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North Shore
Rotary Raffle
Benefit May 15

The North Shore Ro-
tary Club will hold a MEGA
RAFFLE on Saturday May
15th, in place of their an-
nual Fish Fry. This 46th An-
nual Fundraising Event will
feature a Grand Prize of
the winner’s choice of a
2021 Chevy Camaro, or a
Chevrolet Colorado pick-
up.

There are also 25 ad-
ditional prizes including a
1/2 side of beef, 2 whole
hogs w freezers, deluxe
fireworks package, golf
cart, juke box, vacation
package, iPad, patio fur-
niture, custom rod/reel
combo, fishing trip, res-
taurant package and
much more.

The drawing will be
held at Turner Chevrolet,
and broadcast live on Fa-
cebook. Tickets are $100
and available from all
North Shore Rotarians, or
on Facebook.

Locations which are
selling tickets include
Pineforest Jewelry on
Uvalde, NCA Chamber of
Commerce on |-10, Com-
munity Bank on I-10,
Crawfish Shack in Crosby,
Turner Chevrolet in Cros-
by, and more. Or contact
Lowell Everitt at 281-452-
6660 or Shawn Silman at
shawn.silman@sjcd.edu.

Hazardous
Waste Collection
Saturday May 15

Household Hazard-
ous Waste collection day
is on May 15th, from 8
a.m. to 11 a.m., by ap-
pointment only Miller
Service Center at 15530
Miller Road One Hous-
ton TX 77049. Schedule
an appointment at:

www.eng.hctx.net/
Consultants/Household-
Hazar: H hold-
Hazardous-Waste

Harris County House-
hold Hazardous Waste
provides free services to
unincorporated Harris
County. These services
give residents a conve-
nient, safe, and environ-
mentally compliant way
to dispose of the chem-
icals and some other
non-hazardous recycla-
ble items used in their
homes.

JACINTO CITY’S 75TH
ENDS WITH A BANG

By Allan Jamail

Jacinto City, Texas -
Saturday, May 8th, 2021
will go down as one of the
most popular days in Ja-
cinto City’s history since
its incorporation in 1946.
The city was celebrating
its 75th anniversary, the
city’s administration and
staff hit a home run with
celebrators’. The day was
filled with dignitary
speeches, live entertain-
ment, a free photo booth,
homemade arts and crafts,
homemade preserves,
cookies, local honey, tama-
les and boiled crawfish and
a spectacular nighttime
exploding fireworks show.

The official formal cele-
bration ceremony was
from 3 to 5 PM at the city’s
town center on Oates
Road. Mayor Ana Diaz
brought the guest to atten-

Jacinto City’s 75th Anniversary
fireworks celebration show.
Photo by Linda Jamail

City Manager Lon Squyres introduced
the current senior staff and made the
closing remarks. He invited everyone to
visit the City’s adjacent Market by Night
and to stay for the fireworks show.
Mayor Ana Diaz was the emcee for the
event, introducing speakers.

tion followed by Councilman Allen Lee
who gave the invocation.

Mayor Ana Diaz said she was most ap-
preciative of having a good city with good
services, good citizens and good city per-
sonnel and proud of the positive progress
she’s witnessed over the years of having
lived here all her life. Council members
Carmela Garcia, Mario Gonzales, Allen
Lee, Jimmy Rivas and Gregg Robinson
each welcomed everyone and made their

comments.

Congratulatory resolu-
tions were presented to the
city by the following, Con-
gresswomen Sylvia Garcia,
Sheila Jackson Lee wasn’t
able to attend so her new
Chief District Director
Yuroba Harris represented
her, (Congresswoman Lee
phoned in her congratula-
tory remarks), County
Commissioner Adrian Gar-
cia, Senator Carol Alvara-
do and State
Representative Ana Her-
nandez were in legislative
session and were repre-
sented by Betty Mcginnis
and Linda Jamail, Consta-
ble Jerry Garcia was
present.

Guests were asked triv-
ia questions about the

Continued. See Jacinto
City 75, page 2

TAMU Group reveals its plan
for a “Green” Galena Park

GALENA PARK - A
team of Texas A & M Uni-
versity professors and spe-
cialists in professional
fields such as planning,
engineering, and the envi-
ronment, presented to the
public their project which
focused on this city, due to
its many “vulnerabilites”
to environment threats.
The presentation was
made last Thursday May 6
to a CIP (Community-In-
dustry Partnership) meet-
ing virtually through
Zoom.

Led by professors Jaim-
ie Masterson and Deidra
Davis, the team included
students and the profes-
sors. Investigation and
planning were conducted
both in person in the field,
and in the classroom at
TAMU.

The study was entitled
“PLANNING TO IN-
CREASE QUALITY OF
LIFE FOR GALENA
PARK RESIDENTS.” It’s
stated goal was “Engaging

the Galena Park Commu-
nity to Build Resilience to
Excess Industrial Pollut-
ant Releases after Hurri-
canes and Floods in
Greater Houston.”

The team explained that
the study methods and so-
lutions could be applied to
many of the communities
and cities along the ship
channel, due to their prox-
imity to industry, and
flooding from the bay and
ship channel. Galena Park
was chosen for the study
because it was vulnerable,
close to these threat disas-
ters, and typical of other
area communities.

The study included
flooding simulations and
related chemical releases,
a study through a survey
of health problems related
to the environment, and
study of green infrastruc-
ture and planting, both ex-
isting and proposed.

Continued. See Galena
Park Plan, page 5

GALENA PARK MASTER PLAN

THE GALENA PARK STUDY investigated existing “Vulnerabilities” and presented mediation
schemes for each. These studies looked at natural disasters such as hurricanes and floods,
hazardous materials and plant discharges, and underserved or low income communities.
The plan suggested methods to alleviate these disasters, including “green” solutions for

planting and drainage in the natural environment.

OFFICIALS PRESENTING RESOLUTIONS TO JACINTO CITY

HARRIS COUNTY PCT. 2
COMMISSIONER ADRIAN GARCIA

CONGRESSWOMAN SYLVIA GARCIA LINDA JAMAIL, FOR

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
ANA HERNANDEZ

ALL PHOTOS BY ALLAN JAMAIL. NOT PICTURED, BETTY MCGINNIS, FOR STATE SENATOR CAROL ALVARADO.

YUROBA HARRIS, FOR
CONGRESSWOMAN
SHEILA JACKSON LEE
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JACINTO CITY CELEBRATES ITS 75TH

Texas’ Famous, Tony's Tamales serving Linda Jamail fresh hot tamales. L-
R: Jamie Rose, Tony Wheat, Linda Jamail & Ryan Rose. Tamales & shaved
ice, call Bobbie Wheat 334-885-0067. Photo by Allan Jamail

city’s history. The city’s
history was orally given by
Joyce Raines and in a sep-
arate room tables were
filled with old photos and
memorabilia. Former
elected officials were given
a gift bag which included
a flash drive of old photos
and souvenirs.

As a former city official
it gave me a good feeling
and a sense of pride know-
ing I served such a great
small Texas town when I
served as a mayor, council-
man, chief of police and
emergency management
director. As they say “dy-
namite can come in small
packages” well this de-
scribes Jacinto City, it
blows up other small cities
when you compare it with
any city across the nation.
With a population fewer
than 10,000 the city ex-
plodes with some of the
best personnel and servic-
es anyone could hope to
have.

Kyle Reed (24 years)
Public Works Director
heads up all the public
works departments; they’re

the life blood of the city. His
departments provide the
best of drinking water,
streets, sewer service and
keeps city properties mowed
and cleaned weekly.

Police Chief Joe Ayala
(39 years) staffs one of the
finest and well qualified
departments; it has a re-
sponse time of 2 minutes
or less to reach citizens call
for the police. The police
dispatchers take their job
serious and they recognize
lives of the citizens and of-
ficers depend on their per-
formance.

Fire Chief Rebecca Mier
(22 years) is a “can do” ad-
ministrator. She’s been
known to drive the fire
trucks, ambulances and will
jump in anywhere she sees
aneed. Aside from supervis-
ing the fire and ambulance
service, she also heads-up
the city’s Market by Night
event and stays on top of her
wife and mother duties to
her family.

Joyce Raines (36 years),
the City Secretary keeps
the city in compliance with
the ever changing laws

Entertainer Vianey Torres
displayed her exceptional
singing talent, singing in
English & Spanish. (read
article for more details)
Bookings 832-755-9841.
photo by Allan Jamai

governing city meetings,
elections and maintaining
minutes and records. She’s
the “go to” person when
you need anything, if she
doesn’t have what you
need she points you in the
right direction to get it.
Kathy Greiner (41
years) the City Bookkeep-
er maintains everything
that involves funds coming

= 2 L ; 2 L
Former elected & appointed city officials attending the 75th anniversary.
L-R: Mayor, Councilman & Chief of Police Allan Jamail, Mayor & Councilman Chris Diaz,
Mayor David Gongre, Councilman Douglas Presser, Mayor & Councilman Mike Jackson &
appointed Councilman Wayne Nichols. Photo by Linda Jamail

in and going out. Come pay
day she’s the most popular
lady in the city for employ-
ees and officials. She and
Joyce Raines are always
out front of any city event,
they “make it happen”
without them the city
would be in deep trouble.

City Attorney Jim De-
Foyd (54 Years) writes the
ordinances, codes and res-
olutions and provides the
legal advice.

Ivan Rojas, Parks &
Recreation Director over-
sees one of the city’s most
active and busiest depart-
ments which provide
adults and youth with
sports activities, entertain-
ment and clean parks year
round. He’s a “hands on”
supervisor, he’s not hesi-
tant to jump in and lend a
hand to get the job done.

Elizabeth Flores, Heri-
tage Hall’s Program Direc-
tor is the city’s senior’s
caregiver. She heads up a
very critical department
and is our very special lady
who makes sure our se-
niors have daily meals, en-
tertainment and physical

T =

exercise activities. She’s
assisted by Program Assis-
tants Maria Espinoza and
Debbie Martinez; these
three ladies take care of
the seniors as if they were
their own family.

Israel Favela, Head Li-
brarian and Gaby Prado
Youth Services Librarian
maintains vital services to
help educate adult citi-
zens, students, preschool-
ers and story time reading
to toddlers. They provide
classes to teach the skills
needed to use computers
via the internet and help
in teaching foreign lan-
guages.

Jacinto City has a full
time City Manager form of
government. The City Man-
ager oversees the entire op-
eration of the city. The
mayor and the five council
members are not full time,
they get paid a monthly sal-
ary plus an additional gas
allowance. The gas allow-
ance is paid to them for driv-
ing their personal vehicle
while taking care of city re-
lated business.

City Manager Lon

Squyres closed out the pro-
gram by heaping praises
on city personnel who
made the day’s event pos-
sible. Lon has been with
the city 29 years working
in the fire department, a
paramedic, an emergency
medical technician and as
emergency management
coordinator. He is in his
6th year as City Manager.

He also said, “It was
wonderful to see so many
past city officials, employ-
ees, and residents come
back to join us to celebrate
75 years of growth and ac-
complishments. Many past
officials were amazed to
see the new police station,
swimming pool, splash
pad, renovated fire station
and new elementary
school. In turn we were so
impressed when we reflect
back on the many accom-
plishments made by our
predecessors that laid the
groundwork for what has
been accomplished. In the
near future we will be post-
ing many of the event’s
photos on our website and
Facebook page.”

Parks & Recreation Director Ivan Rojas (left) with water
department's Arnaldo "Nino" Mendoza with piles of
crawfish head shells (mudbugs) after they pinched the
tail meat off. Photo by Allan Jamail

L-R: Jacinto City’s Heritage Hall Program Assistant
Maria Espinoza & Senior Program Director Elizabeth
Flores (center) Boyd’s Crawfish Cooker Derrick Barker,
other cookers not shown, John Doherty & Charles
Jefferson. Reservation Manager Jennie (409-948-

4222)

Attending and covering the 75th Jacinto City

Anniversary.

L-R: Gilbert Hoffman, Editor & Publisher & Allan
Jamail, Photojournalist. Photo by Linda Jamail

FORMER MAYORS OF JACINTO CITY 1946 - 2021
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#1 ALONZO (JACK)
CHANDLER

#13 ANA DIAZ

#2 C. L. DACUS

#8 ALLAN JAMAIL

Research and
Presentation courtesy
of Allan Jamail.

#3 D.A. MCPEARSON

#9 DAVID GONGRE
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#4 A.J. BERT HOLDER

#10 MIKE JACKSON

=

#12 RACHEL NUNEZ

MARKET DAYS OR
MARKET BY NIGHT
FOLLOWED THE 75TH
ANNIVERSARY
CEREMONIES.
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Harris County
Sheriff's Office
benefit Car
Show

42 Beautiful cars were
lon display last
[Saturday at Crosby
IChurch, to benefit the
Harris County Sheriff's
Office.

W E [ﬂ- W.UR
TWILIGHT TRADI

WE WILL BUY YOURS EVEN IF — s

YOU DON'T BUY FROM US. g m
ca" 2=

2021 CHEVY TRAX | >

]8% MSRP %

éﬁz%g U%%% T“HNEH 281-328-4377
v CHEVROLET #0urPeopleMakeTheDifference

18% aff MSRP on new 2021 Chavy Trax, Not avallable with special financing, laase and some other offers. Take new retail defvery by 912 1.

Join us for a week fuill of fun outdoor activities where
you'll lean the hasics of fishing.

Rotary ‘: 46th Annual Fundraising Event

Club of North Shora

Sean
MONDAY - THURSDAY | Regite
MAY 17 - MAY 20, 2021 ;
4oM -6 PH 1 - ——
, ' el 25 MEGA Raffle Drawing Prizes with the GRAND PRIZE
s by ' of a choice of Chevrolet COLORADO or CAMARO
High\agds T orCall You may purchase tickets from your Favorite Rotarian or message us here on Facebook
320422 Drawing will be held via Facebook Live on May 15th 2021

SAVE UP TO $3,500 WHEN YOU PLACE YOUR DEPOSIT
BY MAY 31°7.* CALL 832-572-5592 TODAY!

Baytown"s new favorite option in senior living

WE ARE ACCEPTING NEW DEPOSITS AND EXCEEDING ALL CENTERS
FOR DISEASE CONTROL COVID-19 PREVENTION REQUIREMENTS

A perfect blend of senior living options to fit your INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE
lifestyle in a one-of-a-kind retirerment community.
; _ 825 Hunt Road
Offering Independent Living cottages and apartments, THE LODGE AT
. . o . Baytown, TX
single-story Assisted Living homes, specialty Memory E CREE
s : ; 832-572-5592
Care. and a host of amenities and services, enjoy relaxed BV kB BV EENIBRL IV ING

luxury at our resort-style community. LodgeAtPine@EEKERH

A0 Abby Senior Living. “Veld for qualifying new depasits placed batwesn 02407 end 05/31. Cannat be combinad with other offars. Terme and restrictions apply. Talk with our Community Liaison for detaila.
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OPINION

By the League of Women Voters

Texas Voters Have
Lost Today!

AUSTIN—Today, League of Women Voters of
Texas president Grace Chimene issued the
following statement in response to the passage of
SB 7 in the Texas House of Representatives:

“For democracy to work for all of us, it must
include us all. In total disregard for what voters
want, the Texas House of Representatives chose
to pass a major election bill - SB 7 - that greatly
limits voting methods, complicates voter assis-
tance, and adds criminal penalties for election
workers. The League of Women Voters of Texas
(LWVTX) is deeply disappointed in both the
outcome of this election bill and the process by
which it ultimately passed.

“SB 7 erects deliberate barriers to silence our
most vulnerable citizens: voters with disabilities,
the elderly, and communities of color.

“Further, the process by which the bill was
passed is shameful. Committee hearings lacked
safety protocols and civility, discouraging in-
person, public testimony. While citizens were
allowed to provide written comments online,
these comments were not made part of the official
record or read at hearings. The final House
debate did not begin in earnest until 2:45 am.

“Voting and elections are fundamental to our
democracy. We had hoped for a more democratic
process and an outcome that would benefit all
voters instead of a few legislators.

“The League advocates for an election system
where every American can safely and freely cast
their ballot. In partnership with other community
organizations, we asked legislators to carefully
weigh election security with preserving voting
rights. The League identified strong legislative
opportunities to improve election security, such
as bills implementing online voter registration,
electronic tracking of mail ballot applications and
mail ballots, and more secure election equipment.

“Texans across the state responded to League
Action Alerts to contact their legislators to oppose
legislation that would institutionalize barriers to
voting. Over 80,000 emails regarding voting
rights were sent to our Texas legislators.

“SB 7 was wholly substituted in the House
Elections Committee with the language of HB 6,
the other massive “election integrity” bill. As
passed in the House, SB 7 contains a few amend-
ments, such as deleting the requirement that
assistants disclose the reason the voter needs
assistance and pairing down some of the addition-
al authority given to political poll watchers. As
SB 7 continues through the process; however, it
will be reworked and revised behind closed doors
- in the conference committee.

“When finally passed, this bill will affect how
we cast ballots and run elections in Texas for
years to come - voters deserve better! Unfortu-
nately, the majority of Texas legislators chose not
to listen and to confirm their definition of ‘elec-
tion integrity’ is restricting voting rights and
instilling fear for all involved in the election
process.”

The League of Women Voters is one of America’s
oldest and most trusted civic nonprofit organiza-
tions. Formed in 1919, LWVTX represents more
than 13,000 grassroots advocates and 34 local
Leagues across the state. The League never
supports or opposes candidates for office or
political parties. The League encourages the
informed and active participation of citizens in
government and seeks to influence public policy
through education and advocacy. Membership is
open to people 16 years and older.

League of Women Voters of Texas: lwvtexas.org

OPINION

Harris County Judge
Lina Hidalgo

Statement from Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo on SB7 Texas Voter Suppression Legisla-
tion

“The tentatively approved voter suppression
law is built on a pernicious lie, a lie that corrodes
our American democracy from within by pushing
the falsehood that widespread voter fraud exists
in Texas. Each time this lie is told, each time
policies are passed based on this lie, our democra-
cy is weakened.

I want to acknowledge the lawmakers that
fought all night, and made some headway, to
temper some of the most dangerous provisions in
this bill.

Most importantly, the passage of this bill has
once again made it mainstream in Texas for laws
to be written that make voting more difficult.
This is a dangerous path for Texas to travel.”

Ma

@2t v, gmmpracqulion.com
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It's time to
take down the
security fence
around the
U.S. Capitol ...

Which
Separates

ericans
from their
‘government...

VOTER M-
SUPPRESSION [ o=

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

‘Constitutional Carry’ bill
close to becoming law

It is a near certainty
that Texans will be al-
lowed to carry handguns
without a license in the
near future as House Bill
1927 passed both cham-
bers and heads to a confer-
ence committee to hash out
amendments added in the
Senate version.

Gov. Greg Abbott has
said he would sign the bill,
which means Texans
would no longer be re-
quired to obtain a license
to carry a handgun either
openly or concealed.

Ultimate passage of the
bill means Texas would
join at least 20 other states
with similar laws.

A University of Texas/
Texas Tribune poll indi-
cates most Texans oppose
unlicensed carry and sup-
port criminal and mental
background checks before
all gun sales.

DROUGHT CONDITIONS
CONTINUE TO IMPROVE
ACROSS STATE

Much-needed rain in
April has continued to ease
drought conditions, accord-
ing to the Texas Water De-
velopment Board.

Midland, for example,
received 2.2 inches last
month, more than the pre-
vious six months com-
bined. Right now, 65% of
the state is experiencing
drought conditions, main-
ly in South and West Tex-
as.

More rainfall in early
May should improve the
drought situation even
more, according to TWDB.

OAK TREES STILL
RECOVERING FROM
WINTER STORM

Winter Storm Uri didn’t
just wreak havoc on home-
owners and businesses
that suffered from broken
pipes and the extended
power outage. The Texas
A&M Forest Service notes
that oak trees across the
state are slow in leafing
out, prompting many prop-
erty owners to contact hor-

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION
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By Gary Borders

ticulturists, worried their
trees have died.

Maybe so, maybe not,
says veteran TFS forester
Courtney Blevins. He ad-
vises property owners to
wait before taking down an
oak tree that still might
come to life. “I think most
of the oaks are going to
come through okay,”
Blevins said. “If your tree
is leafing out really late,
it’s obviously stressed. But
most trees die from a com-
bination of stressors, not
just one thing.”

Blevins and longtime
horticulturist and syndi-
cated columnist Neil Sper-
ry both say there is no
hurry to take down an oak
tree, even it is actually
dead. The best time to
plant is in the fall or early
winter, and even dead
trees rarely pose an imme-
diate danger.

“If your tree is dead,
there’s no rush to take it
down,” Blevins said.
“That’s one big mistake
people are making. They’re
in a big hurry to take that
thing down, thinking it’s
dangerous to leave a dead
tree standing, and it’s not.”

OUTREACH PROGRAMS
AIMED TO BOOST VACCINE
RATE

As the rate of COVID-19
vaccinations continues to
slow, several outreach pro-
grams are attempting to
reach Texans where they
work and live.
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The Texas Division of
Emergency Management
and the Texas Military De-
partment have opened the
State Mobile Vaccination
Team Call Center. Texas
businesses or civic organi-
zations can call 844-90-
TEXAS to schedule a visit
from a state mobile vaccine
team.

To qualify, a business or
organization must have 10
or more employees, visitors
or members who wish to be
vaccinated.

“Vaccines are the most
effective tool in Texas’
fight against COVID-19,
and we are committed to
making COVID-19 vac-
cines even more widely
available to Texans across
the state,” Abbott said.
“The State Vaccine Call
Center will help connect
businesses and civic orga-
nizations with these life-
saving shots and ensure
that more Texans have an
opportunity to get vacci-
nated.

The Texas Department
of State Health Services is
inviting pediatric health
care providers to enroll in
the COVID-19 vaccine pro-
gram, in anticipation of the
expansion of the Pfizer
vaccine emergency use au-
thorization to include ado-
lescents 12 years and
older.

DSHS sent a letter to
more than 3,000 pediatric
providers who already give
vaccines to children.

With vaccine supply ex-
ceeding demand, DSHS
will now fill vaccine orders
as they come in and discon-
tinue allocating the vac-
cine weekly. The vaccine is
available more widely than
ever at hundreds of Texas
locations.

NEARLY TWO-THIRDS HAVE
RECEIVED AT LEAST ONE
DOSE

More than 19.3 million
Texans have received at
least one dose of the COV-
ID-19 vaccine — more than
two-thirds of the state’s
population — while 8.59
million are fully vaccinat-
ed, according to DSHS.

The number of new cas-
es continues to drop, with
17,999 reported in the last
week, along with 364
deaths, according to the
Coronavirus Resource
Center at Johns Hopkins
University. At its peak in
mid-January, nearly
159,000 new cases were
reported in a single week
along with 2,311 deaths.
Lab-confirmed COVID-19
patients who are hospital-
ized across the state re-
mained steady last week at
2,508, according to DSHS.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches
and Cedar Park. Email:
ghborders@texaspress.com .

THE

POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

The Treat
Lady

Tanner and Dakota are
waiting for me.

They're standing at the
corner of their chain-link
fence, watching the side-
walk. They know I'm com-
ing, even if they don’t know
exactly when, even if they
can’t see the sidewalk very
well and can’t hear at all.

Tanner and Dakota are
my two oldest dog custom-
ers, dogs I give treats to
nearly every day. My hus-
band, Peter, has decided
against paying the big bucks
for high-priced dog treats
full of questionable ingredi-
ents. He bought himself a
dog-bone-shaped cookie cut-
ter, did some research on the
internet, and now he bakes
healthy dog treats for me to
take on my daily hike. As
you might imagine, as the
Treat Lady, I have a lot of
loyal customers.

Some of the dogs have
even tracked me to my
home. Matilda, a pudgy cor-
gi, knows where I live and
pauses every time she walks
by with her owners, licking
her lips. One day, Snoopy,
the giant Bernese mountain
dog, who I meet on the trail,
was walking by the house.
Snoopy is now almost a year
and a half old and weighs
more than 170 pounds.

I told Peter, “That’s
Snoopy!” and (probably un-
advisedly) called out the
front door, “Hey, Snoopy!”
Snoopy stopped in his tracks
and stared.

Darron and Monica,
Snoopy’s owners, came and
chatted on the stoop and I
thought no more about it.
Snoopy, however, has a very
good memory.

A few days later, we saw
Darron and Monica and
Snoopy passing (probably
intentionally) on the other
side of the street. Not want-
ing to be pests, we didn’t
holler out the door. But we
were watching Snoopy star-
ing at our house and walk-
ing more slowly. Finally, he
came to a dead stop on the
sidewalk, still staring at our
front door. We could see Dar-
ron tugging on his leash,
and that’s when Snoopy de-
cided to lie down. Snoopy
went on strike.

There isn’t much you can
do when a 170-pound dog
has decided he is going to lie
down on the sidewalk. We
saw Darron and Monica’s
growing frustration and
that’s when Peter yelled
from the door, “Hey,
Snoopy!”

Snoopy leapt to his feet
and bolted straight to our
door, dragging Darron down
the steep hill in front of our
house. Snoopy landed in a
happy, panting pile on the
stoop.

“You see?” he seemed to
be saying to Monica and
Darron. “We had to visit!”
Snoopy is a very sweet dog.

All the dogs are sweet.
Fergus, a cattle dog of some
type, leaps into the air
whenever he sees me on the
trail and gives me a kiss on
the face. His owner no long-
er says, “Stop, Fergus!” be-
cause there is no stopping
Fergus from kissing me. Fer-
gus loves the Treat Lady.
And I really don’t mind at
all.

As we prepare to leave
this place, I think of all the
dogs I am going to miss and
I wonder if they will miss
me. But I know there are
dogs in every state, in every
country, and every dog
needs a treat. I don’t think
I’ll stop being the Treat
Lady, living somewhere else.

Tanner and Dakota are
still waiting at the fence. I
give them each a treat and
Tanner barks in excitement.
His bark is loud and strange
because he is deaf, but I can
tell he is happy—even if he
can’t see me, even ifhe’s not
entirely sure where this
treat is coming from.

“You’re such a good dog,”
I tell him, scratching his
gray muzzle. “You deserve a
treat.”

Till next time,

Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir
is called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.
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TAMU Group reveals its plan
“Green” Galena Park

for a

The Design studio used
a special software known
as “Social Pinpoint,” to
highlight and locate on a
map of the city where prob-
lems were severe or could
be mediated.

The Research Objec-
tives were to:

-- Characterize poten-
tial for hurricanes/floods to
increase hazardous expo-
sures in Galena Park due
to releases from industrial
facilities;

-- Identify important
non-chemical stressors in
Galena Park and their po-
tential to exacerbate
health problems;

-- Identify and evaluate
promising Green Infra-
structure to mitigate risks
from industrial facilities
releases.

The working hypothesis
of the Study Group was
that Green Planting, i.e.
shrubs, trees, grass, and
other natural materials
combined with swales and
improved drainge, could be
instrumental in alleviating
much of the environmental
threats.

Part of the study tech-
nique was community en-

gagement, with personal
interviews and social me-
dia used to find problems
and test solutions.

An analysis of the date
collected was categorized
for Built Environment:
transportation, infrastruc-
ture, ship docks and dredg-
ing, building footprint and
use, site orientation, and
Natural Environment: el-
evations, sequestering
space, and PH in the soils.

As a template for plan-
ning, the Study Group set
action points for Commu-
nity Engagement:

-- Develop a Communi-
ty Vision.

-- Set Goals

-- Set Objectives

-- Take Action.

Community Engage-
ment involves not only the
public, but also any gov-
ernment entities. The
Study Group reported that
they had limited “limited
response” from Galena
Park government officials,
although a tour with Jorge
Flores of the city was
planned soon.

Jaimie Masterson, Di-
rector of TAMU’s Texas

Target Communities, and
a member of this study
group, explained why a
Master Plan is important,
even to small communities
such as Galena Park.

She said a good plan de-
picts for the public an over-
arching vision, helps
gather public feedback,
and visualizes a possible
future.

The Master Plan is a
public document that jus-
tifies city decision making,
guides individual develop-
ment approvals by elected
officials and planning
boards, is a basis for capi-
tal improvement projects,
and opens new funding op-
portunities and grants.

The study group plans
to continue their project in
the fall, with a completion
date by the end of 2021 or
first quarter 2022. There
will be further presenta-
tions and public engage-
ment, they said. In the
meantime, they may be
contacted at:

Deidra Davis

drddd@tamu.edu

Jaimie Masterson

jaimiehm06@tamu.edu.

Texas A&M Team:

Project: Engaging the Galena Park Community to Build Resilience to Excess Industrial
Pollutant Releases after Hurricanes and Floods in Greater Houston

James Kaihatu, PhD:
Professar, Department
Ciil Engineering

L
Jaimie Hicks
Masterson:

Weihsueh Chiu,
PhD: Professar,
Department of
Vetarinary Integrative
Biosciences

Deidra Davis, PhD:
Director of Equity and
Inclusion, Hazard
Reduction & Recovary
Center

Garett Sansom, PhD:
Research Assistant
Professor, Departmant
of Environmental
Health

Galen Newman,
PhD: Associate
Professor, Dapartment
of Landscape
Architecture and Urban
Planning; Director,
Center for Housing and

Diractor, Taxas Target
Communities
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THE STUDY GROUP DEVELOPED A MATRIX OF “GREEN ARMOR.” THIS CONSISTED OF VARIOUS
TYPES OF NATURAL GREEN PLANT MATERIAL AND OTHER SWALES AND DETENTION FEATURES,
THAT WOULD BE USED IN THE MASTER PLAN TO REMEDIATE POLLUTANTS FROM INDUSTRIAL
RELEASES AND OTHER SOURCES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS.

The Greater Houston Area presents a
“perfect storm” of vulnerabilities

Climate change will further exacerbate these challenges...

Galena Park is a community at the nexus of these vulnerabilities

THE STUDY GROUP FOUND THAT GALENA PARK WAS A HIGHLY VULNERABLE COMMUNITY,
TO NATURAL DISASTERS SUCH AS HURRICANES AND FLOODS; TO HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
RELEASED FROM NEARBY INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES; AND TO CONDITIONS FOUND IN
“UNDERSERVED” COMMUNITIES WITH LOW INCOME LEVELS OR OTHER FACTORS.

0 57, Urban
Sy

With funding from: ;;& i
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LEADERS OF THE GALENA PARK STUDY INCLUDED THESE PROFESSORS FROM TEXAS A & M
UNIVERSITY, AND STUDENTS FROM A PLANNING CLASS.

o s
Analysis @neuirtnon steanrss

DATA WAS GATHERED IN THE FIELD, AND THEN CATEGORIZED FOR ANALYSIS INTO BUILT
ENVIRONMENT FACTORS, AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT. BY OVERLAYING THE DATA AND
THE SOLUTIONS, THE STUDY GROUP WAS ABLE TO DEVELOP THE MASTER PLAN.

GALENA PARK ISD TEACHERS
SELECTED AS BILINGUAL WINNERS

e

Associationf -
czf Bilingual}
<ducators

Association
of Bilingual

Educators
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- h -'I_\ -{"

Advocating for
Multilingual and
Multicultural
Education

Advocating for
Multilingual and
Multicultural
Education

Congratulations to Mrs. Fabiola Perez-Moran and Ms. Jasmine Aguilar for being
selected as the Houston Area Association for Bilingual Educators (HAABE) regional
winners.

Mrs. Perez- Moran was named the HAABE Elementary Bilingual Teacher of the
Year! She is a bilingual second grade teacher at Woodland Acres Elementary School
and has served in the district for 11 years.

Ms. Jasmine Aguilar was named the HAABE ESL Elementary Teacher of the Year!
Ms. Aguilar has been an educator in GPISD for six years and serves as a fourth
grade teacher at Jacinto City Elementary School.

Both teachers will now advance to the Texas Association for Bilingual Education
(TABE) Teacher of the Year competition.

Congratulations, Mrs. Perez-Moran and Ms. Aguilar!

Trial Delft3D — FLOW Urban Flooding Simulation —
Galena Park

Fload water
pathways o

- Simulated flood due to heavy
rainfall event through Galena Park

*  Model tracked water pathways
through several industrial facilities

Wil also describe path of any
waterborne pollutants

1T W 1420 T 0 W AT 3
st foegl -

Flaod water elevatians relative to sea level

A | TEXAS MM

THE STUDY GROUP INCLUDED ENGINEERING STUDENTS AND PROFESSIONALS THAT WERE
ABLE TO CONDUCT FLOOD SIMULATION STUDIES, TO DISCOVER THE EFFECTS OF THESE
FLOODS AND POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS TO ALLEVIATE THE FLOOD AND ITS RESULTANT
DEVASTATION.

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100

*Funerals *Cremations *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterFuneral-Houston.com

Church Page Sponsors

WESTON COTIEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

STERLING ~ WHITE

281-421-4060 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL 11011 CROSBY-LYNCHBURG RD.
SPECIALIZATION HIGHLANDS, TX 77562
(281) 426-355%
WWW. STERLINGWHITE.COM

Sidin g & “A Tradition of Excellence Since 1824
Roof Repairs
Mobile Home Skirting

Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

Call 713-266-3444 to join to
join sponsorship of this
page. Thank you.

@
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AN EMERGENCY IS ALWAYS

AN EMERGENCY —
WE CAN SEE YOU SAFELY

At Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital, we continue to expand our services
to meet the needs of our growing community. Our state-of-the-art emergency
department provides the full spectrum of emergency care 24/7/365 to all
patients. We offer:

= Board-certified emergency doctors = Follow-up appointments with

and nurses Houston Methodist specialists
@ = On-site laboratory scheduled before you leave
= Treatment for patients of all ages — * More than 40 private treatment rooms
children and adults = Easy access and free parking

= Full-service X-ray, CT and ultrasound

And, with enhanced safety measures in place, you can rest assured your safety is
our priority.

Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital

Emergency Department
4401 Garth Rd.
U\ . Baytown, TX 77521
2 g @B
3 @
' 2
PPLE W. BAKER RD. %
g
HOUSTON METHODIST 8 TAKE A
ATBAVTONN N 2 VIRTUAL TOUR
£ 146 & &
£ Ok w0
? -
$
- ¢

N | EFT T
225 M40 <

Need emergency care?
Visit houstonmethodist.org/locations/baytown/emergency-department
and let us know you're on your way or call 832.556.6911.

HOUSTON

Methalist

BAYTOWN HOSPITAL
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Call 713-266-3444

Your AD will reach up to 50,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 25,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

I I B B I T B B B
FOR RENT FOR RENT CEMETERY WELL SERVICES CAREGIVER CAREGIVER HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
PLOTS WANTED WANTED
RENTAL RENTAL PARTS
PROPERTY PROPERTY 9 PLOTS SERVICES LOOKING FOR MARINE & POWER PLANT TECH.
émsstg;y 1[2;;2' ig geBnidergorn’ ZY‘zfrlgh QXrnA!LﬁchcI;Eon _ RF. Hull Water Wel CAREGIVER Technicians with up to 10 years of experience.
bedroom, 2.5 bath  Located in Nelson Sterlling ~ White 251“'25’23;2”3'89 Looking for a family, couple or f::{,:iﬁg?sfﬁ'éﬂ?:dpgzc'fvﬂfbfgaig'f,?fausr?fmoﬁfe%ugcé
Townhome for rent.  Addition, Crosby. Cemetery Garden of " i individual interested in being a and desire to work.
Privacy fenced yard, ~ $1400/month. Call  Hope. $800 each live-in caregiver for a stroke Send resume complete with objectives, goals, and
ig]\/géfe?rpga?ifgﬁ aaer(: 281 -705-96110St Fz)lgisntr?eZngrboubles I patient. certifications to larryd1@qpsisbest.com
e ge{rbage 1Tripgle. ) i A/C & APPLIANCE Call Debbie at (281) 813-1428 We are ready for you! Are you ready?
service provided. Call 281-380-6735 REPAIR te2t —
$1300.00. Call 281- | o | |
[ SERVICES nSSSSSSN Al Major Brands. In- LEGAL NOTICE  LEGALNOTICE  LEGAL NOTICE
e MISC. FOR SALE  Home Service, 20 I
I J.D. FENCE e ¥{5 experience. SENIOR HOME SENIOR HOME
: i eparo
SERVICES o @) & el ELECTRIC  (000Chimesioos CARE CARE NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
PRINTING & omamental and ifon. , modelos. Call Mario, A PLACE FOR MOM. of property to satisfy landlord's lien. Sale to be
MAILING Frse esnlmate. Srgall: (C:gr:gifign. Foo?:sstf 713-291-8286. . The nation's largest senior held at STEVE’S STORAGE, LLC at 5625 Hwy
Full Service JJ%SSG :891 ?ZOZT?OBS? wheelie bar, joystick living referral service. Con- 90, Crosby, TX 77532 on May 23rd at 2:00 p.m.
Marketing Services. m  control. $600 OBO. tact our trusted, local ex- Items sold as-is to highest CASH bidder. Property
713-977-2555 Call 281-380-6735 perts today! Our service is is contents of tenant space of Cheryl Brown:
ifn ZIEEE;;; ?t;l;gatlon- CALL 1- Pinball machines, household items, etc.
- - 18-2T
I N NN
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED I N
— |
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

W.W. Rowland is Leasing on Owner Operators who are Safe
and want consistent work and home time. Great Pay, Free
Parking, Safety Bonuses, Plate Program, Sign on & Referral
Bonuses and Fuel Discounts. We are a local company and have
plenty of Intermodal, Van and Flatbed work available. Give us a
call at (833) 610-8696, (713) 351-7037 or apply online at
www.wwrowland.com. Or if you want please come by in person
at 10000 Wallisville Road-Houston, TX 77013. If you want to be
part of a family operation that has been successful in business
for over 50 years please come see us.
Se Habla Espafiol
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LEGAL NOTICE

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR/PUBLISHER
Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.
Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest
to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com

APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMIS-
SION FOR A WINE AND BEER RETAILERS
(BG) PERMIT BY WENDORF HOLDINGS LC
DBA NAPOLI'S ITALIAN GRILL, TO BE
LOCATED AT 300 S MAIN STREET, HIGH-
LANDS, HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS. OFFIC-
ERS OF SAID CORPORATION ARE MITCH-
ELL WENDORF, OFFICER AND STEPHEN
WENDORF, OFFICER.

16-12t

I
LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

ATTENTION PRIVATE NON-PROFIT SCHOOLS,
HOME SCHOOLERS, PARENTS, AND
COMMUNITY MEMBERS IN THE SHELDON
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Offer ends
June 30

Private, non-profit schools, who legally qualify as a
non-profit (currently hold a 501-C3 certificate),
home schoolers, parents, and community
members are invited to participate in a virtual
meeting with representatives from the Sheldon
Independent School District to learn more about e —
federally funded programs and services available - [ e

for the 2021-2022 school year. The meeting will A
be held virtually via Zoom, Tuesday, May 25,
2021, from 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. If you are interested in
participating or have questions, please contact
Sheldon ISD at (281) 727-2096. Details on how to
access the Zoom meeting are posted at https:/
www.sheldonisd.com/apps/events/2021/5/25/
9133861/?REC_ID=9133861&id=0

]Ei_ﬁ Access 80,000-+shows and movies On Demand

——

[CE] Watch your favorite live sports, news and entertainment
anywheret

B b

g 2o

==, ATGT

Don’t settle for cable. Call now! =,
- S—= Preferred
== Dealer

1-855-376-4332

WINDOWS & PATIO DOORS'

MINIMUM PIREHISE 0F 4

Atencion escuelas privadas, Escuelas sin fines de
lucro,

Educadores en el hogar, Padres y Miembros de la
comunidad en el

Distrito Escolar Independiente de Sheldon

Las escuelas privadas, escuelas sin fines de lucro,

CREATE THE BATHROOM OF YOUR DREAMS
UST ONE DAY

que califican legalmente como una organizacién o JFOR -

sin fines de lucro (actualmente tienen un

certificado 501-C3), los educadores en el hogar, | $SOQ)'ROFF |

los padres y los miembros de la comunidad estan

invitados a participar en una reunién virtual con I NO PAYMENTS & ! CALL BY JUNE 30
representantes del Distrito Escolar Independiente | NOINTEREST | 1o schedule your FREE In-hume comsultation
de Sheldon. Para obtener mas informacién sobre | FOR 18 MONTHS I L =) 855-485-“4]]

OFFER EXPIRES 6.30.2021

# Over 850 Authorized Dealers across
North America

4 Factory-Trained & Certified Installers

# Lifetime Warranty —

 Madeinthe USA. i

los programas y servicios financiados con fondos
federales disponibles para el afio escolar 2021-
2022. La reunion se llevara a cabo de manera
virtual a través de Zoom, el Martes 25 de Mayo de
2021, de 1:00 p.m. a 2:00 p.m. Si esta interesado
en participar o tiene preguntas, comuniquese con
Sheldon ISD al (281) 727-2096. Los detalles sobre
coémo acceder a la reunién de zoom se publican en
https://www.sheldonisd.com/apps/events/2021/5/
25/9133861/?REC_ID=9133861&id=0

Millzry & Saniar
Dascounts Availssie

833-401-2015

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money B us i ness D i rec t o ry SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

\ CENTRAL AUTO - /—-\ /\ FILL DIRT
2 INSPECTIONS# Graphics Unlimited, Inc. Zan AN SAND:
'CORPORATE GRAPHICS AT ITS BEST H I LL M
: : : FULL SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS Signs & Banners e e LIMESTONE
5 - 7'3_702_32m 119 Listi Ln, Highlands hillmaterials.com
: W 281-462-1200
LARAGE DOV JORNNY GAEKE ons www.graphicsunlimitedinc.net (2818435000
QUNERNSPECTOR HOHANDS T T2 213 Kernohan - Croshy, T 77532 residential - commercial - industrial
281-428-1187 — e e m—m————
1-800-345-8471 BASS MECHANICAL Gloiows Suigre Uil ] 1 s ninepd o |
S | & R . S . A/C and Plumbing Service ®  Cistom Desin & Beaded Jewely Repair ‘_&’ réi%s |[.;.mch age g: :ggg age ”3 ggg
ales & Repair Service| | RonBass Master Plumber ' Yotuna e[| e surs e et
Baytown, Texas Phone #713-647-2291 O{“'ET&D“SQW P i a7 8250 Adl ago=11+ |
et s gdulp351@yahoo.com
John Hendel"son anm’,/llt};,?_—::,"elﬁ Pzzlen:ss Designed With You In Mind I F I.A M I N G G R I I. L I
628 Cedar Bayou Rd TACL BO12735C Bodus 316 JesslsLond || &SUPREME BUFFET-phore713451-8880 |
V . RPM 41930 713-261-9457 LME.FREMAYMN).UNWISD"MNTDCITY,TX?TDH I

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details
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ASK THE EXPERT

CHARLOTTE'S
WEB

Community Resources

If you have spent any length of time on this
planet, you know you cannot make it on your
own. No matter how much you desire to be self-
sufficient, you cannot go through life without
others. We need people to help lay a foundation
for our lives. This is typically our parents. We
need people who teach us new subject matter and
to teach us how to learn. Most of us spend at
least 12 years in a formal learning environment.

In those 12 years, you learn from the educators
as well as your classmates. There are subjects
such as math, reading and science we learn as
well as history and much more.

We learn what the acceptable norms are for
situations we will face in the future.

As some age, someone taught you not to go into
public naked or not to say ugly things to others.
What we learn at an early age impacts us for
years.

As we move throughout middle school and high
school, we typically learn how to be a part of a
group. It can be through athletics, band, choir or
even what you learn at church. We learn to
respect others as well as listen to their opinions.
The basic foundation is laid and each new thing
we learn, adds to who we become.

Do you know who your elected leaders are? Do
you know how long they serve? Some of the
offices have term limits and some do not. Some
positions in our government are appointed. Some
are elected. Do you know the process to reach
either of these?

If your neighbors are keeping you awake after
11 p.m., are they breaking a law? If so, who do
you call? Ifyou live in the unincorporated area,
is there a limit on how many chickens or pigs you
can keep at your home?

If you have limbs or even furniture to dispose
of, who do you contact? Do the people working
the election locations get paid? If so, by who?
How do you apply to work those jobs? If you have
been incarcerated for a crime you committed, can
you now vote?

If you suspect that a neighbor is being neglect-
ed or abused, who do you contact? If your neigh-
bor’s yard wreaks of animal waste, is there
anything you can do?

There are many community resources which
you can learn about as you participate in different
activities in the community. Perhaps you want to
get more involved and learn about the resources?
How do you do this?

There is a FREE leadership development
program which will start shortly for those inter-
ested in getting involved and becoming a commu-
nity resource as well as a leader. For more
information, please contact Cassie Jones at
cajones@texaschildrens.org

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

. LD L LU B LI B
Adults: Weekdays Lunch (11am - 3:30) $11.99 ~ Dinner $13.99
i - Adults: Weekend & Holidays all day buffet $14.99

<« Kids Lunch age 3-6 §5.99 age 7-10 $6.99
l Kids Dinner age 3-6 $6.99 age 7-10 $899 I
Open~Sun-Thu 11am - 9:30pm Fri-Sat: 11am - 10pm I

| Kids age 2 $2.50 ~ Adult age =11 +

FLAMING GRILL !
&SUPREME BUFFET-phone713451-8380

11420E. FREEWAY SVC. RD. UNIT 150 ~ JACINTO CITY, TX 77029 '
I i TR e T et 6 el

1R

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS

www brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. ¢ Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

Free Estimates Financing Availab

SHELDON ISD NEWS

AP Chemistry STEM students
create hand sanitizer

AP Chemistry STEM students
presented a clinical trial to cre-
ate a bacteria-killing hand sani-
tizer in a Shark Tank environment
during class this week. Students
were challenged to use their
knowledge of polarity and inter-
molecular forces to design a
brand of hand sanitizer that is
cohesive, smells great and is
more than 80 percent effective
at killing bacteria. Students presented to their classmates and
teachers how they would demonstrate its effectiveness.

Young readers excel in
district contest

This year, 96 students represented their schools in the
annual AVID Reader contest. This competition is for kinder-
garten through second grade students and is intended to
promote and foster a love of literacy.

Students were given a list of 30 award-winning books
to read and analyze. Then, they were given a question and
had to identify the book, encouraging students to use prob-
lem-solving and connection skills.

In the kindergarten division, Cravens Early Childhood
Academy placed first, second and third, winning the title
of Kindergarten AVID Reader District Champion 2020-21. The
Elementary AVID Reader District Champion for 2020-21 is
Garrett Elementary placing second, third and fourth in the
elementary division.

AVID, Advancement Via Individual Determination, is a
college readiness system that is designed to increase school-
wide learning and performance. Developed in 1980, AVID
has a proven track record for challenging students in the
“academic middle” and providing them with support to
reach their college goals. AVID strategies are implemented
schoolwide at elementary and secondary campuses. At the
middle school and high school level, students can apply to
enroll in the AVID Elective which focuses on study skills,
organization, and critical thinking.

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim:O*“Does it
take a lot of
training to become
a jeweler?”

Over the past 40 years, I've been asked this
question countless times. Thank you for asking and
allowing me to respond in writing. Most people
equate being a “jeweler” with nearly any position in
a jewelry store or jewelry manufacturing business.
The Oxford Dictionary defines the word “jeweler” as
“a person or company that makes or sells jewels or
jewelry”. Technically, the term or title of jeweler
requires a little more definition. Someone who sells
jewelry is a Sales Associate for a jewelry company
and is not necessarily a jeweler. Personally, I find
that it takes either the completion of formal educa-
tion from an accredited institute, or many, many
years of experience, or both, to earn the title of
‘Jeweler’.

The GIA (Gemological Institute of America) is one
of the most respected teaching institutions in the
world in the arena of gems including diamonds,
rubies, sapphires, emeralds, semi-precious gems
and pearls. A formal education from the GIA will
give you the educational acumen (basis) to begin
what can be a very lucrative and rewarding career
as a jeweler. Some of the career options available,
once you have your schooling behind you, are;
Gemologist, Bench Jeweler, Jewelry Appraiser,
Jewelry Auction Specialist, Gem Buyer, Jewelry
Designer / Manufacturer, and more.

An inexperienced jewelry sales associate tends to
learn at the expense of a jewelry store owner and
staff who must teach that person the basics of
jewelry including how it’s designed and created, how
it’s displayed, the content of the gold, platinum or
silver metals in the jewelry, and some knowledge of
the gems or stones that are set in the jewelry. The
GIA offers a learning environment that employs
some of the best jewelry educators and lab equip-
ment in the world. The cost of a formal GIA jewelry
education is surprisingly low compared to a four
year Bachelor’s Degree at a university. For example,
check out the beginners course entitled “Applied
Jewelry Professional™”. Obtaining the Applied
Jewelry Professional™ credential is one of the
fastest and most effective ways to improve your
understanding of gems and jewelry, and covers
essential knowledge related to diamonds and
popular colored gems. You can earn your credential
via eLearning by taking three online courses.

Course Listing: Jewelry Essentials, Diamond
Essentials, and Colored Stones Essentials

The Graduate Gemologist credential is the most
prestigious credential in the industry. The GIA
Graduate Gemologist program gives you the com-
prehensive knowledge of diamonds and colored
stones you need to succeed anywhere in the jewelry
business. You’'ll gain both technical expertise and
practical skills to evaluate gemstones by the 4Cs
(color, clarity, cut, and carat weight), the Interna-
tional Diamond Grading System™, and the Colored
Stone Grading System.

For more information, please logon to
www.GIA.edu. If I can be of any assistance to you as
you begin your amazing path towards a knowledge-
able and rewarding career in the jewelry industry,
please let me know.

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer and
precious metals broker of NTR Metals. Pineforest Jewelry has
been a proud member of the IJO for many years. See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim” column and
for supporting the North Channel Star Newspaper!

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
Jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Luis F. Garcia, CPA
Attorney at Law
13364 Woodforest Blvd
Houston, TX 77015
713-999-8006

Eluis@luisgarcialaw.com
www.luisgarcialaw.com

*PERSONAL INJURY  *SLIP/TRIP AND FALL
*AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS *TRUCK ACCIDENTS

Se Habla Espanol

Mom would love
a couple of ounds
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&PineforestJewelrycom,

1141 Uvalde * Houston, Texas 77015
1134614321

A
—fAin ROOTER

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000

New Roofs ® Repairs * Painting * Hardi Plank Siding
* Mobile Home Skirting
P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530

Mrroofer@mail.com
= Major credit cards accepted =

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.
5,000 readers Weekly

Elliot's #2 Barber Shop

13030 Woodforest Blvd. Ste G
Houston, Texas 77015
Phone: 832-649-4480/Cell 713-397-6998

" Hours of Operation
Tuesday-Friday
9am-7pm

Saturday
8am-6pm

ELLIOTT SR., Owner

ACUUM
& FLOORCARE

RODRIGO “RODNEY" SANCHEZ
Repai ok 00 Curanteed
Bags & Bats foalvecuuminclding Kiry _
k Sales & Sence-Newd Used-Taig s *
== Dol Yol sl Pst o Sl
Equipment Rental




