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North Channel
Chamber
Monthly
Luncheon

Friday, February 7,
2020, 11:30 a.m. at San
Jacinto College North,
5800 Uvalde Rd., Houston,
TX 77049. Speaker: Ana
Arredondo, U.S. Census
Bureau.

Galena Park ISD
to report on
District’s
Academic
Performance

The Galena Park
Independent School
District (GPISD) Board of
Trustees will hold a Public
Hearing to discuss the
District’s 2018-2019 Texas
Academic Performance
Report (TAPR).

The Public Hearing will
be held on February 10,
2020 at 5:50 p.m. at the
Galena Park I.S.D. Adminis-
tration Building, located at
14705 Woodforest Blvd.,
Houston, Texas 77015.

Therapy Dog, Page 3 Outsmarting Cancer, Page 8

Mustang’s Football Fan Appreciation Day

Sheldon ISD calls for 2020 Bond Election
Sheldon ISD school

board members who at-
tended Tuesday’s work-
shop unanimously voted to
call a May bond election in
the amount of $438.8 mil-
lion.

The majority of the bond
funds would be allocated
toward the construction of
new campuses; expansions
and renovations to existing
campuses/district facili-
ties;  and security up-
grades. Other portions of
the bond would include a

new multipurpose arena
as well as a community/
district natatorium.

“We have been experi-
encing tremendous stu-
dent growth throughout
the district over the past
few years – really over the
past decade,” Sheldon ISD
Superintendent Dr. King
Davis said. “Although most
of our student growth was
anticipated, there has been
a recent influx of signifi-
cant future developments

within our district that
most likely will impact our
student enrollment num-
bers in the near future.”

Some of these future de-
velopments Dr. Davis was
alluding to include two
new apartment complexes
(projected 378 combined
units), the new Imperial
Forest Edition near Royal-
wood Elementary (project-
e d  3 2 6  h o m e s ) ,  a n d
another proposed housing
development near Garrett

Elementary.
“According to our PE-

IMS data, Sheldon ISD’s
enrollment has increased
by approximately 734 stu-
dents since last school year
alone,” Dr. Davis said. “I
appreciate our board’s pro-
active approach to address
these current and future
capacity issues.”

Dr. Davis said the bond,
if  approved, would be
spread out into three phas-
es.

See Sheldon ISD Bond,
page 6

Sheldon ISD’s current
enrollment is 10,135 students

(an increase 734 students
from last school year). Over

the past decade, the district’s
enrollment figures have

increased by more than 32
percent – from 6,851 students
in 2010 to 10,135 students in
2020. As of Feb. 1, Sheldon
ISD’s student enrollment was

10,211.

Pictured Left to right: Pic-
tured with both the 2018 and
2019 UIL State Championship
trophies is, Mike Lykes, Chief of
Staff for Precinct 2 Commission-
er Adrian Garcia, Linda Jamail,
Community Liaison for State
Representative Ana Hernandez,
Lauren Lord, Galena Park May-
or Moya’s staff, Lucia Bates, Jus-
tice of the Peace, Dr. Angi Will-
iams, GPISD Superintendant,
Senator Carol Alvarado, Ana
Diaz, Jacinto City Mayor, Yuro-
ba Harris, Director for Congress-
woman Sylvia Garcia, Constable
Chris Diaz, Noe Esparza – GPISD
B o a r d  T r u s t e e  a n d  J o e
Stephens Justice of the Peace.
Present but not in picture, State
Representative Harold Dutton,
Constable Sherman Eagleton
and Wilfred J. Broussard, Jr. -
Board Trustee.

          Photo by Allan Jamail
Government officials and or representatives recognizing North Shore Mustang’s Coach Jon Kay,
assistant coaches and team for their UIL Class 6A Division I successful history making 2018 – 2019
back to back State Football Championships.

By Allan Jamail

Galena Park ISD Stadi-
um – Saturday, February 1,
2020 the North Shore Mus-
tangs Fan Nation came out
in the thousands to cheer
and applaud their team for
their historical successful
season.  The team has giv-
en a sense of pride to the
eastside community. In a
rematch game with the
Duncanville Panthers who
the Mustangs defeated in
2018 they once again won
31 to17 in 2019. For the
first time in the Universi-
ty Interscholastic League
(UIL) Class 6A Division I
has a team won back to
back consecutive state
championships games.

See Appreciation Day,
Page 8
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

Huffman ISD HS Band
Director, Mr. Chris Wurtz,
is proud to announce that
two Hargrave High School
band students have been
selected to perform in Tex-
as All-State Music ensem-
bles. Ian McGregor, a
Senior and pianist with the
Hargrave HS Jazz Band,
will perform with the Tex-
as All-State Jazz Ensem-
ble. Ruben Dominguez, a
Senior and trombonist
with the Hargrave HS
Honor Band, will perform
in the Texas All-State Sym-
phonic Band. TMEA All-
State Concerts will be held
in San Antonio, Saturday,
February 15, 2020 at the
Henry B. González Con-
vention Center as part of
the 2020 Texas Music Ed-
ucators Association Clinic/
Convention. McGregor and
Dominguez were chosen
for this prestigious honor
through a competitive pro-
cess held this school year
across the state at District,
Region, and Area levels.

 High school students
selected to perform in the
All-State concerts have
competed through audi-
tions to qualify at the state
level. All-State is the high-
est honor a Texas music
student can receive. 1,795
students are selected
through a process that be-
gan with over 66,800 stu-
dents from around the
state vying for this honor
to perform in one of 15 en-

Huffman ISD Students
Selected as Texas All-State
Musicians

Ruben Dominguez, a
Senior and trombonist
with the Hargrave High
School Honor Band, will
perform in the Texas All-
State Symphonic Band at
the 2020 Texas Music
Educators Association
Convention.

Ian McGregor, a Senior
and pianist with the
Hargrave High School
Jazz Band, will perform
with the Texas All-State
Jazz Ensemble at the
2020 Texas Music
Educators Association
Convention.

sembles (bands, orches-
tras, and choirs). Texas
Music Educators Associa-
tion sponsors the Texas
All-State competition. This
competitive process begins
throughout the state in
auditions hosted by 33
TMEA Regions. Individual
musicians perform select-
ed music for a panel of
judges who rank each in-
strument or voice part.
From this ranking, a select
group of musicians ad-
vances from their Region
to compete against musi-
cians from other areas in
eight TMEA Area competi-
tions. The highest-ranking

musicians judged at the
TMEA Area competitions
qualify to perform in a
TMEA All-State music
group. Only the top 2.6% of
musicians who initially
audition become All-State
musicians.

These All-State stu-
dents participate in three
days of rehearsals direct-
ed by nationally recog-
nized conductors during
the TMEA Clinic/Conven-
tion. Their performances
for thousands of attendees
bring this extraordinary
event to a close. For the All-
State concert schedule and
conductor information, go
to the Performances sec-
tion of www.tmea.org/con-
vention. The Texas Music
Educators Association is
an association of over
13,500 school music educa-
tors dedicated to promot-
ing excellence in music
education. Go to
www.tmea.org/convention
for more information. The
2020 convention will be
even more distinct because
TMEA is celebrating 100
years as a music educators
association.

✯      C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S   ✯

Babin Announces 2020
Congressional Art Competition
for Area High School Students

Intent to Participate
Application Due By Friday,
February 14, 2020

DEER PARK, TX – U.S.
Congressman Brian Babin
(TX-36) will once again
host a Congressional Art
Competition in 2020. Stu-
dents in grades 9-12 wish-
ing to participate must
reside within the 36th
Congressional District of
Texas. All entries must fol-
low the theme “Memories
of the Battleship Texas,”
and depictions may in-
clude a time the student
personally visited the

Rep. Babin with the 36th Congressional District’s 2019 Congressional Art
Competition Winner. (L to R: Tyra Baxter, Crosby ISD art teacher; Rep.
Babin; Julian Lopez, winner; and family).

U.S.S. Texas (BB-35) or of
the Battleship Texas in
combat during her tours in
the First or Second World
Wars.

Teachers or home school
students must submit an
intent to apply application
no later than Friday, Feb-
ruary 14. The first place
recipient must be able to
participate in the national
awards reception in Wash-
ington, DC. Round-trip air-
fare and accommodations
for two in Washington will
be provided.

The first place entry will

represent the 36th District
for one year in an exhibit
in the Cannon Tunnel of
the United States Capitol
Building in Washington,
DC. The second and third
place entries will be dis-
played for one year in Con-
g r e s s m a n  B a b i n ’ s
Washington and District
offices, respectively.

For more information or
to sign up, please contact
Mrs. Beverly Ferguson,
Regional Director of Com-
munity Relations, at 832-
780-0966 or by email at
tx36artcompetition@gmail.com.

Ex-Pct. 3 Cpt. Hagee
charged, out on bond

Capt. Jack Hagee, 74,
the public face for Precinct
3 Constable’s Office back
in the days of Ken Jones’
administration, has now
been arrested, charged and
has bonded out on a total
of $60,000 for aggravated
sexual assault of a child
under the age of 14 and
indecency with a child
based on an allegation of
serial incidents.

The 38 year old woman
alleged that the incidents
happened about three
times a week until she was
about 13 years old. She
says she first reported the
incidents to her aunt and
that her aunt’s husband,
Pastor John Hagee, con-
fronted Jack. The pastor
told police he then received
a confession that he had
“touched her.”

Baytown Police Depart-
ment headed the investiga-
tion and alleged the
incidents happened be-
tween 1989 until 1997. The
woman reported the
crimes in 2018 but she in-
dicates they happened be-
tween her ages of 5 years
old and 13. Hagee was her
adoptive father. The stat-
ute of limitations in Texas
was once 10 years after the
victim’s 18 birthday but

legislation changed all that
in 2007.

Hagee has not made a
statement to police con-
cerning the allegations.

Hagee worked for the
Constable’s office back in
the days of James Douglas
and was promoted when
Ken Jones took office in
2000. He came to work for
Precinct 3 back in 1980
and was there until Con-
stable Sherman Eagleton
won the office in 2015 mi-
nus some time in 2012. All
this time employed with-
out a serious record blem-
ish.

According to Ken Jones
who is running against Ea-
gleton for his former posi-
tion, “Jack Hagee never
exhibited any signs – nor
has there ever any infor-

mation received by me
that he was ever engaged
in any type of criminal con-
duct, much less the hei-
nous types of offenses for
which he now stands
charged.”

Hagee appeared Mon-
day before a Harris Coun-
ty District Court judge. An
emergency protection or-
der barring Hagee from
leaving Texas, going near
schools or contact with the
victim or her family was
issued.

His bond totalled
$65,000. Aggravated as-
sault charge drew $40,000
and an indecency was
$25,000.

Jack Hagee’s attorney,
Michael Turner, said de-
cades-old allegations can
be challenging. The allega-
tions and chains of evi-
dence will make this a
difficult case for whatever
verdict arises according to
attorneys.

“As you know, cases like
this that are filed 20 to 30
years later are very diffi-
cult,” Turner said. “These
charges were just filed last
week, so we have a lot of
investigating to do. We’re
looking forward to having
our day in court.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS

PASADENA – The Tex-
as Board of Nursing (BON)
approved San Jacinto Col-
lege’s new Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Nursing
(RN-to-BSN) program
Thursday, January 23,
2020, clearing the way for
the College to launch its
first baccalaureate degree
in fall 2020.

 The program was previ-
ously approved by the Tex-
as Higher Education
Coordinating Board (TH-
ECB) and by the Southern
Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on
Colleges (SACSCOC).

“We’re excited to launch
this new program and to be
able to provide a vital next
step for registered nurses
with an associate degree
working in the health care
industry,” said Dr. Brenda
Hellyer, San Jacinto Col-
lege Chancellor. “San Jac
has been a nursing educa-
tor for more than 50 years
and we’re excited to ex-
pand our credentialing tra-
jectory to help meet the
needs of our local hospital
partners and our health
care graduates now look-
ing to further their educa-
tion.”

Developed with input
from a BSN advisory com-
mittee comprised of area
hospitals, San Jac’s new
program is designed for
working registered nurses
(RNs) seeking profession-
al growth, enhanced mar-
ketability, and
opportunities to specialize

in advanced practice.
According to the Ameri-

can Association of Colleg-
es of Nursing, an estimated
44 percent of health care
organizations require new
nurses to hold a BSN de-
gree, and nearly 80 percent
of health care employers
prefer BSN graduates.

 “At San Jac, associate
degree nursing is our
launching pad, not our
landing pad,” said Dr.
Veronica Jammer, San
Jac’s new RN-to-BSN de-
partment chair. “BSN is
really the natural next
step.”

 This next step has been
nearly 10 years in the
making, as San Jacinto
College formed advisory
committees and began
planning the path to offer-
ing a baccalaureate pro-
gram on the heels of a 2010
Institute of Medicine
(IOM) report, which high-
lighted necessary changes
in the evolving health care
industry and recommend-
ed 80 percent of RNs
should hold BSN degrees
by 2020.

The 2017 Texas Legisla-
ture also recognized the
growing demand for nurs-
es with higher credentials
and authorized communi-
ty colleges to offer work-
force-related bachelor’s
degree programs—includ-
ing BSN—which accelerat-
ed San Jac’s efforts to help
meet the workforce needs.

 Dr. Rhonda Bell, Cen-
tral Campus dean of

health and natural scienc-
es, said San Jacinto Col-
lege has always listened
and responded to area
workforce needs, but the
BSN team also designed
the program to answer the
call of busy RNs.

 “We’re nurses. We know
how it is to juggle families,
school, and work,” Dr. Bell
said. “From the very begin-
ning, we made sure not to
lose that vision. We want
the nurses in this commu-
nity to have the opportuni-
ty to return to school, but
we also want the school to
meet them where they
are.”

 San Jac’s BSN classes
will cost the same low tu-
ition rate as the College’s
other credit courses. The
hybrid program will build
on working RNs’ experi-
ence through eight-week
courses that combine in-
person and distance learn-
ing. The program will
concentrate on community
health nursing, nursing
research, public and global
health policy, informatics,
and leadership, and will
culminate in a capstone
project, requiring students
to determine a community
health need, collect data,
and design a project to
meet that need.

 The application period
for the first cohort will be
March 16 to June 30, 2020.

 For more information
about San Jacinto Col-
lege’s new BSN program,
visit sanjac.edu/bsn.

San Jacinto College launches
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Local youth scrambles to a win
at Fort Worth Stock Show

Samantha Doerr, a member of Sheldon FFA, caught a calf during the 2020 Fort Worth
Stock Show & Rodeo’s Calf Scramble, earning a $500 purchase certificate for a show heifer
and the chance for up to $16,000 in scholarship awards. The certificate, presented by
Stock Show Calf Scramble Committee Chairman, Paxton Motheral, was sponsored by Doug
and Betty Wolf, In Memory of Lois Luig. Samantha Doerr’s parents are Michael Doerr and
Angela McGehee.
Samantha Doerr will use the purchase certificate toward the cost of a heifer for a 4-H or
FFA project that she will raise and exhibit at next year’s Forth Worth Stock Show & Rodeo.

Paul Harris awards presented
by North Shore Rotary

Pictured are newly christened Paul Harris Fellows for North Shore Rotary. Members Doug
Hughes, Adrian Silva and Greg Ollis are joined by honorary Paul Harris Fellows Dois Sutton
and Stephen Shoemaker. District Governor Gary Gillen and Donald Nino made the
presentations. The recognition took place at Holiday Inn East-Channelview last Thursday,
January 30, 2020.

In January, Galena Park
I.S.D (GPISD) middle
school students visited the
Ag Facility for the first an-
nual (Career and Technical
Education) CTE Universi-
ty. Approximately 1,750
eighth grade students from
Cunningham Middle
School, North Shore Mid-
dle School, Galena Park
Middle School, Woodlands
Acres Middle School and
the Center for Success
(CFS) attended CTE Uni-
versity to learn about the
different programs offered
to high school students.

This event was designed
for eighth grade students
to learn about the different
CTE program offerings,
along with JROTC and
Fine Arts. For two hours,
eighth graders visited
booths set up in the Ag
Facility to find out more
about various CTE oppor-
tunities.

Over 175 high school
students and 45 teachers
from Galena Park High
School, North Shore 9th
Grade Center, North Shore
10th Grade Center and

Galena Park ISD host first-ever CTE University

North Shore Senior High
provided eighth graders
with many hands-on activ-
ities some of which includ-
ed cooking, changing tires,
interacting with robots,
learning how to give a
manicure and exploring
the inside of an ambulance.

 “Students are getting
their hands dirty; they are
smelling what food is like
when being prepared by a
chef and working on a car
with mechanics,” Dr. Mar-
ley Morris, CTE Director,
remarked.

Opportunities like CTE
University are designed to
spark the interest of eighth
graders to pursue careers
in the medical field, weld-
ing, culinary, architecture,
education or law. These
students are the future of
our community and Gale-
na Park I.S.D. is deter-
mined to help them be
successful inside and out-
side of the classroom.

We would like to thank
Community Bank of Texas
for sponsoring this event.

A student explores the different programs CTE offers.
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Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott on Jan. 30 com-
mented on a White House
briefing about actions to
stem the transmission of
novel coronavirus in the
United States.

Speakers at the briefing
concerning the outbreak of
the new respiratory illness
that originated in Wuhan,
China, included U.S. De-
partment of Health and
Human Services Secretary
Alex Azar, Robert Redfield,
director of the Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention and Anthony Fau-
ci, director of the National
Institute of Allergy and In-
fectious Diseases at the
National Institutes of
Health.

"The State of Texas is
continuing to collaborate
with our local, state and
federal partners as up-
dates come in on the sta-
tus of the coronavirus,"
Abbott said. "Our local
communities will have the
resources they need to re-
spond to any potential cas-
es of the coronavirus in
their area, and we remain
committed to ensuring the
health and safety of all
Texans."

On Jan. 27, Abbott met
with state health and
emergency management
officials for a briefing on
the same topic. "The Lone
Star State will remain vig-
ilant to protect the health
and safety of all Texans,"
Abbott said.

The Texas Department
of State Health Services is
working with local health
departments to assess peo-
ple with respiratory illness
and recent travel to the
province of Hubei, China,
for possible 2019 novel
coronavirus testing.

The DSHS said travel-
ers should monitor them-
selves for symptoms and
contact their health care
provider if they develop fe-
ver, cough or shortness of
breath within 14 days of
being in Hubei. The agen-
cy urged Texas health care
professionals to ask pa-
tients with respiratory
symptoms about their
travel history and contact
their local or regional
health department if they
think a patient may have
novel coronavirus. The
state had not posted the

Abbott joins officials in
response to virus
originating in China

number of diagnosed cas-
es of the disease in Texas
as of Feb. 2.

The U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention says the best way
to prevent infection is to
take precautions to avoid
exposure to novel coro-
navirus — precautions
which are similar to those
the agency recommends to
avoid influenza.

Abbott attends
signing

Gov. Abbott on Jan. 29
joined President Donald
Trump for the United
States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement ceremonial bill
signing in Washington,
D.C.

The agreement, Abbott
said, modernizes the 25-
year-old North American
Free Trade Agreement
“and will support mutual-
ly beneficial trade leading
to freer markets, fairer
trade and robust econom-
ic growth in North Ameri-
ca.”

It is estimated that the
USMCA will have a posi-
tive impact of $17.6 billion
on Texas' annual gross
product and create
164,700 new jobs in the
state, according to Decem-
ber 2019 projections from
the Waco-based Perryman
Group. The USMCA also
allows Texas increased ac-
cess to trade with Mexico
and Canada, the state's
two largest export part-
ners, according to the gov-
ernor's office.

Law aids in
unsolved cases

The Texas Department
of Public Safety on Jan. 30
said law enforcement
agencies have identified
suspects in more than 45
unsolved cases thanks in
part to the implementa-
tion of House Bill 1399,
the Krystal Jean Baker
Act.

The new law, which
took effect Sept. 1, 2019,

authorizes the collection of
DNA samples from individ-
uals charged with certain
felonies and compares the
samples through the Com-
bined DNA Index System
database in an effort to
clear unsolved cases.

"By allowing us to collect
and enter DNA evidence
from offenders in a much
quicker time frame, we are
able to make a critical con-
nection to previous crimes
committed by the same of-
fender. We are aiming to
stop these criminals from
committing any other vio-
lent acts against innocent
people," said DPS Director
Steven McCraw.

According to the DPS,
Baker was 13 years old
when she was abducted,
sexually assaulted and
killed in 1996. DNA evi-
dence was collected at the
time of her death but no ar-
rests were made. In 2010,
the perpetrator was arrest-
ed on an unrelated charge
in Louisiana. DNA taken at
the time of the arrest
linked him to Baker's mur-
der and he ultimately
pleaded guilty.

New tax guide
is released

The Texas Comptroller's
office on Jan. 27 announced
its release of “A Field Guide
to the Taxes of Texas” — a
report providing an over-
view of Texas' major state
taxes.

Every year, the state col-
lects billions in state taxes
and fees, federal receipts
and other sources of reve-
nue. The funds are used to
pay for all of the responsi-
bilities of state govern-
ment, including the
education of more than 5
million public school stu-
dents and the provision of
health insurance for more
than 4 million low-income
Texans, said state Comp-
troller Glenn Hegar.

The publication, which
can be downloaded free of
charge from the website,
comptro l ler. texas.gov,
shows:

—How major taxes have
contributed to state reve-
nue during the past 10
years;

—Future revenue esti-
mates, exemption value es-
timates and tax allocations;
and

—Links to other resourc-
es about state taxes.

AG: Letter to school dis-
tricts

School districts must re-
frain from spending public
funds to advocate for or
against political candi-
dates, said Texas Attorney
General Ken Paxton in a
Jan. 28 mailing to school
districts across the state.

Included in the mailing
were educational materials
detailing the importance of
the role of educators in the
civic process and providing
guidelines for legally and
effectively leading both em-
ployees and students
through the 2020 election.

Dear Rusty: I am
currently 63 years old and
planning to delay retirement
until 70 to maximize my
benefit. I’ve been seeing a lot
of financial planners
advertising claims that you
can lose thousands of dollars
in benefits if you don’t “file
properly.” Is there really
anything more to it than
simply applying for benefits
when you are ready to
retire? Do I really need to
pay a financial advisor just
to tell me how to apply to get
the most benefits? Signed:
Skeptical

Dear Skeptical: Nearly all
the advertisements you see
using language like that
have an underlying purpose
of trying to sell you some-
thing – usually a book, a
subscription, or financial
services. The phrase “losing
thousands if you don’t file
properly” are very generic
words meant to lure you into
contacting them so they can
sell something to you.
Reality is that “filing
properly” means simply
choosing the right age to file
for benefits given your
specific personal circum-
stances. And personal
circumstances are different
for everyone. There aren’t
any tricks in the filing
process itself – it’s really
quite straightforward, and
you can get all your Social
Security filing questions
answered here at The AMAC
Foundation’s Social Security
Advisory Service. Our staff
of Social Security Advisors
are fully trained and
certified by the National
Social Security Association
(NSSA®), and we have years
of experience on this
complex topic. We provide
Social Security information
and answers to several
thousand people each year,
without a fee because we are
a not-for-profit entity
operating only on donations.
And contacting us is easy at
either
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org,
or 1.888.750.2622.

As for when you should
file, everyone’s personal
situation is different, and
your marital status should
always be considered. But as
an individual, waiting until

age 70 will give you the
maximum benefit available
to you. If you are now 63,
your age 70 benefit will be
29.3% more than it would be
at your full retirement age of
66 years and 4 months, and
about 65% more than you’d
get at age 64. And provided
you are in good health and
expect at least average
longevity (about 84) not only
will your monthly payment
be more, but you’ll collect
more in cumulative lifetime
benefits by waiting. And
here’s an extra bonus – if
you are married and you
predecease your wife, her
survivor benefit will be
based upon that larger
amount you were receiving
because you delayed
claiming. If she has reached
her full retirement age, as
your widow your wife will
get 100% of your actual
benefit. But if you were to
claim earlier, your wife’s
survivor benefit would be
based on that smaller
amount.

The answer to your
specific question is that
there is no magical way to
apply for benefits once you
determine the age at which
you wish to file. You can file
by calling the Social
Security Administration
directly, either at their
general number
(1.800.772.1213) or your
local office (find it at
www.ssa.gov/locator), or you
can also file online at
www.ssa.gov/retire. Filing
online is by far the easiest
and most efficient way to
complete and submit your
application for benefits.

This article is intended for
information purposes only and
does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpretations
of the AMAC Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association (NSSA). NSSA and
the AMAC Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Security
Administration or any other
governmental entity. To submit
a question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-
advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Ask Rusty – About
Warnings to Make
Sure I “file properly”

 “This is ‘bout the best time of
year,” said Steve, “to get out and
do something fun, like go to a
rodeo.”

   “Awful cold out there right
now, Steve,” said Doc, who has
more degrees than a thermome-
ter. “I guess it’s a good thing they
have all those building rodeos
these days.”

  “Well, that would take all the
sport out of it, wouldn’t it?” Steve
said. “Dud, pass the sugar
please.”

  Dud passed the sugar.
“Don’t know what you mean,
Steve. Why would it take all the
sport out of rodeo if the folks in
the stands were comfortable?”

  “Cold factor,” he said.
  “What?”
  Now Steve was our resident

cowboy here at the Mule Barn
truck stop’s philosophy counter.
He still worked on ranches and
lived in bunkhouses and saddled
his horses one at a time, but his
rodeo days were far behind him.
It’s a sport with a very short
career … one way or another.

  “You see,” Steve said,
“when it’s cold, the rough stock
bucks harder … ‘specially the
broncs. Not sure why, but you
can see it even with broke
horses. On a cold morning,
they’re liable to hump their backs
and hop a few times just for fun,
or to shake out the kinks. Same
with rodeo broncs. With them, I
think it’s just more fun, though.”

  “Well, I can see where
watching broncs in cold weather
would make it more fun to
watch,” Doc said.

  “That’s only half of it,” Steve
said, grinning. “Those poor
cowboys who ride them are cold
and stiff, too. Doesn’t help much
with riding rank stock. And that’s
the reason it’s more fun to watch
a rodeo in cold weather. It tends
to rain frozen cowboys.”

--------
Brought to you by Ol’ Jimmy

Dollar, Slim’s children’s book
about a happy hounddog man
and his “kids.” See it at
riograndebooks.com.

OIG Is VA's
Watchdog---

Since 2012, the Office of
Inspector General for the
Department of Veterans Affairs
has saved us $1.4 billion. They
do this by showing up unan-
nounced to do inspections,
audits, reviews, assessments or
investigations. They scrutinize
paperwork, conduct interviews
and get to the bottom of what's
going on.

The recent inspection of a
facility estimated that the VA was
about to spend $261 million over
the next five years on sleep
apnea devices that veterans
weren't using. Veterans were
given the devices and only half
were being used, with no staff
follow-up.

The OIG recommendation
was to loan the devices to
veterans instead and keep track
of the usage. This move is
expected to save $39 million per
year for the sleep apnea devices
and $12 million per year for the
supplies.

The VA has been spending
$450 million, split between four
vendors, on contracts for
medical and surgical supplies on
the East coast. Because
supplies of this nature must be
delivered on time every time, the
OIG dug around to see if
anybody in the VA was keeping
an eye on what was being
delivered. In addition, the
supplier was to report monthly
about the order fulfillment levels.
So what did the OIG discover:
that nobody in VA was watching
and the vendors were using
funny math to report their
deliveries. Correct orders only
were received 40% of the time.
This calculated to $16.8 million
in incorrect payments made to
vendors in one year.

The OIG also looked at
undelivered orders in a different
investigation. Specifically, had
prices changed between
ordering and the delivery? Were
the items still needed? Should
the orders be canceled? Could
the money be spent elsewhere?
If budgeted money isn't spent in
a fiscal year, it gets erased and
vanishes. OIG discovered that
$132 million could have been
spent elsewhere had anyone
been paying attention to
undelivered orders.

I still say, whatever the OIG's
budget is, double it. We'll still
come out ahead.

✯
STARLITE

By Gil Hoffman, Publisher

A terrible trip, thanks
to a terrible TxDOT

I drive a lot around
Harris County, to cover
the stories and people
that fill the columns of
this newspaper. One of
the most common trips I
take is from my office in
the Galleria area, to
Highlands and Channel-
view. Usually with
normal traffic this trip
takes my about 35-40
minutes. With really bad
traffic it can take over an
hour.

But this Saturday, my
normal trip turned into a
nightmare, which I blame
on the poor management
or stupidity of TxDOT,
the Texas transportation
agency.

You see, that trip
turned into a journey of
over 4 hours, most of it
spent sitting in a traffic
jam in Channelview, with
no movement at all of the
cars and trucks.

A TxDOT contractor

was installing stripes
between lanes on the I-10
bridge, and had closed
two lanes. Only one lane
was open to traffic and
the three normal lanes
plus entrance ramps from
the frontage road made
the road full of vehicles.

TxDOT could have
accomplished the work by
closing only one lane, and
helping hapless drivers
by posting an electric sign
that there was a serious,
4 hour delay ahead. Or
how about some traffic
control and restricting
the entrance ramp traffic?
Or how about scheduling
the work at night or time
of day with less traffic?

It seems that TxDOT
doesn’t care much about
the public, and the
hardships they suffer by
so much construction
around the county.

What’s your opinion or
experience? Write to me.
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Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Call
GRAFIKSHOP
for printing quotes
713-977-2555

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

Select Services:
Personal Care
Social Outlings
Respite Care
24 hr. Care

In-Hospital Sitting
Post-Surgical
    Assistance
Pet & Plant Care
Light Housework
Meal Preparation
Transportation

MONICA NELSON
COMMUNITY LIASON

346-216-8872
mnelson@sigselect.com
606 Rollingbrook Dr. #2G

Baytown, TX 77521
832-695-2328

CHURCH LISTINGS
Crosby, Highlands, Huffman,
Baytown

ANGLICAN CHURCH
• Church of the Resurrection,
meeting at Crosby Brethren
Church, 5202 1st Street, Cros-
by. 832-661-9693.
APOSTOLIC CHURCH
• First Apostolic Church of High-
lands, 1211 S. Main St. High-
lands. 281-426-4133
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
• Crosby Gospel Assembly, 633
Kenning Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
2516
• First Assembly of God, 406 N.
Magnolia St., Highlands, 281-
426-3170
• Gospel Lighthouse, 8218
John Martin Rd., Baytown, 281-
421-1168
BAPTIST
• Calvary Baptist, 2217 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3409
• Highlands Baptist, 111 E. Ca-
nal Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
2470
• Northeast Freeway Baptist,
1635 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2723
• Unity Baptist, 2625 Broad Dr.,
Highlands, 281-426-4223
• Iglesia Bautista Comunidad,
5323 Highway 90, Crosby, 281-
421-9810. “Venid y te Harem-
os Bien”
BAPTIST-Missionary
• Antioch Missionary Baptist,
2500 Harris St., Highlands,
281-426-6565.
•  First Missionary Baptist
Church, 301 Cypress Avenue,
Crosby, 281-462-7634.
• Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist,
315 Nod, Crosby, 281-328-
4650
• True Vine Missionary Baptist,
404 Oak Ave., Crosby, 281-
328-7637
• Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church,  12418 Crosby Rd.,
Crosby, 281-328-1851
BAPTIST-Southern
• First Baptist- Crosby, 615
Runneberg Rd.,Crosby, 281-
328-2564
• First Baptist- Highlands, N.
Magnolia at Wallisville, High-
lands, 281-426-4551
• First Baptist- Huffman, 25503
FM 2100, Huffman, 281-324-
1888
• Northside Baptist, 317 Bar-
bers Hil l Rd., Highlands,
nsbchighlands.org
• Second Baptist, 400 E. Wall-
isville Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
5557
• Crosby New Hope Baptist
Church, 18319 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-6086
BRETHREN
• Crosby Brethren, 5202 1st St.,
Crosby, 281-328-2442
CATHOLIC
• Holy Family, 7122 Whiting
Rock, Baytown, 281-426-8448
• Sacred Heart, 915 Runneberg
Rd., Crosby, 281-328-4871

• St. Martin De Porres, 12606
FM 2100, Crosby, 281-328-
4451
• St. Jude Thaddeus, 800 S.
Main St. , Highlands, 281-843-
2422
• St. Phillip the Apostle, 2308
3rd St.,Huffman, 281-324-1478
CHURCH OF CHRIST
• Crosby Church of Christ, 3737
Hwy 90, Crosby, 281-328-3496
• Highlands Church of Christ,
214 Clear Lake Rd., Highlands,
281-426-2742
• Barrett Station Church of
Christ, 281-328-7882
CHURCH OF GOD
• First Pentecostal Church of
God, 1328 Old Atascocita,
Huffman, 281-324-1518
• Harvest Time Church of God,
495 S. Diamondhead Blvd.,
Crosby, 281-462-8060
CHURCH OF GOD
IN CHRIST
• Mt. Rose Church of God in
Christ, 13000 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-1314
EPISCOPAL
• Church of the Resurrection,
5202 Churhc St., Crosby.
INDEPENDENT
• Crosby Church, 5725 Hwy 90,
Crosby and 30673 Huffman
Cleveland Rd., Huffman, 281-
328-1310
• Huffman Church, 1707 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3705
• New Covenant of Faith,
12217 Holly Rd., Crosby, 281-
328-1315
• Restoration House, 1609
Jones Rd., Highlands, 281-
843-4000
• Son Harvest, 2027 FM 1942,
Crosby, 281-543-2860.
LUTHERAN
• Our Shepherd, 19704 FM
2100, Huffman, 281-324-2422
METHODIST
• Crosby United Methodist,
1334 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2616
• Highlands United Methodist,
107 W. Houston St., Highands,
281-426-3614
• Lake Houston United Meth-
odist, 23606 FM 2100, Huff-
man, 281-324-1541
NON DENOMINATION

• Lifepoint Church, 9235 North
Highway 146, Baytown, Tx.
77523.  281-576-5452.
UNITED PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH

• Pentecostals of Crosby502
Pine at Hwy 90 Crosby, TX
77532(281) 328-5054. Sunday
10 AM. Wednesday 7 PM. Pas-
tor Kerry D. Lee

Channelview, Jacinto City,
Galena Park, Houston

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
•Galena Park Assembly of

God, 1211 2nd. St., Galena
Park, TX. 713-455-0836.
BAPTIST
•New Life Baptist Church of
East Houston, 18570 Van
Road, Houston, 77049. 281-
456-0082
•Second Baptist Church, 1913
18th. St., Galena Park, TX. 713-
672-9232.
•Second Baptist Church, 10501
Muscatine, Jacinto City, TX.
713-674-8463.
•St. Matthew Baptist Church,
119 Fidelity, Houston, TX. 713-
674-0062.
•First Baptist Church, 1505 1st.
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-455-
1261.
•Macedonia Baptist Church,
1230 Maxnie Street, Houston,
TX. 77049. 713-674-6607.
BAPTIST-Southern
•Dell Dale Avenue Baptist
Church, 402 Dell Dale Avenue,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
3704.
•South Drive Baptist Church,
15229 South Drive, Channel-
view, TX. 77530. 281-452-
4500.
•First Baptist Church of Jacinto
City, 10701 Wiggins, Jacinto
City, TX 77029. 713-672-2802.
•Beaumont Place Baptist
Church, 13101 Ivydale Street,
Houtson, TX. 77049.
•First Baptist Church of Gale-
na Park, 206 Woofle St., 77547.
713-455-1261.
CATHOLIC
•St. Andrew Roman Catholic
Church, 827 Sheldon Rd.,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
9865.
•Our Lady of Fatima, 1705 8th
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-675-
0981.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
•Church of Christ, 15821 2nd
St., Channelview, TX. 713-826-
2884.
•Channelview Church of Christ,
1301 Sheldon Rd., Channel-
view, Tx. 281-452-7129.
•Galena Park Church of Christ,
301 Holland Ave, Galena Park,
TX. 713-455-0826.
EPISCOPAL
•St. Timothy’s Episcopal
Church, 13125 Indianapolis St.,
Houston, 713-451-2909.
HOLINESS
•Bible Missionary Church,
10246 Fairfax St., Jacinto City.
713-671-3500.
METHODIST
•Old River Terrace United Meth-
odist Church, 16102 East Free-
way, Channelview, TX.
281-452-2861.
•Jacinto City United Methodist,
10730 Wiggins, Houston, TX.
713-673-7132.
•Holy Trinity United Methodist,
13207 Orleans St., Houston,
Tx. 713-453-7203.

For corrections or new listings,
call 713-266-3444

Northside Baptist
Church of Highlands hon-
ored Gene Littlejohn for
over 30 years of music min-
istry at Northside.  The
church secretly raised a
love offering and present-
ed it to him on January 26,
2020.  The offering was
more than enough for Gene
to purchase what he had
wanted for some time, a
Fender guitar, case, strap,
and picks.  In appreciation,
Gene wrote the following
letter:

Dear NSBC Family,
Words cannot express

how humbled I am by your
generous gift.  I have en-
joyed being a part of the
music ministry at North-
side very much.  It truly
does not seem like 30 years
have passed since I began
leading the music.

You have blessed me
with a beautiful Fender
Telecaster guitar and I am
enjoying it every day.  I will
use it to praise and wor-
ship God as long as He lets
me live on this earth!  I
think of you all each time
I look at or pick it up to
play.  Again there are not
enough words to express

Ruby Faye Bryant

Ruby Faye Bryant, 75,
passed away January 21,
2020 in Houston, Texas.
Ruby was born in Houston
on December 7, 1944 to
parents Nora Faye (Rep-
pond) and Sterling Truman
Bryant, Sr. She was a
proud member of TOPS TX
914. Ruby enjoyed fishing,
golfing and spending times
outdoors. She also loved
riding horses and was a
long time member of the
trail-riders.

Ruby is preceded in
death by her parents; and
brother, Joseph Gary Bry-
ant. Ruby is lovingly sur-
vived by her sister and
brothers, Shirley Ann Bry-

Milton Lynn
Rudek

Milton Lynn Rudek, 84,
passed away January 30,
2020 at his home in Hous-
ton, Texas. Milton was born
on August 29, 1935 in
Bremond, Texas o parents
Marion and Valera (Tho-
mas) Rudek. He proudly
served his country in the
United States Naval Con-
struction Battalions, better
known as the Navy Sea-
bees.

Milton married the true
love of his life, Thelma
Ruth (Hocutt) on July 1,
1959 and they enjoyed 60
years together until her
passing in September of
last year. He was a mem-
ber of the North Shore
Masonic Lodge #1353. Mil-
ton retired from the U.S.
Postal Service after 40
years of dedicated service.

Asa Robert Hearn

Asa Robert Hearn, “Asa
Bob”, 73, a lifetime resi-
dent of Crosby, passed
away on Monday, January
27, 2020. He was born on
June 16, 1946 in Baytown,
Texas to Wilbur Asa Hearn
and Myrth Fore Hearn. He
married the love of his life
Wilma Stasney Hearn and
they had two sons, Blane
and Coy. Asa Bob worked
for Exxon for 18 years and
retired in 2001.

Asa Bob loved baseball,
car racing, and going hunt-
ing. He was stubborn at
times but always giving
and friendly. He was not a
fancy guy but rather a sim-
ple man. He was well liked
and was known to joke
around. Most will remem-
ber him for recording ev-
erything and carrying a
video camera on his shoul-
der. Asa Bob was a very
special man who will be
missed by all who knew
and loved him.

Northside Baptist honors Gene
Littlejohn’s 30 years service

Gene Littlejohn and his Fender Telecaster guitar.

how grateful I am.
Love Eternally,
Gene Littlejohn

Northside invites every-
one to attend next Sunday
at 11am to hear Littlejohn
sing and play that brand

new guitar.  Northside is
located at 317 Barbers Hill
Road, Highlands, TX
77562,  nsbchighlands.org.
Northside’s worship is
more on the traditional
side; services last about an
hour; dress is casual.

He is preceded in death
by his parents, Wilbur and
Myrth Hearn.

Asa Bob is survived by
his wife of 52 years, Wilma
Hearn; sons, Blane Hearn
and wife Carol, and Coy
Hearn and wife Heidi;
brother, Darrell Hearn;
grandchildren, Hunter
Hearn and fiancé Amanda
Gooch, Carlan Hearn, and
Maggie Hearn; and a host
of extended family and
friends.

A visitation for family
and friends will be held
from 5:00p.m. until

8:00p.m. on Thursday, Jan-
uary 30, 2020 at Sterling-
White Funeral Home.
Services will be held at
10:00a.m. on Friday, Jan-
uary 31, 2020, at Sterling-
White Funeral Home with
interment in Sterling-
White Cemetery. Arrange-
ments entrusted to
Sterling-White Funeral
Home 11011 Crosby-
Lynchburg Rd. Highlands,
Texas 77562.

In lieu of flowers, the
family asks donations be
made in Asa Bob’s memo-
ry to the

Alzheimer’s Association
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 7 2 - 3 9 0 0 ,
www.alz.org or to CUIC
Churches United In Car-
ing, 944 Church Street,
281-328-3178.

ant, Gene Lynn Bryant,
Sterling Truman Bryant,
Jr.; as well as numerous
nieces, nephews, extended
family members and
friends.

Friends are welcome to
join the family for visita-
tion from 5:00 PM to 8:00
PM on Thursday, January

23rd at Carter-Conley Fu-
neral Home. Funeral ser-
vices will be held at 10:00
AM Friday, January 24,
2020 in the chapel of Cart-
er-Conley Funeral Home.
Graveside services will
immediately follow at
11:30 AM at San Jacinto
Memorial Park under the
direction of Carter-Conley
Funeral Home.

13701 Corpus Christi St.,
Houston, TX  77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com

STERLING ~ WHITE
FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY

281-426-3555

11011 Crosby-Lynchburg Rd.
Highlands, TX 77562

He was also a member of
Channelview Church of
Christ where he treasured
the fellowship of his
church family as well.

Milton is preceded in
death by his parents; and
wife, Thelma Rudek. He is
lovingly survived by his
children, Wendell Rudek
and wife Rhonda, Rhonda
Wilke and husband Keith,
Tracy Bell and husband
Ken, Roger Rudek and wife

Laura; 9 grandchildren; 4
great-grandchildren; as
well as numerous extend-
ed family members and
friends. Funeral services
officiated by pastor Doug
Rainbolt will be held at 12
noon Wednesday, February
5, 2020, with friends wel-
come after 10:00 A.M. for
visitation before the ser-
vice, in the chapel of Cart-
er-Conley Funeral Home.
Graveside services with
military honors will follow
at 1:30 P.M. at San Jacin-
to Memorial Park Ceme-
tery under the direction of
Carter-Conley Funeral
Home.

13701 Corpus Christi St.,
Houston, TX  77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com

OBITUARIES
✯

Although its’ difficult today to see beyond the
sorrow, may looking back in memory help comfort

you tomorrow.
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ASK THE EXPERT

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR
5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057

713-266-3444 • FAX (713) 977-1188
email: northchannelstar@gmail.com
website: www.northchannelstar.com
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HOUSTON, Jan. 24,
2020 – Fortune Magazine
released its annual list of
“World’s Most Admired
Companies.” For the third
consecutive year, Lyon-
dellBasell (NYSE: LYB),
who operates the Houston
Refinery, Bayport, Chan-
nelview and La Porte man-
ufacturing facilities in the
greater Houston area,
made the list. The compa-
ny is ranked 5th when
compared to its chemical
industry peers and is
viewed as having one of the
strongest  reputations
across a variety of indus-
try sectors.

 “To achieve this level of
distinction requires a ded-
icated team who has a re-
l e n t l e s s  f o c u s  o n
operational excellence, de-
livering on our commit-
ments, and being deeply
rooted in the communities
where we live and work,”
said LyondellBasell senior
vice president, Americas
manufacturing, Michael
VanDerSnick. “I’m proud
to work with such a won-
derful group of people who
live the core values every
day and deliver on what we
all know is possible.”

 Fortune Magazine’s
“World’s Most Admired”
list identifies the world’s
most respected companies,
as ranked by peers, board
members and financial ad-
visors on the company’s
performance in nine key
areas. These include the
ability to attract and re-
tain talent, the quality of
management, social re-
sponsibility, innovation,
quality of products and
services, use of corporate
assets, financial sound-
ness, long-term invest-
ment value and global
competitiveness.

Locally in 2019, Lyon-
dellBasell continued the
construction of its Propy-
lene Oxide / Tertiary Bu-
tyl Alcohol (PO/TBA) plant
which will be located at the
company’s Bayport and
Channelview manufactur-
ing sites. The company cel-
e b r a t e d  i t s  5 0 t h
anniversary at Bayport

LyondellBasell makes “World’s
Most Admired Companies”
list third consecutive year

and 60th Anniversary at
La Porte. In conjunction
with the celebrations, Ly-
ondellBasell partnered
with local officials to plant
trees along city highways
and donated books to area
schools. Finally, local Ly-
ondellBasell colleagues
joined their global counter-
parts in the company’s
worldwide community ser-
vice initiative – Global
Care Day. This day of care
provided:

ß La Porte’s Today’s
Harbor for Children land-
scaping and new plants;

ß Pasadena’s Richey El-
ementary with park bench-
es and picnic tables and
Armand Bayou Nature
Center with trail fencing;
and

ß Channelview’s com-
munity, including The Rio
Villa neighborhood, bene-
f i t ed  f rom a  c l eanup
project along Sheldon
Road.

 Globally in 2019, Lyon-
dellBasell:

- played a leadership
r o l e  i n  c r e a t i n g  a n d
launching the first global,
cross-value chain Alliance
to End Plastic Waste;

- collaborated with Sam-
sonite to create a suitcase
collection made of 100 per-
cent post-consumer plastic
waste provided through
our Quality Circular Poly-
mers joint venture with
SUEZ;

- advanced our molecu-
lar recycling capabilities
and announced the con-
struction of a small-scale
pilot plant in Ferrara, Ita-
ly to convert post-consum-
er  p last i c  waste  into
feedstock;

- successfully produced
plastics at commercial
scale using sustainable
bio-based raw materials,
such as waste and residue
oils in collaboration with
Neste; and

- announced Memoran-
da of Understanding to
form two joint ventures in
China which will produce
chemicals used in a variety
of applications including
construction materials,
packaging and furnish-
ings.

Diamond Jim: "Is it difficult
to become a
jeweler?"

Over the past 40 years,
I’ve been asked this
question countless times.
Thank you for asking and
allowing me to respond in
writing. Most people
equate being a “jeweler”
with nearly any position
in a jewelry store or
jewelry manufacturing
business. The Oxford
Dictionary defines the
word “jeweler” as “a
person or company that
makes or sells jewels or
jewelry”. Technically, the
term or title of jeweler
requires a little more
definition. Someone who
sells jewelry is a Sales
Associate for a jewelry
company and is not
necessarily a jeweler.
Personally, I find that it
takes either the comple-
tion of formal education
from an accredited
institute, or many, many
years of experience, or
both, to earn the title of
‘Jeweler’.

The GIA (Gemological
Institute of America) is
one of the most respected
teaching institutions in
the world in the arena of
gems including diamonds,
rubies, sapphires,
emeralds, semi-precious
gems and pearls. A formal
education from the GIA
will give you the educa-
tional acumen (basis) to
begin what can be a very
lucrative and rewarding
career as a jeweler. Some
of the career options
available, once you have
your schooling behind
you, are; Jewelry Sales
Associate, Gemologist,
Bench Jeweler, Jewelry
Appraiser, Jewelry
Auction Specialist, Gem
Buyer, Jewelry Designer /
Manufacturer, and more.

An inexperienced
jewelry sales associate
tends to learn at the
expense of a jewelry store
owner and staff who must
teach that person the
basics of jewelry includ-
ing how it’s designed and
created, how it’s dis-
played, the content of the
gold, platinum or silver
metals in the jewelry, and
some knowledge of the
gems or stones that are
set in the jewelry.

The GIA offers a
learning environment
that employs some of the
best jewelry educators

and lab equipment in the
world. The cost of a
formal GIA jewelry
education is surprisingly
low compared to a four
year Bachelor’s Degree at
a university. For exam-
ple, check out the begin-
ners course entitled
“Applied Jewelry Profes-
sional™”.  Obtaining the
Applied Jewelry Profes-
sional™ credential is one
of the fastest and most
effective ways to improve
your understanding of
gems and jewelry, and
covers essential knowl-
edge related to diamonds
and popular colored gems.
You can earn your
credential via eLearning
by taking three online
courses….’Jewelry
Essentials’, ‘Diamond
Essentials’, and ‘Colored
Stones Essentials’.

Some say that the
Graduate Gemologist
credential is the most
prestigious credential in
the industry. The GIA
Graduate Gemologist
program gives you the
comprehensive knowledge
of diamonds and colored
stones you need to
succeed anywhere in the
jewelry business. You’ll
gain both technical
expertise and practical
skills to evaluate gem-
stones by the 4Cs (color,
clarity, cut, and carat
weight), the International
Diamond Grading
System™, and the
Colored Stone Grading
System.

For more information,
please logon to
www.GIA.edu. If I can be
of any assistance to you
as you begin your amaz-
ing path towards a
knowledgeable and
financially rewarding
career in the jewelry
industry, please let me
know.

Diamond Jim is a
diamond dealer and
precious metals broker of
NTR Metals.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious
metals, and other ques-
tions related to the jewelry
industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

San Jacinto River
Coalition hears
EPA updates

A barge and tugboat pass the Waste Pits in the channel
of the San Jacinto River. The barge traffic was one of
the topics discussed at this week’s Coalition meeting.

HIGHLANDS – The
San Jacinto River Coali-
tion held their monthly
meeting last Tuesday
night, and director Jackie
Young brought the group
up to date with informa-
tion recently received from
the EPA.

She said that after not
hearing any new informa-
tion from the agency for
several months, they now
had emailed her and were
planning on holding a
Community Advisory
Committee meeting in
Houston next week. These
groups are supposed to be
an interface between the
public and the EPA on en-
vironmental concerns, but
have rarely occured. In
spite of its name, the meet-
ing is not open to the pub-
lic community.

EPA reported in the re-
cent email that they had
conducted sonar exams af-
ter tropical storm Imelda
of the waste pits cap and
liner. They determined
that the liner had not been
torn where a loose barge
had grounded, due to a
heavy rock coverage at
that point. However, they
conceded that the site was
a “dynamic environment”

subject to continued
change. They said that
some erosion had occured
during the flood, and some
new deposition of new soil.
Some of the site had been

repaired, and more work
was scheduled.

Young revealed that
about 39% of the remedial
design package had been
completed, and the South
site was due to be an-
nounced in April, and the
North in May. At that time,
negotiations with the Re-
sponsible Parties can enter
into serious legal and fi-
nancial talks.

Jackie Young

Sheldon ISD
Bond,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The majority parts of
Phase 1 would add wings
for classroom expansions
at both Cravens Early
Childhood Academy and
Michael R. Null Middle
School; security upgrades;
and additional interior and
e x t e r i o r  r e n o v a t i o n s
throughout the district.

Phase 2 includes the
construction of a seventh
elementary campus; and
Phase 3 would add a third
Early Childhood Academy,
a third middle school cam-
pus, a Ninth Grade Center
or Grade 9/10 campus,
multipurpose arena, and a
natatorium.

Sheldon ISD Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Abraham
George said that if voters
were to approve the 2020
bond, the district’s Interest
and Sinking (I&S) rate
would increase by 4 cents
per $100 assessed values.
For example, a homeown-
er’s residence valued at
$100,000 (taxable value)
would see a $40 per year
(or $3.33 per month) in-
crease.

It is also important to

note that Sheldon ISD res-
idents age 65 or over will
not see an increase in their
tax rate if they have ap-
plied for an Over 65 tax ex-
emption.

George also said be-
cause of a new law that
was recently passed by the
Texas Legislature, the dis-
trict’s overall bond pack-
age must be split into three
propositions on the ballot.
Proposition “A” would in-
clude the instructional up-
grades; Proposition “B”
includes the multipurpose
arena; and Proposition “C”
is for a community/district
natatorium.

District administrators
are currently working on
providing the community
with additional informa-
tion about the 2020 bond
through informational
webpages, social media
posts, district mailers, and
upcoming Town Hall meet-
ings.

T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l
webpages will be located at
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  U R L :
www.she ldonisd . com/
bond2020/

More News on our website:
www.northchannelstar.com
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Channelview ISD Property Foreclosure Auction; February 4, 2020 at
10:00 a.m.; Bayou City Event Center at 9401 Knight Rd, Houston,
TX 77045; Cause Number 2007-20313; TRACT 1: LT 26 BLK 6
FOREST RIVER ESTATES; HCAD #0836250000026; Property
Address: 0 Water Oak Dr, Channelview, TX 77530 and TRACT 2: LT
27 BLK 6 FOREST RIVER ESTATES; HCAD # 0836250000027;
Property Address: 0 Water Oak Dr, Channelview, TX 77530 Opening
Bid: $16,000.00; call 832.777.3373 for more information
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LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

 Channelview ISD Property Foreclosure Auction; February 4, 2020
at 10:00 a.m.; Bayou City Event Center at 9401 Knight Rd, Houston,
TX 77045; Cause Number 2005-24661; TRACT 1: LT 12 BLK 5 FOR-
EST RIVER ESTATES; HCAD # 0836240000012; Property Address:
0 Laurelwood Dr, Channelview, TX 77530. Opening Bid: $8,500.00;
call 832.777.3373 for more information.

2-4

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
A D SA D S

Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 481252; Estate
of JEANNINE BIR-
M I N G H A M D e -
ceased; In Probate
Court No. 3 of Har-
ris County, Texas,
Deceased, were is-
sued on January
21, 2020.

TERRI ANN
BIRMINGHAM

LAPETINA AKA
TERRI ANN

BIRMINGHAM

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 Wallisville Rd

Highlands, TX
77562

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this January
27, 2020

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby giv-
en that Original Let-
ters of
Administration for
Docket No. 481258;
Estate of EDWIN
KEITH NEWSOM
Deceased; In Pro-
bate Court No. 4, of
Harris County, Tex-
as, Deceased, were
issued on January
21, 2020.

MARY J. TURNER
COOLING

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 Wallisville Rd

Highlands, TX
77562

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this January 28,
2020

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby giv-
en that Original Let-
ters of Administration
for Docket No.
480667; Estate of
BILL LEE HOSKINS
Deceased; In Pro-
bate Court No. 1, of
Harris County, Tex-
as, Deceased, were
issued on January
16, 2020.

JERRY DEAN
HOSKINS

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 Wallisville Rd

Highlands, TX
77562

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to
present them within
the time and in the
manner prescribed
by law.
Dated this January 27,
2020

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 480658; Estate
of EDWARD GIL-
LEPSIE WHEELER
Deceased; In Pro-
bate Court No. 4, of
Harris County, Tex-
as, Deceased, were
issued on January
23, 2020.

MARY LYNNE
MORRIS

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 Wallisville Rd

Highlands, TX
77562

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this January
28, 2020

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate

CEMETERY
PLOTS

2 CEMETERY
Plots/Pals Memorial
Park Garden C, Day-
ton, TX. $1,100. Call
713-204-6076.

                 6-2

FOR SALE

MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT
Electrical remote
hospital bed, wheel
chairs, walkers, bed
size commodes, over
bed tables, hoyer lift.
Recliner lift chair, reg-
ular & air mattress w/
compressor 7 many
other medical items.
Call 832-681-6372.
North Shore area.
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LEGAL
NOTICES
APPEAR IN THE
HIGHLANDS
STAR CROSBY
COURIER, AND
THE NORTH
CHANNEL
STAR. CALL
713-266-3444
FOR MORE
INFO.

Classified ADS
713-266-3444

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 480665; Estate
of RICHARD C. DE-
PEW Deceased; In
Probate Court No. 1
of Harris County,
Texas, Deceased,
were issued on Jan-
uary 16, 2020.

RHONDA DEPEW

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 Wallisville Rd

Highlands, TX
77562

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this January
28, 2020

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate

LEGAL NOTICE
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Appreciation Day,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

      Photo by Allan Jamail
Jaron Jefferson, # 10 Mustang out leaps C.
E. King Panthers for a 2 point layup; North
Shore wins 64 t0 38.

North Shore Mustangs
vs LaPorte Bulldogs

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

North Shore Mustangs win two games

       Photo by Allan Jamail
Randy Woodard, #13 North Shore Mustang goes
high for a 2 point slam dunk; LaPorte Bulldog
looks on. Coach Sam Benitiz’ Mustangs easily
defeated the Bulldogs 64 to 42.

North Shore Mustangs vs
C.E. King Panthers

While the Eastside Team watched and
listened to local governmental officials
and or their representatives (SEE
GROUP PHOTO FOR NAMES) each gave
their remarks praising Coach Jon Kay, as-
sistant coaches, Athletic Director Vivian
Dancy and all those in the GPISD who
had a part in the accomplishment.

Coach Kay speaking for himself and the
team gave his thanks and appreciation to
the fans, school officials, local officials, the
Mustangs school band, drill team, cheer-

       Photo by Allan Jamail
Senator Carol Alvarado presenting Coach Jon Kay
with Mustang’s State Championship Award
Resolution from Texas Senate. Alvarado said, “The
Mustangs had another spectacular year and by
winning this year’s state championship they
became the first Houston area team in a decade
to win repeat state championships.”

     Photo by Allan Jamail
Linda Jamail, Community Liaison for State
Representative Ana Hernandez presents Coach
Jon Kay with Mustang’s State Championship
Award Resolut ion from Texas House of
Representatives. Jamail said she hasn’t missed a
game in 4 or 5 years and was proud to have
been able to witness all 4 Mustang state
championship games, the first being in 2003. She
said she was excited with their back to back
wins. She then said, “I’m hoping for a three-
peat,” fans cheered in agreement.

Members of the Sheldon ISD Superintendent's Advisory Council met on Jan. 24 in the New
Administration Building Boardroom. The Superintendent's Student Advisory Council is comprised of
Sheldon ISD elementary, middle and high school students who focus on continuous improvement
and supporting all schools through the lens of equality. Together with Sheldon ISD Superintendent
Dr. King Davis, these students will work to deliver on the commitments outlined in the Sheldon ISD
Strategic Plan as well as to Connect, Empower, Value and Achieve.

leaders, flag brigade, trainers, managers
and all others who supported the team.
Kay received in behalf of the team numer-
ous awards and recognition resolutions.

Shelson ISD Advisory Council met

JANUARY EDUCATORS OF THE MONTH: Pictured (in no particular order) are Maria Lezama,
SECA; Aliza Draine, CECA; Paula Boderek, SE; Andrea Diaz Martinez, SLE; Romeo Ramirez,
RE; Vicki Clements, ME; Jessica Thibodeaux, GE; Michelle Martinez, CE; Lizette Charcousse,
NMS; Altera Blackshear, KMS; Al Stein, ECHS; and Olivia Webb, KHS.

Congratulations to Sheldon ISD
Educators of the Month for 2020!


