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As Governor Abbott expands opening
of businesses, virus deaths increase
Health
officials want
more testing,
more tracking

Sheila Jackson Lee, right, announces the seventh free
drive-thru virus testing site, with the cooperation of
UMMC, United Memorial Medical Center. The site is at
Griggs Primary school, 801 Regional Park Drive, in
the Greenspoint area. No screening is required, this
is a drive-thru or walk-thru site. Speaking at the
opening is Aldine superintendent LaTonya Goffney.

HARRIS COUNTY –
Two new sites for testing
of the COVID-19 virus
opened last week and this
week, as health officials
said that more tests are
required to combat a rise
in the count of affected per-
sons and those who have
died.

Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee has led the
effort for the last two
months to get more test
sites, and she was present

for the opening of these
two sites, along with Dr.
Joseph Varon, the presi-
dent of UMMC, the Unit-
ed Memorial Medical
Center, who has been pro-
viding the medical person-
nel and tests for these free
sites.

While the medical pro-
fession is calling for more
test sites, and warning
that the virus pandemic is
not contained or under
control, Texas Governor
Greg Abbott has expanded
his order to open business-
es to the public. On Tues-
day, May 5th he added hair
and nail salons, wedding
venues, tanning salons,
swimming pools, and on
May 18 office buildings

See COVID-19 VIRUS,
page 8

and gyms may open, with
appropriate restrictions on
distances. The order also
allows non-essential man-
ufacturing to open.

Abbott originally said
that Phased openings
would depend upon the
rate of infections and
deaths from the virus de-
creasing, but data from
last week indicates that
Harris County and the
state of Texas had its high-
est number of deaths since
the epidamic started. The
governor did not comment
on his decision to enlarge
the opening of businesses,

Local Free Food programs serve Pct. 2

Constable Sherman Eagleton and deputies gave away
brisket tacos last Thursday at Frank’s Collision Repair
just South of US 90 on FM 2100. The barbecue was
cooked right outside the shop.

HARRIS COUNTY
PRECINCT 2 – Harris
County Precinct 2 has
three programs to distrib-
ute food to those that need
it on a first come first serve
basis.

The first thing to know
is that most of the Harris
County Community Cen-
ters have been closed un-
less there is a special
program going on at one of
them. For example who
knew they were testing for
Covid-19 at the Crosby
Community Center last
weekend?  The only cen-
ters still open are those
that are centrally located
within Precinct 2 such as
Barrett Community Cen-
ter, and J.D. Walker Com-
munity Center. They are
servicing Highlands and

Crosby and Huffman, to
obtain food in the drive
through programs.

Free Food Programs in-
clude the Senior Home-
bound Food Distribution
Programs where about 300
meals are taken to the res-
ident’s home a day if the
senior registers online or
by telephone and they are
accepted.

 “Secondly, we are doing
what we call brown bag
lunches at Community
Centers on Mondays and
Wednesdays and at our
three parks on Tuesday
and Thursdays on a week-
ly basis,” said Frida Villa-
lobos, who heads the
programs for Commission-
er Adrian Garcia.

“On Fridays we are of-
fering “Free Hot Meals” at
our Community Centers.

We are contracting with
local restaurants at the
five community centers.
So, each community center
is offering 200 meals, so
each business gets the op-
portunity to bid for the
project and then they bring
the food and families can
come on a first come first
serve basis and they get
their meal.” concluded Vil-
lalobos.

The registration website
is hcp2.com and the tele-
phone number for those
lacking internet is (713)
274-2222. Also on social
media on the Precinct 2
page, there is constant up-
dating for changes and op-
portunity.

See Free Food
Continued on Page 8

COVID-19
RESOURCES:

• City of Houston

Pre-Screening

832-393-4220

• Harris County Ask a Nurse

713-634-1110

• Harris County Pre-

Screening 832-927-7575 or

readyharris.org

• Methodist Hospital

Download mymethodist app.

Sheldon ISD C. E. King High School
Class of 2020 Valedictorian,
Salutatorian announced

C. E. King High School Valedictorian – Sofia Garcia Bucio
Sofia Elizabeth Garcia Bucio is the Valedictorian for the C. E. King

High School Class of 2020.
While at C. E. King High School, Sofia was part of the Sheldon

Early College Program where she was a member of the National
Honor Society (three years); KHS volleyball team (three years); Earth,
Space and Science Club Secretary (one year – also a member for two
years); Vice-President of Community Service for FCCLA (one year –
also a member for two years); ECHS Ambassador (two years); and a
member of the Environmental Club (one year). She was also “Student
of the Month” her freshman and sophomore years and has always
been an Honor Roll student.

Sofia plans on attending The University of Texas at Austin and will
major in Biochemistry.

She is the daughter of Elizabeth Bucio.

C. E. King High School Salutatorian – Yuleima Zamora
Yuliema Zamora is the Salutatorian for the C. E. King High School

Class of 2020. She was born in Houston and has grown up in this
area her entire life.

After attending Cravens ECA, Sheldon Elementary, Null Middle
School and C. E. King High School, Yuliema was selected to
participate in the Early College High School Program at KHS. Upon
graduation, she will also be receiving her Associate’s Degree from
San Jacinto College.

Throughout her high school career, Yuliema has been part of
many clubs/activities including National Honor Society, soccer, TRIO
Talent Search, Early College Ambassadors, and church choir.

Her future plans include staying home and attending the University
of Houston where she will major in Biochemistry. She also said this
degree will help her pursue a career in dentistry – as her goal is to
help as many people as she can.

Yuleima currently resides with her parents and a younger sister.

Fish Fry without Fish? Rotary
will hold raffle for prizes

North Shore Rotary’s top prize in their Annual benefit Fish
Fry is a 2020 Chevrolet Colorado pickup truck or a Chevy
Camaro, courtesy of Turner Chevrolet in Crosby.

NORTH SHORE – The
Rotary Club has an-
nounced that although
they had to cancel the in-
person Fish Fry due to
Covid-19 restrictions, nev-
ertheless they will hold
their Prize Raffle, and pro-
ceeds will benefit scholar-
ships and community
projects. Their statement:

“The 45th annual fund
raiser will not include
crawfish, catfish, or a live
auction.  We have incorpo-
rated many of our nicer
auction items and includ-
ed them as prizes for our
raffle.

We will have a grand
prize of either a Chevrolet
Colorado pickup truck or a
Camaro.  The choice will be
made by the winner of the
raffle.

Other prizes include a
whole hog, a side of beef,
each cut and wrapped from
animals purchased at auc-
tions from local FFA stu-
dents.  Houston Livestock
& Rodeo packages, Texan
tickets with hotel accom-
modations, vacation pack-
ages, gift cards, and many
more.  Twenty prizes to be
drawn.

Tickets can be pur-

chased from any Rotarian or purchased via Pay-Pal by
going to URL: nsrotaryfishfry@gmail.com or Contact
President Elect Lowell Everitt @ leveritt@everittind.com.

You may Pay by Check:  Mail to PO Box 1152 Chan-
nelview, Texas 77530.

For more information: info@northshorerotary.org
The drawing will be held at Turner Chevrolet at 2:00

PM on Saturday May 16, 2020.  It will be shown live on
Facebook Live by going to Rotary Club of North Shore
Facebook page.  The drawing will also be presented via
a Zoom meeting.  Check the Rotary Facebook page for
ID to enter the meeting.

HOUSTON AREA

TEXAS

UNITED STATES

WORLDWIDE

COVID-19
Cases as of
May 5, 2020

11,142 POSITIVE
271 DEATHS

3820 RECOVERED

32,879 POSITIVE
911 DEATHS

16,090 RECOVERED

3,628,824 POSITIVE
254,430 DEATHS

1,184,499 RECOVERED

1,192,119 POSITIVE
70,115 DEATHS

187,180 RECOVERED

Sofia Garcia Bucio - C. E. King
High School Valedictorian

Yuleima Zamora- C. E. King
High School Salutatorian
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Pct. 2 provides free
Brown Bag Lunch

Goose Creek CISD will
hold virtual graduation
ceremonies for the four
high schools this year due
to social distancing guide-
lines to prevent the spread
of COVID-19. The events
will take place during the
dates and times originally
scheduled and will include
traditional aspects of grad-
uation ceremonies as well
as some creativity, such as
allowing seniors to person-
alize the slides that will be
shown as their names are
announced.

IMPACT Early College
High School’s virtual grad-
uation ceremony will be at
7 p.m. Thursday, May 21.
Virtual graduation cere-
monies will be Saturday,
May 23, for the other three
high schools - Ross S. Ster-
ling High School at 10
a.m., Goose Creek Memo-
rial High School at 2:15
p.m. and Robert E. Lee
High School at 6:30 p.m.
The ceremonies will be
streamed at
www.gccisd.net.

“While this is not the
way we planned to end the
school year and celebrate
our Class of 2020, I want

First cash distributions
have been made to appli-
cants to Harris County
Small Loan Program that
was championed by Com-
missioner Garcia

Harris County, TX —
Today, May 5, 2020, Harris
County Commissioner
Adrian Garcia, along with
program administrators
from Houston-Galveston
Area Council are proud to
announce that the first set
of cash disbursements
have been made to success-
ful applicants to the Har-
ris County Loan Program.

The Program was devel-
oped by Commissioner
Garcia’s office and ap-
proved by Commissioners
Court on April 7th. Less
than 4 weeks later, money

Initial lifelines for Harris
County Small Businesses
have arrived

in the form of forgivable
loans has begun flowing to
qualifying applicants.

The first batch of busi-
nesses have already re-
ceived or will receive their
loans shortly. These loans
can be forgivable if certain
conditions are met. In to-
tal, around more than 600
local small businesses are
expected to receive loans.

“I am extraordinarily
pleased with how fast
we’ve gotten these lifelines
into the hands of our local
small businesses,” Com-
missioner Garcia said. “For
a program to be designed
from scratch to money in
bank accounts in less than
a month exemplifies the
strong leadership local
government has taken dur-

ing this pandemic. We’ve
proved that we are often
the best option to move
most quickly to respond to
residents’ needs. I also
want to thank the fine
folks at Houston-
Galveston Area Council for
stepping up and acting fast
for the people of Harris
County.”

“We’re moving as quick-
ly as possible to navigate
the applicants through the
underwriting and review
process, and to get funds
distributed to these busi-
nesses that are in dire
need,” said Omar Fortune,
program manager of the
Houston-Galveston Area
Local Development Corpo-
ration.

GCCISD to hold virtual
graduation ceremonies

Paola Santos, a graduating senior from IMPACT
Early College High School, who also is receiving
an associate degree from Lee College, is a proud
member of the Class of 2020.

Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman

them to know how proud
we are of their accomplish-
ments as well as of their
resilience and understand-
ing as they face the disap-
pointment of not having
the opportunity to partici-
pate in several of their
rites of passage as seniors.
As always, the safety of our
students and their fami-
lies, as well as that of our
staff, is our top priority,”

said Dr. Randal O’Brien,
Goose Creek CISD super-
intendent. “After meetings
with principals and senior
leadership teams and with
input from students, we
decided to take a creative
approach to honoring our
seniors with virtual cere-
monies, senior videos, and
yard signs to make gradu-
ation a positive experience
they will remember.”

Every Tuesday and Thursday from 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm, Harris County Precinct 2
distributes free lunch for all ages in a drive-thru style and on first come, first serve
basis.This week distribution will be at Cloverleaf Park, 825 Beacon St., Houston,
77015; Baytown Soccer Park, 4700 Village Ln., Baytown, 77520 and at Bay Area
Annex, 16603 Buccaneer Ln., Houston, 77062.

Precinct 3 finds jacked cars

The Precinct 3 Constable’s Office located a series of vehicles and equipment
reported stolen in Channelview on Monday morning. Deputies recovered
4 stolen vehicles and a mini excavator this morning (only 3 pictured) in
the Sheldon / Channelview area. Deputies are investigating to see if these
auto thefts are connected. These are expected to be related to an organized
crime operation and have not yet been determined to relate to a chop
shop interdicted in McNair early this week.
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NORTH CHANNEL STARNORTH CHANNEL STARNORTH CHANNEL STARNORTH CHANNEL STARNORTH CHANNEL STAR
PICK-UP LOCATIONSPICK-UP LOCATIONSPICK-UP LOCATIONSPICK-UP LOCATIONSPICK-UP LOCATIONS

NORTH SHORE

North Channel Chamber Office, I-10 in
Woodforest Bank Bldg

Pineforest Jewelry, Uvalde Rd

Carter-Conley Funeral Home, 13701 Corpus Christi
St.

San Jacinto College North, Student Center &
Library

Fonteno Court House, Wallisville Rd

Sellers Brothers Market, Uvalde Rd

YMCA, Wallisville Rd.

Kroger's, Woodforest @ Beltway 8

Sen. Sylvia Garcia office, in Woodforest Bank Bldg

North Channel Library, Wallisville Rd

Water District # 21, Sheldon Rd

CHANNELVIEW

Woodforest Bank, Sheldon Rd

Post Office, Sheldon Rd

Woodforest Bank, Sheldon Rd

Channelview Admin Bldg, Sheldon Rd

Holiday Inn, I-10 E

Martin Luther King Community Ctr.,
Lorenzo St.

Water District #47, Woodforest Blvd

Chevron, Woodforest & Uvalde

Bonfire Wings, Woodforest Blvd

Serena Donuts, Woodforest Blvd

Pine Trails Community, Woodbend Dr

SHELDON

Sheldon ISD Admin Bldg.

Kroger’s, Normandy at Woodforest

Sheldon ISD Transportation

HCA Houston 24/7, Beltway 8

CLOVERLEAF

HC WCID #36, Hollywood St

Grayson Community Center, Corpus Christi St

Galena Park Admin Building, Beltway 8 at
Woodforest

CommunityBank of Texas, I-10 E @ Freeport

North Channel Assistance Ministries, Bonham @
Freeport

Chevron, I-10 West

JACINTO CITY

City Hall, Main Street

Community Center/Senior Center, Oates Rd

Capital Bank, I-10 E

Jacinto City Branch Library, Akron St

State Rep Ana Hernandez office, Mercury Drive

Sellers Brothers Market, Market St

Market Street Feed Store, Market St

Mr. Mercury Gas Station, Mercury Dr

Jacinto City Parks & Recreation, Mercury Dr

Chevron, Market St

GALENA PARK

Baggett Community Center, Keene St

Galena Park City Hall, Clinton Drive

Galena Park Library, Keene St

United Comm. Credit Union, 16th St

Galena Park Community Crt, Keene St

Middleton Super Market, Clinton Dr

Exxon King Fuel, Clinton Dr

Galena Park Medical Clinic, Clinton Dr

If you would like to be a PICK-UP LOCATION, let us know.
713-266-3444 or northchannelstar@gmail.com.
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(AUSTIN) — Texas Comp-
troller Glenn Hegar today
said state sales tax revenue
totaled $2.58 billion in April,
9.3 percent less than in April
2019, the steepest decline
since January 2010.

The majority of April sales
tax revenue is based on sales
made in March and remitted
to the agency in April. Wide-
spread social distancing re-
quirements were not in place
across much of the state until
late March, meaning the im-
pact of those measures affect-
ed only a portion of sales tax
remittances in April. Next
month’s remittances likely
will show steeper declines
compared to a year ago, as the
effects of both the shuttering
of businesses related to COV-
ID-19 and plummeting oil
prices were manifest through-
out April.

“State sales tax collections
declined as a result of efforts
to stem the spread of COVID-
19 through business closures,
crowd limits and stay-at-home
orders adopted in the state, as
well as a precipitous drop in
worldwide demand for oil,”
Hegar said. “The steepest de-
clines in tax remittances were
from businesses most quickly
and dramatically affected by
social distancing: restaurants,
performing arts venues, mov-

State Sales Tax Revenue
Totaled $2.6 Billion in April

ie theaters, theme parks and
fitness centers, as well as de-
partment stores and boutique
retail shops. However, those
losses were, to a degree, off-
set by increases from big-box
retailers, grocery stores and
online vendors. Remittances
from oil- and gas-related sec-
tors also fell significantly as
oil and gas exploration and
production companies
slashed capital spending in
response to the crash in oil
price.”

Sales tax is the largest
source of state funding for the
state budget, accounting for
57 percent of all tax collec-
tions. It can also be a lagging
indicator of economic slow-
downs. The recession associ-
ated with the financial crisis
more than a decade ago began
in December 2007 and lasted
18 months, but Texas did not
see significant sales tax de-
clines until early 2009. While
the effect on sales taxes from
the current economic contrac-
tion has been more immedi-
ate, the impact of rising
unemployment and contract-
ing economic activity in many
parts of the state’s economy,
including oil and natural gas
exploration and production,
likely will act as a drag on
sales tax revenue for many
months.

The effects of the March
economic slowdown and fall-
ing oil prices were more evi-
dent in other sources of
revenue in April 2020. Texas
collected the following reve-
nue from other major taxes:

motor vehicle sales and
rental taxes — $164 million,
down 45 percent from April
2019, the largest monthly
drop on record in data going
back to 1983;

motor fuel taxes — $284
million, down 12 percent from
April 2019, the steepest drop
since 1991;

natural gas production tax
— $67 million, down 48 per-
cent from April 2019;

oil production tax — $191
million, down 45 percent from
April 2019;

hotel occupancy tax — $24
million, down 63 percent from
April 2019, the deepest drop
in data going back to 1990;
and

alcoholic beverage taxes —
$57 million, down 55 percent
from April 2019. Declines
were driven by mixed bever-
age gross receipts and sales
taxes, both of which were
down more than 58 percent.
Excise taxes on beer were up
16 percent from April 2019,
while wine excise taxes were
up 9 percent from April 2019.

HOUSTON (April 27,
2020) – This week, the
H o u s t o n  S y m p h o n y
launches its new Living
Room Series—hour-long
livestream recitals by the
world-class musicians of
the Houston Symphony,
Friday nights at 8 p.m.

 Streamed online via a
private link to ticket
ho lders ,  each  l ives -
treamed recital spotlights
an individual Houston
Symphony musician, and
in some cases, musician
members of their house-
hold, performing at home.

“The Houston Sympho-
ny is made up of 88 in-
credible musicians,” said
Houston Symphony Exec-
utive Director, CEO, and
holder of the Margaret
Alkek Williams Chair
John Mangum. “Since we
can’t perform live in
Jones Hall, we thought a
series of live, online recit-
als would be a great way
to enjoy their artistry and
creativity. These inti-
mate home performances
will allow audiences to
get to experience them in
a way that you can’t in
the context of our orches-
tral concerts.”

These recitals reflect
the personalities of the
individual musicians,
bringing the audience
into their homes to hear
performances curated by
them. This lends the Liv-
ing Room Series a color-
ful and wide variety to its
programming. Each con-
cert also features re-
marks by that week’s
musician, and concludes
with a Q&A from audi-

Houston Symphony brings live
performances into Houston
homes via livestream recital series

ence members.
 Principal Keyboard

Scott Holshouser kicked
off the series on Friday,
May 1, performing a re-
cital from his home along
with his son, vocalist
Sean Holshouser. The
evening’s program in-
c l u d e s  m u s i c  f r o m
Chopin, Mozart, Schu-
mann, Debussy, and an
improvisation on Gersh-
win’s Rhapsody in Blue.

Houston Symphony
Principal Clarinet Mark
Nuccio is up next on May
8. He’ll perform a tran-
scription of Bach’s Chro-
matic Fantasy for Piano,
two short pieces by De-
bussy, and several solo
clarinet showpieces in an
h o m a g e  t o  R i c h a r d
Strauss. Nuccio selected
pieces from different re-
gions of the world in
hopes that the audience
may be inspired to pair
their favorite wines, spir-
its, or cuisine with each
piece.

 May 15, Principal Cel-
lo Brinton Averil Smith is
joined by his pianist wife
and frequent collaborator
Evelyn Chen, and his vo-
calist daughter Calista,
for a selection of short
works inspired by the re-
cordings of the legendary
cellist Emanuel Feuer-
mann. Composers on the
program include Albéniz,
Sarasate, Rimsky-Korsa-
kov, and Handel.

And on May 22, Asso-
ciate Principal Viola Joan
DerHovsepian is joined
by her husband, Houston
Grand Opera Orchestra
Bassist Erik Gronfor, as

well as their violinist
daughter Clara in a pro-
gram that includes works
for solo viola from the Ba-
roque to the Romantic pe-
riods, as well as a duo for
viola and bass, and sev-
eral short pieces for the
family trio.

 Each week’s perfor-
mance is now on sale for
$ 1 0  o n l i n e  a t
houstonsymphony.org,
and those who purchase
tickets will receive a pri-
vate link to enjoy the live
performance in the com-
fort of their own home.
The Symphony encourag-
es fans to consider pur-
chasing multiple tickets
to share as gifts for con-
cert-goers to remotely en-
joy  with  fami ly  and
friends.

The Houston Sympho-
ny invites people to follow
their social media pages
a n d  v i s i t
houstonsymphony.org/
listenathome for daily,
free content updates in-
cluding musician videos,
blogs, archival audio and
video performances, and
more.

Houston Symphony Living
Room Series
Additional dates to be
added

• Friday, May 8, 8 p.m.
Mark Nuccio, Principal

Clarinet
• Friday, May 15, 8

p.m.
Brinton Averil Smith,

Principal Cello
• Friday, May 22, 8

p.m.
Joan DerHovsepian,

Associate Principal Viola

HOUSTON – A 20-year-
old resident of Houston has
received a major federal sen-
tence following his convic-
tions on four counts of aiding
and abetting interference
with commerce by robbery
and three counts of brandish-
ing a firearm during and in
relation to a crime of violence,
announced U.S. Attorney
Ryan K. Patrick.

Jamal Tyrea Allen plead-
ed guilty Jan. 31, admitting
to four robberies that oc-
curred in April 2018 and the
related firearms offenses.

Today, U.S. District Judge
Keith P. Ellison ordered Allen
to serve a total of 48 months
for his role in the robberies.
He also received an 84-month
sentence for the first firearms
charge and another 168
months for the subsequent
brandishing charges to be
served consecutively to each
other and the other term im-
posed. The total 25-year pris-
on sentence will be
immediately followed by five
years of supervised release.

On or about April 9, 2018,
Allen entered the Metro PCS
located on Long Point Road in
Houston where he pointed a
pistol at an employee. He took
money from the register and
demanded to know where iP-
hones were located. The em-
ployee said they were out, and
Allen eventually fled with the
cash.

Five days later, he entered

another Metro PCS on Wood-
forest Boulevard and again
pointed a firearm at another
employee, demanding iP-
hones. When the cashier said
he did not know where they
were, Allen chambered a
round into the firearm and
continued making demands.
He found the phones, then
fled with them as well as sto-
len cash.

Allen robbed another
Metro PCS April 24, 2018,
where he also made violent
threats. He walked into the
Little York Road location,
pulled out a handgun and
pointed it at a female employ-
ee, stating “You need to find
me money or I am going to kill
you.” When she informed him
they did not have any iP-
hones, he got increasingly
angry and threatened to kill
her. She gave him money from
the cash register while he was
still pointing his firearm and
making death threats.

Finally, on April 27 the
same year, he arrived at
Metro PCS on Airline Drive
and made similar demands
and threats. There, he point-
ed a firearm to the head of an
employee, saying he was not
playing and that he would
shoot him. Once a second
cashier entered the lobby,
Allen made them get money
from the cash register and
forced both to the store’s back
room at gunpoint.

After leaving the store, law
enforcement stopped Allen,
found the money and iPhones
in the car and took him into
custody.

He has been and will re-
main in custody pending
transfer to a U.S. Bureau of
Prisons facility to be deter-
mined in the near future.

The FBI and Houston Po-
lice Department conducted
the investigation. Assistant
U.S. Attorney Jill Stotts is
prosecuting the case.

Houston man gets significant sentence
after multiple Metro PCS robberies
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“Small
Containers”

Every Mother’s Day, I have
a terrible time finding a card
that remotely reflects the
relationship I have with my
mother.

My mom is in her eighties
now and we have always had a
good relationship, free of
drama and never short of love.
My mother has always been a
wonderful role model. But the
cards available all have
paragraphs of gooey prose that
in no way communicate what I
want to say to my mother.

I want a card that says my
mother has good habits.

This sounds a little dull—
and my mother is not at all dull.
She is a woman with many and
varied interests. She is an
enthusiastic biker, quilter,
camper, and reader. She is a
wonderful baker, a great
entertainer, a funny and
interesting conversationalist,
and a spiritual woman. To say
that her good habits are the
thing I admire most sounds like
damning with faint praise. But
more and more, I realize how
important good habits are and
how much I have benefitted
from her example.

My mother puts things in
small containers.

Whether it is a box of
precisely the right size to store
leftovers for a future meal, a
small satchel for a weekend's
worth of clothes, a tiny vase for
a single flower, or a little tin for
a few small homemade
cookies—everything is
contained in a small, practical
container. From this habit, I
learned not to waste. I learned
that quality was much more
important than quantity. I
learned that just the right
amount is usually as good as a
large amount—and often
better.

I don’t have a single
recollection of my mother
saying any of these things, but I
have more memories than I can
count of instances where she
stored what was needed, made
use of what was available, and
made something beautiful on a
small scale.

My mother does things
immediately.

She does not talk about
walks she is going to take
later—she puts on her shoes.
She doesn’t complain how the
house needs cleaning. She
cleans. She does not delay or
procrastinate. She starts to do
whatever she thinks should be
done and (usually before I am
aware of it) she is doing the
thing I would still be contem-
plating.

I don't remember any
lectures about the evils of
procrastination but I remember
her looking at the clock and
saying, “I have 30 minutes
before I start dinner, I'm going
out for a walk!”

My mother has nice rituals.
Every day she reads a

devotional in the morning, she
writes in her diary, she
exercises. Every evening she
has one glass of wine with
cheese and crackers and
keeps current on the news. She
sets a table, even if there are
only two people eating. She
sends cards, even though she
is on Facebook. She volun-
teers, keeps up with friends,
calls her daughters (at least
one of whom has been known
to go off for long periods of time
without much communication)
just to say “hello.”

My mother never said
anything to me about creating
rituals in life, but I learned from
her how comforting it is to have
things done repeatedly and
with care. I learned how valued
people feel when an effort is
made to treat every meal, every
gathering, as if it is worthy of
fresh flowers.

I never found the card I
wanted. I never found a card
that said, “Thanks for good
habits and fresh flowers and
keeping things in small
containers.”

Maybe that's okay. I'll tell
her next time I see her.

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir is
called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn more
at CarrieClasson.com.

AUSTIN — An execu-
tive order issued by Gov.
Greg Abbott to reopen in-
store retail shopping, dine-
in restaurants, movie
theaters, museums, librar-
ies and more took effect
May 1 and will continue
through May 15.

As Texas, the rest of the
United States and the
world’s nations seek to bal-
ance cries for increased
commercial activity — and
the jobs that result —
while also containing the
spread of the deadly influ-
enza-like virus, COVID-19,
Abbott’s order allows most
venues to operate at up to
25% of their total listed
occupancy with certain
other conditions applying.

For example, shopping
malls may operate at up to
25% of their total listed
occupancy. However, their
food-court dining areas,
play areas and interactive
displays and settings must
remain closed.

Abbott’s order, in accor-
dance with guidelines is-
sued by White House and
the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion, reminds Texans that
schools remain closed to
in-person classroom atten-
dance by students through
the end of the 2019-2020
school year. Meanwhile,
teachers and staff are en-
couraged to continue to
work remotely from home
if possible but may return
to campuses to conduct re-
mote video instruction and
perform administrative
duties under strict terms
required by the Texas Ed-
ucation Agency.  Also, pri-
vate schools and
institutions of higher edu-
cation are urged to estab-
lish similar terms to allow
faculty and staff to return
to campuses to conduct re-
mote video instruction and
perform administrative
duties when it is not pos-
sible to do so from home.

Notably, the order does
not prohibit people from
accessing essential or re-
opened services or engag-
ing in essential daily

Governor’s order
reopens many businesses
on limited basis

activities, such as going to
the grocery store or gas
station, providing or ob-
taining other essential or
reopened services, visiting
parks, hunting or fishing
or engaging in physical
activity like jogging, bicy-
cling or other outdoor
sports, “so long as the nec-
essary precautions are
maintained to reduce the
transmission of COVID-19
and to minimize in-person
contact with people who
are not in the same house-
hold.”

The complete executive
order is available at
gov.texas.gov.

Cumulative figures
posted by the Texas De-
partment of State Health
Services at noon on May 3
showed that some 31,548
people in Texas had been
diagnosed with COVID-19
and 867 deaths had been
confirmed as resulting
from the influenza-like vi-
rus.

PBS, TEA launch
initiative

The Texas Education
Agency and PBS television
stations on April 21 an-
nounced a joint initiative
to air educational pro-
gramming each week in
each of Texas' 10 PBS
viewing areas during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The programming com-
menced statewide on April
20 through the "At-Home
Learning Initiative" that
preempts regularly sched-
uled weekday program-
ming with
grade-level-appropriate
programming divided into
three age groups: Pre-K
through 3rd grade, 5th
through 8th grade, and
high school.

“This joint initiative be-
tween TEA and PBS
stands to benefit all stu-
dents as they work each
day to navigate uncharted
waters and continue to do
their best to learn and
grow as students and indi-
viduals,” said Texas Edu-
cation Commissioner Mike
Morath.

Revenue total
decreases

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on May 1 an-
nounced state sales tax
revenue totaled $2.58 bil-
lion in April, an amount
9.3% less than the amount
reported in April 2019,
marking the steepest de-
cline since January 2010.

The majority of April
sales tax revenue is based
on sales made in March
and remitted to the state
comptroller in April. Next
month’s remittances like-
ly will show steeper de-
clines compared to a year
ago because of the shutter-
ing of businesses related to
COVID-19 and plummet-
ing oil prices throughout
April, Hegar added.

Benefits may
continue

The Texas Workforce
Commission on April 30
issued new guidance to un-
employment claimants
concerning their eligibility
for unemployment benefits
should they choose not to
return to work due to COV-
ID-19.

The TWC said Texans
can continue to receive
unemployment benefits
throughout the COVID-19
response if they choose not
to return to work for cer-
tain reasons, including:

—At High Risk: People
65 years or older are at a
higher risk for getting very
sick from COVID-19;

—Household member at
high risk: People 65 years
or older are at a higher risk
of getting very sick from
COVID-19;

—Diagnosed with COV-
ID: Individual has tested
positive for COVID-19 by
a source authorized by the
State of Texas and is not
recovered;

—Family member with
COVID: Anybody in the
household has tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 by a
source authorized by the
State of Texas and is not
recovered and 14 days
have not yet passed;

—Quarantined: Individ-
ual is currently in 14-day
quarantine due to close
contact exposure to COV-
ID-19; and

— Child care: Child’s
school or daycare closed
and no alternatives are
available.

Any other situation will
be subject to a case by case
review by TWC based on
individual circumstances.

SNAP online is
approved

The Texas Health and
Human Services Commis-
sion on April 23 received
federal approval to conduct
a pilot program that would
allow Texans to purchase
groceries online using Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program benefits
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Officials said the
statewide pilot program is
expected to start by May
18.

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty – Should My
Wife Take Her Social
Security at Age 62?

Dear Rusty: I have
been advised by my
financial planner to
start my wife’s social
security benefits at the
age of 62 (she is now 61).
I am 65 and still em-
ployed, not on Medicare,
and not taking social
security benefits. My
wife’s benefits are much
less than mine. I hope to
wait until age 70 before
starting my benefits. My
income is currently
$160,000. Do you see
this as a wise choice to
start my wife’s SS
benefits at age 62?
Signed: Planning Ahead

Dear Planning:
Whether your wife
should start her benefits
at age 62 depends upon
whether her own benefit
at age 70 would be more
than she is entitled to as
your spouse at her full
retirement age (FRA).
You can get these
estimates from Social
Security. If her own
benefit would eventually
be higher than her
spousal benefit from
you, she can wait to get
her own higher benefit
at age 70 (as you are).
But if her benefit as
your spouse will be the
highest she can attain,
then claiming her own
benefit before you claim
yours could be a good
choice, but there are
some things to consider
if she does that:

First, if your wife
claims at age 62 (or any
age before her FRA),
that will mean that her
eventual spousal benefit
when she claims it
(when you claim your
SS) will be less than
50% of the benefit you
are entitled to at your
full retirement age.
Taking her own benefit
earlier than her FRA
will mean her spousal
benefit from you will be
reduced to less than half
of your FRA benefit
amount, even if that
spousal benefit starts
after she has reached
her FRA.

Second, if your wife is
still working, by claim-
ing her own benefit
before her FRA she will
be subject to Social
Security's "earnings
test" which limits the
amount of money she
can make without SS
taking back some of her

benefits. For 2020, the
annual earnings limit is
$18,240 (changes
annually) and SS will
take back benefits equal
to half of any earnings
which exceed that
amount. The earnings
limit becomes less
severe during the year
your wife reaches her
FRA and goes away
entirely after she
reaches her FRA, but if
she works while collect-
ing early SS benefits the
earnings limit could
affect her benefits.

Third, your wife's
Social Security benefits
will become part of your
taxable income (assum-
ing you file "married-
jointly). Taxation of your
wife's Social Security
benefits will be deter-
mined based upon your
combined income if you
file your taxes as a
married couple. At your
combined earnings level,
up to 85% of your wife’s
SS benefits will become
part of your taxable
income.

I'm not suggesting
you not follow your
financial planner’s
advice; I only want to
make sure you're aware
of all the factors in-
volved when benefits are
claimed early. Some-
times, a wife claiming at
age 62 is a prudent
choice as your financial
planner has suggested.
But sometimes under-
standing the above
factors may lead to a
different strategy.

This article is intend-
ed for information
purposes only and does
not represent legal or
financial guidance. It
presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the AMAC Foundation’s
staff, trained and
accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security
Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a
question, visit our
website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-
security-advisory) or
email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯
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WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

Select Services:
Personal Care
Social Outlings
Respite Care
24 hr. Care

In-Hospital Sitting
Post-Surgical
    Assistance
Pet & Plant Care
Light Housework
Meal Preparation
Transportation

MONICA NELSON
COMMUNITY LIASON

346-216-8872
mnelson@sigselect.com
606 Rollingbrook Dr. #2G

Baytown, TX 77521
832-695-2328

The Journey of a thousand
miles begins with one step

-LaoTzu

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

Pauline Booher Hoffman Gladys Otto Booher

With loving memories,
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

Mothers’s Day Greetings

Happy Mother’s Day
Loved and not forgotten

Adeline Davis Otto Veo Crane Bowen Barbara Otto Bowen Cheryl Bowen-LaGrone
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ASK THE EXPERT

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR
5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057

713-266-3444 • FAX (713) 977-1188
email: northchannelstar@gmail.com
website: www.northchannelstar.com
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As of May 1, restrictions
have been lifted and we
begin one more stage of
learning a “new normal”.
Some of the people I know
were jumping with joy and
had made reservations for
their favorite restaurant
for Friday night dinner.  I
noticed several couples
ready to dine at local
businesses while some
chose to drive across town.
On the other hand, there
were those who felt it was
way too soon to get out and
about.  They either cooked
dinner or perhaps ordered
“contact-free delivery” to
be safe.

Yet our world changed,
and I do not think we will
ever go back to how we
previously did things.  I
cannot tell you how much I
wish I had invested money
into plastic used as shields
in businesses, or even in
stock of elastic.  Many
individuals spent time
making masks for their
family and friends.  Then
they realized they could
sell them and now many
will continue to sew other
projects.  I have talked
with many people who
have taken their children
to fish or to go crabbing.
Several friends broke out
board games and taught
their children how to be
successful at Monopoly and
Scrabble.  I read about
friends who set up a tent in
the back yard to show their
children a new adventure.

One report said that
more phone calls were
being made in the past few
weeks than on holidays.
People were picking up the
phone to call others.  Many
said it was because they
needed to hear a voice.
Many of us found ourselves
learning about teleconfer-

MAY BIRTHSTONE
IS EMERALD

May birthdays fall
right in the heart of
spring, and the emer-
ald is the perfect gem
to symbolize and
celebrate this month.
Prized for its brilliant
and beautiful green
color, the emerald is
often favored by the
rich and famous to
wear as statement
pieces for big events.

But this beautiful
gem is just at home in
an unassuming pen-
dant as it is in an
ornate tiara.

As the birthstone for
May, the emerald, a
symbol of rebirth, is
believed to grant the
owner foresight, good
fortune, and youth.
Emerald, derived from
the word “smaragdus,”
means, quite literally,
“green” in Greek.

Like aquamarine,
emerald is a variety of
beryl, a mineral that
grows with six sides
and up to a foot in
length. Emerald color
can range from light
green (though there is
some argument wheth-
er these very light
beryls are truly emer-
alds) to a deep, rich
green. Emeralds are
also like aquamarine in
that the way the color
is presents itself in
jewelry depends on a
good cut by a skilled
gemologist.

The deeper or more
green an emerald, the
more valuable it is. The
rarest emeralds will
appear to be an intense
green-blue.  Emeralds
are found all over the
world, including
Colombia, Brazil,
Afghanistan and
Zambia. The availabili-
ty of high-quality
emerald is limited;
consequently, treat-
ments to improve
clarity are performed
regularly.

The emerald was
mined in Egypt as
early as 330 BC, but

An emergency is
still an emergency

BAYTOWN — (May
1, 2020) — Emergen-
cies are still emergen-
cies—even during the
COVID-19 pandemic. If
you're experiencing
concerning symptoms
that require immediate
medical attention, don't
let your fear of catching
COVID-19 keep you
from heading to the
emergency room.

During a pandemic,
it’s easy to let fear and
anxiety take over to the
point that you may
push the rest of your
health to the side. But
it’s crucial that you to
take acute illnesses as
seriously as the coro-
navirus. Houston
Methodist Baytown
Hospital provides the
following information
on seeking emergency
care during the pan-
demic.

The Emergency
Room is Safe

If you have anxiety
or fear about going to
an emergency room
right now, you're
probably not alone. But
whether it’s through
the efforts of our ER
doctors and nurses or
our housekeeping staff,
you can rest assured
that Houston Method-
ist Baytown’s Emer-
gency Department is
safe. Practices such as
isolating contagious
patients and thorough-
ly disinfecting rooms,
workspaces and surfac-
es are regular practices
for us, but we are being
even more vigilant in
these efforts now.

Houston Methodist
Baytown, as well as all
Houston Methodist
Emergency Care
Centers, are also
taking additional
precautions to keep
patients and staff safe,
including:

• Providing all
patients with a mask
as soon as they arrive

• Screening patients
before they walk in the
door

• Thoroughly disin-
fecting patient rooms,
as well as surfaces in
common areas and
employee workspaces

• Isolating suspected
COVID-19 patients in a
separate area

• Ensuring social
distancing in waiting
rooms

• Increasing house-
keeping hours

• Screening all
employees before they
enter

What's Considered
an Emergency?

Now's not the time to
venture out of your
house unnecessarily,
but leaving home
becomes necessary

during an emergency.
A medical emergency is
a rapid onset of serious,
debilitating or painful
symptoms that have
the potential to impact
your life, limbs or
bodily function.

Symptoms that
require immediate
medical attention
include:

• Abdominal or
stomach pain accompa-
nied by nausea and
vomiting

• Bodily trauma,
especially to the head
or spine

• Fever of 100.4
degrees or higher that
persists

• Headache accom-
panied by fever and
confusion

•Persistent pain or
pressure in the chest

• Severe shortness of
breath

• Stroke symptoms,
including face droop-
ing, arm weakness,
difficulty talking,
dizziness, blurred
vision, intense head-
ache and confusion

• Severe burns
If you're experienc-

ing any of these symp-
toms, seek emergency
care as soon as possi-
ble. Some serious
symptoms, such as
chest pain and those
associated with stroke,
are time sensitive, and
the risk of losing
function or even your
life increases the
longer medical atten-
tion is delayed. In these
events, consider calling
911 so you can receive
immediate medical
attention.

Which Symptoms
Can Wait?

When deciding if
your symptoms war-
rant emergency care or
are just annoying, ask
yourself the following
two questions:

•Did these symp-
toms appear suddenly?

•Do these symptoms
have the potential to
threaten my life?

If your answer is
“no” to these questions,
you may want to
consider scheduling a
video appointment
with your doctor (or an
in-person appointment,
if necessary) instead of
visiting the emergency
room. If you don't have
a doctor, you can speak
to a Houston Methodist
virtual urgent care
provider 24/7, or you
can find a primary care
physician by visiting
Find-a-Doctor at
houstonmethodist.org/
baytown and calling
the provider’s number
or calling 281-428-2273
for help finding a
doctor.

ence calls (and how to turn
off the camera to hide our
hair).

Birthdays, anniversa-
ries and other celebratory
events took new themes.
Easter 2020 was the one
that affected me as I did
not receive one hug.  I
normally attend two
church services with many
friends and can count on
hugs and an enjoyable
lunch.  This year, it was
three church services
viewed on-line and a
grilled cheese sandwich for
lunch.  Being single
suddenly has not been as
enjoyable as in the past.
Unfortunately, many
friends have lost loved ones
during this time.  It is
almost unbelievable that
funerals have had to be
limited to 10 guests.  I am
not sure which was the
hardest, knowing I had a
friend in ICU who I could
not visit or hug one last
time, or not being able to
attend his funeral.  Many
of the seniors that I talk
with weekly have reported
higher anxiety or depres-
sion with staying home as
well as missing the funeral
of a friend.

With May, the commu-
nity typically is busy with
the North Shore Rotary
Annual Crawfish Boil and
Catfish Fry.  This event
which draws several
thousand people each year
(and many hugs) hads been
altered to be a prize
drawing event for those
who have purchased raffle
tickets.  Hard to imagine
that it will be next May
before we all celebrate the
community event which
has become a huge
tradition for many, but this
is a part of the “new
normal”.

It Has Happened Diamond Jim: "What is
the birthstone
for May?"

some estimate that the
oldest emeralds are
2.97 billion years old.
Cleopatra is perhaps
the most famous
historical figure to
cherish emeralds. She
even claimed owner-
ship of all emerald
mines in Egypt during
her reign.  The Egyp-
tians used emeralds
both in jewelry, and in
their elaborate burials,
often burying emeralds
with monarchs as
symbols of protection.

Like other gem-
stones, the emerald
was believed to have
many mystical powers
that accompanied its
beauty. There were
those who thought the
emerald could cure
stomach problems,
control epilepsy and
stop bleeding. Maybe
due to its soothing
green color, it was also
thought to be able to
ward off panic and
keep the wearer
relaxed and serene.

Today, emerald is a
symbol of loyalty, new
beginnings, peace and
security, making it not
only a beautiful gem to
wear, but also a mean-
ingful gift to be trea-
sured by the receiver.
It is still widely prized
by the rich and famous,
with Elizabeth Taylor’s
famous emerald
pendant selling for $6.5
million in 2011.

Thank you for
reading the “Ask
Diamond Jim” column
and for supporting the
North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a
diamond dealer and
precious metals broker
of NTR Metals.  See
more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds,
precious stones, pre-
cious metals, and other
questions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
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Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

WANTED

ROOMMATE
WANTED
in Channelview area.
Call for details:
936-218-6731

               19-2

CEMETERY
PLOTS

Two plots at
San Jacinto
Cemetery
valued at $8,150.
Will sell both for
$4,000 +$150
transfer fee. Call
281-452-0833 for
further information.

              19-6

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Classified ADS
713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICES
APPEAR IN THE
HIGHLANDS STAR
CROSBY COURIER,
AND THE NORTH
CHANNEL STAR. CALL
713-266-3444 FOR
MORE INFO.

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Todd Mission, TX (April
28, 2020) – For the first
time in the Texas Renais-
sance Festival’s 46-year
history, the festival will of-
fer “What you see is what
you pay” pricing for 2020
online ticket sales. This
new pricing means that
festival patrons can expect
no surprises (no fees or
taxes added on) at check-
out. “We are looking for-
ward to a wonderful 46th
season at The Texas Re-
naissance Festival, and we
are proud to kick off our
pre-season ticket sales
with our discount season
pass event followed by the
Sale of the Century in July
that feature up front and
transparent pricing,” said
Texas Renaissance Festi-
val General Manager Joe
Bailey.

Discount 2020 Season
Passes – On Sale May 1 –
31, 2020

Season passes are a con-
venient and economical
way for patrons of the Fes-
tival to enjoy each of the
nine themed weekends of
the 2020 season. The tra-
dition of offering discount-
ed season passes in the

spring will continue with a
few changes for this year.

2020 Discount Season
passes will be on sale on-
line from May 1 – 31, 2020
only. During this special
discount window, the TRF
Festival season pass will be
$259, a 20% discount from
the regular price of $323.
Camping can also be add-
ed at a 16% discount for
$150 (regular price $180).
Regular priced Season
Passes will be available
starting June 1.

Sale of the Century – July
18, 2020

Due to the current cli-
mate surrounding COVID-
19 and following the
recently announced stages
of re-opening of public ar-
eas in the state of Texas as
recommended by Texas
Governor Greg Abbott,  the
Texas Renaissance Festi-
val management has de-
cided to delay the popular
Sale of the Century that
will now take place on July
18 starting at 8 a.m.

A limited number of
General Admission tickets
(100,000) will go on sale
online and will be available
until quantities run out.

The price for this year’s
Sale of the Century is $18
per ticket with no addition-
al fees or taxes for adult
General Admission. “We
are offering the lowest
price on Adult General
Admission tickets for the
season through the Sale of
the Century,” said Bailey.
“We increased the volume
this year so more of our
patrons can take advan-
tage of these savings and
enjoy the festival this fall,”
he added.

In addition to General
Admission tickets, Camp-
ing admission will be of-
fered for $20 (regularly
$35), Preferred Parking for
$10 (regularly $20) and
Valet Parking for $20 (reg-
ularly $40).

For more information
and to purchase your TRF
Season Pass or Sale of the
Century tickets, visit
www.texrenfest.com/tick-
ets-season-passes.

This year the Texas Re-
naissance Festival will
continue its annual tradi-
tion of donating a portion
of the proceeds from the
Sale of the Century event
to the Society of Samari-
tans of Magnolia, Texas.

Texas Renaissance Festival
sets new pricing for 2020 season
First of its kind ticketing model yields no surprises at checkoutexcept to note that Tex-

as has one of the lower per-
capita death rates in the
nation.

Last week Abbott had
issued an order that res-
taurants, retail stores,
malls, movie theaters, mu-
seums and libraries, and
churches were allowed to
open, but had to observe a
25% occupancy limit.

The press conference
also proposed four meth-
ods for high schools to hold
graduation ceremonies in
lieu of traditional indoor
assemblies.

The seventh drive-thru
free public site opened last
week at the Griggs Prima-
ry School in the Green-
spoint district, at 801
Regiional Park Drive. This
site is run by UMMC, or
United Memorial Medical
Center, and will remain
open as long as there is a
need, said Jackson-Lee.

During a press confer-
ence in front of the school
on May 1, Congresswoman
Lee said “I am thankful to
Aldine ISD to allow us to
go into neighborhoods
where no testing has
come,” Lee said. “Green-
spoint has not had free ac-
cessible testing and we are
delighted to start testing
there because All of Hous-
ton should be tested. It is
imperative that we contin-
ue increasing testing op-
portunities at a rapid
rate.”

Testing is free and open
to all individuals seeking
to get tested, with or with-
out symptoms. No prereg-
istration is required.
Testers may be asked for
proof of identification or
medical insurance; howev-
er, neither is required to
complete the testing.

The screening is de-
signed to quickly test as
many people as possible. A
health care professional in
protective gear will screen
community members from
their car. Anyone who tests

Covid-19 Testing,
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positive will receive a call
from the Harris County
Health Department.

For more information
visit www.ummc
screening.com or the Har-
ris County Health Depart-
ment, 713-634-1110 for
Ask A Nurse, or 713-439-
6000 for information on
mobile test sites.

County Judge Lina
Hidalgo announced last
week that four Harris
County Public Health
(HCPH) mobile units will
provide drive-through test-
ing for COVID-19, adding
up to 400 tests per day to
the county’s current test-
ing capacity at two perma-
nent sites, one in Baytown
and one in Katy. Each pop-
up site, which will rotate
locations across the pre-
cincts starting Tuesday,
will be able to make up to
100 drive-through tests
per day. Additionally, test-
ing capacity at HCPH’s
two existing stationary
sites will increase to 500
tests per location, per day,
starting Wednesday.

These two units are in
addition to 13 Drive-Thru
sites around the county,
both public and private.
These include 2 Harris
County sites, 2 City of
Houston sites, 4 free sites
by UMMC, and 3 sites by
MD Medical.

 “Until we make testing
accessible to everyone who
needs it, we will not be able
to fully tackle this disease
in Harris County,” said
Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo. “These efforts are
a key step forward, but
they’re not enough. We
have to be nimble. We have
to reach underserved com-
munities and expand our
ability to help folks identi-
fy if they are sick, and iso-
late immediately.”

The pop-up testing loca-
tions were identified in co-
ordination with Harris
County Precincts. To be
tested, residents must

complete online screening
via ReadyHarris.org and
obtain an authorization
code. Once confirmed they
meet the criteria for test-
ing, residents will be pro-
vided an appointment time
and directed to a testing
site closest to them. Walk-
ins will be turned away.

Testing sites will be al-
located to the precincts
from Monday through Sat-
urday, spending three days
in two precincts, and three
days in the other two pre-
cincts.

All individuals can ac-
cess the online screening
tool at readyharris.org. In-
dividuals without access to
a computer or Internet can
call the Harris County
Public Health COVID-19
resource line at 832-927-
7575.
DETAILED LIST OF TEST
SITES:

Please note that some
testing sites are private
and costs may vary at each
site; there are 3 sites that
are entirely free.

1. Legacy Northline: 5598 A-1
North Freeway | 832-548-5000
(Sliding scale fee)

2. Legacy Santa Clara: East
End - 5616 Lawndale | 832-548-
5000 (Sliding scale fee)

3. Vecinos Clinic at Denver
Harbor: 6402 Market St | 713-
674-3326 or 713-695-4013 for
pediatric care (Cost for
mandatory screening varies; test
is free)

4. Mi Doctor:  5230 Aldine
Mail Route; call or text 1-888-
776-5252 or call 281-598-3300
(Will bill insurance; $165 without
insurance)

5. Walgreens (starting
tomorrow, Friday April 17th):
101 W. Southmoore Ave,
Pasadena (Free testing)

6. Walgreens, 14531
Westheimer Road, Houston, TX
77082

7. Goose Creek ISD
Stallworth: 2102 E Archer Rd,
Baytown, TX (Free testing)

8. Forest Brook Middle
School: 7525 Tidwell Rd (Free
testing)

Free Food in Pct. 2,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

This Friday, there is to
be a back pack filled with
food distribution for the
first 200 at the San Jacin-
to Community Center in
Highlands.

Otherwise, the five loca-
tions of Community Cen-
ters are J.D. Walker Center
at 7613 Wade Road for Mc-
Nair and Highlands, Bar-
rett Station Center at
11901 Mulberry Street for
the Barrett Station Com-
munity, Crosby and Huff-
man. The Grayson
Community Center is to
service North Shore and

Channelview. The North
East Community Center
and East Harris County
AC at 7340 Spencer High-
way near Pasadena are the
other two Centers. These
have brown bag lunches
for the larger community
on Monday and Wednes-
day from Noon until 1:30
p.m. on a first come until
supplies are exhausted ba-
sis.

Tuesdays and Thurs-
days beginning at Noon
until exhausted of 200
lunches, Baytown Soccer
Park at 4700 Village Lane,

Bay Area Annex at 16603
Buccaneer Lane and Clo-
verleaf Park at 825 Beacon
Street are the three park
locations.

The I.T. May Communi-
ty Center is closed until
further notice.

The Senior Meals Pro-
gram is for those that
would normally be served
meals by the Community
Centers.

The other programs are
on a first come first served
until supplies are exhaust-
ed basis. Where once the
supply was 250 to 300
meals, now it is 200.


