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ANA HERNANDEZ offers a new generation of leadership for the Texas Senate. She
experienced life as an immigrant while growing up in Pasadena. She graduated from
the University of Houston and went on to earn her law degree from the University of
Texas. At the Young age of 27 she was elected to the Texas House of Representatives.
Ana is also the mother of a young son and a partner in a small law firm.

This breadth of real life experience is what gives Ana the drive and passion to represent
you fiercely in the Texas Senate.

Channelview ISD
Christmas Open
House & Wassail

The Channelview
Independent School
District invites the commu-
nity to the Annual Christ-
mas Open House and
Wassail.  The occasion will
highlight unique musical
selections from CISD choirs
and bands.  Wassail and
cookies will be served to
all guests, and Santa will be
present for special greet-
ings and photos. The event
will be held on December
13, 2018, from 9:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. at CISD Joyce
Hendrix Educational
Support Center.

Holiday Open
House

Rep. Ana Hernandez in-
vites your to her annual Hol-
iday Open House, Thursday,
December 6, 2018 from
11:00 am to 1:00 pm at the
District Office, 1233 Mercu-
ry Dr. 77029. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

The district will also be
colleting new, unwrapped
toys to donate to a child this
holiday season. Donations
will be accepted until Friday,
December 14, 2018.

For more informartion
call 713-675-8596.

Early voting set for
Senate candidates

PLAYOFF GAME NORTHSHORE vs KATY is Nov. 30

Mustangs crush Gators 65 – 21

Sheldon ISD breaks ground
for new elementary school

Hours of Operation
Unofficial - Pending
Approval

November 26th -
November 30th
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

December 1st
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

December 2nd
1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

December 3rd - December
7th
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

VOTING LOCATIONS:

Pictured (from left) are Sheldon ISD Board President Fred Rivas, Board Vice President Latricia
Archie, Board Member Debbie Kolacny, Board Member Angela Cormier and Superintendent
King Davis at the groundbreaking site for the new Sheldon ISD elementary school which
took place last month.

See Sheldon New Elementary, Page 8

Photo by Allan Jamail

Mustangs Dematrius Davis goes airborne, leaping across the
goal line on a 59 yard quarterback keeper play for the
game’s first score.

By Allan Jamail

Friday, November 23,
2018 at 1 PM at the Gale-
na Park ISD football sta-
dium the Northshore
Mustangs took the bite out
of the Dickinson Gators,
eliminating them from the
state football playoffs 65 to
21.

Mustang Coach Jon
Kay’s offense and defense
played like a team hungry

See Mustangs Win
PlayOff Game, Page 8

Early voting has start-
ed in Harris County, for a
candidate to replace Sylvia
Garcia in the state Senate,
District 6. Candidates in-
clude Democratic State
Representatives Ana Her-
nandez and Carol Alvara-
do, Democrat Mia Mundy,
and Republican Martha
Fierro.

The County Clerk has
posted the following times
and locations for Early Vot-
ing:

Ana Hernandez, Carol Alvarado

6. Galena Park Library
1500 Keene Street
Galena Park, TX 77547

7. John Phelps Courthouse
101 South Richey Street
Pasadena, TX 77506

8. Harris County Scarsdale
Annex
10851 Scarsdale Boulevard
Houston, TX 77089

9. Baytown Community
Center
2407 Market Street
Baytown, TX 77520

1. County Attorney
Conference Center
1019 Congress
Houston, TX 77002

2. Moody Park Community
Center
3725 Fulton Street
Houston, TX 77009

3. Ripley House
Neighborhood Center
4410 Navigation Boulevard
Houston, TX 77011

4. HCCS Southeast College
6960 Rustic Street
Houston, TX 77087

5. Hardy Senior Center
11901 West Hardy Road
Houston, TX 77076

Call 713-977-2555 for more intormatioin.
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HIGHLANDS ROTARY
CLUB NEWS

✯

Fabiola Moreno (left) Lee
College Cosmetology student,
sprays eighth-grader Chloe
Bradford’s hair during the Third
Annual Highlands Junior School
College and Career Fair. The
event is to promote College
and Career Week and to match
colleges and careers to the
different endorsements since
eighth-graders will make their
selections within the next few
weeks.

Highlands Junior School eighth-
graders (from left) Alyssa
Bernal, Hannah Lee and Ashlie
Allen work with a model of a
dog, assisted by Leia Vinson
(right) and Andrea Garcia
(front right), ninth-graders in
the Vet Tech program at Stuart
Career Tech High School. The
students were attending the
Third Annual Highlands Junior
School College and Career Fair,
des igned to help e ighth-
graders make decisions on
endorsements.

Clayton Fullbright, an eighth-
grader at Highlands Junior
School, visits with Bobbie, a toy
schnauzer, and (from left)
Kristian Foreman and Dr. Amy
Chou from Abshier-Meuth
Animal Hospital at the Third
Annual College and Career Fair.
The event helps students match
colleges and career to the
different endorsements they
will choose among in the next
few weeks.

Highlands Junior School eighth-
graders (from left) Vernon
Duke ,  Sau l  Chavez ,  A lan
Urenda, Alexander Hebrank
and Christopher Hernandez
look at a map at the Texas
Department of Transportation
booth at the Third Annual
H igh l ands  Jun io r  Schoo l
College and Career Fair. The
event is to promote College
and Career Week and to match
college and careers to the
various endorsements so that
students can make informed
decisions on endorsements
before the end of the semester.

Third Annual Highlands Junior
School College and Career Day

Photos by Susan Passmore

Rotarian Palko recounts
his tough year as DG

HIGHLANDS – Bill Pal-
ko, last year’s District Gover-
nor of Rotary District 5890,
presented a review of his year
to the Highlands Rotary Club
last Tuesday. District 5890
comprises the greater Hous-
ton area, with 61 clubs and
3000 members.

Palko said that his year
started out normally, in July
2017, and he was in the midst
of visits to the 61 clubs, when
a hurricane changed every-
thing.

Hurricane Harvey hit the
Texas coast on August 25th,
and then again the following
weekend, leaving a downpour
and immense flooding
throughout the area. Eventu-
ally, authorities would deter-
mine that 30,000 homes were
affected in Harris County.
Many of these ended up
homeless for an extended pe-
riod.

This flood, and the recov-
ery effort conducted by indi-
vidual clubs and the District,
occupied Palko’s agenda for
most of the year, interrupting
the normal business.

In the next few months,
Palko became the “catastro-
phe manager” in his own
words. Offers of help and
money came from Rotarians
all over the nation and the
world, he said.

Much of the relief work
was conducted unheralded.
Some was immense, such as
the North Carolina District
7710 that came to the NRG
stadium in just a few days,
and cooked 30,000 meals ev-
ery day for weeks. And their
was a club from San Diego
that permanently donated a
Suburban style vehicle, for
the local Rotarians to use for
hauling supplies.

Past District Governor Bill Palko

In all, District 5890 donat-
ed nearly $200,000 to local
Harvey Relief and Recovery
projects.

In addition, during Palko’s
term the Rotary 5890 District
raised money for targeted
donations which  went to a
VA hospital in San Antonio,
Polio Plus, the RI annual
fund, and others. In all, the
District contributed $1,092
million to work of the Rotary
Foundation.

Palko pointed out a num-
ber of awards that the Dis-
trict achieved during his
term, including 18th place
worldwide for giving to Polio
Plus, and 1st place in Zone
giving for a number of Polio
Plus categories.

Also during this time, the
District and some individual
clubs continued their work on
international projcets, such
as the eye clinic in Guerrero.
For the last 15 years, poor lo-
cal residents have received
free cataract surgery, and

surgery to correct cleft pal-
ates.

The district has other
projects in Central America,
and especially in Nicaragua.
A foundation is helping what
are known as the “children of
the dump” to improve their
living conditions. They have
also sponsored a school for
the blilnd, and a home for
pregnant girls. A workshop
teaches skills in woodwork-
ing, metal working and more.

The district has a project
known as Books for the
World, and has collected and
sent 350 pallets of books to
various countries worldwide.

Palko said the District was
honored to host Rotary Inter-
national president Ian Rise-
ley, from Australia, during his
term.

The District also raised a
huge sum of $3.6 million dur-
ing the annual Million Dol-
lar Dinner, a major gift event
benefitting the R.I.

281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

 Hang your Christmas
Card on our Tree

(This Ad is reduced in size. Your card will be twice as large– a Full Page)

We will publish your Card Ad in
our Christmas Editions

Dec.  13 and 20
For Details call 713-266-3444
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By Becky Zalesnik

The C. E. King High
School STEM Academy
has recently announced
the selection of their first
ever STEM ambassadors.
These students are part of
the new high school STEM
Academy that started this
year with 74 members.
These 13 ambassadors
were selected to represent
the STEM program as
spokespersons and leaders
on the campus and for all
community events. Each
student had to apply for
the ambassadorship and
then interview with the ad-
ministrative staff to be se-
lected. Some of the duties
as ambassadors will be to
participate in community
events to promote the
Sheldon ISD STEM Pro-
gram and to assist with
both recruitment and men-

HOPE Candlelight
Service

Hearts of Parents Endure
(HOPE) will hold its 17th an-
nual candlelight ceremony
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, De-
cember 6, at San Jacinto
College North Campus, 5800
Uvalde, for parents, family,
and friends to remember
children who have passed
away.

The ceremony will be
held at The Christmas Box
Angel Memorial Garden.
The public is welcome to at-
tend.  Anyone who has lost
a child is invited to join us
and lay a white flower in
memory of their child.

GP-JC CIP
Meeting

Save the Date - Next Meet-
ing is Wed, Jan 9th.

Due to the holidays, the
next meeting is Wednesday,
January 9th.

RSVPs will be requested
closer to the meeting date.
Happy Holidays!

5:45 – light dinner.   6:15-
business starts. Meeting ad-
journs by 8:15 p.m.

At Alvin Baggett Recreation
Building in the conference
room by the south door, 1302
Keene in Galena Park. Host
plant: LyondellBasell Refinery

“State of the Plants” & Pro-
gram Planning for 2019

•Each plant will have 2-3
minutes to describe its 2018
achievements and 2019 goals
and plans

•Members are interested in
plant environmental and safety
performance as well as business
information, including any ex-
pansions underway or planned.

•Brainstorm and prioritize
meeting topics. Form Program
Planning Committee to draft
Program Plan from this input.

Evening San
Jacinto Pilot Club

This newly chartered club
meets on on the 1st Tuesday of
each month at 7 pm at the
Woodfores t  P resbyter ian
Church.  For more information,
see the Facebook page entitled
Evening San Jacinto Pilot Club
or call 832-264-1565 / 832-
289-4762.

CHANNEL
CURRENTS

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Financing Available

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers

Repair or Replace. We also repair broken
springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

C. E. King High School announces
first STEM ambassadors

toring of students in the
elementary and middle
schools in the district.
These students will work
closely with the teachers
and administrative staff to
help grow, expand and im-
prove the program as it
works on completing the
Texas Education Agency
(TEA) blueprint to hopeful-
ly become a T-STEM Des-
ignated Academy for the
u p c o m i n g  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0
school year.  The teachers
and administrative staff
are very excited about this
group of STEM Academy
students and are eager to
watch them on their path-
way to success over the
next 4 years as they com-
plete both high school and
college credit courses (15-
30 hours), industry certifi-
c a t i o n s ,  a n d  a n
endorsement in the areas
of Math, Science, Comput-

er Science or Engineering.
These students are “fresh-
men today and leaders to-
morrow!”. The KHS STEM
Academy is led by the
academy principal Mr.
Tommie Lee, counselor
Ms. Melanie Jones, secre-
tary  Ms. Arredondo, and
district level personnel Ms.
Annette Clark, Coordina-
tor of Innovative Programs
and Becky Zalesnik, Direc-
tor of Innovative Pro-
grams. STEM Academy
teachers include Mr. Arce-
neaux-SS, Mr. Frease-
M a t h ,  M s .
Rosales-Science, Ms. Turn-
er-ELA, Mr. Netherland-
Engineer ing  and  Mr .
Whitely, Computer Sci-
ence.

San Jacinto Pilot
Club meeting

The Club meets the 2nd
Thursday of each month at Am-
egy Bank on I-10, at noon.
Please visit
www.SanJacintoPilot.com.

Buckshot
Jamboree

Enjoy Classic Country music
every Saturday night from 6 pm
- 9 pm with The Buckshot Jam-
boree at 7414 Hartman near
Old Beaumont Highway. More

info,  call 281-458-0729 or 832-
444-5000.

North Shore
Seniors Dance

North Shore Seniors holds
a dance the second Thursday
of the month from 1 - 4 pm at
the Grayson/Baldree Building,
Corpus Christi street. Live bands
and refreshments. Cost is $5/
per person. For more informa-
tion call 713-455-3660.
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AUSTIN — Texas has
its lowest unemployment
rate in more than 42 years.

The Texas Workforce
Commission on Nov. 16
announced that Texas’ sea-
sonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate fell to 3.7
percent in October, down
from 3.8 percent the prior
month.

It is the lowest level of
unemployment the state
has seen since January
1976.

The Texas economy add-
ed 32,300 seasonally ad-
justed non-farm jobs in
October. Annual employ-
ment growth was 3.1 per-
cent, marking 102
consecutive months of an-
nual growth.

Still, job opportunities
abound.

“The jobs are out there,
and I encourage all job
seekers to contact their lo-
cal Workforce Solutions of-
fice for assistance with job
training and placement,”
said Julian Alvarez, the
TWC commissioner repre-
senting labor.

The Midland Metropoli-
tan Statistical Area record-
ed the month’s lowest
unemployment rate among
Texas MSAs in October
with a non-seasonally ad-
justed rate of 2.1 percent.
That was followed by the
Amarillo MSA and the
Odessa MSA, which tied
for second lowest with a
rate of 2.5 percent. The
Austin-Round Rock, Col-
lege Station-Bryan and

Defensive
Driving
Tips

(NAPSI)—These five
tips can help you be
prepared for the perils
of the road.

1. Know Your Car.
Like people, each car
has a unique personali-
ty. Some features work
better than others, and
conditions can cause a
vehicle to react a
certain way. Knowing
your car’s limits and
behavior patterns can
help you predict how it
will respond in certain
situations. How long
does it take you to stop
and how much pres-
sure is required on the
brake pedal? What’s
your turn radius? Does
your vehicle lean when
you round a corner?
Does it quake when
you hit a certain speed?
Knowing the answers
can help you avoid
accidents.

2. Use Extreme
Caution During a Lane
Change. The National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration esti-
mates that one of the
most common causes of
two-lane auto accidents
is unsafe lane changes.

3. Know Your Blind
Spots. Most cars have
at least one line of
vision that’s not clearly
evident in the rearview
or side mirrors. Even
carefully placed mir-
rors often cannot cover
every possible angle.
Move the side mirrors
far outward so that the
angle of view barely
overlaps the view of the
rearview mirror.

4. Keep Your Hands
on the Wheel. The
National Highway
Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration now advocates
keeping your hands at
the 9 and 3 o’clock
positions instead of 10
and 2 because of air
bags.

5. Keep Up on
Maintenance. Routine
work on your auto, like
oil changes, fluid refills
and tire rotations, can
make all the difference
in your car’s drivabili-
ty.

Learn More

For further facts and
tips about good driving
from the experts at
Driving-Tests, founded
on the universal belief
that everyone can be a
safe driver, go to https:/
/driving-tests.org.
There, budding drivers
can also learn how to
pass the written test
the first time.

(StatePoint) Looking
for the “perfect gifts,”
paired with enticing
retail discounts and
deals, can pressure
holiday shoppers to
spend more than they
can afford. As a result,
consumers may max out
credit card limits or miss
payments, negatively
affecting credit scores. In
addition, store credit
cards may offer instant
discounts that are
tempting at the register -
- but that new applica-
tion could decrease your
credit score.

Not having enough
money for presents and
the strain holiday
shopping puts on their
finances are big causes of
anxiety for many con-
sumers, according to a
recent Experian survey.
However, many of these
same consumers seem to
be on the right track: in
the survey, respondents
listed several smart
financial resolutions,
including 28 percent who
want to improve their
credit scores, while
almost 50 percent said
saving more was a New
Year’s resolution.

But understanding
how your credit score is
calculated is critical.
With this mind, here are
some key factors:

• Payment history:
Accounting for roughly a
third of your credit score,
paying loans on time is
crucial; too many late
payments can decrease
your score.

• Balance: You never
want your credit card
balance to be higher
than 30 percent of your
credit limit -- on a single
card and across all of
them. Keep balances low
to keep your score high.

• Credit history:
Those who’ve never used
credit before will likely
have a low score, or no
score at all, while credit
accounts that have been
active for a long time
reflect positively on your
score, as does a healthy
mix of accounts, such as

Texas unemployment rate
hits lowest level since 1976

Lubbock MSAs tied for
third lowest with a rate of
2.7 percent.

Abbott comments on
rate

Gov. Greg Abbott wel-
comed news of the record-
low unemployment rate,
attributing it to the state’s
“lowering taxes, removing
regulatory barriers and in-
vesting in our workforce
and education system.”

“As governor,” Abbott
added, “I remain commit-
ted to ensuring that Texas
stays the most prosperous
state in the nation.”

SBOE votes to hike
funding

The State Board of Ed-
ucation, which oversees
the Texas Education Agen-
cy, voted Nov. 20 to in-
crease the funding in the
2020-2021 biennium for
school operations, instruc-
tional materials and tech-
nology.

The SBOE’s prelimi-
nary spending decision
would give schools $172
million more than current-
ly allotted. The figure in-
cludes $55 million that the
School Land Board agreed
to provide.

But the funding is tied
to budget decisions law-
makers must make in the
coming year. The 86th Tex-
as Legislature is set to con-
vene on Jan. 8, 2019.

An estimated $60 billion
of the state's current $217
billion budget is for public
education. Only Medicaid,
at $62.4 billion, takes a
greater slice of the budget.

More Harvey funds
to come

Texas Land Commis-
sioner George P. Bush on
Nov. 19 announced an ad-
ditional allocation of $652
million from the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and
Urban Development to
help address unmet hous-
ing recovery needs for Tex-
ans affected by Hurricane
Harvey.

“We look forward to
working with our partners
in communities across the
region to leverage these
resources efficiently and
effectively to benefit Tex-
ans affected by Hurricane
Harvey," said Bush, the
chief executive of the Tex-
as General Land Office, the
state agency that adminis-
ters the federal hurricane
relief funding.

The $652 million will
supplement some $5 bil-
lion in current Hurricane
Harvey programs being
implemented by the GLO,
as well as additional pro-
grams in Harris County
and the City of Houston.

Spending discussion
will wait

The Legislative Budget
Board met Nov. 16 to re-
view the items of informa-
tion and methodology
required to set the Article
VIII constitutional limit on
certain appropriations for
the 2020-21 fiscal bienni-
um.

House Speaker Joe
Straus announced the

board would take up the
spending cap at a later
time.

After the meeting,
Straus explained that the
price of oil, an uncertain
price tag for Hurricane
Harvey relief, and the po-
tential for a school finance
solution make it unwise to
set a spending limit now.

Straus’s successor will
be elected on Jan. 8, open-
ing day of the 86th Texas
Legislature. Straus sug-
gested the next House
speaker would need time
to think through the op-
tions, and that the discus-
sion can wait until the
state comptroller’s next
revenue estimate in Jan-
uary.

Mitigation plan is
posted

The Texas Commission
on Environmental Quali-
ty announced the publica-
tion of the final
Volkswagen Beneficiary
Mitigation Plan on Nov.
16.

According to the TCEQ,
the plan sets out the
state’s strategy for distrib-
uting more than $209 mil-
lion received in settlement
of claims relating to emis-
sions control defeat devic-
es on Volkswagen’s
light-duty diesel vehicles.

The plan will comple-
ment other grant pro-
grams that target harmful
ozone in Texas. These in-
clude the Electrify Ameri-
ca Program, the result of
a separate settlement
with VW, which will fund
additional electric charg-
ing stations. The other
program is the Texas
Emissions Reduction Pro-
gram, one of the most ag-
gressive and extensive
programs in the country
providing voluntary in-
centives for replacement,
repowering and upgrad-
ing of polluting vehicles
and equipment.

More information on
the program can be found
at: www.texasvwfund.org.

having a mortgage, a few
credit cards and auto
loans.

• Staying out of hot
water: Many people
believe that financial
transactions like rent,
utility and telecommuni-
cations payments impact
credit scores, but in fact,
these are not factored in
by many scoring compa-
nies. However, if you
don’t pay bills and they
get turned over to a
collection agency, this
could affect your credit
score. Severely delin-
quent accounts are often
reported to the credit
bureaus.

“While it’s fun to give
to others during the
holidays, make sure to
give yourself the gift of
not getting into debt,”
says Rod Griffin, director
of Public Education at
Experian. “Stick to a
shopping budget. Only
use credit cards for an
amount you can pay off
and pay the bill in full on
time. You’ll lose your
cheer quickly after the
New Year if you face a
mountain of debt.”

A positive credit
profile and history of
using credit smartly can
open up financial
opportunities, like
getting a car loan or
home mortgage. There
are clear benefits to
building your credit file,
but if you don’t build it
responsibly those gains
won’t be felt. To plan for
the holidays and 2019,
visit experian.com/
education for informa-
tion about credit scores,
as well as personal
finance tips.

“Credit is a tool to be
used wisely,” adds
Griffin. “If you check
your credit score regular-
ly and make strategic
decisions on when and
how much credit to use
in the short-term, it will
benefit you when you
absolutely need credit to
make a large purchase or
for an emergency
expense.”

Avoid the Naughty List:
Don’t Let the Holidays
Ruin Your Credit

Letter to Santa
Dear Santa,

Letters can be mailed to Santa,
5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX.

77057 or e-mailed to
northchannelstar@gmail.com.
 Letters must be received by

Dec.10 for publication in
our Special Christmas Editions

School:

Name:
Age:
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Attorney at Law

KAREN A. BLOMSTROM
281-328-7311

Crosby, TX 77532

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but wisdom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

God is our refuge
and strengh, a

very present help
in trouble

Psalm: 46:1

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

FAITH
can move

MOUNTAINS
Matthew 17:20

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

CALL 713-266-3444 FOR A QUOTE TO
REACH MORE THAN 7,000

READERS WEEKLY

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

CERTIFIED
CONTRACTOR

Financing Available

MR. ROOFER
281-452-0000

Northside Baptist
Church of Highlands will
have its Christmas Pro-
gram on Sunday, Decem-
ber 9 at 6pm.  It will be led
by Music Minister Gene
Littlejohn and pianist
Karen Bascom.  The Pro-
gram will feature Christ-
mas singing, special music,
and tell of the miraculous

 Alicia O. Mendez

It is with great sadness
that the family of Alicia O.
Mendez announces her
passing on Friday, Novem-
ber 23, 2018. Alicia Oli-
varez Mendez, 67, was
born on December 25, 1950
in Camargo, Tamaulipas,
Mexico to parents Enrique
and Alicia Olivarez.

She will be lovingly re-
membered by her children,
Ana, Leticia, Ramon, Lisa,
Juan; stepchildren, Rudy,
Rosa, and Mary; 11 grand-

(StatePoint) Want to
give back this holiday sea-
son? There are many ways
to get into the charitable
spirit. And if you need
some inspiration for how to
go about benefitting those
in your local and global
community, consider the
following ideas.
Serve a Holiday Meal

Food is one of the most
fundamental ways to show
you care, and, delicious
food and the holidays go
hand-in-hand. Consider
serving a warm holiday
meal to someone who
needs it.

There are many ways to
do this, such as preparing
a meal at home and deliv-
ering it to a sick or elderly
neighbor, inviting a col-
league or friend who
doesn’t have family in the
area to your home for a
holiday meal, or volunteer-
ing in a food pantry to
serve a meal to other mem-
bers of your community. If
these efforts are not possi-
ble, look for a canned food
drive near you and pick up
some extra groceries to do-
nate when shopping.

Northside Baptist
Christmas Program

birth of our Savior.  A Fel-
lowship with food and
drinks will follow.

Northside will also be
featuring Christmas mu-
sic and preaching through-
out the month of
December on Sundays at
11am and 6pm.  Dress is
casual.

Everyone invited.
Northside Baptist Church
of Highlands is located at
317 Barbers Hill Road,

Highlands, TX 77562.
For more information visit
nsbchighlands.org.

“There is born to you
this day in the city of Dav-
id a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord.”  -Luke 2:11.

3 ways to give back this
holiday season

Give Access to Safe Water
Give a gift to a loved one

this season that’s not only
thoughtful for him or her,
but also benefits the com-
munity at large. One great
way to do that is through
the gift of water. Due to
microplastics and other
common water contami-
nants, safe drinking water
is not necessarily a given
these days. However, you
can provide someone you
love with at-home and on-
the-go access to safe drink-
ing water with a LifeStraw
water filtration product.

Helping to reduce plas-
tic waste by providing an
alternative to single-use
bottles, you’ll be making a
global difference. What’s
more, for every LifeStraw
product purchased, includ-
ing LifeStraw Go 2-Stage
Special Edition, LifeStraw
Universal and LifeStraw
Play, one child in a commu-
nity in need receives safe
drinking water for an en-
tire school year. LifeStraw
provided its one millionth
child with safe drinking
water in Kenya in 2018.
And new special edition

bottles benefit the Conser-
vation Alliance, a public
lands conservation organi-
zation, and LifeStraw’s
Safe Water Fund, which
supports natural disaster
victims by providing them
with safe drinking water.
Give Life

Did you know that the
simple act of donating
blood can save a life? In-
deed, one pint of blood is
all that’s needed to save
three lives, according to
America’s Blood Centers.
Make an appointment at a
local blood bank. It takes
just about 10 minutes, and
afterwards you can feel
good about the potential
difference you’ve made.

Another way you can be
a life saver is by ensuring
you are a registered organ
donor. Use the holiday sea-
son as an opportunity to
add your name to the Na-
tional Donate Life Regis-
try.

Before stringing lights
or adding tinsel to the tree,
you can truly get into the
holiday spirit by finding
meaningful ways to give
back.

OBITUARIES
✯

children; and 2 great-
grandchildren. Alicia will
be forever remembered by
her brothers, sisters, niec-
es, nephews, extended fam-
ily and dear friends. She is
preceded in death by her
husband Juan Mendez;
mother, Alicia; and father,
Enrique; brother, Mario;
and twin sister, Pita.

Alicia loved cooking,
shopping, dancing, and
playing loteria and bingo,
she will be remembered for
her caring nature, helping
as many people as she
could.

Services were entrusted
to San Jacinto Funeral
Home in Houston, Texas.
At this time the Mendez

family would like to thank
everyone for their support
during this difficult time,
your thoughts and prayers
are greatly appreciated.

For more information on
the life of Mrs. Mendez, to
sign the online register
book, or to offer your con-
dolences or fond memories
of Mrs. Mendez to the fam-
ily, please visit
www.SanJacintofunerals.com.

STERLING ~ WHITE
FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY

281-426-3555

11011 Crosby-Lynchburg Rd.
Highlands, TX 77562

Clifford Lee
Shaw Jr.

Clifford Lee Shaw Jr.
age 91, went to be with the
Lord on Sunday November
18, 2018. He was born in
Forsyth Georgia to Lillie
Elvira Mitchell Shaw and
Clifford Lee Shaw Sr. He
enjoyed spending time

with his family and being
outside in his garden. He
was loved and will be
missed by all who knew
him.

He is preceded in death
by his parents; his wife of
47 years and mother of his
four children, Dorothy
Rose Shaw; his son, Clif-
ford Lee Shaw III and his
granddaughter, Amber Ad-
ams.  Clifford is survived
by his second wife, Violet
Shaw; his children,
Christie Adams, Rebecca
Bilnoski (and husband,
Marvin “Butch”), Philip
Shaw (and wife Belinda
Abbott-Shaw) and his
daughter-in-law, Sarah
Hartwick-Shaw; his grand-
children, Amy Adams, An-
gelyn “Angel” Mays, Robert
“Bud” Adams, Marvin
“Buck” Bilnoski, Leah Bil-
noski-Morris, Tyler Abbott,
Cameron Shaw and Garri-

son Shaw. Also survived by
nine great-grandchildren,
other relatives and many
friends.

Funeral services will be
held at Sterling-White Fu-
neral Home 11011 Crosby-
Lynchburg Rd. Highlands,
on Tuesday November 27,
2018 at 11:00 a.m.  Inter-
ment will be in Sterling
White Cemetery. Arrange-
ments entrusted to Ster-
ling-White Funeral Home
11011 Crosby-Lynchburg
Rd. Highlands, Texas
77562. To offer condolenc-
es to the family, please visit
www.sterlingwhite.com.

14659 I-10 East Freeway
Houston, TX 77015

713-453-7114
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FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS

2018 Silverado 1/2 tons & 1500s,

25% Off 2018 Silverados
With approved credit. Must finance through GMC Financial, not all applicants will qualify. All offers plus T.T.&L.. See dealer for complete details.  Offers cannot be combined.  25% off is stand alone offer on Silverados meaning cannot be
combined with other offers. Limied time offer. Void where prohibited.

2018 Suburbans 2018 Tahoes

21001 Crosby Freeway, Crosby, Texas (Between Beaumont Hwy. & US 90@FM2100)

Call 281-328-4377        TurnerChevroletCrosby.com

Family Owned
and Operated

Robert Turner
Owner

David Mendez
General Sales Manager

“It’s time to start dealing, 2019s already in stock!”

Starts Now

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

With last week being
Thanksgiving, there is a
good chance that your
family participated in
some sort of gathering
that was filled with
traditions.  Many
families attend the
Thanksgiving Day
Parade in Downtown
Houston.  A large
number of my friends
meet up to go shopping
on Black Friday.  Still
other friends have a
tradition of volunteering
to serve the less fortu-
nate at events around
town.

When my children
were young, I started a
tradition of giving them
a Christmas ornament
that represented the
year that was about to
close.  My goal was that
by the time they left
home, they would have
at least 18 ornaments
that would represent
their childhood.  Due to
a flood in 2006, we lost
the decorations but we
have the memories.

Another tradition that
our family shares is that
on December 24, we take
the grandchildren to
look at Christmas lights.
At some point in the last
decade, I started enjoy-
ing several new tradi-
tions with friends.  On
Thanksgiving Day, I
joined friends to volun-
teer and serve lunch to
pediatric patients and
their families at M.D.
Anderson Cancer
Center.  Next Friday, I
will join other friends at
the Houston Food Bank
to answer phones for the

DECEMBER BIRTHSTONES
December’s birthstones

offer three ways to fight
the winter blues: tanzan-
ite, zircon and turquoise –
all of them, appropriately,
best known for beautiful
shades of blue. These gems
range from the oldest on
earth (zircon), to one of the
first mined and used in
jewelry (turquoise), to one
of the most recently discov-
ered (tanzanite). All of
these stones are relatively
inexpensive, but their
beauty rivals even pre-
cious gems. Colorless zir-
con is a convincing
replacement for diamond,
tanzanite often substitutes
sapphire, and turquoise is
unmatched in its hue of
robin’s egg blue. Whatever
your style preference or
budget, one of December’s
three birthstones will
match your true blue de-
sires.

TANZANITE
Tanzanite is the exquis-

ite blue variety of the min-
eral zoisite that is only
found in one part of the
world. Named for its lim-
ited geographic origin in
Tanzania, tanzanite has
quickly risen to populari-
ty since its relatively re-
cent discovery. Zoisite had
been around more than a

Traditions

Annual Share Your
Holidays Phone Bank.

For many in our
community, there is a
more somber annual
event, the Annual
Candlelight Remem-
brance Ceremony hosted
by Hearts of Parents
Endure on the campus of
San Jacinto College
North on December 6th
at 7 p.m.  These commu-
nity members share a
common bond, that they
have lost a loved one too
soon.  The group HOPE
was founded after
several local families all
lost a child, one family
had unfortunately lost
two sons.  This is an
event that brings
families and friends
together to remember
their loved ones during a
season where so often
there are celebrations
and these loved ones are
missed.  There is a sense
of family with the many
community members
who attend each year.
Each year the event
draws together loved
ones who have lost a
child to illness, suicide,
car accidents and
unfortunately, even to
murder.

If you or anyone you
know has lost a child,
please put this date on
your calendar and share

with your family and
friends.  It is a time
where the deceased can
be remembered and new
bonds are formed.  The
original families who
formed HOPE did so in
hopes of being able to
help others traveling the
same path.  Several
years after the group
was started, one family
came forward as they
had lost two sons in
violent murders.  As
they shared their story,
they learned of a local
chapter of Parents of
Murdered Children
which they eventually
became involved with.
Two years ago, Calan-
drian Simpson Kemp,
founder of The Village of
Mothers, came to the
event and shared her
story and was able to
encourage parents who
had lost a loved one to
gun violence to get
involved with Moms
Demand Action for Gun
Sense in America.

The evening, which is
typically cold and windy
provides an opportunity
to share love and
memories as well as add
a tradition and build
relationships.  If you
would like more infor-
mation, please contact
me at 832.896.1633.

Diamond Jim: "What is the
birthstone for December?"

century and a half before
this rare blue variety was
found in 1967. Trace
amounts of vanadium,
mixed with extreme heat,
cause the blue color –
which ranges from pale
blue to intense ultrama-
rine with violet under-
tones.

Tanzanite is still only
found on a few square
miles of land in Tanzania,
near majestic Mount Kili-
manjaro. Its price and
availability are directly
tied to mines in this region.
Tanzanite measures 6.5 to
7 on the Mohs scale of
hardness – which is not
nearly as hard as the sap-
phire it often substitutes.
Given its vulnerability to
scratch during daily wear
and abrasion, tanzanite is
better suited for earrings
and pendants than rings.
Between its deep blue col-
or and its limited supply,
tanzanite is treasured by
many – whether one is
born in December or not!

ZIRCON
Zircon is an underrated

gem that’s often confused
with synthetic cubic zirco-
nia due to similar names
and shared use as diamond

simulants. Few people re-
alize that zircon is a spec-
tacular natural gem
available in a variety of
colors. The name zircon
likely comes from the Per-
sian word zargun, meaning
“gold-colored.” Others
trace it to the Arabic
zarkun, meaning “vermil-
lion.” Given its wide range
of colors – spanning red, or-
ange, yellow, green, blue
and brown – both origins
make sense.

Zircon commonly occurs
brownish red, which can be
popular for its earth tones.
However, most gem-quali-
ty stones are heat treated
until colorless, gold or blue
(the most popular color).
Blue zircon, in particular,
is the alternative birth-
stone for December.

TURQUOISE
  Admired since ancient

times, turquoise is known
for its distinct color, which
ranges from powdery blue
to greenish robin’s egg
blue. It’s one of few miner-
als to lend its name to any-
thing that resembles its
striking color. Ancient Per-
sia (now Iran) was the tra-
ditional source for sky blue
turquoise. This color is of-
ten called “Persian blue”
today, regardless of its ori-
gin. The Sinai Peninsula in
Egypt was also an impor-
tant historical source.

The U.S. is now the
world’s largest turquoise
supplier. Nevada, New
Mexico, California and Col-
orado have produced tur-
quoise, but Arizona leads
in production by value, as
well as quality. The stone’s
popularity here makes it a
staple in Native American
jewelry. Turquoise is sen-
sitive to direct sunlight
and solvents like makeup,
perfume and natural oils.
The hardest turquoise only
measures 6 on the Mohs
scale, which made this soft
stone popular in carved
talismans throughout his-
tory.

From ancient Egyptians
to Persians, Aztecs and
Native Americans, kings
and warriors alike ad-
mired turquoise for thou-
sands of years. It adorned
everything from jewelry to
ceremonial masks to weap-
ons and bridles – granting
power and protection, par-
ticularly against falls.

Highly esteemed for its
striking namesake color
and its ancient history, tur-
quoise remains popular
through time.

Diamond Jim is a
diamond dealer and
precious metals broker of
NTR Metals.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious
metals, and other ques-
tions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000
readers in our FOUR newspapers, with a
combined circulation of 40,000 copies.
Get ACTION on your AD. Rates start at
only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 281-328-9605

RENTAL COM-
MERCIAL
SPACE;
Downtown
Highlands. S.Main
St Store front space.
Available Dec. 2018.
Call 281-843-2811
ask for Mr. Bill.
                                      47-2

RENT/LEASELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 470584; Estate
of ALVIN A. FRAN-
TA,  Deceased; In
Probate Court No.
2, of Harris Coun-
ty, Texas, De-
ceased, were
issued on
November 9, 2018.

LINDA DARLENE
FRANTA

TWARDOWSKI

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
5223 Garth Rd.

Baytown, TX
77521

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this November
27, 2018.

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICES
APPEAR IN THE

HIGHLANDS STAR
CROSBY COURIER,
AND THE NORTH
CHANNEL STAR.

CALL 713-266-3444



Page 8 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2018NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR

Railroads are topic at
GP-JC/ CIP Meeting

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN OF NEW SCHOOL

Sheldon ISD held its Groundbreaking Ceremony for Elementary No. 6 Oct. 30 on the job
site. Carroll Elementary Music Instructor Ms. Statci Herrington and the Suzuki Strings
performed prior to the ceremony - as the new elementary campus, which is slated to
open at the beginning of the 2019-20 school year, will also be designated as a Performing
and Visual Arts Campus. Contractor for the project is DuroTech and Architectural firm for
the project – Stantec.

Sheldon New Elementary,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Photo by Allan Jamail

John Villalobos, kicks a 42 yard 4th quarter Mustang field
goal.

Mustangs win Playoff Game,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Photo by Allan Jamail

245 pound defensive tackle Jordan Revels intercepts a Gator
pass and runs 55 yards for a touchdown in the third quarter
giving the Mustangs a 49 to 21 lead.

for another State Champi-
onship title.

Kay’s offense compiled
549 yards for 9 touch-
downs, completing 7 of 13
passes for 144 yards and
running 38 times for 405
yards.

The Gators posted sta-
dium signs reading, “Ga-
tors Chomp on Mustangs”
but as it ended up the Ga-
tors appeared toothless
and no match for the high
level of playing the Mus-
tangs repeat weekly.

Two pass interceptions
for Northshore kept the
Gators scoreless in the last

two quarters. Senior defen-
sive tackle Jordan Revels
intercepted a Gator pass
and ran 55 yards for a
touchdown. Another pass
interception by junior de-
fensive back Upton Stout
stopped another offensive
drive.

Mustangs Special
Teams junior kicker John
Villalobos game after game
is flawless making 8 extra
points and a 42 yard field
goal.

Northshore’s nine
touchdowns were made by
Dematrius Davis (2) Zach
Evans, John Gentry (3),

their biggest test of the
season Friday, November
30th at 7 PM at Houston’s
NRG Stadium when they’ll
face off for the third time
in less than a year against
8-time state champion’s
Katy Tigers.

Northshore spoiled the
Tigers opening season
game, giving them their
first ever loss in the new
72 million dollar stadium
three months ago. After
the 35 to 21 loss Katy quar-
terback Bronson McClel-
land acknowledged the
tough loss but seemed con-
fident the Tigers will be
2018 state champions and
beat Northshore in the
playoffs.

They will take on the
Katy Tigers on Friday, No-
vember 30 at NRG Stadi-
um. Game time is 7 p.m.

Presale tickets, which
are $6 for students and $11
for adults, are available at
the GPISD Athletic Office
on Thursday, November 29
from 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
and Friday, November 30
from 7:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. All
tickets at the gate will be
$15. Parking at NRG will
be $12 and is cash ONLY.

Go Mustangs!

Chance Pillar, Jordan Rev-
els and Ismael Villafuerte.

The Mustangs have

Continued Below

TYLER PARKER, UP KIRK HIGBIE, PTRA

Representatives of two of
the local railroads in the
Houston area, Union Pacif-
ic and Port Terminal Rail-
road Association, spoke to
the GP-JC CIP (Communi-
ty Industry Partnership) last
month.

The speakers covered the
general operations of the
railroads, displayed route
maps, and explained what
hazardous materials they
carried and how they re-
sponded to an accident.

The largest railroad,
Union Pacific, serves 23
states, and from Houston
carries containers, plastics,
stone and gravel, industri-
al chemical, and auto parts.

Their hazardous materi-
als record shows they han-
dled 217 incidents nation-
wide last year. They
maintain response teams in
12 locations, and recovery
assets in 6 locations,  with
firefighting and rescue
equipment. The railroad is
constantly training employ-
ees for safety. Their emer-
gency number is 888-873-
7267.

Port Terminal RR is an
association of UP, BNSF,
KCS, and the Port of Hous-
ton Authority. They serve
226 customers on both sides
of the Ship Channel. Major
commodities include chem-

A SPAGHETTI BOWL OF ROUTES shows how intertwined and
omnipresent are the four railroads that serve the Houston area.
Although the predominant railroad is Union Pacific, most traffic
around the Ship Channel is moved by Port Terminal RR, and BNSF
has major routes through the area, too.

ical, plastics, coke, grain.
They have similar hazmat
training and response as UP.

Their emergency number is
713-393-6505.


