second home.
I found myself telling
them about each of the
streets on campus that
was named after a
community leader and
then I moved on to tell
them about the names

You've found the
right person. You've
found the right ring.
Now you have to find
the right moment to
pop the question.  So
how do you make your
proposal turn out
flawlessly? We have
plenty of tried-and-true
tips to help you, but
overall, it all comes
down to just one thing:
effort.  Putting in real
effort, thought and love
into your proposal
makes all the differ-
ence. Remember, your
proposal doesn't have
to change the world. It
just has to show your
partner that they mean
the world to you.  Here
are a few tips that will
help you along the way:

KNOW THE ANSWER
Your proposal should

be surprising, but it
shouldn't come directly
out of left field. Before
you pull a ring out,
have a good idea how
your partner will
respond. "Will you
marry me?" shouldn't
be your first discussion
on the subject.

RULES OF THE ENGAGEMENT
(RING)

Here’s where a little
bit of effort goes a long
way. The history of the
diamond as an engage-
ment ring first became
popular in the 1930’s,
but the idea of an
engagement ring has
been around for centu-
ries.

Diamond Jim: "Do you
have any “proposal”
ideas?"

If you’re still decid-
ing on a diamond
engagement ring,
consider doing some
window shopping with
your partner prior to
making a purchase. If
you want to keep things
more secretive, talk to
your partner’s friends
and family to get a feel
for their taste.  Another
option is to use a stand-
in ring for the proposal.
Perhaps you can use
their great grandmoth-
er’s diamond engage-
ment ring, and then
take your partner
shopping later. (A
trusted jeweler can tell
you everything you
need to know about
how to buy a diamond
and will take the time
to help educate both of
you).

PEACE-OF-MIND
Do your homework

before buying the
engagement ring. Most
importantly, find a
jeweler you trust.  And,
since you’re making
such a big investment,
make sure you insure
the ring as soon as you
purchase it. Your
knowledgeable jeweler
should be willing and
able to discuss this
with you. One option is

that you may be able to
insure it for an addi-
tional cost under your
homeowner's or ten-
ants insurance policy.

ASK PERMISSION, NOT
FORGIVENESS

Before you take a
knee, take the time to
speak with your
partner's parents first.
Asking permission is a
tradition carried since
the Roman times, and
it’s a great way to
make a good impres-
sion on your future in-
laws.

Keep it Traditional
In an intimate

setting, preferably one
with family and friends
waiting nearby, drop to
one knee and let your
heart do the talking.
Then, Celebrate.  You
did it! Consider toast-
ing your engagement
with a night on the
town, a glass of bubbly
or a celebration with
friends and family.

Diamond Jim is a
diamond dealer and
precious metals broker
of NTR Metals.  See
more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds,
precious stones, pre-
cious metals, and other
questions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

What Matters

of various buildings on
campus.  They asked if
San Jac had any
“famous” alumni.  I
started telling them
about the Gators
Baseball Team and
moved quickly into
telling them about our
only Campus President
who happened to be not
only a San Jacinto
College Alumni, but a
North Shore Senior
High Alumni as well.
And just as God would
have it, before I fin-
ished that glass of tea,
one of the many former
students who partici-
pated in Rotaract
walked over to speak. I
asked him to tell them
more about Dr Charles
Grant.  His smile was
so big, I realized the
impact Dr Grant had
upon him.

They asked about
where to register to
vote.  Bingo.  I just
happened to have a
voter registration card
in my backpack.  I
explained how blessed
we are to have a large
percentage of current
elected leaders who are
active not just for
elections but when we
need something.  I
shared with them how
Judge Joe Stephens
was a product of our
community who went
on to play professional
basketball before
opening his own
insurance company.  I
shared about how when
he decided to run for
the Galena Park ISD
School Board, he was
inundated with volun-
teers who had watched
him grown up, grown
up with him, knew him

from his time in the
NBA and many who
were ready to jump in
and get him elected.

Then they moved to
perhaps one of the
most difficult ques-
tions.  They asked if I
knew of any “good”
churches they should
visit.  I laughed and
told them how even
though I am a member
of St John’s Downtown,
there are many Sun-
days that I get back to
North Shore to attend
another service at any
of many churches.  I
shared about my own
journey from St An-
drew Catholic Church,
to Woodforest Baptist
Church, to Christian
Tabernacle and even a
brief stint at North
Shore Community
Fellowship of Faith
Church.   I explained
that they would have to
be difficult to please if
they could not find a
church out here.  There
are smaller ones, such
as New Frontier
Church to middle size
churches such as
Fellowship of Purpose.
There are churches
with pastors who were
trained up in Woodfor-
est Baptist Church
such as Fellowship of
the Nations and River
Pointe Church.    And
what I love the most is
that the churches do
not compete for mem-
bers.

The conversation
ended with a promise
to meet again.  And
with the question of
what is the fifth thing I
want to share with
people about our area.
Let me know your
thoughts..
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000
readers in our FOUR newspapers, with a
combined circulation of 40,000 copies.
Get ACTION on your AD. Rates start at
only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 281-328-9605

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a local
newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches more
readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are $10.00
per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ per word
plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if required.
Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for supporting
our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

281-328-9605         email: starcouriernews@aol.com

LEGAL ADVERTISING

You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a local
newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches more
readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are $15.00
per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ per word
plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if required.
Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for supporting
our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR
281-328-9605    email: northchannelstar@gmail.com

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position available for Newspaper ad sales person

for the Aldine and North Channel areas. Set your own
hours. Commission basis means you can earn more.

Bilingual helpful. Car required. Send resume to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

HELP WANTED

EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT #14

ESD #14 has an opening on it’s board of commissioners who
make decisions for the ESD which consists of the Highlands Volunteer
Fire Department and the ambulances run by the HVFD.

If you have a desire to serve on this board as an appointed
volunteer for the remainder of the unexpired term which ends in 2020,
then please send a resume along with any credentials you feel would be
pertinent.

You must send your resume to ESD #14 at P.O. Box 96,
Highlands, TX 77562 on or before end of business August 17, 2018.

Direct any questions to board attorney, Weston Cotten at 281-
421-4050.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
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Our People Make The Difference

Emergency Training,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Galena Park Firefighters in training. Back row, L-R: Raul Mejiar, Jaime Gonzalez, Olga Ibarra,
Fire Chief Paul Gregory, Alan Gartner, Gabriel Perez, Troy Mason. Front row, L-R: Rocio
Moreno, Jerson Ibarra.

North Seniors, Inter City
St. Patrick’s Young at
Heart and South Channel
Astros which came from
the Annual Pct2gether Se-
nior Olympics competition.

The 1st round of play
Galena Manor Senior’s de-
feated South Channel As-
tros and moved on to the
f i n a l  g a m e  w i t h  S t .
Patrick’s Young at Heart.
Taggy Hall, of the Galena
Manor Senior’s said, “We
lost the final game by one
point, we had fun, made
new friends and all of us
were winners!”

Afterwards at the Jacin-
to City Café, the Galena
Manor Senior’s was re-
warded with a complimen-
tary meal  by Senator
Sylvia Garcia and Lupe
Valdez the Gubernatorial
candidate for the Demo-
cratic Party.

Bean
Bag
Finals,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

LEGAL NOTICE

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterFuneral-Houston.com


