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140 million votes nationwide, Biden on top;
Mayor Moya reelected in Galena Park;
Constables Garcia, Eagleton win

By Allan Jamail

Humble, TX. - Thurs-
day, October 29th at
Turner Stadium the
North Shore Mustangs
easi ly  defeated the
Humble ISD Wildcats
55 to 6.

Once again Coach Jon
Kay’s Mustangs scored
at will against another
weak appearing 21-6A
district team. His team
in only 6 games has
racked up 275 points
and that’s using his
bench a lot. His defense
including backup play-
ers has only allowed 99
points to be scored on
them.

No fault to Coach
Kay, he plays the sched-
ule given him, but while
these runaway one-sid-
ed victories are good for
the fans, is it good for
the team? Is it possible
players will become too
over confident and get
upset  when they ’re
matched up with an
equal powerful team in
the playoffs?

Despite the Mustangs
b a c k - t o - b a c k  s t a t e
championships, and
having last year beat
both the Katy Tigers
and the Duncanville
Panthers MaxPreps a
high school football
ranking organization
has North Shore ranked
below them.

North Shore players
scoring, David Amador
(1 TD), Charles King (2
TD’s), Shadrack Banks
(2 TD’s), Brannon Davis
(1TD), Daveon Ford
(1TD) and Christian
Ross (1TD). Quarter-
back Dematrius Davis

Mustangs Stampede over
Humble Wildcats 55-6

Mustangs score on their first play of the game on a
35 yard pass from Dematrius Davis to sophomore #8
David Amador at the goal line.

Mustang #14 Charles King crossing the goal line after
catching a 23 yard Dematrius Davis pass.

#2 Mustangs wide receiver Shadrach Banks catches a
pass from Dematrius Davis for a 58 yard scoring play.

ALL PHOTOS BY ALLAN JAMAIL

CONTINUED - SEE PAGE 3
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GALENA PARK MAYOR

JERRY GARCIA
CONSTABLE PCT. 2

JOE BIDEN
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE

HARRIS COUNTY –
Voters went to the polls in
record numbers for both
early voting, and election
day votes. In the county
over 1,610,000 votes were
recorded, and in the nation
over 140,000,000 votes
were cast.

Unofficial results have
been tabulated for all but
the Presidential race,
where at press time five
states were still counting,
and with Joe Biden lead-
ing, Donald Trump has
filed lawsuits challenging
the results.

In Harris County, Biden
received 56% of the vote, or
911,913 while Trump re-
ceived 43% or 699,771
votes. However, statewide
in Texas Trump had the
lead, as did most Republi-
cans seeking office.

For Texas Senator, John
Cornyn was reelected over
Democratic challenger
M.J. Hegar.

Incumbent U.S. Repre-
sentatives Sheila Jackson
Lee was returned with
73% of the votes, and
Sylvia Garcia with 71%.

For state office, Carol
Alvarado was reelected for
State Senate in District 6,

and State Representatives
reelected included Arman-
do Walle, Senfronia Th-
ompson, and Ana
Hernandez, all running
unopposed.

In a strongly contested
race for District Attorney,
Kim Ogg retained her seat
with 54% of the vote,
against challenger Mary
Nan Huffman.

For Harris County At-
torney, Christian Dashaun
Menefee defeated John
Nation with 55% of the
vote in his favor. Menefee
is the first minority race
HC Attorney. He replaces
the retiring Vince Ryan.

For Harris County Sher-
iff, the popular incumbent
Ed Gonzalez defeated Joe
Danna. Gonzalez had 57%
of the vote, Danna 43%.

Two races had candi-
dates trying to regain their
old positions. For Tax As-
sessor-Collector, Ann Har-
ris Bennett defeated the
previous office holder
Chris Daniel, with 53% of
the vote. For County Clerk,
Teneshia Hudspeth had
54% against previous clerk
Stan Stanart.

Harris County had an
important race for County
Commissioner. With in-
cumbent commissioner

Steve Radack retiring, the
voters in Precinct 5 sent
another Republican to the
panel. Tom Ramsey was
elected with 52% of the
vote, versus Michael Moore
with 47%.

Two Constable races
were followed with great
interest. In Precinct 2, Jer-
ry Garcia had defeated in-
cumbent Chris Diaz in the
primary, and in the gener-
al election he won over the
Republican challenger
Daniel Vela with 61.6% of
the vote. Garcia had 51,333
votes, Vela had 32,103
votes.

In Constable district

Precinct 3, popular incum-
bent Sherman Eagleton
was challenged by Andre
Hines. Eaglewon got 60%
of the vote, or 72,429 bal-
lots, versus Hines 48,064
or 40%.
GALENA PARK

In a highly contested
Mayorial race, incumbent
Esmeralda Moya was re-
turned to office, with 51%
of the vote, or 1,3l8 ballots.
Challengers Maria Cortez-
Ochoa had 16% or 420
votes, and Barry Ponder
garnered 33% or 863 votes.

On the Galena Park
commissioner’s court, Ze-
naida Granados won 55%
to return to Position 1;
Veronica Garcia 67% for
Position 3; and Maricela
Serna got 51.4% for Posi-
tion 4.

For Channelview school
trustees, Shumona Collins
had 51.4% and defeated
Keith Liggett in Position 1,
and Hector Martinez won
over Steve Dennis with
59.7% in Position 2.

Galena Park ISD trust-
ees elected to the board
included Herbert Sanchez,
with 42% for Position 5,
and Noe Esparza with 56%
for Position 6.
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

HARRIS COUNTY —
Harris County has issued
a new $40 million COV-
ID-19 relief fund to help
residents in need during
the pandemic that will be
administered by Houston
Catholic Charities.

It’s set to open on Mon-
day, Nov. 2, and will ac-
cept applications through
Friday, Nov. 6.

The program will pro-
vide one-time payments
of $1,200 to up to 33,333
families struggling with
financial hardships relat-
ed to COVID-19.

The payments will be
d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t w o
rounds. The first round is
already underway and is
assisting families who
applied, but did not re-
ceive help from the coun-
ty’s coronavirus relief
program launched earli-

Harris County makes
$1,200 in COVID-19
relief money available

Crosby Superintendent
unveils district’s finances

CROSBY – The status of
Crosby ISD in recovery
from the state of financial
exegency was recently re-
vealed by Superintendent
Dr. Scott Davis.

“The With the adoption
of the fiscal year 2020 au-
dit, Crosby ISD now sits at
the TEA minimum recom-
mendation for fund bal-
a n c e  t o t a l s .  T E A
recommends an unas-
signed fund balance of 15%
of the current year’s expen-
diture budget.  Crosby’s
unassigned fund balance is
now sitting at 19.78% of
our 2020-2021 expenditure
budget.  TEA also recom-
mends a total fund balance
of 25% of the current year’s
expenditure budget.  Cros-
by’s total fund balance now
sits at 26.42% of the 2020-
2021 expenditure budget.
The conservative budget
approach and goal of living
within our means has, in
concert with assistance
from HB3 funding, come
together with the collective
will of the school board and
staff to get us to this posi-
tive and healthy financial
position. ”

Some questioned how
the school’s audit might
come out this year, Davis
addressed this also.

“The 2020 audit had no
findings, errors, or concern
with the financial position
of Crosby ISD.  This now
finds Crosby ISD with two
years of positive and im-
proving audits.  Recent
conversations with bond
rating agencies and bond
disclosure groups also find
that the finance world
agrees with the positive fi-
nancial improvement and
position with changes from
negative outlooks to posi-
tive outlooks as Crosby
ISD seeks to refund bonds
in an effort to save over
$15 million in interest over
the life of the bonds.”

This school year has
been especially challeng-
ing for most school district-
to maintain enrollment
and keep up with changing
pandemic requirements.

“Despite the challenges
of education in a COVID
environment, Crosby ISD
has only seen a decrease of
1.6% in enrollment from
this time last school year.
We still have 6331 stu-
dents attending Crosby
ISD.  The majority of that
decrease can be found in
parents of Pre-K and Kin-
dergarten students whose
parents have chosen to
keep their students at
home for one more year
while we all learn to live
with COVID in our society.
We have also seen our
numbers of face-to-face
students grow from 39% to
58% from the first nine
weeks to the second nine
weeks.  Our health, safe-
ty, and cleaning efforts
have helped Crosby ISD
keep our active COVID
cases low after an initial
rise when we all came back
to face-to-face. Honestly,
that was to be expected as
everyone had largely been
apart since Spring Break
last school year.  Now, we
are working to maintain
academic rigor and contact
with our students in both

instructional settings.  Our
parents and staff have
worked together well to
navigate these uncharted
territories with remote in-
struction.  Our first nine-
week failure rates for
students did increase from
the same grading periods
in 2019-2020, but our
teachers are tirelessly
working to reach out to
students in remote set-
tings to help them succeed.
As an educator for 28
years, it will always be bet-
ter for the majority of stu-
dents to attend school
face-to-face with teachers
whenever that is possible
and practical.  I respect
parents’ decisions to keep
kids home during this pan-
demic, but whenever pos-
sible, it is more productive
for the majority of students
to come to campuses.”

Davis had a word for his
fel low workers in the
school district.

“I am most proud of our
teachers and other support
staff.  Truly, these last
months have been some-
thing out of our wildest
imaginations!  While we
used to only speak of grit,
determination, and perse-
verance, our amazing dis-
t r i c t  e m p l o y e e s  n o w
display those traits on a
daily basis. We are hum-
bled to work for those he-
roes and support them as
they continue to make pos-
itive differences in the
lives of our wonderful stu-
dents.  This is why Crosby
ISD exists.  We absolutely
had to address the finan-
cial problems, but now that
those difficulties have been
addressed and we are mov-
ing positively forward.  We
can re-engage the lion+fs
share of the focus to mov-
ing Crosby ISD into the fu-
ture with confidence and
great possibility.”

CROSBY ISD
SUPERINTENDENT
SCOTT DAVIS

er this summer.
The second “public”

round begins on Monday
when anyone can apply.

The money can be used
for any type of emergen-
cy expense, such as hous-
i n g ,  f o o d ,  u t i l i t i e s ,
healthcare, childcare and
transportation.

Families can apply on
their own without cooper-
ation from a landlord or
anyone else.

“Thousands of families
across Harris County
have struggled to over-
come the  financial dam-
age from COVID-19,” said
Harris County Judge
Lina Hidalgo. “While this
relief will not reach ev-
eryone who needs it, we
must do everything in our
power to help those who
a r e  v u l n e r a b l e  p u l l
through.”

The fund is entirely
need-based, and the mon-
ey will be distributed
equally across the coun-
ty’s four precincts.

Harris County resi-
dents living inside the
city of Houston will not be
excluded.

Applicants may apply
o n l i n e  a t
CatholicCharitiesHelp.org
starting Nov. 2.

Since the application
process requires appli-
cants to upload docu-
ments, all applications
must be submitted on-
line. For those who want
help or who have ques-
tions may call the hotline
at 832-990-1318 Monday
through Saturday be-
tween 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

CONGRATULATIONS
To Alexia Perez of
Crosby,
who won Free Tickets to
the Texas Renaissance
Festival.
You can win too. Just
send us a photo reading
this newspaper.
See information
on Page 7,
and enter the Drawing.

Houston Health Department
COVID-10 Test Sites Nov. 2 thru 7
Houston Health Depart-

ment, partners announce free
COVID-19 testing schedule
for week of November 2

HOUSTON - The Houston
Health Department and its
agency partners are announc-
ing the schedule for sites of-
fering free COVID-19 tests
the week of November 2,
2020. The week will offer 13
free testing sites across Hous-
ton, including three mega
sites.

Houston Health Depart-
ment The Houston Health
Department, in partnership
with the U. S. Department of
Health and Human Services
and the State of Texas, will
offer testing (self nasal swab)
at its Southwest Multi-Ser-
vice Center, 6400 High Star
Drive. The site has a 1,250
daily test capacity and will
open 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday.

Appointments are avail-
able at
doineedacovid19test.com. On-
site registration is also avail-
able.

The department also offers
free drive-thru testing (self
nasal swab) at the Aramco
Services Company, 9009 W.
Loop South. The mega testing
site will open Monday,
Wednesday, Friday and Sat-
urday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and Tuesday and Thursday
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. It re-
mains open until reaching
daily capacity of 1,000 tests.

People wanting to get test-
ed at the Aramco site can call
the departmentís COVID-19
Call Center at 832-393-4220
between 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. to
receive an access code.

The department will offer
drive thru or walk up testing
(self nasal swab) at Park
Place Regional Library, 8145
Park Place Blvd., November
3-7 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
or until reaching capacity of
250 tests per day. The site
does not require an appoint-
ment.

Walk up testing (self nasal
swab) is available without an
appointment at Clark Com-

munity Center, 9718 Clark
Rd., November 4-6 from 10
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. or until
reaching capacity of 250 tests
per day.

The department will pro-
vide (self nasal swab) testing
at the METRO Addicks Park
& Ride, 14230 Katy Freeway,
and the Multicultural Center,
951 Tristar Drive, city of Web-
ster. Appointments are avail-
able by calling the
departmentís call center at
832-393-4220.

Texas Division of Emer-
gency Management Texas Di-
vision of Emergency
Management (TDEM) and
the Houston Astros offer free
COVID-19 tests (self oral
swab) daily at Minute Maid
Park (Lot C), 2208 Preston.
The testing siteís capacity is
1,200 tests per day.

The site features evening
hours twice a week, eight
drive-thru testing lanes and
four walk-up testing lanes. It
opens 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day through Wednesday and
from 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. Thurs-
day and Friday. Spanish-
speaking staff is available
on-site.

Visit texas.curativeinc.com
to set an appointment or ob-
tain more information. On-
site registration is also
available.

TDEM and the depart-
ment will also operate drive-
thru testing sites (self oral
swab) Monday through Satur-
day at:

HCC - Northeast Campus,
555 Community College
Drive, and HCC - South Cam-
pus, 1990 Airport Blvd. Ap-
pointments are required,
available at
texas.curativeinc.com.

TDEM and the depart-
ment offer weekday testing
(nasal swab by healthcare
professional) at LeRoy Crump
Stadium, 12321 Alief Clodine
Rd. Appointments are re-
quired, available by visiting
covidtest.tdem.texas.gov.

United Memorial Medical

Center United Memorial
Medical Center (UMMC) will
offer weekday testing (nasal
swab by healthcare profes-
sional) at drive-thru test sites
at:

Plaza Americas Mall, 7500
Bellaire Blvd., Houston Com-
munity College - Southeast,
6815 Rustic, and UMMC Tid-
well, 510 W. Tidwell Rd.  The
sites donít require appoint-
ments and offer testing from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. or until reach-
ing daily capacity of 300 tests.

People needing informa-
tion about UMMC test sites
can call 1-866-333-COVID or
visit ummcscreening.com.

Federally Qualified Health
Centers The health depart-
ment is providing test kits,
lab access and equipment to
local Federally Qualified
Health Centers (FQHC) so
they can expand their COV-
ID-19 testing capacity. The
centers and phone numbers
people can call to set up test-
ing appointments are:

HOPE Clinic, 713-773-
0803 Spring Branch Commu-
nity Health Center,
713-462-6565 El Centro de
Corazon, 713-660-1880 Ave-
nue 360 Health and Wellness,
713-426-0027 Lone Star Cir-
cle of Care at the University
of Houston, 346-348-1200,
and Scarsdale Family Health
Center, 281-824-1480. FQHC
patients pay what they can
afford, based on income and
family size, and are not de-
nied services due to inability
to pay or lack of insurance.

The department and its
agency partners may shift lo-
cations and schedules of test
sites to better meet commu-
nity needs. Houstonians can
visit HoustonEmergency.org/
covid19 for current Houston
testing sites and information
about stopping the spread of
the virus.

Information obtained
through testing, treatment or
services will not be used
against immigrants in their
public charge evaluation.
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JOB OPENING JOB OPENING

W. Leo Daniels Towers
8826 Harrell Street

(713) 692-8541 Phone
wleodanielstower@allenmgmt.com

FULL-TIME
SOCIAL SERVICE
COORDINATOR

(Experienced)
Monday through Friday

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Contact Ms. Demita Mason

Property Manager

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

Channelview ISD
would like to congratu-
late the October 2020
Students of  the Month

Anthony Aguirre
Junior High Jorge
Gonzalez

Alice Johnson Junior
High  Regina V. Cava-
zos

Barrett-Lee Early
Childhood Center
Matthew A. Contreras

Harvey Brown
Elementary  Natalie
S. Cortez

Joe Frank Campbell
Center Alyssa M.
Velasquez

Channelview High
School  Kedric A.
Jamison

Cobb Elementary

Anthony W. Rivon III
Crenshaw Elementa-

ry Emicela M. Guz-
man-Martinez

DeZavala Elementa-
ry Jose J. Cerda-
Hernandez

Hamblen Elementa-
ry  Dominic J.
Ledet

Kolarik Ninth Grade
Center Ruby E. Vargas

McMullan Elementa-
ry   Alizon Guevara-
Loredo

Schochler Elementa-
ry Anais N. Lopez

Pictured
Front Row Left to

Right

DeZavala Elementa-
ry Jose J. Cerda-

Hernandez
Crenshaw Elementa-

ry Emicela M. Guz-
man-Martinez

Barrett-Lee Early
Childhood Center
 Matthew A. Contreras

Cobb Elementary
 Anthony W. Rivon III

Back Row Left to
Right

McMullan Elementa-
ry  Alizon Guevara-
Loredo

Alice Johnson Junior
High  Regina V. Cava-
zos

Kolarik Ninth Grade
Center Ruby E. Vargas

Anthony Aguirre
Junior High Jorge
Gonzalez

Channelview ISD Students of the
Month (October)

completed 15 of 17 pass-
es for an average of 88
percent completion, 327
yards and 4 TD’s. Jay-
lan Williams passed for
1 TD; Carlos Domingu-
ez kicked the extra
points.

Mustang leading re-
ceivers, Charles King 5
catches for 136 yards, 2
TD’s, Shadrach Banks 6
catches for 126 yards, 1
TD, David Amador 2
catches for 45 yards, 1
TD,  Daveon Ford 1
catch for 11 yards, 1 TD
and Christian Ross 1
catch for 2 yards 1 TD.

Leading the Mustang
rushers, Xavier Owens 6
carries for 60 yards, D.
Ford 6 carries for 54
yards, Brannon Davis 6
carries for 44 yards and
1 TD and Shadrach
Banks 2 carries for 25
yards and 1 TD.

The Mustangs hurt
themselves with 8 pen-
alties for 85 yards; sev-
eral of them were 15
yard penalties.

North Shore has a
home conference game
vs. Kingwood on Friday,
November 6th at 7pm.

ALL PHOTOS BY
ALLAN JAMAIL

Mustangs Stampede over
Humble Wildcats 55-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

#10 Kent Battle, leaps out going airborne to make a
tackle on Wildcat quarterback Jeremiah Price.

#82 Christian Ross North Shores wide receiver
scampers around the end and crosses the goal line
on a pass from Jaylan Williams.

What are grief
therapy dogs? Meet Axl
and Izzy, who work
full-time at this Hous-
ton funeral home

‘They are with us
every day at our
funeral home, and
assist with all of our
daily activities’

Meet Axl and Izzy.
Axl, also known as

“Grief Therapy Dood”
and Izzy, “Grief Thera-
py Doodette,” are
certified therapy dogs
and work full-time as
grief therapy dogs at
Carter-Conley Funeral
Home in Houston.

Although there are
several others in Texas
and throughout the
country, Axl and Izzy
are the only certified
therapy dogs assisting
full-time at a funeral
home in Houston,
according to Carter-
Conley Funeral Home.

Axl and Izzy, with
their “parents” and
owners of Carter-
Conley Funeral Home,
Lisa and Brad Conley,
also volunteer at
nursing and senior
living homes, medical
facilities, community
events and other places
where happiness is
needed.

Axl began his career
at Carter-Conley
Funeral Home at just 2
months old, a job that
involved traveling to
work with the Conleys
every day, socializing
with people and begin-
ning his training with
a dog trainer, who was
also a licensed morti-
cian. Axl later received
his certification as a
therapy dog and
continues to comfort
families at Carter-
Conley Funeral home
at a time when they
need it most.

As for Izzy, she was
adopted from a family
after Lisa and Brad
Conley responded to a
re-homing request.
After meeting her, they

just couldn’t resist that
little black fluff ball,
they said, and decided
to add another therapy
“dood” to the pack.

“Axl and Izzy have
become best buds, and
it is obvious that Izzy
looks up to her big
brother,” Lisa and
Brad Conley said. “He
is the best role model.”

Izzy began training
to be a therapy dog
immediately, and she
started joining Axl and
their “parents” at the
funeral home every
day. Izzy responded
well to interacting with
people and always
seemed comfortable
with the unique sce-
narios and equipment
that is encountered at
the funeral home and
places they visit.

Once the Conleys felt
confident that she
could meet all of the
requirements of the
therapy dog certifica-
tion, Izzy went through
the testing process.
Following in big
brother Axl’s paw-
prints, Izzy became a
certified therapy dog.

Axl and Izzy have
their own scheduled
therapy visits where
they are happily
welcomed by the
residents and staff
every week at a local
retirement home, along
with their regular
therapy visits at a local
rehabilitation facility,
and of course, both
working every day at
their full-time jobs at
Carter-Conley Funeral
Home.

“Axl and Izzy are
always on the move
and are happy to ride
along with us wherever
we go,” the Conleys
said. “They are with us
every day at our
funeral home and
assist with all of our
daily activities, includ-
ing welcoming guests,
comforting the families
during the planning/
arrangement meeting
— they walk around
and mingle, usually
entertaining and
bringing much-needed
smiles to the family
members and friends of
the deceased during
services.”

Lisa and Brad
Conley continued,
saying it’s fun to watch
the joy and comfort
that the dogs truly
bring to people.

“Not only do they
bring happiness to the
families that we serve,
but our employees
enjoy having them
around, as well,” they
said. “Having therapy
dogs Axl, and now Izzy,
at our funeral home
has been a wonderful
and unique form of
support and an invalu-
able addition to our
lives and the lives of
the families that we
serve.”

More fun facts from
the Conleys:

    “Axl and Izzy and
both Golden DOODles,
and that is how we
came up with Axl’s
title, ’Grief Therapy
Dood’ and Izzy, ’Grief
Therapy Doodette.’”

    They are each
named after members
of the rock band Guns
N’ Roses.

Therapy Dogs make Life
- and Death easier

IZZY AND AXL ON THE JOB.
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Chris Cobler

✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

“Early Snow”
This has been a year

that defies explanations.
I spoke with my parents

a week or so ago. We have
used Zoom and other types
of video to communicate
but, more often than not, I
just call up my dad, he puts
me on speaker, and we chat
as we always have.

My parents were about
to go skiing.  They live in
the north, but they don’t
live on the North Pole. It
was much too early to
cross-country ski, but
they’d had an early snow
and my mom decided they
should give it a try.

“You know what is going
to happen,” I told them.

“Uh-huh,” my dad said.
“First the snow is going

to stick to the bottom of
your skis, then the leaves
are going to stick,” I told
them. “You are going to be
stuck in place!” I felt like
the voice of doom, truth-
telling to my very experi-
enced 80-some-year-old
parents.

“Yeah,” my mother ad-
mitted, “I’m sure you’re
right!” I could tell this
would not deter her for a
minute.

My husband, Peter, and
I were preparing for a vis-
it from my former brother-
in-law, Jason. This is the
first visitor we’ve had in
eight months and his visit
precipitated a lot of house-
cleaning. There are places
we just don’t get around to
cleaning until we are con-
fronted with the prospect
of company.

“The baseboards in the
bathroom were filthy!” Pe-
ter informed me.

“Your desk is covered in
dust!” I told him.

We cleaned places we
hadn’t looked at closely in
three-quarters of a year so
that we could entertain
Jason, who spent almost
the entire time on our pa-
tio, which Peter swept for
the occasion. Peter made
his famous enchiladas, and
I made my Aunt Betty’s
apple squares, and it was
a lovely evening. Peter
built a fire and we sat
around and talked until
much later than I usually
stay up.

Jason’s father, my
former father-in-law, is 94
and failing and Jason is
driving all the way from
California to Wisconsin to
see him—even though he
knows he’ll have to visit
his father through a win-
dow, even though he’ll have
to drive through a lot of ill-
ness and some early win-
ter storms to get there.

“I didn’t think I was go-
ing!” Jason told me, just
before he left. He sounded
a little surprised.

But he ended up renting
a car and is driving to see
his dad, who now weighs
only 100 pounds, who may
or may not recognize him
when he gets there, and
who is no longer able to
converse.

“I wasn’t going to go,”
Jason repeated. “But now
I’m going.”

For quite a while, I’ve
been trying to let go of ex-
pectations. People say that
holding too tightly to our
expectations only leads to
unhappiness, but I’ve al-
ways had a hard time let-
ting them go. I like the idea
that I have some idea of
where my life is headed
and what is going to hap-
pen next.

A few hours after I
spoke with my parents, I
saw a photo posted on Fa-
cebook of my mom on her
skis in the woods. Their
house was nowhere in
sight so they must have
made it some distance. I’m
sure it wasn’t great ski-
ing—but that wasn’t real-
ly the point, was it?

If this year has taught
me anything, it’s that may-
be I need to let go of some
of my expectations of how
things work. This isn’t the
year for them.

I looked again at the
photo of my mom. She’s
skiing in the early snow
and smiling.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s mem-

oir is called, “Blue Yarn.”
Learn more at
CarrieClasson.com.

COUNTY
CONNECTION

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo

✯

Harris County, you never fail to impress.
Across the country, people are buzzing about
the incredible numbers of voters we have had
during our early vote period. By the time
early voting shut down last Friday after 18
days,1,435,221 (or 57.85% of registered
voters) had cast their ballots. That is well
beyond the total number of voters for each of
the entire 2016 and 2018 elections! You have
come through this election season by volun-
teering to help folks register, working the
polls, and generally offering one another the
support and encouragement we all need to
believe that we can make a difference. We are
a strong, resilient, and driven community
and we are determined to have our voices
heard, both within Texas and across the
country. I have never been more proud of our
residents and our tireless poll workers who
are making this incredible movement of civic
participation happen.

And while you all are showing up for this
election like never before, Harris County
government has been working harder than
ever before to make your voting experience
what you need it to be. We are bending over
backwards to make sure that our polls are
safe for you to visit — by offering masks,
hand sanitizer, wipes, and finger coverings,
and ensuring social distancing. We tripled
the number of early vote locations and
worked with partners to open large accessible
venues such as the Toyota Center, NRG, and
BBVA Stadium. For the first time, we offered
drive-thru voting and had a day in which
polls were open 24 hours. We are doing
everything we can to make the voting process
what it should be — safe, secure, and accessi-
ble so that every eligible resident can confi-
dently exercise their right to vote, and in the
middle of a global pandemic, no less.

Tomorrow, November 3rd, is election day,
your final day to vote. So many of you have
already cast your ballots in this election, but,
for those who haven’t, please don’t miss this
chance to make history. If you requested a
mail-in ballot, please drop it off at the coun-
ty’s mail ballot drop-off location at NRG
Park. If you’re voting in person, I promise it
will be as painless as possible. I know you
won’t let your county or your country down.

It’s never been easier or more important.
Make a plan, make it happen, change our
future — Vote!

Abrazos,

Lina Hidalgo

Applause for our Voters
and Poll Workers

It’s not just Election Day
any longer

For most Texans, Elec-
tion Day is a misnomer.

More Texans voted ear-
ly this year than cast their
ballots during all of the
2016 general election.
Many more voted early
than went to the polls on
Election Day.

A record 9.7 million peo-
ple, or 57% of registered
voters, completed their civ-
ic duty during the extend-
ed early voting period of
Oct. 13-30, or by mail, ac-
cording to the Texas Secre-
tary of State.

Voters don’t register by
party in Texas, so political
pundits could only specu-
late about whether the
record early turnout fa-
vored either Democrats or
Republicans. Either way,
the intense voter interest
is unquestioned. When fi-
nal election results are in,
the state’s percentage of
registered voters who cast
ballots was expected to
surpass 60% for the first
time since the early 1990s.

20 YEARS OF DEATHS
DAILY ON TEXAS ROADS

Texas is approaching a
deadly milestone that the
Texas Department of
Transportation is working
to prevent.

The last deathless day
on Texas roads was Nov. 7,
2000. Through its cam-
paign #EndTheStreak, Tx-
DOT is trying to stop 20
consecutive years of daily
deaths on Texas roads.
During that time, more
than 70,000 people have
died.

An average of 10 people
die every day in crashes in
the state.

“This is so horrific.
Come on Texas! We can do
better!” said Dr. Beverly
Thompson Kuhn of the
Texas A&M Transporta-
tion Institute.

A&M STUDY ANALYZES
MEDICAID EXPANSION

The state of Texas could
deal with part of its loom-
ing budget shortfall by ex-
panding Medicaid
coverage, according to Re-
publican Rep. Lyle Larson

of San Antonio.
Larson’s position, en-

dorsed by the Texas Medi-
cal Association, came in
response to a new Texas
A&M study that Medicaid
expansion would bring the
state about $5.4 billion
from the federal govern-
ment. Texas is one of 12
states that have chosen to
not participate in Medicaid
expansion under the Af-
fordable Care Act.

Most state Republicans
strongly oppose the Afford-
able Care Act, which is go-
ing before the U.S.
Supreme Court.

“As we address the bud-
get shortfall in the next
session, we should serious-
ly consider accessing fed-
eral Medicaid funding,”
Larson tweeted. “This re-
cently released study
shows Texas is losing out
on $5.4 billion while 38
other states are taking the
federal dollars.”

NEW LAW PROTECTS
BREASTFEEDING MOTHERS

Women are allowed to
pump breast milk any-
where in public, the Texas
Comptroller’s Office re-
minded the public in its
latest issue of “Tax Policy
News.”

A bill passed in the last
legislative session aims to
make it clear for business-
es and employers that
breast pumping in public is
allowed just as breastfeed-
ing already was under Tex-

as law.
Texas Health and Hu-

man Services offers sup-
port for breastfeeding
mothers. The Texas Lacta-
tion Support Hotline num-
ber is 855-550-6667.

BUTTERFLIES ARE FREE;
LICENSE PLATE IS $30

You can soon buy a Tex-
as license plate that floats
like a butterfly, or at least
appears to do so.

The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department re-
cently announced the win-
ner of its newest
conservation license plate
design. The public selected
its favorite monarch but-
terfly design through an
online survey.

Proceeds from the sale
of the plates go to help con-
serve monarch butterflies
and other at-risk, non-
game species native to Tex-
as. To be notified when the
plates go on sale in March,
sign up at http://bit.ly/ TP-
WDEmailNotification.

All conservation special-
ty plates cost $30 a year,
with $22 going to the parks
and wildlife agency.

CHANGES PROPOSED TO
SEXUAL ASSAULT LAWS

Look for laws regarding
sexual assault to change in
the upcoming legislative
session.

The Sexual Assault Sur-
vivors’ Task Force has is-
sued its first report to the
Texas Legislature. The
group began meeting ear-
lier this year after being
created by the passage of
House Bill 1590 during the
2019 session.

The report includes 11
policy recommendations
for the upcoming legisla-
tive session. A few of those:

• Remove law enforce-
ment’s ability to decline
forensic medical examina-
tions for sexual assaults
reported within 120 hours
and clarify language per-
taining to law enforce-
ment’s ability to decline
forensic medical examina-
tions outside of 120 hours.

• Require law enforce-
ment to complete the Of-
fice of the Attorney
General’s Law Enforce-
ment Request for Sexual
Assault Exam form for ev-
ery sexual assault that is
reported to them.

• Require that a foren-
sic medical exam be offered
to all children who report
a sexual assault, including
cases reported more than
120 hours post-assault.

• Remove the word “al-
leged” when referencing a
sexual assault or other sex
offense.

One-third of adult Tex-
ans, or 6.3 million people,
have experienced sexual
assault at some point in
their lives, according to a
2015 study by the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin’s
Institute on Domestic Vio-
lence and Sexual Assault.

Chris Cobler is a board
member and past president
of the Freedom of Informa-
tion Foundation of Texas.
He welcomes email at
ccobler@texaspress.com.
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Clemson visits ND in meeting of the top five teams;
Texans return from Bye week with trip to Jacksonville

It’s been a tough season
thus far for Texas’ two pro-
fessional football teams.

The Texans lost six of
their first seven games and
return from their bye week
with a trip to Jacksonville to
take on the only team they
have beaten so far this sea-
son. Up I-45, the Dallas
Cowboys entered the 2020
season with Super Bowl as-
pirations, but have looked
anything but a SB contend-
er. After losing quarterback
Dak Prescott to a horrible
ankle injury, head coach
Mike McCarthy turned to
former Cincinnati starting
QB Andy Dalton to lead the
offense. Dalton was knocked
silly on a cheap shot by
Washington linebacker Jon
Bostic two weeks ago (Bos-
tic was rightfully ejected
from the game) and might
be able to return this week
for a home date against
Pittsburgh. Dallas has been
decimated by injuries, espe-
cially on offense where
they’ve lost both starting
tackles and Prescott. On de-
fense, Dallas is horrendous.
I mean, when you give up 25
points to Washington you
know you have issues.

Many are already calling
for McCarthy to be one and
done and for owner Jerry
Jones to clean house. We
shall see.

Things could get ugly at
AT&T Stadium on Sunday
when the Steelers, who look
like the best team in the
league at the moment, come
calling with their high-pow-
ered offense and stifling de-
fense.

In college action, all eyes
will be on South Bend, IN on
Saturday when No. 1-
ranked Clemson visits No.
4-ranked Notre Dame. This
will be both teams first real
test as both have had a rel-
atively easy go of it thus far
in the 2020 season. Clemson
QB Tyler Lawrence, a Heis-
man Trophy candidate, will

face a ND defense that has
allowed 9.8 points per game
in its first five games. But
that unit will get its first
real test against Lawrence
and his host of playmakers.

In Big 12 action, Oklaho-
ma State travels to Manhat-
tan to face Kansas State
with first place in the league
at stake. Both entered their
games last week undefeat-
ed in the conference. OSU
hosted Texas last week and
KSU took on West Virginia.

In high school action, four
of Aldine ISD’s five varsity
teams will have their bye
weeks. The only District 14-
6A game will feature West-
field visiting Nimitz in
Thorne Stadium.

Before we check out this
weekend’s games, let’s re-
view last weeks record. A 6-
4 week brought the season
record to 47-27 (64%).

Now, onto this week’s
game.

NCAA

Houston at Cincinnati:
Dale Holgerson’s Cougars
hit the road to take on a very
good Cincinnati team in an
important American Athlet-
ic game. Two weeks ago, the
Coogs picked up a nice road
win at Navy as quarterback
Clayton Tune (319 yards, 2
TDs) led the way to a 37-21
victory. Tune has a talented
receiver to throw to in Mar-
queze Stevenson (5 recep-
tions, 118 yards, 1 TD).
Stevenson is also a danger-
ous return man. The Bear-
cats are a solid bunch on
both sides of the ball. Cinci

is led by quarterback Des-
mond Ridder (597 yards, 6
TDs) and running back Ger-
rid Doaks (145 yards, 4
TDs). I think UH hangs
around in this one, but look
for the Cincinnati defense to
be the difference maker in
this one. My pick, Cincinnati
31, Houston 26

Clemson at Notre
Dame: The Game of the
Week in college football pits
Lawrence’s (848 yards, 7
TDs) Tigers against Ian
Book’s (719 yards, 4 TDs)
Fighting Irish in a nation-
ally televised game on NBC.
Lawrence is not a one-man
team. He has plenty of tal-
ent around him like running
back Travis Etienne
(243 yards, 2 TDs) and wide
receiver Amari Rodgers (12
receptions, 206 yards, 3
TDs). ND has been winning
with a strong ground game
and a stifling defense, as ev-
idenced by the 9.8 points per
game they’ve allowed in
their first five games. The
ND defense will get its first
real test of the season. I
think Lawrence and Co. will
be too much for ND on Sat-
urday, but I expect these two
will meet in the ACC title
game in December. My pick,
Clemson 26, Notre Dame 24

Texas A&M at South
Carolina: Jimbo Fisher’s
Aggies can’t afford to look
past the Gamecocks when
they hit the road on Satur-
day. Sure, SC lost three of its
first five games, but they did
defeat Auburn at home
three weeks ago and quar-
terback Collin Hill (502
yards, 3 TDs) is a playmak-

er. Aggie QB Kellen Mond
(507 yards, 4 TDs) must pro-
tect the football and make
plays with his arm and legs.
He can count on running
back Isaiah Spiller (142
yards) to lead the way on the
ground. Look for the A&M
defense to put heat on Hill
and force a key turnover or
two. This appears to be Fish-
er’s best team in his first
three years in College Sta-
tion and another road win
appears to be in the offing.
My pick, Texas A&M 27,
South Carolina 17

NFL

Green Bay at San
Francisco: A good one for
Thursday Night Football
pits Aaron Rodgers and the
explosive Green Bay offense
against a San Francisco
team that is beginning to
play well on defense and
doing just enough on offense
to get back in the NFC West
race and playoff hunt. Two
weeks ago, Rodgers () 1,497
yard, 17 TDs) threw four
touchdown passes to lead
the Packers to a 35-20 win
over the Texans. The 49ers
also cruised to a win at New
England as quarterback
Jimmy Garoppolo and the
defense routed New En-
gland, 33-6. GB wide receiv-
er Davante Adams (30
receptions, 388 yards, 5 TDs)
had a big day with 13 catch-
es for 196 yards. Rodgers
should have his to No. 1 run-
ning back return for this one
as Aaron Jones (374 yards,
4 TDs) after missing the
Houston game with a mild
calf strain. Rodgers will
need him as he takes on a
49ers defense that has been
hit hard by injuries, but
thanks to a wealth of depth,
the defense has barely
missed a beat. The Packers
aren’t a great defensive
team, but they should make
some plays against Garop-
polo. My pick, Green Bay 26,

San Francisco 20
Houston at Jackson-

ville: The Texans return
from their bye week with a
trip to Jacksonville to face
the only team they have
beaten this season. Quarter-
back Deshaun Watson
(1,401 yards, 8 TDs) should
have a big day against the
Jags. He threw for 300 yards
or more in three straight
games heading into the bye
and appears to be getting
more comfortable with wide
receivers Brandin Cooks,
Will Fuller and Randall
Cobb. The Jags have also
struggled this year, but did
put up 29 points two weeks
ago in a loss at Los Angeles.
Look for Watson to have a
big day against a suspect
Jacksonville secondary as
the Texans pick up win No.
2 on the season. My pick,
Houston 33, Jacksonville 26

Baltimore at India-
napolis: Lamar Jackson
(769 passing yards, 7 TDs/
235 rushing yards, 1 TD)
visit the Colts on Sunday in
what should be an interest-
ing game. The Colts have
been doing just enough to
remain in the AFC South
race as quarterback Phillip
Rivers (984 yards, 4 TDs)
and rookie running back
Jonathan Taylor (250 yards,
2 TDs) are leading the way
on offense. Both of them will
need to step things up on
Sunday when they face the
ball hawking Ravens de-
fense. The Baltimore de-
fense is adept at forcing
turnovers and Rivers has
had trouble in that depart-
ment thus far this season.
Look for the Ravens defense
to force a turnover or three
to lead Baltimore to a solid
road win. My pick, Balti-
more 26, Indianapolis 23

Pittsburgh at Dallas:
This one cold get ugly early.
Dallas is struggling on both
sides of the ball and who
knows if Dalton will be
cleared from concussion

protocol for this game. He
probably hopes he doesn’t
have to face the blitz-happy
Steelers who have one of the
top defenses in the league.
The Dallas offensive line is
struggling, especially at
tackle, so look for T.J. Watt
and his mates to have a
huge day and should come
up with a handful, if not
more, sacks. Offensively,
look for Ben Rothlisberger
(1,446 yards, 13 TDs) to be
the next QB to carve up the
porous Dallas defense. If
Dallas suffers another hu-
miliating defeat, I wonder if
owner Jerry Jones would
pull the plug on Mike Mc-
Carthy. My pick, Pittsburgh
36, Dallas 20

New Orleans at Tampa
Bay: A good one for Sunday
Night Football pits Drew
Brees (1,618 yards, 11 TDs)
against Tom Brady (1,910
yards, 18 TDs). Brees and
running back Alvin Kama-
ra (364 rushing yards, 4
TDs/46 receptions, 460
yards, 3 TDs) will face a very
good TB defense that has
greatly improved since the
first time these two teams
met in Week 1 (a 34-23
Saints win). Sine that game,
the Tampa Bay defense has
been a wrecking crew and on
offense tight end Rob
Gronkowski (22 receptions,
280 yards, 2 TDs) and Brady
are connecting in the pass-
ing game just as they did
when they were teammates
in New England for so many
seasons. As if the Bucs didn’t
have enough weapons with
Gronk, running back Ronald
Jones (506 yards, 4 TDs),
wide receivers Chris Good-
win and Mike Evans, they
went out and added former
Steeler wide out Antonio
Brown to the offense. Look
for Brady and his team-
mates to extract revenge for
that opening season loss at
the Bucs continue their roll.
My pick, Tampa Bay 33,
New Orleans 24
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Walter Donald
“Donnie” Ballew, 87,
passed away October
31, 2020 at his home in
Channelview, Texas.
Donnie was born at
home, the third of what
would eventually be
seven children, in 1933,
the depth of the Great
Depression. He grew
up working on a farm
and joined the Navy in
1950 during the Kore-
an war and achieved
the rank of 2nd Class
Petty Officer.  He met
his future wife, Sharon
White, at a drugstore
soda fountain in 1954.
They married in 1956,
were later blessed with
three sons whom they
enjoyed raising in their
community.

Donnie and Sharon
were always together,
and he stayed with her,
never leaving her side
for the rest of his life.
He loved God, and was
a faithful member of
Dell Dale Avenue
Baptist Church.
Donnie was, in every
sense of every word, a
husband, father,
grandfather, brother
and servant of God.

He worked for Armco
Steel for 28 years until
retiring in 1983.
Donnie and Sharon
began Ballew Air and
Heat in 1968 and they
continue to serve the
community faithfully.
His son Bob and
grandson Brian are
carrying on the busi-
ness- serving the
community.  Don was
known as a mentor for
many AC/Heat techni-
cians and gave them a

start by providing
internships.  He
allowed his grandsons
to work during the
summers and these are
times they will cherish
forever.

He was also a
mentor to many of the
men of The Table
Ministry and especially
to his son’s friends who
looked to him as a
father figure.  He was
an avid gardener, an
award-winning bee-
keeper, and enjoyed his
family time.  Donnie
was known to many as
“Poppa” and will be
missed by all who knew
him.

He is preceded in
death by his parents,
Ervin Charles Ballew
and Amelia Word;
brothers, Charles
Thomas “Buddy”
Ballew, Robert Rodney
Ballew and Larry
Word.  He is lovingly
survived by his wife of
64 years, Sharon
Ballew; sons, Bill, Bob
and Ben (the three B’s)
and their wives
Michelle, Janice, and
Kelly; brothers, Gene
Ballew and wife Lorita,
E.C. Ballew; sister,
Charlotte Harling;

grandchildren, Chad
and wife Amanda,
Brian and Catherine,
Tyler and wife Saman-
tha, Zachary and wife
Shelly, Lauren and
fiancé Yoann, Leslie
and husband Zach,
William and wife
Meredith, Matthew,
Mary Catherine and
Nicholas; great-grand-
children, Bailee,
Travis, Morgan and
soon to be born, Paige;
as well as numerous
nephews, nieces,
extended family
members and friends.

Friends are welcome
to join the family for
visitation from 6:00 PM
to 8:00 PM Wednesday,
November 4th.  Funer-
al services officiated by
Pastor Danny Kilcoyne
will be held at 10:00
AM Thursday, Novem-
ber 5, 2020 in the
chapel of Carter-
Conley Funeral Home.
Graveside services
with military honors
provided by the US
Navy will follow at
11:30 AM at San
Jacinto Memorial Park
where he will be laid to
rest under the direction
of Carter-Conley
Funeral Home.

Walter Donald “Donnie” Ballew
  Georgia Kovalcik Snid-

er, 89, of Crosby, Texas
went to be with the Lord
on October 20, 2020.  Geor-
gia was born on February
3, 1931 in Eastgate, Texas
to Emil and Mary (Dlouhy)
Kovalcik.

  She is preceded in
death by her parents; her
husband Leonard Snider
(married 52 years); her
son, Jerry Allen Miller; her
brother, Albert (Big Al)
and wife Alice Jean Koval-
cik, and their sons, Willie
Earl, Albert Lee, and Billy
Ray Kovalcik.  her sister
Mary Michalsky and hus-
band Frank, and their
daughter, Beverly Yelver-
ton and her husband Cly-
de, and their son Frankie
Michalsky; her sister Will-
ie Mae Kovalcik McMahon,
her granddaughter Tyler
McMahon and her grand-
son Michael Turner; her
sister Tonie McMahon and
husband Scottye and their
son Scottye Jr.; her broth-

er-in-law Albert Smith and
his grandson Logan and
son-in-law Hank.

  Georgia is survived by
her grandson Jerry Wayne
Mil ler  and g ir l f r iend
Miranda Kimbrough of
Palest ine,  Texas;  her
grandson Lance Miller and
wife Katerina of Elkhart,
Texas; her sister Rosie
Smith of Melborne, Arkan-
sas; daughter-in-law Ann
Miller (mother of Jerry
Wayne Miller); daughter-
in-law Jamie (mother of
Lance Miller); step-daugh-
ter Raynell Bobo and hus-
band Doyce; her special
caregivers Cathy & Craig
Stasney and Randy & Deb-
bie Foster.  She is also sur-
vived by numerous nieces,
nephews, and other fami-
ly and friends.

Pallbearers are: Jerry
Wayne Miller, David Mc-
Mahon, Donald McMahon,
Brandon Davis, Derek
Guinn, Craig Stasney Jr.,
Chris Stasney, and Shane

Davis.  Honorary pallbear-
ers are Kevin Michalsky,
Emil McMahon Sr., Emil
McMahon Jr., Richard
Mayo, Tim Smith, Randy
Foster, Craig Stasney Sr.,
and Jimmie Michalsky.

Friends are invited to
visit with the family from
1:00 PM to 2:00 PM on
Monday, October 26, 2020
at Sterling White Funeral
Home.  The service will
immediately follow at 2:00
PM with Larry Koslovsky
officiating.  Interment will
follow at Sterling White
Cemetery.  Due to COVID-
19, the family will not be
holding a bereavement
meal.

Georgia Kovalcik Snider

STERLING ~ WHITE
FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY
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11011 Crosby-Lynchburg Rd.
Highlands, TX 77562



ASK THE EXPERT

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim:�“What
are the
birthstones for
November?”

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

Those with November birthdays have two
beautiful birthstones to choose from: topaz and
citrine. Topaz comes in a rainbow of colors; citrine
is prized for its charming yellow and orange hues.
Both November birthstones are known to have
calming energies while bringing fortune and
warmth to the wearer. Most topaz and citrine
birthstones are affordably priced, as good-quality
gems are not as rare as for many of their counter-
parts. This means that those born in November
have many options to choose from. Your challenge
will be deciding which one to pick.

Topaz
The variety of topaz hues includes colorless,

light blue, yellow, orange, pink, violet, brown and,
very rarely, red. The vast majority of blue topaz
seen today is the permanent result of treating
colorless topaz with irradiation and heating. The
rainbow effect seen in “Mystic Topaz” is created
by coating colorless topaz with a thin artificial
film.

Some believe the word “topaz” comes from the
Sanskrit word tapas, which means “fire.” Others
trace it back to the Greek topazos. This November
birthstone was long thought to have many bene-
fits. The ancient Greeks believed that topaz gave
them strength. From the 1300s to the 1600s,
Europeans thought it could thwart magic spells
and dispel anger. The distinctly pinkish orange
Imperial topaz has aristocratic cachet. It is
commonly believed that the name originated with
the Russian royal family’s insistence on keeping
the finest colors of this gem, which was mined in
Russia’s Ural Mountains, exclusively for their
use.

Citrine
This November birthstone is the transparent

yellow to brownish orange variety of quartz,
which has been used in jewelry for thousands of
years. Citrine has been a popular gemstone since
ancient times and has shared a history of mistak-
en identities with the other November birthstone,
topaz. As a result, people thought citrine had the
same powers as topaz. They believed the citrine
birthstone could soothe tempers and calm the
wearer.

The ancient Greeks carved rock crystal orna-
ments that glistened like permafrost. Roman
pontiffs wore rings set with massive purple
amethysts, and citrine has been reported in
Roman jewelry. It was particularly popular in
colorful Scottish jewelry from the Victorian era.
Citrine, believed to derive from the French word
for “lemon” (citron), is given for the thirteenth
wedding anniversary.

Today, most of the citrine in the marketplace
results from the heat treatment of amethyst.
With its ready availability in a broad range of
sizes, citrine birthstone is one of the most afford-
able and desired yellow gemstones. The top
sources for this November birthstone are Bolivia,
Spain, Madagascar, Mexico and Uruguay. Ame-
thyst that’s typically heat treated to a citrine
color is mined mostly in Brazil.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim” column and for
supporting the North Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a diamond dealer and precious metals broker of
NTR Metals.  See more at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious metals, and other questions related to the
jewelry industry, email jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

When you woke up on Wednesday, maybe not
all the candidates that you supported in the
election won their race. Chances are good that
you still have a roof over your head as well as food
in the kitchen. With the outcome of each race,
there will be changes.  Some of the employees
who were comfortable with their positions, may
lose their job if they supported another candidate.
Or perhaps they are losing their job as they were
too comfortable.  Each day, we have opportunities
to do a little more, have a better attitude and to
make a difference.

Some elected leaders had become comfortable
and perhaps even complacent.  The demographics
in the community have changed. If our elected
leaders do not keep in contact with the communi-
ty, they will often lose focus.  I talked to someone
on the other side of town who was so out of touch
that when their school district was looking to
purchase laptop computers and Wi-Fi hotspots for
students in need, this person voted against it.
His reasoning was that in his family, each of his
three children had smart phones, laptops, and
tablets.  Apparently, each of his five grandchil-
dren had most of the same electronics.  In his
mind, every family had the same items.  Yet in
the district he served, a large number of families
did not even have electricity or adequate sleeping
arrangements.

Another elected leader recalled growing up in
project apartments and having to sleep with six
children in one room and using the stove as a
heater in the winters.  She saw her mother killed
by a man she once dated.  She and her siblings
had the privilege to move in with family members
after their mother’s death.  Those memories from
her childhood pushed her to incorporate domestic
violence awareness programs into the schools.
She also was determined to work with community
groups to help raise funds for back to school
supplies, uniforms and for holiday gifts.  She
frequently shared her story with students as a
way to encourage them to apply for college
admission as well as scholarships.

Perhaps those who were not successful in
winning their elections can use their testimony to
touch lives and make a difference.  While it hurts
our pride and wounds our ego to spend time and
money for an unsuccessful campaign, we can still
count our blessings.  The candidates had support-
ers, financial or volunteers and should count their
blessings.  They gained community exposure and
the experience of being a candidate.  If they
choose to run in another election, they have an
advantage over a newcomer.

For those who ran an unsuccessful race,
breathe and take a few days to rest and then get
up and get busy.  The community has much to
learn from your experience as well as from the
winner’s experience.  Do not “fall off the face of
the Earth” but instead look at how you can give
back to the community in other ways.  And count
your blessings.

Count Your Blessings

GP/JC Rotary Club
holds Million Dollar
Meal luncheon

Rotarians of the Galena Park/Jacinto City
Rotary Club held their annual “Million Dollar
Meal” event last Tuesday, October 27. This idea
to raise money for the Rotary Fouondation and
their worldwide programs to help people in need.
The effort is observed in all 3000 Rotary Clubs
around the world.

Congresswoman Sylvia Garcia at table, with Maria
Cortez-Ochoa, Bryan Clements, Juan Flores, Eileen
Brightwell & Carol Thompson

Norma Hernandez, Carol Thompson, Maria D. Cortez-
Ochoa, Eileen Brightwell, Zachary Fade, Olik, Brian
Allen, LT. Jack Giacona & Deputy Cano.

Maria D. Cortez-Ochoa, Brian Allen & Carol Thompson
pack TO GO boxes with chili luncheons. Due to the
Pandemic, the event was Curbside Pick Up & Delivery
only.

San Jacinto Pilot Club
attends district training

The very successful South Fall Council training of the Texas
District of Pilot International was held on October 16 & 17 at Saint
Mark’s United Methodist Church in Baytown.  There were nineteen
clubs represented from across the state of Texas and sixty-six Pilot
member attendees.  Saint Mark’s was a perfect layout for the social
distancing required of today’s world, and the Pilot Clubs thank
them for their generosity.

Pilot Clubs represented were Bay City, Baytown, Brenham,
Cuero, Dallas, El Campo, Evening Baytown, Evening San Jacinto,
Gonzales, Jasper, Lake Houston, Livingston, Lufkin, Nacogdoches,
San Jacinto, Shiner, West Chambers County, Wharton, and
Winnsboro.

Texas District Administrative Council (DAC) Governor Linda
Vaclavik of Shiner conducted the meeting, with assistance of other
DAC members: Governor-Elect – Kelli Alexander of Winnsboro, Lt.
Governor – Joanne Patterson of Lake Houston, Lt. Governor –
Krista Spano of Wharton, Secretary – Mary Jane Woods of Dallas,
and Treasurer – Brenda Steelman of El Campo.

Baytown Mayor Brandon Capetillo joined the meeting and
thanked all visitors for being in our beautiful Baytown.  Pilot
District Chaplain Scottie Beth Baker (Gonzales) led the invocation
and pledges to United States and Texas flags.

Training presentations were conducted by Texas District Officers
regarding the duties of local Pilot club officers. Also, Coordinators
made presentations – Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Camps were
described by Kelli Alexander of Winnsboro; Projects and Fundrais-
ing was presented by Deborah Garrett of Lufkin; Ideas for Gaining
Membership was discussed by Judy Wheat of Baytown; and a Pilot
Leadership presentation was conducted by Debbie Ray of Nacogdo-
ches.  Anchor Coordinator Carol Hutchens of Brenham introduced
2020-2021 Anchor District Officers.

Pilot Club members at the District Training sessions held
in Baytown. Pictured: Pilot Karla Green and Pilot Julie
Fallin at the meeting.

2020 Pilot International Texas
District South Fall Council
Training is Held in Baytown
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Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save pTime & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

✯

CENTRAL AUTO
INSPECTIONS

FULL SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS

JOHNNY GAEKE 911 S. MAIN
OWNER-INSPECTOR HIGHLANDS, TX 77562

WIN

FREE TICKETS to

Submit this information to enter the drawing:
Name ____________________________________
Address __________________________________
City __________________________ Zip ________
Home Phone ______________________________
Cell Phone ________________________________
Submit by email with photo to grafikstar@aol.com

SUBMITTED PHOTOS MAY BE PUBLISHED. ONE ENTRY PER HOUSEHOLD.
MULTIPLE ENTRIES WILL DISQUALIFY ALL OF THEM.

Send us a Photo of You, reading the
STAR-COURIER.

(Be sure the front page shows.)
We are holding a drawing for 3 FREE TICKETS

to the TEXAS RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL

Your desired Date (CIRCLE ONE):
Oct. 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18, Nov. 7, 8, 21, 22

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Screenings to Identify Disabilities
CISD Special Education department provides screenings for children

with suspected disabilities in an effort to identify every student with a
disability who lives within the district’s boundaries.  Crosby ISD is
committed to providing excellence in education to all students, and the
screenings are designed to help identify children who may qualify for
the district’s special education programs.  Eligible students with
disabilities between the ages of 3 and 21 can be provided with services to
ensure their successful participation in school.  These services and
supports may be provided through Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
or through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act.
Special education services are also available starting at birth for eligible
children who have a visual and/or auditory impairment.

If you know a child who may be challenged with a disability, please
contact the Crosby ISD Special Education office at 281 328-9200,
Extension 1108.  If the child is already a student in Crosby ISD, please
contact the counselor at the child’s school.  The counselor will be happy
to assist you.

The special education personnel will coordinate efforts to evaluate the
student and, if eligible, ensure that the student is provided with supports
and services needed to benefit from instruction.

A/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience.
Reparo
electrodomesticos,
todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com

CEMETERY
PLOTS

9 PLOTS
available @ Sterling
White Cemetery
Prime Location.
$1,000 each, 2 for
$1,500 + transfer.
Call
281-380-6735.

            31-2

PRINTING &
MAILING
Full Service
Marketing Services.
713-977-2555

               tfn

SERVICES

SMALL ADS
Bring
BIG

RESULTS
Classified

ADS
713-266-

3444

PRINTING &
MAILING
Full Service
Marketing Services.
713-977-2555

               tfn

SERVICES

PARTS
SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICESSERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain l ink, wood
ornamental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Fergie’s Baytown Bar & Grill has filed for a Change of Location
to open a restaurant/bar at 3615 FM-1942. Owned by H.M.
Beverage, Inc., the company’s President Martin Ferguson, Vice-
President Christopher Westra and Secretary Michael Davis hold
a TABC Mixed Beverage Permit.

Barbers Hill ISD is requesting bids for Internal Connections.
Additional information is available at www.crwconsulting.com/ifcb.

Bids will be opened 12/16/2020 at 2:00 PM at Barbers Hill ISD
Technology building.
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