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The North Shore Rotary
Club will hold a MEGA RAFFLE
on Saturday, in place of their
annual Fish Fry. This 46th An-
nual Fundraising Event will fea-
ture a Grand Prize of the win-
ner’s choice of a 2021 Chevy
Camaro, or a Chevrolet Colo-
rado pickup.

There are also 25 addition-
al prizes including a side of
beef, golf cart, vacation pack-
age, iPad, fishing trip, and much
more.

The drawing will be held
at Turner Chevrolet, and broad-
cast live on Facebook. Tickets
are $100 and available from all
NS Rotarians, or on Facebook.

Rotary Raffle
Benefit May 15
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COVID-19
Cases as of
April 27, 2021

642,837 POSITIVE
7,018 DEATHS

595,910 RECOVERED

2,882,423 POSITIVE
50,027 DEATHS
22,776,539 TESTS

148,353,905 POSITIVE
3,131,636 DEATHS

85,984,055 RECOVERED

32,175,049 POSITIVE
573,378 DEATHS
428,582,253 TESTS

Pres. Biden nominates
Sheriff to head ICE

HARRIS COUNTY –
Guessing the Statue of Lib-
erty play is all over and
Kamala Harris didn’t solve
the boarder crisis because
President Joe Biden is in-
tent on nominating Harris
County Sheriff Ed Gonza-
les to lead Immigration
and Customs Enforce-
ment, Under the Depart-
m e n t  o f  H o m e l a n d
Security.

Considering the history,
it is a sudden change of di-
rection in that Gonzales
took the Harris County
Sheriff’s office out of a vol-
untary ICE program that
would have had deputies
fulfill the role of federal
agents in jails.

Gonzales is an outspo-
ken critic of families being
separated at the border.
He has never addressed
the side issues of finding
over 100,000 children
alone without any parents

abandoned on the border
area.

He has stated, “True!
We need common sense
immigration reform, but
taking children from their
parents is wrong under
any circumstances.”

Gonzalez started his ca-
reer as a civilian employ-
ee  in  Houston  Po l i ce
Department, later he was
a cop, then he rose to ser-

Continued. See President,
page 5

Lynchburg Ferry back in Service
The Lynchburg Ferry

reopened on Monday, April
26. Drivers may now cross
the Houston Ship Channel
using the updated facility.

The Harris County Toll
Road Authority (HCTRA)
will resume operations of
the Lynchburg Ferry be-
ginning Monday, April 26
at 4:30 a.m. Use of the fa-
ci l i ty remains free of
charge.

The Lynchburg Ferry
closed in February of 2020
for necessary improve-
ments to preserve the lon-
gevity of its operations.
The project was a joint
venture between Harris
County and the Texas De-
partment of Transporta-
tion (TxDOT).

The ferry, which cross-
es the Houston Ship Chan-
nel, connects North and

South Independence Park-
way and the San Jacinto
Battleground Monument.
Since 1888, Harris Coun-
ty has provided the ferry
service free of charge.

During the closure,
crews reconstructed the
north and south approach-

es, as well as the transfer
ramps that allow for load-
ing and unloading of the
boats. The work also in-
cludes rehabbing berthing
facilities and new ramp
hoist systems, which raise
and lower the ramps.

The newly elevated ap-

proaches and ramps will
reduce service outages re-
lated to the impact of local
flooding, therefore provid-
ing better service and reli-
ability to drivers.

Both ferryboats also re-
ceived much needed refur-
bishing, including engine

work, new decks and re-
painting.

While the Ferry will re-
open on April 26, ongoing
work will continue with
the remaining construc-
tion and is scheduled to be
completed in the Fall of
2021.

The Lynchburg Ferry
hours of operation are
Monday through Friday
from 4:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
and on Saturday and Sun-
day from 11:00 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. Both ferryboats are
scheduled to operate Mon-
day through Friday from
3:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

For frequently asked
questions drivers may vis-
it hctra.org/FAQ. For gen-
eral updates follow the
Lynchburg Ferry Facebook
page, the Lynchburg Fer-
ry webpage.

Galena Park ISD will host a
Super Site Food Distribution
Event on Friday, April 30 start-
ing at 9:00 am. “WHILE SUPPLIES
LAST” so come early. At North
Shore Senior High School, 353
N. Castlegory, enter on Evan-
ston west of the stadium. Re-
main in your vehicle. No Walk-
ups please. Sponsored by the
Houston Food Bank and Gale-
na Park ISD.

GP ISD Food
Distribution
April 30

geant. He would rise to be-
come a negotiator and lat-
er a homicide detective.

Gonzales became sheriff
in 2017, prior to that he
was  on  Houston City
Council and once, in 2012,
was pro-temp mayor of
Houston. He began his ca-
reer with Houston Police
Dept.

SHERIFF ED GONZALES

Jacinto City to celebrate
75th Anniversary May 8

Jacinto City is planning a
big party, to celebrate their
founding 75 years ago. The
festivities will center around
the Town Center, on Satur-
day May 8.

At 1:30 there will be a se-
ries of Bus Tours of land-
marks in the city. Then at
3:00 there will be an Official
Ceremony of speakers and re-
freshments inside the Town
Center. Later, from 5:00 to
9:00 pm the Market by Night
will be held on the plaza, with
music, vendors, exhibits, and
food trucks.

Everyone is invited to join
in the fun, but please RSVP
so that the city can plan on
how many will attend. Con-
tact Mrs. Joyce Raines at 713-
674-8424 or by email at
Joyce.Raines@JacintoCity-
TX.gov.

The North Channel Star
newspaper will publish con-
gratulations ads. Contact the
paper at 713-266-3444 with
your message.

By Allan Jamail

CHANNELVIEW – Sat-
urday, April 17, 2021 the
C h a n n e l v i e w  H i g h
School’s Future Farmers of
America (FFA) brought out
a host of the schools vari-
ous student classes and
groups to participate in the
FFA parade and day’s
events. FFA teachers Wes-
ley Hutchins, Brooke Mc-
Cauley and Channelette
Director Suzanne Hutch-
ins had their students en-
ter  cooking  contests ,
parade and float contests,
vehicle and marching
group contests and con-
tests for showing their
cows, pigs, goats, rabbits,
chickens and horticulture
exhibits. Judges graded
each category and present-
ed awards to the students,
many of those shown were
auctioned off to the high-
est bidder.  The event
raised $135,000.00 which
will go towards helping
students further their am-
bition in farming and
ranching.

This year’s 1st place
Grand Champion Steer ex-
hibitor was Hagen Noble
and the buyer was Stewart

Channelview’s Successful FFA Parade & Auction

continued on page 5

Leading in the 2021 Channelview FFA Parade in the backseat is Grand
Marshalls Superintendant Greg & Cinci Ollis, both lifelong educators &
Barry & Debbie Gibson (in front). Photo by Allan Jamail

1st place chili & showmanship Channelette Kicking Cookers.
Suzanne Hutchins Channelette’s Director (center) holding their
award. Channelette parents Gilda and Ernie Noyola were the
Chili cooks

2020 & 2021 Channelette Seniors FFA parade float.  Photo by
Allan Jamail

Grand Champion Steer, Exhibitor Hagen Noble, Buyer
Stewart Builders, $10,000

Grand Champion Swine, Exhibitor Kaylae Woods

LIVESTOCK PHOTOS COURTESY OF T.J. JOHNSON
PHOTOGRAPHY AND CHANNELVIEW ISD FFA.



Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STARPage 2 THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 2021

281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

Signs of Progress?
Community enraged at loss of landmark house

Highlands community laments on Facebook:

PORTER – State Rep.
Dan Huberty, R-127, was
arrested in Montgomery
County after crashing his
Corvette into a SUV occu-
pied by three people about
9:00 p.m. and failing a field
walking sobriety test April
23, according to the Mont-
gomery County Police Re-
porter, that posted the
video of the arrest to You-
Tube. He had refused a
chemical test.

Montgomery County
Precinct 4 Constable’s
Deputies were dispatched
to an accident on FM 1314
at Valley Ranch Parkway
and arrived to find a Cor-
vette “parked under an
SUV” according to one dep-
uty.

The three people in the
SUV suffered minor inju-
ries, according to the re-
port, and the driver of the
Corvette, identified as Hu-
berty, was unharmed. The
three in the S.U.V. refused
to be taken to the hospital.
The Corvette was im-
pounded.

Porter, where the crash
occurred, is about a three-
hour drive away from Aus-
t in .  According  to  the
report, Huberty told offic-
ers he was driving back
from the legislative session
in Austin.

State Representative
Dan Huberty arrested
for DUI after accident

A Texas law seems to
protect legislators and sen-
ators from arrest while in
transit to and from legisla-
tive sessions, a privilege
from arrest during session
in travel but Montgomery
County District Attorney
Brett Ligon told the Con-
stable’s Deputies to proceed
with the arrest.

Huberty later admitted
driving under the influence
of alcohol. He is accused of
failing to stop for a red light
before crashing into the
SUV. He bonded out of jail
early Saturday morning.

“Last night I was driving
under the influence of alco-
hol and involved in a minor
automobile accident in
Montgomery County,” Hu-

berty, who has been
a member of the
Texas House since
2011, posted Satur-
day on Facebook.
“Fortunately, no
one was seriously
injured. I regret my
actions and apolo-
gize to my constitu-
ents and my family.
I am seeking treat-
ment options to be-
gin today.”

Huberty has au-
thored no less than
13 House bills relat-

ed to improving education
this session, he is the
former chairman of the
House Committee on Pub-
lic Education and the Tex-
as Commission on Public
School Finance for the
2019 session.

Huberty has served Dis-
trict 127 since 2011. Last
election he routed chal-
lenger Ryan Woods 44,550
to 10,964. Huberty won a
seat to Humble ISD, be-
came board president in
2009. Huberty won a three
way race to replace Joe
Crabbe. House Bill 3, au-
thored by Huberty, stands
as the only comprehensive
school reform bill ever
passed by the Texas Leg-
islature.

DAN HUBERTY
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 JACINTO CITY – For-
ty-three years ago in 1973
Allan Jamail when serving
as President of the Jacin-
to City’s Police Officers As-
sociation had a monument
made honoring the fallen
police officers, firemen and
arm forces members killed
in the line-of-duty. For
years the city had a cere-
mony every 2nd Saturday
in May honoring those he-
roes killed in the line of
duty. Then the monument
was located at the city’s en-
trance at Mercury Dr. and
IH-10 Service Road.

The monument was re-
moved and put away when
an intersection widening
project took place. Jamail
said it’s time to give it a
new home and again begin
honoring those heroes it
was made for. Jamail says
he and Chief Ayala will be
planning a new era of hon-
oring fallen heroes annual-
ly. A tentative memorial
event is set for the upcom-
ing National Police Week
and Armed Forces Day
both falling on Saturday,
May 15th. The National
Fallen Firefighters Memo-
rial Service Day is on Oc-
tober 3, 2021. For more
information visit these
w e b s i t e s :
www.nationalpoliceweek.com,
www.nationaltoday.com/
armed-forces-day and
www.firehero.org/memori-
al-service.

Jacinto City leaders
honor Fallen Heroes

Former Jacinto City Police Chief and Mayor Allan Jamail (left), Chief
of Police Joe Ayala and Public Works Director Kyle Reed at a
dedication ceremony re-set the granite monument at the front of
the new Jacinto City Police Station (10429 Market St. Rd.). Public
Works employees Bernardo Perez, Candelero Aleman and Javier
Duran fastened the stone in place.   Photo by Linda Jamail
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Health-care Expansion
defeated in Texas House
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A bid to expand health
coverage for low-income
Texans failed in the Texas
House last week, 80-68.

State leaders have long
opposed expanding the
Medicaid program, which
is largely funded by the
federal government. The
measure that failed last
week would have allowed
the Texas Health and Hu-
man Services Commission
to negotiate a funding
agreement with the feds,
called a 1115 demonstra-
tion waiver, that would
cover more uninsured Tex-
ans without technically ex-
panding Medicaid,
according to various media
sources, including the Tex-
as Tribune.

Just over a week ago,
the Biden administration
rescinded a federal 1115
waiver approved in the fi-
nal days of the Trump ad-
ministration, which would
have provided the state bil-
lions of dollars over the
next decade to cover emer-
gency care for uninsured
Texans. The state was ex-
empted from the normal
public notice process, ac-
cording to the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid
Services. Gov. Greg Abbott
blasted that decision, say-
ing it “obstructed health-
care access for vulnerable
Texans.”

Backers of health-care
expansion are pinning
their waning hopes on
House Bill 3871, sponsored
by Rep. Julie Johnson, D-
Carrollton. Her bill also
uses an 1115 waiver to at-
tract federal funding to
expand Medicaid eligibili-
ty as well as increased in
Medicaid reimbursements
to doctors, according to the
Tribune. But time is run-
ning out with the bill still
stuck in committee.

If that bill fails to pass,
Texas officials will have to
begin renegotiating with
the Biden administration
to restore the funding.
More than 650,000 Texans
lost their employer-spon-
sored insurance during the
pandemic. Texas has the
highest number and high-
est percentage of unin-
sured residents in the

nation, according to the
Texas Comptroller’s Office.

MASS TRANSIT LOSES
EVEN MORE RIDERSHIP
DURING PANDEMIC

Mass transit in Texas
has been experiencing a
decline in ridership the
last few years, according to
a Fiscal Notes report by
the comptroller’s office.
The outlook has worsened
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, with steep drops in
ridership, revenue and ser-
vice.

According to census
data, “in terms of popula-
tion share, Blacks and His-
panics are overrepresented
among public transit rid-
ers, as are those with rela-
tively low incomes.
Comparatively large
shares of those with jobs in
education, health care, rec-
reation and food services
— the workers most affect-
ed by the pandemic — use
public transit to get to
work,” the report noted.

However, the pandemic
has taken its toll on mass
service, particularly in ur-
ban areas. Houston Metro
reported its total ridership
in December 2020 was 53.6
percent lower than in De-
cember 2019. Research sci-
entists, such as Michael
Walk with the Texas A&M
Transportation Institute,
say the use of multiple
modes of transportation
can make mass transit
more appealing to riders.

With the state experi-
encing explosive popula-
tion growth,
transportation officials

hope to keep public tran-
sit a viable option both in
urban and rural areas, ac-
cording to the comptroller’s
report.

MEDIA AD CAMPAIGN TO
BOOST VACCINES BEGINS

A $1.5 million television
and radio ad campaign was
launched last week by the
Texas Department of State
Health Services to encour-
age Texans to be vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19. The
ads, in both English and
Spanish, feature several
doctors urging folks to get
the vaccine, as the pace of
shot administered has
slowed.

“Our research shows
that individual health care
professionals are the most
trusted voices for people
deciding whether to get
vaccinated,” said DSHS
Commissioner Dr. John
Hellerstedt. “Over the com-
ing weeks we will contin-
ue to share messages
encouraging various com-
munities to get vaccinated.
We are also relying on
trusted voices within those
communities to speak up
and let their neighbors
know that the available
COVID-19 vaccines are
safe, effective and the best
way to end the pandemic
and restore normalcy.”

VACCINE DOSES NOW
OVER 10 MILLION MARK;
COVID-19 CASES STEADY

The number of Texans
who have received at least
one dose of the COVID-19
vaccine reached 10.56 mil-
lion as of Sunday, accord-
ing to DSHS. The number
of folks who are fully vac-
cinated hit 7.11 million,
which is about 24% of the
state’s population.

The number of new
COVID-19 cases in Texas
rose slightly last week
compared to the previous
week, to 23,684, with new
deaths dropping slightly at
359, according to the Coro-
navirus Resource Center
at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity. Similarly, lab-con-
firmed COVID-19 patients
in Texas hospitals was at
2,793 for the same period,
down slightly from the pre-
vious week, according to
DSHS.

TEXAS LIFTS PAUSE ON
J&J VACCINE

Vaccine providers in
Texas can resume using
the Johnson & Johnson
vaccine, DSHS announced.

The Centers for Disease
Control paused use of the
one-dose vaccine in mid-
April after 15 cases of
blood clots were identified,
primarily in women be-
tween 18 and 49. That’s out
of more than 7 million
shots administered nation-
ally.

Boosters of the vaccine
point to the simplicity of a
single-dose vaccine and the
ease of storage, according
to Hellerstedt, the DSHS
commissioner.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span. Email:
gborders@texaspress.com.

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

I finished my bath and saw
that the rust-orange towel
had molted all over my body.

I was covered with tufts of
orange fur. It was not a good
look, and it felt worse than it
looked. Worse yet, it gave me
a taste of what the next two
months would be like.

My husband, Peter, is a
man of many systems, and I
have learned to appreciate
this over the six years we
have been married. He has a
particular way to do nearly
everything, from making cof-
fee, to washing the dishes, to
ordering food stuffs. I have
found, by and large, it is best
just to stay out of the way and
things operate very well.

This brings us to moving.
Peter’s idea is that it

makes sense to get our pos-
sessions out of the house be-
fore we begin the painting,
minor repairs and deep clean-
ing. As we have already pur-
chased our new place, Peter
says we should ship all our
belongings, visit my parents
(finally!), and then return to
a clutter-free house and do
the work needed before put-
ting it on the market.

I’m guessing you have al-
ready figured out the weak-
ness in this plan.

“It will be like camping!” I
reassured myself. But one
bath with the orange towel
has me reconsidering. The
fluffy white towel I have
grown accustomed to has al-
ready been packed and the
orange “camping towel,”
which will be pitched when
we leave, has taken its place.

“Peter, I’m covered with
fuzz,” I reported mournfully.

“That’s a very old towel,”
he agreed.

“I don’t think I can use this
towel for two months,” I clar-
ified.

Peter gave me a look that
indicated he thought I might
be a bit of a whiner.

“Then don’t,” he said. “You
use the blue towel.”

I knew the blue towel he
meant. It was navy blue with
a huge bleach stain on it. This
was a generous gesture on
Peter’s part. The blue towel is
an absolute gem compared to
the orange towel.

“What will you use?” I
asked.

“I’ll use a small towel.”
“How small?”
“Just… small!” Peter said,

as if I was getting a little too
nosy. “I’ll use a hand towel!”

I couldn’t think of any de-
cent hand towels roaming
around at this point in the
packing.

“You mean like a tea tow-
el?”

“I’ll be fine!” Peter said.
Now I have images of Pe-

ter getting out of the shower
and drying himself with some
tiny relic, with tulips in the
corners embroidered long ago
by an elderly aunt. And I fear
the worst is yet to come.

Strategic lamps have dis-
appeared, leaving corners of
the house in utter darkness.
I did not point this out to Pe-
ter. He would only reassure
me that the days are getting
longer.

My biggest concern is that
my desk, where I spend near-
ly all day, will be traveling
without me. Peter is leaving
behind his awful-looking desk
and says I can use that. I am
not excited. His desk has
some sort of tower on top of
it, and a slide-out drawer
where my keyboard is sup-
posed to sit. I have no idea
what will stop the drawer
from sliding back in as I type,
and I have tried not to con-
sider this too deeply.

But, of course, we will get
by. And I comfort myself by
imagining how overwhelmed
by luxuries I will be in our
new place—once we finally
get there.

Full-sized towels! Light in
every room! My desk!

And Peter will get to work,
implementing new systems
for our new life together.

Till next time, Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir is

called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

New Systems
Texas Lawmakers
put communities
at Risk with
Permitless Carry

Texas Lawmakers Put Communities at Risk By
Pushing a Bill to Authorize Permitless Carry

Washington, DC — Despite the continued
surge in gun violence across the United States,
Republicans in the Texas House of Representa-
tives are moving ahead with a bill to authorize
permitless carry. The legislation they passed, HB
1927, would allow people without any training or
a background check to carry handguns in public.
Giffords, the gun violence prevention group led by
former Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords,
denounced the dangerous policy.

    “The Texas House of Representatives is
further endangering Texas communities with the
advancement of this reckless bill,” said Nico
Bocour, Government Affairs Director. “Texans
are already grappling with a gun violence crisis
every single day, and instead of passing effective
laws, Texas Republicans are eliminating protec-
tions that help prevent people who can’t pass a
background check from being able to carry loaded
weapons in public spaces. Texas families deserve
better. It’s past time for the Texas Legislature to
stop listening to the corporate gun lobby and
instead focus on the policies that can truly make
a difference in saving lives.”

HB 1927 would allow citizens to carry loaded,
concealed handguns in public without any back-
ground check or training whatsoever, and  signifi-
cantly weaken other protections and safeguards
that are currently in place. Other dangerous
provisions in the bill includes allowing more
people with demonstrated histories of violence to
carry hidden loaded guns outside the home.
Lawmakers today advanced HB 1927 despite
strong law enforcement opposition to the bill. The
Texas chapter of Giffords Gun Owners for Safety
also sent a letter to lawmakers ahead of the vote
today to voice their opposition to the legislation.

According to Giffords Law Center’s Annual
Gun Law Scorecard, Texas received an F due to
its extremely weak gun laws. The state’s existing
gun laws are filled with gaps and loopholes that
endanger community safety and make the state a
leading source of guns trafficked to other states
and nations across its borders. Nonetheless,
existing state law at least requires people to pass
a background check and complete a basic safety
training course to be licensed to carry loaded
concealed handguns in public places. HB 1927
would do away with these basic protections.

###

Giffords is a nonprofit organization dedicated
to saving lives from gun violence. Led by former
Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, Giffords
shifts culture, changes policies, and challenges
injustice, inspiring Americans across the country
to fight gun violence.

OPINION
✯

By Gabby Giffords organization

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5906 Star Lane,
Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to
about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

MOMENTS IN TIME The History Channel —* On
May 10, 1869, the presidents of the Union Pacific and
Central Pacific railroads meet in Promontory, Utah, and
drive a ceremonial last spike into a rail line that con-
nects their railroads. This made transcontinental rail-
road travel possible for the first time in U.S. history.

* On May 16, 1929, the first-ever Academy Awards
ceremony is held, with some 270 people in attendance.
Movies were just making the transition from silent films
to “talkies,” but all the nominated films were without
sound.

* On May 11, 1934, a massive dust storm sends mil-
lions of tons of topsoil flying across the parched Great
Plains to the East Coast and as far away as ships 300
miles offshore. Farmers had pushed their fields to the
limit, plowing under more and more grassland.

* On May 15, 1942, Lt. Ronald Reagan, a cavalry of-
ficer, applies for reassignment to the Army Air Force. As
a public relations officer, the actor and future president
produced military training, morale and propaganda
films.

* On May 12, 1975, the American freighter Mayaguez
is captured by communist government forces gunboats
in Cambodia. Two days later President Ford ordered the
bombing of the Cambodian port where the gunboats had
come from. Forty-one Americans died, many in an acci-
dental explosion during the attack.

* On May 13, 1985, in Philadelphia, police begin evac-
uating people from their homes in order to prepare for
an operation against MOVE, a radical cult group. MOVE
had begun assembling a large arsenal and building bun-
kers in their row house. The government gave $1.5 mil-
lion to three survivors of the raid.
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WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Church Page Sponsors

Call 713-266-3444 to join to
join sponsorship of this
page. Thank you.

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

President picks Sheriff,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Originally elected in
2016 as a reform candi-
date, Gonzales started re-
forming soon after taking
office. He advanced pro-
grams to medicate mental-
ly ill detainees.

Reelected in 2020 as
Sherif f ,  Gonzales has
maintained the most com-

municative HCSO in its
history. Incidents are re-
ported by the Sheriff’s Of-
fice as soon as they can be
assessed.

White House Press Sec-
retary  Jen Psaki  an-
n o u n c e d  G o n z a l e z ’ s
nomination Well, certain-
ly we want, we encourage

the Senate to not only con-
sider but confirm qualified
nominees. We certainly
consider him one of them.
But, the president looks
forward to having someone
in place in this position,
and it certainly indicates a
priority that we’ve put it
out today.”

Builders for $10,000.
2nd Place Reserve
Champion Steer ex-
hib i tor  was  Jayce
Sumbera and the buy-
er was Channelview
Glass for $8,000 and
3rd Place Steer the ex-
hibitor was Kolby Yel-
lott and the buyer was
North Shore Rotary
Club for $6,250.

 Other exhibitors
with their winning
c a t e g o r i e s  w e r e :
G r a n d  C h a m p i o n
Swine: Kaylae Woods,
Reserve Champion
Swine: Cori McClosk-
ey, Grand Champion
Goat: Jayel Patterson,
Reserve Champion
Goat: Cori McCloskey,
G r a n d  C h a m p i o n
Lamb: Cori McClosk-
ey, Reserve Champion
Lamb: Madalyn Mar-
quez, Grand Champi-
on Meat Pen Rabbits:
Macie Stepp, Reserve
Champion Meat Pen
Rabbits: Savannah
Stepp, Grand Champi-
on Broilers: Kirsten
S o w e l l ,  R e s e r v e
Champion Broilers:
Alexis Brown, Grand
Champion Horticul-
ture: Jonathan Acuna
and Reserve Champi-
o n  H o r t i c u l t u r e :
Giselle Marroquin.

F l o a t ,  V e h i c l e
M a r c h i n g  G r o u p
awards went to 1st
place, StuCo, Nascar
float, 2nd place, Chan-
nelettes & Channel-
ette Senior float, 1st
p l a c e  B r e e d l o v e
Clan~Falcon Derby -
Race to the Finish ve-
hicle, 2nd place Harris
County Pct.2 Neigh-
borhood  Serv ices -
A d r i a n  G a r c i a
Scooters,

1st place Channel-
view Falcon Marching
Band and 2nd place
Channelview High
Steady Soulz Dancer.

Suzanne Hutchins,
Director for the Chan-
nelettes and Assistant
Director Heather Kei-
th will supervise the
Channelette’s Spring
Show coming soon:

The 2021 Channel-
e t t e  S p r i n g
Show....Kaleidoscope,
will be May 6-8, 2021
at the CHS Auditori-
um at 7pm.  Due to
district guidelines con-
cerning COVID-19,
t h i s  w i l l  b e  a  7 5
minute dance program
with no intermission.
Masks will be required
during the show.  Ad-
mission is $10 and ev-
ery spectator will be
required to purchase a
ticket.  For ticket in-
f o rmat ion ,  p l ease
email Suzanne Hutch-
i n s  a t :
suzanne.hutchins@cvisd.org
(office - 281-860-1470).

Channelview’s Successful FFA Parade & Auction
CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 1

PHOTOS COURTESY OF
T.J.JOHNSON, ALLAN
JAMAIL, LINDA JAMAIL,
AND CHANNELVIEW FFA

FFA Parade Marching Group, Channelview High School Steady Soulz Boys Dance
Team.

The Channelview
Fire
Department’s
Mascot “SPARKY”
(backseat)
waving and
exciting the kids
along the parade
route.  Photo by
Linda Jamail

FFA Ag. Advisors
Brittney
Morrison, FFA
Teacher Brooke
McCauley & FFA
Teacher Wesley
Hutchins.

2020 & 2021 Channelettes FFA parade marching team.   Photo by Linda Jamail

 County
Commissioner
Adrian Garcia
leads his Road
Hog cycle gang
in the CVISD, FFA
parade.  Photo
by Allan Jamail

Gramd Champion Lamb, Exhibitor Cari McCloskey

Grand Champion Goat, Exhibitor Jayel Patterson

Grand Champion Broilers, Exhibitor Kirsten Sowell

Grand Champion Rabbits, Exhibitor Macie Stepp

Grand Champion Horticulture, Exhibitor Jonathan Acuna
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
A D SA D S

Your AD will reach up to 50,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 25,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

✯

FREE ESTIMATES     REYNALDOREMODELING@YAHOO.COM

A/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience.
Reparo
electrodomesticos,
todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain l ink, wood
ornamental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

FOR RENT

DUPLEX FOR
RENT
2 Bedroom, 1 Bath, in
Galena Park. Call
281-389-6567

14-2t

FOR RENT

RENTAL
PROPERTY
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath
Fenced Yard.
Located in Nelson
Addition, Crosby.
$1400/month. Call
281-705-9640

14-3t

PARTS
SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

WELL SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LOOKING FOR MARINE & POWER PLANT TECH.

Technicians with up to 10 years of experience.
Part and full time positions are available. Special product training
is included. Pay will be based on your job knowledge and desire
to work.
Send resume complete with objectives, goals, and certifications
to larryd1@qpsisbest.com
We are ready for you! Are you ready?

16-3T

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

RENTAL
PROPERTY
2 Story rental in
Crosby Texas. 3
bedroom, 2.5 bath
Townhome for rent.
Privacy fenced yard,
single car garage and
covered patio. Lawn
care and garbage
service provided.
$1300.00. Call 281-
705-9640.

16-3t

CAREGIVER
WANTED

CAREGIVER
WANTED

CAREGIVER
Looking for a family, couple or
individual interested in being a
live-in caregiver for a stroke
patient.
Call Debbie at (281) 813-1428

16-2t

Crosby Kindergarten Center
805 Runneburg Crosby Tx, 77532

Pre-K and Kindergarten New Student On-Line
Registration

will begin April 5, 2021!
Please call 281-328-9370 if you have any

questions or
Visit our website crosbyisd.org

ALL APPLICATION MUST BE COMPLETED
ONLINE!

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE
16-12t

CEMETERY
PLOTS

9 PLOTS
AVAILABLE
Prime Location -
Sterll ing White
Cemetery Garden of
Hope. $800 each
plus transfer.
2 Singles, 2 Doubles,
1 Triple.
Call 281-380-6735
16-2t

MISC. FOR SALE

ELECTRIC
WHEELCHAIR
With Receiver
Carrier. Great
Condition. Foot rest,
eelie bar, joystick
control. $600. Call
281-380-6735

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

W.W. Rowland is Leasing on Owner Operators who are Safe
and want consistent work and home time. Great Pay, Free

Parking, Safety Bonuses, Plate Program, Sign on & Referral
Bonuses and Fuel Discounts. We are a local company and have
plenty of Intermodal, Van and Flatbed work available. Give us a

call at (833) 610-8696, (713) 351-7037 or apply online at
www.wwrowland.com. Or if you want please come by in person
at 10000 Wallisville Road-Houston, TX 77013. If you want to be
part of a family operation that has been successful in business

for over 50 years please come see us.
Se Habla Español

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED



Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STARPage 8 THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 2021

ASK THE EXPERT

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim:�“What is
the birthstone for
May?”

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer and
precious metals broker of NTR Metals.  Pineforest Jewelry has
been a proud member of the IJO for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim” column and
for supporting the North Channel Star Newspaper!

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

MAY BIRTHSTONE IS EMERALD
May birthdays fall right in the heart of spring,

and the emerald is the perfect gem to symbolize
and celebrate this month. Prized for its brilliant
and beautiful green color, the emerald is often
favored by the rich and famous to wear as state-
ment pieces for big events.

But this beautiful gem is just at home in an
unassuming pendant as it is in an ornate tiara.

As the birthstone for May, the emerald, a
symbol of rebirth, is believed to grant the owner

foresight, good fortune, and
youth. Emerald, derived
from the word “smaragdus,”
means, quite literally,
“green” in Greek.

Like aquamarine, emer-
ald is a variety of beryl, a
mineral that grows with six

sides and up to a foot in length. Emerald color can
range from light green (though there is some
argument whether these very light beryls are
truly emeralds) to a deep, rich green. Emeralds
are also like aquamarine in that the way the color
is presents itself in jewelry depends on a good cut
by a skilled gemologist.

The deeper or more green an emerald, the more
valuable it is. The rarest emeralds will appear to
be an intense green-blue.  Emeralds are found all
over the world, including Colombia, Brazil,
Afghanistan and Zambia. The availability of
high-quality emerald is limited; consequently,
treatments to improve clarity are performed
regularly.

The emerald was mined in Egypt as early as
330 BC, but some estimate that the oldest emer-
alds are 2.97 billion years old. Cleopatra is
perhaps the most famous historical figure to
cherish emeralds. She even claimed ownership of
all emerald mines in Egypt during her reign.  The
Egyptians used emeralds both in jewelry, and in
their elaborate burials, often burying emeralds
with monarchs as symbols of protection.

Like other gemstones, the emerald was be-
lieved to have many mystical powers that accom-
panied its beauty. There were those who thought
the emerald could cure stomach problems, control
epilepsy and stop bleeding. Maybe due to its
soothing green color, it was also thought to be
able to ward off panic and keep the wearer
relaxed and serene.

Today, emerald is a symbol of loyalty, new
beginnings, peace and security, making it not
only a beautiful gem to wear, but also a meaning-
ful gift to be treasured by the receiver. It is still
widely prized by the rich and famous, with
Elizabeth Taylor’s famous emerald pendant
selling for $6.5 million in 2011.

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

✃

Lunch $11.99  Dinner $13.50
SUN-THU: 11am - 9:30pm

FRI-SAT: 11am-10pm

It happened once again.  I awoke to the horrible
feeling that something was wrong.  As has be-
come a habit, I checked my phone to be sure none
of my children or loved ones had called or texted.
Next move is always to check in on social media.
Instantly, my heart dropped.

One of the ladies who previously volunteered
with community events posted that her son had
been shot in the head.  Sadly, it was a self-
inflicted gunshot wound.  Her post went on to say
that she had been asking for help for her son but
now it was too late. I instantly texted her and let
her know I was praying and asked what could I
do. She asked for me to reach out to her Pastor.
My mind was racing.  Did she have a phone
charger with her?  Did she need any money?  Was
anyone with her?

As the day progressed, the hope continued to
fade.

Tears flowed and so many emotions filled my
heart.  As a mother of a son who has a dual
diagnosis of severe bipolar disorder as well as
paranoid schizophrenia, I know all too well the
pain of mental illness.  And the only thing worse,
is the frustration of not being able to find afford-
able health care for your loved one.

God has allowed me to not only be a mother to
someone who needs help, but has given me the
strength to reach out to others in the same
situations.  I can no longer count how many
parents of children who live with Autism that are
now in my life.  There are so many adults who are
living with depression as well as anxiety that it
does not take long for the subject to come up in
conversation as to how to find resources as well as
support groups.

Unfortunately, we have no hospital facility on
our side of town to help with those who live with
mental illness.  We have a limited number of
licensed counselors who practice in our area.
Those who have no insurance are especially
troubled.

I have one friend with a son who acts out
almost daily as his medication wears off before
school is out.  He rarely can ride the bus home
without an issue coming up. I cannot count the
number of times that she has taken him to the
medical center only to be turned away for lack of
a bed.

There are sadly those who do not want to talk
about their own health.  Recently someone I know
was referred to a psychiatrist and when the day
came for her to go to the appointment, she re-
ferred to it as her “psycho day”.  I was dumb-
founded.  I do not think she had a clue as to whom
she was hurting with that statement.

One thing I have learned is that until we erase
the stigma of mental illness, we cannot begin to
heal.  May is designated as Mental Health Aware-
ness Month.  I hope as May 1 arrives, you will be
ready to talk about it and help others to find
resources they need.

Talk About It

GALENA PARK – A Ga-
lena Park man has been
sentenced to 45 years in
prison for fatally stabbing
his wife in front of their
young daughter on the
night after they discussed
separating, Harris County
District Attorney Kim Ogg
announced Thursday.

“This is a horrific case,
and our hearts go out the
children who lost their
mother and had to witness
this terrible crime,” Ogg
said. “Domestic violence
has become an epidemic in
our community, and we’ve
all learned the most dan-
gerous time is when vic-
tims leave their abuser.”

Jose Antonio Medellin,
42, was sentenced Wednes-
day after he pleaded guilty
to stabbing 38-year-old
Mayra Falcon-Medellin as
she slept in a bed with her
8-year-old daughter at
their home in the 1700
block of Dunaway on Jan-
uary 24, 2020.

In court, prosecutors ex-
plained that the couple
had been growing apart
and were in the process of

splitting up. On the night
of the murder, Jose Medel-
lin hired a mariachi band
to serenade his wife at
home in a bid to win her
back. After the band left,
Mayra apparently told
Jose that she wanted to
separate and went to bed.

Later that night, Jose
came into the bedroom
where Mayra was sleeping
with their  8 -year-o ld
daughter and brutally
stabbed her in front of
their child.

Galena Park Police De-
partment officers and dep-
uties with the Harris
County Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded to the scene about
4 a.m. to find the young
girl cowering in another
room.

“She was a good mom,
she loved her four children
and was working multiple
jobs to take care of them,”
said Assistant District At-
torney Michael Hanover,
the prosecutor who han-
dled the case with Assis-
tant District Attorney
Mateo Gonzalez.

Galena Park man sentenced
to 45 years for stabbing wife

H o u s t o n ’ s  K P R C  2
made a surprise visit to
Galena Park High School
(GPHS) to award student,
Jacob Quintanilla with a
$2,500 KPRC 2 Senior
Scholarship.

The KPRC and Texas
Mattress Makers’ Senior
Scholarship Award pro-
gram surprises 20 gradu-
ating high school seniors
with a $2,500 scholarship
over the course of the
Spring semester. Each
week, a scholarship recip-
ient is featured on KPRC
2’s morning newscast.

When KPRC Anchor,
Christine Noël, surprised
Quintanilla in the GPHS
library, Principal Kim
M a r t i n ,  M r s .  B r a n d i
Couch, GPHS academic
advisor and Mr. Sean La-
Bua, GPHS counselor,
were cheering him on as he
walked into the room.

G a l e n a  P a r k  H i g h
School Academic Advisor,

Brandi Couch, nominated
Quintanilla for the schol-
arship and said he is very
deserving of this award.

“Each year ,  we are
tasked with choosing two
students for the KPRC
Channel 2 Scholarship
who demonstrate service,
excellence in academics,
and perseverance. As Ja-
cob’s student council spon-
sor,  I  have witnessed
first-hand his willingness
to serve and to grow as a
leader,” Couch said. “Jacob
has known a lot of hard-
ship in his life, but his
kindness, generosity, and
academic achievement
prove that he has the de-
termination to overcome
any obstacles in his way.”

Quintanilla will gradu-
ate in June and plans to
attend the University of
Houston to study comput-
er science.

Congratulations, Jacob!

GP HS senior wins
KPRC scholarship

JACOB QUINTANILLA


