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MAY 2nd ELECTIONS MOVED TO NOVEMBER

Congresswoman and Jacinto City host COVID-19 testing

L to R: Dr. Joseph Varon, Mayor Ana Diaz (white shirt) Congresswoman Sheila Jackson
Lee (at podium), Constable Chris Diaz and not pictured, Constance Jones (Texas
Coalition Black Democrats).  Wearing protective masks and keeping a safe distance
apart from each other as each one gave their advice as to how to prevent the
spread of the virus. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Lon Squyres, City Manager (in foreground) making sure everyone that will be
tested keeps a safe distance apart while waiting in line at the Jacinto City Town
Center.   (Photo by Allan Jamail)

By Allan Jamail

JACINTO CITY - Mon-
day, April 6, 2020 Con-
gresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee and the City
of Jacinto City hosted the
United Memorial Medical
Center’s COVID-19 virus
testing. The testing of 190

people was conducted at
the Jacinto City Town Cen-
ter which was aimed at
testing First Responders
and seniors over 60 years
of age.

North Channel Star
writer Allan Jamail asked
about the cost for the tests
and both UMMC President

Syed Mohuiddin and Con-
gresswoman Lee said the
testing is free.

City Manager Lon
Squyres upon learning of
the availability to be able
to bring testing to the city
activated all city depart-
ments to work with Con-
gresswoman Sheila

Jackson Lee and United
Memorial Medical Center
(UMMC) to accomplish the
testing. He said, “I’m so
glad for this opportunity to
make our first responders
comfortable when going
home to their families af-
ter serving on the front
lines in our communities.”

First responders tested
were from Jacinto City,
Galena Park, Houston and
several constable pre-
cincts.

Mayor Ana Diaz and
city officials were at the
site to oversee the one day

COVID-19 Virus causes Galena Park, Galena Park ISD
to reset local elections; Jacinto City to follow

Galena Park ISD issues statement
on unprecedented action

GALENA PARK – The
Galena Park Independent
School District Board of
Trustees unanimously ap-
proved an order to post-
pone the May 2, 2020,
trustee election until the
November 3, 2020, uni-
form election date during
an emergency meeting

held Monday, March 30th.
Governor Greg Abbott is-
sued a proclamation giving
local government entities
that would otherwise hold
elections on May 2, 2020,
authority to postpone elec-
tions until the next uni-

See GPISD Election, p. 3

See VIRUS testing, p.3

HARRIS COUNTY –
Following the proclama-
tion of Texas Governor
Greg Abbott, allowing the
rescheduling of voting,
several local elections
scheduled for May 2nd
have been postponed and
moved to November 3rd,
the official uniform elec-
tion day for other offices.

The governor issued his
directive to keep people
from congregating at the
polls, and to minimize the
possibility that the COV-
ID-19 virus would be
spread to voters.

Galena Park took their
action in a virtual board
meeting Monday night,
held by computer from

each Commissioner’s
home. The city had previ-
ously planned on holding
the election as a “drive-up”
at Baggett Community
Center and City Hall. This
would have allowed voters
to cast ballots from their
car, to avoid close proximi-

See Elections Moved, p. 3

COVID-19 RESOURCES:
City of Houston Pre-

Screening 832-393-4220
Harris County Ask a Nurse

713-634-1110
Harris County Pre-Screening

832-927-7575 or
readyharris.org

Methodist Hospital
Download mymethodist app.

HOUSTON AREA

TEXAS

UNITED STATES

WORLDWIDE

COVID-19
Cases as of
April 8, 2020

3,711 POSITIVE
65 DEATHS

604 RECOVERED

10,076 POSITIVE
193 DEATHS

1,514,866 POSITIVE
88,538 DEATHS

329,876 RECOVERED

431,838 POSITIVE
14,817 DEATHS

23,906 RECOVERED
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

New online portal and
phone hotline will
enroll qualifying
seniors for daily hot
meal delivery

H A R R I S  C O U N T Y
PCT. 2 — With the thought
that no one should go hun-
gry during the current
Harris County Stay-At-
Home order, and because
many in elderly population
already have difficulties
getting out anyway, Com-
missioner Adrian Garcia is
expanding the existing
homebound senior daily

Pct. 2 expanding ‘Homebound
Senior Food’ delivery program

free hot meal delivery pro-
gram in Precinct 2. Any
Precinct 2 resident who is
age 60 or older possessing
limited resources and is
unable to leave home due
to illness, disability, or
lack of mobility qualifies.

Seniors that qualify will
receive daily, nutritious
hot meals delivered direct-
ly to their door by Precinct
2 staff. Anyone who be-
lieves they are eligible for
this service is asked to reg-
ister on an online form on
the Harris Co. Precinct 2
website (www.hcp2.com/
programs/precinct-2-meal-

program). Those without
internet access are asked
to apply over the phone via
the Precinct 2 Hotline
(713-274-2222) which is
active Monday – Friday
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Commissioner Adrian
Garcia issued the following
statement:

“During this crisis, we
will not forget our most
vulnerable residents of
Precinct 2, such as home-
bound seniors. I have in-
structed my staff to expand
our current homebound
senior food delivery pro-
gram by signing up any

Commissioner Adrian Garcia

Crosby Community Food Drive

Crosby Community Center staff, known to be friends with the Easter Bunny hosts
a Food Distribution for Precinct 2 residents made possible by donations through
Humble Area Assistance Ministries (HAAM) and H-E.-B. grocers.

Free food distributed at
several schools and centers

Precinct 2 Northeast Community Center, seen above, and Aldine’s MO
Campbell Center were just two of many sites throughout the area that
were distributing free food to families in a drive-thru last week. Pct. 2
food came from the Hilton Americas Hotel, and consisted of carrots,
potatoes, apples and brussel sprouts.

It was distributed by Second Serving, and deputy constables from local
precincts. It only lasted two hours, and then the food was all  gone. Anyone
with extra food is encouraged to call Pct. 2 for future distribution. The city
of Houston is also distributing food at their community centers. Earlier in
the week Aldine ISD distributed food parcels at 22 schools throughout the
district.

and all seniors who are
struggling and are unable
to leave their Precinct 2
homes, due to illness, dis-

ability, or lack of mobility.
Our current program is
great, but I know there is
going to be an increasing
need for help, and we are
preparing to meet the de-
mand.”

Eligibility
After submitting an ap-

plication, a Harris County
Precinct 2 representative
will evaluate applicants’
conditions. Evaluations
will include assessing the
ability to perform daily ac-
tivities such as food prep-
arations and shopping,
how often the applicant
leaves their home, as well

as their access to other as-
sistance services. Note: All
information gathered is to-
tally confidential, and
records are kept at the
Harris County Precinct 2
service provider’s office.

People may qualify for
home deliveries if they are:

- Ages 60 and over.
- Homebound due to ill-

ness, disability, or frailty.
- Unable to prepare

nourishing meals due to
limited mobility, psycho-
logical, or mental impair-
ment.

- Without resources
such as family and friends.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

event. Mayor Diaz said,
“We’re so appreciative of
Congresswoman Lee for
her bringing UMMC here
for testing of our Police and
Fire Department person-
nel, area seniors and any-
one with Covid 19
symptoms.”

Jacinto City’s Heritage
Hall Director Elizabeth
Flores was applauded for
her and her staff ’s role in
helping to get seniors to
the facility for testing.
Maria Espinosa, Program
Assistant said, “since the
daily meals eaten here at
the facility has been can-
celed due to the virus we
now have a week’s supply
of meals boxed up and giv-
en to the members that
they come get and easily
prepare at home.” Debbie
Martinez, Program Assis-
tant stayed busy all day
shuttling seniors from
their homes to the testing
site.

State Senator Carol Al-
varado said, “I am grateful
for the extensive work that
United Memorial Medical
Center and Congresswom-

Congresswoman and Jacinto City host COVID-19 testing,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

form election date.
Growing concern for

public safety, rapid escala-
tion of novel coronavirus
cases in Harris County and
extension of the Stay At
Home, Work Safe order is-
sued by Harris County
Judge,  Lina Hidalgo ,
prompted the Galena Park
I.S.D. Board of Trustees to
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Dr. Joseph Varon with UMMC visits with a lady in the parking lot who asked to be tested
who said she thought she had the COVID-19 symptoms. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Jacinto City has fenced off all the playground equipment and park benches to prevent
people from gathering there. (Photos by Allan Jamail)

an Sheila Jackson Lee are
doing across Houston to
open testing centers. We all
know that our seniors are
the most vulnerable group,
so it’s really key that
they’re able to get tested
and treated quickly, if
needed. Mobile testing cen-
ters like this one are a big
part of tackling COVID-19
and slowing its spread, so
I couldn’t be more appre-
ciative to have testing in
Jacinto City.”

State Representative
Ana Hernandez said, “I am
grateful for the commit-
ment to the health of our
community and leadership
of Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee during these
unprecedented times. It is
vital in our fight against
this virus outbreak that
our senior citizens and
first responders, the most
vulnerable of our neigh-
bors, have access to coro-
navirus testing.”

Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee has also
teamed up with UMMC for
testing at their own
UMMC facility on Tidwell,

Houston at Forest Brook
Middle School and Smart
Financial Centre at Sugar
Land.

At the UMMC facility
3,030 test were made hav-
ing 285 confirmed positive
cases, the average age of
those testing positive is 37.
Forest Brook had 413 tests
with only 2 positive. Sug-
arland had 446 tests and
35 positive.

The test specimens were
sent to Houston’s AltruDX
laboratory with results due
in 3 days. It’s a clinical lab-
oratory for the biological,
microbiological, serologi-
cal, chemical, immunohe-
m a t o l o g i c a l ,
hematological, biophysical,
cytological, pathological, or
other examination of ma-
terials derived from the
human body for the pur-
pose of providing informa-
tion for the diagnosis,
prevention, or treatment of
any disease or impairment
of, human beings.

ty with others. However,
the city decided it would be
safer to have the election
in November, in the normal
manner, according to City
Attorney Robers Collins.
Voters will choose between
3 candidates for Mayor,
and several Commissioner
seats.

Galena Park ISD also
voted to move their Trust-
ee election to November.
The vote was by remote
means to keep everyone
safe from the virus.

Jacinto City has not of-
ficially moved their elec-
tion to November as of
press time. The May 2nd
election was to take place
at the Town Center. How-
ever, City Manager Lon
Squyres said that the
agenda for the April 9th
City Countil meeting in-
cluded a discussion and
vote on moving the election
to November, and it is ex-
pected to pass.

Another entity in the
area that has scheduled an

election is the Barbers Hill
ISD. They plan to ask vot-
ers to approve a $277 mil-
lion dollar bond issue for
new schools and related
expenditures. They have
indicated they will contin-
ue to have the election on
May 2nd, and voters will
cast their ballot at the high
school, perhaps in a “drive-
up” mode. They also are
encouraging everyone to
use mail-in ballots if pos-
sible.

take action to postpone the
election.

“As a district, we are
working diligently to enact
measures to protect our
staff, students and fami-
lies from unnecessary ex-
p o s u r e  d u r i n g  t h i s
pandemic crisis,” stated
Dr. Angi Williams, Galena
Park I.S.D. Superinten-

dent. “I am so thankful our
Board of Trustees was pro-
active and took swift action
to postpone the election.
Safety is our top priority at
this time.”

Early voting for the No-
vember 3rd election will
take place October 19,
2020 – October 30, 2020.

GPISD Election,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Sergant Dennis Wolfford, a
Harris County Sheriff ’s De-
tective, reports that on March
31, Jason Armster, 37, went to
the Baytown Police Depart-
ment saying his wife was de-
ceased at the residence they
share at 13102 Ashley Mead-
ow Ln. in unincorporated
Harris County.

At the time he indicated he
did not know who if anyone
had killed her. Armster’s
statements led Baytown PD
believe Jason Armster possi-
bly murdered his wife. From
this point, Harris County Pre-
cinct 3 Constables Deputies
went to the residence to con-
duct a Welfare Check. Depu-
ty Constables were allowed
entry into the residence by a
child who advised his mom
was sleeping in her bedroom.
Deputies entered the room
and found a deceased female
in the bed with obvious trau-
ma to her body. Deputies took
custody of three children to
Child Protective Services un-
til relatives were contacted.

HCSO Homicide and
Crime Scene Investigators
assumed the lead role in the
investigation. The investiga-
tion has revealed the com-
plainant suffered at least one
gunshot wound. Jason Arm-
ster has been charged with
murder and is being booked
into the Harris County Jail.

Husband held in
wife’s murder
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COUNTY TALK
Harris County Judge

Lina Hidalgo

✯

Harris County Surpassing 1,000
Cases of COVID-19, 13 Fatalities�

“Today, our county reached a grim milestone.
Within Harris County, including the City of
Houston, more than 1,000 residents have now
tested positive. Deaths have now entered the
double-digits - 13 people have had their lives
stolen by COVID-19. We know it is easy to feel
powerless against this virus, an invisible force
responsible for so much hardship across our
region. The truth is, we are not powerless. For
those of you at home, distancing and protecting
your community - thank you. That simple act of
staying physically apart from others is making a
difference by saving lives - among the vulnerable
and strong alike. Those same actions will help us
get past this surge in cases sooner so that we can
go back to normal and our economy can get back
on track as soon as possible. As we have with
every other challenge we have faced, we will
emerge stronger when this is over- but the only
way to get there is together.”

These past few weeks, our lives have been
uprooted as our community has taken crucial and
extensive measures to protect ourselves from the
COVID-19 epidemic. We have declared a public
health emergency in Harris County. Large
gatherings have been canceled, schools have
closed their doors, and we have ordered restau-
rants to close their dining rooms. Those who are
able to do so are working from home, many
juggling full-time jobs and caring for and home-
schooling their children. Too many are without a
job and struggling to make ends meet. Countless
others, from medical professionals to grocery
store employees, are on the job risking their
health and working harder than ever, preparing
for what is yet to come.

While I know this is an incredibly difficult
time, we are in a crucial moment in which our
sacrifices will save the lives of our relatives,
neighbors, and friends. Everyone must play their
part to help us stop the spread of Coronavirus.
Only by stopping the spread of the virus will we
keep our healthcare system from being over-

whelmed and ensure that we get over this crisis
and back to normality as soon as possible.

The number of COVID-19 cases within Harris
County continues to quickly grow, and we must
continue to do everything possible to temper these
numbers. On Tuesday, I extended the manda-
tory Stay Home-Work Safe order for Harris
County. The order closes non-essential business-
es and stops non-essential activities through
April 30. This decision, and any other decisions
we make, are based on science and data. Our
North Star is the advice we are getting from our
hospital leaders, who tell us rates are going up
too quickly, but we are still in time to fare better
than what we are seeing in other communities if
we all do our part.

Please, follow the order and stay home as
much as you possibly can. Keep practicing social
distancing and following community guidelines.
Support our local restaurants by ordering take-
out or delivery. If you can, donate to the Greater
Houston COVID-19 Recovery Fund to help our
most vulnerable residents in this critical time of
need. Stay informed by visiting the Ready Harris
website for COVID-19 information, updates, and
resources. Take some time to fill out your census.
And take care of yourself — reach out for help if
you or someone you know needs it.

We are in this together and we will beat this
together. Stay strong.

Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo Extends Stay at Home,

Work Safe Order to April 30

Editor & Publisher..............................Gilbert Hoffman
Associate Publisher.....................Mei-Ing Liu Hoffman
Assoc. Editor/Advertising Manager.....Lewis Spearman
Assistant Editor.........................................Julieta Paita
Production Manager...........................Luis Hernandez
Asst. Production Manager............Gerardo Hernandez
Entered as Periodicals Class at Highlands Post Office, Highlands, TX 77562. Under the Act
of Congress of March 3, 1879. Published 50 weeks per year, on Thursday, by Grafikpress
Corp., 5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057. Opinions in this paper are those of the au-
thors, and not necessarily this newspaper’s. Any erroneous statement which may appear
will be corrected when brought to the attention of the publisher. Liability for errors is
limited to the reprinting of the corrected version. Submissions are encouraged, in person,
by mail, by Fax, or by email, to grafikstar@aol.com.

GRAFIKPRESS is publisher of community newspapers, including Highlands STAR-Crosby
COURIER; Barbers Hill Dayton PRESS; Northeast NEWS; North Forest NEWS, North Chan-
nel STAR. Combined circulation of these newspapers exceeds 50,000, Readership exceeds
110,000 according to industry standards. We also print dozens of school, ethnic, and
government publications on contract. Call for information to 713-977-2555.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In-county, $28.00 per year. Out of county, $35.00 per Year. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to Star-Courier, P. O. Box 405, Highlands, TX 77562

News and Ad Phones....713-266-3444
FAX Line....713-977-1188
email: grafikstar@aol.com

Member Texas Press Association

and the
USPS 244-500

C R O S B YH I G H L A N D S

Barbers Hill✯Dayton PRESS

Star✯CourierStar✯Courier

Crosby Dirt & Mulch 6402 Miller-Wilson Rd. Call (713) 540-6844

Best Quality Line of Landscaping, and Gardening Products
with Delivery, Spreading, Levelling and Tractor Work Available

NEW MOSS LINE
IN ROCKS!

VARIETY OF  MULCHES AND
COMPOST

Bag Mulches

Beautiful
Top Soil,

All types of
Soil, Sand

Garden Mixes
Mulches,
including
Red Oak,
Hickory,

Composts,
Driveway

Rocks
Landscaping

Rocks

Cooking and Heating Firewood
Varieties

Soils & Sands

Call Bob Franks for an
honest estimate
(713) 540-6844

Great Time to Work on Your Garden
(713) 540-6844

Good Fences Make Good Neighbors
(281) 691-0743

Storm Damage?
FREE  ESTIMATES
INSURANCE CLAIMS

SPECIALISTS

Many Types
of New Fencing
Fencing Repair
(281) 691-0743
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BIRTHDAYS
Apr 9-- Casie Russell

Damon Lay
Mitchell Thompson

Apr 10--Wendi Owens
Apr 11--Paul Bailey

Teresa Barker
Richard Lyons

Apr 11--Ashliegh Oviedo
Apr 12-Rlylee Clamon
Apr 13-Cameron Hosea
Apr 15--Harry Stewart

Cherie Zarsky

ANNIVERSARIES
Apr 9--Robert &

Delana Matthews
Joshua & Kaylee
Bradley

Apr 10--Rod & Anita
Davis

✯     L I F E S T Y L E    P A G E    ✯

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Call
GRAFIKSHOP
for printing quotes
713-977-2555

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

Select Services:
Personal Care
Social Outlings
Respite Care
24 hr. Care

In-Hospital Sitting
Post-Surgical
    Assistance
Pet & Plant Care
Light Housework
Meal Preparation
Transportation

MONICA NELSON
COMMUNITY LIASON

346-216-8872
mnelson@sigselect.com
606 Rollingbrook Dr. #2G

Baytown, TX 77521
832-695-2328

The Journey of a thousand
miles begins with one step

-LaoTzu

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

OBITUARIES
✯ ✯

IN THE
STARS

EVENTS

Meal Distribution
during COVID-19

The safety and well-be-
ing of our communities
come first in Precinct 2. We
understand that during
this time food accessibili-
ty can be limited due to va-
cant grocery stores. To
help, Harris County Pre-
cinct 2 is hosting a food dis-
tributions at parks
(children only) and com-
munity centers (all ages)
Below you will find flyers
and information about
what’s taking place this
week (week of April 6th)

FREE KIDS LUNCHES AT
PARKS

Happening at 5 parks
every day

Drive-thru style and on
a first come, first serve ba-
sis.

Parents MUST bring
their kids in order to re-
ceive them

FOR LUNCHES AT OUR
COMMUNITY CENTERS

Taking place at 9 Pre-
cinct 2 Community Cen-
ters

Drive-thru style and on
a first come, first serve ba-
sis.

For individuals of all
ages

Must be present to re-
ceive lunch

Be sure to also follow
Harris County Precinct 2
on social media for more
information and updates
on other resources avail-
able to you.

OTHER FOOD
DISTRIBUTIONS

The Houston Food
Bank, school districts, as
well as other organizations
are working together to
host food distributions in
various areas, in efforts to
address the food insecuri-
ty while following social
distancing procedures for
the safety of the communi-
ty. Are you or someone you
know in need of food? Per-
fect! This blog is for you.
We have put together a list
of meal distribution loca-
tions for those in need dur-
ing this difficult time.

Note: You can also find
local pantries across the
county by visiting the
Houston Food Bank’s web-
site, or call their helpline
at 832-369-9390.

PRECINCT 2 AREA SCHOOL
DISTRICTS:

ALDINE ISD
Starting Monday, March

30, Child Nutrition Servic-

Free Meals by Precinct 2 at
centers and parks, schools

es will be providing break-
fast and lunch pickup from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Families
will be able to pick up six
meals for each student on
Monday and four meals for
each student on Thursday.
This change allows both
families and staff to re-
main healthy and safe dur-
ing meal pickup.

Students no longer have
to be present for meal pick-
up, however, Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture (TDA)
requires parents/guard-
ians to show proof of en-
rollment in a school
district through an ID
badge, report card, atten-
dance report/record, or
birth certificate for stu-
dents under school age.

GOOSE CREEK ISD
Since Monday, March

23, Goose Creek CISD has
adjusted its Grab and Go
meal distribution to in-
clude additional locations
and to allow both breakfast
and lunch to be given out
at one time. This will not
only give families easier
access to the meal distribu-
tion sites, but it also will
allow them to pick up
breakfast and lunch in one
stop. Children must be
present to receive meals.

Each child age 18 and
under will receive two bags
of food. Goose Creek CISD
staff will hand out the food
from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. on
weekdays. The 19 locations
include Alamo, Ashbel
Smith, Austin, Bañuelos,
Bowie, Carver, Clark,
Crockett, Harlem, High-
lands, Lamar, San Jacinto,
and Travis elementaries;
Cedar Bayou, Gentry, and
Horace Mann junior
schools and Goose Creek
Memorial, Lee and Ster-
ling high schools.

GALENA PARK ISD
Galena Park ISD’s Stu-

dent Nutrition Depart-
ment will provide FREE
meals beginning Tuesday,
March 17, and continuing
through the duration of the
closure at the campuses
listed below.

Students must be 18
years of age to qualify.

Breakfast will be pro-
vided from 7:30 a.m. to
9:00 a.m., and lunch will be
provided from 10:45 a.m. to
12:15 p.m. Meals will be
distributed near the bus
ramp of the campus.
CURBSIDE MEAL
CAMPUSES:

Woodland Acres Ele-
mentary School - 12956
Sarahs Ln, Houston, TX
77015

Sam Houston Elemen-
tary School - 4101 East
Sam Houston Pkwy N,
Houston, TX 77015

Galena Park Elementa-
ry School - 401 N Main St,
Galena Park, TX 77547

Dr. Shirley J. William-
son Elementary School -
6720 New Forest Parkway,
Houston, TX 77049

North Shore Middle
School - 120 Castlegory Rd,
Houston, TX 77015

DEER PARK ISD
Deer Park ISD contin-

ues to provide free break-
fast and lunch to children
18 years and under on
weekdays through April
10. Parents can drive by
the following locations to
pick up a lunch meal as
well as a breakfast meal
for the next morning for
each child who is present
in the vehicle (under state
guidelines, each child must
be in the vehicle). Walk-up
orders are also permitted
for those who have no ve-
hicle. However, each child
must be present to pick up
meals, and social distanc-
ing rules must be followed.

Beginning Monday,
March 30:

THE FALLS OF DEER
PARK (7201 Spencer Hwy,
Pasadena, TX 77505)

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
CARPENTER ELE-

MENTARY (5002 W Pasa-
dena Blvd, Deer Park, TX
77536)

(Use the parent drop-off
lane/north entrance off
Pasadena Boulevard be-
tween Bonnette Junior
High and old Carpenter
Elementary)

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
DEEPWATER ELE-

MENTARY (309 Glenmore
Dr, Pasadena, TX 77503)

(Use the bus lane/north
entrance off Meadowlake
Road)

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
DEER PARK HIGH

SCHOOL-NORTH CAM-
PUS (402 Ivy Ave, Deer
Park, TX 77536)

(Use the student pick-
up lane near the school li-
brary off Ivy Avenue and
East Fourth Street)

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

HOUSTON LEISURE RV
RESORT

(1601 S Main St, High-
lands, TX 77562)

10:30-11:15 a.m.

PIEDMONT APARTMENTS
(7510 Decker Dr, Bay-

town, TX 77520)
11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

HUFFMAN ISD
Beginning March 30,

Grab-n-Go breakfast and
lunch meals will be avail-
able once per day, from
11:00 - 1:00, Monday-Fri-
day at Huffman Elementa-
ry School.

The Houston Food Bank
will be making their food
delivery this Friday, April
3. This food may be picked
up Friday, also from 11:00
- 1:00, and is open to all
Huffman community
members in need of assis-
tance.

For more information,
please visit their Facebook
page https://
www.facebook.com/huff-
manschools or email them
at sdupree@huffman
isd.net.

SHELDON ISD
Sheldon ISD continues

to provide “Grab and Go”
meals for children ages 1-
18 beginning at the follow-
ing campuses:

Carroll Elementary
Royalwood Elementary
Sheldon Elementary
Null Middle School
C. E. King Middle

School
Each week on Monday

and Thursday, breakfast
will be available for pick up
from 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m.;
and lunch will be available
for pick up from 11:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. Each distribu-
tion will consist of six
meals each time to cover
for the week. Students
MUST be present when
walking or driving up in
order to receive their
meals for accounting pur-
poses.

BOB L. BOYLES

Bob L. Boyles

Bob L. Boyles was born
April 28, 1939, to Levi and
Opal Boyles in Gladewater,
Texas, the first of 5 chil-
dren. He passed away
March 30, 2020 with his
family by his side.

After living in Califor-
nia, New Mexico and Hous-
ton, the family moved to
Crosby, Texas in 1949,
where Bob enrolled in the
fifth grade in Crosby ISD,
and that very same year,
met the girl who would be-
come the love of his life.

Bob graduated from
Crosby High School in
1957, where he had been
active in FFA as an officer,
was class vice-president,
and had been very active
in Boy Scouts.

Bob enrolled in Univer-
sity of Houston when his
education was interrupted
by being drafted into the
US Army. He was dis-
charged from military ser-
vice in 1960 after serving
18 months in Germany,
with the rank of E-5, and
was called back into the
army in 1961 to serve a
third year, which contrib-
uted to his forming many
close, life-long friendships.
One of his most enjoyable
activities was participat-
ing in the many “Co-A” re-
unions with his army
buddies.

On July 8, 1960, Bob
married Joyce Polka and
they were blessed with
three children; Bob Jr.,
Belinda and Bethany, and
the family resided in Cros-
by from 1963 to present.

Bob was employed at
Pritchett Engineering and
Machine for 28 years, fol-
lowed by Montgomery
Brothers, Marberry Ma-
chine, Montgomery Ma-
chine (Scottish firm) G &
G Machine and was cur-
rently employed to USA
Precision Machine. He was
a member of NACE and
ASME.

Bob was a member of
Crosby United Methodist
Church, having served on
many committees. Co-
founded and was president

of the Crosby High School
Football Booster Club
(1975-1979). He was elect-
ed to the Board of Direc-
tors of the Crosby
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, then upon the found-
ing of Harris County
Emergency District #80, he
became the President and
served in that capacity
until his death. He was
Republican Precinct chair-
man and Harris County
Election judge for many
years. Bob proudly served
as Commander of the Cros-
by American Legion Post
658. He was a committee
member of Crosby Alumni
Association and was a
member of the Houston
Livestock Show & Rodeo
Houston General Go-Texas
Committee for 20 plus
years and became a Life-
time Member.

Bob loved his family,
and enjoyed hunting all
across Texas, owning a
ranch and raising Beef-
master and Longhorn cat-
tle in both Harris and Kerr
counties. He loved the time
he and Joyce spent travel-
ling in the USA with their
family and in later years in
Canada, Mexico, the UK,
Europe, Czech Republic,
Alaska, Hawaii, Scotland
and many other countries
in Europe.

Bob was preceded in
death by his parents, Levi
and Opal Boyles, brother
Jerry Lynn, son Bob Jr.,
and best friend Clyde
Clements.

Bob is survived by his
wife of 59 years, 8 months,
Joyce, daughter Belinda
and husband Jeff Arm-
strong; grandchildren
Emily, Ashley (Kelly Sta-
ton), and Jeff Jr., great-
grandchildren Baylor
Marie and James Wyatt.
Daughter Bethany and
husband Matthew
Gotthardt, Gotthardt chil-
dren: Emily, Matthew,
Holden, and Korbyt. Sis-
ters Sharron Montgomery,
Rev. Vivian Boyles and Sa-
vahanna Boyles. In-Laws
Raymond and Connie Pol-
ka, Joe Dee and Janet Pol-
ka, Carol Tepera and many
loving nieces and nephews
of the Polka, Tepera and
Montgomery families.

It is a great wish of
Bob’s that there not be sad-
ness nor mourning. Just to
remember the joys that his
past life has been. Due to
the current situation in the
United States, there will
only be a graveside service
for immediate family. A cel-
ebration of life to follow at
a time to be announced lat-
er, with a gathering of ev-
eryone coming together.

Bob Boyles leaves a
legacy of dedication,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CROSBY – Few leaders
of a community have held
so many leadership posi-
tions as did Bob Boyles and
few have left a legacy that
is dedicated to saving lives
and guarding the security
of a community.

On March 19, 1981, a
vehicle was pulling out
from a side street as a
Crosby Fire Truck ap-
proached, a collision was to
be immenent so Bob Boyles
Jr. swirved to avoid injur-
ing someone else, in the
disaster that followed, the
son of a community leader
lost his life.

In that year a young
Alan Kulak was mascot for
the department, they told
him he was too young to be
a fireman at age 15, and he
was training under Bob
Junior to take on skills
needed to save lives and
fight fires. Now Fire Chief
Kulak believes that due to
the loss of his son in the
line of duty, Bob Boyles
dedicated himself to mak-
ing Crosby have a great a
fire department as it could
possibly afford.

He was elected Presi-
dent of the Board of Direc-
tors in 1982 when Crosby
Firefighters had to relay
only upon donations from
the general public and
fundraising to keep fight-
ing fires.

Boyles spearheaded
many of the fundraising

drives himself in those
days, his dedication ex-
tended to asking for dona-
tions.

In 1988 a young Assis-
tant Chief Kulak recalls
going to Boyles to ask if it
was possible to obtain a
tanker for the department
as this equipment would
greatly expand the capaci-
ty of the firefighters to bat-
tle large flames. Boyles
went to work finding a fi-
nance company that would
extend credit to an organi-
zation that was running
completely off of donations.
Boyles came though and
the department ordered its
first tanker in 1989.

Boyles again got financ-
ing for badly needed equip-
ment when the ladder
truck was so delapidated it
was costing more to keep
it running than a new
truck would cost in 1991.
The department had not
hardly begun paying off
the tanker when Boyles
got financed a new ladder
truck.

“Bob always went above
and beyond to keep our
equipment operational
thoughout the late 1980’s
and 1990’s before we had
a tax basis.” reports Chief
Alan Kulak.

Boyles lead the charge
to get a tax basis in 1998
and lead the effort to bring
the ISO insurance im-
provements of 1999. That

included the adding of new
fire stations at Lake Shad-
ows, FM 1942 and the one
out near Arkema Chemical
Company.

“He will be greatly
missed and hard to re-
place.” said Alan Kulak.

According to Randy Fos-
ter who calls Boyles a
friend from thirty plus
years and dedication to the
Crosby Volunteer Fire De-
partment and served with
Boyles on numerous board
positions, ““Bob did a lot of
‘behind the scenes’ work
that no one knew about. He
put in hours of work secur-
ing the properties of Fier
Station 1 and 2. Bob was a
man of many talents and
a community leader from
painting designs on kids
faces at festivals, rancher,
Legion Commander, ESD
Commissioner, father,
granddad, husband, and
man of God. I will miss our
conversations over our fa-
vorite adult beverages, to
himasking ‘How is every-
one at your house.’”

In 2016, Bob’s efforts in
administration of the Fire
Department, veterans af-
fairs and adminstration of
the Crosby American Le-
gion Post 658 were recog-
nized as he was presented
Citizen of the Year by East-
side Veteran’s Celebration
at the Crosby Fair & Ro-
deo.
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CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

Diamond Jim: "Is the
precious metal
Silver a good

investment?"

Delayed Dreams
As I am writing this

column, I should have
been packing for a
short vacation.  For the
first time in my life, I
was scheduled to travel
to Oklahoma City for a
few days.  I managed to
purchase my airline
ticket, book the hotel,
book the rental car and
keep the trip a surprise
from the friend I was
going to visit.  It was
not just a surprise trip;
it was to celebrate a
friend’s 75th birthday.

And I could take that
a little further.  I have
not seen this friend in
over 30 years.  We had
lost contact from 1997
to 2018, Yet somehow
through a series of
miracles, we reconnect-
ed, and this was
supposed to be a
weekend of reflecting
over our past, sharing
things we had missed
and making more
memories.

Jim and I worked in
the same building from
1981 until I changed
employers in 1983.
During the time we
worked in the building,
we visited a few times
a month yet really did
not know each other.
On my last day before
changing jobs, my
coworkers held a going
away reception for me
and as he passed by
our office, he stopped in
to see what was hap-
pening.  We chatted,
exchanged numbers
and he told me to keep
in touch.

Several weeks later,
as I was driving home
from my new job, I
noticed a street sign
and had to pull over.
We did not have cell
phone phones but as I
pulled out the paper
with his address and
phone number, I
spotted a payphone at
a convenience store.
The street sign I saw

was for his street.  As I
picked up the phone to
call him, I wondered if
he would remember
me.

Fortunately, he did,
and he invited me to
stop at his home.  We
laughed.  We talked
about so many things
that first night.  And
we made plans to get
together again soon.
Over the next year or
so, we continued to get
together and learn so
much about each other.
He was an African
American who had
served in the Navy,
attended Fisk Univer-
sity and was a native of
Oklahoma.  I was a
young 22-year-old
Caucasian who was
still living in the same
zip code after 13 years.

He moved to Chica-
go, I married and had
my first son.  Occasion-
ally I would hear
something on the radio
that made me think
about him.  He had
worked in Human
Resources and truly
built a wall around
himself, which is
probably something
that piqued my inter-
est.  He was such an
interesting person yet
very few people knew
him.

Several years later,
as the internet became
more and more popu-
lar, I would be looking
for him.  At some point
in 1997, I located him
at the University of
Chicago.  We had a
very brief phone
conversation and I
could tell there was
something wrong.  As
we hung up, I began to
pray that God would
reunite us soon.

The irony of this was
that it took until
December 2018 for us
to talk again.

More next week.

Silver, like other
precious metals, may be
used as an investment.
For more than four
thousand years, silver
has been regarded as a
form of money and store
of value. However, since
the end of the silver
standard, silver has lost
its role as a legal tender
in all developed countries,
although some countries
mint bullion and collector
coins like the American
Silver Eagle with nomi-
nal face values.

Millions of Canadian
Silver Maple Leaf coins
and American Silver
Eagle are purchased as
investments each year.
The Silver Maple Leaf is
legal tender at $5 per
ounce and there are
many other silver coins
with higher legal tender
values, including $20
Canadian silver coins.
Silver is legal tender in
the U.S. state of Utah,
and can be used to pay all
debts.

Like most commodi-
ties, the price of silver is
driven by speculation and
supply and demand.
Compared to gold, the
silver price is notoriously
volatile. This is because
of lower market liquidity,
and demand fluctuations
between industrial and
store of value uses. At
times this can cause wide
ranging valuations in the
market, creating volatili-
ty.

Silver often tracks the
gold price due to store of
value demands, although
the ratio can vary. The
crustal ratio of silver to
gold is 17.5:1. The gold/
silver price ratio is often
analyzed by traders,
investors and buyers. In
Roman times, the price
ratio was set at 12 or 12.5
to 1. In 1792, the gold/
silver price ratio was
fixed by law in the United
States at 15:1, which
meant that one troy
ounce of gold was worth
15 troy ounces of silver; a
ratio of 15.5:1 was
enacted in France in
1803. The average gold/
silver price ratio during
the 20th century, howev-
er, was 47:1.

Silver coins include the
one ounce 99.99% pure
Canadian Silver Maple
Leaf and the one ounce
99.93% pure American

Silver Eagle. Coins may
be minted as either fine
silver or junk silver, the
latter being older coins
made of 90% silver. U.S.
coins 1964 and older (half
dollars, dimes, and
quarters) are generally
accepted to weigh 24.71
grams of silver per dollar
of face value, which at
their nominal silver
content of 90%, translates
to 22.239 g of silver per
dollar. All U.S. dimes,
quarters, halves and 1
dollar pieces contained
90% silver since their
introduction up until
1964 when they were
discontinued. The
combined mintage of
these coins by weight
exceeds by far the
mintages of all other
silver investment coins.

All 1965-1970 and one
half of the 1975-1976
Bicentennial San Fran-
cisco proof and mint set
Kennedy half dollars are
“clad” in a silver alloy
and contain just under
one half of the silver in
the pre-1965 issues.

Thank you for reading
the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for support-
ing the North Channel
Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a
diamond dealer and
precious metals broker of
NTR Metals.  See more
at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious
metals, and other ques-
tions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

County, Pct. 2 close
parks over Easter

Harris County, TX —
Following Judge Lina
Hidalgo’s order to close
all county parks to the
public, Harris County
Precinct 2 Commission-
er Adrian Garcia has or-
dered all Precinct 2
parks to be closed to the
public beginning this
Thursday, April 9th at 8
p.m. To help prevent
further spread of Covid-
19, there will be no pic-
nicking, no congregating
or swimming permitted.
The parks closures will
remain in effect until
Monday, April 13th at 8
a.m.

Closures includes:
   Playgrounds, splash

pads ,  f i tness  area ,
beaches, pavilions, sport
complex, nature center
and preserves.

    All restrooms and
water fountains

The following are mi-
nor exceptions provided
social distancing prac-
tices are maintained (no
groups larger than 10, a
minimum of six feet be-
tween individuals/fami-
ly units, etc.)

   Sylvan beach fish-
ing pier limited access

    Outside trails will
remain available for

public use
    Boat ramps at

Clear Lake Park and
Sylvan Beach Park will
be open

Commissioner Adrian
Garcia issued the follow-
ing statement:

“ I  support  Judge
Hidalgo’s decision to
close Harris County
Parks for Easter week-
end. I am also glad Pre-
cinct 2 will be able to
keep the boat ramps at
Clear Lake Park open as
well as allow fishing at
Sylvan Beach Pier. All
of our decisions are
made with the goal of
keeping residents safe
and healthy. We know
Easter weekend is spe-
cial for so many in our
community, however we
want take precautions
to prevent large crowds
from gathering at the
parks.”

In addition, due to the
ongoing limitations in
place because of the
County Judge’s Stay-At-
Home order, Precinct 2-
sponsored open-water
training for Sylvan
Beach Lifeguards is
postponed until further
notice.

AUSTIN—At the direction
of Gov. Greg Abbott, Texas
State Parks will be closed to
the public effective at the
close of business Tuesday,
April 7 in order to maintain
the safest environment for
visitors, volunteers and staff.
The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD) will con-
tinue to stay current with the
latest public health recom-
mendations and will an-
nounce when a definite
reopening date has been de-
termined.

“Given the myriad of chal-
lenges and heightened risks
of operating the parks at this
time, we believe this is the
best course of action right
now in order to meet the
health and safety expecta-
tions the state has set out for
the citizens of Texas,” said
Carter Smith, Executive Di-
rector of TPWD. “All state
parks will remain temporari-
ly closed until public health
and safety conditions im-
prove. During the closure,
staff will continue to steward
and care for the parks to en-
sure they can be immediate-
ly reopened to visitors at the
appropriate time.”

Outdoor recreational op-
portunities such as hunting,
fishing, biking, jogging, walk-
ing, hiking, wildlife viewing,
and the like are essential ac-
tivities for Texas citizens.
TPWD will continue to do its
part to actively encourage
and promote these opportuni-
ties in ways that are safe and
close to home, said Smith.

Through this trying time,
TPWD has worked diligently
to facilitate access to the out-
doors across the state, includ-
ing in the state park system,
which hosted nearly 740,000
day and overnight visitors
throughout the month of
March.

Despite the implementa-
tion of increasingly restrictive
visitor use measures to help
minimize the transmission of
COVID-19 at parks, TPWD
has reached a point where
public safety considerations
of those in the parks, and in
the surrounding communi-
ties, must take precedence
over continued operations.
Difficulty in ensuring compli-
ance with social distancing,
problems in maintaining ad-
equate supplies and keeping
park facilities sufficiently
sanitized are only a few of the
challenges encountered by
state park staff.

While parks are closed to
the public, staff will be work-
ing to help maintain the stan-
dard upkeep, maintenance,
stewardship, and continued
regular cleaning of site facili-
ties.

The Texas State Parks

State parks closed
indefinitely due to virus

Customer Service Center is
currently working toward
contacting customers with
upcoming overnight reserva-
tions to reimburse stays
booked through the reserva-
tion system. Group and facil-
ity reservations have been
cancelled until April 30. Can-
celled reservations will not be
charged normal administra-
tive fees.

Day passes purchased
through the reservation sys-
tem, not associated to the Tex-
as State Parks Pass, will also
be refunded without penal-
ties. The Texas State Parks
Customer Service Center will
automatically process cancel-
lations of both overnight and
day-use reservations. If your
reservation is impacted by a
facility or park closure, a Cus-
tomer Service Center agent
will contact you – you do not
need to contact us. We are
contacting customers in order
of arrival date and appreciate
your patience.

Questions regarding state
park reservations can be
emailed to
customer.service@tpwd.texas.gov
and general park information
can be found at
TexasStateParks.org.
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ATTENTION

If you or
someone
you know worked for
Shell Oil Company
in Galena Park
between 1959 and
1965 and worked
with Horace
Andrews please call
Rebecca at
Simmons Hanly
Conroy toll-free at
(855) 988-2537.
You can also email
Rebecca at
rcockrell@
simmonsfirm.com.
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
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Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

HELP WANTED

DRIVERS
SGT 2000 Motor
Freight Inc. Company
Earn Up to $.45 p/
mile O/O Earn Up to
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E.
Sign On Bonus
$5000*
Company-Owner Op-
erators. Call
713-674-2076
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save pTime & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com
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Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

✯

CENTRAL AUTO
INSPECTIONS

FULL SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS

713-702-3200
JOHNNY GAEKE 911 S. MAIN
OWNER-INSPECTOR HIGHLANDS, TX 77562
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