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San Jac Fall Classes, p. 8

Harris County
Clerk’s Office to
open in North
Shore Sept. 18

The Harris County Clerk, Di-
ane Trautman, will open a per-
manent office in the Court-
house Annex on Wallisville,
starting Sept. 18 with a ribbon
cutting at 2pm.

The convenience of a North
Shore office has long been
sought by residents, who need
services such as marriage licens-
es, birth and death certificates,
and  o the r  rea l  p roper t y
records.

Jacinto City Night
Market set for
Saturday, Sept. 14

September 14  from 5pm to
9pm at the TownCenter on
Challenger Drive.

Visitors can expect many
vendors showing crafts, jewel-
ry, baked goods, artwork, li-
brary books, perfume, candles,
and much more.

In addition, there will be
music by a guitarist, and a first
class food truck with many spe-
cial items.

Jacinto City Night Market is
held every second Saturday of
the month.

Blood Drive
In honor of Aiden Hereida,

Sunday, Septermber 15, 11 am
- 3 pm at 10701 Wiggins St.,
Houston, TX 77029. Questions?
Please call Kay Howard, 713-
672-2802
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Channelview Thank You, p. 8

By Allan Jamail

Galena Park ISD Stadi-
um – August 29, 2019 be-
fore a sell-out crowd the
Katy Tigers (Westside
Boys) beat the North Shore
defending state champion
Mustangs (Eastside Boys)
24 – 21 in a 6A Region III
District non-conference
game.

The key to Katy’s win
came from an out of state
player who recently trans-
ferred to the Katy ISD. The
Tigers didn’t have senior
Ron Hoff on the team last
year but he moved here
from Dutch Fork, South
Caroline to play his senior
year here. He was told the
Mustangs are the team to

GALENA PARK YELLOW JACKETS
STING PASADENA EAGLES 49 – 6
By Allan Jamail

By Allan Jamail

The Galena Park Inde-
pendent School District
(GPISD) announced for the
2019/2020 school year
David Pierson to head the
9th grade Freshman Class.

Principal Pierson is no
newcomer to GPISD; he
began his career 31 years
ago. He began as an ele-
mentary fifth grade teach-
er at Jacinto City
Elementary. From there,
Mr. Pierson taught math at
W.C. Cunningham Middle
School and took on a new
challenge by coaching bas-
ketball, football, and track.
He became the head coach
at Cunningham where
they won numerous dis-
trict championships.

After 10 years at Cun-
ningham, he moved on to
teach and coach at North
Shore High School. Mr.
Pierson continued serving
North Shore High School
by becoming an assistant
principal for four years and
then associate principal for
three years at the Ninth
Grade Center.

CHANNELVIEW - JA-
CINTO CITY, TX – August
28, 2019 – Commissioner
Adrian Garcia is proud to
announce that construction
will begin on a new
BetterStreets2Neighborhoods
(BS2N) project in the Chan-
nelview and Jacinto City
areas in September. BS2N
is a Precinct 2 program ded-
icated to preserving asphalt
roadways by conducting
base repairs, asphalt milling
and overlay, as well as road-
way button and striping re-
placement.

This $1.8 million project
will repair nearly 5 miles of
roadway, including Lane

David Pierson named
GPISD Principal of North
Shore Freshman Class

Pierson had the honor of
going back to his roots of
elementary and became
principal of Normandy
Crossing Elementary
(NCE) in 2011. There he
created a culture of high
expectations and celebrat-
ing students during his
three years at NCE. His
success was so grand that
he was given another chal-
lenge - to return to Cun-
ningham Middle School as
the Principal in 2014. In
2017 he was the Secondary
Principal of the year.

“Cunningham Middle

School holds a very special
place in my heart because
of the great success my
students had in the class-
room, on the field, on the
court, and on the track,”
Pierson said.

In 2017, Mr. Pierson was
named Principal of North
Shore Ninth Grade Center.
He says it’s an honor to
serve as the principal of a
place where so many years
he called home. He truly
believes North Shore is the

Photo by Allan Jamail
David Pierson, GPISD Principal of 9th grade Freshman Class.

See Principal, Page 3

Street, Hart Street, Mercu-
ry Drive, and Dell Dale
Street among many others.
Roadwork may impact on-
street parking in some ar-
eas, so residents should be
mindful of notifications
from the contractors. Driv-
ers are also encouraged to
travel through the construc-
tion zones with caution.
Construction is expected to
be complete later this year.

For more information
and updates on the Harris
County Precinct 2, visit
www.hcp2.com or follow us
on Facebook, Twitter, Insta-
gram, and Nextdoor

Precinct 2 begins road
improvements in
Channelview & Jacinto City

Street improvements to begin in Channelview and Jacinto City.

JC Scout Troop 1301
honors fallen Veterans

Photo by Allan Jamail
Jacinto City Scout Troop 1301 –– L-R front row: Glenn T. Miller II, Scout Master, Carlos Martinez, Jr.,
Senior Patrol Leader, Brandon T. Miller, Eagle Scout, Debbie Martinez, Troop Committee Chairwoman,
Karla Martinez, Emmy Smith. Back row: Samuel Montoya, Scout, Nickolas Ulloa, Assistant Senior
Patrol Leader, Gavin Smith, Haide Smith.

See Story, page 8

No. 1 ranked North Shore Mustangs
fall to rival Katy in opener 24-21

beat, because they beat
Katy twice last year.

In the first half the de-
fending state champion
Mustangs ranked number
one in state looked like
they were well on their
way to another undefeated
season and state title.
Mustangs led at halftime
by two touchdowns (TD)
21-7 over the Tigers. They
beat Katy both games
played last year; Katy in-
tends to do the same to the
Mustangs this year.

KATY BAR THE DOOR,
Not so fast said the Katy
Tigers, you’ll have to come
through us for the next

See  Mustangs, Page 8

Pct. 2 Meeting
Environmental

Concerned residents of
Channelview will meet with
Pct. 2 Officials to discuss
Harris County’s monitoring of
air and water pollution. 6:30
pm at Channelview Fire Sta-
tion #3 on Dell Dale on
Thursday, September 12,
2019.

Photo by Allan Jamail

Mustang John Gentry outruns Katy defender, scores season’s first touchdown on an 81 yard pass
from quarterback Dematrius Davis.

See Yellow Jackets,
Page 3

#2 Eli Quintero running back scoring 1 of 4 of his
touchdowns.  (Photos by Allan Jamail).

#88 Pat Hernandez, receiver leaps to haul in a pass from
quarterback A’marion Kelly for a big gain.

Pasadena Veterans Me-
morial Stadium (Newcomb
Field) August 31, 2019 was
the scene of a swarm of GP
Yellow Jackets varsity
football players, stinging
the Pasadena Eagles, in a
49 to 6 win.

It was never a real con-
test, Coach Spiro Amaran-
tos’ offensive and defensive
team’s performed so well it
appeared they were play-
ing a little league football
team.

The Jackets scored sev-
en touchdowns (TD’s) be-
hind a strong offensive line
led by Richard Martinez,
Antonio Alanis and Ivan
Martinez who made open-
ings for running back Eli
Quintero to make four TD’s
and 100 yards in the game.
The line provided pass pro-
tection for sophomore
quarterback A’marion
Kelly to complete passes to
Pat Hernandez, Caleb
Aparicio and Fernando
Martinez who scored on a
TD pass.

The stingy Yellow Jack-
ets defense overpowered
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✯    C O M M U N I T Y     N E W S   ✯

2019 Property Tax Rates in Harris County
Emergency Services District No. 12

This notice concerns the 2019 property tax rates for Harris County Emergency Services District No. 12.
It presents information about three tax rates. Last year's tax rate is the actual tax rate the taxing unit
used to determine property taxes last year. This year's effective tax rate would impose the same total
taxes as last year if you compare properties taxed in both years. This year's rollback tax rate is the
highest tax rate the taxing unit can set before taxpayers start rollback procedures. In each case these
rates are found by dividing the total amount of taxes by the tax base (the total value of taxable property)
with adjustments as required by state law. The rates are given per $100 of property value.

Last year's tax rate:
 Last year's operating taxes $1,601,796
 Last year's debt taxes $0
  Last year's total taxes $1,601,796
  Last year's tax base $3,203,592,000
 Last year's total tax rate $0.0500/$100

This year's effective tax rate:
 Last year's adjusted taxes
(after subtracting taxes on lost property) $1,600,209
 ÷ This year's adjusted tax base
(after subtracting value of new property) $3,623,192,634
 =This year's effective tax rate $0.0441/$100
(Maximum rate unless unit publishes notices and holds hearings.)

This year's rollback tax rate:
    Last year's adjusted operating taxes $1,600,209
    (after subtracting taxes on lost property and adjusting
   for any transferred function, tax increment financing,
   state criminal justice mandate, and/or enhanced
   indigent healthcare expenditures)

        ÷ This year's adjusted tax base $3,623,192,634

        =This year's effective operating rate $0.0441/$100

         x 1.08=this year's maximum operating rate $0.0476/$100

         + This year's debt rate $0/$100

         = This year's total rollback rate $0.0476/$100

Statement of Increase/Decrease
If Harris County Emergency Service District No. 12 adopts a 2019 tax rate equal to the effective tax rate
of $0.0441 per $100 of value, taxes would increase compared to 2018 taxes by $7,596.

Schedule A - Unencumbered Fund Balance
The following estimated balances will be left in the unit's property tax accounts at the end of the fiscal
year. These balances are not encumbered by a corresponding debt obligation.
Type of Property Tax Fund Balance

0

Schedule B - 2019 Debt Service
The unit plans to pay the following amounts for long-term debts that are secured by property taxes.
These amounts will be paid from property tax revenues (or additional sales tax revenues, if applicable).

Principal or Contract Interest to be Other Amounts Total Payment
Description of Debt Payment to be Paid Paid from to be Paid

from Property Taxes Property Taxes
0 0 0 0

  Total required for 2019 debt service $0
- Amount (if any) paid from Schedule A $0
- Amount (if any) paid from other resources $0
- Excess collections last year $0
= Total to be paid from taxes in 2019 $0
+ Amount added in anticipation that the unit will
collect only 100.00% of its taxes in 2019 $0
= Total debt levy $0

This notice contains a summary of actual effective and rollback tax rates' calculations. You can inspect
a copy of the full calculations at 1001 Preston, Houston, TX 77002.
          Name of person preparing this notice: Ann Harris Bennett
          Title: Harris County Tax Assessor-Collector
          Date Prepared: 08/27/2019

Notice of Public
Hearing on Tax

Increase
The Harris County Emergency Services District No. 12 will hold two public

hearings on a proposal to increase total tax revenues from properties on the
tax roll in the preceding tax year by 13.38 percent (percentage by which
proposed tax rate exceeds lower of rollback tax rate or effective tax calculated
under Chapter 26, Tax Code). Your individual taxes may increase at a greater
or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the change in the taxable
value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other
property and the tax rate that is adopted.

The first public hearing will be held on September 17, 2019 at 6:00 PM at
911 Hollywood St., Houston, TX 77015.

The second public hearing will be held on October 1, 2019 at 6:00 PM at
911 Hollywood St., Houston, TX 77015.

The members of the governing body voted on the proposal to consider the
tax increase as follows:

FOR: William B. Anders David W. Proctor
Larry Helgesen Frank M. Staley
Bryan O. Clements

AGAINST:

PRESENT and not voting:

ABSENT:

The average taxable value of a residence homestead in Harris County
Emergency Services District No. 12 last year was $124,015. Based on last
year's tax rate of $0.0500 per $100 of taxable value, the amount of taxes
imposed last year on the average home was $62.01.

The average taxable value of a residence homestead in Harris County
Emergency Services District No. 12 this year is $135,476. If the governing
body adopts the effective tax rate for this year of $0.0441 per $100 of taxable
value, the amount of taxes imposed this year on the average home would be
$59.74.

If the governing body adopts the proposed tax rate of $0.0500 per $100 of
taxable value, the amount of taxes imposed this year on the average home
would be $67.74.

Members of the public are encouraged to attend the hearings and express
their views.

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

✯

General Merchandie Auction
Summer Schedule

1st, 3rd, 5th Saturdays
in June, July & AugustBusiness & Farm

Liquidations • Antiques •
Estates • Mini-Storage
A Complete Auction Service

Col. Walter Boullion
TXS.Lic.10592
713-817-9062
wbauctioncrosby.com

HOUSTON - Every Sep-
tember, the Federal Emer-
gency Management
Agency (FEMA) and City
of Houston’s Office of
Emergency Management
(OEM) observe National
Preparedness Month, to
promote family and com-
munity disaster and emer-
gency planning now and
throughout the year. The
2019 theme is "Prepared,
Not Scared," and through-
out the month, Houston
OEM will be sharing pre-
paredness tips via our web-
sites and social media
channels:

Week 1: Save Early
for Disaster Costs

Did you know: most ho-

September is National Preparedness
Month; Be Prepared, Not Scared

meowners’ and renters’ in-
surance do not cover flood
damage. Learn more about
flood insurance at
www.FloodSmart.gov and
review which important
documents you should
have for an emergency and
how to be financially pre-
pared for a disaster at ht-
t p s : / / w w w. r e a d y. g o v /
financial-preparedness.

Week 2: Make a Plan
to Prepare for Disasters

We are entering the
peak of the 2019 Atlantic
Hurricane Season! Be Pre-
pared: make an emergen-
cy plan today and practice
it. The City of Houston Di-
saster Preparedness Guide

(DPG) is updated annual-
ly and provides informa-
tion about emergency
planning to Houston resi-
dents.

Week 3: Teach Youth
to Prepare for Disasters

Teach children what to
do in an emergency if they
are at or away from home.
Help your kids know how
to communicate during an
emergency, build their own
preparedness kit, and be-
come Disaster Masters
with tips from
www.ready.gov/kids.

Week 4: Get Involved
in Your Community’s
Preparedness

September 1 to Sep-
tember 15

On September 2, 1864,
at the height of the Civil
War, General William T.
Sherman and his army of
60,000 Union soldiers cap-
tured the city of Atlanta.
He then sent a telegram to
President Lincoln, which
said: "Atlanta is ours, and
fairly won." It was a criti-
cal event -- the rail hub of
the Confederacy -- which
supplied weapons and food
to the forces of the south.
In order to completely deny
the rebel armies of war-
time essentials, Sherman

History Matters
A biweekly feature courtesy of
The Grateful American Book Prize
Showing our children that their past is prelude to their future

set fire to the city—and
widespread doubt--that
the War could ever end in
a Confederate victory.

 The fall of Atlanta
teaches young learners im-
portant lessons about the
Civil War, and its trage-
dies. For a better under-
standing, the Grateful
American Book Prize rec-
ommends Nancy White-
law’s Victory in
Destruction: The Story of
William Tecumseh Sher-
man.

On September 2, 1964,
Governor George Wallace
of Alabama, defied a court

order that allowed 14

African-American teens to
be admitted to the all-
white, Tuskegee High
School.  According to the
American Bar Association
Journal, Wallace took office
in January 1963 vowing
“segregation now, segrega-
tion tomorrow, and segre-
gation forever.” In order to
prevent access, Wallace or-
dered his state troopers to
surround the school and
obstruct entry.

 School desegregation
was a dramatic and impor-
tant chapter in the Civil
Rights movement; for more
information, read The Li-

Your neighbors can be a
great source of help imme-
diately after a disaster. Get
to know your neighbors,
particularly those too eld-
erly or too ill to indepen-
dently plan or prepare
themselves for a disaster.
By knowing your neigh-
bors ahead of time, your
community will work bet-
ter as a team when disas-
ters strike.

For more information
about helping your neigh-
borhood get ready for hur-
ricane season, visit
www.houstonoem.org/pre-
paredness-are-you-ready.

ons of Little Rock by Kris-
tin Levine.

America is still recover-
ing from September 11,
2001, the day terrorists hi-
jacked four jumbo jets
while they were in flight
and turned them into
bombers. Two of them took
down the Twin Towers at
New York’s World Trade
Center; another was flown
Kamikaze-style into the
Pentagon, and a fourth –
advancing to Washington-
-was commandeered by the
passengers and crashed
into a Pennsylvania field.
In all, nearly 3,000 died.

Crosby Church Town Hall
Meeting

With U.S. Representative Dan Crenshaw, Texas 2nd
Congressional District. Saturday, September 7, 2019
from 9:00 a.m. t0 10:30 a.m. at Crosby Church Campus,
5725 Highway 90, Crosby, Texas 77532.

Come listen to the Representative give an update on
current issues and legislation including homeland secu-
rity, TASP Legislation, and gun control. Voice your con-
cerns in a question and answer session.

Highlands United Methodist
Church Fish Fry

Highlands United Methodist Church will hold its an-
nual Fish Fry on Saturday, September 14, 2019 from
11am to 2 pm. For information or to order, please call
281-426-3614.

Full Moon Hike
Join the Baytown Nature Center each month as they

explore a different section of the nature center in the
hopes of seeing nocturnal animal inhabitants. The
monthly 90 minute hikes begin just after sunset. Hik-
ers are asked to wear confortable clothing. Meet at the
Visitors Center. Hikes are weather permitting and free
refular admission to the center. If in doubt the weather,
phone 281-424-9198 or check Facebook page. For ques-
tions, please contact Crissy Butcher at 281-420-7130.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterFuneral-Houston.com

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers

Repair or Replace. We also repair broken
springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

PAINTING
Exterior & Interior

DRYWALL REPAIRS &
PRESSURE WASHING
Call Juan @ 713-576-6388

31-4

281-452-6355
WWW.ALAMOROOFING.COM

Man dies in
car crash on
Market Street

Houston police are in-
vestigating a fatal crash at
13000 Market Street about
11:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Au-
gust 27.

According to HPD Ve-
hicular Crimes Division
Sergeant D. Arnold and
Northeast Patrol Division
officers, the victim was
driving a yellow Dodge
Neon eastbound on Market
Street when he failed to
stay in a single lane, lost
control of the vehicle and
was ejected.  Paramedics
transported to Ben Taub
General Hospital where he
was later pronounced de-
ceased.

The identity of the male
victim, 30, is pending veri-
fication by the Harris
County Institute of Foren-
sic Sciences.

The investigation is con-
tinuing.

This summer, two stu-
dents and two teachers
from Channelview ISD at-
tended Rice University’s
prestigious and unique
camps hosted by The Tapia
Center for Excellence and
Equity. Made possible
through a grant from Exx-
onMobil, they joined more
than 300 students and 50
teachers from across Tex-
as and beyond for a week
of engaging STEM projects
and communication skill
practice.

Say STEM Camp, avail-
able to rising 8th-12th
graders, features a week-
long residential experience
with a challenging STEM
(science, technology, engi-
neering and math) curric-
ulum. Campers
experiment with hands-on
STEM projects, like build-
ing miniature wind tur-
bines out of household
items including glue, card-
stock and popsicle sticks.
At the same time, students
enhance their communica-
tion skills by learning how
to simplify complicated
STEM ideas via graphic

home of the champions. In
2019 he was named Sec-
ondary Principal of the
year. He is so thankful for
all the support he has had
throughout his years as a
teacher, coach and admin-
istrator.

Pierson graduated high
school at Sam Rayburn
High School in Pasadena,
he got a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Teaching from
Sam Houston State Uni-
versity and then got a Mas-
ter of Science Degree from
University of Houston-
Clear Lake.

North Shore 9th Grade
School is located at 13501
Holly Park, Houston, TX
77015 ~ Phone:
832.386.3400

Principal,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Local Students, Teachers Attend
Tapia Camps at Rice University

The select group of students and teachers sponsored by ExxonMobil to attend Tapia Camps.
From left to right: Furqani Al-Amin (teacher), Rogelio Martinez, Emily Maldonado and Natalie
Rios (teacher).

drawings and an end-of-
camp oral presentation –
all while experiencing life
on a college campus.

The professional devel-
opment camp for teachers

of all subjects and levels
provides participants the
tools to implement project-
based learning—a lesson-
planning method that
encourages hands-on, en-

gaging experiences—in
their classrooms. Teachers
who complete the program
earn Continuing Profes-
sional Education (CPE)
hours.

At the August
Galena Park
I.S.D. (GPISD)
Board of Trustee
meeting, Noe Es-
parza and Norma
Hernandez were
sworn in by Judge
Joe Stephens to
fill Position 6 and
Position 7 of the
GPISD Board.
The vacancy in
Position 6 was
created by the
resignation of
Trustee Minnie Rivera.
Position 7 became vacant
upon the passing of long-
time Board member, Dawn
Fisher.

Noe Esparza, appointed
to fill Position 6, is a grad-
uate of Galena Park High
School.  He works as a Re-
gional Director at the
Donaldson Company, and
has attended San Jacinto
College-North and the
University of Houston.  Mr.
Esparza is married, and is
the proud father of two
sons, both of whom have
graduated from GPISD
schools.  He remarked, “I
want to serve our commu-
nity and see our children
succeed.”

Norma Hernandez, ap-
pointed to fill Position 7, is
a graduate of Harlingen
High School, the Universi-
ty of Texas-Rio Grande Val-
ley, and Texas Southern
University.  She is a former
teacher and registrar, hav-
ing served 38 years at Ga-
lena Park High School

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Galena Park ISD new
Board members

until her retirement in
2017.  She is married, and
her two adult daughters
are graduates of Galena
Park High School.  She
looks forward to working
with her new colleagues on
the Galena Park I.S.D.
Board of Trustees “to give
back to the District that
has played such an impor-
tant part in [her] life.”

The appointments of
both Norma Hernandez
and Noe Esparza were
unanimously approved by
the Board.  Ramon Garza,
Board President, stated,
“While we will truly miss
both Ms. Rivera and Mrs.
Fisher and are forever
grateful for their service to
our students, the Board is
excited to welcome our new
colleagues, who bring their
own perspectives, experi-
ences and knowledge. We
look forward to serving our
great community with
Mrs. Hernandez and Mr.
Esparza as part of our
Team of 8.”

Noe Esparza, Norma Hernandez and
Judge Joe Stephens

Galena Park Yellow Jackets,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the Eagles offense causing
five turnovers, keeping
them to less than 200
yards total offense.

Some of the Jackets de-
fensive standouts were
Derrick Sampson (inter-
ception), Austin Altwein
(interception and fumble
recovery), Brice Hernan-
dez (fumble recovery & 6
tackles), Michael Gaitan (3
sacks), Landon Black (8
tackles), Dallas Blate (6
tackles), Ivan Hernandez
(12 tackles) and Luis
Sanchez (11 tackles).

When asked about the
obvious mismatch Coach
Spiro said, “We played real
good and maybe they
played bad, it’s hard to
say.”

The 5A District Yellow
Jackets beat the 6A Sam
Rayburn Texans 19 to 7 at
Pasadena Auxiliary Stadi-

um in a 2 hour scrimmage
game on Friday, August 23
rd.

The answer to just how
good the 2 – 0 Yellow Jack-
ets are will be their next
game when they play a
non-district home game
against the 5A Dayton
Broncos, Friday, Septem-
ber 6th at 7 PM.

Dayton has consistently
had a good team although
they lost their opener in a
crushing defeat against
the Friendswood Mus-
tangs 42 to 0, so they’ll not
want to lose back to back
games.

#10 Fernando Martinez, running back fights off tacklers to
score on a A’marion Kelly pass.  (Photo by Allan Jamail)
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

2019 Property Tax Rates in Harris County
Emergency Service District No. 50

This notice concerns the 2019 property tax rates for Harris County Emergency Service District No. 50.
It presents information about three tax rates. Last year's tax rate is the actual tax rate the taxing unit
used to determine property taxes last year. This year's effective tax rate would impose the same total
taxes as last year if you compare properties taxed in both years. This year's rollback tax rate is the
highest tax rate the taxing unit can set before taxpayers start rollback procedures. In each case these
rates are found by dividing the total amount of taxes by the tax base (the total value of taxable proper-
ty) with adjustments as required by state law. The rates are given per $100 of property value.

Last year's tax rate:
    Last year's operating taxes $2,660,498

    Last year's debt taxes $0
    Last year's total taxes $2,660,498

    Last year's tax base $5,320,996,000

    Last year's total tax rate $0.0500/$100

This year's effective tax rate:
    Last year's adjusted taxes

    (after subtracting taxes on lost property) $2,657,079

   ÷ This year's adjusted tax base

    (after subtracting value of new property) $5,721,079,463
   =This year's effective tax rate $0.0464/$100

(Maximum rate unless unit publishes notices and holds hearings.)

This year's rollback tax rate:
    Last year's adjusted operating taxes $2,657,079

    (after subtracting taxes on lost property and adjusting for any

 transferred function, tax increment financing, state criminal justice

mandate, and/or enhanced indigent healthcare expenditures)
   ÷ This year's adjusted tax base $5,721,079,463

   =This year's effective operating rate $0.0464/$100

    x 1.08=this year's maximum operating rate $0.0501/$100

    + This year's debt rate $0/$100
    = This year's total rollback rate $0.0501/$100

Statement of Increase/Decrease
If Harris County Emergency Service District No. 50 adopts a 2019 tax rate equal to the effective tax
rate of $0.0464 per $100 of value, taxes would increase compared to 2018 taxes by $110,879.

Schedule A - Unencumbered Fund Balance
The following estimated balances will be left in the unit's property tax accounts at the end of the fiscal
year. These balances are not encumbered by a corresponding debt obligation.
Type of Property Tax Fund Balance
Unencumbered Fund 19,000,000

Schedule B - 2019 Debt Service
The unit plans to pay the following amounts for long-term debts that are secured by property taxes.
These amounts will be paid from property tax revenues (or additional sales tax revenues, if applica-
ble).

  Principal or Contract       Interest to be   Other Amounts Total Payment
Description of Debt   Payment to be Paid       Paid from   to be Paid

  from Property Taxes       Property Taxes
  0       0   0 0

  Total required for 2019 debt service $0
- Amount (if any) paid from Schedule A $0
- Amount (if any) paid from other resources $0
- Excess collections last year $0
= Total to be paid from taxes in 2019 $0
+ Amount added in anticipation that the unit will
collect only 100.00% of its taxes in 2019 $0
= Total debt levy $0

This notice contains a summary of actual effective and rollback tax rates' calculations. You can inspect
a copy of the full calculations at 1001 Preston, Houston, TX 77002.
          Name of person preparing this notice: Ann Harris Bennett
          Title: Harris County Tax Assessor-Collector
          Date Prepared: 08/26/2019

Notice of Public
Hearing on Tax

Increase
The Harris County Emergency Service District No. 50 will hold two public

hearings on a proposal to increase total tax revenues from properties on the
tax roll in the preceding tax year by 7.76 percent (percentage by which
proposed tax rate exceeds lower of rollback tax rate or effective tax calculated
under Chapter 26, Tax Code). Your individual taxes may increase at a greater
or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the change in the taxable value
of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property
and the tax rate that is adopted.

The first public hearing will be held on September 16, 2019 at 6:00 PM at
1210 Dell Dale Avenue, Channelview, TX 77530.

The second public hearing will be held on September 30, 2019 at 6:00 PM
at 1210 Dell Dale Avenue, Channelview, TX 77530.

The members of the governing body voted on the proposal to consider the
tax increase as follows:

FOR: Jim Owens Benjamin Ballew
Brenda Biggers Eric Stricklin
Judith Brannon

AGAINST:

PRESENT and not voting:

ABSENT:

The average taxable value of a residence homestead in Harris County
Emergency Service District No. 50 last year was $121,751. Based on last
year's tax rate of $0.0500 per $100 of taxable value, the amount of taxes
imposed last year on the average home was $60.88.

The average taxable value of a residence homestead in Harris County
Emergency Service District No. 50 this year is $112,790. If the governing
body adopts the effective tax rate for this year of $0.0464 per $100 of taxable
value, the amount of taxes imposed this year on the average home would be
$52.33.

If the governing body adopts the proposed tax rate of $0.0500 per $100 of
taxable value, the amount of taxes imposed this year on the average home
would be $56.40.

Members of the public are encouraged to attend the hearings and express
their views.

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯
LETTERS
To The Editor

✯

The TEA school ratings
are out and while GC-
CISD fared pretty well,
Highlands Elementary
and Hopper Primary
received an unexceptable
grade of D!

In recent years these
schools have received
very good grades. The
demographics of the area
have not changed enough
to cause this.

The problems have to
be in the schools. Have we
been given inferior
leadership?  A teacher‘s
job is difficult enough in
the best of situations. But
if a teacher does not have
intelligent solid leader-
ship on campus, success
is not likely to happen.
I’m sure there are a lot of
unhappy, frustrated
people on these campus-
es.

The buck should stop
on the desk of Superin-
tendent O’Brien.  The
schools  need help from
administration to correct
the problems they’re
having to deal with.  I
hope there are people now
working to assess the
situation and correct
whatever is needed.  We,
as a community need to
know what is being done
now.

I hope the parents in
Highlands will meet with
the superintendent in
order to get an under-
standing of how some-
thing like this could
happen.

Theresa Cashion

Concern about
low rating of
Highlands
schools

AUSTIN - The Texas
School Safety Update, a
r e p o r t  h i g h l i g h t i n g
progress made to keep stu-
dents and teachers safe at
school, was released by
Gov. Greg Abbott on Aug.
27. The report gives Tex-
ans an up-
d a t e  o n
e f f o r t s  by
the gover-
nor’s office,
the Legisla-
t u r e  a n d
state agen-
cies toward
implement-
ing recom-
mendations
made in the
School Safe-
t y  A c t i o n
Plan released on May 30,
2018 and the subsequent
update in August 2018.

The first indication of
progress listed in the re-
port is that the state’s
“Mental Health First Aid”
program saw a 37-percent
increase in the number of
public school district em-
ployees and school re-
source officers trained in
fiscal year 2018 compared
to fiscal year 2017, and
more than 10,000 school
personnel were trained in
fiscal year 2019, which
ended Aug. 31.

“Because the safety of
our students in Texas
classrooms today is a top
priority, I made school
safety an emergency item
in the 86th Legislative
Session - and state lead-
ers took substantial steps
to deliver on this priority,”

Abbott said. “I am grate-
ful for the bi-partisan ef-
forts of legislators that led
to significant improve-
ments in enhancing the
safety of Texas schools, ex-
panding students’ access
to mental health resourc-

e s ,  and  in -
c r e a s i n g
support  for
teachers fac-
ing classroom
challenges. As
we look to the
possibilities
that  a  new
school  year
m a y  b r i n g ,
school admin-
istrators, par-
ents, teachers
and lawmak-

ers must continue the con-
versation on school safety
and continue to make the
effort to keep our students
safe in an affirming envi-
ronment that strives for
excellence and growth,”
the governor added.

Among other areas of
progress listed in the re-
port are:

1. Since August 2018,
the Texas State School
Safety Center (TxSSC)
has held seven threat as-
sessment workshops with
425 participants, and will
host seven more work-
shops this August;

2. The 2020-21 state
budget provides $5 million
to Texas Tech Health Sci-
ences Center for the Tele-
medicine Intervention
T r i a g e  a n d  R e f e r r a l
Project, a model for iden-
tifying students at risk for

committing school vio-
lence and intervening
with those students before
acts of violence occur; and

3. Senate Bill 11, which
took effect June 6, pro-
vides districts with $100
million in funding for
s choo l -based  menta l
health centers, the hiring
of counselors and other
mental health needs, and
provides $99 million in
funding for the Texas
Mental Health Care Con-
sortium.

Furthermore, the pas-
sage of SB 11, along with
HB 1 and SB 500, makes
available some $339 mil-
lion in school safety fund-
ing for various agencies
and entities, including the
Health and Human Ser-
vices Commission, the
Texas Education Agency,
Texas State University
and the Texas Higher Ed-
ucation Coordinating
Board.

AG JOINS IN
COURT BRIEF

Texas Attorney Gener-
al Ken Paxton on Aug. 23
co-signed a friend-of-the-

court civil rights-related
brief filed with the U.S.
Supreme Court. Paxton
and the attorneys general
of 13 other states, and one
governor, urge the high
court to overturn lower
court cases that the coali-
tion says would expand
provisions of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 that
prohibit discrimination
based on a person’s sex to
include sexual orientation
and gender identity.

DPS CALLS FOR EX-
TRA CAUTION

As schools reopened
across Texas and class-
rooms filled, the Texas De-
partment of Public Safety
put out a reminder that
drivers need to slow down
in school zones.

DPS urged drivers to be
extra careful  around
school buses, to follow all
traffic laws, and to stay
alert around schools and
the surrounding areas
where children may be
walking and playing.

DPS troopers “won’t tol-
erate reckless driving that
puts children in harm’s

way,” said the agency’s di-
rector, Steve McCraw. If a
school bus has alternating
flashing red signals visible
from the front or rear,
drivers must stop before
reaching the bus. Drivers
can only proceed if the
flashing lights are no long-
er activated; the driver
signals you to proceed; or
the bus has resumed driv-
ing.

Approaching drivers do
not have to stop for a
school bus that is operat-
ing a visual signal if the
roadway is separated by a
physical barrier or an in-
tervening space.

Many new laws take ef-
fect Some 820 bills that
passed during the regular
session of 86th Texas Leg-
islature that ended May
27 took effect Sept. 1. A
complete listing of those
bills, including links to
their text, analyses, fiscal
notes and witness lists,
can be found under the
“ R e p o r t s ”  t a b  a t
capitol.texas.gov.

Report details progress
in school safety
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Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but wisdom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

CALL 713-266-3444 FOR A QUOTE TO
REACH MORE THAN 7,000

READERS WEEKLY

Heal me, LORD,
and I will be healed;

save me & I will be saved,
for you are the one I praise

--Jeremiah 17:14

CHURCH LISTINGS
CROSBY, HIGHLANDS,
HUFFMAN, BAYTOWN

ANGLICAN CHURCH
• Church of the Resurrection,
meeting at Crosby Brethren
Church, 5202 1st Street, Cros-
by. 832-661-9693.
APOSTOLIC CHURCH
• First Apostolic Church of High-
lands, 1211 S. Main St. High-
lands. 281-426-4133
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
• Crosby Gospel Assembly, 633
Kenning Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
2516
• First Assembly of God, 406 N.
Magnolia St., Highlands, 281-
426-3170
• Gospel Lighthouse, 8218
John Martin Rd., Baytown, 281-
421-1168
BAPTIST
• Calvary Baptist, 2217 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3409
• Highlands Baptist, 111 E. Ca-
nal Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
2470
• Northeast Freeway Baptist,
1635 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2723
• Unity Baptist, 2625 Broad Dr.,
Highlands, 281-426-4223
• Iglesia Bautista Comunidad,
5323 Highway 90, Crosby, 281-
421-9810. “Venid y te Harem-
os Bien”
BAPTIST-Missionary
• Antioch Missionary Baptist,
2500 Harris St., Highlands,
281-426-6565.
•  First Missionary Baptist
Church, 301 Cypress Avenue,
Crosby, 281-462-7634.
• Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist,
315 Nod, Crosby, 281-328-
4650
• True Vine Missionary Baptist,
404 Oak Ave., Crosby, 281-
328-7637
• Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church,  12418 Crosby Rd.,
Crosby, 281-328-1851
BAPTIST-Southern
• First Baptist- Crosby, 615
Runneberg Rd.,Crosby, 281-
328-2564
• First Baptist- Highlands, N.
Magnolia at Wallisville, High-
lands, 281-426-4551
• First Baptist- Huffman, 25503
FM 2100, Huffman, 281-324-
1888
• Northside Baptist, 317 Bar-
bers Hil l Rd., Highlands,
nsbchighlands.org
• Second Baptist, 400 E. Wall-
isville Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
5557
• Crosby New Hope Baptist
Church, 18319 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-6086
BRETHREN
• Crosby Brethren, 5202 1st St.,
Crosby, 281-328-2442
CATHOLIC
• Holy Family, 7122 Whiting
Rock, Baytown, 281-426-8448
• Sacred Heart, 915 Runneberg
Rd., Crosby, 281-328-4871

• St. Martin De Porres, 12606
FM 2100, Crosby, 281-328-
4451
• St. Jude Thaddeus, 800 S.
Main St. , Highlands, 281-843-
2422
• St. Phillip the Apostle, 2308
3rd St.,Huffman, 281-324-1478
CHURCH OF CHRIST
• Church of Christ at Wallisville
Rd., 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.,
281-426-7557.
• Crosby Church of Christ, 3737
Hwy 90, Crosby, 281-328-3496
• Highlands Church of Christ,
214 Clear Lake Rd., Highlands,
281-426-2742
• Barrett Station Church of
Christ, 281-328-7882
CHURCH OF GOD
• First Pentecostal Church of
God, 1328 Old Atascocita, Huff-
man, 281-324-1518
• Harvest Time Church of God,
495 S. Diamondhead Blvd.,
Crosby, 281-462-8060
CHURCH OF GOD
IN CHRIST
• Mt. Rose Church of God in
Christ, 13000 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-1314
EPISCOPAL
• Church of the Resurrection,
5202 Churhc St., Crosby.
INDEPENDENT
• Crosby Church, 5725 Hwy 90,
Crosby and 30673 Huffman
Cleveland Rd., Huffman, 281-
328-1310
• Huffman Church, 1707 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3705
• New Covenant of Faith, 12217
Holly Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
1315
• Restoration House, 1609
Jones Rd., Highlands, 281-843-
4000
• Son Harvest, 2027 FM 1942,
Crosby, 281-543-2860.
LUTHERAN
• Our Shepherd, 19704 FM
2100, Huffman, 281-324-2422
METHODIST
• Crosby United Methodist,
1334 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2616
• Highlands United Methodist,
107 W. Houston St., Highands,
281-426-3614
• Lake Houston United Method-
ist, 23606 FM 2100, Huffman,
281-324-1541
NON DENOMINA-
TION

• Lifepoint Church, 9235 North
Highway 146, Baytown, Tx.
77523.  281-576-5452.
UNITED PENTECOS-
TAL CHURCH

• Pentecostals of Crosby502
Pine at Hwy 90 Crosby, TX
77532(281) 328-5054. Sunday

10 AM. Wednesday 7 PM. Pas-
tor Kerry D. Lee

CHANNELVIEW, JACINTO CITY,
GALENA PARK, HOUSTON

•Second Street Church of
Christ, 15821 2nd. Street,

Channelview, TX. 77530.
www.2ndstreetchurchofchrist.com

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
•Galena Park Assembly of
God, 1211 2nd. St., Galena
Park, TX. 713-455-0836.
BAPTIST
•New Life Baptist Church of
East Houston, 18570 Van
Road, Houston, 77049. 281-
456-0082
•Second Baptist Church, 1913
18th. St., Galena Park, TX. 713-
672-9232.
•Second Baptist Church, 10501
Muscatine, Jacinto City, TX.
713-674-8463.
•St. Matthew Baptist Church,
119 Fidelity, Houston, TX. 713-
674-0062.
•First Baptist Church, 1505 1st.
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-455-
1261.
•Macedonia Baptist Church,
1230 Maxnie Street, Houston,
TX. 77049. 713-674-6607.
BAPTIST-Southern
•Dell Dale Avenue Baptist
Church, 402 Dell Dale Avenue,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
3704.
•South Drive Baptist Church,
15229 South Drive, Channel-
view, TX. 77530. 281-452-
4500.
•First Baptist Church of Jacinto
City, 10701 Wiggins, Jacinto
City, TX 77029. 713-672-2802.
•Beaumont Place Baptist
Church, 13101 Ivydale Street,
Houtson, TX. 77049.
•First Baptist Church of Gale-
na Park, 206 Woofle St., 77547.
713-455-1261.
CATHOLIC
•St. Andrew Roman Catholic
Church, 827 Sheldon Rd.,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
9865.
•Our Lady of Fatima, 1705 8th
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-675-
0981.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
•2nd. St. Church of Christ,
15821 2nd St., Channelview,
TX. -281-452-4049.
•Channelview Church of Christ,
1301 Sheldon Rd., Channel-
view, Tx. 281-452-7129.
•Galena Park Church of Christ,
301 Holland Ave, Galena Park,
TX. 713-455-0826.
EPISCOPAL
•St. Timothy’s Episcopal
Church, 13125 Indianapolis St.,
Houston, 713-451-2909.
HOLINESS
•Bible Missionary Church,
10246 Fairfax St., Jacinto City.
713-671-3500.
METHODIST
•Old River Terrace United Meth-
odist Church, 16102 East Free-
way, Channelview, TX.
281-452-2861.
•Jacinto City United Methodist,
10730 Wiggins, Houston, TX.
713-673-7132.
•Holy Trinity United Methodist,
13207 Orleans St., Houston,
Tx. 713-453-7203.

For corrections or new listings,
call 281-328-9605

OBITUARIES
✯

Aaron Thomas
Miller

Aaron Thomas Miller,
32, passed away unexpect-
edly August 27, 2019 in
Cypress, Texas. He was
born on July 14, 1987 in
Houston, Texas to parents
Tracy (Hindman) and
Glenn Thomas Miller, II.

Aaron was a loving and
dedicated son, husband,
father, friend and uncle.
Children were his first pri-
ority and he was “Uncle
Aaron” to many children
that he was glad to help
any way he could. Aaron
had a big heart and was
always laughing. He will
remain in the hearts of the
many lives he touched.

Aaron’s family includes
his parents, Glenn Thomas
Miller II and Tracy Reeves;
wife, Katrina Miller; chil-
dren, Aaron Thomas Mill-
er II, Annalynn Marie
Miller, Piper Ann Miller;
step-children, Leigha
Nicole Jackson, Evelyn
Claire Jackson; step-moth-
er, Sabrina Brossett; broth-
ers and sisters, Glenn
Thomas Miller III, Brian
Thomas Miller, Heather

Raechell Robinson, Bran-
don Thomas Miller, Hailey
McCulloch; grandparents,
Glenn Thomas Miller, Sr.
and wife Mary, Anthony
Allen Atzenhoffer, Sr. and
Debbie, Michael Wesley
and Linda Hindman; niec-
es and nephews, Glenn Th-
omas Miller IV, Noah
Alexander Miller, Kathryn
Natalya Miller, Payton
Harper Miller, Kylie Kay-
den Miller, Kade Thomas
Miller; numerous aunts,
uncles, cousins, extended
family members and
friends.

Friends are welcome to
join the family for visita-
tion from 5:00 p.m.- 8 p.m.
Tuesday, September 3,
2019 at Carter-Conley Fu-
neral Home. Funeral ser-
vices officiated by Pastor
Joey Westra and Pastor
Shane Hindman will be
held at 10:00 a.m. Wednes-
day, September 4, 2019 in
the chapel of Carter-Con-
ley Funeral Home.

Graveside services will
immediately follow at San
Jacinto Memorial Park
under the direction of
Carter-Conley Funeral
Home. “Suck it up, butter-
cup”

Mary Agnes Stephen-
son, born May 21, 1934 in
Houston, Texas, went to be
with her heavenly family
on Friday, August 30, 2019
at St. Luke’s Hospital in
the Houston Medical Cen-
ter.

A native Houstonian,
Mary moved to the Atas-
cocita area this year. She
attended Cloverleaf Ele-
mentary, Woodland Acres
Junior High and Galena
Park High School. She
loved and was loved by her
family and friends. She
enjoyed attending family
events and watching the
nieces and nephews grow
up too quick. She worked
for Harris County Water
Control and Improvement
District No. 36 for many
years before changing her
career to work at S & C
Construction. She loved to
dance and shop, and would
go any chance she had the
opportunity.

She was preceded in
death by her husband of 49
years, H.R. (Hank)
Stephenson; parents, Cora
Fussell and Charley

Murchison, Hanson Boys-
en; brother-in-law, Louis
Stephenson; sister-in-law,
Beverly Stephenson; neph-
ew, Mark Stephenson;
nieces, Diana Ellis and
Donna Ayala.

Mary is survived by her
sister, Betty Sausage and
husband John; brothers,
Charles Murchison and
wife Judy, Terry Murchison
and wife Ranae, nephews
Craig Hopper, Darryl
Murchison, John Sausage
Jr.; nieces, Sheryl Lemman
and husband Don, Tracy
Hopper, Lynn Schreck and
husband Tom, Wendi Lind-
sey and husband Jeff,

Kelly Hollier and husband
Patrick, Deb Severing and
husband Loren; great-
nephews, Kyle Herrington,
Jacob Rodriquez, Troy Ro-
driquez and wife Karen,
Jacob Schreck, Will
Schreck, Luke Lindsey, Leo
Hollier, Austin Hollier;
great-nieces, Ella Lindsey,
Hannah Hollier and Mor-
gan Hollier.

Friends are welcome to
join the family for visita-
tion from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. Wednesday, Septem-
ber 4, 2019 at Carter-Con-
ley Funeral Home. Funeral
services will be held at 1:30
p.m. Thursday, September

13701 Corpus Christi St.,
Houston, TX  77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com

Mary Agnes
Stephenson

5, 2019 in the chapel of
Carter-Conley Funeral
Home. Graveside services
will immediately follow at
3:00 p.m. at San Jacinto
Memorial Park under the
direction of Carter-Con-
ley Funeral Home.

13701 Corpus Christi St.,
Houston, TX  77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com

1. Is the book of Joseph in the Old or New
Testament or neither?

2. From Proverbs 22, what is foolishness bound
in the heart of? Wicked, Poor, Child, Foolish

3. Who led the Israelites over the River Jordan?
Moses, Joshua, Aaron, Elijah

4. Which Psalm begins, "O God, thou art my
God"? 60, 63, 74, 117

5. What was the name of Samson's father?
Noah, Manoah, Jesse, Levi

6. Who wrote the book of Proverbs? Jude,
Moses, Solomon, Isaac

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2) Child; 3) Joshua; 4)
63; 5) Manoah; 6) Solomon

YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPERS ARE
ON YOUR SMART

PHONE!
Follow local news on
the Internet, on your

browser:
www.starcouriernews.com.
www.northchannelstar.com
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When you hear about
possible bad weather, do
you stockpile everything
that you need?  Or are
you busy thinking about
the needs of others in the
community?  When
school is ready to start,
do you think about those
last minute summer
vacations? Or are you
one of the many in our
community that stops
and thinks about the
children in our communi-
ty who might need some
help with school uni-
forms and supplies?
When there is a need for
reliable transportation
for our neighbors, do you
help spread the news of
upcoming meetings or do
you just consider that the
roads might become a
little more crowded?

Earlier this week,
Harris Transit an-
nounced that there were
three very important
upcoming opportunities
for the community to
learn about possible bus
routes that will serve the
area.  For the first time
in many years, people in
Cloverleaf as well as
Channelview would have
access to public transpor-
tation.  In addition, the
plans would assist
residents of the Sheldon
area in connecting to
much needed resources.

Currently, those who
need access to Workforce
Solutions (“the unem-
ployment office”), to the
Harris County Court-
house on Wallisville, to
San Jacinto College, to
North Channel Assis-
tance Ministries or to the
Attorney General’s Office
must have their own
vehicle or walk several
miles to reach one of
these location.  Yet, if
community members will
spread the word and then
attend one of the three
meetings and voice their

We’ve all heard
the old adage that
diamonds are made
of a lump of coal,
but we may not
really know if the
saying is actually
true. Diamonds are
formed in the earth,
through a process
that scientists, even
today, don’t completely
understand. This process
is very similar to the
process that creates coal,
which is why people often
believe the two substanc-
es are nearly the same.
However, there are some
important differences
between the two.

 Diamonds and coal
are formed from
carbon

 Carbon dioxide
located about 100 miles
beneath the surface of
the earth is the source of
diamonds. Coal is also
formed from carbon, but
is formed much closer to
the earth’s surface, about
two miles down. When
coal is mined, miners go
right to the source where
the coal is formed.
Diamonds, on the other
hand, are brought close
enough to the surface to
be mined by volcanic
eruptions.

 In addition, the
carbon that forms
diamonds is much purer
than that which forms
coal. This is what creates
a diamond’s clarity.
Carbon that turns into
coal usually includes
other substances like
hydrogen, oxygen,
nitrogen, selenium and
sulfur. These impurities
in coal are also why
burning coal creates
environmental problems
like greenhouse gases.
Some diamonds have
minor impurities, as
well, but these are far
fewer than that in coal.
Slight traces of nitrogen,
for example, are what
create the yellow dia-
mond.

 Diamonds require
more heat and pres-
sure

 Coal is formed from
heat and pressure, just
like diamonds. However,
diamonds require much
greater temperatures
and far more direct
pressure to form, which
is a primary reason why
the end result is so
different. This extreme
heat and pressure can
only be found far into the
earth. Since coal is
formed near the surface,
the heat and pressure
are far less severe.

 Diamonds require
temperatures of about
2200 degrees Fahrenheit,

Thinking
about Others

concerns as well as
suggestions for how
these new routes could
best serve the commu-
nity, our neighbors,
families and friends
could see an improve-
ment in their lives.

Maybe you have
never had to apply for
government assistance
such as food stamps or
utility assistance.  For
many years, I have
known people who have
had to apply for assis-
tance.  Not all of these
were generational
recipients of assistance.
Many were suddenly
foun with no employ-
ment or with the
addition  of young
children in their home
due to a death or
incarceration of a
child’s parents.  Sud-
denly, a grandmother
with no transportation
had to ask for help.
Yet, she had no way of
reaching her destina-
tion.  Thankfully there
have always been
people in our communi-
ty who would set up and
help and now there are
rideshare programs
such as Uber and Lyft,
yet public transporta-
tion would be much
more affordable.

Please share the
details with others
about the upcoming
meetings.  September
10 at the Grayson
Center on Corpus
Christi at Freeport;
September 16 at the
Fine Arts Center at San
Jacinto College North
and September 19 at
the Flukinger Center in
Channelview.  All of
these meetings will be
held from 6 – 8 p.m. and
YOU input is needed.
For more information,
please contact
832.927.4834  I hope to
see YOU there.

Diamond Jim: "Are
Diamonds
made of Coal?"

and pressure of about
725,000 pounds per
square inch.  It is this
extreme heat and
pressure, followed by
cooling, which gives
diamonds hardness not
found in coal or any other
substance.  The cooling
takes place when the
diamonds are forced to
the surface by the
volcanic eruption.

Coal is formed
mostly from plant
material

 Like diamonds, coal
was formed billions of
years ago. However,
unlike diamonds, coal’s
carbon comes from many
different substances,
most notably, from
decomposed plants. This
is why the carbon that
forms coal is not as pure
as that which forms
diamonds.

So, diamonds are
not made of coal, after
all

 Though there are
definitely similarities, we
can say conclusively that
diamonds are not made
of coal. Both substances,
and processes are unique
and are amazing in their
own right. Both are
somewhat mysterious,
even to scientists who
have studied these
extensively. So, stop
trying, because you’ll
never turn your lump of
coal into a diamond!

 Diamonds, even
before being cut and
polished bear no resem-
blance to coal, even
though the two have very
similar origins. Color and
hardness are two obvious
differences, but there are
others, as well.

 Thank you for reading
the "Ask Diamond Jim"
column.

 Diamond Jim is a
diamond dealer and
precious metals broker of
NTR Metals.  See more
at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

 If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious
metals, and other
questions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jcihak@pineforestjewelry.com.

Family protests Salas
suicide in Galena Park
police custody

GALENA PARK – Last
month the family and
friends of Hector Salas
demonstrated in front of
the Galena Park police sta-
tion, to protest the appar-
ent suicide of Salas while
in the jail under police su-
pervision.

The protest was origi-
nally announced on a face-
book website under the
Houston Socialist Move-
ment name.

That text follows:
“Houston Socialist

Movement
August 22 at 9:31 AM –

Family, friends, and sup-
porters of Hector “Tito”
Salas, Jr. assembled in
front of the Galena Park
Police Department Mon-
day morning to demand
justice. The media outlets
did not come out to report
on the demonstration, but
the Salas family’s attorney,
U.A. Lewis, joined us and
discussed the lawsuit she
has filed. Tito’s death in
the Galena Park jail last
November 30 deserves a
lot more attention than it
has received, and the
struggle for justice for him
and his family will contin-
ue. Houston Socialist
Movement is glad to sup-
port this struggle.”

Subsequently, the North
Channel Star interviewed
the Galena Park police
chief, Rodney Cherski, re-
garding the department’s
position on the death. This
interview, by Allan Jamail,
follows:

August 26, 2019 – Gale-
na Park Police Chief Cher-
sky said he learned of the
recent protest held Mon-
day morning August 19,
2019  about 48 hours be-
fore the protest began from
a facebook posting by the
Houston Socialist Move-
ment. In order to prepare
for the protest he looked up
on the internet the Hous-
ton Socialist Movement
and was surprised that a
Russian Communist sup-
porting organization with
the Russian hammer and
sickle graphics displayed
would be coming to Gale-
na Park to protest.

The protesters said the
purpose of the protest was
to bring awareness of the
lawsuit they were going to
file against the city and the
police department because
of the suicide last year on
November 29, 2018 of a
jailed prisoner Hector
“Tito” Salas, Jr..

The Chief said he’s puz-
zled as to why they would
wait almost a year after
Salas committed suicide to
file a lawsuit. Chersky said
he’s not received notice of
the lawsuit being filed. If
it’s filed then I can address
the accusations. Chersky
wasn’t the police chief at
the time of the suicide.

Chersky said Salas was
arrested after his common-
law wife called 911 and
saying he had physically

assaulted her. When the
officers arrived at the 911’s
address Salas had already
fled. The officers investi-
gated her complaint and
forwarded their report to
an Assistant District Attor-
ney (DA) at the Harris
County District Attorney’s
In-take Office.

The Assistant DA rec-
ommended arresting Salas
on a Class A misdemeanor
Family Violence charge if

he was located in or near
the home where the com-
plainant lived and the as-
sault took place.

Approximately 30 min-
utes later patrol officers
observed Salas driving his
car, they pulled him over
and arrested him without
incident of resistance. He
was booked and placed in
the jail cell waiting to be
transferred to the Harris
County Jail.

“Once in the jail cell
Salas somehow unknown
to anyone tore pieces of the
cell mattress and tied
them together long enough
to go around his neck with
the other end tying it to the
upper part of the cell door.
Since his feet would not
clear the floor he took wa-
ter and wet the floor so if
during the strangulation of
himself his feet would slip
and slide and not get
enough traction to raise
him up to prevent his
death. He was determined
to kill himself,” Chief Cher-
sky said.

According to the chief
the jail mattresses used is
made of a very tough vinyl
material that cannot be
easily torn and it’s the
same type used in most all
jails including the Texas
Department of Correc-
tions. I have no idea how
he ever started a hole in it
to begin tearing it into
strips unless he may have
bit a hole in it. He had no
knife or other means to
tear or cut that type of
sturdy material.

Most jail cells do not
have cameras inside the
cell in order to provide pri-
vacy when prisoners need
to use the toilet. There was
a camera outside of Salas’s
cell pointing towards it but
by the time he was noticed
hanging himself it was too
late to rescue him. Stran-
gulation can produce un-
consciousness in 6 to 10
seconds and death in 2 to
3 minutes with a constant
pressure preventing blood
flow.

The Texas Rangers and
the Harris County District
Attorney’s Civil Rights Di-
vision investigated the
death; the Galena Park
police conducted their own
internal investigation. The
autopsy proved death was
caused by self-strangula-
tion and several narcotic
drugs were in his system.

Chief Chersky said he
and the department were

PROTESTORS in front of Galena Park Police Station last
Monday, August 19.

See PROTEST, page 8



Page 7THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2019 NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
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Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME
YOUTH MINIS-
TER
needed. Northside
Baptist Church, 317
Barbers Hill Road,
Highlands, TX 77562.
nsbchighlands.org.

33-2

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position available for

Newspaper ad sales person for the
Aldine and North Channel areas.
Set your own hours. Commission
basis means you can earn more.
Bilingual helpful. Car required.

Send resume to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

SERVICES

NEED A PROFES-
SIONAL TO
CLEAN YOUR
HOME?
UNCLUTTER YOUR
GARAGE OR ATTIC.
CALL 832-391-1643.

33-2

LEGAL NOTICES APPEAR
IN THE HIGHLANDS STAR

CROSBY COURIER,
AND THE NORTH
CHANNEL STAR.

CALL
713-266-3444

NOTICE OF EFFECTIVE TAX RATE
2019 PROPERTY TAX RATES IN HARRIS COUNTY

EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT NO. 80
This Notice concerns 2019 property tax rates for Harris County Emergency Services District No.
80.  It presents information about three (3) tax rates.  Last year's tax rate is the actual rate the taxing
unit used to determine property taxes last year.  This year's effective tax rate would impose the
same total taxes as last year if you compare properties taxed in both years.  This year's rollback tax
rate is the highest tax rate the taxing unit can set before taxpayers can start tax rollback procedures.
In each case these rates are found by dividing the total amount of taxes by the tax base (the total
value of taxable property) with adjustments as required by state law.  The rates are given per $100
of property value.

Last year's tax rate:
Last year's operating taxes $ 919,745
Last year's debt taxes $ 0.00
Last year's total taxes $ 919,745
Last year's tax base $ 1,903,050,987
Last year's total tax rate $ .04833/$100

This year's effective tax rate:
Last year's adjusted taxes
(after subtracting taxes on lost property) $ 924,298
  : This year's adjusted tax base

(after subtracting value of new property) $ 1,938,494,059

  = This year's effective tax rate $  .04768/$100
(Maximum rate unless unit publishes
notices and holds hearings)

This year's rollback tax rate:
Last year's adjusted operating taxes
(after subtracting taxes on lost property and
adjusting for any transferred function, tax
increment financing, state criminal justice
mandate, and/or enhanced indigent health care
expenditures) $ 924,298
  : This year's adjusted tax base $ 1,938,494,059
  = This year's effective operating rate $ .04768/$100
  x 1.08 = this year's maximum operating rate $ .05149/$100
  + This year's debt rate $ 0.00
  = This year's total rollback rate $ .05149/$100

Statement of Increase/Decrease
If Harris County Emergency Services District No. 80 adopts a 2019 tax rate equal to the effective tax
rate of $0.04768 per $100 of value, taxes would increase compared to 2018 taxes by $34,612.

SCHEDULE "A": Unencumbered Fund Balances
The following estimated balances will be left in the unit's property tax accounts at the end of the
fiscal year. These balances are not encumbered by a corresponding debt obligation.

Type of Property Tax Fund:       General Fund
Balance:                                        $0

SCHEDULE “B”: Current Year Debt Service

The taxing unit plans to pay the following amounts for long-term debts that are secured by property
taxes. These amounts will be paid from property tax revenues (or additional sales tax revenues, if
applicable).

2019 Debt Service: NONE

This Notice contains a summary of actual effective and rollback tax rates calculations.  You can
inspect a copy of the full calculations at:

Coveler & Peeler, P.C.
Two Memorial City Plaza
820 Gessner, Suite 1710
Houston, Texas 77024

Name of Person preparing this Notice: Nicole E. Pierce, District Counsel

Date:  August 26, 2019

Editor & Publisher..............................Gilbert Hoffman
Associate Publisher.....................Mei-Ing Liu Hoffman
Assoc. Editor/Advertising Manager.....Lewis Spearman
Assistant Editor.........................................Julieta Paita
Production Manager...........................Luis Hernandez
Asst. Production Manager............Gerardo Hernandez
Entered as Periodicals Class at Highlands Post Office, Highlands, TX 77562. Under the Act
of Congress of March 3, 1879. Published 50 weeks per year, on Thursday, by Grafikpress
Corp., 5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057. Opinions in this paper are those of the au-
thors, and not necessarily this newspaper’s. Any erroneous statement which may appear
will be corrected when brought to the attention of the publisher. Liability for errors is
limited to the reprinting of the corrected version. Submissions are encouraged, in person,
by mail, by Fax, or by email, to grafikstar@aol.com.

GRAFIKPRESS is publisher of community newspapers, including Highlands STAR-Crosby
COURIER; Barbers Hill Dayton PRESS; Northeast NEWS; North Forest NEWS, North Chan-
nel STAR. Combined circulation of these newspapers exceeds 50,000, Readership exceeds
110,000 according to industry standards. We also print dozens of school, ethnic, and
government publications on contract. Call for information to 713-977-2555.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In-county, $28.00 per year. Out of county, $35.00 per Year. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to Star-Courier, P. O. Box 405, Highlands, TX 77562

News and Ad Phones....713-977-0270
FAX Line....713-977-1188
email: grafikstar@aol.com

Member Texas Press Association

and the
USPS 244-500
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By Allan Jamail

Houston, TX. – San Ja-
cinto Memorial Park Cem-
etery, 14659 East Freeway,
Cloverleaf area. The Jacin-
to City’s Boy Scout Troop
1301 has been meeting on
weekends searching the
hundreds of acres on foot
looking for Veterans grave
markers.

On Memorial and Veter-
an’s Day flags are placed
next to the grave markers
of the Veteran’s and many
times the ground is so dry
and hard the small wood-
en stick cannot be pushed
into the ground.

The Scouts came up
with a remedy, they made
a homemade tool (see pho-
to) to push down into the
ground to make a hole
large enough to accommo-
date a small piece of plas-
tic pipe next to the grave
marker. The pipe will en-
able the small wooden
sticks attached to the USA

Scout Troop honors
fallen Veterans

flags to easily be inserted
into the pipe without
breaking the stick. The
pipes are pushed down
even with the ground not to
interfere with the grass
cutting and will last forev-
er.

Scouting is an excellent
way parents or guardians
of youth can prepare their
children for their adult life.
Scouts can earn merit
badges by completing
projects or learning about
sports, crafts, science,
trades, business, and future
careers, there’s more than
135 merit badges Scouts
may earn.

An Eagle Scout is the
high scouting achievement
rank there is and is earned
by obtaining a specified
amount of merit badges,
there’s total of 7 ranks
scouts can get. Carlos Mar-
tinez, Jr of Troop 1301 is
currently working to
achieve his Eagle Scout
rank by leading the Veter-
ans cemetery project while

the other scouts are assist-
ing him.

NC Star writer Allan
Jamail began scouting as
a Cub Scout then became
a Boy Scout, he said,
“scouting helped me in
serving my community as
city councilman, mayor
and chief of police. I
strongly encourage boys
and girls to get into scout-
ing, it’s fun, exciting, keeps
you active and learning
which will prepare you to
achieve in your adult life.”

Troop 1301 meets every
Tuesday at 10346 Fairfax
Street (Calvary Mission-
ary Baptist Church) in
Jacinto City at 7 PM.

To join Troop 1301 you
can call Scout Master Mill-
er at 832-260-8684, or Es-
panol Debbie Martinez at
832-768-2063 or Brandon
Miller at 832-260-6681. To
learn more about boy and
girl scouting or to find a
scout troop near you visit
www.scouting.org

Mustangs,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

state title. The Tigers sec-
ond half offense led by the
newly acquired running
back racked up 2 touch-
downs and a field goal for
a come-from-behind victo-
ry. The Tigers stingy de-
fense held the Mustangs
scoreless in the second
half.

Katy’s well balanced of-
fense garnered 458 total
yards, making 233 passing
yards and 225 rushing

yards. North Shore only
managed 47 rushing yards
with 181 yards passing for
a game total of 228 yards,
equaling only half of Katy’s
total offense.

Katy’s transferred Hoff
was the leading rusher
with 206 yards and a TD.
He proved to be too domi-
nant for the Mustangs de-
fense. Katy’s junior
quarterback Bronson Mc-
Clelland was the leading
passer with 233 yards and
two TD’s. Wide receiver se-
nior Jordan Patrick had 7
receptions for 169 yards
and a TD.

Photo by Allan Jamail
Mustang John Gentry scores season’s first touchdown on a
81 yard pass from quarterback Dematrius Davis.

Photo by Allan Jamail
The North Shore Mustangs enter the field to play the Katy Tigers.

In the non-district game
Mustang Coach Jon Kay
wisely limited Zach Evans,
the state’s top running
back to only 9 carries for
39 yards. They were play-
ing without one of their
best offensive player’s,
wide receiver Shadrach
Banks who might miss all
non-district games.

Katy’s Coach Gary Jo-
seph said this one game
doesn’t mean everything
but it’s a confidence boost-
er and gives the team mo-
mentum. He said it proves
the Tigers can play on a
championship level;
they’re going to build on

this win and improve their
play much more through-
out the season.

It’s likely these two
teams will go head to head
again this season, but if

they meet again it’ll be for
a deciding bid to win the
state championship. STAY
TUNED.

North Shore’s next game
is a non-conference game

with Ridge Point (Missou-
ri City, TX) on Thursday,
September 5 at 7pm, at
TDECU Stadium (Univer-
sity of Houston)

Galena Park Protest,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

sorry for the family’s
loss but because strangu-
lation death can happen so
quick he didn’t know how
it could have been prevent-
ed without placing an offic-
er constantly just outside
of his cell.

“I recommend to fami-
lies when they know of a
love one that has mental
health issues that they get
them treatment to prevent
tragedies to themselves

and others. We are always
looking for ways to im-
prove what we do and so
now we give everyone upon
booking them a basic men-
tal health questioning to
help us evaluate them,”
Chersky said.

“We’ve always trans-
ferred county prisoners to
the county jail as quickly
as possible but we can’t
leave the citizens unpro-

tected to do it, so in a small
department with few offic-
ers we have to schedule the
transferring so there’s
enough police left in the
city to protect the commu-
nity. We must make sure
our remaining officers in
the city will have sufficient
fellow officers here to sup-
port them if they get in-
volved in a dangerous
situation,” said the Chief.


