
US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, and 
Waste Management.

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the 
area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerbocker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.
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Who is involved in the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund?

The November 6th Mid-
term election brought about 
a number of changes in our 
elected officials, and some 
of these are involved in 
promoting or maintaining 
progress on the Superfund 
San Jacinto River Waste Pits.

Three U.S. Congressmen 
have been involved in getting 
the site on the Superfund role, 
and now two of them have 
been replaced. Gene Green 
has retired, and his seat was 

won by Sylvia Garcia. Ted 
Poe has also retired, and 
Dan Crenshaw was elected 

to fill his seat. Brian Babin 
remains in office. These three 
Congressmen have repeatedly 
proded the EPA to put the 
site on the “Priority List” 
for remedial action, and to 

FREE Take One

HOUSTON – The new EPA project man-
ager for the San Jacinto River Waste Pits 
Superfund site made a technical presenta-
tion last month to a meeting of the EWRI or 
Environmental & Water Resouces Institute 
of the ASCE or American Society of Civil 
Engineers.

Baumgarten reviewed the history of the 
site’s pollution, discussed a temporary armor 
cap to contain the toxic material, discussed 
the remedial investigation made by the EPA, 
including seven alterntive solutions, and 
presented the Record of Decision with the 
final remedial design.

The talk not only was beneficial for under-
standing the SJRWP site, but the principles 
outlined could be applied to other Superfund 
sites that the EWRI might be involved with, 
Baumgarten pointed out.

The history of the site goes back to the 
mid-1960s, when it was used for the disposal 
of paper mill wastes from Pasadena. Test-
ing later showed the waste had a high level 
of dioxins and furans, known carcinogens. 
The pits were discovered by the state in the 
1970s, and placed on the National Priorities 
List in March 2008 with the urging of local 
government officials and the complaints of 
residents who lived near the river.

Subsidence along the river bank, and 
tides and river traffic have allowed the pits 
to deteriorate and the waste material to be 
exposed, with the potential of spreading to 
the river and Galveston Bay.

EPA identified the PRPs, or Potential Re-
sponsible Parties, and a temporary cap of 
membrane and stone was placed over the 
pits. Even though the cap was designed to 
withstand floods and hurricanes, testing re-
vealed that the cap was breached in several 
locations, requiring constant repairs.

Public health was threatened, and adviso-
ries were posted not to eat certain fish and 
crabs from the river.

Permanent solutions were studied, from 
capping to removal of the wastes. The public 
was invited to comment in 2016 and 2017. 
7000 comments were received.

On October 11, 2017 the EPA announced 
that the proposed remedy would be com-
plete removal of 212,000 cubic yards of 
waste, using dry excavation. The remaining 
sediment would be safe, at 30ppt. The pro-
posed solution was to cost $125 million, paid 
for by the PRPs, and take 2 1/2 years.

EPA project manager 
presents Superfund 

clean-up details to ASCE

Mid-term Election 
results in change 
of principals 
involved in 
Superfund site
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EPA Project Manager for Superfund Sites, Gary Baumgarten, at his presentation 
at the ASCE/AWRI lunch meeting last month.
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Who is involved in the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund?
, 

USArmy COE
The Army Corps of 
Engineers has completed 
Technical Studies on the 
Environmental impact of 6+ 
strategies to Cap or Remove 
the toxic wastes.
Their recommendations 
are included in a 237 page 
report, favoring a modified 
cap over removal, but 
stating either is possible.

TPWD
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
was designated by the 
Legislature, with the help 
of Representative Wayne 
Smith, to administer $10 
million of the lawsuit 
settlement funds for 
environmental projects 
along the River.

HC PCT 2
Pct. 2 received $10 
million of the $29.2 million 
settlement, and plans to 
use it for environmental 
projects within 5 miles of 
the Waste Pits, according 
to Commissioner Jack 
Morman.

HARRIS COUNTY
Various departments 
are involved, including 
Grants Administration, 
Pollution Control, and 
Public Health.

GBF
Galveston Bay Foundation 
maintains a website 
with information on all 
of the Waste Pits parties 
actions, and other 
matters of interest to the 
environmental health of 
the River and Galveston 
Bay.

OTHERS
-- TCEQ
-- US Coast Guard
-- Private Attorneys
-- Houston Chronicle
-- City of Baytown
-- KRIV ch26
-- Star-Courier

EPA project manager presents 
Superfund clean-up details to ASCE,
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Environmental  Warnings

continue to monitor progress.
The Superfund site is in Harris 

County Precinct 2, which will 
have a new Commissioner in 
January. Adrian Garcia will hold 
the position and replace Jack 
Morman. Morman has been 

vocal in supporting the clean-up 
and removal of the toxic wastes 
at the site, which have the 
potential to pollute the river and 
Galveston Bay.

The County Judge is now Ed 
Emmett, but will be replaced in 
January by Lina Hidalgo. The 
county received $10 million 
dollars from the lawsuit against 
the Responsible Parties, and has 
administered that money along 

guidelines from the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department.

One officeholder that kept his 
seat was Briscoe Cain, the state 
representative for District 127. 
Cain replaced Wayne Smith, who 
carried the original legislation 
through the Texas Legislature to 
get the $10 million dollars of the 
settlement money allocated to 
Harris County.

Additionally, this year the 
EPA replaced their head, Scott 
Pruitt, with acting head Andrew 
Wheeler, and several positions 
at the Dallas EPA Region 6 have 
changed due to retirements.

The EPA has said that the 
Superfund Process, and the 
Record of Decision, have 
been set into motion and will 
be followed to completion. 
It remains to be seen if the 
new principals involved are 
committed to that goal.

Mid-term 
elections bring 
changes
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PROJECT MANAGER 
GARY BAUMGARTEN

Gary Baumgarten is a project 
manager at EPA’s Dallas Region 
6 office and oversees the 
investigation and cleanup of 
Superfund sites. Gary has worked 
at  EPA for over 30 years and has 
been a project manager for the 
last 25 years. Prior to becoming a 
project manager, Gary worked in 
the Toxics Release Inventory and 
air enforcement prorams. During 
his time as a project manager, 
he has worked on a variety of 
Superfund projects including 
contaminated sediment sites, 
former wood treater facilities, dry 
cleaners and mining operations.

Gary has recently been 
assigned as the project manager 
overseeing the design and remedy 
implementation at the San Jacinto 
River Waste Pits site.

Besides working as a project 
manager, Gary has participated as 
a regional representative for EPA’s 
National Association of Remedial 
Project Managers. In addition, 
he has participated with EPA 
headquarters in the development 
of sediment remediation guidance 
and is currently the Region 6 
technical representative on 
EPA’s Contaminated Sediments 
Technical Advisory Group.

Gary’s educational background 
includes a Bachelor of Science 
and Master of Science in Chemical 
Engineering from Texas Tech 
University. When not at work, 
Gary enjoys running, camping, 
photography and working with high 
school students at his church.


