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HARRIS COUNTY -
Three U.S. subsidiaries of
Dutch chemical giant Ly-
ondellBasell Industries
N.V.  (Lyondel l )  have
agreed to make upgrades
and perform compliance
measures estimated to cost
$50 million to resolve alle-
gations they violated the
Clean Air Act and state air
pollution control laws at
six petrochemical manu-
facturing facilities located
in Channelview, Corpus
Christi, and LaPorte, Tex-
as, and Clinton, Iowa. Ly-
ondell will also pay a $3.4
million civil penalty. The
settlement, announced to-
day by the Department of
Justice and the U.S. Envi-
ronmental  Protect ion
Agency (EPA), will elimi-
nate thousands of tons of
air pollution from flares.

LyondellBasell Agrees to Reduce Harmful Air Pollution
Channelview plant cited for excessive flaring

According to the com-
plaint,  the companies
failed to properly operate
and monitor their industri-
al flares, which resulted in
excess emissions of harm-
ful air pollution at five fa-
cilities in Texas and one in
Iowa. Lyondell’s subsidiar-
i e s  r e g u l a r l y  “ o v e r -

steamed” the flares at
their facilities and failed to
comply with other key op-
erating constraints to en-
sure the volatile organic
compounds (VOCs) and
hazardous air pollutants
contained in the gases
routed to the flares are ef-
fectively combusted.

The EPA identified po-
tential environmental jus-
tice concerns at the two
Channelview facilities for
exposure to particulate
matter (2.5 micron), ozone,
toxic cancer risk, and res-
piratory hazard. The sig-
n i f i c a n t  e m i s s i o n s
reductions of VOCs, HAPs,
and greenhouse gases that
today’s settlement secures
at the Channelview facili-
ties serve to reduce expo-
sure in the community to
some of the same air pol-
lutants that they are dis-
proportionately exposed to.

“The Justice Depart-
ment and EPA will contin-
ue to enforce the law
against petrochemical
plants that violate the
Clean Air Act,” said Assis-
tant Attorney General

Todd Kim of the Justice
Department ’s Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources  Div is ion .  “ In
particular, we are commit-
ted to reducing harmful air
pollution from unneces-
sary and improper flaring,
especially near overbur-
dened communities with
environmental justice con-
cerns.”

“This settlement will
require LyondellBasel to
install pollution control
and emissions monitoring
equipment at six facilities
in Texas and Iowa, reduc-
ing emissions of green-
house gases and other
harmful gases by thou-
sands of tons per

Continued. See
LyondellBasell, page 2

LyondellBasell Plant in Channelview, with the San
Jacinto River and Highlands in the distance.

Free Entrance to
Texas State Parks
Nov. 14 in Honor
of Veterans Day

AUSTIN— In honor of
both active and retired
military, daily entrance fees
at Texas State Parks will be
waived for all day-use
visitors Sunday, Nov. 14.

“The dedication, sacrifice
and service displayed by the
women and men that serve
in our country’s military is
unparalleled and is a source
of pride throughout the
country,” said Rodney
Franklin, Director of Texas
State Parks. “Their commit-
ment to service undoubted-
ly inspires us at the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment.  To celebrate their
service, Texas State Parks
would like to once again
invite everyone to spend
the day at any one of our
beautiful State Parks for free.
I am glad that we are able
to encourage families to get
outside in honor of our
veterans.”

Anyone planning a trip
to a Texas State Park is
encouraged to reserve their
day passes in advance since
some parks are expected to
reach their capacity limit.
Day passes can be reserved
online though the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment website or over the
phone by calling (512) 389-
8900.

By Allan Jamail

Channelview, TX. Octo-
ber 21, 2021 - A crowd of
business and community
leaders, citizens, elected
representatives and their
staff gathered to witness
the formal opening and
ribbon cutting ceremony of
the CVISD’s CTE (Career
and Technical Education)
and Fine Arts wing of

CHANNELVIEW ISD UNWRAPS NEW TECHNICAL AND FINE ARTS BLDG.
L-R: Jennifer Carnathan—Assistant Superintendent of Finance, Mike Niemeyer—
Assistant Superintendent of Operations, Board members (BM) Shumona
Collins,Hector Martinez, Dr. Don Beck—Interim Superintendent, Patrick Lacy—BM
(President), Robert Laird—CHS Principal, Raquel Dobbins—BM, Frank Bryant—BM,Mia

Young—CTE Director, Jennifer Tunink—Fine Arts Director, LaKeisha LeBlanc—
Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Curriculum. Not pictured but in attendance,
Linda Jamail, Community Liaison for State Rep. Ana Hernandez, Christina Farrish,
Commissioner Adrian Garcia’s staff & Yesenia Doyal, North Channel Chamber.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

Channelview High opens new Technical & Fine Arts Bldg.
Channelview High School
located on Sheldon Road.
After the ribbon cutting
guests were given an in-
side tour of the new facili-
ties.

Back in the 60’s when I
was in high school after
graduation very few stu-
dents could attend college,
there wasn’t any college
loan help and so they were
turned out into an uncer-

tain future, mostly without
any formal technical edu-
cation. Channelview vot-
ers and the Trustees have
made a sizeable invest-
ment for their student’s
future that’ll return posi-
tive results for their com-
munity.

State Representative
Ana Hernandez  sa id ,
“With the addition of the
Career and Technical Ed-

ucation wing, new library,
and  new audi tor ium,
Channelview ISD is giving
our students state-of-the-
art facilities where they
can grow,  learn ,  and
thrive. These improve-
ments open new possibili-
ties for our students and
prepare them for success.”
Ana has the good fortune
of having a Channelview
grad on the staff, Adriana

Aguirre Hernandez is her
District Director, she lives
and grew up there, later
graduated from Universi-
ty of Texas.

The event was well com-
municated to the commu-
nities by Lila Holl in,
Director of Communica-
tions, Teresa Gomez, Com-

Continued. See
CHANNELVIEW, p. 3

HOUSTON –. October 21, 2021 HISD’s
Sharpstown Apollos hosted their district ri-
val the Galena Park Yellowjackets at Butler
Stadium who bested them 21-0.

In the first quarter the game was scoreless
but then Coach Spiro Amarantos’s Jackets
scored TD’s in each of the following three quar-
ters. The three TD’s were made by junior quar-
terback Ivan Reyes-1 and running back
Jordan Balderas-2.

GP’s defense has shutout their past three
opponents keeping them scoreless for 12 quar-
ters. Player of the Game honors went to se-
nior defensive lineman Leo Garcia.

The Yellowjackets with a 5 game win
streak and a 6-2 record will host Houston’s
Austin Mustangs in a 5A-2 Region III District
11 game on Thursday, October 28. Linda Ja-
m a i l  w a s  t h e  a r t i c l e ’ s  s t a t i s t i c i a n .
Allanj211@aol.com

Yellowjackets extend win
streak to 5 over Apollos 21-0
Eye on a Playoff position

ABOVE: Jordan Balderas
Yellowjacket’s running back
scores one of his 2 TD’s.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

LEFT: North Channel Star Pho-
tojournalist Allan Jamail and
Yellowjacket Head Coach Spiro
Amarantos  discuss his team’s
playoff chances.
(Photo by Linda Jamail)

MUSTANGS WIN 17-0, DEFENSE
KEEPS CE KING SCORELESS

Mustang’s defensive lineman Jacob Brass tackles
Panther running back for a loss.
(Allan Jamail photo)

By Allan Jamail

SHELDON – October
22, 2021 at the Sheldon
ISD Panthers stadium the
North Shore Mustangs
won 17-0 in a penalty-rid-
den game against the C. E.
King Panthers, together
there were 16 penalties.
Coach Jon Kay’s Eastside
Boys made 11 of them in-
cluding two15-yard Per-
sona l  Fou l  pena l t i e s
totaling a give-away of 100
yards. This makes 5 Per-
sonal Foul penalties in two
consecutive games for the
Mustangs. Each Personal
Foul penalty gives your op-
ponent if they’re on offense
an unearned first down.

The Mustangs offense
only scored two touch-
downs (TD’s) in the game,
both in the first quarter on
two TD’s passes from quar-
terback Wyndell Mitchell
to receiver Jhalyn Bailey.
After that the Panthers
defense and the Mustangs
self-inflected penalties
ended their TD’s for the
rest of the contest. Carlos
Dominguez kicked the ex-
tra points and made a 20

yd. field goal in the third quarter.
North Shore’s running game produced

most of the offense’s yards with 201 yds;
they made 124 yds. passing. Leading rush-
ers with yds made, Xavier Owens 14-87,
Damon Ford 3-35, Rashaad Johnson 5-34,

Continued. See MUSTANGS, page 6

Galena Park
Library open
only on
Wednesdays

The Harris County
branch library in Galena
Park has been closed for
months due to water
damage from broken
pipes, during the big
freeze last February.
Renova t ion  work  i s
almost complete, and
new furnishings have
been ordered. However,
due to the pandemic
delivery of these has
been delayed.

However,  branch
l ibrar ian Sis i  Medina
reports that the library is
open on Wednesdays
from 11am to 4pm for
curbside service.

For other services
and books and materials,
readers should use the
Jacinto City library or the
Northeast l ibrary on
Wallisville, she said.

You can call 832-
927-5470 for additional
information.
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

COVID-19 vaccines for kids
coming to state

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration has autho-
rized the emergency use of
the Pfizer-BioNTech COV-
ID-19 vaccine for children
aged 5 to 11 years. In Tex-
as that could mean nearly
3 million children are now
eligible for the vaccine.

The FDA reported im-
mune responses in chil-
dren in that age range
were comparable to those
of persons 16 to 25 years
old. The vaccine was found
to be 90.7% effective in pre-
venting the virus in chil-
dren 5 through 11. The
ongoing study of approxi-
mately 3,100 children
found no serious side ef-
fects.

More than a million dos-
es targeting children in
that age group are being
sent to providers in nearly
half of the state’s counties,
according to DSHS. As of
Sunday, 15.44 million Tex-
ans have been fully vacci-
nated, which is right at
53% of the state’s popula-
tion.

COVID-19 CASES, DEATHS
CONTINUE TO DROP

The number of new
COVID-19 cases in Texas
in the past week dropped
to 28,840, and new deaths
dipped to 937— the first
time below 1,000 since
summer, according to the
Coronavirus Resource
Center at Johns Hopkins
University.

The total number of lab-
confirmed COVID-19 hos-
pitalizations continues to
decrease, with 3,571 re-
ported throughout the
state, down nearly 19%
from the previous week,
according to DSHS.

RARE HUMAN CASE OF
RABIES UNDER
INVESTIGATION

A Medina County child
is being treated for rabies
in a Texas hospital, the De-
partment of State Health
Services reported last
week. It is the first case of
rabies in a human report-
ed in the state since 2009.

The child was bitten by a
bat, according to DSHS.

Public health officials
have identified all the plac-
es where someone could
have come into contact
with either the bat or the
child. Experts  are assess-
ing the risk to those peo-
ple and whether they
should receive post-expo-
sure vaccinations to pre-
vent them from
contracting rabies.

The department noted
that rabies is almost al-
ways fatal once contracted,
but is preventable if the
vaccine and immune glob-
ulin are administered be-
fore symptoms begin. In
Texas, according to DSHS,
skunks and bats account
for most animal rabies cas-
es. Nearly 600 animals in
Texas tested positive for
rabies last year, about half
of them bats.

10-DIGIT DIALING
MANDATORY IN SEVERAL
NEW AREAS

The days of being able to
just dial seven digits in
seven Texas area codes are
behind us. In July 2020 the
Federal Communications
Commission approved 988
as the abbreviated dialing
code for the National Sui-
cide Prevention Lifeline.
Several Texas area codes
(254, 361, 409, 806, 830,
915 and 940) have num-
bers with a 988 prefix, and
had to transition to 10-dig-
it local dialing after the
FCC order.

The Texas Public Utili-
ty Commission announced
effective Oct. 25 that all
local calls dialed in those
area codes with just seven
digits will reach a record-
ing that prompts the call-
er to redial using all 10
digits. The change does not
affect price, coverage area
or other rates and servic-
es, according to the PUC.

ANOTHER LOOK AT
IMPACT OF WINTER STORM
URI

More than eight months
after an unprecedented
snow and ice storm led to
widespread power black-
outs in Texas, the Texas
Comptroller’s office took
an in-depth look at the
state’s response and the
legislative actions that fol-
lowed.

Texas is the only state
in the continental United
States with its own electric
power grid, which serves
90% of its population.
Parts of East Texas, the
Panhandle and El Paso are
outside the area managed
by the Electric Reliability
Council of Texas and didn’t
experience widespread
outages.

Winter Storm Uri
knocked out power and dis-
rupted water utilities for
nearly 70% of the state’s
residents for extended pe-
riods. Financial loss esti-
mates range from $80
billion to $130 billion, ac-
cording to Comptroller
Glenn Hegar.

The comptroller’s report
explains the economic toll
of the storm and the legis-
lative changes to the elec-
tric market structure
passed in the 87thLegisla-
ture. Critics have said the
changes do not go far
enough to make power
companies weatherize
their plants to insure
against further outages
due to extreme weather.

DROUGHT EXPANDS
THROUGHOUT STATE

Texas is drying up.
Warmer and drier con-

ditions are being reported
throughout much of the
state, reports the Texas
Water Development Board.
Approximately one-fifth of
the state is now experienc-
ing drought conditions,
mainly in Northeast Texas,
the Panhandle, Far West
Texas and South Texas.

The National Weather
Service expects drought to
expand across the state
through the end of Janu-
ary due to La Niña condi-
tions that are expected to
bring Texas a warmer and
drier winter than normal.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches
and Cedar Park. Email:
gborders@texaspress.com.

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

I spent yesterday with
old friends.

It used to be that I
would follow the use of “old
friends” with the disclaim-
er that they were “not re-
ally old!” This no longer
feels necessary. If they are
old friends of mine, I now
have to say, objectively,
they are pretty old.

The “occasion” (if you
want to call it that) was fi-
nally driving my oldest
friend, Andrew, to his
colonoscopy—which cer-
tainly sounds like an old
person’s activity.

I had been badgering
him for months. After he
finally capitulated, it took
him months to get an ap-
pointment. Then he asked
if I would drive him, and I
could hardly say “no” after
all of that. Of course, I
wouldn’t have said “no”
under any circumstances.
Andrew is my oldest
friend, after all.

Since I would have to
wait for him, I contacted
another old friend, Clay,
who I hadn’t seen in ages,
for a pizza and a chat.

Clay is very funny, and
he came up with a number
of catchy names for a get-
together organized around
Andrew’s colonoscopy—
none of which would be
polite to repeat in a family
newspaper, so I will let you
imagine. We met at a near-
by pizza place at a time
when no one else was re-
motely interested in eat-
ing. It was far too late for
lunch and much too early
for dinner. I discovered
that the time it takes to
have a colonoscopy and re-
cover from it is just about
ideal for two old friends to
reconnect and share a piz-
za. I highly recommend it.

Clay told me about his
father, who is not doing
well, and I told him about
my parents, who are. It
seemed surprisingly effort-
less, talking to this person
who I really have not been
in touch with for more than
half my life. The years be-
tween our adolescence and
yesterday afternoon
seemed to melt away, leav-
ing me with this curious
feeling of stepping back in
time.

Clay is in touch with
people I haven’t seen since
high school, and it was fun
to hear about them. He has
always had a good memo-
ry and a sharp eye for de-
tail. Some of our mutual
friends, he told me, seemed
exactly the same. Only
their hair color appeared to
have significantly
changed. Other friends
had aged more noticeably.
Clay described seeing
someone he’d not seen in
years.

“It was like I could see
the person I knew, looking
out from this old person’s
face,” he told me. I knew
what he meant, and I won-
dered where I fell on the
spectrum. (I didn’t ask.)

My memory is not any-
where near as good as
Clay’s and that’s probably
because I don’t spend a lot
of time reminiscing. But
visiting with Clay was a
good reminder of how
quickly the years are swal-
lowed up, how much time
has passed. New friends
only know the person I am
today. Old friends know all
the previous versions of
me, and sometimes that is
a comfort. At other times,
it’s a little scary. Some-
times I like to think that I
have always been exactly
as I am—right down to my
hair color.

Andrew’s colonoscopy
turned out well, although
he has to go back in three
years. I know he will for-
get, and it will be my re-
sponsibility to both remind
him and get him there
again.

“We’ll have to get to-
gether again soon,” I told
Clay. “Even before An-
drew’s next colonoscopy!”

Clay agreed, and I know
we will. But it’s nice to
think we’ll have that to
look forward to.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s mem-

oir is called “Blue Yarn.”
Learn more at
CarrieClasson.com.

Old Friends
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year,” said Acting Assistant Administrator Larry
Starfield for EPA’s Office of Enforcement and Compli-
ance Assurance. “Those controls, plus a requirement for
fence line monitoring of benzene emissions, will result
in significant benefits for the local communities in Tex-
as and Iowa.”

The settlement requires the companies to install and
operate air pollution control and monitoring technology
to reduce flaring and the resulting harmful air pollu-
tion from 21 flares at the six facilities. Once fully imple-
mented, the pollution controls are estimated to reduce
emissions of climate-change-causing greenhouse gases,
including CO2, methane, and ethane, by almost 92,000
tons per year. The settlement is also expected to reduce
emissions of ozone-forming VOCs by almost 2,700 tons
per year and of toxic air pollutants, including benzene,
by nearly 400 tons per year.

The pollutants addressed by the settlement can cause
significant harm to public health. VOCs are a key com-
ponent in the formation of smog or ground-level ozone,
a pollutant that irritates the lungs, exacerbates diseas-
es such as asthma, and can increase susceptibility to
respiratory illnesses, such as pneumonia and bronchi-
tis. Chronic exposure to benzene, which EPA classifies
as a carcinogen, can cause numerous health impacts,
including leukemia and adverse reproductive effects in
women. Flares are also often large sources of greenhouse
gas emissions.

Flares are devices used to combust waste gases that
would otherwise be released into the atmosphere dur-
ing certain industrial operations. Well-operated flares
should have high “combustion efficiency,” meaning they
combust nearly all harmful waste gas constituents, like
VOCs and hazardous air pollutants, and turn them into
water and carbon dioxide. The agreement is designed to
improve Lyondell’s flaring practices. First, it requires
Lyondell to minimize the amount of waste gas that is
sent to the flares, which reduces the amount of flaring.
Second, Lyondell must improve the combustion efficiency
of its flares when flaring is necessary.

Lyondell will take several steps to minimize the waste
gas sent to its flares at each facility. At certain facili-
ties, Lyondell will operate flare gas recovery systems
that recover and “recycle” the gases instead of sending
them to be combusted in a flare. The flare gas recovery
systems will allow Lyondell to reuse these gases as a
fuel at its facilities or a product for sale. Lyondell will
also create waste minimization plans for each facility to
further reduce flaring. For flaring that must occur, the
agreement requires that Lyondell install and operate
instruments and monitoring systems to ensure that the
gases sent to its flares are efficiently combusted.

Lyondell will also perform air quality monitoring that
is designed to detect the presence of benzene at the fence
lines of the six covered plants. Monitoring results must
be publicly posted, providing the neighboring communi-
ties with more information about their air quality. The
monitoring requirements also include triggers for root
cause analysis and corrective actions if fence line emis-
sions exceed certain thresholds. Flare compliance is an
ongoing priority for EPA under its National Air Toxics
Initiative.

The consent decree, lodged in the Southern District
Court of Texas, is subject to a 30-day public comment
period and final court approval. The consent decree will
be available for viewing at https://www.justice.gov/enrd/
consent-decrees.

For more information about this settlement please
visit: https://www.epa.gov/enforcement/equistar-chemi-
cals-lp-lyondellbasell-acetyls-llc-and-lyondell-chemical-
company-clean.

LyondellBasell to
reduce Pollution,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Houston - Harris County Public Health (HCPH) is now ad-
ministering the COVID-19 vaccine booster for people in cer-
tain groups. Eligible residents include those who completed
their two-dose mRNA vaccine series (Pfizer or Moderna) at
least six months ago and anyone who received the single-dose
Johnson & Johnson vaccine at least two months ago.  Eligible
fully vaccinated residents can get a booster dose of the vac-
cine of their choice.

All COVID-19 vaccines provide strong protection for most
people.  A booster vaccine in an additional dose given after
the protection provided by the original series has begun to
decrease over time.  The Pfizer booster helps certain groups of
people maintain their level of immunity longer.

For individuals who received a Pfizer-BioNTech or Moder-
na COVID-19 vaccine, the following groups are eligible for a
booster shot at 6 months or more after their primary series:

--65 years and older
--Age 18+ who live in long-term care settings
--Age 18+ who have underlying medical conditions
--Age 18+ who work or live in high-risk settings
Note: The Moderna COVID-19 booster dose is half of the

dose that is administered for the primary series dose.
For individuals who received the Johnson & Johnson COV-

ID-19 vaccine, booster shots are also recommended for those
who are 18 and older and who were vaccinated two or more
months ago.

Additional Doses
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) rec-

ommend that people who are moderately to severely immuno-
compromised should receive an additional dose of Pfizer or
Moderna vaccine at least 28 days after the initial two doses.
This includes recipients of organ or stem cell transplants, peo-
ple with advanced or untreated HIV infection, active recipi-
ents of treatment for cancer, people taking medications that
weaken the immune system, and others. A full list of condi-
tions can be found on the CDC’s website.

Fully vaccinated people with weakened immune systems
do not get as much protection as people with healthy immune
systems. The additional dose helps boosts their immunity to
the level of fully vaccinated people who are not immunocom-
promised. Please contact your healthcare provider to find out
if an additional dose or booster is recommended for you.

Additional doses and vaccine boosters are free at HCPH
designated sites and vaccine appointments are not required,
although they are recommended. Go to vacstrac.hctx.net or
call 832-927-8787. To find a location near you click here. Please
remember to bring your COVID-19 vaccination card with you
to receive a booster shot.

County Now Offers
Vaccine Boosters
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CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

As I looked around the community, I have seen
more smiles than I have in the past 18 months.
During the month of October, I was getting
emails, text messages and fliers about Fall Festi-
vals and many Trunk of Treat opportunities.  And
at each event there were smiles and hugs.  It felt
so good to see people and to hear laughter again.

And unless you have lived under a rock, you
have noticed that football season is winding down
for some schools and if you have been on Wallis-
ville Road on a Saturday, you have seen many
school buses and heard some awesome high school
bands as they have been in UIL Competitions.  If
you have gone into stores you have seen holiday
decorations and the crowds starting to gather.

Starting this week if you are in the Channel-
view community, you will begin to see decorated
boxes in stores and offices.  These are being used
to collect new, unwrapped toys and gift items for
families in Channelview who may not be as
fortunate as you.  These items are being collected
and will be sorted and given to families who have
been selected by a committee of caring individuals
who know the struggles are real and want to bless
the families at Christmas.   Some of the families
will be called to pick up the gifts, some will be
surprised to have that jolly guy in the red suit
show up with gifts the week before Christmas.

One of the most exciting days leading up to the
distribution will be Saturday, December 4th when
the Annual Channelview Fire Department and
Channelview Ministry Team will be set up at
Panera Bread on Wallisville Road and the Belt-
way to collect gifts as well as get into the holiday
spirit as school choirs are performing in the
parking lot and volunteers and donors are present
to support the choirs.  It is a day that you will see
smiles, get the hugs you have been missing and
begin to feel the magic of the holiday season.    If
you would like a box to be dropped off at your
location, please contact Pastor Kent Wilson at
832-588-0330.  If you would like to gather a group
of friends and family members to donate gift
cards, or perhaps wish to donate food for a family
for the holidays, these are certainly welcome as
well.

Take some time to make your list of what you
want to purchase for your loved ones and then,
just imagine you have a couple of extra children in
the groups who need gifts, stop by Panera Bread
on December 4, and drop off the gifts, feel the
spirit of community.

Maybe you are missing your parents or grand-
parents this year?  If you would like to donate
towards the gifts that are given to seniors in the
area, there are opportunities to do that as well.
Reach out and I can help you connect to a way to
give back to the community.

It is Beginning to
Feel Like...

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY✃

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim: “What is an
‘inclusion’ found in
gemstones?”

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker of NTR Metals.  Pineforest
Jewelry has been a proud member of the IJO for many
years.  See more at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Inclusions or imperfections occur in nearly
every type of gemstone. Natural diamonds, for
example, are the result of carbon exposed to
tremendous heat and pressure deep in the earth.
This process can result in a variety of internal
characteristics called ‘inclusions’ and external
characteristics called ‘blemishes.’ Evaluating
diamond clarity involves determining the num-
ber, size, relief, nature, and position of these
characteristics, as well as how these affect the
overall appearance of the stone. While no dia-
mond is perfectly pure, the closer it comes, the
higher its value.

The same principals hold true for all gemstones
including ruby, emerald, sapphire, and more.
But, does a gem with an internal inclusion always
diminish its value? No, not always. In rare
instances, the inclusion might be so unique that it
could add to the gem’s value if a prospective
buyer agrees. I remember reading an article that
contained a picture of a diamond with a small
heart-shaped internal inclusion which, interest-
ingly enough, was red in color. Once this was seen
by a couple looking for an engagement ring, they
wanted no other diamond, period.

Alexandrite is long considered a “good luck”
stone by the people of Russia. This gemstone
changes color from violet, to blue, to green, and to
red, depending on the type and intensity of the
light the stone is viewed under.

Photo courtesy of the Gemological Institute of
America

An example of nature imitating nature was
seen in a 0.73 carat faceted alexandrite showcas-
ing an inclusion reminiscent of a rain cloud (see
above). The “cloud” was composed of white
particles oriented as parallel bands that dis-
played a cloud-like silhouette when viewed at an
angle. The “rain” was composed of fine oriented
reflective needles commonly referred to as silk.
Fiber-optic lighting allowed for a concentration of
white light to be seen under the cloud, creating an
appearance of lightning. The inclusion scene
observed in this gem is an interesting novelty
that any gemologist can appreciate and perhaps
even a willing buyer. This group of inclusions are
truly unique but, do they add to or lessen the
stone’s price? Remember, “beauty is in the eye of
the beholder”, and so too is the value.

munications Administra-
tive Assistant and Antho-
ny Mireles,  Family &
Community Partnership
Coordinator. They should
be commended for the ex-
cellent planning to get it
started and completed  on
time and with perfect exe-
cution.

The expansion was
made possible thanks to
the 2019 Bond. The Chan-
nelview ISD Board of
Trustees voted unani-
mously to call a $195.4 mil-
lion bond election, the
District’s first in 10 years,
on May 4, 2019. Voters ap-
proved the measure and
the major renovations to
Channelview High School
are complete. The projects
for  CHS address  new
growth, student program
expansions, and aging or
deficient items to extend
the life of the campus.

“On behalf of the CISD
School Board, I want to
thank the community for
voting in favor of the 2019
Bond,” said CISD Board
President Patrick Lacy.
“Our objective is to make
decisions that will help our
students be successful, and
this expansion does just
that.”

The CTE additions in-
clude new CTE shops, labs

Channelview
High ribbon
cutting,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and classrooms. This al-
lows for an increase in pro-
gram offering and student
participation.  The new
multi-purpose auditorium
includes 1,000 seats and
can be used for district per-
f o r m a n c e s ,  c o n c e r t s ,
events, assemblies and
meetings. It includes new
lighting, sound booth,
dressing rooms, a box of-
fice, lobby and concessions.

“There is no greater feel-
ing than watching our stu-
dents’ faces light up when
they walk into the new ad-
dition of the high school,”
said CHS Principal Robert
Laird. “Thank you to those
who are helping our stu-
dents have a bright fu-
ture.”

Other renovations in-
clude improvements to the
life skills room, and an en-
closed connection with the
CHS Kolarik Ninth Grade
Center.

“The CHS expansion
would not have been made
possible without the com-
munity’s support,” said
CISD Interim Superinten-
dent Dr. Beck. “I want to
thank our community for
their unwavering commit-
ment to the students of
C h a n n e l v i e w . ”
Allanj211@aol.com

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations

*Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterFuneral-
Houston.com

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar

Motorcyclist Fatally Shot at
12008 East Freeway

Houston police are investigating the fatal shooting of
one man and the wounding of two others at 12008 East
Freeway (East Interstate Highway 10) service road about
11:10 p.m. on Tuesday (Nov. 2).

The identity of the deceased victim, 26, is pending
verification by the Harris County Institute of Forensic
Sciences.  The two other victims, 27 and 30 years of age,
were transported to an area hospital in stable condition.

HPD Homicide Division Detectives C. Flora and J.
Flores reported:

The three victims, each operating a motorcycle, left
the parking lot of a business at the above address and
traveled eastbound on the service road when a black SUV
pulled up next to them.  One or more persons inside the
vehicle fired multiple shots at the victims, striking all
three of them.  One victim crashed his motorcycle and
was transported to an area hospital where he was pro-
nounced deceased.  The two other victims were also
transported to a hospital in stable condition.

The suspects are described only as four Hispanic
males in a black SUV.

Anyone with information in this case is urged to con-
tact the HPD Homicide Division at 713-308-3600 or
Crime Stoppers at 713-222-TIPS.

NS Rotary International
Project in Torreon Mexico

ABOVE, North Shore Rotarians Dr. Donald Nino, Bill Palko, Ramon
Garza, Lowell Everitt and several others visit the Health Clinic in
Torreon Mexico that receives partnership help from the local Rotary
club. Motto: “Service Above Self” is seen at work in this project.
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CHANNELVIEW ISD NEWS
CISD’s LeBlanc advises others to get an Exam
after her own battle with Breast Cancer

October 29, 2021— October is Breast Cancer
Awareness month and as the month comes to
an end, Assistant Superintendent of Elementa-
ry Education LaKeisha LeBlanc shares her sto-
ry in hopes of encouraging other women.

“I found the lump myself and immediately
knew something was not right,” said LeBlanc.

That discovery was just the beginning of what
would be a year-long life fighting cancer battle.

 LeBlanc was diagnosed with stage 3 breast
cancer and now encourages others to self-check
and get their annual mammograms.

“Before I was diagnosed, I lost 10 pounds,
walked daily, and was focused on improving my
health.  I had all of my annual exams, and I
still developed breast cancer. Yearly mammo-
grams are important and monthly self exams
are equally important,” said LeBlanc.  “Cancer
does not discriminate based on age, race, or gen-
der.”

LeBlanc had to undergo 16 rounds of chemotherapy, 36 rounds of radiation and
surgery to overcome her battle with cancer. She credits her strength to her faith,
family and others who have been diagnosed with cancer. Now, she hopes to be a light
to those women and men who find themselves in a similar situation.

“Everyone’s experience is different and your doctors are the best to answer your
questions. There are many supports available as you go through this journey.” said
LeBlanc.  “My circle provided support on the days when I needed it the most.  When
you find yourself overwhelmed, do not be afraid to ask for help.”

In addition to LeBlanc’s encouragement to other women in Channelview,  several
Channelview ISD campuses hosted special events to promote Breast Cancer Aware-
ness. Barrett-Lee Early Childhood Center and Harvey Brown encouraged students to
wear pink and many hosted a series of different events students could participate in
to bring awareness to the disease.

BACK TO BASICS
Interim Superintendent Begins Math
Initiative To Help Students

October 29, 2021—
Channelview ISD Inter-
im Superintendent Dr.
Don Beck kicks off a new
math initiative to help
students  develop a pas-
sion for numbers and al-
lows him the opportunity
to be back in the class-
room.

The new program is
called Back To Basics
With Beck. Once a week
Dr. Beck will visit a cam-
pus and teach a math les-
son to a classroom of
students. Before the vis-
it, he coordinates with
the school principal to
determine what class-
room he will visit and
what the curriculum will
consist of. The lessons
are all based on basic
math concepts.

 “It’s no secret I love
math, data, numbers and
teaching,” said CISD In-
terim Superintendent
Dr. Beck. “I brought for-
ward this idea to allow
me the opportunity to go
back into the classroom
and work with students.
I am able to teach them
a subject I have always
been passionate about.”

Back To Basics With
B e c k  k i c k e d  o f f  o n
Wednesday, October 20
with Cobb Elementary
first graders. In a room
of nearly 20 students, Dr.
Beck taught addition
and subtraction. He pa-
tiently walked to each
student and helped them
understand the concept
by counting building
blocks to help them bet-
ter understand. Once the
lesson was complete, he
asked them a few more
addition and subtraction
questions and allowed
them the opportunity to

answer the questions on their own to ensure they
mastered the content.

“The first graders I visited at Cobb Elementary
were fantastic,” said Dr. Beck. ”Math is the univer-
sal language and a subject you will use for a life-
time. Although it can be intimidating for many, it’s
crucial to know basic math skills. It all starts in the
early grade levels, and it was a pleasure to teach
first graders. I am looking forward to visiting every
campus and helping students develop a love for
math.”

Helping Others: North Shore Food
Distribution at NS Elementary

FOOD ANGELS: Charlotte Jackson, Cindy Miller, Carmela Garcia, and Ana Hernandez help
with the food distribution on October 23 at North Shore Elementary, where 300 families
received needed food and supplies.
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Call 713-266-3444
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7 PLOTS AVAILABLE
PRIME LOCATION

STERLING-WHITE CEME-
TERY

GARDEN OF HOPE
1 Triple, 1 Double, 2 Single
$1500 Each plus transfer

TEL. 281-380-6735

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

tfn

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Project Engineer for Paton Engineers and
Constructors in Channelview, TX: Perform
instrumentation/electrical design deliver-

ables for projects. Requires: Bachelor’s + 2
yrs. exp. Mail resume to: HR Mgr., 15201

East Freeway, Suite 201, Channelview, TX
77530. Ref. job code MR

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Let-
ters Testamentary for Docket No. 497966;
Estate of DONALD KEITH PARKEY De-
ceased; In Probate Court No. 4 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on OCTOBER
20, 2021.

JOE SCOTT PARKEY

The residence address of the administra-
tor is in Harris County, Texas. The mailing
address is:

402 Pineview
Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being adminis-
tered are required to present them within
the time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
Dated this OCTOBER 28, 2021.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

HOUSE FOR RENT HOUSE FOR RENT

Home in Newport for Rent
3 bed room, 2 bath, with large

fences in  backyard and
double car garage.

Tenant pays Utilities and
Yard maintenance.

$1375 a month with deposit
$1375

281-705-9640
43-2T

SMALL ADS
Bring

BIG RESULTS
Classified ADS
713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
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SHELDON ISD NEWS

Kaleb Bailey 4-18 and Jav-
in Logan 1-15. Leading re-
ceivers with yds made,
David  Amador  3 -  73 ,
Jhalyn Bailey 2-22, 2 TDs,
Nessiah Dunham 2-14 and
Joseph Richard 1-11.

MUSTANGS WIN 17-0, DEFENSE
KEEPS CE KING SCORELESS

Remaining in District
21-6A undefeated is the
NS Mustangs (5-0) and the
Humble Atascocita Eagles
(4-0). They’ll play in what’s
possibly the showdown for
the district championship

at the Mustangs GPISD
Stadium Friday, October
29, 2021 at 7pm. Linda Ja-
mail was the article’s stat-
i s t i c i a n .
Allanj211@aol.com

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mustang’s defensive linebacker PJ Douglas  sacks
Panther’s quarterback Nehemiah Brousard for a
loss.  Allan Jamail photo

Mustang’s defensive linebacker Jaylon Joseph
pulls a Panther down for a loss.
Allan Jamail photo

SEE YELLOW ARROW - #8 David Amador Mustang’s
receiver leaps high Into the air to haul in
quarterback Wyndell Mitchell’s pass.
Allan Jamail photo

Mustang receiver Jhalyn Bailey scores on
quarterback Wyndell Mitchell’s pass.
Allan Jamail photo

Sheldon CTE programs receive $900+ in grant funding
Sheldon ISD is the proud recipient of the 2021-2022 CTE Perkins Reserve Grant

in the amount of $925,000. Funding will be used to support the health science, culi-
nary arts, and automotive technology programs.  The award is intended to foster
innovation and expand opportunities for students to complete education and career
pathways that lead to postsecondary credentials and high-skill, high-wage careers.
This includes earning college credit and/or certifications with value in the labor mar-
ket.  The grant establishes a regional network, including San Jacinto College, work-
force boards, business and industry partners.

This is the fifth consecutive Perkins Reserve award Sheldon ISD has received for a
total of $2,725,000.  Previous awards supported the King Nurses in Training, weld-
ing, pipefitting, electrical, health science, and CTE summer bridge programs.

Panther Band
division one

Congratulations to the
King High School marching
band for earning a division
1 superior rating. The team
competed in the UIL march-
ing contest at Galena Park
ISD Stadium on Saturday,
October 16. Great job, Pan-
thers!

Sheldon recognizes 3 employees for outstanding customer
service

On October 21, Superintendent Dr. King Davis and administrators surprised and
presented three employees with the CARE Award. CARE stands for Caught Acting
and Responding with Excellence and is presented to employees quarterly in partner-
ship with Woodforest Bank. Winners receive $100 each from Woodforest Bank. Re-
cipients are nominated by their peers and/or community members. October’s winners
include:

Maria Guerra - Sheldon
Early Childhood Academy -
teacher

Ms. Guerra has been
nominated for her fun and
motivating teaching to pre-
kindergarten students.

Laura Belden - Sheldon
Lake Elementary School -
receptionist

Those who nominated
Mrs. Belden say she is the
warm smile that greets fam-
ilies at the campus each day.
She always goes above and
beyond to be helpful.

Yesika Rios - C.E. King
HIgh School - child nutrition

Nominations said Ms.
Rios cares for students,
treats them with respect and
truly listens well.

The next CARE Award
presentation will be in De-
cember. Nominations will
open again in November.

KHS students advance in All-State Choir auditions
Nine C.E King High School students have earned a place in the Texas Music Edu-

cators Association All-Region honor choir after two of four rounds of auditions in the
All-State Honor Choir audition process.

This year’s All Region Honor Choir members are:
Krysta Lambeth, senior
Danna Gonzalez, junior
Yvonne Orozco, sophomore
Briseida Quezada-Estrada, junior
Sara Saeed, sophomore
Aleyda Martinez, senior
Zach Stevens, senior
Karmello Dumas, senior
Terry Lastrappe, senior
These students will rehearse and perform at Dekaney High School on November

12 and 13 at the Region 33 All- Region Honor Choir Clinic and Concert. The concert
will be held on Saturday, November 13 in the Dekaney High School Performing Arts
Center.

Four students, senior Aleyda Martinez, senior Zach Stevens, senior Karmello Du-
mas, and senior Terry Lastrappe have been selected to continue to the third round,
the Pre-Area audition, held in December.

Lastrappe earned the honor of being ranked the number one tenor 1 in the Region
out of close to 100 tenors who started the audition process in September.

The All-State process begins with a four-day, three-night All State Choir Camp at
Stephen F. Austin State University in July. Choir students from all over the state
attend the camp to begin learning music in preparation for the highly competitive
process, in hopes of earning a place in the All-State Choir. Four rounds of auditions
and cuts from September to January culminate in the All-State Choir rehearsals and
performances led by world-renowned choral conductors in San Antonio every Febru-
ary. The C.E. King High
School Choir is under the di-
rection of Anthony Allen and
Jenny Stone.

PHOTO (choir_advanced)
Top left: Krysta Lambeth,
Zach Stevens Karmello Du-
mas; Bottom Left: Sara
Saeed, Briseida Quezada-
Estrada, Yvonne Orozoco,
Aleyda Martinez (not pic-
tured Dana Gonzalez and
Terry Lastrappe).

SHELDON ISD NEWS
PHOTO (Lastrappe): Se-

nior Terry Lastrappe earned
a first-place ranking from
more than 100 tenors which
snagged him a place in the
Pre-Area TMEA All-State
Choir auditions.

SISD recognizes 3
new Partners in
Education

At last night’s school board meeting, Sheldon ISD recognized the following NEW
Partners in Education: Gulf Coast Educators Federal Credit Union, Woodforest Bank

and GPD Group.
The mission of the Sheldon ISD Partners in Education program is to build rela-

tionships that benefit both schools and community businesses while enhancing the
educational experience for Sheldon ISD students. To learn how to become a Partner
in Education, go to www.sheldonisd.com/pie/

Sheldon ISD closed for Thanksgiving Break
Sheldon ISD will be closed for Thanksgiving Break on Monday, November 22

through Monday, November 29. Classes will resume on Tuesday, November 30.

Join in the fun and show your Sheldon Spirit
With illegal and destructive challenges circulating around social networking sites

nationwide, Sheldon ISD has a year-long challenge for the community. Let’s partner
together to show school pride, unity and foster good relationships by taking over our
social media channels using #SheldonSpirit

Each month, schools will focus on a positive character trait and share on social
media by using #SheldonSpirit and tagging @SheldonISD in all social media posts.
The district uses Twitter, Instagram and Facebook. However, our community has the
power to influence in a positive manner wherever on whatever channel you use.

Earlier in the fall, Sheldon ISD shared with families news of a viral challenge
being spread around TikTok that encourages destructive behavior. This is something
the district is treating very seriously as this is a crime. Students who participate in
this could face criminal charges in addition to school discipline. Please talk with your
child about making appropriate choices in and outside of school as these choices af-
fect their journey in Sheldon ISD and beyond.


