
US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, and 
Waste Management.

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerbocker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.
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TxDOT will 
rebuild bumpers,
column fenders

ESSAY:
Earth Day, 
Coronavirus 
bring a new 
perspective to 
environmental 
activism

HOUSTON – Earth Day 
commentaries by local 
environmentalists bring 
to mind the importance of 
monitoring and actively 
fighting for a safer, 
friendlier planet.

In a similar way, the 
current fight against the 
Coronavirus Pandemic 
is a stark reminder of the 
connection we all share 
with our world-wide 
environment, and the need 
for us to take better care of 
it, at the risk of our lives. 

On Earth Day 2020, 
founding director of THEA 
Jackie Young shared the 
following message:
“Hi Folks!  I’m logging in 
today in celebration of 
Earth Day.  Today marks 
50 years that people 
around the globe have 

EPA answers inquiry on current 
Waste Pits remediation status

Continued Overleaf

A conversation with Jennah Durant, 
EPA media contact:

I understand that a 30% 
Design package is due to be 
available in April for the South 
impoundment, and May for the 
North impoundment. Has the 
Coronavirus crisis affected this 
schedule?

The 30% design package for 
the southern impoundment was 
submitted on time in April and 
the 30% design for the northern 
impoundment is on schedule to be 
submitted in late May.

Is there any other activity or 
news about the San Jacinto 
River Waste Pits that has been 
released recently?
The responsible parties completed 

work at the site to further protect 
the edge of the cap installed over 
the northern waste impoundment. 
The work, which started March 23, 
involved placing additional rock 
in three areas outside the edge of 
the cap to provide additional slope 
stabilization and scour protection. 
The slope stabilization work 
addresses areas where riverbed 

EAST HARRIS COUNTY– The Texas 
Department of Transportation (TxDOT) 
has applied for a permit from the Army 
Corps of Engineers to reconstruct the 
bumpers and fenders in the San Jacinto 
River, to protect the structure of the IH-
10 bridge. These structures have been 
damaged by repeated storms, including 
Tropical Storm Imelda, and also by barges 
that hit them as a result of the storms.

In their permit application, TxDOT 
claims that the construction would 
not affect any adjacent land, because 
construction would be entirely from 
within the river. However, maps show 
activity quite close to the waste pits. See 
illustrations enclosed.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  TxDOT 
proposes to permanently discharge 0.193 
acres of fill material in the form of pilings 
and rip-rap into 338.4 linear feet (LF) of 
the San Jacinto River, during replacement 
of damaged dolphin structures and fender 
systems. 

Four dolphin structures are to be 
replaced by the proposed project.  The 
existing damaged dolphin structures 
would be removed by heavy machinery 
on barges within the River channel and 

Plan of construction shows the work area in green, and dolphin bumpers 
and rip-rap fill (stone) in red. TxDOT says all construction will be done from 
barges  in the river, and only in the highway right-of-way, not on adjacent land. 
However, an access road borders the waste pit site.

Cross Section of the Bridge shows rebuilt dolphin bumpers at left, and 
rebuilt fenders and rip-rap (stone) fill in Red color.



Who is involved in the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund?
, 

USArmy COE
The Army Corps of 
Engineers has completed 
Technical Studies on the 
Environmental impact of 6+ 
strategies to Cap or Remove 
the toxic wastes.
Their recommendations 
are included in a 237 page 
report, favoring a modified 
cap over removal, but 
stating either is possible.

TPWD
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
was designated by the 
Legislature, with the help 
of former Representative 
Wayne Smith, to 
administer $10 million 
of the lawsuit settlement 
funds for environmental 
projects along the River.

HC PCT 2
Pct. 2 received $10 
million of the $29.2 million 
settlement, and plans to 
use it for environmental 
projects within 5 miles 
of the Waste Pits. Pct. 2 
Commissioner Adrian 
Garcia leads this 
environmental effort.

HARRIS COUNTY
Various departments 
are involved, including 
Grants Administration, 
Pollution Control, and 
Public Health.

GBF
Galveston Bay Foundation 
maintains a website 
with information on all 
of the Waste Pits parties 
actions, and other 
matters of interest to the 
environmental health of 
the River and Galveston 
Bay.

OTHERS
-- TCEQ
-- US Coast Guard
-- Private Attorneys
-- Houston Chronicle
-- City of Baytown
-- KRIV ch26
-- Star-Courier

Environmental  Warnings

Construction near Waste Pits

SJR Coalition Virtual 
Meeting 4-14-20

been celebrating our great 
planet. The one thing that 
all life forms depend upon.  
I’m so excited that Texas 

Health and Environment 
Alliance is a member 
organization of the Coalition 
for Environment, Equity, 
and Resiliency and they 
have been paired with Mark 
Ruffalo in celebration of 
this wonderful day.  Mark 
recently starred in one of 
my absolute favorite films 
“Dark Waters.”  This story 
brought to life hard-working 
small-town America that 
had been dumped on by 
Corporate giants, literally, 
done to death.  
That is my truth, that is also 
the story that I lived, that 
my family lived that brought 
THEA to inception.  
Today and every day 
we work to protect the 
environment that you live in 
and the water that is flowing 
into your home.  Just like in 
the movie “Dark Waters” 
and the life that my family 
once lived, the water is not 
always dark, it is not always 
smelly and often times 
these silent killers are also 
invisible.  So, lets continue 
this conversation beyond 
Earth Day and talk about 
how we can all make our 
planet a safe place.”

Earth Day 
Commentary
Continued from Page 1

elevations had decreased as a 
result of a barge being grounded 
on the cap during Tropical Storm 
Imelda last fall.

I understand the dolphin or 
bumper structures near the site 
are to be replaced. Do you have 
any information on this?
This is a project that the Texas 
Department of Transportation 
(TXDoT) is conducting. 
Information about the project is 
available on the permit application 
submitted by TXDoT to the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE). The permit application 
is available on the link provided 
below. 

https://www.swg.usace.army.
mil/Media/Public-Notices/
Article/2115504/swg-2005-
01223-texas-department-of-
transportation-houston-district-
txdot-san-ja/

new dolphin structures would be installed 
in the same locations.  Each proposed 
structure is 30 LF, for a total of 120 LF of 
impacts.  The acreage of each proposed 
dolphin structure is 0.015 acre, for a total 
of 0.060 acre of permanent impacts.  The 
fenders of the proposed dolphin structures 
are 18-inch-diameter steel coated with 
a marine-grade epoxy coating.  It is 
undetermined if the pile fenders will be 
braced with either 18-inch- to 24-inch-
diameter braces and timber railroad ties 
or plastic lumbers (Concept 1) or braced 
with 24-inch- to 36-inch-diameter bracings 
with pile fender wraps (Concept 2).  Both 
concepts would include pipe sleeves 
around the pile and would result in the 
same amount of permanent impacts to the 
San Jacinto River.

To repair the navigation fender system, 
77 steel pilings would be required.  Each 
piling will be coated with a marine-
grade epoxy coating and would measure 
approximately 1.5 LF, in diameter, and 
impact 0.00004 acre of the River.  Of the 77 
fender pilings, 15 pilings would be located 
within the proposed rip-rap so the linear 
feet of impacts are only calculated for 64 
pilings as the linear feet of impacts of the 

15 pilings within the rip-rap are included in 
the rip-rap linear feet calculations.  These 
pilings would total 96 LF in permanent 
impacts to 0.003 acre.  Approximately 
0.130 acre (1,454 cubic yards) of  24-inch 
stone rip-rap and 3-inch bedding material 
is to be placed along the proposed east 
fender, extending for 122.4 LF.

ALSO quoting from the permit 
application is the impact on adjacent river 
banks:

All work would be completed within 
existing right-of-way (ROW). No work 
is proposed along the banks of the San 

HIGHLANDS – The San Jacinto River 
Coalition and its sister organization, THEA 
held its April monthly meeting by video 
instead of its usual in-person meet.

The group had skipped its March 
meeting due to the scheduled wedding 
of its president, Jackie Young (now Young 
Medcalf). Then they were faced with the 
inability to have its April meeting at the 
community center, due to the lockdown 
of county facilities because of the Covid-
19 flu epidemic. Undaunted, Ms. Medcalf 
recorded a report which included news of 
the SJR Waste Pits, the Superfund Jones Road 
site in Cypress, and even her wedding.

A major question on the minds of many 
of the Coalition members, and others in 
the community, is whether the Covid-19 
lockdown will affect the schedule of removal 
of the waste pits. Jackie has discussed 
this with the EPA project manager, Gary 
Baumgarten, and reports that work is 
continuing at the EPA, the engineering 
consultants, and even on-site remedial 
repair work. There is no indication of a 
major delay in the milestone dates of the 
project, he said. 

On-site work is in the river just beyond 
the north edge of the cap, where the storm 
Imelda caused erosion of the river bed. 
Contractors are repairing and restoring 
much of the material that washed away, to 
protect the cap. The company in charge of 
the on-site work has submitted an addendum 
to their Health and Safety work plan to the 
EPA, indicating additional protection for 

their workers from the Covid-19 virus.
THEA’s short term goal is to protect 

the public and the environment from any 
contamination from the toxins in the waste 
pits. Their long-term goal, Jackie says, is to 
continue work on removal and relocation 
and storage of the dioxins and other toxic 
materials.

The work plan called for a 30% Design 
Report by the end of May for the North 
impoundment, but even though it may be 
ready,  due to the lockdown that prohibits 
groups of more than 10, the EPA has 
indicated that they will not make a quarterly 
report in person to the Highlands and 
Channelview communities, as originally 
planned.

Workers on the site have discovered 
that some of the waste pits are deeper than 
originally thought. Instead of 12 to 14 feet, 
some areas of the site have toxins as deep as 
25 feet. Since this means more material must 
be removed, the EPA indicates the removal 
process will take longer, perhaps 4 years 
instead of 2. This will require additional 
negotiations with the Responsible Parties.

The coalition was also concerned about 
a new Corps of Engineers permit, that 
will allow TxDOT to contract to build new 
bumpers and supports to protect the IH-
10 bridge from accidents that have shut it 
down twice this year. The permit states that 
new Dolphin structures, or bumpers, will be 
built to replace the three in place that are 
severely damaged, and new fender piling 
under the bridge for additional support.
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EPA answers 
on status
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Longitudinal Section of the Bridge shows rebuilt fenders and rip-rap (stone) 
fill in Red color.

Jacinto River as the proposed construction 
techniques would facilitate completion 
of all work from barges or the bridge 
structure. No permanent or temporary 
construction easements are included 
in the proposed project. The project is 
considered necessary to increase the 
safety to ships utilizing the channel and to 
protect the bridge from impacts.

AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION: 
The applicant has stated that they have 
avoided and minimized the environmental 
impacts by the following construction 
design techniques:

TxDOT proposes to complete the 
project via barge or from the bridge 
structure, thereby avoiding any impacts to 
the banks of the San Jacinto River or three 
Section 404 wetlands within the project 
ROW.


