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Jacinto City
Public Events

• Jacinto City Pet Vaccina-
tion Saturday, April 27th from
9 AM until 3 PM, at the Public
Works Facility, 12202 Market
Street. Veterinarian vaccina-
tions at reduced price, city pet
license available.

• Jacinto City Residents Tire
Roundup Day, Saturday, May
18th from 8 AM to 3 PM. To in-
sure pick-up tires must be at
curbside by 8 AM. No large
truck tires, no tires on rims.

Judge Joe
Stephens Golf
Tournament

Wednesday, April 24, 2019.
12 pm lunch, dinner & auction,
1 pm tee time. For more infor-
mation or to sign up call 832-
4 8 3 - 3 5 0 5  o r  g o  o n l i n e
www.votejoestephens.com.

North Channel
Chamber Golf
Tournament

At Tour 18, 3102 FM 1960
E., Humble, TX. 77338. 8:00
a.m. Shot Gun. Contact Margie
w i t h  a n y  q u e s t i o n s :
margie@ncachamber.com or
713-450-3600.

25 years of the
North Channel
Library

Save the date and come
and celebrate with the Library,
May 15, 2019, at 1p.m. and 5
p.m., 15741 Wallisville Rd.,
Houston, TX 77049. Please call
832-927-5550 for more infor-
mation.

CHANNEL
CURRENTS

See ARKEMA, Page 2

CROSBY – According to
Harris County District At-
torney Kim Ogg a grand
jury has indicted Arkema
Inc. and Mike Keough, the
company’s vice president of
logistics, on a felony charge
of causing bodily injury to
two sheriff ’s deputies by
withholding critical infor-
mation needed by first re-
sponders to protect
themselves and the com-
munity from chemicals re-
leased when Arkema’s
Crosby Plant caught fire
after Hurricane Harvey in
2017.

Said Ogg on April 10,
“The facts show Arkema
knew of the dangers, with-
held vital information, and
unleashed harm on first

responders and the com-
munity. This felony indict-
ment is a wake-up call to
companies that would pol-
lute our air and water-
ways, ignore best practices
in safety, and put our com-
munities at risk.”

Rusty Hardin has been
retained by Arkema as at-
torney and answered the
charges on the company’s
website. “Harris County
prosecutors are doubling
down on an unprecedent-
ed and outrageous attempt
to criminalize a natural
disaster,” Hardin said in
the statement. “They have
filed more charges trying
to prosecute a company for

Arkema faces
new charges

Project Recovery-Harvey
starts in East Harris County

BARRETT STATION –
The new leadership of Har-
ris County turned out in
force to announce Harris
County Project Recovery-
Harvey Program at the
Harris County Barrett
Community Center last
Saturday.

Lina Hidalgo, Harris
County Judge, Adrian Gar-
cia, Precinct 2 Commis-
sioner, Daphne Lemelle,
Harris County Communi-
ty Services Director and a
host of county community
workers from varied agen-
cies were present to share
their expertise enabling
residents to get help for
their houses, the services
they need to recover from
Hurricane Harvey.

Harris County Project
Recovery-Harvey is for ho-
meowners outside Houston
to apply for home repair,
reconstruction or reim-
bursement.

The new Harris County
Judge Lina Hidalgo indi-
cated that the county is
giving out about $200 Mil-
lion in this program, “Har-
vey was an especially
difficult disaster because it
got to the core of people’s

lives because it reached
into their homes, in their
housing. People’s homes
are anchors for them and
their families. When peo-
ple lost their homes and
were forced to leave and
live somewhere else, they

JUDGE LINA HIDALGO announces the start of the Recovery
program, as Malcolm Barrett and Adrian Garcia look on.

were still forced to watch
and wait until they could
rebuild and return. That
destroys and disrupts the
rest of their lives and the
fabric of our community.”

“For the first time we
are making a massive in-
vestment in housing
around Harvey,” said
Hidalgo, indicating that
the program was to be the
largest investment a re-
gion has made in the area
of housing repair.

“It helps us build a
stronger community and a
more resilient community
in all of Harris County.” the
Judge concluded.

Precinct 2 Commission-
er Adrian Garcia asked
folks to get in touch with
their representatives, “I
will ask you to do one
thing. Whenever you get
hold of your members of
Congress or representa-
tives, any one of them, let
them know it is unconscio-

nable that in an area like
Harris County, where we
know Mother Nature so
well, she visits us on a reg-
ular basis, we are no
strangers to flooding. But,
we don’t have to reinvent
the wheel over and over,
since the government
ought to have a good plan
in place.”

He encouraged those
needing help with housing
to get in touch with  www.
harrisrecovery.org and fill
out the application as soon
as possible.

“Know that we share
your frustration and that
we would rather have to
get things done sooner
rather than later.” said
Garcia.

An intake location is in
Crosby, that location is lo-
cated at 14,700 FM 2100
Suite A and B. The facility
is open from 8 until 6 Mon-
day through Friday and 9
to 3 on Saturday.

Take advantage of early
voting in Channelview ISD’s
Bond, April 22 – April 30

Early voting for Chan-
nelview ISD’s $195.4 mil-
lion bond is here. Starting
M o n d a y ,  A p r i l  2 2
through Tuesday, April
30, CISD voters can head
to any polling location in
Harris County to have a
say in the future of the
community by casting
their vote.

Extended polling hours
are available Monday
through Saturday of ear-
ly voting from 7 a.m. to 7
p.m., giving voters the op-
tion to swing by before or

The proposition addresses growth, safety, program
expansion, and more.

See Early Voting,
Page 3

Rep. Hernandez with students and supporters after presenting House Bill 1602 to the
House Committee on Public Education

Dear Friend,
With less than seven

weeks remaining in the
86th Legislative Session,
the Texas Capitol is grow-
ing increasingly busy!
Committees are meeting
twice a week, major pieces
of legislation have passed
at least one chamber of the
Legislature, and negotia-
tions on major policy top-
ics such as property tax
reduction, public school fi-

nance, and the final pas-
sage of our state's bienni-
al budget are ongoing.

The past two weeks
have been particularly
busy for our policy agenda!
I wanted to provide you an
update on our legislative
package's progress as we
reach mid-April. As al-
ways, if ever I can be of as-
sistance or answer any
questions, do not hesitate
to call my office at (512)

463-0614.
Kind regards,
Ana Hernandez
Wrapping Up Two

Busy Weeks Of Bills!
 Over the last two

weeks, Representative
Hernandez has presented
thirteenbills in committee
to crack down on human

See Capitol Update,
Page 5

Baytown Hospital Seminars, p.12

GP/JC Rotary holds annual
cake auction fundraiser

Rep. Hernandez updates
news from the capitol

THE GALENA PARK/JACINTO CITY ROTARY CLUB held their annual Cake Auction to raise
money for scholarships. This year they raised a total of $9000 for Galena Park High School
scholars. Bidding on the cakes was lively, and the high bidder for the cake seen above was
Jeff Miller, at left, who bid $800 for this special cake shaped like a GP. Seen in the picture
are Jeff Miller, Maria Rodriguez, and Don Nichols. The cake was made by Gladys Gutierrez.
MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 12.
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Attorney at Law

KAREN A. BLOMSTROM
281-328-7311

Crosby, TX 77532

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but wisdom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

God is our refuge
and strengh, a

very present help
in trouble

Psalm: 46:1

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

FAITH
can move

MOUNTAINS
Matthew 17:20

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

CALL 713-266-3444 FOR A QUOTE TO
REACH MORE THAN 7,000

READERS WEEKLY

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

Art car parade
Last weekend took place the world's oldest and larg-

est Art Car Parade in downtown Houston. For the 32nd
year ina row, more than 250 rolling works of art turn
concrete into a colorful canvas to celebrate the artist in
everyone. Community groups, public and private schools,
and professional organizations have become regular
participants. And as the parade grows, attracting more
and more participants, the complexity and quality of the
entries increases.

Robot

Moon rover

Dragon

Put your dancing shoes
on and get ready to swing,
bop, and rock Friday, April
26 from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

This dance is a sure way
to gather with friends and
neighbors and have a
honky tonk time. The
menu includes hot dogs,
chips, dessert, coffee, and
iced tea.

Tickets are available for

Spring Fling and Dance at Crosby
Community Center set April 26

$5 at the Center or $10 at
the door. Sign up at the
Center for this fun-filled
event by Tuesday, April
23.

Crosby  Community
Center’s free intergenera-
tional programs are part of
Harris County Precinct 2
Commissioner Adrian Gar-
cia’s educational and rec-
reational commitment to

Harris County residents.
Crosby Community Center
is a Precinct 2 community
center located at 409 Hare
Road, Crosby 77532. Office
hours are Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. For more information
regarding classes or other
Center programs, please
call (281) 462-0543.

Fire breaks out in garage at
George Foreman’s house

HUFFMAN, Texas –
The Harris County Fire
Marshal's Office is inves-
tigating a fire that broke
out at former professional
boxer George Foreman's
home last Sunday night in
Huffman.

According to officials,
the fire began in the ga-
rage, reportedly in a golf
cart by the back wall.
Crews were able to keep it
from spreading to the rest
of the home.

There were at least 40
vehicles in the garage,
where the fire started, but
none of them were dam-
aged.  There were people
inside the house at the
time of the fire, but every-

Firefighters combating fire at Foreman’s house

Notice of Election to Qualified Voters of
Crosby Municipal Utility District

An election will be held within the District on May 4,
2019 between the hours of 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
for the purpose of electing three (3) directors of Cros-
by Municipal Utility District. The polling place will be
the Edith Fae Cook Cole Crosby Branch Library at
135 Hare Road, Crosby, Texas 77532, or an autho-
rized polling place for Harris County indicated on the
polling location list.
Early voting by personal appearance shall be con-
ducted at any of the locations indicated on the list on
the following days, during the following times:
From April 22, 2019 to April 26, 2019 from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

On April 27, 2019 from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
On April 28, 2019 from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00p.m.

From April 29, to April 30, 2019 from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.

Applications for ballots by mail must be received by close of
business on April 23, 2019.
Applications and ballots to be voted by mail may be sent to
Diane Trautman, Harris County Clerk, P.O.Box 1148, Hous-
ton, Texas 77251-1148 and the e-mail address is
bbm@cco.hctx.net.
Spanish, Vietnamese and some dialects of Chinese assistance
to voters will be available from Early Voting Clerk of the Pre-
siding Judge. The Board Directors has appointed Baker Will-
iams Matthesen L.L.P. as the District’s agent for the election.
The offices of the District’s Agent are located at 5005 Wood-
way Drive, Suite 201, Houston, Texas 77056 and are open
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. each Wednesday.

The candidates for election are:
Robert F. Fivecoat, Incumbent
William Wilkinson,  Incumbent

Velma Ellison
Eddie Foster,           Incumbent

the Act of God that was
Hurricane Harvey. We can
only conclude that with a
May trial date looming,
prosecutors realize they
can’t prove the previous
charges and are grasping
at straws. This is a politi-
cal prosecution in search of
a theory. Many citizens,
businesses and even Har-
ris County courthouses
have still not recovered
from the unexpected disas-
ter that Harvey was. Yet
the DA’s office persists in
trying to place criminal
blame on Arkema and its
employees despite their re-
markable and heroic ef-
forts amid the six feet of
water no one predicted.

The Harris County
Flood Control District con-
cluded that in the area of
Arkema’s Crosby plant,
Harvey was a 5,000- to
20,000-year rainfall event.
That our county prosecutor
persists in desperately
seeking a way to criminal-
ly blame a company for the
ravages of this storm
should give us all pause.
Arkema stands by its em-
ployees and will fight this
unwarranted political ac-
tion.”

The new charges came
after an indictment eight
months earlier for release
of toxic chemicals after
Hurricane Harvey, naming
Arkema CEO Richard
Rowe and plant manager
Leslie Comardelle. They
were charged with reckless
emission of an air contam-
inant under the Texas Wa-
ter Code. That trial is to
begin May 20.

These criminal charges
coincide with lawsuits filed
against the company by
first responders. Residents
were evacuated after Hur-
ricane Harvey for a dis-
tance of 1.5 miles.

Arkema
faces new
charges,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

one managed to get out safely. We don't know if Fore-
man was home himself or who saw the fire and called
911.

Foreman sent out a tweet after the fire writing, "Don't
worry all is well. Dogs are barking and I don't mean my
feet. Thanks to all the firefighters. Huffman, Houston,
New Caney, Atascocita."

Judge Bates speaks to
Friends of Crosby Library

Librarian Diane Barker introduced Lucia Bates, Justice of the Peace Precinct
3 Position 2 to Friends of the Crosby Library on Monday beginning at 6:30
p.m. The discussion ranged from education to dealing with juvenile
delinquency with compassion. Irene Cook is at the right.

LIFESTYLE
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COMMUNITY NEWS

GALENA PARK ISD
North Shore Senior High Student
Receives $30,000 Scholarship

Galena Park ISD would
like to congratulate Pauli-
na Perales, North Shore
Senior High School senior,
for being selected to re-
ceive a $30,000 CMiC Soft-
ware Allen Berg
Scholarship from the ACE
Mentor Program of Amer-
ica, Inc..

The ACE Mentor Pro-
gram mentors high school
students and inspires
them to pursue careers in
architecture, construction
and engineering. Each
team at ACE is made up of
15-25 students and their
industry mentors. The
teams are set up to emu-
late an actual design team,

with students being guid-
ed through a mock design
project with their team ar-
chitect, engineer and con-
struction management
mentors. Mentors guide
the students as they work
towards a final project, in-
troducing them to careers,
industry vocabulary and
various roles companies
play in the construction
industry. At the end of the
year, all of the teams gath-
er for a final presentation
night, where they present
their designs.

ACE not only engages
sponsors and volunteer
mentors to expose students
to real-world opportuni-

ties, it financially supports
each student’s continued
success through scholar-
ships and grants. To this
date, ACE has awarded
over $15 million in schol-
arships to promising par-
ticipants.

“I am so proud of myself
for all of these years in
ACE, all of the work I have
shown to my mentors,”
Paulina Perales said. “I
have grown so much
through this program and
now I see all of the true
blessings that come along
with hardwork.”

Congratulations, Pauli-
na!

Paulina Perales, middle, receives $30,000 scholarship from ACE Mentor Program of America.

The Galena Park ISD Board of Trustees recognized the North Shore Senior High Basketball
team at the April Board Meeting. This year, the team earned an impressive 33- 4 overall
record, going 12- 2 in district play and winning first place in the Goose Creek ISD and
Pasadena ISD tournaments. During the season, this powerhouse Mustangs team went 56
consecutive days without a single loss and earned the title of #1 in state ranking. They
ended the season as the Region 3 Champions which earned them an appearance in the
State Final Four tournament. In addition, first-year head coach Sam Benitez was named
the 2018-2019 All-Greater Houston Coach of the Year!
The Mustangs were represented at the Board meeting by the team members, trainers,
senior managers/video crew and the coaching staff.

The North Channel
Area Chamber of Com-
merce recently recognized
three secondary students
and one educator at the
monthly luncheon in the
Monument Room at San

Galena Park ISD Board of
Trustees recognizes the North
Shore Basketball Team

Students with Autism Nurtured in
Small Classes with Behavioral
Curriculum in HCDE Special Schools
(April is National Autism
Awareness Month. Autism
now affects one in 59
children and greatly varies
from person to person.
Children with autism do
progress; early intervention
is key according to the
National Autism
Association.)

When John Clark
learned that his son with
autism would be placed in
a special school to deal
with his behavior issues,
he was dumbfounded, then
upset.  The father of 9-
year-old Hunter hired an
advocate to represent his
son. By the time he toured
Academic and Behavior
School East, a special
school for children with
behavior and intellectual
challenges, he was already
looking into private
schools for his son.

Upon meeting principal
Keith Oliphant and his
staff and walking the hall-
ways, he began to issue
apologies.

“If every school could be
run like this one, they
would be in a lot better
shape,” said Clark.

Since Hunter was
placed in Harris County
Department of Education’s
AB School East this year
by his home school district,
the Clarks have seen a
transformation in the inde-
pendence of their third-
grader. He engages in
conversation in restau-
rants and talks to neigh-
bors.

Instead of banging a
water bottle on the table to
show he’s disgruntled, he
says: “Daddy, I’m not hap-
py.”

Autism is a bio-neuro-
logical developmental dis-
ability that generally
appears before age 3, when
Hunter was diagnosed.
Children with autism usu-

ally have difficulties in ver-
bal and non-verbal com-
munication, social
interactions and leisure or
planned activities. It is di-
agnosed four times more
often in boys than girls.

Harris County Depart-
ment of Education has two
specialty schools called AB
School West and East to
serve children with au-
tism, behavioral disorders
and other significant phys-
ical and emotional needs.
The schools use Boy’s Town
curriculum to promote pos-
itive behavior and dismiss
the negative.

Each of the 104 students
currently attending AB
School East is assigned an
individualized education
plan and benefits from
small classrooms with a
low, student-to-teacher ra-
tio. Children are sent to
the special schools through
a district contractual
agreement with a goal of
returning to the home
school district.

“We like having Hunter
here, but our job is to get
him to be independent and
equipped with the skills he
needs to be successful to
return to his home school,”
said AB East Principal
Oliphant.

When Hunter goes back
to his school in La Porte
Independent School Dis-
trict next September, he
will be equipped with im-
proved social and academ-
ic skills or habits.

“I’ve seen his academics
improve,” said Clark.
“Hunter still struggles and
will resist homework like
any kids, but before he
would throw a fit. He sighs
but has learned that this
is what we have to do.
Homework is first.”

Parent Flobert Tiam,
father to Kyle, says his son
was diagnosed with autism
and ADHD and has severe
mood swings. He came to
AB School West in 2016.
He is thankful for the ba-
sic things his son has
learned to do now like eat
at the table, help dress
himself and listen to in-
structions. He has this ad-
vice for parents:

“I would tell parents to
get involved with a forum
for parents of autism in
order to have support,”
Tiam said. “Consider a spe-
cialized school. These chil-
dren need special
attention.

“When they feel that
love, I think these children
are able to do more.”

Chamber recognizes Sheldon ISD
students, educators of the month

Pictured (top, from left) are Juan Duenas, executive director for administrative services;
Dr. Demetrius McCall, Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services; Leroy Bradley,
NMS Principal; Raff Saeed, KMS Principal; and Dr. Keith Brooks, executive director of
secondary education and KHS Principal; (front) Paula Patterson, Assistant Superintendent
for Curriculum and Instruction, Yolimar Mears, Carroll Elementary; Cole Babin, NMS; Monica
Areco; KMS; Kennedy Singleton, KHS; and Christie Gates, chief administrative officer.

Jacinto College - North
Campus.

Sheldon ISD Secondary
Students of the Month -
Monica Arceo (KMS), Cole
Babin (NMS) and Kennedy

Singleton (KHS).
Sheldon ISD Educator

of the Month - Mrs. Yoli-
mar Mears (Carroll Ele-
mentary fourth grade
teacher)

Teacher Tabori Grayson works with student Hunter Clark.
Parent Flobert Tiam visits son Kyle at Academic and Behavior
School East.

after work. On Sunday,
April 28, voting is open
from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.

For  voters ’  conve-
nience, there are two in-
district  early voting
locations,  the North
Channe l  L ibrary  a t
15741 Wallisville Road
and the Joyce Hendrix
Educational Support
Center (CISD Admin.
Building) at 828 Sheldon
Road. You can also vote
at any Harris County ear-

ly voting location. To find
a polling location near
you, go to cvisdbond.org/
voting-information.

“With the district’s
continued growth in
mind, we’re looking for
community input by ask-
ing you to vote on the
bond package this May. I
encourage every resident
to get out and exercise
their right to vote, and to
take advantage of early
voting. This election is

very important in deter-
mining how our district
will look over the next de-
cade,” said CISD Board
President Keith Liggett.
“We want to hear from
you.”

Election Day is Satur-
day, May 4. Polls will be
open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
The North Channel Li-
brary and Joyce Hendrix
Educational Support
Center will both be open
for voting, or you can vote
at any election day poll-
ing location in Harris
County.

There has been contin-
ued growth in Channel-
view ISD and the planned

Early Voting,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

expansion in Rancho Ver-
de will bring over 620
new homes, creating
more student growth.
Channelview High School
and Kolarik Ninth Grade
Center are already at
their capacity and, with-
in the next 5 years, al-
m o s t  e v e r y  C I S D
elementary is projected to
be over capacity.

This bond election, the
district’s first in 10 years,
addresses this growth, as
well as safety, program
expansion and aging in-
frastructure across the
district. The bond pack-
age was developed and
recommended by the Cit-
izens’ Bond Planning
Committee (CBPC), a di-
verse group of CISD par-
ents, staff, local citizens
and community leaders.

“As a Channelview
graduate, I was proud to
see the community come
together to form the Citi-
zens’  Bond Planning
Committee that devel-
oped this bond package,”
Liggett said. “I thank
them for their involve-
ment and hard work to
plan a bond that will
build and improve our
schools and implement
innovative technology.”

If you have questions
about voting or the bond
election, visit the Chan-
nelview ISD bond website
at cvisdbond.org. www.NorthChannelStar.com

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

Printing, Copying,
Graphics, Mailing
Call to discuss your project and get a quote.

713-977-2555

281-452-6355
WWW.ALAMOROOFING.COM
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OPINION

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

2018 Chevy Silverado, Stk#JG 191315.MSRP$49,740, $4,000 dealer discount, $4,000 DPA thru GM financial,
$2,000 factory rebate, $3,000 Texas Edition Package Discount,$1,000GM Loyalty 2005 or newer GM Owner,
$35,740 Final All sales plus T.T.&L. and doc fee of $150 With approved credit. From dealer stock. See dealer for
complete details.

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick and House Speak-
er Dennis Bonnen on April
10 released a joint state-
ment promoting a twofold
method for the 86th Texas
Legislature to curb proper-
ty tax increases across the
state.

“Texans are fed up with
skyrocketing property tax-
es. At the beginning of the
legislative session, the gov-
ernor, lieutenant governor
and speaker laid out an
agenda for property tax
relief through the passage
of Senate Bill 2 and House
Bill 2 to limit property tax
growth,” the state's top of-
ficeholders said.

SB 2 and HB 2, the not-
yet-approved property tax
reform bills, would reduce
the revenue growth incre-
ment used for determina-
tion of the rollback tax rate
from 8.0 percent to 2.5 per-
cent for taxing units other
than small taxing units
unless the voters in a small
taxing unit election decide
to opt-in to the proposed
new voter-approved tax
rate procedure. The goal of
both pieces of legislation is
to reduce tax revenues for
local taxing units and in-
crease costs to the state
through revised formulas
for education funding.

Abbott, Patrick and
Bonnen also pushed law-
makers to pass legislation
that would allow Texans to
vote to offset local proper-
ty tax revenue by increas-
ing local sales taxes by a
penny.

“We are introducing a
sales tax proposal to buy

Top officeholders join together
in push for funding solution

down property tax rates for
all Texas homeowners and
businesses, once Senate
Bill 2 or House Bill 2 is
agreed to and passed by
both chambers,” they said
in the joint statement. “If
the one-cent increase in
the sales tax passes, it will
result in billions of dollars
in revenue to help drive
down property taxes in the
short and long term.”

Senate and House mem-
bers of both political par-
ties have expressed
reluctance to cede local
control in their districts to
tax revenue-generating
proposals coming from
Austin. Another dimension
is that a club-like Senate
tradition requires at least
three-fifths, or 19, of the
body's 31 members to
agree to bring a measure
to the floor for debate.

Patrick, who presides
over the Senate, reported-
ly last week was entertain-
ing the possibility of
breaking with precedent
by allowing the tax reform
proposal to come to the
floor with only 16 votes.
There could be enough
agreement among the
body's Republican mem-
bers to fall in line with
Patrick’s wishes.

As the possibility of
property tax caps and a

sales tax tradeoff simmers
in the Senate, passage is
harder to predict in the
majority-Republican but
not-so-collegial House. Dif-
ferences in the House and
Senate versions of the tax
reform bill would have to
be reconciled in a confer-
ence committee before re-
turning to the full bodies
for final approval.

Budget bill to
conference

Lawmakers’ constitu-
tionally mandated job is to
pass a state budget. As al-
ways, it’s a messy process
to do that.

House Bill 1, the state
budget bill for fiscal years
2020 and 2021, was re-
ferred to a House-Senate
conference committee on
April 11 after the House
refused to concur with Sen-
ate amendments to the
bill.

Speaker Bonnen named
as conferees House Appro-
priations Committee Chair
John Zerwas, R-Richmond,
and Reps. Greg Bonnen, R-
Friendswood; Sarah Davis,
R-West University Place;
Oscar Longoria, D-Mis-
sion; and Armando Walle,
D-Houston.

Senate conferees likely
will be named by Lt. Gov.
Patrick this week.

Sales tax holiday
is set

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on April 11
reminded Texans they may
purchase certain items
tax-free during the state’s
sales tax holiday for emer-
gency preparation sup-
plies. The sales tax holiday
is scheduled for April 27-
29.

“While we can’t know in
advance when the next
flood, tornado or hurricane
may strike, we can make
sure our families, homes
and businesses have the
supplies they need to face
these and other emergen-
cies,” Hegar said.

Items covered by the tax
holiday include, for exam-
ple:

- Household batteries,
fuel containers and flash-
lights priced at less than
$75;

- Hurricane shutters
and emergency ladders
priced at less than $300;
and

- Portable generators
priced at less than $3,000.

Tax revenue is distrib-
uted

Comptroller Hegar on
April 10 announced his
agency would send cities,
counties, transit systems
and special purpose taxing
districts $705.3 million in
local sales tax allocations
for April.

The amount is 8.4 per-
cent more than distribut-
ed for the month of April
2018. The allocations are
based on sales made in
February by businesses
that report tax monthly.

Senate approves limit on
property tax rate hikes

(Austin)  Local taxing entities
would have less room to raise
property taxes before they have
to ask voters for approval under
a bill passed by the Senate on
Monday.  Under current law,
school districts, cities, counties
and other special taxing entities
can raise taxes as much as eight
percent in a year before voters
can petition to hold a tax
ratification or "rollback" election.
This is too high, says Houston
Senator Paul Bettencourt.  He
said average property tax bills
have increased in the Dallas
area by 55 percent over the last
five years, 43 percent in Harris
county over that same time, and
it's like that across the state.
Bettencourt says that too many
people are being priced out of
their homes by skyrocketing tax
bills.  "Taxpayers can't take it
any more," he said. "It's a growth
curve that's by any measure two
or three times faster than their
ability to pay."  Bettencourt's bill,
SB 2, would lower the rollback
rate and implement a number of
reforms to the process.

Under SB2 the rollback rate
would fall from 8 to 3.5 percent
for counties, cities and most
other taxing entities.  For local
school property taxes, which
make up more than half of most
tax bills, the rate would decrease
to 2.5 percent.   Property values
from structures built in the last
year wouldn't count against the
cap, nor would costs related to
indigent healthcare and legal
defense.  Rather than requiring
voters to petition for enough
signatures to trigger an tax
ratification election, the question
would be placed on the
November ballot automatically if
a taxing entity exceeds the
rollback rates.   These provisions
would not immediately apply to
taxing jurisdictions with less than
$15 million in annual collections,
but would require an election in
May of 2020 asking voters in
those jurisdictions if they want to
opt in.

This rollback provision has
been controversial, but the bill
contains a number of widely
agreed-upon provisions intended
to increase transparency and
taxpayer agency in the property

tax process.  The bill would
create an online portal that would
provide a wealth of tax informa-
tion for property owners, who
could search their address to see
relevant statistics including
property value, number and
names of entities levying taxes,
and rate growth.  It would
enhance public posting
requirements for tax hearings
and would establish a dedicated
position within each county to
ensure that local taxing
jurisdictions comply with the
online portal and posting
requirements.   Some statutory
definitions would change to make
them more clear to taxpayers and
voters.  What is now known as
the effective tax rate, that rate at
which the entity would earn the
exact same amount of revenue
as in the previous year, would be
renamed to the "no-new-
revenue" tax rate.  It would also
change the term "rollback rate" to
"voter-approved rate"

The bill also includes a
number of reforms to the
appraisal appeal process,
whereby homeowners can
protest the value of their home
before an appraisal review board.
If a property owner believes that
his or her property was
overvalued, leading to a higher
property tax bill, they can
challenge the value.   This
process was frequently criticized
during interim hearings on
property tax reform, with
members of the public testifying
that the appraisal review boards
are rife with conflicts of interest,
hostile to taxpayer interests and
unresponsive to property owner
complaints.  SB 2 contains a
number of reforms to this process
including directing the state
comptroller to develop uniform
standards for appraisal
processes and would require that
all appraisal districts abide by
them.  It would prohibit protest

✯
TEXAS

SENATE NEWS
By Richard Lee

hearings from taking place at
inconvenient times.  Any
decisions by a review board
would be binding on a majority
vote, rather than a unanimous
vote as required by some
districts.  "With the attention on
many, many appraisal reforms
as well, I believe that this is a
balanced package," said
Bettencourt. "It looks at the
needs of  rural Texas, as well as
urban.  More importantly, it looks
at the needs of taxpayers all
across the state."  The bill now
heads to the House for
consideration.

Governor Abbott:
Passage of Senate Bill 2

AUSTIN – April 15, 2019 – Governor Greg Abbott today
released the following statement after the Senate passed
Senate Bill 2 to reform property taxes:

“Today the Texas Senate took action to deliver on the
promise of reining in skyrocketing property taxes. Thanks to
the leadership of Lt. Governor Patrick and Senator Betten-
court, meaningful property tax reform is one step closer to
becoming a reality. I look forward to continuing to work with
Speaker Bonnen, Chairman Burrows and the entire
legislature to provide lasting property tax relief for all
Texans.”
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Gold is a chemical
element with the symbol
Au (from Latin: aurum)
and the atomic number 79.
In its purest form, it is a
bright, slightly reddish
yellow, dense, soft,
malleable and ductile
metal. Gold is commonly
formed into bars or coin for
use in monetary exchange.
Gold is the most malleable
of all metals; a single gram
can be beaten into a sheet
of 1 square meter, and an
ounce into 300 square feet.
Gold leaf can be beaten
thin enough to become
transparent. The transmit-
ted light appears greenish
blue, because gold strongly
reflects yellow and red.
Such semi-transparent
sheets also strongly reflect
infrared light, making
them useful as infrared
(radiant heat) shields in
visors of heat-resistant
suits, and in sun-visors for
spacesuits. Gold is a good
conductor of heat and
electricity and reflects
infrared radiation strongly.

White Gold
White gold is an alloy of

gold and at least one white
metal, usually nickel,
manganese or palladium.
Like yellow gold, the purity
of white gold is given in
karats. A common white
gold formulation consists of
90 wt.% gold and 10 wt.%
nickel. Copper can be
added to increase mallea-
bility.

The strength of gold–
nickel–copper alloys is
caused by formation of two
phases, a gold-rich Au–Cu,
and a nickel-rich Ni–Cu,
and the resulting harden-
ing of the material. The
alloys used in jewelry
industry are gold–palladi-
um–silver and gold–
nickel–copper–zinc.
Palladium and nickel act
as primary bleaching
agents for gold; zinc acts as
a secondary bleaching
agent to attenuate the
color of copper.

The nickel used in some
white gold alloys can cause
an allergic reaction when
worn over long periods
(also notably on some
wrist-watch casings). This
reaction, typically a minor
skin rash, occurs in about
one out of eight people and
because of this, many
countries do not use nickel
in their white gold formu-
lations.

Diamond Jim: " How is
natural yellow gold made

into white or rose
color gold?"

Rose, red, and pink
gold

Rose gold is a gold and
copper alloy widely used
for specialized jewelry.
Rose gold, also known as
pink gold and red gold, was
popular in Russia at the
beginning of the nine-
teenth century, and was
also known as Russian gold
although this term is now
obsolete. Rose gold jewelry
is becoming more popular
in the 21st century and is
commonly used for
wedding rings, bracelets,
and other jewelry.

Although the names are
often used interchange-
ably, the difference
between red, rose, and
pink gold is the copper
content: the higher the
copper content, the
stronger the red coloration.
Pink gold uses the least
copper, followed by rose
gold, with red gold having
the highest copper content

Up to 15% zinc can be
added to copper-rich alloys
to change their color to
reddish yellow or dark
yellow.

During ancient times,
due to impurities in the
smelting process, gold
frequently turned a
reddish color. This is why
many Greco-Roman texts,
and even many texts from
the Middle Ages, describe
gold as "red".

Rose gold
Also known as "Crown

Gold".

The highest karat
version of rose gold is also
known as crown gold,
which is 22 karat. Eigh-
teen karat red gold may be
made of 25% copper and
75% gold. For 18 karat rose
gold, typically about 4%
silver is added to 75% gold
and 21% copper to give a
rose color. 14 karat red
gold is often found in the
Middle East and contains
41.67% copper.

High-end musical flutes
are very commonly made of
solid rose gold, the most
common alloy being 14K.

Diamond Jim is a
diamond dealer and
precious metals broker of
NTR Metals.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious
metals, and other questions
related to the jewelry
industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

On Monday, April 15,
Galena Park ISD third
graders joined Dallas Cow-
boys head coach, Jason
Garrett, as he kicked off
Texas Reads One Book
with his videotaped read-
ing of the first chapter of
Friendship According to
Humphrey.

Every student received
their own copy of the book
to read at home or in the
classroom. Galena Park
ISD encourages families to
pick up where Coach Gar-
rett left off, reading a chap-

Galena Park ISD
participates in Texas
Reads One Book

ter from the book each
night.

There will be daily triv-
ia questions, discussions,
and other activities in the
classroom to ensure that
reading takes center stage
in the home, school and
community throughout the
duration of the program.

The Texas Reads One
Book program’s goal is to
encourage family involve-
ment in the reading pro-
cess and boost student
engagement with books.

Galena Park ISD students participate in Texas Reads One
Book program.

Perhaps you have
heard the story about a
discovery when an elderly
woman passed away.  As
her children went
through her belongings,
they discovered special
gifts she had received
through the years, yet
had put away to use for a
special occasion.  They
found a delicate camisole
she saved for the perfect
occasion.  They found a
ring that had been given
to her yet she put it up for
special occasions.  They
found placemats and
special dishes she stored
for a special occasion, yet
she passed away with
these things never being
used.  They were sad-
dened that they had given
her gifts that were never
used.

I believe each of us are
given individual gifts to
be used to make life
better not only for
ourselves but for others
who come into contact
with us.  The gifts range
from being able to teach a
young person how to
change a tire or make a
pan of cornbread.  It could
be something such as
teaching a young person
how to fish.  There are
gifts which we have that
can held an older person
by mowing their yard or
planting flowers in their
yard.  Perhaps you have
found yourself several
states away from your
family but with the
upcoming Easter holiday,
you have a desire to cook
a large meal.  Go through
your phone book and find
a single parent family
that you could cook for
and invite to your home.

Maybe you are not
someone who has time to
commit to a mentoring
type relationship weekly,

Use Your Gifts
but do you have time once
a month?  Or as needed?
Just recently I had an
elderly community
member with a plumbing
issue and he could not
afford to hire a plumber,
but there was a man in
the neighborhood who
knew enough to help him
avoid a $700 bill.  Last
week, there was an
elderly woman in the
community who men-
tioned she has no trans-
portation to the grocery
store and needed food for
herself as well as for her
cats.  I mentioned it and
one neighbor ordered her
some cat food and had it
shipped to her home.
Another neighbor went to
the store and picked up a
few groceries that the 86
year old can safely
prepare for herself.

I ran into a man over
the weekend who shared
that he is an electrician
with his own business.
He asked me to keep his
business card in the event
that something comes up
that he can assist with.
Another man who does
construction and renova-
tions sent me his number
and offered to use his gift
to help senior citizens
who need assistance.

Sometimes it is just a
note of encouragement
being handwritten to
someone in the hospital
or in the military that
arrives just in time and
boosts the spirits of
someone.   Each of us
have a gift or two that we
can share.  We also have
an obligation to use them
so that we do not lose
them.  In the event that
you are looking for a place
to serve, reach out and I
will help you get plugged
in.

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

trafficking, improve public
education, and grow our
economy. These measures
include:

- House Bills 731 and
732, helping shut down il-
licit businesses that serve
as fronts for human traf-
ficking;

- House Bill 834, allow-
ing counties to adopt land
bank programs in order to
increase affordable hous-
ing options;

- House Bill 1095,
strengthening background
checks for massage thera-
py license applicants;

- House Bill 1283, giving
local governments addi-
tional options for contract-
ing telecom services;

- House Bill 1568, help-
ing cities remove danger-
ous abandoned vehicles;

- House Bill 1602, set-
ting school start time no
earlier than 8AM;

- House Bill 2165, pre-
venting the sale of alcohol
below the price a seller
paid for it in order to ad-
dress overconsumption;

- House Bill 2214, expe-
diting the issuance of occu-
pational licenses for
military personnel, their
spouses, and veterans;

- House Bill 2464, im-
proving oversight and re-
porting standards for
massage therapy schools;

- House Bills 2712 and
4667, creating local dis-
tricts to promote, develop
and encourage economic
development, safety and
infrastructure; and

- House Bill 3362, pro-
viding Historically Un-
derutilized Business
(HUB) opportunities for
businesses owned by dif-
ferently-abled persons.

Additionally, Represen-
tative Hernandez also
passed two bills out of the
Texas House!

- House Bill 596, unani-

mously passed out of the
Texas House, making one
of the Employee Retire-
ment System’s elected
board seats eligible to be
filled by either an active or
retired member.

- House Bill 833, estab-
lishing a statewide miss-
ing persons alert system
for missing military mem-
bers with PTSD. This pilot
program would be a volun-
tary resource that military
members may opt into in
order to assist with search
efforts when a loved one is
reported missing.

Supporting Student
Leaders

Since 1925, Future
Farmers of America (FFA)
has helped shape the next
generation of young lead-
ers through personal
growth and the develop-
ment of career skills. Rep-
resentative Hernandez
was proud to participate in
the Channelview FFA an-
nual parade!

Supporting New
Leadership

Changing power struc-
tures and breaking gender
barriers means lifting one
another up. Representa-
tive Hernandez was hon-
ored to be a guest speaker
at the Inaugural Phenom-
enal Latinas Rising
Brunch and discuss profes-
sional growth and success
in public service.

Hurricane Harvey Re-
covery Resources

 Harris County is
launching Project Recov-
ery - an opportunity for
Harris County residents
outside of Houston city
limits to begin the applica-
tion process to repair or re-
construct their
flood-damaged homes.

Interested applicants
can visit the county's web-
site or call (832) 927-4961
for more information.

Capitol Update,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000
readers in our FOUR newspapers, with a
combined circulation of 40,000 copies.
Get ACTION on your AD. Rates start at
only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position available for

Newspaper ad sales person for the
Aldine and North Channel areas.
Set your own hours. Commission
basis means you can earn more.
Bilingual helpful. Car required.

Send resume to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

✯
SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPERS ARE ON
YOUR SMART PHONE!

Follow local news on the
Internet, on your browser:

www.starcouriernews.com

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

38-12

13400 FM 2354 Rd.
Baytown, Texas 77523

Office: 281-383-3386
Cell: 713-898-7413

MARY DUNN REAL ESTATE

Mary Dunn

Fax 281-573-1030
www.marydunn.com
E-mail: mary@marydunn.com

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

ALVI

832-351-2222
281-561-7777
Fax: 832-328-3700
www.xmcomputers.com

11701 Willcrest Dr.
Houston, TX 77099

info@xmcumputers.com

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers

Repair or Replace. We also repair
broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 474291; Estate
of ANNABEL
WICKLAND  De-
ceased; In Probate
Court No. 1, of Har-
ris County, Texas,
Deceased, were is-
sued on April 5,
2019.

CHERYL ANN
MOORE

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
5223 Garth Rd.

Baytown, TX
77521

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this April 10,
2019

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate
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“Proposals for RFP 19-006 UIL Student Athletic
Insurance will be received by the Galena Park
Independent School District until Tuesday, May 7, 2019 @
2:30 PM CSDT. At that time proposals will be opened at
the GPISD Admin Bldg located at 14705 Woodforest Blvd.,
Houston, TX 77015. Additional information may be obtained
by contacting Brooke Lakner, Director of Purchasing at
832-386-1008 or on our website: http://galenaparkisd.com.
The Galena Park ISD reserves the right to reject any or all
proposals.”

Classified ADS
713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICES APPEAR IN
THE HIGHLANDS STAR

CROSBY COURIER, AND THE
NORTH CHANNEL STAR.
CALL 713-266-3444 FOR

MORE INFO.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

THE CITY OF GALENA PARK WILL RECEIVE SEALED BIDS FOR THE CITY
OF GALENA PARK SWIMMING POOL MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION.
SEALED BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED BY MAYRA GONZALES, CITY SECRETARY,
AT THE CITY OF GALENA PARK, CITY HALL, 2000 CLINTON DRIVE, GALENA
PARK, TEXAS 77547 UNTIL  12:00 P.M. ON MAY 3, 2019.  NO BID WILL BE
CONSIDERED IF RECEIVED AFTER THIS TIME.  ALL BIDS MUST BE CLEARLY
MARKED: “SEAL BID- CITY OF GALENA PARK SWIMMING POOL MAINTE-
NANCE AND OPERATION”.  THE BIDS WILL BE OPENED AND READ ALOUD
AT A SPECIAL OPEN MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL AT 2:00 P.M. AT CITY
HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 2000 CLINTON DRIVE, GALENA PARK, TEXAS,
77547 ON MAY 3, 2019.

BID SPECIFICATIONS ARE ON FILE AND MAY BE VIEWED AND OBTAINED
WITHOUT CHARGE IN THE OFFICES OF THE CITY OF GALENA PARK 2000
CLINTON DR. GALENA PARK, TX 77547.

THE CITY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND/OR ALL BIDS, TO
WAIVE ANY AND ALL TECHNICALITIES AND TO ACCEPT ANY BID OR PART
THEREOF WHICH IN THE OPINION OF THE CITY COUNCIL IS MOST ADVANTA-
GEOUS TO THE CITY.
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It’s also the 5Oth year
reunion for the class fof ‘69.
All students who attended
and/or gratuated from Fi-
delity Manor Elementary
and Fidelity Manor High
School, former faculty and
staff members are welcome
to attend. Fidelity Manor
HS was under the umbrel-
la of Galena Park ISD.  Fi-

Fidelity Manor High School Reunion
delity Manor HS closed  50
years ago  and there will
be an “All-Class” reunion to
celebrate the event as fol-
lows:
• May 17 – Sock Hop and
Social @ St Matthew Family
Life Center, 119 Fidelity St.,
77029, 8 pm - 12 midnight.
• May 18 -  Picnic at Evelyn
Churchill Community Center

( The Rec), 1508 Hunter St.,
77547, 11 am - 6 pm. (food
vendors will be on site)
• May 19 -  Worship Service @
St Matthew Baptist Church,
119 Fidelity Street, 77029, 10
am.

For questions, please
contact Johnnie Jones Bus-
by at 832-908-2037.

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION April 26 @ 6:30 p.m.
& April 27 from 6:30 a.m. - 2:00 a.m.

GP/JC Rotary holds annual
cake auction fundraiser
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MEMBERS OF THE ROTARY INTERACT CLUB pose with Rotarians Ramon Garza, and at center
Maria Cortez-Ochoa, and Dr. Angi Williams.

CAKE BAKERS, the Galena Park High School
Culinary class, pose with Ramon Garza and
Ms. Elke Santoso.

GP/JC ROTARIANS Jennifer Ledwith,
President of the Club, Dr. Eileen Brightwell,
Kim Hadaway.


