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New HC Bus Service,
Page 6

Channelview ISD New Student
Registration Aug. 3-5, see Page 3

PURE CBD
Grand
Opening

NORTH CHANNEL
A R E A  F O U N D A T I O N
ROARING TWENTIES CA-
SINO NIGHT

Friday, August 13,
2021

7:00 - 11:00 pm, Ja-
cinto City Town Center

TOGETHER AGAIN,
OVERCOMING THE PAN-
DEMIC TO RING IN THE
TWENTIES!

Help support a local
area student’s education
by raising funds for the
Bill Palko Scholarship!

COME DRESSED IN
YOUR ROARING 20’S
BEST!

Our NCA Foundation
Casino Night Fundraiser
will be here in the blink
of an eye! Join us as we
ring in the twenties by
coming together and
funding the education of
a bright and promising
North Channel Area stu-
dent through our Casino
Night Fundraiser. We en-
courage you to consid-
er participating or do-
nating to our event.
Break the stigma around
Friday the Thirteenth,
and bring your luck in
support of our Chamber
Foundation!

FRI. AUGUST 13

Roaring
Twenties
Casino Night

Constable gives Greenwood
Leadership Award to Morrison

Dems defy Abbott,
continue stay in DC

Democratic State Rep. Senfronia Thompson

WASHINGTON, DC –
More than 50 Democratic
members of the state
House fled Austin for
Washington, D.C., last
Monday, paralyzing the
House just as the GOP was
advancing sweeping
changes in elections dur-
ing a special session. Un-
der the Texas Constitution,
the Legislature requires a
quorum of two-thirds of
lawmakers to be present to
conduct state business in
either chamber.

The Texas Democrats
plan to spend the week
meeting with national vot-
ing rights advocates and
labor leaders, election offi-
cials and other Democrats
as they seek to keep the
pressure on Congress to
pass federal voting legisla-
tion.

After news broke over

Bad smell in Galena Park traced to LyondellBasell

LYONDELLBASELL identified their plant in Pasadena as the source
of the bad smell that has permeated Galena Park for several
days.

GALENA PARK — Res-
idents of the city have ex-
perienced an unpleasant
odor in the air since last
Friday. Harris County Pol-
lution Control Services
confirmed to this newspa-
per that they’ve received
numerous complaints and
they’re looking into it. One
person in the area de-
scribed the smell as a com-
bination of garlic and bug
spray.

Just after 9:30 a.m. Fri-
day, a message posted to
C A E R  ( C o m m u n i t y

Awareness Emergency Re-
sponse) announced the
source of the smell as the
LyondellBasell Houston
Refinery at 12000 Lawn-
dale. Plant officials said
they’re working to address
the odor, and sought to
clear the air on any poten-
tial health impact.

“While unpleasant, the
odor does not pose any
harm to our workers or
community, and there is no
need for nearby communi-
ty members to be con-
cerned or take any action,”

the statement read. “We
regret any concern this
odor may have caused.”

Galena Park’s mayor
posted the update to Face-
book as well.

On Friday afternoon,
the LyondellBasell Hous-
ton Refinery issued the fol-
lowing statement:

“At approximately 5
p.m. on Wednesday, July
14, 2021, our Houston Re-
finery located at 12000

Continued. See Galena
Park Smell, page 8

County Attorney informs CHIC environmentalists

Jennie Ramsey, C.H.I.C. organizer Theresa Blackwood, C.H.I.C. organizer

 Carolyn Stone, C.H.I.C. organizerBethany Dwyer, Assistant Harris County
Attorney of the Environmental Division.

By Allan Jamail

Channelview, TX. –
June 24, 2021 at the
Channelview Fire De-
partment on Dell Dale
Harris County residents
gathered to learn how
they can get pollution
concerns addressed. Or-
ganizers of the newly
formed Channelview
Health & Improvement
Coalition (C.H.I.C.) had
Bethany Dwyer, Asst. At-
torney Environmental
Harris County Attorney’s
Office (CAO) as their
guest speaker.

D w y e r  e x p l a i n e d
what’s needed to success-
fully present a case in
court against environ-
mental violators. She pre-
sented an exceptionally
informative slide show
which thoroughly educat-
ed the attendees on the
step by step process of
how to file a complaint.
She explained the need
for complainants to gath-
er and document valuable
evidence on the violators
that’ll give the CAO proof
enough to be successful in
court proceedings. Viola-
tions can be reported by
calling: CAO: 713-755-
5101.

For an emergency with
a chemical spill, odor or
fire call the Channelview
Fire Department, 911.

C.H.I.C. has organized
in a continuing effort by
residents to share infor-
mation, to educate others
and to work with govern-

ing and other agencies to
address issues impacting
Channelview, to bring
awareness and to docu-
ment, prevent and im-
prove the issues and
conditions affecting resi-
dents.

Upcoming C.H.I.C.
meeting dates, July 22nd,
August 26th, September
23rd, October 28th,

November 18th, De-
cember 16th. For infor-
mation or to join email:

c.h.i.c.77530@gmail.com
Attendees came from

all over east Harris Coun-
ty and the North Channel
area including Crosby,
Baytown, Channelview,
Jacinto City and Hous-
ton. Linda Jamail, Com-
munity Liaison of State
Rep. Ana Hernandez’s of-
fice, Cindy Miller, Com-
munity Liaison Pct. 2
Comm. Adrian Garcia’s
office, Rep’s of East Har-
ris County Empower-

ment Council, Channel-
view Fire Dept., Rep’s of
Harris County Pollution
Control Dept.

Recent CAO news, on
July 12, 2021 at a public
comment session hosted
by the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency
(EPA) Harris County At-
torney Christian D. Me-
n e f e e  p r o p o s e d
reinstatement of  chemi-
cal disaster rules rolled
back by the Trump ad-

ministration, and en-
hancing rules to address
Harris County’s unique
vulnerability to chemical
disasters.

Menefee said Harris
County has the largest
petrochemical complex in
the U.S. and a history of
severe weather events,
“we’re vulnerable to large
scale chemical disasters
that impact residents”.
He also proposed addi-
tional enhancements to
the rules, including ex-
panding the list of chem-
icals covered by the rules,
requiring facilities to
have safety plans in place
to endure severe weath-
er, and improving coordi-
n a t i o n  w i t h  f i r s t
responders.

President Obama’s ad-
ministration’s EPA had
imposed several rules in
response to the fertilizer
plant explosion in West,
Texas.  In 2019, the Trump
administration rolled back
many of these common-
sense requirements, in-
cluding requiring chemical
companies to determine
the root cause of spills and
explosions, and training
requirements for chemical
plant supervisors. In re-
sponse, Harris County, 14
states, and two cities sued
the Trump administration
to invalidate the rollbacks.
Harris County was the
only governmental entity
in Texas involved in the
lawsuit. The entire Coun-
ty Attorney’s press release
can be found at: https://
cao.harriscountytx.gov/

Photos by Allan Jamail

Grand Opening at
12,750 Woodforest
Blvd. Houston
77015. Saturday,
11am to 8:30pm.
Complimentary
healthy snacks and
drinks. See AD in
this paper for 15%
discount on your
CBD order. More
information at
www.purecbdhouston.com,
instagram.com/
purecbd-houston,
and facebook.com/
purecbdhouston.

Continued. See Page 4

the weekend that three members of the caucus had test-
ed positive for
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

SHELDON ISD NEWS

King High School ACE Academy and FFA students were
selected to participate in a collegiate agriculture camp to
train and learn more about rural economics and agricultural
engineering.

SUMMER HOURS IN
SHELDON ISD

Sheldon ISD will oper-
ate on summer hours
through July 30. Buildings
and offices will be closed on
Fridays. Sheldon adminis-
tration will be open Mon-
day through Thursday
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Nor-
mal operating hours will
resume beginning the
week of August 2.

EARLY REGISTRATION FOR
2021-22 IS ISD

If you’re a new student
in Sheldon ISD, go to
www.sheldonisd.com/reg-
ister/ to begin the registra-
tion process by completing
the online pre-enrollment
forms and uploading the
required documents. Cam-
pus staff will call to set up
appointments to let fami-
lies know once the applica-
tion is complete. The first
day of school is Wednes-
day, August 11.

C u r r e n t  s t u d e n t s
should verify their residen-
cy information is up to date
by logging in to Skyward
Family Access located on
the district’s website.

REGISTER FOR PRE-
KINDERGARTEN IN
SHELDON ISD

Pre-kindergarten regis-
tration is open for new stu-
dents to Sheldon ISD
entering pre-kindergarten.
To learn more and to reg-
i s t e r ,  g o  t o
www.sheldonisd.com/reg-
ister/.

SHELDON OFFERS BLUE
CARD PROGRAM FOR
SENIOR CITIZEN
RESIDENTS

The Blue Card Program
is an initiative to honor all
of our supporters in the
district who are age 65 or
older. One of Sheldon ISD’s
goals is to create and fos-
ter an environment where
all stakeholders are en-
gaged and actively in-
volved in the work we do

KHS students selected
to attend Texas
agricultural camp

Nine C.E. King High School Agricultural Careers in
Education (ACE) Academy and FFA students were cho-
sen from Texas universities to attend the Agriculture in
the Piney Woods Camp. This is a three-year grant pro-
gram in partnership with Sam Houston State Universi-
ty and Stephen F. Austin State University. King High
School students attended the camp June 14-18 at both
SHSU and SFASU campuses. Participating students
were seniors Jeronimo Villanueva, Samantha Doerr and
Josselin Climax as well as juniors Ajiah Arceneaux,
Abraham Munoz, Sierra Payne, Gabriela Gonzalez, Al-
exa Mireles and Bria Foggie.

Throughout the five-day camp, students experienced
agriculture opportunities to include poultry science, hor-
ticulture, wildlife conservation, forestry, rural econom-
ics, agriculture engineering, Equine science, and college
finance.

for children. The success of our students is a shared re-
sponsibility of community members, parents, and edu-
cators, and we believe a community’s collective power is
greater than individual efforts. To sign up to be a Blue
Card member, go to www.sheldonisd.com/bluecard/

Members receive free entry to district-sponsored fine
arts and sporting events as well as a free luncheon each
year with an opportunity to learn more about the dis-
trict and engage with district leaders.

Dr. Donald Stewart has
been named the Assistant
Superintendent of Teach-
ing and Learning in Shel-
don ISD. Dr. Stewart has
more than 20 years in ed-
ucation with experience as
a deputy superintendent,
high school and middle
school principal, history
educator, athletic coach,
and after-school director.

“I am looking forward to
the addition of Dr. Stew-
art to our academic team,”
said Superintendent of
Schools Dr. King Davis.
“He is a strong, visionary
leader with experience in
instructional coaching and
development.”

Dr. Stewart comes to
Sheldon ISD from East
Texas Advanced Acade-
mies where he served as
the Deputy of Business

Dr. Donald Stewart named Assistant
Superintendent of Teaching and Learning

Operations. Prior to that
he was an assistant super-
intendent for curriculum
and instruction at Natalia
ISD and a high school and
middle school principal in
Judson ISD, where he was
awarded ‘Principal of the
Year.’

He has a doctorate of

education from Liberty
University, a master’s in
education administration
from Lamar University
and a bachelor of science
from the University of Tex-
as-San Antonio. He began
his role in Sheldon ISD in
early July and will focus on
enhancing curriculum
while providing a focus on
closing learning gaps cre-
ated by the pandemic.

“I am excited to join the
Sheldon ISD community
and team,” said Assistant
Superintendent of Teach-
ing and Learning Dr.
Donald Stewart.  “Sheldon
ISD has a strong reputa-
tion of being innovative,
and I look forward to work-
ing with all the staff and
students of the district.”

DR. DONALD STEWART

Mrs. Becky Zalesnik,
executive director of inno-
vative programs, was se-
lected by Shell Oil as a
2021 educator hero along
with three other teachers
and administrators from
the Houston-area for sup-
porting educators and
making a difference dur-
ing the pandemic school
year. All selected educa-
tors were special guests at
the Mayor’s Freedom Over
Texas live event downtown
and treated to a VIP din-
ner and reception at the
Hobby Center, along with
being special guests at the
concert and fireworks
show sponsored by Shell
Oil. Zalesnik was also se-
lected to participate in
making a commercial for
the event.

Sheldon Executive Director of
Innovative Programs selected
for educator hero award
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Absent lawmakers stymie
Special Session
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Nearly 60 Texas House
Democrats left the state
last Monday for Washing-
ton, D.C. in an effort to stop
passage of a Republican-
led elections bill. This in
effect blocks all legislation
since the House doesn’t
have a quorum present. As
the Austin American
Statesman and other me-
dia outlets reported, Gov.
Greg Abbott has threat-
ened to arrest the absent
lawmakers upon their re-
turn. While in Washington,
the legislators have met
with Vice President Kama-
la Harris and several Dem-
ocratic senators to push
passage of a federal elec-
tions bill that is currently
stalemated.

The House Democrats
have vowed to stay in
Washington until the spe-
cial session ends on Aug. 7.
They are using private
funds as well as campaign
accounts to finance their
decampment to the na-
tion’s capital and are
mounting fundraising
campaigns. San Antonio
lawmaker Trey Martinez
Fischer, one of the leaders
of breaking the quorum,
said Democrats are spend-
ing $10,000 a day for hotel
rooms and meals.

Abbott has blasted the
Democrats’ absences as a
“taxpayer-funded junket.”

ABBOTT ORDERS
INVESTIGATION OF
JUVENILE JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT

Abbott last week direct-
ed the Texas Rangers to
investigate “multiple alle-
gations” of potentially ille-
gal behavior among
certain staff members of
the Texas Juvenile Justice
Department. The depart-
ment operates five secure
facilities and six halfway
houses across the state for
youthful offenders. The
move comes after numer-
ous complaints that chil-
dren in state lockups are
subject to widespread sex-
ual assault and other vio-
lations.

In late 2020, Texas Ap-
pleseed and Disability
Rights Texas filed a com-
plaint with the Civil
Rights Division of the U.S.

Department of Justice,
claiming “grievous viola-
tions of children’s constitu-
tional rights.” TJJD has
been under criticism for
more than a decade for
what critics term chronic
understaffing, abuse and
scandal, according to pre-
vious published reports.

INVASIVE SILVER CARP
FOUND IN TEXAS WATERS

Invasive silver carp has
been found in Texas wa-
ters, according to the Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife
Department. The invasive
species was found in last
month in Choctaw Creek,
a tributary of the Red Riv-
er, about 15 miles down-
stream from Lake Texoma.

“These are the first re-
ports of silver carp from
Texas waters, although
they have previously been
found in other areas of the
Red River including just
downstream from Lake
Texoma in Oklahoma wa-
ters in 2019,” said Dan
Bennett, TPWD fisheries
management biologist. “In-
vasive carp pose a signifi-
cant risk to Lake Texoma’s
ecosystem and boaters and
there is adequate flow and
upstream river area for
them to become estab-
lished and reproduce in the
lake if introduced.”

The carp are not native
to the United States but
have become prolific pri-
marily in the Mississippi
River Basin. They compete
with other species, such as
shad and buffalo, and can
even pose a risk to hu-
mans. They can jump up to
10 feet out of water when

startled by boat engines,
sometimes injuring boat-
ers. Some can reach more
than 4 feet in length and
weigh nearly 90 pounds.

Anyone who catches ei-
ther silver or bighead carp
in Texas waters is asked to
report the sighting with
location information and
photos to
AquaticInvasives@tpwd.
texas.gov. Silver and big-
head carp are prohibited
exotic species in Texas and
must be killed upon pos-
session by beheading, gut-
ting, gill-cutting or other
means or placed on ice.
Neither species can be pos-
sessed live.

FEDERAL FUNDING FOR
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
SERVICES

The Texas Health and
Human Services Commis-
sion is receiving more than
$210 million in federal
emergency funding for
mental health and sub-
stance abuse prevention
services in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“The pandemic has cre-
ated much higher demand
for mental health and sub-
stance use disorder servic-
es across Texas,” said Sonja
Gaines, HHS deputy exec-
utive commissioner for In-
tellectual and
Developmental Disability
and Behavioral Health
Services. “The federal
emergency funding will al-
low us to address challeng-
es associated with the
impact of COVID-19 and
help get Texans who need
behavioral support on the
road to recovery.”

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
reported that drug over-
dose deaths set a record in
2020, driven primarily by
opioids. HHSC is using the
emergency funding to cre-
ate and implement a num-
ber of initiatives, including
expanded access to treat-
ment and recovery pro-
grams and diversion
services that keep folks
with mental health or sub-
stance abuse issues out of
jails and emergency rooms.

NEW COVID-19 CASES
RISING SHARPLY

Largely because of the
delta variant of COVID-19
and a large percentage of
unvaccinated Texans, the
number of new COVID-19
cases in Texas rose sharp-
ly in the past week, with
22,773 new cases reported
by the Coronavirus Re-
source Center at Johns
Hopkins University. That’s
close to double the number
of cases the week before,
and deaths reported also
increased to 192. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control
reports that 99% of deaths
attributed to the virus are
people who have not been
vaccinated.

Hospitalizations of lab-
confirmed COVID-19 pa-
tients also rose sharply, to
2,834 currently in Texas
hospitals as of Sunday.
That’s up nearly 50% from
the previous week. The
number of Texans who are
fully vaccinated rose
slightly to 12.353 million
— 42.3% of all the total
state population.

Dems defy Abbott,
Continued from page 1

Covid-19, the events
were moved largely online.
Sunday night, the caucus
said two more members
had tested positive.

EXPENSIVE PRO-
TEST

The price of keeping the
Democrats out of Texas
through Aug. 7, when the
session expires, is expect-
ed to be around $1.5 mil-
lion, state Rep. Armando
Walle said in an interview.

Walle said the pair of
private charter jets the
majority of legislators took
to Washington cost more
than $100,000, while hous-
ing, food and other trans-
portation costs will make
up the bulk of other ex-
penses.

Who is paying for the
exodus has been an open
question, as the legislators

fled in a hurry without a
fundraising plan.

The charter jets were
paid for by wire transfer
from the state House Dem-
ocratic Caucus just hours
before takeoff Monday af-
ternoon, after NBC News
reported that the legisla-
tors were planning to leave
town, a caucus staffer with
knowledge of the matter
said.

Members and staffers
have picked up costs on
their personal credit cards,
too, legislators said.

A large block of hotel
rooms at a mid-range D.C.
hotel was booked with a
House member’s personal
American Express card,
said a legislator, who add-
ed that members expect to
be reimbursed eventually.

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

Years ago, I had trouble
with my septic system. If
you’ve ever had that kind of
trouble, you know what kind
of trouble it can be.

I was living in my old farm-
house out in the middle of the
woods and had no idea where
the sewage went until it sud-
denly went nowhere. That’s
when I called the septic guy.

The house (and presum-
ably the septic tank) was 100
years old, and I had never had
occasion to get overly curious
about where the septic tank
was or exactly how it
worked—until it didn’t.

The septic guy located the
tank and then made what I
thought was a shocking com-
ment. “There’s another one
here somewhere,” he an-
nounced, and headed off into
the woods, looking for anoth-
er septic tank cover.

“There are two septic
tanks?” I asked, confused.

“At least!” he said.
“Isn’t that unusual?”
“Not at all! I’ve seen up to

five!”
“Five septic tanks?”
“Yup” The septic guy was

now searching through the
underbrush like a hunter
stalking his quarry. He smiled
broadly. “The septic business
is always an adventure!” he
said.

I had honestly never
thought of it that way.

Yesterday we had a some-
what similar situation under
our feet. Fortunately, this one
did not involve sewage, but
only the floor—which has
been getting worse by the day.

The humidity has gotten
the better of the inexpensive
engineered wood flooring in-
stalled by the fellow who
flipped the condo before sell-
ing it to us. The damage start-
ed out as a buckle in the
hallway, spread to some rip-
ples in the kitchen, and is now
making its way across the liv-
ing room like furrows in a
freshly plowed field. My hus-
band, Peter, has had it.

“I don’t even like the col-
or!” he said, looking out over
the rippling black landscape.
“I think we should rip it all
out!”

And so yesterday a nice
flooring man named Hayden
came to visit. Hayden tut-tut-
ted in what I thought was an
appropriate way when he saw
the ridges running the length
of our floor.

“What’s underneath it?”
Hayden wanted to know. Like
my old septic system, it had
never occurred to me to inves-
tigate.

“Rip it up!” Peter told him.
“We’re getting rid of it any-
way.” Hayden grabbed a
chunk of the engineered wood
and pulled.

“Parquet,” Hayden said.
“Excuse me?” I didn’t know

what Hayden said, but it cer-
tainly couldn’t have been
“parquet.”

“There’s parquet flooring
underneath,” Hayden said,
pulling off another board so
we could see. “And it looks like
it’s in pretty good shape, ex-
cept for the paint they
dripped on it.”

Peter and I stared at the
beautiful oak parquet hidden
beneath the dreadful rippling
flooring. So now Hayden will
be refinishing the parquet
floors we never knew we had.

That evening, I talked to
Vern, the guy at the front
desk. He remembers Eliza-
beth, who owned our condo
from the year it was built un-
til she died last year. She was
a character, and a bit of a
hoarder, but apparently a
wonderful person. “I’m bet-
ting she threw down carpet on
that parquet and forgot all
about it!” Vern said.

Today I’m grateful that
Elizabeth never got around to
remodeling, grateful the flip-
per was too lazy to remove the
old flooring before he put in
the new, grateful that Peter
got sick enough of the grow-
ing bumps to do something
about them. I keep going back
to the hole Hayden ripped in
the floor and looking at that
lovely parquet hidden just
beneath the surface all this
time.

There are adventures ev-
erywhere, and not just in the
septic business.

Till next time, Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir is

called “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

Adventures
Everywhere

OPINION
By U.S. Representative
SHEILA JACKSON LEE

✯

 Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee Statement on
Need for Congress to Support Fight Against Voter
Suppression of House Democrats of Texas General
Assembly By Eliminating the Senate Filibuster and
Passing H.R. 1 and H.R. 4, the John Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act

Washington, DC – Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee, a senior member of the House
Committee on the Judiciary. Homeland Securi-
ty, and the Budget, and Chair of the House
Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism,
and Homeland Security, released the following
statement today regarding and in support of
the House Democrats of the Texas General
Assembly who are fighting the insidious voter
suppression bill, and have now arrived in
Washington, DC to press their case for immedi-
ate federal action to protect the right to vote,
including eliminating the filibuster to block
consideration of remedial legislation:

“Voter suppression is at a crisis level in
America. Laws suppressing the right to vote
are being passed in Red States and others
across the nation.

“I applaud the House Democrats of the Texas
General Assembly for being on the front lines,
fighting in opposition to Texas SB7 on the
House floor. They have arrived in Washington,
DC and I join with them in calling upon the
U.S. Senate to eliminate the filibuster and to
bring to the floor for debate and vote — so
Congress can pass — H.R. 1 and H.R. 4, the
John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act.

“Voting is our most precious right, guaran-
teed by the 15th Amendment to the Constitu-
tion. We must all do our part to preserve this
most important heritage because it was earned
with the sacrifices and the lives of our ances-
tors.”

###

Congresswoman Jackson Lee is a Democrat
from Texas’s 18th Congressional District. She is
a senior member of the House Committees on
Judiciary and Homeland Security and a mem-
ber of the Budget Committee.

Congress must support
fight against voter
suppression
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ASK THE EXPERT

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim: “What
can you tell us
about Coral?”

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker of NTR Metals.  Pineforest
Jewelry has been a proud member of the IJO for many
years.  See more at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

5 THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT … CORAL

Coral is one of the oldest materials used by humans
to adorn their bodies, offering vibrant pops of color in
jewels dating all the way back to antiquity. But, as is
the case with most materials used for adornment, there’s
a lot to learn about coral—the proper nomenclature, clas-
sification, how it’s protected, and more. In an effort to
offer clarity on the subject and an appreciation for the
beauty and complexity of coral, here are five things to
know about it.

1. IT’S IMPORTANT TO DISTINGUISH AMONG THE TYPES
OF CORAL.

Nomenclature is an im-
portant conversation in
many facets of the industry
and coral is no exception, so
I want to start here. Corals
are, as we know, tiny marine
polyps—spineless organisms
with a soft body and exter-
nal skeleton made of calcium
carbonate. The animals be-
long to the Cnidaria phylum,
which includes more than 9,000 species.

Coral is a huge, diverse group, and comparing them
would be like comparing all mammals. Fewer than a
dozen coral types are considered precious. There are a
few coral types occasionally used for decoration. Referred
to as common corals, they are mostly reef corals, which
is what might first come to mind when talking about
coral—the colorful coral reefs in shallow waters that can
be admired while snorkeling. Reef corals are affected by
climate change and ocean acidification, and grow in
warm, clear, shallow water.

Precious corals, meanwhile, are solitary or colonial
in habit. They grow at greater depths, making them less
vulnerable to changes in water temperature. Precious
coral is generally located and harvested 50 meters or
more below the surface (one exception is the harvesting
of Mediterranean coral) and belongs to a different eco-
system than reef-building coral. Precious coral is fished
in such a way—when done legally and responsibly—that
it doesn’t destroy the environment.

2. HERE’S WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT HOW
CORAL IS REGULATED.

Endangered and threatened species are protected by
an international treaty called CITES. It aims to ensure
international trade doesn’t threaten a wild animal or
plant’s survival.

Precious corals includes the deep-red Corallium
japonicum, (also known as “oxblood” coral). There’s also
the traditional species from the Mediterranean and the
adjacent Atlantic Ocean, Corallium rubrum, referred to
as Sardinian coral or Mediterranean coral and most de-
sired in its strong red form. Fishing for these corals now
is heavily regulated by the U.N.’s General Fisheries Com-
mission for the Mediterranean.

3. PRECIOUS CORAL OFFERS A HANDFUL OF COLORS.
The corals considered precious by the trade are rare,

beautiful, have a uniform color, and a porcelain-like lus-
ter after polishing. They also have a historical signifi-
cance. For example, Mediterranean coral has been used
for thousands of years and is featured in old scriptures.
Coral also has a rich lore—Ancient Romans believed it
calmed the ocean waves, while in the Victorian era, cor-
al beads were worn to ward off evil spirits.

When it comes to precious corals, the strong red that
can be seen in fine Mediterranean coral, for example, is
just one of a handful of colors available from precious
coral. There’s also pink/salmon, white, cream, and vari-
ous shades of orange.

4. HERE’S WHAT THE MARKET TYPICALLY LOOKS FOR.
Among the most valued types of coral in the trade is

Angel Skin, the light pink variety which gets its color
from an albino-like disorder. Peggy Grosz, senior vice
president of Assael, which sources coral responsibly for
its jewels, said: “Matching is critical in a strand or a
necklace, not only in color but also in quality. And when
you consider the rarity of Angel Skin coral, it is truly a
treasure to have an entire strand.”

5. HERE ARE RESOURCES TO MAKE SURE YOU HAVE THE
RIGHT INFORMATION AND RULES.

It’s important for the trade to understand coral so they
can help communicate clearly their decision to use, or
not use, the material. In the U.S., coral is subject to reg-
ulations; these requirements include declaration and li-
censing permits from the United States Fish & Wildlife
Service (USFWS) for importation/exportation and addi-
tional declarations required by U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection (CBP) upon import.

Ultimately, sustainability and responsible sourcing
should be at the forefront of anyone’s mind who’s work-
ing in precious materials of any kind. After all, even
though precious coral might not be as at risk as reef
coral, it’s still a living organism that’s sensitive to in-
creased acidity in water, rising sea levels from global
warming, pollutants, and physical dangers like fishing
nets, divers and overfishing. We all need to be responsi-
ble for the future of all plants, animals, and organisms.

(Credit to National Jeweler for some of the content in
this article)

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

✃

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

One of my favorite recording artists from my
childhood was Aretha Franklin.  She could sing in
a way that caught your attention.  Not just with
her voice but her style.  I often think about her
singing RESPECT.  The passion she had while
singing that song made a lasting impact on me.

Now there are times that I am passing by a local
school on my way to work or just in the area and I
see electronic marquees displaying a message of
what character trait is being taught that month at
the school.  Those words like kindness, compassion,
loyalty and patriotism all strike up feelings in my
mind, but when I see the work RESPECT, it also
strikes up a mood.  Instantly, I find myself wanting
to sing along with Aretha.

Somehow, in the last decade or so, too many
people have lost empathy and lost respect for
others.

Never in a million years would my parents’
generation ever thought about not standing for a
time of prayer or for the Pledge of Allegiance.  I am
not sure if it is because my father worked almost
50 years in retail, but when I see someone at a
grocery store and they just push the basket out of
the way and not properly push it to the basket
stall, it irritates me.  I have noticed that when my
34 year old son is introduced to someone, no matter
the age, he always extends a hand to shake their
hand.  I have seen him give up hours to help an
older adult who needs their yard mowed or an
appliance looked at.  He may not know how to
repair something at first, but if he can get on the
internet and find a way to help them, he will.

Both my son and daughter-in-law have instilled
values in my granddaughters that I am proud of.
When taking my oldest granddaughter and a friend
to the movies, I love seeing them hold the door
open for others.  I notice the amount of respect that
they show to their friends’ parents and to the
teachers in the schools.  My youngest granddaugh-
ter has a lively spirit, yet her respect for others
always outshine that.  One thing I have seen in
this younger generation is that even when they do
not know someone but they feel someone is sham-
ing the person or mistreating them, they speak up
and not just to me or their parents.  Both girls are
quick to speak up to let people know that all people
are equal even if they have different beliefs.

Recently there were some pictures on social
media that were clearly not flattering to the people
photographed.  My 13 year old granddaughter
wanted to know instantly who took the pictures
and even worse, who posted them.  She was ready
to call the person and tell them that their actions
were uncalled for.  The level of respect that she has
is to be commended and hopefully duplicated. If
you do not respect others, it is truly because you do
not respect yourself.

Respect
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Happy 98th Birthday!

Affectionately known as “Tita” celebrated
her 98th Birthday with Family and Friends

Long time resident of Jacinto City
Concepcion Latrache
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
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Your AD will reach up to 50,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 25,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

PRINTING &
MAILING
Full Service
Marketing Services.
713-977-2555

               tfn

SERVICES DRIVERS DRIVERS DRIVERS HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

HANDYMAN
NEEDED

General Maintenance at
Jacinto City Business

Park
Paid Weekly

832-287-8819

28-2t

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Let-
ters of Testamentary for Docket No.
494832; Estate of MAUDIE M. STARLING
Deceased; In Probate Court No. 1 of Har-
ris County, Texas, were issued on JUNE
24, 2021.

WESTON G. COTTEN and WELDON K.
COTTEN

The residence address of the administra-
tor is in Harris County, Texas. The mailing
address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this Es-
tate which is currently being administered
are required to present them within the
time and in the manner prescribed by law.
Dated this JULY 14, 2021.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Let-
ters of Testamentary for Docket No.
494661; Estate of RODGER JOHN
MCLEAN  Deceased; In Probate Court No.
4 of Harris County, Texas, were issued on
JUNE 30, 2021.

KAREN MARGARET MCLEAN

The residence address of the administra-
tor is in Harris County, Texas. The mailing
address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this Es-
tate which is currently being administered
are required to present them within the
time and in the manner prescribed by law.
Dated this JULY 15, 2021.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Let-
ters of Testamentary for Docket No.
494211; Estate of ARDIS BUNDAGE  De-
ceased; In Probate Court No. 3 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on JUNE 28,
2021.

ROSEMERRY HUDSON

The residence address of the administra-
tor is in Harris County, Texas. The mailing
address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this Es-
tate which is currently being administered
are required to present them within the
time and in the manner prescribed by law.
Dated this JULY 15, 2021.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

29-2t

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

29-2t

LEGAL NOTICES APPEAR IN THE
HIGHLANDS STAR CROSBY COURIER,

AND THE NORTH CHANNEL STAR.
CALL

713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

29-2t

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com

A PLACE FOR MOM.
The nation’s largest senior liv-
ing referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-855-972-7919

SENIOR HOME
CARE

SENIOR HOME
CARE
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Lanes will be placed in
a contraflow configuration
to keep both directions of
travel open

July 7, 2021

HOUSTON – The Tex-
as Department of Trans-
p o r t a t i o n  w i l l  b e g i n
making repairs to a por-
tion of the Fred Hartman
bridge this weekend.  Dur-
ing a routine inspection
last year, crews found
some fractures along the
joint and immediately re-
paired the joint with steel
plates and later asphalt.

The $2.5 million emer-
gency contract was ap-
proved to replace the
modular joint. It took
about six months to design
and fabricate.

In order to replace the

joint on the southbound
portion of the bridge, crews
will close all southbound
mainlanes on the Fred
Hartman bridge and then

-- Beginning Friday,
July 9 at 9 p.m. crews will
close one left lane on SH
225 from Sens Rd.  to
SH 146 to prepare the
lanes for contraflow.  This
closure will last until the
project’s completion.

-- Beginning Friday,
July 16 at 9 p.m. until
Monday, July 19 at 5 a.m.
crews will close the SH 146
northbound mainlanes at
SH 225 to implement the
temporary contraflow traf-
fic pattern and place the
temporary barrier.

Motorists  travel ing
northbound will detour to
SH 146 north to SH 225
west to IH-610 north to IH-
10 east.

-- Beginning Friday,
July 23 at 9 p.m. until
Monday, July 26 at 5 a.m.

Phased closures due for two months on
Hartman bridge to allow emergency repairs

c lose  the  northbound
mainlanes the following
weekend.

During construction,
lanes will be placed in a

contraflow configuration to
allow for two southbound
and two northbound trav-
el lanes on the northbound
bridge.

✯
THOUGHTS  FROM
HILLSIDE  CHURCH

By Dr. Mark Trice

Growth and pain go
hand in hand. We
simply cannot have one
without the other and
trying to protect
anyone from all pain is
counterproductive. Far
better, for instance, if
parents allow children
to experience pain and
challenges a little at a
time while holding
their hands, helping
them learn how to deal
with life’s hurdles. It
enables kids to mature
and prepare to face a
life in which things
won’t always go their
way.

This truth was
illustrated in one
recent study that
compared two groups of
children. In it, the
children who had to
face challenges and
conquer them were far
happier and more
successful over all than
those children who
were “privileged” to
have had most or all
challenges removed.
Man is designed to face
life and conquer it, not
hide from reality and
only exist. We’ve seen
in today’s culture how
overprotective parents
have created a large
group of adults who
only exist, drifting
through their days
with no drive to
achieve, and this is a
problem not just for the
individual, but for
society as well.

With all of this in
mind, let’s look at the
current state of the

church. Many churches
today are feeding this
very weakness, this
unwillingness to face
pain or even discom-
fort. They have deter-
mined that the people
they want to attract
“can’t take” the painful
challenges presented
by the strong points of
the Gospel, so they set
aside large portions of
the Word to make those
people feel more at
ease. This tactic may
get warm bodies into
the sanctuary, but it
doesn’t help the mem-
bers they gain grow
spiritually.

Maybe it’s time to
pull out the old WWJD
bracelets because Jesus
did things differently.
Jesus was in the
Synagogue, teaching,
on a regular basis; He
laid the truth out in a
strong way that reli-
gious people hated and
sincere people hun-
gered for. Then He
went out into the
highways, sat on the
mountainsides, and
preached from boats,
unapologetically giving
His listeners what they
really needed,
again…whether they
liked it or not. Yes, He
presented truth to
them in a way they
could understand, but
He didn’t hold back,
and He expected them
to take the truth and
grow.

It hurts to see how
much of the modern
church has turned

aside from presenting
the Gospel as clearly
and completely as
Jesus would have. Like
those overprotective
parents, all too many
ministers have watered
down the message and
let people merely exist
as spiritual babies far
too long. It’s time for a
change, and the change
starts with us as
individuals. Yes, the
ministers who have
backed off from the
fullness of the Gospel
are responsible for
their churches, but we
are each responsible to
watch over our own
spiritual walks.

It is up to us to find
the churches God
wants us to attend, and
to become contributing
parts of those churches.
It is up to us to have
active prayer lives, dig
into the Word of God,
listen to the Holy
Spirit, follow where He
leads, seek out resourc-
es that empower us to
grow and mature as
Christians, and con-
sciously put into
practice all that we
learn. These things all
require commitment.
They can make us
terribly uncomfortable,
even raise challenges
that cause us pain at
times. Even so, if we
want to grow, produc-
tive pain is part of the
process.

www.myhillsidefamily.com
@myhillsidefamily

Productive Pain

Sheriff hosts public
Bike Ride in
Deussen Park

HARRIS COUNTY – In
honor of Park and Recre-
ation Month, the Sheriff’s
office celebrates the beau-
ty and value of our local
parks and green spaces.
They enhance our quality
of life and contribute to the
well-being of our commu-
nities. Our Parks Unit pa-
trols nearly 100 parks
across our county. These
deputies ensure the parks
are safe and welcoming for
visitors.

For many, parks were
essential mental and phys-
ical outlets throughout the
pandemic. Our parks are
often our first experiences
in nature, and our intro-
duction to walking, run-
ning, bicycling, and being
active outdoors. They are
at the center of many
memories and a place to
come together with friends
and family.

Parks also connect us to
our neighbors and those
who patrol and protect our
neighborhoods. We invite
you to join our deputies for
a community bicycle ride
at Alexander Deussen
Park in northeast Harris
County on Saturday, July
24.

Community Bike Ride
Saturday, July 24
Alexander  Deussen

Park
12303 Sonnier St.
Houston, Texas 77044
Registration: 7:30 – 8:30

a.m.
Ride Start: 8:30 a.m.
Our goal is for you to

have fun while getting to
know our deputies and
learning about bike safety.
This family-friendly event
gives us another avenue to
interact with our commu-
nity beyond calls for ser-
vice and traffic stops. We

The public is invited to join with Sheriff’s
deputies on Saturday, July 24 starting at 7:30
am registration, 8:30 bike ride. The ride will
take place in Deussen Park near Lake Houston.

want to bring people to-
gether and push our neigh-
borhoods forward through
positive relationships and
open communication.

Join Us
All ages welcome
--Safety helmets strong-

ly recommended
--Bottle water provided
--Chance to win prizes

and giveaways
--Learn bike safety tips
--Receive a basic bike in-

spection
Download the park map
Download and complete

the event waiver form
The bike ride will start

at 8:30 a.m. near the pa-
vilion and water gazebo at
the park. Be sure to arrive
early to sign in. There will
be two bike routes – a
nearly 5-mile route within
the park and a 7-mile route
that extends to neighbor-
ing Eisenhower Park. For
those that don’t have a
bike, there are 40 bikes
available for rent at a B-
station at Alexander Deus-

sen Park. Guest riders can
pay with a credit card at
the kiosk on-site or on the
mobile app. Learn more
here.

The ride will end back at
the pavilion where our
Park Unit deputies will
announce giveaways, talk
to you about what’s on
your mind, and offer basic
bike inspections that in-
clude tire pressure checks,
tightening loose bolts, and
inspecting brakes, pedals,
chains and more. You can
also meet with team mem-
bers from our Community
Problem-Oriented Policing
Unit, Patrol District 2, Mo-
tor Assistance Program,
Community Engagement
Division, and various oth-
er units.

We welcome cyclists of
all ages, skill levels, and
riding all types of bicycles
to join us. If you have any
questions about the com-
munity bike ride, please
reach out to our Parks Unit
at 346-286-1943.

Lawndale experienced a
leak onto the roof of one of
the storage tanks due to
the heavy rain events in
the area. This did not im-
mediately result in an odor
but during our cleanup ef-
forts yesterday, July 15th,
an odor became present.

The plant’s incident re-
sponse team is working to
eliminate the odor as
quickly as possible.

We understand that the
material is odorous and
community members may
be able to detect a slight
odor. Air monitoring dem-
onstrated no levels of con-
cern for the community.

There were no injuries.
We reported the situation
to the appropriate state
and federal agencies and
are still investigating the
cause of the leak. We apol-
ogize for any concern this
may have caused.

As always, the health
and safety of our people
and the community are our
highest priorities.”

Harris County Pollution
Control Services also is-
sued a statement:

“PCS has identified
chemicals of interest-car-
bon disulfide, dimethyl dis-
u l f i d e ,  m e t h y l  e t h y l
disulfide. Residents may

experience irritation of the
respiratory system and di-
gestive system. Cause of
odor has been capped and
smell should dissipate by
later this evening. Sensi-
tive populations should
limit outdoor time and use
face coverings.”

The odor lingered in the
area Saturday, according
to residents.

Company representa-
tives said in a statement
that progress was being
made to get rid of the
smell, but weather condi-
tions and ongoing work
may cause more periods of
the unpleasant odor.

Galena Park Smell,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

crews will close the SH 146
southbound mainlanes at
Missouri St.

Motorists  travel ing
southbound will detour to
SH 146 south to Spur 330
north to IH 10 west to IH
610 south to SH 225 east.

It is recommended that
motorists seek an alter-
nate route during the time
of these closures

On July 26 at 5 a.m.
traffic will open to a re-
duced contraflow pattern
and remain for the dura-
tion of the project, about
two months.

All closures are subject
to change due to inclement
weather. Follow us on
Twitter @TxDOTHouston
a n d  F a c e b o o k  a t
www.facebook.com/txdot-
houston.


