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New IH-10 bridge over San Jacinto
River may affect Waste Pits removal

TxDOT engineers have said that the bridge design will be segmented, similar to this design
of IH-10 over the Trinity River. The center span is 450 feet, so that support columns do not
need to be in the river.

By Gilbert Hoffman

HARRIS COUNTY – Al-
though in early stages of plan-
ning and design, engineers
with TxDOT have begun to
talk about the design and
schedule for a replacement
bridge over the San Jacinto
River. With 4 to 6 lanes in
each direction and no sup-
porting columns in the river,
it would be a vast improve-
ment over the current situa-
tion. However, authorities
and environmentalists are
converned that construction
of a new bridge might inter-
fere with the planned remov-
al of the toxic wastes in the
Superfund Sits in the river.
Workers on either project
could be exposed to dangerous

toxic waste, and would re-
quire special protective proce-
dures. Planners for the EPA
are also taking into consider- See New Bridge, Page 7

STEPHENS “GOING
BIG” NATIONALLY
Quest to save lives
with ECG in 7 states

See Going Big, Page 8

CROSBY – What began
here as a quest to see if
sudden death of young ath-
letes could be stemmed by
ECG screening has become
a national issue with sev-
en states currently under-
taking bills much like the
Cody Bill HB76 having
passed the Texas Legisla-
ture last year.

After five years of effort,
surprisingly with signifi-
cant elements of the Med-
ical community opposing
it, Texas passed the Cody
Bill enabling parents of
first year athletes  to opt
into an Electrocardiogram
screening to check their
athlete’s heart for anoma-

lies before the athlete
takes to the field. Previ-
ously, annually sudden
death from heart attack
was generally an annual
event somewhere in the
state.

The Cody Bill finally
passed the Texas House
unanimously Stephens
acknowledged the work
from Rep. Dan Huberty,
lobbyist Kathy Grant, ev-
eryone who testified at the
Public Education Commit-
tee hearing and all who
wrote letters to represen-
tatives to vote in favor of

Water Main break
affects city of Houston
By Gilbert Hoffman

Schools, businesses and
public events were closed
last Friday, due to a water
main break on the east
side of Houston in a line
that fed about half the city.
Houston ISD schools, col-
leges and many business-
es were also closed, or
events cancelled, as a pre-
caution against contami-
nated water or low water
pressure. The City of Hous-
ton issued a “Boil Water”
notice for most of the city.

Water districts on the
East side of the county, in-
cluding Crosby, Highlands,
and Baytown, did not ex-
perience any pressure or
supply problems. Crosby
gets its water directly from
Lake Houston.

A 96 inch wide water

main, carrying water from
the Houston water treat-
ment plant in Galena Park
to about half the city, burst
on Thursday about noon.

Workers from Harper
Brothers were performing

See Water main break,
page 2

Election hits
incumbents
By Lewis Spearman

HOUSTON – The pri-
mary election brought a
number of surprises on the
Democratic ticket. County
Attorney Vince Ryan was
defeated by challenger
Chris Menefee. Ryan could
only muster 25% of the
votes, and Menefee avoid-
ed a run-off with 50.45%.

Several other upsets oc-
cured, with Pct. 2 Consta-
ble Chris Diaz facing a
run-off with Jerry Garcia,
and Pct. 3 Constable Sher-
man Eagleton in a run-off
with Ken Jones, his former
boss. Diaz had only 34.7%
of the vote, Garcia got 39%.
Eagleton received 47.44,
Ken Jones got 16%.

In the Presidential race
in Texas, Donald Trump
commanded 93.94% of Re-
publican votes, Joe Biden
took 33.6% Democrat
votes, Bernie Sanders 30%
Mike Bloomberg had
14.7% and Elizabeth War-
ren also ran for 11.6%.

In the race for the Sen-
ate John Cornyn was just
76% of Republicans. It
looks like a battle between
Mary “M.J.” Hegar 23.12%
and Royce West got 14%.

In the battle for Sheriff
of Harris County Ed
Gonzales took 72.61% for
the Democrats.

Democrat Kim Ogg won
back her seat as District
Attorney with 55%.

State Representative
Briscoe Cain with 79%
took Robert Hoskins’s re-
tirement plans to the
woodshed with 20.6%.
Mary Williams will chal-
lenge him as a Democrat
with 72% in District 128.

US District 36 saw
Brian Babin win with 86%
over J.R. Boatman with
13%. Babin will run
against Democrat Rashad
Lewis.

Railroad Commission-
ers were most in play in
the late hours: Democrats
Roberto (Beto) Alonzo had
29% against Chrtysta Cas-
taneda with 33% while
Republicans Ryan Sitton
had 67% over Jim Wright.

The League of Women
Voters said that the turn-
out was quite heavy for a
Primary. Long lines were
the result at many polling
places, and TSU reported
that some voters did not to
cast their ballot until after
midnight.

ation that work might take
place during hurricane sea-
son, limiting the schedule to
safe months. This might also

be a consideration for the
bridge construction.

Preliminary details of the
design were discussed at a

meeting in November with
the Economic Alliance, and
additional information was
learned by this newspaper
from TxDOT engineers. Tx-
DOT is currently conducting
a PEL or Planning and Envi-
ronmental Linkage study of
the IH-10 corridor, including
the bridge. The study includes
the corridor as it passes
through Houston, Jacinto
City, Channelview, Baytown,
and Mont Belvieu. A PEL
study is a high-level, early-
planning study process that
represents an approach to
transportation decision mak-
ing that considers environ-
mental, community and

How to clean to
avoid the corona
virus

With our nation’s top
docs now alerting local busi-
nesses and schools to pre-
pare for a potential coro-
n a v i r u s  c r i s i s ,  l o c a l
companies are scrambling to
disinfect their workspaces
the right way to keep em-
ployees and customers safe.
The U.S. Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) is now urging
U.S. businesses to vigorous-
ly and routinely wipe down
workplace surfaces to con-
tain the spread of the po-
tentially deadly virus.

Tips to keep your place
germ free

• One-Way Wipe Down -
Wipe down a surface in one
direction and don’t go back
over it in the opposite direc-
tion because you will depos-
it germs you just cleaned up.
Routinely wipe down all fre-
quently touched surfaces
such as workstations, coun-
tertops and don’t forget
doorknobs.

• Smart Spraying – On
the bottle, common house-
hold disinfectants tout their
ability to kill 99.9% of bac-
teria and viruses, including
human coronavirus,  f lu
strains, E.coli and salmonel-
la among others.  But will
they work against the new
“novel “coronavirus?  The
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency says these dis-
infectants are “thought” to
be effective against the new
coronavirus strain, but until
tests confirm it, this has not
been scientifically proven

• Disinfect – Don’t forget
to wipe down laptops,
mousses and especially cell
phones.   One study by a
web-based researched plat-
form found we touch our
cell phones 2,000 times a
day. Other recent  studies
indicate the average adult
brings their fingers to their
nose, mouth or eyes about
16 times per hour, and
germs thr ive on human
touch and the tech we
touch.

• Hand-Washing Warn-
ings – Post handwashing-
and drying signs EVERY-
WHERE – from the kitchen to
the bathroom – as a remind-
er  to wash hands with an
alcohol-based hand sani-
tizer with at least 60-95% al-
cohol or with warm water
and soap for at least twenty
seconds. (as long as it takes
to sing the Happy Birthday
song!) Dry hands thorough-
ly because germs spread
with moisture.

Embroiled in Embroidery

Channelview Health
& Improvement
Coalition meeting

Meetings will be held
from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm at
the Channelview Fire De-
partment Station #3 located
at 1210 Dell Dale, Channel-
view, TX 77530. Next meet-
ing: Thursday, March 26,
2020

NORTH CHANNEL –
Danna Niño has known
the embroidery trade all
her life. Her father David
Urbantke had his own
shop, after working for an-
other large firm, and Dan-
na was there with
part-time chores as she
grew up.

So it was natural that
when she wanted to start
her own business last year,
it would be in a skill she
was familiar with.

Her shop, Phase 3, is
well equiped for any
project, with 3 high speed
embroidery machines, and
a Laser engraving machine
that can put images and
names on almost anything,
especially 3 dimensional
items such as cups, tro-
phies, and so on.

Danna opened her busi-
ness in December, and with
two assistants meets the
needs of most customers in
the North Shore area. Her
shop is conveniently locat-
ed on a shopping center at
Woodforest near Nor-
mandy.

Danna is also active in
the community, with her
husband Dr. Donald Niño
they participate in many
North Shore Rotary
projects, including a clinic
in Mexico for a poor rural
community.

The broken water main pipe is under repair along Clinton
Drive near the East Loop and Galena Park.

Danna displays one of the caps that she has just
embroidered on the Multi-Head machine behind her. On
the table are caps that are part of her largest order, for
5000 embroidered caps for a local school.

In her product showroom, Danna displays many of the
products she can provide to customers, including engraved
plaques, cups, certificates, trophies, ribbons, and gift items.

Ryan out; Diaz, Eagleton in Run-offs
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

✯      C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S   ✯

repair work on a small
leak, according to authori-
ties, when the whole pipe
burst open flooding nearby
streets and the six lane
East Loop under Clinton
Drive. Several feet of wa-
ter covered the streets,
stopping traffic and flood-
ing about a dozen cars.
Houston Fire Department
said they conducted three
deep water rescues. The
location of the burst pipe
was near the intersection
of Clinton Drive and N.
Carolina streets in the
Clinton Park neighbor-
hood, and buildings in that
area had water inside, as
outside it was several feet
deep.

Water supply and water
pressure were affected
throughout the east side of
Houston and into mid-
town. Schools and busi-
nesses were forced to close
without water, and many
indicated they would also
be closed on Friday, until
the pipe could be repaired
and water quality restored.

Jacinto City avoided the
problem by switching from
city water supply to its own
well system, filling the city
water tower and maintain-
ing pressure and a safe
water supply, according to
City Manager Lon
Squyres.

Authorities held a press
conference at 6100 Clinton
Drive, near the break, to
inform the public of the se-
verity of the problem and
what measures were being
taken to solve them. May-
or Turner and County
Judge Hidalgo expressed
concern about water qual-
ity, and availability of ade-
quate pressure in case of
fires. Tank trucks with
water were being sent to
the area as a precaution,
they said.

Water
Main
Break,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WATER CLOSES ALL TRAFFIC ON THE EAST LOOP AND CLINTON DRIVE

PICTURED TO THE LEFT: SITE OF THE BURST 96 INCH PIPE AT CLINTON DRIVE
AND N. CAROLINA.

WATER FLOODING NEARBY HOMES AT N. CAROLINA AND CLINTON

EXCLUSIVE ON-SITE PHOTOS BY ALLAN JAMAIL unless noted Otherwise

COUNTY JUDGE HIDALGO SPEAKS AT A PRESS
CONFERENCE, WITH MAYOR TURNER,
COMMISSIONERS GARCIA AND ELLIS, AND HOUSTON
POLICE, FIRE AND PUBLIC WORKS OFFICIALS.

THIS IS THE SECTION OF OLD PIPE THAT FAILED
AND FLOODED THE STREETS.

NEW SECTIONS OF 96” STEEL PIPE ARE BEING
INSERTED INTO THE BREACH.
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Houston Rodeo runs March 3rd to 22nd

12 Trail Rides arrived at Memorial Park last Friday, February
28, 2020 to take part in the Houston Livestock Show and
Rodeo parade on Saturday, February 29, 2020 in Downtown
Houston. The Rodeo will run from March 3 toMarch 22, 2020
with a variety of entertainment and livestock show.

Last Year’s Western Heritage float at Saturday’s  Rodeo Parade
in Downtown Houston to celebrate the beginning of Houston
Livestock Show & Rodeo.

HOUSTON – The annu-
al Houston Rodeo & Live-
stock Show will run from
March 3 to the 22nd, but
many events have already
started.

These include 12 Trail
Rides last week, a huge
Parade on Saturday, a Ro-
deo run, the BBQ Cook-off
over the weekend at NRG
park, a high school art
competition, the Carnival
on the NRG grounds, and
of course the entertainers.

The opening act March
3 is Midland, followed by
Willie Nelson the next
night. The closing act on
the 22nd will be Luke Bry-
an.

WILLIE NELSON
PERFORMS MARCH 4
AT THE HOUSTON
RODEO, ONE OF 20
MUSICAL ACTS THIS
YEAR.

LET’S RODEO! P A R A D EP A R A D EP A R A D E TRAIL  R IDERSTRAIL  R IDERSTRAIL  R IDERS

R I D I N ’R I D I N ’R I D I N ’ M U S I CM U S I CM U S I C

CARNIVALCARNIVALCARNIVAL BAR -B -QUEBAR -B -QUEBAR -B -QUE
COOK -OFFCOOK -OFFCOOK -OFF
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯
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“Push-Ups
with Bob”

Bob suggested we all do
push-ups.

I guess I should mention
that I don’t know Bob. Peter,
my husband, knew Bob in high
school. To be perfectly honest,
I’m not sure Peter and Bob
were even close pals in high
school. But Bob sent me a
Facebook friend request
shortly after he became
Facebook friends with Peter
and, even though I don’t know
Bob, I accepted. Then Bob
challenged me to do push-ups.

“Join me in the push-up
challenge!” Bob said.

I was delighted that I been
invited. I love the idea of a
personal trainer—although I
am far too cheap to hire one.
Here was Bob, offering to
provide encouragement and
support and that’s important,
especially as we get older. A
person can coast through their
thirties and forties without a
care and then one day, you flap
your arms in the mirror and
discover you look like a bat. It’s
not good.

Now here was Bob, offering
to save me from my bat wings.
I was delighted.

Looking back on it now, I’m
not sure Bob really intended for
me to take up his challenge. I
suspect he was thinking that
other friends—friends he
actually knew—might be
inspired to start doing push-ups
with him every day. But I
appreciate when someone
challenges me to try something
new. So, when Bob suggested
that we should all start doing
push-ups, I started doing push-
ups.

I wasn’t very good at first.
But the nice thing about

having a long-distance coach is
that Bob was not very
demanding. I figured if I added
one push-up every other day
the days would add up—and
they did.

“I’m still doing push-ups!” I
reported to my new friend, Bob,
with some regularity. Bob didn’t
write back but I like to think he
nodded approvingly.

Then, I stopped.
I got busy and preoccupied

and I let one day go and then
another and soon it had been a
week and, before long, it had
been a month and I’d not done
a single push-up. I could hardly
look Bob in the face—except
that I didn’t have to, as I
mentioned, because I don’t
actually know Bob. Still, I felt
bad.

Today I was sitting and
thinking of how things were
going in my life—sort of taking
an inventory, the way I like to
do from time to time. I have a
book halfway finished and that
makes me happy. I’ve been
eating more or less healthy—
although Peter has been on a
cookie-baking binge and
having freshly baked cookies in
the house is a hazard. But
overall, I thought things were
going pretty well until I
remembered the push-ups—
and Bob.

“I haven’t reported to Bob in
ages!” I thought. And it was
true. I had ditched my personal
trainer and I was not feeling
good about it.

So, today I came clean and
wrote to Bob.

“Hey Bob! I stopped doing
push-ups and felt terrible, but
I’ve started again!” I wrote. And
then I added, “Thank you for
your inspiration.”

I knew Bob probably didn’t
remember who I was, and
that’s okay.

Almost every day someone
gives me a lift, inspires me to
do a little better, and I’m not
very good at letting them know.
So, I wanted Bob to know that
he helped me do something
that makes me feel better and I
was grateful.

Imagine my surprise when I
got a message from Bob.
“Thanks for the kind words!” he
said.

Now I definitely can’t slack
again.

My arms are killing me.
Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir is
called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn more
at CarrieClasson.com.

WASHINGTON, DC –
January 29, 2020 – U.S.
Congressman Brian
Babin (TX-36) sent the
following letter to Health
and Human Services
Secretary Alex Azar
urging the Administra-
tion to take every precau-
tion necessary to ensure
the protection of Ameri-
can citizens – including
possibly shutting down
air travel to the U.S. from
China:

Dear Secretary Azar,

 I write to you today to
urge you to take action to
inhibit the spread of the
Wuhan coronavirus,
which at this time has
infected more than 6,000,
killed more than 100, and
spread across three
continents.

 Unfortunately, these
numbers merely repre-
sent what we currently
know about the virus,
when in reality the
statistics may be much
worse. As China did with
the SARS virus epidemic
in 2002 and 2003, which
killed nearly 800 people
worldwide and infected
more than 8,000, Chinese
authorities once again
have suppressed informa-
tion regarding the Wuhan
coronavirus on Chinese
social media channels and
in the international
community, downplaying
the numbers of infected
and admitting the
severity of the contagion
only after being forced to
recognize that human-to-
human transmission of
the disease was possible.
Therefore, I would
caution you and your
department against
taking the official
statistics and calls for
“openness and transpar-
ency” from the Chinese
Communist Party as
truthful or sincere, given

AUSTIN — As the
worldwide threat of nov-
el coronavirus increased,
state agencies already
were working together to
ensure the health and
safety of all Texans, Gov.
Greg Abbott said Feb. 27.

After a briefing from
state and federal health
officials on coronavirus
(COVID-19), Abbott pro-
vided an update on steps
the state is taking. He
said the Department of
State Health Services has
activated the State Med-
ical Operations Center to
serve as a touchpoint for
any requests from local
entities. The center also
ensures consistent collec-
tion, tracking and report-
ing of public health
activities and data.

Also, DSHS is prepar-
ing state laboratories
with testing capabilities
for the novel coronavirus
and is updating public
health response plans in
the event of the spread of
the virus. Abbott said
multi-level and multi-
agency coordination and
communication efforts
are practiced daily to en-
sure up-to-date informa-
tion is flowing between
federal, state and local
partners.

Furthermore, DSHS is
coordinating with the
Texas Department of
Emergency Management,
Texas Hospital Associa-
tion, Texas Medical Asso-
ciation and state
university systems to pro-
vide educational materi-
als and the latest
developments in research
and treatment methods
for the virus.

And, relevant agencies
will implement disinfect-
ing measures at places
such as driver license of-
fices and schools and en-
sure that high-risk
populations such as those
in day-care centers, nurs-
ing homes, assisted living
associations and health-
care facilities are pre-
pared and properly cared
for, Abbott said.

Meanwhile, the U.S.
Centers for Disease Con-

 Governor gives update on
actions to combat coronavirus

trol and Prevention has
confirmed multiple cases
of COVID-19 in people
under federal quarantine
at Joint Base San Anto-
nio-Lackland. The first
was a traveler who re-
turned on a U.S. State
Department-chartered
flight from Wuhan City,
China. The others re-
turned on a State De-
partment flight for
passengers from the Di-
amond Princess cruise
ship quarantined in
Yokohama, Japan. The
individuals will remain
isolated at medical facil-
ities until they test neg-
ative for the virus and
are no longer at risk of
spreading it. The CDC
has the latest informa-
tion on the number of
people under quarantine
who are infected and is
updating its national
numbers each Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.

New cards being
issued

The Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety on
Feb. 27 announced that it
is now issuing rede-
signed, tamper-resistant
Texas driver's licenses,
identification cards and
license-to-carry cards.

The cards have a new
look with an updated de-
sign and enhanced secu-
rity features. The driver's
license and ID cards also
have visible and discrete
identifiers on the front.

The DPS said that pre-
viously issued driver's li-
censes are still valid
until the expiration date
listed on the card and,
beginning Oct. 1, travel-
ers will need a valid
passport, U.S. military
ID or a REAL ID compli-
ant driver's license (one
with the gold star) to

travel on commercial air-
lines or enter federal fa-
cilities.

Paxton welcomes
ruling

Texas Attorney Gener-
al Ken Paxton_on Feb. 26
applauded a federal dis-
trict court ruling holding
that a 1998 comprehen-
sive settlement agree-
ment with R.J. Reynolds
Tobacco Company and
other tobacco companies
stands and the agreed
payments to the state for
smoking-related health-
care costs must be en-
forced.

The U.S District Court
for the Eastern District of
Texas rejected Reynolds’
argument that selling ac-
quired brands included in
the settlement nullified
its obligation to Texas tax-
payers, declaring that
“Reynolds remains as lia-
ble today as it was when
it entered into the Texas
Settlement in 1998.”

“I applaud the court for
holding tobacco compa-
nies accountable to the
terms of the settlement to
which they agreed. Texas
taxpayers are owed sub-
stantial back payments
and we will not allow any
company to shirk their
obligations to the people
of this state,” said Paxton.
“No matter how large the
company or how long the
fight, my office will con-
tinue to fight for the com-
pensation that taxpayers
are owed.”

Vaping case count:
250

The Department of
State Health Services on
Feb. 25 reported some 250
Texas cases of severe lung
disease in people who
used e-cigarettes before
developing symptoms.
Four of them have died.

Patients range in age
from 13 to 75 years old
with a median age of 22
years. About one-quarter
of the people affected in
Texas are minors. Three-
quarters are male and
nine in 10 report vaping
THC or marijuana possi-
bly in conjunction with
other substances. Almost
all patients were hospital-
ized and the DSHS said
many required intensive
care.

MESSAGE FROM
REP. BRIAN BABIN

✯

Babin urges federal
agencies to proactively
prevent spread of
Coronavirus

the Party’s abysmal
record on conveying
information to the global
community that could
threaten its power or
international image.

 As of last night, some
200 Americans were
evacuated from mainland
China after passing
initial health screenings
and made it safely to
Alaska, where they were
screened by technicians
from U.S. Centers for
Disease Control. I have
complete confidence in
America’s doctors and
scientists and know that
we are doing all we can to
produce an effective
vaccine, but I urge you to
be proactive in your
efforts to stop the spread
of this disease. In addi-
tion to screening all
travelers from the
People’s Republic of
China, I hope you emu-
late Australia and the
U.K. in mandating a two-
week quarantine for
individuals who could
have been exposed to the
coronavirus, and consider
banning entry to the U.S.
to those traveling from
China.

When the safety of our
citizens is threatened by
the possibility of a global
epidemic, no options for
prevention can be left off
the table. It is crucial that
we work effectively and
ardently both with our
allies internationally and
within our own country to
prevent the rapid spread
of this virus.

 I thank you for your
attention to this matter
and your vigilant endeav-
ors to protect the Ameri-
can people and global
health.

Sincerely,
Brian Babin, D.D.S.

Member of Congress
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✯     L I F E S T Y L E    P A G E    ✯

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Call
GRAFIKSHOP
for printing quotes
713-977-2555

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

Select Services:
Personal Care
Social Outlings
Respite Care
24 hr. Care

In-Hospital Sitting
Post-Surgical
    Assistance
Pet & Plant Care
Light Housework
Meal Preparation
Transportation

MONICA NELSON
COMMUNITY LIASON

346-216-8872
mnelson@sigselect.com
606 Rollingbrook Dr. #2G

Baytown, TX 77521
832-695-2328

OBITUARIES
✯

13701 Corpus Christi St.,
Houston, TX  77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com

HOUSTON (Jan. 23,
2020) – The Houston Sym-
phony announced a one-
n i g h t - o n l y  s p e c i a l
performance, The Music of
Whitney Houston, May 9,
2020 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets
are now avai lable  at
houstonsymphony.org.

The program celebrates
the music of the iconic su-
perstar, remarkable per-
former, and soon-to-be
Rock & Roll Hall of Fam-
er. The evening’s program
includes the greatest hits
from Whitney Houston
like “Saving All My Love,”
“How Will I Know?,” and
the instantly recognizable
“I Will Always Love You.”

Returning guest con-
ductor  Brent Havens
leads the evening of hits
with guest vocalist Aman-
da Cole, who makes her
Houston Symphony debut
in the program. Cole, who
was formerly a member of
the R&B vocal group En
Vogue, interprets Hous-
ton’s extraordinary songs.

The Music of Whitney
Houston takes place at
Jones Hall for the Per-
forming Arts, 615 Louisi-
ana Street, in Houston’s
Theater District. For tick-
ets  and information,
please call 713.224.7575
or visit
houstonsymphony.org.

Theresa Flo Ross

Theresa Flo Ross, 79,
passed away February 25,
2020 in Humble, Texas.

Theresa was born on
July 23, 1940 at their fam-
ily home in the communi-
ty of Rush Run, Ohio to
parents Joseph and Metzel
(Brown) Lacross. She grad-
uated from Brilliant High
School in Brilliant, Ohio.
Theresa married her high
school sweetheart and love
of her life, Ernest D. Ross
on February 28, 1961 upon
his return from serving his
country in the military.

Theresa and Ernie en-
joyed almost 60 years to-
gether in marriage and
raising their family. She
was a dedicated employee
at Wal-Mart in the Norths-
hore area for 11 years.
Theresa will be dearly
missed. She is preceded in

death by her parents; and
brothers, Daniel J. Lacross
and Robert Lacross. There-
sa is survived by her hus-
band, Ernie Ross; children,
Ernest Todd Ross, Tara
Erna Neal and husband
Mark; sisters, Mary Ellen
Jenison and Marsha Kim-
ball; sisters-in-law; Gretch-
en Rinlander and Nanette
Bell; and 3 grandchildren;

as well as numerous ex-
tended family members
and friends.

Friends are welcome to
join the family for visita-
tion from 5:00 P.M. to 8:00
P.M. Monday, March 2nd at
Carter-Conley Funeral
Home. Funeral services
will be held at 11:00 A.M.
Tuesday, March 3, 2020 in
the chapel of Carter-Con-
ley Funeral Home. Follow-
ing with her wishes,
Theresa will be cremated
after her services.

CHURCH LISTINGS
Crosby, Highlands, Huffman,
Baytown

ANGLICAN CHURCH
• Church of the Resurrection,
meeting at Crosby Brethren
Church, 5202 1st Street, Cros-
by. 832-661-9693.
APOSTOLIC CHURCH
• First Apostolic Church of High-
lands, 1211 S. Main St. High-
lands. 281-426-4133
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
• Crosby Gospel Assembly, 633
Kenning Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
2516
• First Assembly of God, 406 N.
Magnolia St., Highlands, 281-
426-3170
• Gospel Lighthouse, 8218
John Martin Rd., Baytown, 281-
421-1168
BAPTIST
• Calvary Baptist, 2217 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3409
• Highlands Baptist, 111 E. Ca-
nal Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
2470
• Northeast Freeway Baptist,
1635 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2723
• Unity Baptist, 2625 Broad Dr.,
Highlands, 281-426-4223
• Iglesia Bautista Comunidad,
5323 Highway 90, Crosby, 281-
421-9810. “Venid y te Harem-
os Bien”
BAPTIST-Missionary
• Antioch Missionary Baptist,
2500 Harris St., Highlands,
281-426-6565.
•  First Missionary Baptist
Church, 301 Cypress Avenue,
Crosby, 281-462-7634.
• Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist,
315 Nod, Crosby, 281-328-
4650
• True Vine Missionary Baptist,
404 Oak Ave., Crosby, 281-
328-7637
• Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church,  12418 Crosby Rd.,
Crosby, 281-328-1851
BAPTIST-Southern
• First Baptist- Crosby, 615
Runneberg Rd.,Crosby, 281-
328-2564
• First Baptist- Highlands, N.
Magnolia at Wallisville, High-
lands, 281-426-4551
• First Baptist- Huffman, 25503
FM 2100, Huffman, 281-324-
1888
• Northside Baptist, 317 Bar-
bers Hil l Rd., Highlands,
nsbchighlands.org
• Second Baptist, 400 E. Wall-
isville Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
5557
• Crosby New Hope Baptist
Church, 18319 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-6086
BRETHREN
• Crosby Brethren, 5202 1st St.,
Crosby, 281-328-2442
CATHOLIC
• Holy Family, 7122 Whiting
Rock, Baytown, 281-426-8448
• Sacred Heart, 915 Runneberg
Rd., Crosby, 281-328-4871

• St. Martin De Porres, 12606
FM 2100, Crosby, 281-328-
4451
• St. Jude Thaddeus, 800 S.
Main St. , Highlands, 281-843-
2422
• St. Phillip the Apostle, 2308
3rd St.,Huffman, 281-324-1478
CHURCH OF CHRIST
• Crosby Church of Christ, 3737
Hwy 90, Crosby, 281-328-3496
• Highlands Church of Christ,
214 Clear Lake Rd., Highlands,
281-426-2742
• Barrett Station Church of
Christ, 281-328-7882
CHURCH OF GOD
• First Pentecostal Church of
God, 1328 Old Atascocita, Huff-
man, 281-324-1518
• Harvest Time Church of God,
495 S. Diamondhead Blvd.,
Crosby, 281-462-8060
CHURCH OF GOD
IN CHRIST
• Mt. Rose Church of God in
Christ, 13000 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-1314
EPISCOPAL
• Church of the Resurrection,
5202 Churhc St., Crosby.
INDEPENDENT
• Crosby Church, 5725 Hwy 90,
Crosby and 30673 Huffman
Cleveland Rd., Huffman, 281-
328-1310
• Huffman Church, 1707 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3705
• New Covenant of Faith, 12217
Holly Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
1315
• Restoration House, 1609
Jones Rd., Highlands, 281-843-
4000
• Son Harvest, 2027 FM 1942,
Crosby, 281-543-2860.
LUTHERAN
• Our Shepherd, 19704 FM
2100, Huffman, 281-324-2422
METHODIST
• Crosby United Methodist,
1334 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2616
• Highlands United Methodist,
107 W. Houston St., Highands,
281-426-3614
• Lake Houston United Method-
ist, 23606 FM 2100, Huffman,
281-324-1541
NON DENOMINATION

• Lifepoint Church, 9235 North
Highway 146, Baytown, Tx.
77523.  281-576-5452.
UNITED PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH

• Pentecostals of Crosby502
Pine at Hwy 90 Crosby, TX
77532(281) 328-5054. Sunday

10 AM. Wednesday 7 PM. Pas-
tor Kerry D. Lee

Channelview, Jacinto City,
Galena Park, Houston

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
•Galena Park Assembly of
God, 1211 2nd. St., Galena
Park, TX. 713-455-0836.

BAPTIST
•New Life Baptist Church of
East Houston, 18570 Van
Road, Houston, 77049. 281-
456-0082
•Second Baptist Church, 1913
18th. St., Galena Park, TX. 713-
672-9232.
•Second Baptist Church, 10501
Muscatine, Jacinto City, TX.
713-674-8463.
•St. Matthew Baptist Church,
119 Fidelity, Houston, TX. 713-
674-0062.
•First Baptist Church, 1505 1st.
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-455-
1261.
•Macedonia Baptist Church,
1230 Maxnie Street, Houston,
TX. 77049. 713-674-6607.
BAPTIST-Southern
•Dell Dale Avenue Baptist
Church, 402 Dell Dale Avenue,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
3704.
•South Drive Baptist Church,
15229 South Drive, Channel-
view, TX. 77530. 281-452-
4500.
•First Baptist Church of Jacinto
City, 10701 Wiggins, Jacinto
City, TX 77029. 713-672-2802.
•Beaumont Place Baptist
Church, 13101 Ivydale Street,
Houtson, TX. 77049.
•First Baptist Church of Gale-
na Park, 206 Woofle St., 77547.
713-455-1261.
CATHOLIC
•St. Andrew Roman Catholic
Church, 827 Sheldon Rd.,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
9865.
•Our Lady of Fatima, 1705 8th
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-675-
0981.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
•Church of Christ, 15821 2nd
St., Channelview, TX. 713-826-
2884.
•Channelview Church of Christ,
1301 Sheldon Rd., Channel-
view, Tx. 281-452-7129.
•Galena Park Church of Christ,
301 Holland Ave, Galena Park,
TX. 713-455-0826.
EPISCOPAL
•St. Timothy’s Episcopal
Church, 13125 Indianapolis St.,
Houston, 713-451-2909.
HOLINESS
•Bible Missionary Church,
10246 Fairfax St., Jacinto City.
713-671-3500.
METHODIST
•Old River Terrace United Meth-
odist Church, 16102 East Free-
way, Channelview, TX.
281-452-2861.
•Jacinto City United Methodist,
10730 Wiggins, Houston, TX.
713-673-7132.
•Holy Trinity United Methodist,
13207 Orleans St., Houston,
Tx. 713-453-7203.

For corrections or new listings,
call 713-266-3444

Mrs. Victoria Parker, Har-
grave HS art teacher, is excit-
ed to announce that two of her
students received awards in
the 2020 Scholastic Art &
Writing national art contest.
Sophie McGregor, HHS Jun-
ior, entered a painting titled
“Uncensored” which received
a Silver Key award. Kiara
Molina, HHS Freshman, re-
ceived a Silver Key award for
her illustration titled “Late
Night Shenanigans” (under
the instruction of Mrs. Diane
Taylor). In addition, four HHS
art students received Honor-
able Mention: Kurtis Pittman
(Senior) “Act of Valor: A Video
Game Idea”;  Jacob Harvey
(Junior) “Cowboy Teapot” and
“The Cosmic Container”;
Sophie McGregor (Junior)
“Sunflower Sunrise”;  Isabel-
la McClelland (Sophomore)
“Nostalgia.”

 Those who received Silver
Key awards have their art-
work currently on display at
Texas Art Supply in Houston.
The public is invited to visit
the Scholastic Art exhibit now
through March 16, 2020.
(Gold Key winners are on dis-
play at the Galleria Houston.)
Works were evaluated by pan-
els of judges that included
professional artists and teach-

Huffman Art students receive
scholastic art & writing
national silver key awards

ers. In Harris County, more
than 9,000 entries by stu-
dents (grades 7-12) from 25
school districts and private
schools submit artwork, and
approximately 600 are award-
ed Gold or Silver Key awards.
This year’s winners will be
recognized and receive their
awards at the 2020 Scholas-
tic Art & Writing Awards of
Harris County Department of
Education coming up on
March 26, 2020 at The Ball-

room at Bayou Place in Hous-
ton.

 This is a remarkable
achievement and milestone
for emerging artists. The
Scholastic Art & Writing
Awards is the nation’s long-
est-running, largest, and most
prestigious competition for
creative teens in both art and
writing. To stay up-to-date on
everything art in Huffman
ISD, visit “Huffman Visual
Arts” on Facebook.

Sophie McGregor, left, and Kiara Molina

The Houston Symphony
brings the music of Whitney
Houston to Jones Hall May 9th

Tickets may also be pur-
chased at the Houston
Symphony Patron Servic-
es Center in Jones Hall
(Monday–Saturday, 12–6
p.m.). All programs and
artists are subject to
change.

MUSIC OF WHITNEY
HOUSTON

Thursday, May 9,
7:30 p.m.

Brent Havens, conductor
Amanda Cole, vocalist

About the Houston
Symphony

During the 2019–20
season, the Houston Sym-
phony celebrates its sixth
season with Music Direc-
tor Andrés Orozco-Estra-
da and cont inues  i ts
second century as one of
America’s leading orches-
tras with a full comple-
m e n t  o f  c o n c e r t ,
community, education,
touring, and recording ac-
tivities.  The Houston
Symphony, one of the old-
est performing arts orga-
nizations in Texas, held
its inaugural performance
at The Majestic Theater in
downtown Houston June
21, 1913. Today, with an
annual operating budget
of $35.2 million, the full-
time ensemble of 88 pro-
f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c i a n s

presents nearly 170 con-
certs annually, making it
the largest performing
arts organization in Hous-
ton. Additionally, musi-
cians of the orchestra and
the Symphony’s four Com-
munity-Embedded Musi-
cians offer over 1,000
community-based perfor-
mances each year at vari-
ous schools, community
centers, hospitals, and
churches reaching more
than 200,000 people in
Greater Houston annual-
ly.

The Grammy Award-
winning Houston Sym-
phony has recorded under
various prestigious labels,
including Koch Interna-
tional Classics, Naxos,
RCA Red Seal, Telarc, Vir-
gin Classics, and, most re-
cently, Dutch recording
label Pentatone. In 2017,
the Houston Symphony
was awarded an ECHO
Klassik award for the live
recording of Alban Berg’s
Wozzeck under the direc-
tion of former Music Di-
rector Hans Graf. The
orchestra earned its first
Grammy nomination and
Grammy Award at the
60th annual ceremony for
the same recording in the
Best Opera Recording cat-
egory.

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New IH-10 Bridge,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cross-section of the Trinity River IH-10 bridge shows a clean span of 450’ with a total
length of 990’, and support columns on dry land and not in the floodway. Clearance
under the center section of the bridge is 45’, enough to allow taller tugboats. Currently
the clearance of the San Jacinto river bridge is only 20’ and higher and lower tugboats
work in transfer teams to get barges past the bridge.

economic goals early in the
planning stage. It involves
public meetings with feed-
back from the public and in-
terested parties, as well as
engineering studies.

Normally a new bridge as
contemplated would take 5 to
10 years for design and con-
struction, but TxDOT indi-
cates that due to the critical
nature of this corridor, and
the continued threat of dam-
age from barge traffic and
storms, the schedule may be
condensed to 3 to 5 years.

This short schedule puts
the construction activity into
the area at the same time as

the EPA plans to remove the
toxic Waste Pits from the
North and South sides of the
bridge. TxDOT said they are
aware of this problem and
taking it into consideration.
Also being studied is how the
expanded highway, at a high-
er elevation, would join with
existing roads on the east and
west banks. They are espe-
cially concerned about the in-
tersection with
Crosby-Lynchburg Road, and
Highway 330, they said.

The cross section of the
bridge design they may adopt
shows a clearance under the

structure of 45 feet, and a
clear span shore to shore of
450 feet. (See diagram). The
width of the bridge, and how
many lanes is has, will de-
pend upon the PEL study, the
engineers say. It might be 4
to6 lanes each direction, and
possibly with an HOV lane in
addition.

The bridge is expected to
cost $250 to $350 million dol-
lars, and so far no source of
funding has been identified.
TxDOT said that typically a
mix of local, state, and feder-
al monies are used.

The shooting happened
around 10 a.m. in the 400
block of Freeport Street.

A man was shot and
killed by a Harris County
deputy in the Cloverleaf
area last Sunday, March 1,
2020, morning after author-
ities said he brandished a
pistol.

The shooting happened
around 10 a.m. in the 400
block of Freeport Street af-
ter several residents called
911 to report a suspicious
man. When police confront-
ed him, about a mile away,
he was armed with a gun.

“He pointed it at his head
and started waving it
around,” Sheriff Ed Gonza-
lez said, calling the shooting
an apparent suicide -by-cop.

The man, who was not
identified, yelled he “didn't
want to go back to jail,”
Gonzalez said.

He aimed the weapon at
the deputy, who then opened
fire with about 10 gunshots.

The deputy was not hurt.

Man shot and killed by
Harris County deputies

Harris County deputies on scene after a man was shot and
killed.

Emergency personnel also assisted at the scene where a
man was killed by a Harris County deputy.
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ASK THE EXPERT

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

HB76. The bill passed the
Texas Senate on May 20 by
a vote of 20-11.

Stephens then said, “It
has been seven years and
two weeks to the day since
Cody died in my easy chair
for what we would later
discover was unnecessary.
So, my wife, Melanie and I
said let’s give this thing
seven years to get passed
while we show them that
screenings can be done all
over the state without ex-
cessive spending and save
some young lives.  It real-
ly is a God thing. Right
now, some 100 kids among
those that  have been
screened throughout the
State of Texas have been
told they need heart sur-
gery. Some 2,600 students
have been told they need
to be aware of heart condi-
tions that could be a dan-
ger, now at least they have
some knowledge of there is
a condition. Right now, a
Chiropractor can perform
your child’s screening, in
2020 we can offer parents
a EKG. We are the first
state to offer this, I start-
ed getting calls from Cali-
f o r n i a ,  F l o r i d a  a n d
Massachusetts almost im-
mediately to ask how we
got it passed. ”

Now Pennsylvania’s
Senate has passed SB 836,
Peyton’s Bill in honor of a
young basketball player
and it passed that Senate
on Cody Stephens’ birth-
day, October 21.

There are varied forms
of the bill concerned with
prevention o f  sudden
death. In California the
Eric Paredes Cardiac Ar-
rest Prevention Act autho-
rizes pupils or parents to
require an electrocardio-
gram.

In Minnesota HB 3145
is pending in House Edu-
cation Policy Committee. It
deals with concussions in
addition to sudden cardiac
arrest providing that a
screening must for the first
time include a blood pres-

Going Big,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scott and wife Melody Stephens stand outside the
Pennsylvania Senate with a photograph of Cody Stephens
hoping that their testimony reached the ears of lawmakers
deciding what to do about sudden death among student
athletes.

sure test. Symptoms of
concussion or heart prob-
lems prompts additional
responsibility and screen-
ing.

South Carolina is re-
viewing HB 3402 within
the House Committee on
Education and Public
Works it is sponsored by
Hunter Cobb.

Tennessee Bill 1302 in-
troduces the feasibility of
requiring students to un-
dergo an ECG before par-
ticipating in group sports.
It has made it to review of
the Committee Calendar.
The wording however al-
most dooms its passage
this year.

New Jersey would re-
quire 8th grade students to
have a physical exam with
a cardiac component. It
has been referred on to the
Senate Education Commit-
tee.

New York’s AB 4135a
requires cardiac screening
of student athletes but it’s
status is currently strick-
en. It has been sent to the
Committee of Education
for review.

Stephens has presided
over national groups such
as  Who  We  P lay  For
(WWPF) a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization whose
mission is to eliminate pre-
ventable sudden cardiac
d e a t h  i n  t h e  y o u n g
through affordable heart
screenings.

Sudden Cardiac Arrest
leads cause of death in
sports , more then any
form combined. Thousands
of seemingly healthy kids
die every year due to de-
tectable heart conditions.

American College of
Cardiology Scientific Ses-
sion question if the ECG is
necessary with only 20%
saying it is and some 40%
saying it should not be re-
quired but 74% of Europe-
an Cardiologist say it
should be required of first
year athletes.

Pearl Education
Welcome to the world of

pearls. With the tremen-
dous variety of pearls on
the market today, pearls
are considered the least
understood of all gem-
stones. Please take the
time to familiarize yourself
with the different types of
pearls, pearl grading, their
history and care before
your make a new pearl
purchase.

Types of Pearls
The Classic Pearl
Akoya Pearls
 For nearly 100 years,

akoya pearls grown off the
coast of Japan have been
the classic pearl of choice.
When one pictures a round
strand of white pearls,
they are usually thinking
of akoya.

Although rare baroque
shapes and natural colors
like silver-blue and gold do
exist, akoya pearls are best
known for their perfectly
round shape and sharp,
reflective luster.

While exceptions do ex-
ist, most akoya pearls pro-
duced today range in sizes
from 4 to 10 mm.

If you are looking for a
classic strand of round,
white pearls, you are prob-
ably looking for a strand of
akoya pearls.

Freshwater Pearls
The most affordable

pearls sold today, freshwa-
ter pearls are known for
baroque shapes, white and
pastel body colors and soft-
er luster than akoya (ex-
cept in the case of rare
metallics).

With natural pastel col-
ors and shapes that range
from perfectly round to
free-form baroque, fresh-
water pearls offer a widest
range of options.

Common sizes range
from 5 mm to 12 mm, but
recent advances have led

to the development of
round and baroque pearls
as large as 20 mm.

If you are looking for an
affordable piece or some-
thing more fashion-for-
ward with unique
combinations of colors and
shapes, shop freshwater
pearls.

Tahitian Pearls
Tahitian pearls grown

in French Polynesia are
the only naturally dark
pearls. Although often re-
ferred to as black, Tahitian
pearls come in a rainbow
of exotic colors. Round Ta-
hitian pearls are quite rare
but other fun shapes like
drops, baroques and ovals
are highly-sought and still
considered very valuable.
If you are looking for a nat-
urally dark pearls that go
well with almost any style,
Tahitian pearls may be
your best choice.

Pearl Care
Pearls are the world's

only organic gemstone, and
therefore, tend to be quite
delicate. Proper care of
your pearl jewelry is essen-
tial to ensure your invest-
ment will last a lifetime.
Personal care products,
such as perfume or hair-
spray, can severely damage
the luster and beauty of a
pearl.

 Thank you for reading
the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting
the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a
diamond dealer and
precious metals broker of
NTR Metals.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds, precious
stones, precious metals, and
other questions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim: "What
can you tell us
about Pearls?"
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On the morning of
February 22, there was a
young homeless mother
who was killed while
crossing Interstate 10.  At
first, people thought she
had intentionally ran
onto the freeway trying to
get to the other side  After
talking to several wit-
nesses, it is believed that
someone was chasing her
and perhaps may have
even pushed her causing
her to fall before being
struck by multiple
vehicles.

As family, friends and
community members
began to raise funds to
help with her final
expenses perhaps some of
the most touching series
of events included the
generosity of Sterling-
wood Church.  They
opened the doors to the
church for the memorial
service and their home-
less ministry offered to
run their shuttle to pick
up members of the
homeless community to
bring them to the service.
There were individuals
who organized a barbeque
fundraiser as well as
donated items for a prize
drawing for Sunday,
March 1.

The benefit was well
attended and funds were
raised to help with final
needs for the young lady.
As I left the benefit, I had
purchased several
dinners.  I dropped my
daughter-in-law and
granddaughter off at
home and was headed
home when I saw a

homeless gentlemen who
looked hungry.  I pulled
my car over and asked if
he wanted my extra
dinners.  He was moving
slowly and was very
appreciative.  Before I
handed the dinners to
him, I asked a simple
question.  I asked him
how long had it been
since he called his
mother.

He looked shocked and
began to cry.  He said it
had been at least seven
years.  I offered him my
phone and asked him to
please call her.  He called
and talked with her for a
few minutes.  After he
hung up the phone, he
asked me how I knew she
needed to hear from him.
I told him that it was just
a mother's instinct.  I
prayed with him before I
drove off and hoped he
did not notice my tears.
He had shared that he
just turned 59 ad his
mother who lives in
Wisconsin had just
turned 85 earlier this
year.  I ask you to please
keep Robert as well as his
mother in your prayers,
not just for him and his
mother but for the many
homeless we see in our
community.  Even if you
are not as bold as me to
pull up and talk to them,
much less offer them a
phone to make a call, at
least resist the urge to
look away.  You may be
the only person who
acknowledges them.  A
simple wave or smile
might be just what they
need today.

Caring for the
Community


