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By Charlotte Jackson

Earlier this week, I
served as the Presiding
Judge at one of the Pre-
cincts located in Senate
District 6.  There were only
33 eligible voters who cast
their ballot at our location,
as well as three who need-
ed to visit another location.
In addition, we had eight
local residents who took
time out of their busy day
to stop in to vote.  Unfor-
tunately, they reside in
Senate District 15 and
were not eligible to vote in
this Special Election.

Several of those who
voted asked how were the
Election Workers chosen.
Some of them did not real-
ize the workers were paid.
Some were under the mis-
conception that you had to
be retired to work.  As we
explained to them, I real-
ized that perhaps there
were others with these
same questions.

If you are a Registered
Voter, you can contact the
Harris County Clerk’s Of-
fice and ask to be added to

Civic Involvement
the list of those who are in-
terested in working future
elections.  Typically, if your
voting precinct has an
elected Precinct Chair,
they are contacted to serve
as the Presiding Judge for
the upcoming election.
They are then responsible
for recruiting workers.

People ask why would
someone spend 12 – 14
hours on Election Day
working for $10 an hour.
To me, it is something that
I learned early in life.
When I was a Senior at
North Shore Senior High,
my Government Teacher,
Ms Mary Lou Dillard,
handed each student an
application to become a
registered voter.  She did
this the first week of our
Senior year.  She then re-
turned it to us 30 days be-
fore our 18th birthday so
we could verify that the
information was still cor-
rect.  Then she mailed it to
the County Clerk’s Office.
She taught us throughout
that year that if you did

not take the time to vote,
you would not have the
right to complain is the
elected leaders did not
work for you.

When I went off to the
University of Texas, I had
an amazing class that com-
bined American History
and Government.  The two
instructors, who were of
complete opposite political
views, taught us to respect
those who did not agree
but to get involved.  Make
a difference.

Later after coming to
work for San Jacinto Col-
lege, I had a colleague that
encouraged her students to
help fill those empty Pre-
cinct Chair positions in our
community.  She came to
me after realizing my area
was not represented.
About the same time,
someone who worked for a
local Senator told me about
working as an Election
Clerk.  And so my journey
began.

See Civic Involvement,
Page 6

Local Fire Departments, school
district partner for Christmas toy drive

DeZavala Elementary School students showed their appreciation to the Channelview Fire
Department and the Cloverleaf Fire Department during the 5th Annual Toy Drive.

Channelview Indepen-
dent School District was
proud to partner with the
Channelview Fire Depart-
ment and the Cloverleaf
Fire Department for the
Annual Community Toy
Drive.  The joyful event
took place at Panera Bread
on Saturday, December
8th, 2018.  Holiday tunes
filled the air as Channel-
view ISD choirs from
Brown Elementary, Cobb

Precinct 3 Constables donated items for families in the North
Channel Community.See Toy Drive, Page 6

The North Shore Mustangs football team defeated Cy-Fair High School this past Friday and
have advanced to the 6A Semifinal Playoff Game!
They will take on Lake Travis High School on Saturday, December 15 at NRG Stadium.
Game time is 2:00 p.m.
Presale tickets, which are $6 for students and $11 for adults, are available at the GPISD
Athletic Office on Thursday, December 6 and Friday, December 7 from 7:00 a.m. – 6:00
p.m. All tickets at the gate will be $15. Parking at NRG will be $12 and is cash ONLY.
Go Mustangs!

By Allan Jamail

Saturday, December 8,
2018 at NRG Stadium the
North Shore Mustangs re-
mained undefeated ending
the season for the Cy-Fair

Bobcats, the 2017 reigning
6 A Division II state cham-
pions, 38 to 21.

The new 6 A Division 1
Region III Champion Mus-
tangs (14-0) will play Aus-
tin’s Lake Travis
Cavaliers’  (13-1) at 2 PM
Saturday, December 15 at
NRG Stadium in the state

Photo by Allan Jamail
North Shore’s offensive line opens up a big hole for Zach
Evans (#3) on a 15 yard touchdown run. Evans had 4 rushing
touchdowns and one pass receiving TD.

semifinals. This game is a
part of the 2018 Football
State Championships -
2018 Football Conference
6A D1 tournament.

Mustang Coach Jon Kay
said about the Bobcats,
“They’re a well coached

team that executes and
plays hard. They won a
state championship last
year and came here to win.
We still have a ways to go;
we didn’t set our sights on
winning a regional cham-
pionship. We set our sights

See North Shore
Mustangs, Page 3

U.S. Congressman
Gene Green to deliver
commencement
address Fall
graduation

United States Congressman
Gene Green will deliver the
commencement address at the
San Jacinto College fall com-
mencement ceremonyon Sun-
day, Dec. 16, 2018, at 2 p.m.,
at Minute Maid Park.

 Green, who represents the
29th Congressional District of
Texas, was first elected to Con-
gress in 1992 after 20 years in
the Texas House of Represen-
tatives and the Texas Senate.

See the
MUSTANG

Supporters in the
SPOTLIGHT

Page 6

CAROL ALVARADO celebrates her election victory Tuesday
night at her watch party at the Raven Tower.

Photo Michael Wyka

HARRIS COUNTY –
State Representative Car-
ol Alvarado, D-Houston,
was the winner of a special
election held Tuesday De-
cember 11, to fill the seat
in the Texas Senate Dis-
trict 6, vacated by Sylvia
Garcia.

There were four candi-
dates running for the posi-
tion. Alvarado finished
with just over 50.4% to
avoid a run-off. Democrat-
ic State Representative
Ana Hernandez received
24% of the vote, Republi-
can Martha Fierro 23%,
and Democrat Mia Mundy
2.1%.

Turnout was light, with

only 5% of the eligible vot-
ers turning out.

Alvarado had run before
for this position in 2013 in
a special election, against
5 other candidates. Sylvia
Garcia won a run-off
against Alvarado by over
1000 votes.

Alvarado won votes in
the precincts that overlap
her House District 145,
and almost received as
many votes in Hernandez’s
District 143.  Her cam-
paign was backed by a
large budget, and she also
benefitted from name rec-
ognition both from her pre-
vious campaign and her
time as City Councilwom-

an in the same areas as
District 6.  In addition, her
District covered more of
District 6 than Hernan-
dez’s did.

Ana Hernandez will re-
turn to the Texas House,
having won that race in
November. Alvarado will
have her term until Janu-
ary 2021.

After her election was
apparent, a national wom-
en’s rights organization
supporting abortion rights,
Emily’s List, issued a
statement praising her vic-
tory and saying she had
the skill to work with Re-
publicans on issues.
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Carter~Conley
Funeral
Home

wishes you

Happy
Holidays

(713) 455-5100

From Our Family to Yours,
Best Wishes for the New Year

Judge Joe Stephens and family

HIGHLANDS
ROTARY CLUB
44nd Annual
CHILI FEAST
Feb. 2, 2019
Win a 2019 Chevy
Camaro or Chevy
Equinox SUV
Tickets $100
Call 713-252-8000

Sheldon ISD
wishes everyone

a Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year

We thank you for
another Year of
Support for your

Community Newspaper

Best Wishes
for the

Holiday Season
NORTH

CHANNEL ✯
STAR

fill your home with love and joy
through the closeness of friends, family,
and the comfort of home. And may our
nation renew ourselves to serving the

least amongst us and treating one
another with respect and dignity.

Wishing our education
partners, district staff,

students and community
members a

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

Wishing You Happy Holidays
and a Prosperous New Year

Bill Palko, SVP
Community and Business Development Manager

Wishing you a Merry

Christmas and

Happy New Year!

State Rep.

Ana Hernandez

***
Dear Santa,
It's been a few years

since I've been in touch
with you. I've made it to
the 12th grade, and may
I say, I think I've been
doing pretty well. I've
been maintaining good
grades (A's and B's) in
most of my AP classes.
I've joined many school
clubs such as National
Honor Society. You
should be Proud of me as
I got accepted into the
University of Houston
(main campus). This was
one of the happiest
moments of this year. My
classes begin at U of H,
fall 2019 and I am
beyond excited but a tad
nervous. With that being
said, this Christmas, I
would like too have a full
ride scholarship to the
University of Houston.
Would you be able to
help me with this? Or be
able to pass my informa-
tion along to one of your
elves that might know
someone to fulfill the
wish. :) I've been praying
for this answer for a very
long time... Santa, it
would be a great Honor
if this really did come
true. I am 18 years old
and I attend at Galena
Park High School. If I get
this scholarship, you bet
I'll make sure you have
twice as much milk and
cookies next year!

Your Jolliest Friend,
          -Yadira

***
Querido Santa,
Cisiera que benga mi

Abuela y mi Abuelo y
mis Tios y mis Tias y
estavos muy Felizes y
nos bivertimos mucho.

Osvaldo, 6
Schochler
Elementary

***
Querido Santa,
Me porter muy vine

este ano me tralles una
muneca de BeBe.

Emily, 6
Schochler Elementary

***
Dear Santa,
How are you  and

Mrs. Clause doing? I hop
you are doing well. I am
doing good in reading. I
really need to try harder
in math. Thank you for
the gifts last year. This
year have a LoL dolls
and I will share it to my
friends and I will like to
have a alppe wach and I
really need it to call my
mom. When something
goes wrong so pls.

Zoey beth Valencia, 9

** **
Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs.

Claus doing? I hope you
had a great year! I have
been good I only got a
couple conduct marks.
Better than last year.
Thank you for the
presints last year. I
would like a nurf gun
bullets and a nededo. If I
got that my heart would
be blown up. Merry
Christmas.

Brycen Schryden, 8

***

Dear Santa,
How are you

and Mrs. Clause doing? I
hope you are doing well?
I have been doing good
with reading! Thank you
for the tablet last year.
This year I would want a
doll. I would be so
thankful for it. Merry
Christmas. Don’t get sick
y’all.

Kalli Olree, 8

** **
Dear Santa,

How is every-
thing going? I hope you
are doing well! I try hard
to be helpful. Thank you

for the stuf that
you gave me
last year! I
really loved the
pony! This year
I want a inteno
sich. It wode
make me
happy! Merry
Christmas!

Anabell
Salinas, 8

tLetters to Santa ttLetters to Santa t

***
Dear Santa,

How is every-
thing going? I’ve been
helping my mom. I realy
love the ipad. This year I
wold like a xbox one. I
will love it! Merry
Christmas!

Lane Landree, 8

** **
Dear Santa,

I hope your
doing well! I will be on
my best behaver. Thank
you for the gifts you gave
me last year.   I woud
love a phone and it will
     make me so happy.
     Merry Chrismas
        Santa.

      Madelyn Sebreh, 9

***
Dear Santa,
I want slime

for X-mas and
some lol dolls, a
basketball and a
basket basket
ball cort and
shoes seize 1
and scooter.

Kimberly
Alvarez, 7 years
old

SYLVIA R. GARCIA
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Photo by Allan Jamail
 Thursday, December 6, 2018, constuients from all over House District 143 came to enjoy food and refreshments with State Representative Ana Hernandez’ at her annual holiday open
house.

The North Shore Senior High Varsity Boys’ Basketball Team won the Goose Creek Memorial
Tournament!
In the first round, the Mustangs defeated Bellaire, 55-47. The Mustangs beat #22 in the
state, Beaumont United, with a score of 46-35 to advance to the semifinals, and defeated
Sam Rayburn to move onto the Championship round, the final score was 52-43.
In the Championship game, the Mustangs played #8 in the state, Sam Houston High School.
In a hard fought battle, the Mustangs rose to victory over Sam Houston, the final score was
48-47.
“It was a great team effort and an emotional win for the boys,” Coach Benitez said.
Congratulations to Coach Benitez and the Mustangs!

Rep. Ana Hernandez hosts Annual Holiday Open House

GALENA PARK ISD
North Shore Senior High varsity
basketball team wins the Goose Creek
Memorial tournamentEarly Childhood Devel-

opment is a critical time in
a child’s life. Galena Park
ISD (GPISD) wants to en-
sure these critical develop-
ment periods begin at the
earliest age possible and
are free of cost for our stu-
dents. During the 2017-
2018 school year, we
opened the GPISD Pre-
Kindergarten 3-Year-Old
program (Pre-K 3) at Ja-
cinto City Elementary
(JCE) and Tice Elementa-
ry (Tice). Each site serves
40 students; 20 English
speaking students in the
morning and 20 bilingual
English learners in the af-
ternoon.

We kicked off Pre-K 3 by
hosting a Pre-K Round-Up
event during the 2017
spring semester, which al-
lowed early registration for
students who met the
State of Texas Pre-Kinder-
garten Eligibility Require-
ments and live within the
GPISD community. After
the Round-Up, we had 161
applicants and 156 of those
students met the state re-
quirements. The students
were then entered into a
lottery for the 80 available
slots. Each student select-
ed received FREE tuition
for the entire school year.

Galena Park ISD sees great success in
Pre-K 3-year-old program

 Dr. Williams, superintendent of schools, with Woodland
Acres Elementary Pre-K 3 student, Genesis Rodriguez

After the first successful
year of the Pre-K 3 pro-
gram and JCE and Tice
and the overwhelming re-
sponse from the communi-
ty, we decided to open up
an additional site this
school year at Woodland
Acres Elementary.

Thus far, the Pre-K 3
program has provided a
nurturing environment
and a solid foundation to
help our young learners
achieve their fullest poten-
tial. Through structured
play, classroom routine and
lessons; teachers are
strengthening the social

and emotional develop-
ment of students while set-
ting the foundation for
learning.  The tailored Pre-
K 3 curriculum and early
exposure has positively
helped our students’ devel-
opment and social skills; it
has certainly enhanced
their oral language to help
prepare them for their ac-
ademic career.

Registration informa-
tion for the 2019-2020 Pre-
Kindergarten Round-Up
will be posted on the
GPISD webpage and social
media sites during the
spring semester.

on being the best possible
team we can be.”

North Shore’s success
can’t be given to the of-
fense or defense, they’re a
well balanced team as a
whole on both sides of the
ball. Disciplined to execute
as coached, this year’s
team has the makings of
winning a state champion-
ship.

The upcoming game
against Lake Travis will
test North Shore’s pass
defense. Pass defense exe-
cution is going to be a key
factor as they matchup
against some of the state’s
best passing quarterbacks.

The Mustangs offensive
line executed so well it en-
abled Zach Evans to make
5 touchdowns, (TD’s) aver-
aging 8 yards per carry for
139 rushing yards. He ran
for 4 TD’s and caught a
pass for his 5th TD. Quar-
terback Dematrius Davis
had great pass protection
and completed 77 percent
of his 22 passes for 267
yards and ran for 112
yards. The offense made 24
first downs for 545 yards.

North Shore’s pass re-
ceivers made 285 yards,
Shadrach Banks 4 catches
for 87 yards, Chance Pillar
2 for 47 yards, Zach Evans
3 for 39 yards and a TD,
Dorian Manuel 1 for 32

yards, Charles King 2 for
25 yards, John Gentry 2 for
21 yards, Ajani Carter 1 for
13 yards and Zorhan Ride-
aux 2 for 8 yards.

John Villalobos, Mus-
tangs junior kicker contin-
ues perfect streak making
all five extra points and a
19 yard field goal.

Mustang defense with-
out question is a key fac-
tor in the team’s success;

they kept the Bobcats to 3
touchdowns for 21 points
well below their 40 point
per game average. They’ve
only allowed 153 points
scored against them in
their 14 game winning
streak.

Game articles and pho-
tos can be found at,
www.northchannelstar.com
search keyword Mustangs.
Subscription available too.

Photo by Allan Jamail
North Shore’s 245 pound defensive lineman Jordan Revels
was all over the field stopping the Cy-Fair offense. Revels
came from behind the Bobcat blockers tackling running
back Jaelon Woods (#25) for a loss.

North Shore Mustangs,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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By FRANCIS P. CHURCH,
First published in The New York Sun in 1897

We take pleasure in answering thus prominently
the communication below, expressing at the same
time our great gratification that its faithful author is
numbered among the friends of The Sun:

Dear Editor—

I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there
is no Santa Claus. Papa says, “If you see it in The
Sun, it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa
Claus?

Virginia
O’Hanlon

Virginia, your
little friends are
wrong. They have
been affected by the
skepticism of a
skeptical age. They
do not believe
except they see.
They think that
nothing can be
which is not com-
prehensible by their
little minds. All
minds, Virginia,
whether they be
men’s or children’s,
are little. In this
great universe of ours, man is a mere insect, an ant,
in his intellect as compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the intelligence capable of
grasping the whole of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as
certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist,
and you know that they abound and give to your life
its highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be
the world if there were no Santa Claus! It would be as
dreary as if there were no Virginias. There would be
no childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to make
tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoy-
ment, except in sense and sight. The eternal light
with which childhood fills the world would be extin-
guished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not
believe in fairies. You might get your papa to hire
men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas eve to
catch Santa Claus, but even if you did not see Santa
Claus coming down, what would that prove? Nobody
sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no
Santa Claus. The most real things in the world are
those that neither children nor men can see. Did you
ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not,
but that’s no proof that they are not there. Nobody
can conceive or imagine all the wonders there are
unseen and unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what
makes the noise inside, but there is a veil covering the
unseen world which not the strongest man, nor even
the united strength of all the strongest men that ever
lived could tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love,
romance, can push aside that curtain and view and
picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all
real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing
else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives and lives
forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay 10
times 10,000 years from now, he will continue to
make glad the heart of childhood.

Francis P. Church’s editorial, “Yes Virginia, There
is a Santa Claus” was an immediate sensation, and
went on to became one of the most famous editorials
ever written. It first appeared in the The New York
Sun in 1897, almost a hundred years ago, and was
reprinted annually until 1949 when the paper went
out of business.

Virginia O’Hanlon went on to graduate from
Hunter College with a Bachelor of Arts degree at age
21. The following year she received her Master’s from
Columbia, and in 1912 she began teaching in the New
York City school system, later becoming a principal.
After 47 years, she retired as an educator. Through-
out her life she received a steady stream of mail about
her Santa Claus letter, and to each reply she attached
an attractive printed copy of the Church editorial.
Virginia O’Hanlon Douglas died on May 13, 1971, at
the age of 81, in a nursing home in Valatie, N.Y.

Yes, Virginia, There
is a Santa Claus

Gilbert Hoffman, Architect
713-977-2555

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott on Dec. 3 pro-
claimed Dec. 5 as an offi-
cial day of mourning across
the Lone Star State in hon-
or of former President
George H.W. Bush, the
41st president of the Unit-
ed States, who died in
Houston on Nov. 30.

In the proclamation,
Abbott encouraged Texans
to “gather, assemble and
pay their respects to the
memory of George Herbert
Walker Bush through cer-
emonies in homes, busi-
nesses, public buildings,
schools, places of worship
or other appropriate plac-
es for public expression of
grief and remembrance.”

The proclamation also
allowed state employees to
attend such observances.
State agencies, offices and
departments were closed
on that day, with general
government operations
and services maintained
by reduced-s ize  work
crews.

The former president’s
body lay in state in the
U.S. Capitol  rotunda.
Crowds viewed the casket
and a 21-gun salute was
performed. Official funer-
al services were conducted
at the National Cathedral
in Washington, D.C., and
the body was transported
to Bush’s longtime home
church, St. Martin’s Epis-
copal Church in Houston,
f o r  f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e s .
Crowds lined the railroad
tracks as a funeral train
carried the former presi-
dent's body to College Sta-
tion and its final resting
place at the George H.W.
Bush Presidential Library
on the Texas A&M Univer-
sity campus.

Pablos resigns
from post

Secretary of State Ro-
lando Pablos, Texas’ chief
elections officer, has re-
signed from office, effective
Dec. 15.

In his Dec. 6 letter of
resignation, Pablos wrote
to Gov. Abbott: "With the
midterm elections success-
fully behind us and the
86th legislative session
around the corner, I be-
lieve this would be a good
time to begin the process
of transitioning out of my
position and passing the
baton to the next secretary
of state. Serving Texans as
secretary of state has been
the opportunity of a life-
time, but I feel the need at
this time to turn my atten-

Texas, nation mourn
death of former president

tion to my private prac-
tice.”

Abbott said Pablos “has
been a dedicated public
servant who has done an
exceptional job upholding
the integrity of our elec-
t i o n  s y s t e m .  H e  h a s
s t r e n g t h e n e d  T e x a s ’
standing on the interna-
tional stage by fostering
our cultural and economic
ties with countries around
the world. The State of
Texas is better for his ser-
vice. I thank Rolando for
his commitment to our
great state and wish him
and his family all the
best.”

Before serving as secre-
tary of state, Pablos served
as chair of the Texas Rac-
ing Commission, as a
member of the Public Util-
ity Commission and as
honorary consul to Spain.
He also was founding chief
executive officer of El
Paso-based Borderplex Al-
liance and Uriel Americas,
a renewable energy com-
pany.

AG joins anti-
robocall group

Texas Attorney Gener-
al Ken Paxton on Dec. 6
announced he had joined
40 state attorneys general
in an effort to stop or re-
duce “irritating and poten-
tially harmful robocalls”
that telemarketers and
political campaigns may
use to autodial the tele-
phone numbers of private
citizens and deliver re-
corded messages.

“Unwanted phone calls
are both a nuisance and an
invasion of privacy, and
growing robocall scams
could cost Texans any-
where from a few dollars
to their life savings. This
coalition is dedicated to
protecting citizens from
these risks and engaging
telecom companies in a
nationwide effort to put an
end to these intrusive
calls,” Paxton said.

Revenue total
increases

Texas  Comptro l l e r
Glenn Hegar on Dec. 4
said state sales tax reve-
nue totaled $2.998 billion

in November, 7.7 percent
more than the amount re-
ported for  November
2017.

“While slower than the
double-digit pace of recent
months, state sales tax
revenue growth in Novem-
ber was strong,” Hegar
said. “Increased tax collec-
tions continue to be led by
remittances from oil- and
gas-related sectors, but at
a slower pace than in re-
cent months. Growth from
retail trade and restau-
rants, the sectors most
dependent on consumer
spending, was positive,
but comparatively mod-
est.”

The sales tax is the
largest source of state
funding for the state bud-
get, accounting for 57 per-
cent of all tax collections.

DSHS promotes
flu shots

The Texas Department
of State Health Services,
in conjunction with Na-
tional Influenza Vaccina-
t ion Week,  reminded
Texans on Dec. 4 to pro-
tect themselves and loved
ones by getting immu-
nized.

“Last flu season was
severe, and the U.S. saw
a record number of flu-re-
lated hospitalizations and
pediatric deaths,” said Dr.
Jennifer Shuford, DSHS
infectious disease medical
officer. “We have no way
of knowing if this flu sea-
son will be milder or just
as severe as last season.
We are recommending all
Texans six months of age
and older get their flu vac-
cine as soon as possible.”

T e x a n s  m a y  v i s i t
texasflu.org or contact a
health care provider for
more information.

Stress-Free
Holiday
Entertaining
Tips

(Family Features)
The holiday season is
meant for spending
quality time with
friends and family, not
stressing out over
hosting. With some
simple tips, you can cut
down on hectic prepara-
tions while creating a
memorable holiday full
of food and fun guests
can savor.

Consider these
suggestions from the
entertaining experts at
Real California Milk:

Plan Ahead
Heading into your

seasonal soiree with a
plan in place can help
avoid snafus. Make a
shopping list of ingredi-
ents and decorations.
Then put together a
schedule a few days
prior to the event to
cover last-minute
preparations.

Elevate Holiday
Classics

Elevating classic
appetizers is a simple
way to savor the
season. A trend on the
rise, the Grazing Table
starts with the table as
the canvas, adds
elements of the tradi-
tional cheese board
then takes it to the next
level with an arrange-
ment of appetizers or
brunch dishes and
seasonal decor. Another
way to lift your holiday
spread is using high-
quality, authentic
ingredients like Real
California Milk chees-
es, made with milk
from California dairy
farm families, which
are key ingredients in
this Sweet Citrus and
Spice Cheese Board.

Prepare Dishes
and Decorations in
Advance

Preparing for guests
can be one of the most
time-consuming as-
pects of hosting. Deco-
rating at least a day
ahead and setting the
table the night before,
for example, can help
minimize stress.
Welcome guests with
holiday cheer and
trendy decor like a
virtual yule log made of
melting cheese, com-
plete with holiday
music.

For more holiday
inspiration and recipes
like antipasto skewers
and yogurt-pesto dip,
queso fundido and
cheese logs and bundts,
visit
realcaliforniamilk.com/
recipes.
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LIFESTYLE

Attorney at Law

KAREN A. BLOMSTROM
281-328-7311

Crosby, TX 77532

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but wisdom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

God is our refuge
and strengh, a

very present help
in trouble

Psalm: 46:1

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

FAITH
can move

MOUNTAINS
Matthew 17:20

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

CALL 713-266-3444 FOR A QUOTE TO
REACH MORE THAN 7,000

READERS WEEKLY

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

CERTIFIED
CONTRACTOR

Financing Available

MR. ROOFER
281-452-0000

OBITUARIES
✯

Stephen Lynn Smith,
56, passed away peace-
fully after a long battle
with cancer on Novem-
ber 30, 2018 in Austin,
Texas. Stephen was
born on March 17, 1962
to parents Jimmy and
Ann Smith in Houston,
Texas. He was a true
outdoorsman who en-
joyed fishing, hunting
and playing golf.

Stephen loved spend-
ing time with his family
and playing with his
grandchildren. He is
preceded in death by his
brother, Jeffrey Scott
Smith. Stephen is lov-
ingly survived by his
wife, Deanna Smith;
parents, Jimmy and
Ann Smith; brother,
Michael Todd Smith;
children, Jeremy Mayo
and wife Kelly, Ashley
Knowles and husband
Andrew; grandchildren,
Emily Mayo, Mackenzie
Mayo, Chandler Woo-
druff, Adam Knowles;
his beloved dog, Jax; as
well as numerous ex-
tended family members
and friends.

Friends are welcome
to join the family for vis-
itation Tuesday, Decem-

Merry Christmas

Christina Lee
Williams Luper

Christina Lee Will-
iams Luper, 86, of Bay-
town,  passed  away
Sunday, December 1,
2018, in Baytown.

Christina was born
November 29, 1932 in
Brownwood, to parents;
Luther and Sallie G.
Williams.  She was a
high school graduate, a
retired hairdresser and
salon manager for J.C.
Penny and also spent
many of her younger
years working as a flo-
rist.

Mrs. Luper was pre-
ceded in death by her
parents and son:  Micha-

James V. “Jim”
Garrett

James V. “Jim” Garrett,
80, passed away on Decem-
ber 1, 2018 peacefully at
his home. He was born on
October 27, 1938 in Hous-
ton, Texas to parents
James Porter and Marie
Emma Garrett. He attend-
ed Jacinto City Elementa-
ry School, Galena Park
Junior High, and Galena
Park High School.

James proudly served
his country in the United
States Marine Corps from
1956 to 1960. He retired in
2001 from his career as a
State Trooper at the Tex-
as Department of Public
Safety after 37 years of em-
ployment.

James is preceded in
death by his parents, aunts
and uncles, and several
cousins. He is lovingly sur-
vived by his wife, Lisa
(Gibbs) Garrett; sister,
Carolyn Tarris; brother,

D o n a l d  G a r r e t t ;  t w o
daughters; three grand-
children; four great-grand-
children; as well as several
nieces, nephews, extended
family  members ,  and
many friends.

el Earl Luper.  She is
survived by her son:
John  A .  Luper ,  I I ,
grandchildren:  Chris
Luper, Megan Luper
Hart, John A. Luper, III,
April Luper Hubbard,
and Hailey Luper, aunt:
Barbara Lummus, cous-
in:  Marney Mason,
niece:  Becky Luper, nu-
merous other relatives,
and friends.

Crespo & Jirrels
Funeral Home and
Cremation Services

6123 Garth Rd.,
Baytown, Texas 77521

     281-839-0700
www.crespoandjirrels.com

Behold!
A Child Is Born

The parishioners of St. Jude Thaddeus in
Highlands extend a warm greeting to those

seeking a church to celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ and share the blessings of

another Nativity celebration.
Parishioners, we are grateful for the support
and encouragement we have received during

this year.

CHRISTMAS
SCHEDULE 2018

MASSES

Christmas Eve
Monday, Dec. 24

5:00 pm --Vigil Mass
11:15 pm --Christmas Carols

12:00 am --Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
Tuesday, Dec. 25

9:00 am English Mass

11:00 am Spanish Mass

New Year’s Eve
Monday, Dec. 31

6:30 pm Vigil Mass

New Year’s Day
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019

8:30 am English Mass

6:30 pm Bilingual Mass

ST. JUDE
THADDEUS
CATHOLIC
CHURCH
800 S. Main
Highlands

281-843-2422
www.stjudehighlands.org

Rev. Jose Mundadan, Pastor

Stephen Lynn Smith

ber 4th from 5:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. at Carter-Con-
ley Funeral Home. Fu-
neral services officiated
by Pastor Danny Kil-
coyne will be held at
11:00 a.m. Wednesday,
December 5, 2018 in the
chapel of Carter-Conley
Funeral Home.

Graveside services
will immediately follow
at San Jacinto Memori-
al Park under the direc-
tion of Carter-Conley
Funeral Home.

Visit our websites:
www.starcouriernews.com

northchannelstar.com

13701 Corpus Christi St.,
Houston, TX  77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com

13701 Corpus Christi St.,
Houston, TX  77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com
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ASK THE EXPERT

ASK DIAMOND JIM

NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR
5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057

713-266-3444 • FAX (713) 977-1188
email: northchannelstar@gmail.com
website: www.northchannelstar.com

Gilbert Hoffman..................................................Editor & Publisher
Mei-Ing Hoffman...............................................Associate Publisher
Julieta Paita..............................................................Assistant Editor
Willie Glasgow....................................................Marketing Director
Lewis Spearman...............................................Advertising Director
Luis Hernandez.................................................Production Director
Gerardo Hernandez................................Circulation/Mail Director
Published each Wednesday by GrafikPress Corp. Any erroneous statement
which may appear will be corrected when brought to the attention of the
publisher. Liability for errors is limited to the reprinting of the corrected ver-
sion. Submissions are encouraged, in person, by mail, by Fax, or by email, to:
northchannelstar@gmail.com

 Member Texas Community Newspaper Association
Member North Channel Chamber of Commrce

 Member Intercontinental Chamber of Commerce Houston
Member Texas Press Association

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Financing Available

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers

Repair or Replace. We also repair broken
springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

I really like this
question. I feel that
there are many things
in life that are free and
have value. Love,
friendship, a hand-
shake, a hug, and even
laying on the cool grass
during a hot summer
day. I can do any of
these things for free
and all of them have
value to me.

For the financial
value of an item, let’s
consider a piece of
jewelry. Ultimately,
the value of anything is
what someone is
willing to pay for that
item at a given point in
time. For example,
people will often show
me a ring or a pendant
or a Rolex watch and
ask me “what is it
worth”? The value of a
14K gold ring depends
on why the valuation is
needed and its intend-
ed purpose. If the
person is selling the
ring because they need
the cash for other
expenses, that amount
is based on its “scrap
value”. If a person is
wanting to have a
formal appraisal done
for insurance or re-
placement of that item,
that value is much
different and usually
much higher than the
scrap value and is
known as the item’s

Diamond Jim: "If something
is free, does it
have value?"

“appraised value”.
Value, much like
beauty, is in the eye of
the beholder or in the
details for the circum-
stances.

We have many
customers who will
come into Pineforest
Jewelry just to say
hello. They’re not here
to buy something this
time or for us to repair
their jewelry, they just
stopped by to have a
cool drink and chat for
a while. They feel
comfortable here, they
feel welcomed here, the
feel appreciated here,
they feel valued here.
Our friendship and the
cool drinks are all free.
Now that’s a real value,
that’s priceless!

We Love our custom-
ers and it shows every
day of the week. Thank
you for reading the
“Ask Diamond Jim”
column.

Diamond Jim is a
diamond dealer and
precious metals broker
of NTR Metals.  See
more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds,
precious stones, pre-
cious metals, and other
questions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Civic
Involvement,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Each election that I am
asked to serve as a Presid-
ing Judge, I look around
and see if there are neigh-
bors who are interested in
serving, making a little
money and getting to know
others in the community.
This election, I was blessed
to have four very unique
and interesting neighbors
who joined me for the day.
As the day went on, we

were able to learn about
each other, as well as those
who came in to vote.  We
discussed changes we
would like to see and I en-
couraged them to take
time to write a note to each
of their elected officials,
thanking them for what
they do for us.    If you are
interested for 2019, get in-
volved.

Part 1

By Allan Jamail

December 12, 2018 -
Tis the season to be jolly,
but it is also the season to
be wary of burglars,
thieves, and criminals
who holiday shop off of
your carelessness.

During the holiday
season, shoppers may be
so busy they fail to
protect themselves from
the HOLIDAY THIEVES.
Careless shoppers are
easy victims for purse
snatchers and vehicle
burglars.

Purse snatchers love
the holidays, use extra
caution with purses and
wallets. Carry a purse
under your arm. Keep a
wallet in an inside coat
pocket or a front pants
pocket.

When parking your
vehicle to go shopping,
remember where you
parked. Always park in a
well-lit and well-traveled
area, don’t park in a dark
area. Lock your vehicle
and keep your windows
up even while you are
driving.

Have your keys in
hand when approaching
your vehicle. You will be
ready to unlock the door
and will not be delayed by
fumbling and looking for
your keys. Check to see if
you are being followed.

When you return to
your vehicle, before
getting in it look to be

NORTH CHANNEL STAR
HOLIDAY CRIME
PREVENTION TIPS

sure no one is hiding
inside.

When storing items
purchased at the stores,
place them out of sight.
The best place is in a
locked trunk. Do not
leave your purse or cell
phone where it can be
seen.

If you are in a parking
lot or garage, be mindful
if you see someone who
appears to be standing
around for no good
reason. He or she might
be waiting to take
advantage of you. They
could be waiting to grab
your shopping bags or
your purse. Report them
to security officers or
leave the area until
they’re no longer around.

Don't resist if someone
tries to take any of your
valuables, call 911
instead. Try to get a good
description or license
plate number of their car.
Robbers usually have a
weapon so don’t chase
them.

If you go to an auto-
matic teller machine for
cash, look for people
around you and make
sure it is well lit and in a
safe location.

Part 2 next week;
Home Holiday Crime
Prevention / Allan
Jamail is a North
Channel Star writer who
has Crime Prevention
Education from the
University of San Marcus
and the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety.

The Channelview Ministry Team volunteered their service
during the Christmas Toy Drive.

Elementary, Crenshaw El-
ementary, DeZavala Ele-
mentary, Schochler
Elementary, and Alice
Johnson Junior High en-
tertained guests who
showed their holiday spir-
it by donating toys, gift
cards, and money.

The Community Toy
Drive “Every Child De-
serves a Christmas” was

Toy Drive,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

designed to brighten
Christmas for children in
the North Channel Com-
munity. Corporate spon-
sors for the 2018
Community Toy Drive
were Arkema, Caterpillar,
Channelview Ministry
Team, Ctab Disaster Re-
lief, Houston Responds,
LyondellBasell, and Solar
Turbines (a Caterpillar
Company).
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000
readers in our FOUR newspapers, with a
combined circulation of 40,000 copies.
Get ACTION on your AD. Rates start at
only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 281-328-9605

FULL-TIME
OFFICE PERSONNEL

Must have
PROPER PHONE

ETIQUETTE.

Must be familiar with
COMPUTERS,

MICROSOFT WORD,
and STANDARD OFFICE

EQUIPMENT

Fax resume to

936-336-9829

HELP WANTED

48-2

LEGAL NOTICES APPEAR IN THE
HIGHLANDS STAR CROSBY COURIER,

AND THE NORTH CHANNEL STAR.
CALL 713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

RENTAL COM-
MERCIAL SPACE;
Downtown
Highlands. S.Main St
Store front space.
Available Dec. 2018.
Call 281-843-2811
ask for Mr. Bill.
                                      47-4

RENT/LEASE

PARTY ROOM
FOR RENT by the
event in Downtown
Highlands. Furnish
chairs, tables and
cooler. Call
281-843-2811 Mr. Bill.

                49-4

RENT/LEASE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Screenings to Identify Disabilities
CISD Special Education department provides screenings for children

with suspected disabilities in an effort to identify every student with a
disability who lives within the district’s boundaries.  Crosby ISD is
committed to providing excellence in education to all students, and the
screenings are designed to help identify children who may qualify for
the district’s special education programs.  Eligible students with
disabilities between the ages of 3 and 21 can be provided with services to
ensure their successful participation in school.  These services and
supports may be provided through Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
or through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act.
Special education services are also available starting at birth for eligible
children who have a visual and/or auditory impairment.

If you know a child who may be challenged with a disability, please
contact the Crosby ISD Special Education office at 281 328-9200,
Extension 1108.  If the child is already a student in Crosby ISD, please
contact the counselor at the child’s school.  The counselor will be happy
to assist you.

The special education personnel will coordinate efforts to evaluate the
student and, if eligible, ensure that the student is provided with supports
and services needed to benefit from instruction.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Classified ADS
713-266-3444

GOOSE CREEK CONSOLIDATED INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2018
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David Mendez
General Sales Manager

THE CHEVY PRICE YOU PAY
IS  WHAT WE PAY.

NOT A CENT MORE.

Must take delivery by 1/2/2019. Photos for representation only does not depict actual vehicle.
2018 Silverado, stk# JG256345, MSRP 50050.00, $45170.13 Employee Price for All -2000 Rebate,
-2000 Private Offer (must be on GM Manifest 18-40CBI-000) -500��Costco Members prior to 10/
1/2018,-3000 Bonus Cash,-1250 Bonus Cash,-1500 DPA thru GM Financial, $34920.13 Final
Price� $15130 Total OFF, OVER 30% OFF! 2018 Tahoe, stk# JR137122�, MSRP 71,220, $64370.82
Employee Price for ALL, -1500 Rebate, -3500 Private Offer (must be on GM Manifest 18-40CBI-
000), --500� Costco Members prior to 10/1/2018 -750� Bonus cash -1500 DPA thru GMF OVER
14K Off. 2018 Impala MSRP 29865, 20% OFF� 23892 Final Price all in inventory 2018, 20% off
on Impala, Sonic, Spark of 2019 models  20% off on Sonic, Spark. See dealer for complete details.

Pricing with approved credit. Prices do not included T.,T.,&L.

The  Nor t h  Channe lThe  Nor t h  Channe l
Ar ea  Chambe r  o fAr ea  Chambe r  o f
Commer c e  w i sh e s  y ouCommer c e  w i sh e s  y ou

Happy Hol idaysHappy Hol idays
13301  I - 10  Eas t ,  Su i t e  100 ,  Hous ton  TX  77015  •  713 -450 -3600  •13301  I - 10  Eas t ,  Su i t e  100 ,  Hous ton  TX  77015  •  713 -450 -3600  •13301  I - 10  Eas t ,  Su i t e  100 ,  Hous ton  TX  77015  •  713 -450 -3600  •

www.nor thchanne la rea . com •  New  members  we l comewww.nor thchanne la rea . com •  New  members  we l comewww.nor thchanne la rea . com •  New  members  we l come

Looking for that unique
Christmas gift for that spe-
cial person who has every-
thing? Well look no more. If
they love history and loves
historic Naval Ships then we
have the perfect gift for
you. First Texas Volunteers
(FTV) in cooperation with
Battleship Texas Founda-
tion (BTF) and Texas Parks
& Wildlife Department
(TPWD) will host a very spe-
cial unique guided behind
the scenes “Hard Hat Tour”
aboard the ship, Saturday,
December 15th, 2018. This
tour will last approximately
(3 _) hours and participants
will be able to see areas of
the ship rarely seen by the
public. There are (five) tour
times to pick from: 8:30am
– 9:15am – 10:00am –
12:00pm and 12:45pm. This
tour is available via a mini-
mum donation of $50.00 per
person.

In conjunction with the
“Hard Hat Tour” FTV will
also be hosting a “Specialty”
Hard Hat Tour focusing on
the Normandy invasion of
1944. This tour will take
place the same day as the
Hard Hat tour at 2:00pm
and will last approximately

Tour Battleship
TEXAS Dec. 15th

(2 _) hours. This tour is
available via a minimum do-
nation of $30.00 per person.

For anyone wishing to at-
tend either or both of these
tour you must be at least 14
years of age and older. Par-
ticipants need to bring a
small pocket flashlight, wear
comfortable clothes (you
may get a little dirty), good
walking shoes for climbing
numerous stairs/ladders and
a camera if you wish. Hard
hats are provided, and wa-
ter will be available along
the tour route during
breaks. Promptness is re-
quired, as start times are
strictly observed. If you can’t
make the December tour
you can still buy your tick-
ets early for the next one on
January 19th and wrap
them up for the holidays. 

Easy, quick and inexpen-
sive and 100% of all monies
raised goes to helping us to
ensure that the last remain-
ing dreadnought style ship,
one of the most important
cultural resources of this
state, will be here for future
generations to enjoy. Please
visit
www.firsttexsasvolunteers.org
for more information.


