
US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, and 
Waste Management.

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerbocker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.
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In this issue, Superfund 
News continues a review 
of events about the San 
Jacinto River Waste Pits, 
since last September.

EPA holds “community engagement” 
meeting in Highlands in June
Waste Pits update; questions and comments answered

RETIRING SUPERFUND PROJECT MANAGER GARY 
MILLER received an award from the San Jacinto River Coalition 
for his efforts to clean the river. Miller is retiring from EPA in 
September. Above, Pam Bonta, Gary Miller, Jackie Young.

The federal EPA agency 
came to Highlands last Tues-
day night, to keep open the 
communication with the com-
munity as promised by their 
director, Scott Pruitt. The last 
time this agency, responsible 
for the Superfund Site in the 
San Jacinto River, met with the 
public was last December.

There were no major revela-
tions or changes from infor-
mation that had been issued 
previously. Project managers 
Gary Miller, and Gary Baum-
garten presented slides that 
were essentially the history of 
the waste pits and the efforts 
by EPA to clean them up.

On hand for the meeting 
were a number of officials, 
including Pct. 2 commissioner 
Jack Morman, and County At-
torney Vince Ryan. Morman 
spoke to the crowd of about 
100 persons, promising to 
continue a dialogue with the 
community, and testing of 
water quality.

EPA project manager Gary 
Miller revealed that he is retir-
ing in 4 months, but will hand 
over the project to Gary Baum-

garten, who was present. He 
was asked to give a summary 
of his experience, and he said 
he had been with EPA for 30 
years, and since 1992 had pri-
marily worked on cleaning up 
Superfund Sites.

Janetta Coats of the EPA said 
that they were working on a 
revised Community Involve-
ment Plan, and local residents 
would be asked to participate 
with comments, questions, and 
information. She said that the 
EPA is commited to dialogue 

and collaboration with com-
munity members, and urged 
anyone that wanted included 
to contact her or sign a sheet 
at the meeting. Contact Coats 
at coats.janetta @epa.gov, or 
1-800-533-3508.

In his presentation, Gary 
Miller said that the EPA had 
reached a settlement with the 
PRP or Potentially Respon-
sible Parties in April 2018, for 
the completion of a Remedial 
Design. He indicated that the 
EPA, the TCEQ, the Corps 
of Engineers, and the PRPs 

are meeting to outline the 
technical requirements of the 
design. They are also prepar-
ing a work plan to perform 
sampling and geotechnical 
investigations in support of the 
design. He noted that on-site 
testing and sampling was ac-
tually taking place this week.

However, many of the ques-
tions put forth in the Q and A 
session that followed he was 
not able to answer, because 
they depended upon the re-
sults of the design, he said.

Miller reviewed the site his-
tory, saying the dumping of 
toxic wastes dates back to the 
mid-1960s.

He said the selected remedy 
will remove material contain-
ing dioxins, protecting human 
health and the environment, 
and also provides certainty 
to other economic interests 
including businesses that 
rely on the San Jacinto River 
nagivation and the I-10 trans-
portation corridor. This is the 
first time this consideration 
has been voiced.

The remedial design will 
take over 2 years, and cost the 
PRP about $6 million dollars, 
Miller said.

Miller also emphasized to 
the audience that no construc-
tion or removal agreement has 
been reached with the PRP, 
and this will be negotiated 
later in the process.
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USArmy COE
The Army Corps of 
Engineers has completed 
Technical Studies on the 
Environmental impact of 6+ 
strategies to Cap or Remove 
the toxic wastes.
Their recommendations 
are included in a 237 page 
report, favoring a modified 
cap over removal, but 
stating either is possible.

TPWD
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
was designated by the 
Legislature, with the help 
of Representative Wayne 
Smith, to administer $10 
million of the lawsuit 
settlement funds for 
environmental projects 
along the River.

HC PCT 2
Pct. 2 received $10 
million of the $29.2 million 
settlement, and plans to 
use it for environmental 
projects within 5 miles of 
the Waste Pits, according 
to Commissioner Jack 
Morman.

HARRIS COUNTY
Various departments 
are involved, including 
Grants Administration, 
Pollution Control, and 
Public Health.

GBF
Galveston Bay Foundation 
maintains a website 
with information on all 
of the Waste Pits parties 
actions, and other 
matters of interest to the 
environmental health of 
the River and Galveston 
Bay.

OTHERS
-- TCEQ
-- US Coast Guard
-- Private Attorneys
-- Houston Chronicle
-- City of Baytown
-- KRIV ch26
-- Star-Courier

Environmental  Warnings

Harris County Attorney Vince Ryan (left) discusses the San Jacinto River Waste Pits 
clean-up plan with former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt at a meeting in Houston last 
month. Pruitt resigned last week and was replaced by his deputy, Andrew Wheeler.

EPA announces San Jacinto River
Waste Pits cleanup agreement

EAST HARRIS COUNTY – 
Environmental activists and 
residents of the areas around 
the San Jacinto River Waste 
Pits praised the announcement 
Monday that the PRP (Potential 
Responsible Parties) had come 
to an agreement with the EPA 
(Environmental Protection 
Agency) to start the engineer-
ing design work required to 
implement the ROD (Record 
Of Decision) that called for the 
removal of all of the toxic waste 
from the site.

The EPA press release an-
nouncement read as follows:

DALLAS – (April 9, 2018) 
Today, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) an-
nounced that an agreement 
has been reached with Inter-
national Paper Company and 
McGinnes Industrial Mainte-
nance Corporation to perform 
a remedial design for the San 
Jacinto River Waste Pits Super-
fund Site selected remedy. The 
selected cleanup action ad-
dresses the potential dangers 
posed by dioxin contamination 
at the site in Harris County, 
Texas.

“This agreement marks the 
next step in my commitment 
to the people of Harris County 
to expedite the remediation 
of the San Jacinto Waste Pits 
site,” said EPA Administrator 
Scott Pruitt. “EPA will ensure 
that the remedial design re-
moves all the contamination as 
quickly and safely as possible 
and permanently protects the 
health and safety of the sur-
rounding communities and the 
San Jacinto River.”

The EPA’s cleanup plan, with 
support from state partners 
and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, includes install-

ing engineering controls be-
fore excavating approximately 
212,000 cubic yards of dioxin 
contaminated material for dis-
posal. The estimated cost for 
the remedy is $115 million, rep-
resenting a reasonable value 
for the cost incurred.

The agreement is a result 
of expedited negotiations be-
tween EPA and representatives 
from both International Paper 
Company and McGinnes In-
dustrial Maintenance Corpora-
tion for design of the cleanup. 
The remedial design is esti-
mated to take about 29 months 
to complete to ensure waste is 
safely and properly contained 
during construction and re-
moval. The design work will be 
performed by the companies 
under the oversight of EPA and 
Texas Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality. The current 

quarterly cap inspection and 
maintenance program will con-
tinue while the remedial design 
is being completed.

EPA’s decision is based on 
extensive studies of the con-
tamination, and human health 
and environmental risks of this 
site. The final cleanup plan 
considers the ever-changing 
San Jacinto River, which en-
croaches on the site, while 
protecting important down-
stream resources including the 
Galveston Bay estuary.

EPA added the San Jacinto 
River Waste Pits Superfund Site 
to the National Priorities List of 
Superfund sites in 2008 after 
testing revealed contamination 
from dioxins and furans near 
the waste pits. The site consists 
of two sets of impoundments, 
or pits, built in the mid-1960s 
for disposing solid and liquid 
pulp and paper mill wastes that 

HC Attorney 
Vince Ryan 
applauds Waste Pits 
Cleanup accord

HARRIS COUNTY – April 9, 2018 
– Harris County Attorney Vince 
Ryan praised the announcement 
today that the design for cleaning 
up the San Jacinto River Waste Pits 
will begin.  Ryan said that Harris 
County will review and comment 
on the plans as they proceed.

 “We are grateful to see this 
process start,” said Ryan.  “Our 
memorandum of understanding 
with the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency allows the County 
Attorney’s Office to remain in-
volved with the cleanup process, 
which we have pursued for many 
years.”

 The EPA announced today 
that the agency has reached an 
agreement with International 
Paper Company and McGinnes 
Industrial Maintenance Corpora-
tion to design the cleanup of the 
Superfund site.  Those companies 
are the ones responsible for put-
ting over 200,000 cubic yards of 
dangerous waste chemicals in 
pits near the San Jacinto River.  
They will pay for the cleanup.

are contaminated with dioxins 
and furans.

While the remedial design 
is ongoing, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice and EPA will 
begin negotiations with the 
potential responsible parties 
to enter into a consent decree 
regarding construction of the 
remedy.

The San Jacinto Waste Pits 
site is included on EPA’s Su-
perfund Task Force list of sites 
targeted for priority action. 
These sites require timely 
resolution of specific issues to 
expedite cleanup and redevel-
opment efforts.


