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Summer Festival
Saturday, June 1, 2019,

4:30 p.m. - 11:30 p.m. Multicul-
ture dance performances, ven-
dors, food trucks, fun for the
whole family and more. At the
Box E. Pavillion, 421 US 90,
Crosby, TX. 77532.

Fundraiser
 VFW Post 9296, 1214 Max-

ey Road, Houston, TX, 77015.
Saturday, June 1st. 1:00 p.m.

Pork Loin, Chicken & Sau-
sage, 2 sides, bread and des-
sert $10 per plate.

Chamber
Luncheon

Friday, June 7, 2019 at San
Jacinto College, 5800 Uvalde
Rd. (inside Monument Room of
the Student Center), 11:30 a.m.
Speaker: Dr. Brenda Hellyer.
Sponsors needed reserved to
blanca@ncachamber.com

Buckshot
Jamboree

Enjoy Classic Country music
every Saturday night from 6 pm
- 9 pm with The Buckshot Jam-
boree at 7414 Hartman near
Old Beaumont Highway. More
info,  call 281-458-0729 or 832-
444-5000.

Evening San
Jacinto Pilot Club

This newly chartered club
meets on on the 1st Tuesday of
each month at 7 pm at the
Woodfores t  P resbyter ian
Church.  For more information,
see the Facebook page entitled
Evening San Jacinto Pilot Club
or call 832-264-1565 / 832-
289-4762.

San Jacinto Pilot
Club meeting

The Club meets the 2nd
Thursday of each month at Am-
egy Bank on I-10, at noon.
Please visit
www.SanJacintoPilot.com.

North Shore
Seniors Dance

North Shore Seniors holds
a dance the second Thursday
of the month from 1 - 4 pm at
the Grayson/Baldree Building,
Corpus Christi street. Live bands
and refreshments. Cost is $5/
per person. For more informa-
tion call 713-455-3660.

CHANNEL
CURRENTS

San Jac Summer Classes, p. 3

By Allan Jamail

San Jacinto College –
Central Campus, Pasade-
na, Texas – Wednesday,
May 15, 2019 – Adrian
Garcia, Precinct 2 Harris

North Shore Rotary Fish Fry
sets record for people, dollars

Careers-on-Wheels
at NS Elementary

Two flood prevention plans presented
at Precinct 2 community meeting

Photo by Allan Jamail
Storm Surge Panel answering questions: L – R: Col. Len Waterworth- Texas A&M Galveston, Tony Williams Senior Director
of Planning Coastal Resources Division Texas General Land Office, Dr. Kelly Burks-Copes, US Army Corps of Engineer
Project Manager for the Coastal Texas Protection and Restoration Study, Engineer Jim Blackburn representing Rice University's
Severe Storm Prediction, Education & Evacuation from Disasters (SSPEED) Center.

Photo by Allan Jamail
Adrian Garcia, Precinct 2
Harris County Commissioner
conducted a community
meeting addressing
Hurricane storm surge and
flood protection.

Cody Bill passes

County Commissioner
sponsored a meeting to in-
form and obtain feedback
from the communities
from Galveston to Houston
on the newest studies and
proposals for Hurricane
protection.

There were two sepa-
rate plans presented, one

long term plan by the US
Army Corps of Engineers
costing from $23 to $32 bil-
lion. This plan is presently
in the Study Phase, once
the study is completed in
about 2021 Congress then
must approve the funding
for the Design Phase which
will take 4 or 5 years. The

Construction Phase could
start in about 2025 if Con-
gress approves the fund-
ing. The construction is
estimated to take 10 to 15
years with completion in
year’s 2035 to 2040.

The second plan was ex-
plained by Engineer Jim
Blackburn representing

Rice University's Severe
Storm Prediction, Educa-
tion & Evacuation from
Disasters (SSPEED) Cen-
ter, Charlie Penland, of
Walter P. Moore Engineer-
ing and Robert M. Rogers,

See Flood Prevention
Meeting, Page 6

The Cody Bill or House Bill 76 that
provides an opt in opportunity for par-
ents to have their children screened
with an EKG before participating in
competitive activities passed the Tex-
as Senate on May 20 by a vote of 20-11
after clearing the House overwhelm-
ingly.

The bill goes back to the House for
an amendment before going on to the
Governor who can sign it or do noth-
ing after 15 days and the bill become
law.  The bill probably come into effect
in 2020.

According to Scott Stephens, “We are
going to have a better system. It has
been seven years and two weeks to the
day since Cody died in my easy chair
for what we would later discover was
unnecessary. So, my wife, Melanie and
I said let’s give this thing seven years
to get passed while we show them that
screenings can be done all over the
state without excessive spending and
save some young lives.  It really is a
God thing. Right now, some 100 kids
among those that have been screened
thoughout the State of Texas have been
told they need heart surgery. Some
2,600 students have been told they
need to be aware of heart conditions

Dan Huberty R, House of Representatives
District 27 and formerly Crosby’s Representative
with State Senator Carol Alvarado, D., District
6. These two carried the bill through their
legislative bodies.

that could be a danger, now at least they have
some knowledge of there is a condition. Right
now, a Chiropractor can perform your child’s
screening, in 2020 we can offer parents a
EKG. We are the first state to offer this, I

See Cody Bill, Page 6

HEART SCREENING FOR TEXAS ATHLETES

NORTH SHORE – Cat-
fish or Crawfish? It didn’t
matter, you had a good
meal and a great time at
last Saturday’s 44th Annu-
al Rotary Fish Fry. And at
the same time, Rotary
raised a record amount to
use for community
projects.

Event chairman Ryan
Dagley, and club president
Bill Bowes, reported that
the club made about
$470,000 in ticket sales,
live and silent auctions,
and sponsorships.

Auctioneers Bill Busby
and Scott Stephens
brought record prices for
the 86 lots in the Live Auc-
tion. Auction items varied
from simple wine baskets,
to exotic such as a 1-1/2
hour helicopter tour of
Houston. Other unusual
items included overnight
stays at resorts, tickets for
several sports events, fish-
ing trips, signed sports
memorabilia, and a 6-
week-old Golden Doodle
puppy!

MORE ON PAGE 5.

Rotarians Jim Wadzinski, Ryan Dagley, Raffle winner Dr. Chris
Warford, and Rotarian Bill Palko view the new Toyota Tundra
truck that Warford won in Saturday’s drawing. About 1485
tickets were sold for the raffle for a new vehicle.

Catfish Fry or Crawfish Boil? Your Choice at the Rotary event
Saturday. Over 1000 persons attended at the Rotary Pavilion
behind the courthouse on Wallisville.

Collision on I-10 bridge flips
car, kills 4 year old child

OFFICERS at the lower edge of this aerial photo peer down
at the overturned sedan car that fell through the space
between the highway lanes on the I-10 bridge over the San
Jacinto River. The car collided with the red truck in the
photo, as they merged into the same lane, flipped and fell.
The car had 3 family members inside, and the 4 year old girl
was crushed under the overturned auto. (photo KPRC)

EAST HARRIS COUN-
TY – A tragic accident on
the I-10 bridge over the
San Jacinto River, between
Channelview and High-
lands, took the life of a 4-
year-old girl and critically
injured her father.

The accident occured
Wednesday morning,
about 7:00 am according to
authorities, when a semi
truck and a sedan collided
in a westbound lane.

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez in-
dicated the accident may
have occured when the
semi tried to merge into
the lane with the auto.
Prosecutor Sean Teare, of
the Harris County District
Attorney’s Office, said the
truck swerved when a ve-
hicle in front of the semi
made an abrupt stop. Teare
said that “this is just one
of those convergence of
events that ended in a hor-
rible tragedy. Anybody who
has driven in Houston
knows that it happens all
the time.”

Sheriff ’s Sgt. Eduardo
Rivera said the family was

on its way home after
working overnight. The fa-
ther was identified as
Jorge Alejandro Bonilla,
35, and the mother as Car-
men Madrid, 24. Both are
recent immigrants from
Honduras, and both were
wearing seatbelts. Howev-
er, the child Bridgett Bon-

illa, 4, was not restrained
in a child’s seat, he said.
Deputies and paramedics
found her crushed under
the car, and pronounced
her dead.

The truck driver stayed
at the scene, and to date no
charges have been filed in
this accident.

NORTH SHORE – Un-
der the direction of coun-
selor Carmela Garcia, the
students at North Shore
Elementary participated
in a unique Career Day
event last Monday morn-
ing. About a dozen local
businessmen and agencies
set up information exhib-
its in the parking lot of the
school, and groups of stu-
dents listened to a talk
about the unique qualities
of that career.

Careers represented in-

cluded HPD police, EMS,
Sheriff ’s deputies, County
animal rescue, newspaper,
cable installer, air condi-
tioner repair, food truck,
insurance, dentist, Consta-
ble’s senior program, and
more.

The event lasted about
two hours, and groups of
students listened to each
career expert for about 15
minutes, and then rotated
to another career.

See MORE photos on
Page 6.

The Houston Police Department career display gained the
most interest from the students, with its flashing lights, guns
and bulletproof vests, and a Humvee vehicle.
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com
SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1979 - OPEN ALL YEAR!

Maximum Tax Savings

Pct. 2 Commissioner
Garcia visits in Highlands

HARRIS COUNTY, TX
– May 14th - Commission-
er Adrian Garcia has pro-
posed to invest one million
dollars in a new Land
Trust pilot program that
could give Harris County
residents an opportunity to
own a home.

On Tuesday, Commis-
sioner Garcia requested
the court discuss and ap-
prove the establishment of
a Land Trust Program for
Unincorporated Harris
County.  Under the current
proposal, the program
would operate as a Com-
munity Land Trust (CLT)
nonprofit owned by the
county and will have the
ability to acquire land, in-
cluding accepting land cur-
rently owned by the county.
The acquired land will be
used to develop affordable
housing, which will be
made available to low- and
moderate-income families
at below-market rates. The
County will continue to
own the land and lease it
to the homeowner.  In ex-
change for purchasing a

Comm. Garcia proposes
1 million dollars for county-
wide land trust program

CLT home at an affordable
price, buyers agree to re-
sell at a price that is af-
fordable for future
low-income owners. A like-
ly scenario would include
a 99-year lease that may
be renewed and inherited.

 “My Precinct has the
highest percentage of rent-
ers among all 4 precincts.
Most residents rent be-
cause they cannot afford to
own and I want to change
this. This type of program

Commissioner Adrian
Garcia

makes homeownership ac-
cessible to those who may
not be able to do it other-
wise,” said Commissioner
Garcia.

 “One of the most signif-
icant driving factors of
gentrification in Harris
County is the cost of land.
By offering the opportuni-
ty to own and pay taxes on
only the improvements
and providing the land for
a low-priced lease, Harris
County will be providing
an opportunity for housing
that will remain affordable
in perpetuity,” said Com-
missioner Garcia

Commissioners Court
authorized Harris County
Engineering, the Commu-
nity Services Department,
and the County Attorney
to establish the land trust,
and create policies and
procedures to determine
how it will work.  Harris
County would be setting
aside one million dollars
for the program with each
Precinct receiving
$250,000.

Pct. 2  holds environment
meeting in Crosby

CROSBY – Last Saturday at the
Crosby Community Center Harris
County Precinct 2 Commissioner
Adrian Garcia hosted a Community
Meeting on the Environment. It was
sparsely attended by local residents.

During the meeting Veterans em-
phasized their desire for park land
to place a monument to veterans that
have sacrificed for the cause of free-
dom. The meetings are a chance to
get to know the new Precinct 2.

 The next local meeting is to be on
Monday, June 3 from 6:30 until 7:30
p.m. at the San Jacinto Community
Center 604 Highlands Woods Drive
in Highlands. The topic will be flood-
ing.

An Environmental Engineer talked
with residents concerning advice for
those that may have been effected by
releases and environmental disasters.

PCT. 2 COMMISSIONER ADRIAN GARCIA was the guest of local Highlands
businessman Jack Adcox and wife Irene at their home on Grace Lane.
Several dozen guests were treated to a steak dinner, and then Garcia
gave a review of his accomplishments since taking office, and his goals for
the rest of his term. Key issues were flooding, hurricane protection,
environmental air and water quality.
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Channelview ISD recently honored
May  Students of the Month by
hosting a recognition luncheon at
Ray Maddry Stadium.  The Students
of the Month include, top row,
from left: Carlos Aviles Campos
(Kolarik Ninth Grade Center),
Ashley Durbin (Channelview High
School),Arleene Estrada (McMullan
E lementary) ,  Jasmine  Sor to
Martines (Joe Frank Campbell
Learning Center), Antonio Segura
(Alice Johnson Junior High).  Front
Row: Ethan Tierrablanca (Crenshaw
E l e m e n t a r y ) ,  X a v i  S a u c e d a
(Schochler  E lementary Apr i l
Student), Devan Matias (Barrett-
Lee Early Childhood Center), Jenny
Lee (Schochler Elementary), Nicole
Gomez (Hamblen Elementary),
M i c h a e l  R o d r i g u e z  ( C o b b
Elementary) ,  Oscar  Quintos
(DeZavala Elementary).   Not
P i c tu red :  Be rke ley  Redmon
(Anthony Aguirre Junior High).

Second-grade students
at Harvey Brown Elemen-
tary accepted a reading
challenge for the 2018-
2019 school year.  In an ef-
fort to motivate students
and boost reading skills
throughout the grade lev-
el, East Houston Empow-
erment Council and
Changing Young Chil-
dren’s Lives through Edu-
cation (CYCLE), joined
forces to reward Channel-
view ISD students with
bikes and helmets for
reaching their literacy
goals.

 The CYCLE program
was designed to ensure
success for all participat-
ing students.  Stakeholders
joined forces as teachers,
parents, and students col-
laborated to create person-
al goals.  At the conclusion
of the goal-setting process,
students signed a contract,
making a commitment to
work hard to achieve their
goals. “The Channelview
Independent School Dis-
trict believes in the power

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

Printing, Copying,
Graphics, Mailing
Call to discuss your project and get a quote.

713-977-2555

281-452-6355
WWW.ALAMOROOFING.COM

Channelview ISD May Students of the Month

Channelview ISD students receive a
special award for meeting goal

A total of 115 bicycles were awarded to second-grade
students at Harvey Brown Elementary School.

of teamwork and collabora-
tion,” said Superintendent
Greg Ollis.  “When parents,
community, and schools
come together to celebrate
academic success, students
always win!”

The Harvey Brown Ele-
mentary School Library
was filled with bicycles do-
nated by Changing Young
Children’s Lives through

Education (CYCLE).
CYCLE motivates thou-

sands of children at Title
One schools in the Great-
er Houston area to im-
prove their literacy skills
and achieve in the class-
room. To date, the organi-
zation has awarded over
150,000 bikes to deserving
students.

www.northchannelvacuum.net

Galena Park ISD
(GPISD) Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. Angi Williams,
hosted a luncheon for the
members of the Superinten-
dent’s Student Advisory
Board (SAB). This yearly
luncheon is a small appre-
ciation for the service these
young men and women pro-
vide to the district.

Throughout the school
year, 25 high school stu-
dents gather at the Admin-
istration Building to bring
their unique perspective on
issues related to student

Galena Park ISD- Dr. Angi Williams host Luncheon
for Superintendent's Student Advisory Board

performance, safety and se-
curity, and dropout preven-
tion; in addition to providing
feedback, the board’s mem-
bers perform community
service projects, create an
education portfolio and com-
plete an annual book study.
The members of SAB have
demonstrated hard work,
initiative and an admirable
commitment to making Ga-
lena Park ISD the best it can
be, and they are setting an
outstanding example for
their peers. Their insight is
invaluable in providing our
students with the best edu-
cation possible.

We would also like to con-
gratulate our two Student
Advisory Board scholarship
winners, Iman Davis from
North Shore Senior High
School and Jasmine Mon-
temayor from Galena Park
High School.

Galena Park ISD and Dr.
Williams would like to
thank the Student Advisory
Board for their leadership
and service this year.

Advisory Board scholarship winners, Iman Davis, right and Jasmine
Montemayor, left.
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SENATE NEWS
By Richard Lee

MEMORIAL DAY 2019

AUSTIN — As the Tex-
as Legislature entered the
final week of its 140-day
86th regular session, Tex-
ans continued to wait for
lawmakers to wrap up pri-
ority issues: the 2020-2021
state budget, property tax
reform and school finance
reform.

Of the more than 7,000
bills Senate and House
members have filed pro-
posing to create, amend or
repeal a law, only 56 had
passed and been forward-
ed to the governor's desk
for final approval as of
Sunday, May 19. This is a
low number of bills to have
survived the threshing
floors at both ends of the
Capitol at this point in the
session. Lawmakers with
bones to pick with each
other have used and may
continue to use parliamen-
tary maneuvers to speed or
slow the movement of bills
between now and May 27,
the last day of the session.

Meanwhile, last week,
the House and Senate
passed and forwarded to
the governor the following
bills:

—HB 253 by Rep. Jessi-
ca Farrar, D-Houston, pro-
vides for development and
implementation of a five-
year strategic plan to im-
prove  access  support
services for postpartum
depression.

—HB 621 by Rep. Vic-
toria Neave, D-Dallas, pro-
hibits an employer from
taking any adverse em-
ployment action against a
child-care or education
professional who reports
possible child abuse or ne-
glect.

—HB 869 by Rep. Cole
Hefner, R-Mount Pleasant,
provides for the prosecu-
tion of the interception,
use or disclosure of certain
communications, notably
credit card skimming, as
organized crime.

—HB 1218 by  Rep.
Stephanie Klick, R-Fort
Worth, requires the exec-
utive commissioner of the
Health and Human Servic-
es Commission to establish
a schedule for the distribu-
tion of Supplemental Nu-
t r i t i o n  A s s i s t a n c e
Program, better known as
"SNAP” benefits, that en-
sures the even distribution
of the benefits each month
over a 28-day period.

—HB 1631 by  Rep.
Jonathan Stickland, R-
Bedford, prohibits a local
authority from implement-
ing or operating a red light

(Austin) Voters could
enshrine a ban on a
personal income tax in
the state constitution
under a measure ap-
proved by the Senate late
Monday.  Texas' lack of
an income tax is one of
the major drivers of the
state's economic success,
said bill sponsor and
Prosper Senator Pat
Fallon.  "Every day more
people move to Texas
seeking an opportunity to
make their lives better for
themselves and their
families," he said.  "A big
part of that is they know
that a larger portion of
what they earn will be
kept in their pockets and
not go to the government
because Texas has a
climate that is business-
friendly, low-tax, high-
prosperity and we have
reasonable regulation."
Many Texans, said
Fallon, are under the
mistaken impression that
the state constitution
explicitly prohibits a
personal income tax, but
it's more complicated
than that.  At issue is the
"Bullock Amendment,"
named for the late Lt.
Governor Bob Bullock,
who pushed for the
amendment in the early
90s. It requires that any
personal income tax
proposal be first approved
by a majority of Texas
voters.  While that's not
likely, as Fallon cited
recent polling showing
that more than 70 percent
of Texans oppose an
income tax, there is a way
it could still become law.
Any statute can pass the
Legislature with a simple
majority, meaning that 51
percent of lawmakers
could hypothetically put
the question of creating
an income tax before
voters.  It takes a 2/3s
majority of the Legisla-
ture to place a constitu-
tional amendment on the
ballot, however, so any
future bills that seek to
repeal this proposed
income tax ban would
require a the support of a
supermajority of lawmak-
ers in both houses.

One issue raised
by those opposed to the
legislation is the unin-
tended impact it could
have on the business
franchise tax.  The
resolution would place
this exact language in the
constitution: "The
legislature may not
impose a tax on the net
incomes of individuals,
including an individual's
share of partnership and
unincorporated associa-
tion income."  A possible
issue arises due to the use
of the term "individual" in
place of "natural person"
as exists in the Bullock
Amendment today.

Senate approves
constitutional prohibition
on income tax

According to the fiscal
impact statement by the
Legislative Budget Board,
the term could open the
door to legal challenges of
the franchise tax.  "The
term 'individuals' is not
defined and could be
interpreted to include
entities that are currently
subject to the state's
franchise tax," it reads.

There are places in
state law where the
definition of "person"
includes a corporation or
other business interest.
Subject to a lawsuit, if a
court rules that "individu-
al" means "person", and
affirms that  "person"
applies to corporations,
then it could theoretically
strike down all or part of
the levy.  The Comptrol-
ler's biennial revenue
estimate projects that tax
will bring in more than $6
billion in revenue over
the next two years, so a
court ruling exempting
some, or all, businesses
from the franchise tax
could introduce a signifi-
cant deficit into the
budget.

In response, Fallon
emphasized that his
proposal could only apply
to personal income taxes.
"The legislative intent of
HJR 38 is that an
individual is just like
what it sounds: a single
human being," he said.
"There's no case law we
can find where an
individual is described by
anything other than a
single human being."
More than that, he said,
the amendment couldn't
apply to the franchise tax.
"The margins tax is not
an income tax, the
margins tax is a tax on
gross margins," said
Fallon.  "So even if this
didn't say 'individual' and
said something else, it's
still not the same thing."

Regardless of
potential court rulings,
other members worried
that the amendment
could be tying the hands
of future legislatures.
Brownsville Senator
Eddie Lucio said that
while he personally
opposes an income tax,
future lawmakers may
see a need.  "If they're
going to vote to not have a
state income tax in the
future, they're shutting
down an option for other
legislatures," he said. "I'm
not for shutting down
options."  Lucio said he
preferred an interim
study on the issue, so
voters know the exact
impact of what could
effectively be an irrevers-
ible ban on a state income
tax might be.  Ultimately,
the measure passed the
Senate with the 2/3s
approval necessary to be
placed on the November
ballot.

Much remains on table as
Legislature begins final week

traffic signal enforcement
system, but a local author-
ity may continue to oper-
ate a system under the
terms of a contract until
the contract expires. The
law allowing cities to in-
stall and operate red light
enforcement systems be-
came law in 2007.

—SB 442 by Sen. Kelly
Hancock, R-North Rich-
land Hills, requires that
insurance companies warn
residential and commer-
cial property policyholders
if their policy does not cov-
er flood damage so they
may better prepare for fu-
ture natural disasters.

—SB 649 by Sen. Zaf-
firini, D-Laredo, seeks to
reduce the volume of waste
deposited in landfills by
requiring the creation of a
plan to stimulate the use
of recyclable materials as
feedstock in processing
and manufacturing.

—SB 962 by Sen. Rob-
ert Nichols, R-Jackson-
ville, extends provisions in
current law through 2034
requiring that the state’s
economic stabilization
fund maintain a sufficient
minimum balance before
constitutionally approved
transfers to the state high-
way fund may be executed.

Jobless rate drops
again

Texas’ seasonally ad-
justed unemployment rate
decreased another tenth of
a point to 3.7 percent for
the month of April, the
Texas Workforce Commis-
sion reported May 17.

Growth in the Texas
economy continued in

April, with 28,900 season-
ally adjusted non-farm po-
sitions added over the
month.  April  was the
108th consecutive month
of annual growth for total
non-farm employment.

“Our state’s ongoing
success is linked to the in-
novation and competitive-
ness of employers in a
range of industries provid-
ing Texans more opportu-
nities to demonstrate their
world-class skills,” said
TWC Chair and Commis-
sioner Representing Em-
ployers Ruth R. Hughs. “In
fact, Chief Executive Mag-
azine has named Texas the
Best State for Business for
the 15th year in a row.”

According to the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics,
the Midland Metropolitan
Statistical Area recorded
April’s lowest unemploy-
ment rate among Texas
MSAs with a non-season-
ally adjusted rate of 1.7
percent, followed by the
Odessa MSA at 2.0 per-
cent. The Amarillo MSA
recorded the third-lowest
rate: 2.1 percent.

Sales tax holidays are
set

T e x a s  C o m p t r o l l e r
Glenn Hegar on May 15
announced state sales tax
holidays would be conduct-
ed across the Lone Star
State May 25-27.

According to comptrol-
ler's office, shoppers will
save about more than $12
million in state and local
sales tax during the Memo-
rial Day weekend sales tax
holidays.

Products displaying a
“WaterSense” label or logo
may be purchased tax-free
for personal or business
use. These include shower
heads, bathroom sink fau-
cets and accessories, toi-
lets, urinals and landscape
irrigation controls.

Certain products dis-
playing the “ENERGY
STAR” logo can be pur-
chased tax-free, including
air conditioners priced at
$6,000 or less, refrigera-
tors priced at $2,000 or
less, ceiling fans, fluores-
cent light bulbs, dishwash-
ers, dehumidifiers and
clothes washers.

Social
Security
Matters
by AMAC Cert i f ied Socia l
S e c u r i t y
A d v i s o r
Russell Gloor
Association of
M a t u r e
A m e r i c a n
Citizens

Ask Rusty – What
Social Security
Benefit Will My
Wife Get If I Die?

Dear Rusty: I am 69 and
have been holding off on
collecting my Social Security
payment until I’m 70 on the
assumption that my wife
would collect my benefit if I
died first. My thought was that
she would collect the monthly
benefit I will earn at age 70 in
the event of my death. Now a
Social Security employee is
telling me she would only be
entitled to what my benefit
would have been at age 66
(my full retirement age). That
is about an $800 drop in
monthly benefits from what I
thought it would be. My wife is
a year younger than me,
much healthier than I am, has
mostly worked part time and
she started collecting her SS
at age 62 and gets about
$700 a month. So, is the
Social Security employee
correct? Signed: Concerned
Husband

Dear Concerned: The
Social Security employee you
spoke with might have
misunderstood your question.
It sounds like the answer you
were given pertained to the
benefit your wife is entitled to
as your spouse while you are
living, which is based upon
your “primary insurance
amount,” or “PIA” (your PIA is
the amount you were due at
your full retirement age, or
“FRA”).

When you claim your
increased benefit at age 70
your wife can apply for her
spousal benefit, which will be
based on your FRA benefit
amount (not the increased
amount you’ll get by waiting
until age 70 to claim). She
gets that spousal benefit if it
is more than she is receiving
on her own work record,
which from what you’ve told
me it will be. What actually
happens is that she will
continue to get her own
benefit and she will also get a
supplemental amount to
make her total Social Security
benefit equal to what she is
entitled to as your spouse.
That amount will be a bit less
than half of your FRA benefit
because she took her own
benefit at age 62 (claiming
Social Security early doesn’t
only affect one’s own benefit,
it affects their spousal benefit
also). The spousal benefit
your wife gets when you claim
at age 70 will continue for as
long as you are living.

But the Social Security
benefit rules are different for
your wife as your widow and
your survivor. If you prede-
cease your wife, her spousal
benefit from your work record,
as described above, will
discontinue and she will be
switched to her survivor’s
benefit. That survivor’s
benefit will be 100% of the
benefit amount you were
receiving at your death,
instead of the lower amount
she was receiving as your
spouse when you were living.
So, your original assumption
is correct – as your widow
your wife will get 100% of the
increased benefit you were
receiving when you pass. The
Social Security employee was
incorrect by telling you that, if
you pass, your wife will only
get what you were due at your
full retirement age; instead
she’ll get the full amount of
your current Social Security
benefit (your full age 70
benefit, plus any COLA
adjustments made after your
claim).



Page 5THURSDAY, MAY 23, 2019 NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but wisdom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

God is our refuge
and strengh, a

very present help
in trouble

Psalm: 46:1

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

FAITH
can move

MOUNTAINS
Matthew 17:20

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

CALL 713-266-3444 FOR A QUOTE TO
REACH MORE THAN 7,000

READERS WEEKLY

Heal me, LORD,
and I will be healed;

save me & I will be saved,
for you are the one I praise

--Jeremiah 17:14

Moore receives James
Becker Thompson award

Kendricka (Kiki) Moore,
special education teacher
and department head at
Goose Creek Memorial
High School, has been se-
lected as the James Beck-
er Thomson Special
Education Teacher of the
Year for 2018-2019.  The
44th recipient, Moore joins
the group of excellent
teachers chosen for the
award, established by Dr.
Richard Thomson, a re-
tired ophthalmologist, to
honor his late brother
James, who benefited from
special education services.

Moore received her as-
sociate degree in Criminal
Justice from Colorado Tech
while working as a para-
professional at Ross S.
Sterling High School for
the Therapeutic Behavior
Center. As a result of her

Kendricka (Kiki) Moore,
special education
teacher from Goose
Creek Memorial High
School, is the 44th
recipient of the James
Becker Thomson Special
Education Teacher of the
Year Award.

work with students, she
decided to get her bache-
lor’s degree in Criminal
Justice as well as her spe-
cial education certification.
In December 2018, she re-
ceived her master’s degree
from Lamar University.

Besides her work as a
behavior support teacher
for the past four years,
Moore coaches freshman
girls basketball and track.

“I like that my job re-
quires me to build a rap-
port with my students, and
it gives me a chance to
know a little about their
background, so that when
they’re upset it allows me
to calm them down and get
them back on track to con-
tinue their education in
the school setting,” Moore
said.

North Shore Rotary at their 44th Annual Famous Fish Fry and Crawfish
Boil on May 18  Fundraiser had some of their scholarship receipients show
up to bolster moral for the Live Auction on Saturday at the Rotary Pavilion
near the Jim Fonteno Courthouse on  Wallisville Rd. Major Sponsors were
Community Toyota, and Ryan and Isis Dagley.

Scott Stephens and his wife, Melodie, are Major Donors Level 1 this year
for North Shore Rotary, above he is serving as master of ceremonies for
the 44th Annual Famous Fish Fry and Crawfish Boil at the North Shore
Pavilion behind the Jim Fonteno Courthouse and introducing two other
folks from Crosby, Bill Busby, the auctioneer and the very talented Madison
Boaz who sang the National Anthem.

Scenes from the 44th Annual North Shore
Rotary Catfish Fry and Crawfish Boil
Saturday, May 18, 2019 North Shore Rotary Pavilion

President-Elect and Fish Fry chairman Ryan
Dagley, and Sean Silman, pull the winning
raffle ticket from the 1450 stubs in the
drum.

Winner of the Toyota Tundra pickup truck was Dr.
Chris Warford from Baytown. At left, Rotarians Jim
Wadzinski, Ryan Dagley, Dr. Warford, and Bill Palko.

A huge crowd attended the Fish Fry, and Live
and Silent Auctions. The Rotary Club raised
almost $470,000 to be used for community
projects.
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ASK THE EXPERT

ASK DIAMOND JIM

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers

Repair or Replace. We also repair broken
springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

Another week and
another shooting death
that could have been
avoided.  On Wednesday,
we awoke to the tragic
news that a group of
teenagers and young
adults were shooting at a
local house.  The home-
owner, doing what many
would do, walked outside
and then in efforts to
protect his family and
home, opened up and
fired a round of bullets.
The result was a young
man was killed.

Earlier in the week a
Harris County Sheriff
Deputy was riding home
and he was stopped by a
distraught woman.  She
started telling him about
her son who was in the
house causing problems.
About that time, the
young man yelled out for
the deputy to leave.  As
the deputy was trying to
explain that he was
trying to help, it is
alleged that the young
man fired a shot at the
officer.

When a community
member reached out for
assistance for her son,
many people offered to
assist.  One person
offered to take care of the
financial needs and yet, 3
weeks later, on the day
the money was needed,
funds had not been paid.
By the grace of God, a
local business owner
stepped up and took care
of the financial need.  A
lady in the community
with financial burdens on
top of being legally blind
reached out for assis-
tance.  Unfortunately, the
property management
underquoted the amount
due and before communi-
ty resources could be
located, the lady faced an
eviction notice.

Hurricane Harvey
brought about many

The Shirley Temple Blue
Diamond Is Back

(Courtesy of National
Jeweler)

New York—The
Shirley Temple Blue
Diamond failed to sell at
auction in 2016, but now
it’s found a new life.

The actress’ father
purchased the cushion-
modified brilliant-cut
fancy deep blue diamond,
weighing 9.54 carats with
VVS2 clarity, in 1940 to
commemorate the 12-
year-old’s latest film,
“The Blue Bird.”

She owned the ring
until her death in 2014.
Her family put the
diamond up for sale at
Sotheby’s April 2016
jewelry auction in New
York, where it was
predicted to garner
between $25 and $35
million, though it didn’t
find a buyer.

That’s when Windsor
Jewelers stepped in. The
antiques dealer bought
the stone from Temple’s
family but decided to
make an improvement
before putting it back on
the market.

“We showed it to some
of the best cutters in the
world and said there’s a
potentiality for it to go
internally flawless,”
explained Windsor
Jewelers President Paul
Lubetsky.

Cutting the stone, and

Open Lines of
Communication

issues which residents
are still dealing with even
today.  Almost weekly
someone mentions that in
spite of all of the adver-
tisements, they fell
through the cracks and
are no better off today
than they were immedi-
ately after the hurricane.

Many community
members cannot afford
reliable transportation.
There are often questions
about why there is no
public transportation in
our area.  There are still a
few residents in the area
who remember that in the
early 70’s when HouTran
(predecessor of Metro)
held an open forum and
surveyed those in atten-
dance and the result was
that most people did not
feel there was a need for
public transportation.  By
the late 90’s the commu-
nity had grown as well as
the need.  Yet now in
2019, the routes have not
been expanded.  Let me
mention they cannot be
expanded without
hearings, a vote and a
sales tax increase.  And
unfortunately while there
is a need, there have not
been enough residents
put their need into
writing with authorities
to start the process.

What is the answer?
Unless we take time to
get involved and open the
line of communication, we
will continue to have
needs and continue to see
situations that appear
hopeless.  I encourage
every reader over the age
of 18, to register to vote.
Then take the time to put
it in writing to each
elected leader who
represents you as to the
needs you have.  At the
same time, offer to
volunteer to improve the
community.  PLEASE do
your part in opening the
lines of communication.

Diamond Jim: "What is the
‘Shirley Temple’

diamond?”

slightly lowering the
carat weight in the
process, was not a
decision taken lightly.

“Polishing such an
important diamond
involves an immense
amount of challenges and
risk,” Windsor Jewelers’
Principal Avi Fattal said.
“The stone was thorough-
ly studied by the cutter
and a team of gemologists
for weeks before deciding
to put this very rare
diamond on the wheel.

“The color of a blue
diamond, and in some
cases, quality, can be
drastically changed even
with the slightest move-
ment. We ultimately
decided to go ahead and
re-polish the stone to try
to improve the clarity.”

What Fattal described
as many “nerve-wracking
months” of polishing that
involved several visits
and consultations with
the Gemological Institute
of America resulted in not
only an internally
flawless stone—now
weighing 9.3 carats—but
also a richer blue color.

Diamond Jim is a
diamond dealer and
precious metals broker of
NTR Metals.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious
metals, and other ques-
tions related to the jewelry
industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com. of Rogers Partners.

Blackburn said  their
plan named the Galveston
Bay Park Plan is different
from the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers plan to build
71 miles of barriers along
the Texas coast and in-
stead their proposal is for
a 25-foot-high wall run-
ning across Galveston Bay
and barrier islands. He
said construction could
start almost immediately
and completed by year
2027 with a total cost of $3
to $5 billion.

Blackburn wants to use
the current dredging spoils
from deepening and widen-
ing the Houston Ship
Channel to build-up land
barriers islands along the
storm surge routes to less-
en flooding inland from
Galveston to Houston.

Commissioner Garcia,
whose county precinct in-
cludes many of the commu-
nities along Galveston Bay
and the ship channel said,
“Hurricane protection is
one of my top priorities
that’s why in the beginning
of my first term I’m mov-

Flood Prevention
Meeting,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing forward to get some
progress started. For years
we’ve heard so many times
how something should be
done, but we never see any
progress, it’s now time we
must begin making
progress before we’re hit
again without any protec-
tion.”

Garcia expressed his
excitement on the
Galveston Bay Park Plan
because of how quickly it
could be built. He hoped
the New Orleans’ levees
and gates could be a mod-
el for the Houston-
Galveston Region.

The Storm Surge Panel
answered questions from
the 200 plus standing room
only attendees in the col-
lege’s music hall.

Recovery costs for Hur-
ricane Ike in 2008 was $38
billion and in 2017 Hurri-
cane Harvey that didn’t hit
Houston directly had a re-
covery cost is $125 billion
because of the 4 feet of rain
that fell over a few days
and flooded the city with
places reporting 12 to 15
feet deep.

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar

started getting calls from
California, Florida and
Massachuttsis almost im-
mediately to ask how we
got it passed. Since the bill
passsed the Senate, I have
heard from schools as
small as Gilmer to Dallas
ISD (that has 22 high
schools and 32 middle
schools to ask how to set up
for first year. The Cody
Stephens Go Big or Go
Home Foundation has
been doing first year
screenings for free but at
most it is to cost parents

Cody Bill passes,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

that opt in about $10 to
have their child screened.
The main thing is, I want
to thank Dan Huberty and
Senator Carol Alvarado for
their help in getting this
bill passed.”

There is still need to
continue first time ath-
letes, band members, UIL
competitors for screening
with EKG, according to
Stephens, the fundraiser
for The Cody Stephens Go
Big or Go Home Founda-
tion will be in August.

Career Day,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Young scholars learning about journalism and the newspaper
career.

Two very popular career exhibits were the ROCO food truck,
and the Rodeo Dental exhibit.

These older students wanted to hear details about
journalism, and its use in newspapers and TV news.
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000
readers in our FOUR newspapers, with a
combined circulation of 40,000 copies.
Get ACTION on your AD. Rates start at
only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

HELP WANTED

TXCDL
FOR 500 MILE RADI-
US. OF HOUSTON.
O V E R S I Z E D
FREIGHT GREAT
PAY. CALL 281-843-
2626 HIGHLANDS,
TX          19-4

RENT/LEASE

COMMERCIAL
SPACE FOR RENT
ON MAIN ST HIGH-
LANDS, TX. CALL
281-843-2626.        19-4

ROOMS
FOR TRANSIT OR
RETIRED PER-
SONS. ALL BILLS
PAID ,FURNISHED
CALL 281-843-2626
$550. MTH.                19-4

Classified ADS
713-266-3444

Notice for Private Non-Profit Schools with students who reside in the Galena Park ISD
attendance area.

Please be advised that Galena Park ISD will hold a meeting for administrators of all Private
Non-Profit Schools that have students who reside in the Galena Park ISD attendance area.
Information on program planning, availability, and eligibility criteria of Federal funds and
services (Title I, II, III, and Special Education programs) will be held on Monday, June 3,
2019, at 1:00 pm at the Administration Building – Room Q-109 located at 14705 Woodforest
Boulevard.  For additional information about this meeting, please contact Amy Cole at
832-386-1028 or acole@galenaparkisd.com.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

The Chambers County Mosquito Control Department will begin preparing for its aerial and
ground insecticide applications for the control of mosquitoes.  Individuals who suffer with
allergies or other interested parties with questions regarding operating procedures, or the
chemicals used, are to contact:  Lawrence Lewis, Mosquito Control Director, 409-267-2720,
409-267-3265 (fax) or by e-mail to llewis@chamberstx.gov.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position available for
Newspaper ad sales person for
the Aldine and North Channel

areas. Set your own hours.
Commission basis means you

can earn more. Bilingual
helpful. Car required. Send

resume to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
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On the Benefits of Pre-Planning your
Cemetery Spaces & Funerals or Cremations

JUNE 6, 2019 AT
EL CHINAMPA MEXICAN RESTAURANT

6:30 PM TO 8:30 PM
(EXIT MAGNOLIA EXIT OFF HWY 10)

MUST  R.S.V.P.  TO:
281-426-3555

NO ONE UNER THE AGE OF 21 MAY ATTEND

During the May Board
of Trustees meeting, Gale-
na Park ISD (GPISD) rec-
ognized Elena Rodriguez
for being an exceptional
volunteer at Cloverleaf El-
ementary School.

Mrs. Rodriguez has
served as a volunteer at
Cloverleaf Elementary for
11 years and currently has
one child enrolled in
GPISD. Although her child
is now in middle school,
she continues to demon-
strates her dedication to
Cloverleaf Elementary and
its community. This year, she has completed over 360 volunteer hours on tasks such
as laminating, cutting, decorating bulletin boards, cooking for countless events and
assisting the school counselor with various tasks.

“Mrs. Rodriguez serves humbly without expecting anything in return and always
has a positive attitude and smile,” Ms. Garcia, Cloverleaf Elementary counselor, said.

Mrs. Rodriguez’s time and efforts in support of Cloverleaf Elementary School are
very much appreciated and valued.

Galena Park ISD Board of Trustee recognize
Cloverleaf Elementary parent volunteer

At the May Board of
Trustees meeting, Galena
Park ISD Recognized the
North Shore Senior High
School Criminal Justice
students for their out-
standing performance at
the Texas Public Service
Association (TPSA) Crim-
inal Justice State contest.

The TPSA Criminal
Justice State contest al-
lows students to experi-
ence real world simulated
scenarios which focus on
public serves areas of law
enforcement, forensic sci-
ence, security, corrections

Galena Park ISD Board of Trustees
Recognize North Shore Senior High
Criminal Justice Students

and court systems. The
students competed against
hundreds of  students
throughout the state. They
placed in the following cat-
egories:

1st place in 911 taker:
Mikenzie Benaim

2nd place in disturbance
call: Ronquira Jones and
Deyma Rosales

2nd place in felony traf-
fic stop: Esperanza Sauce-
d a ,  M a r i a  R i o s ,
Os’Shanique Thompson
and Jesus Castaneda

2nd place in inmate pro-

cessing: Ronquira Jones
3rd place in misdemean-

or traffic stop: Jessenia
Hernandez

A special congratula-
tions to Mikenzie Benaim
who has been named State
Vice President and Britney
Tovar who has been select-
ed as the State Treasure.

Congratulations to Mr.
Kenneth Fisher, lead crim-
inal justice teacher; Mr.
Charlie McCullum, crimi-
nal justice teacher co-spon-
sor and the criminal justice
students.


