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Galena Park ISD will
ho ld  a  COMMUNITY
PARADE, honoring the
North Shore Mustangs
2 0 2 1  U I L  C l a s s  6 A
D i v i s i o n  I  S t a t e
Championship.

WEDNESDAY, JAN.
26, 2022 STARTING AT
4:30PM from the North
Shore 9th Grade Center
on Hollypark, ending at
North Shore Senior High
School on Castlegory
Drive.

Galena Park
Parade for
North Shore
Mustangs

Sheldon FFA holds successful Show

Channelview ISD names new Superintendent

Highlands Rotary Chili
Feast set for Feb 5th

The Highlands Rotary Club is holding their 47th Annual
CHILI FEAST, at St. Jude’s Catholic Church social hall, 808 S.
Main Street, Highlands. 11am to 3pm, with a Live Auction at
Noon to 3pm.

Raffle Tickets are $100, Meal Tickets $10 and the winner
will receive a new 2022 SUV Chevy Trailblazer or Chevy
Equinox. There are also other valuable prizes. Tickets from
any Rotarian, or call 281-426-33558. Tickets also available
from Turner Chevrolet, Central Auto Inspections, Weston
Cotten, Dr. Larry White.

MISS HIGHLANDS HALEY MAXEY, AND JR. MISS AUBREY
BIRD WILL PULL THE WINNING TICKETS. YOU COULD WIN
A CAR.

Grand steer nets $5,750 at
Sheldon FFA Livestock
Show

SHELDON – The wind
may have made things
cold, but buyers at the
Sheldon Future Farmers
of America Livestock Show
warmed things up in what
could be the largest show
ever, according to officials.

The show was held last
Saturday at the Agricul-
ture barn on Old Highway
US 90, the Beaumont
Highway. Buyers were
able to bid on a total of 35
animals  and  auct i on
items. The auction netted
more than $43,000 this
year.

T h i s  y e a r ’ s  G r a n d
Champion Steer, raised by
C.E. King High School se-
nior Jamari Davis, was
sold for $5,750 to Stewart
and Donna Henderson of
DH Show Cattle.

Davis said his Grand
Champion Steer’s name is
Dynamite, is 14-months-
old and weighed 1,206

pounds. He talked about
raising Dynamite.

“It’s been real good. You
have good times and bad
times,” Davis said. “But I
really love it. I like spend-
ing time with my animals.
My favorite place is the
barn.”

Davis said he plans to
use the prize money to at-
tend Texas A&M Univer-
s i t y  a n d  m a j o r  i n
veterinary science.

Aside from having the
Grand Champion Steer in
this year’s show, Davis
also had the Grand Cham-

pion Pig, Coco. Turner
Chevrolet outbid everyone
to win the pig for $2,000.

“There is a real big dif-
ference in raising a pig and
a steer,” he said. “I like
steers better, to be honest.
They are easier to control,
and they are harder to get

away from you. I fell in
love with steers. I told my
mom when I started show-
ing steers, I was never go-
ing back to pigs, and they
convinced me to go back to
pigs in the last year, and
I’m winning in the show.”

Davis has been in the
show more than once, even
raising and having anoth-
er grand steer sold to the
North Shore Rotary Club
last year. He also sold the
Reserve Champion Steer
the year before.

Davis said as a senior,
he is happy to be graduat-
ing soon but is sad to be in
his last showing.

“I wanted it to come
soon, but not this soon. I
wish I had a little bit more
time to keep showing,” he
said.

Another senior, Saman-
tha Doerr, raised and sold
this year’s Reserve Cham-
pion Steer, named Johnny
Walker. She has been in

Jamari Davis, a senior at C.E. King High School, shows off his Grand Champion Steer at the 2022
Sheldon FFA Livestock Show, where his steer, Dynamite, sold for $5,750. Stewart and Donna
Henderson of DH Cattle Show won the auction for the steer.

CONTINUED. SEE SHELDON
FFA, PAGES 2,3

CHANNELVIEW – The
Channelview ISD Board of
Trustees has unanimously
named Dr. Tory C. Hill as
the lone finalist to become
the District’s next superin-
tendent.

Dr. Tory C. Hill is cur-
rently the Superintendent
for Sweeny Independent
School District. Among his
many accomplishments in-
clude being a Superinten-
dent of the Year nominee
for Region 4 in 2020. After
serving as Superintendent
for the past 5 years at
Sweeny ISD, Dr. Hill was
instrumental in passing a
$28 million bond to ad-
dress safety, health, and
wellness of students as
well as major infrastruc-
ture improvements. He
also led a $1.7 million
agreement with Chevron
Phillips for the naming
rights to the new Sweeny
ISD CPChem CTE Center
which opened for students
in August 2020.

Dr. Hill earned a Doctor of Education
in Curriculum and Instruction from Tex-
as A&M University. He also obtained a
master’s degree in education from Flori-
da A&M University and a bachelor’s of
science degree in secondary education
from Southern University.

“We are excited to welcome Dr. Hill to

our Channelview ISD family,” said CISD
Board President Patrick Lacy. “ We look
forward to working with Dr. Hill to con-
tinue to advance our District’s commit-
ment to develop and enhance our
students’ intellectual, social, emotional
and physical growth .”

The selection comes after a nationwide
search with help from the search firm,
KBS Law Group. The Channelview ISD
Board began its search in October 2021
by gathering  input from the community,
district employees and parents. The
search firm allowed stakeholders to com-
plete a survey to voice their opinions on
the type of candidate they would like to
lead the nearly 10,000 student school dis-
trict.  Following the application period
and after interviewing multiple qualified
candidates, the Board selected Dr. Hill for
the position.

“I am humbled and honored to serve
the students, teachers, staff and commu-
nity of Channelview” said Dr. Hill. “ I look
forward to partnering with the Board of
Trustees to build on the rich legacy of ex-
cellence in Channelview Independent
School District.”

Prior to the Superintendent role, Dr.
Hill served as a social studies teacher in

Georgia, Florida and Tex-
as. He was assistant prin-
c i p a l ,  p r i n c i p a l  a n d
Assistant Superintendent
in the Katy Independent
School District. He also
served as the Executive
Director of Professional
Learning in the Clear
Creek Independent School
District.

Dr. Hill is married to
Cassandra and together
they have three beautiful
daughters-Niesha, Taylor,
and Khadija.

Texas law requires a 21-
day waiting period after
naming the lone finalist
before the superintendent
can be officially named and
the superintendent’s em-
ployment contract can be
approved.  The Board an-
ticipates meeting on Feb-
ruary 1, 2022 to officially
name Dr. Hill as superin-
tendent and to approve the
superintendent’s employ-
ment contract.

DR. TORY C. HILL

Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King
Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.
By Allan Jamail

Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
January 17, 2022 this day is a
much deserved holiday all Ameri-
cans should be proud to honor.
With Monday marking the obser-
vation of Martin Luther King Jr.
Day, communities across the na-
tion commemorated the civil rights
icon’s legacy with celebrations
and festivities.

Dr. King an African American
was greatly responsible for bring-
ing social justice to many Ameri-
cans regardless of race or
ethnicity. He was assassinated
April 4, 1968 when I was 24 years
old. As a young man I was begin-
ning to take an interest in politics
and so I had been keeping up with
the politics of the times and so I
took a special interest in Dr. King’s
speeches. In that time of the ear-
ly sixty’s it was unusual for a Black
person to be as outspoken as he
was. He became popular as he
publicly called on the government
to treat everyone equal as the con-

stitution spelled out for citizens to
be treated equal. Blacks in most
states were not given most of the
same privileges as Whites, includ-
ing the same voting rights.

I can remember as a child
there were separate restrooms
and water fountains for Blacks to
use, they couldn’t use the ones
designated for White’s only.
Blacks couldn’t eat in restaurants
where White’s ate. The public
schools were separated so Blacks
couldn’t attend those schools
which were designated for
White’s.

Dr. King organized movements
and demonstrations all across the
nation to bring an end to racial in-
justice. Although he stressed the
need for non-violence to bring
about these changes it was a vio-
lent act of being shot to death that
took his life.

In the 1960’s there were sev-
eral assassinations of political fig-
ures. Nov 22, 1963, the
assassination of President John F.
Kennedy, Feb 21, 1965, Malcolm
X (a outspoken Black calling for

racial equality), April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr is
assassinated and June 5, 1968  Robert Kennedy is
assassinated as he was running for President.

More than 50 years have passed since Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., was assassinated in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, but his words are just as meaningful as they
were during the peak of the Civil Rights Movement.

Continued on Page 7

Support your North
Shore Mustangs team by
wearing official clothing
with the Mustang logo.

The GPISD Athletic
office on Wallisville has
shirts ,  hats ,  sweats,
hoodies and more for
sa le ,  and proceeds
benef i t  the ath let ic
programs of the school.

North Shore
Mustangs
Apparel

Join the San Jacinto
Pilot Club on Sunday,
Jan .  23 ,  2022 f rom
2:00pm - 6:00pm for
Bunco Games and a
Silent Auction.

Hampton Inn, off
Be l tway 8 at  14120
Karissa Court. Tickets at
door $30, advance $25.
Call 281-701-9993.

Pilot Club
Bunco

North Channel Area
Chamber  Awards  &
Installation Gala.

Thursday, Jan. 27 at
6:30pm, Sylvan Beach
Pavilion. Speaker is Bryan
Yarbro, retired Navy
Seal. 713-450-3600.

NC Chamber
Gala Jan.27
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GRAND CHAMPION SWINE
Exhibitor: JAMARI DAVIS
Buyer: TURNER CHEVROLET

GRAND CHAMPION LAMB
Exhibitor: REAGAN MCGEHEE
Buyer: OUTLAW RAY’S

GRAND CHAMPION STEER
Exhibitor: JAMARI DAVIS
Buyer: STUART & DONNA HENDERSON

GRAND CHAMPION BROILERS
Exhibitor: JERONIMO VILLANEAVA
Buyer: NORTH SHORE ROTARY

GRAND CHAMPION HORTICULTURE
Exhibitor: SAMANTHA DOERR
Buyer: JEREMY & ELIZABETH STATEN

GRAND CHAMPION GOAT
Exhibitor: DIEGO MAYBERRY
Buyer: CHARLES SCHRADER REALTOR

GRAND CHAMPION RABBITS
Exhibitor: JENNA SIMIEN
Buyer: CHANNELVIEW FAMILY MEDICINE/DR.NINO

GRAND CHAMPION DECORATED CAKE
Exhibitor: REAGAN MCGEHEE
Buyer: DAVID GILSTRAP

GRAND CHAMPION FOOD SHOW
Exhibitor: LELIAH GOMEZ
Buyer: ZORRO’S WELDING & FABRICATION

G R A N DG R A N D
C H A M P I O N SC H A M P I O N S

GRAND CHAMPION AG MECHANICS
Exhibitor: JOSHUA GILSTRAP
Buyer: GARY BRIGHTWELL

PHOTOS COURTESY T.J.JOHNSON

SHELDON FFA Livestock Show 2022
65TH ANNUAL LIVESTOCK SHOW

SHELDON ISD AG CENTER JAN. 13-15, 2022

GRAND CHAMPION PHOTOGRAPHY
Exhibitor: SAMANTHA DOERR
Buyer: JACKSON’S CUSTOM SLAUGHTER

Congratulations
Sheldon ISD FFA Winners!

15021 Bohemian Hall Road, Crosby, TX 77532

Congratulations to all the FFA Exhibitors

WE CONGRATULATE ALL OF THE FFA EXHIBITORS ON THEIR SUCCESS.

PLATINUM
Sheldon Education
Foundation
Courtesy Roofing
IDG Architects

GOLD
Kingway Hardware
Zolman Construction
Company
Twin Stacks Trucking

SILVER
Rockin DD Livestock
Hamilton Family
Denise and Edwin
Smesny
Bonita Taylor
Karen Gallow
Owens Oilfield

BRONZE
Adams Grant and Co
Armenta’s Electrical
Underground
Anointed Christian Care

Academy
Liliana’s Hair Salon
JoAnn’s Daycare
Nelson Equimpment
Allure Esthetics
Dayton Farm and
Ranch

5 STAR
J&M Homes 4 Good
Transitional Living
M & J Transport Lines
LLC
Alfonso Ruiz
Angela Coleman
East End Pest Control
Nancy Perryman
Jeronimo Villanueva
Guevara Family
Tupper Family
JLA Realty
Alvarez Family
Hoodbillie Fitness
DH Show Cattle
DS1 Trucking LLC

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
FOR YOUR SUPPORT

THE FFA ADVISORS: CHRIS JONES, STEPHANIE
JONES, JUSTICE GRIFFIN, AMANDA LANGLEY

SHELDON ISD
11411 C.E.King Parkway

Houston, TX 77044
281-727-2000

King Davis, Superintendent
Every Child, Every Day
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SHELDON FFA Livestock Show 2022
65TH ANNUAL LIVESTOCK SHOW

SHELDON ISD AG CENTER JAN. 13-15, 2022

RESERVE CHAMPION SWINE
Exhibitor: REAGAN MCGEHEE
Buyer: GOOD TIMES MARINA

RESERVE CHAMPION LAMB
Exhibitor: SAMANTHA DOERR
Buyer: ALFONSO TREVINO

RESERVE CHAMPION STEER
Exhibitor: SAMANTHA DOERR
Buyer: ZORRO’S WELDING & FABRICATION

RESERVE CHAMPION HORTICULTURE
Exhibitor: REAGAN MCGEHEE
Buyer: DENISE & EDWIN SMESNY

RESERVE CHAMPION AG MECHANICS
Exhibitor: SAMANTHA DOERR
Buyer: COURTESY ROOFING

RESERVE CHAMPION GOAT
Exhibitor: YOVANNY CARDENAS
Buyer: OUTLAW RAY’S

RESERVE CHAMPION RABBITS
Exhibitor: JOE FLORES
Buyer: TURNER CHEVROLET

R E S E R V ER E S E R V E
C H A M P I O N SC H A M P I O N S

RESERVE CHAMPION PHOTOGRAPHY
Exhibitor: KAITLYN WISENER
Buyer: RODEO READY CUSTOM LEATHER/CHRIS JONES

RESERVE CHAMPION DECORATED CAKE
Exhibitor: KAITLYN WISENER
Buyer: DAVID GILSTRAP

RESERVE CHAMPION FOOD SHOW
Exhibitor: REAGAN MCGEHEE
Buyer: JEREMY & ELIZABETH STATEN

PHOTOS COURTESY T.J.JOHNSON

NOTE: There were a Total of 35 Sale slots Exhibits.
Space does not allow us to show all, but we
Congratulate all that competed.
CREDITS:
FFA ADVISORS: Chris Jones, Stephanie Jones, Justice Griffin &
Amanda Langley
FFA OFFICERS: Samantha Doerr, Pres; Sierra Payne, Aramee
McCormick, Joe Flores, Jeronimo Villanueva, Jessica Torres,
Jamari Davis
BOOSTER CLUB: Elizabeth Staten, Pres;
SHELDON SUPERINTENDENT: King Davis
CTE COORDINATOR: Bonita Taylor
Show Secretary: Cindy Langdon
Public Relations: Emily Conkliln

Congratulations to all the Exhibitors at the
Sheldon FFA Livestock Show

We are pleased to support the Youth in their endeavors.

ROTARIANS WITH SWINE EXHIBITOR MADISON STATEN

the show for the past 10 years.
“This is our last go here,” Doerr

said. “This year is really special. I
fell in love with FFA more than I
have in the past. When I first
started, I fell in love with it. But
with this being my last year, some-
thing about each and every animal
has a special place in my heart. I
am not ready to say goodbye and
let go. I will be back. Because ag-
riculture has built me into the per-
son I am today, and I am not ready
to let go yet.”

Johnny Walker was sold for
$5,000 to Zorro’s Welding and Fab-
rication.

Doerr said she also has future
plans with her prize money.

“I plan on attending Sam Hous-
ton State University and becom-
ing a game warden, so this money
will help pay for college,” Doerr
said.

In 2020, Doerr’s Grand Cham-
pion Steer was sold to Rotating
Equipment for $2,600. This year,
aside from the Grand Champion
Steer, she had multiple items and
animals in the show, including the
Grand Horticulture, Grand Pho-
tography, the Reserve Lamb, and
Reserve Agriculture Mechanics. In
addition, she also had the third-
place swine and goat.

“This was one of the biggest
shows we’ve had in a long time,”
said Stephanie Jones, Sheldon
FFA advisor.

This year’s Livestock Show was
dedicated to the memory of Karen
Renee Denton, who died in Octo-
ber of COVID-19. From year-to-
year, the Dentons supported the
Sheldon FFA and the Sheldon FFA
Booster Club. Karen Denton was
the secretary and treasurer for the
Booster Club, while her husband,
Dale, served as president.

The Sheldon FFA and C.E. King
Agriculture Department issued a
statement saying they were ex-

Sheldon FFA,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tremely grateful for the hard
work and dedication from the
Denton Family.

“Throughout the years, we
have witnessed the time and ef-
fort from Mrs. Denton has put
forth while volunteering for Shel-
don FFA and Sheldon FFA
Booster Club events. Mrs. Den-
ton will be missed, but her lega-
cy of the work she has done will
be left behind in every student
and parent she has known. We
can never thank you or your fam-
ily enough for all that you have
done,” the statement read.

Other Grand Champion win-
ners include Reagan McGehee
for the Grand Champion Lamb,
bought by Outlaw Ray’s for $800.
Diego Mayberry’s Grand Cham-
pion Goat went for $1,500 to
Charles Schrader Realtor. Jen-
na Simien’s Grand Champion
Rabbit was sold to Channelview
Family Medicine – Dr. Donald
Nino for $500. Jeronimo Villa-
neava’s Grand Champion broil-
ers were bought by the North
Shore Rotary Club for $700.

Doerr’s Grand Champion Hor-
ticulture was bought by Jeremy
and Elizabeth Staten for $250.
Joshua Gilstrap’s Grand Cham-
pion Agriculture Mechanics, a
deer stand, was bought for
$3,500 by Gary Brightwell. The
Grand Champion Decorated
Cake, a cactus cake, was made
by McGehee and bought by Dav-
id Gilstrap for $250. A home-
made apple pie by Leliah Gomez
was auctioned as the Grand
Champion Food Show and
bought by Zorro’s Welding and
Fabrication for $350. Doerr
earned another $300 thanks to
her Grand Champion Photogra-
phy, which was purchased by
Jackson’s Custom Slaughter.

The sponsors for this year’s
show included:

NORTH SHORE ROTARY CLUB
Shawn Silman, president

Tickets now available for our Catfish Fry & Crawfish Boil &
Raffle Saturday, May 14, 2022  North Shore Rotary Pavilion
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Emergency SNAP benefits
again extended
EMERGENCY SNAP
BENEFITS AGAIN
EXTENDED

The Texas Health and
Human Services Commis-
sion is again
extending emergency food
benefits this month, with
more than $307 million in
emergency allocations ex-
pected to help more than
1.5 million Texas house-
holds.

“As Texans ring in the
new year, this additional
support will help families
start 2022 with food on the
table for themselves and
their children,” said Wayne
Salter, HHSC deputy exec-
utive commissioner.

The agency received ap-
proval from the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture to
extend the maximum al-
lowable amount of benefits
provided through the fed-
eral Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program.
That means recipients will
receive at least $95 in
emergency SNAP allot-
ments by Jan. 31, in addi-
tion to their regular
allotment.

Texans in need can ap-
ply for benefits
at YourTexasBenefits.com.

FORMER HOUSTON NFL
PLAYER PLEADS GUILTY TO
FRAUD

A former linebacker for
the Houston Texans has
pleaded guilty to taking
part in a scheme to defraud
a player health care reim-
bursement fund by submit-
ting false claims totaling
more than $129,000.

Shantee Orr is one of
eight former NFL players
accused in a case led
by Texas Department of
Insurance investigators
working with prosecutors
from the Harris County
District Attorney’s office.

“Those claims were for
rehab therapies and medi-
cal treatments that were
never actually provided,”
TDI prosecutor Rick Wat-

son said. “The players and
the trainer would each get
a cut of the money that was
reimbursed by the fund.”

Orr pleaded guilty to a
third-degree felony, paid
restitution and will serve
five years’ probation.

INSURANCE COMPANIES
LINE UP TO SUE ERCOT

As the one-year anniver-
sary of the winter storm
that left millions without
power approaches, more
than 100 insurance compa-
nies are suing the state’s
main power grid operator
and a number of electrici-
ty providers, the Austin
A m e r i c a n -
Statesman reported.

Defendants are the
Electric Reliability Council
of Texas, as well as compa-
nies that supply power
through ERCOT. The pow-
er failure caused more
than $10 billion in proper-
ty damage, primarily to
residences.

The suit claims ERCOT
“failed to adequately pre-
pare for the 2020-2021
winter season, and in fact,
planned to fail,” noting
that the agency had pro-
jected the state would end
up in the highest state of
emergency in the event of
an extreme weather event,
the Statesman reported.

ERCOT controls nearly
all the state’s power grid.

ABBOTT SUES FEDS OVER
VACCINE MANDATE FOR
GUARD

Gov. Greg Abbott last
week announced he will
sue the federal govern-
ment to fight a COVID-19
vaccine requirement for
members of the Texas Na-
tional Guard.

In a letter released last
week, Abbott prohibited
the Texas National Guard
from punishing any service
member who does not re-
ceive the vaccine.

“Unless President Biden
federalizes the Texas Na-
tional Guard in accordance
with Title 10 of the U.S.
Code, he is not your com-
mander-in-chief under our
federal or state Constitu-
tions,” Abbott wrote. “And
as long as I am your com-
mander-in-chief, I will not
tolerate efforts to compel
receipt of a COVID19 vac-
cine.”

The Biden administra-
tion maintains the secre-
tary of defense has the
legal power to require vac-
cines. In a mid-November
press conference, Pentagon
press secretary John F.
Kirby said, in part, “When
(guardsmen are) called up
for their monthly training,
they’re still federally fund-
ed. So (the secretary) has
those authorities. And he
believes, and this is a larg-
er point, that vaccinated
forces are a more ready
force.”

COVID-19 CASES MORE
THAN TRIPLE IN PAST
WEEK

The omicron variant of
COVID-19 has sent cases
skyrocketing throughout
the state, with a record-
high 413,994 new cases
reported by the Coronavi-
rus Resource Center at
Johns Hopkins University
in the past week — nearly
four times the number re-
ported the previous week.

A total of 717 new
deaths were reported, up
70% from the previous
week.

The Texas Department
of State Health Services
reported 9,803 lab-con-
firmed COVID-19 hospital-
izations as of Sunday, an
increase of 77% from the
previous week. Just a
month ago, hospitaliza-
tions had dropped below
3,000, according to DSHS.
The number of new cases
this past week is more
than ten times the total
reported a month ago.

SECOND ROUND OF
VACCINE FUNDING BEGINS

A second round of fund-
ing for the state’s COVID-
19 vaccine outreach
program has begun. Orga-
nizations can apply for
grants ranging from
$50,000 to $1 million “to
engage in vaccine educa-
tion and outreach with the
goal of increasing the num-
ber of fully vaccinated Tex-
ans against COVID-19.”

Money will be awarded
for projects that increase
access to COVID-19 vac-
cines or provide outreach
to populations dispropor-
tionately affected by the
virus.

“As with the first round
of funding, DSHS is confi-
dent that community-
based organizations are
perfectly positioned to of-
fer local support for those
who seek access for and
information about COVID-
19 vaccine services,” said
Imelda Garcia, DSHS as-
sociate commissioner for
laboratory and infectious
disease services.

To learn more about the
program, go to: https://
hea l th . tamu.edu/vac -
cinegrant/round-2.htmlht-
tps:/ /health.tamu.edu/
vaccinegrant/round-2.html

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

I was excited to wear my
new dress.

It was slimming, I
thought: all black and cov-
ered with flounces from the
neckline to the hemline. I
wore it with high heels—
which I rarely wear—and
red drop earrings. I was
feeling much more sophis-
ticated than I usually do
when I went over to my sis-
ter’s house for dinner.

“Nice dress!” my moth-
er said.

I gave my new dress a
little twirl and set the ruf-
fles flying in all directions.

“You look like a car
wash,” my sister said.

This is why it’s good to
stay close to family.

My husband, Peter, and
I moved across the country
to the Midwest in large
part so we could be closer
to family. It’s good to see
my parents on a regular
basis. Peter’s oldest sister
is battling cancer, and we
can now be near her. We
have dozens of cousins,
nieces and nephews, aunts
and uncles, and now most
of them live nearby.

My family members
(and my sister in particu-
lar) absolutely do not care
what I say about myself.
They do not care about my
New Year’s resolutions or
recent accomplishments or
nice things other people
might have said about me.

They remember when I
was 13 and wore a green
felt hat all the time out of
some sort of weird super-
stition. They remember
when Dad had to drive
back two hours to fetch the
green hat after I left it
someplace. And they will
never believe that the
green felt hat-wearing per-
son has entirely changed.

I look at pictures of my-
self as a young teen, very
shy, trying to become invis-
ible beneath my peculiar
green hat and only draw-
ing more attention to my-
self in the process.

There was a lot I didn’t
understand as an awk-
ward teen. I didn’t realize
that lots of people were shy.
I didn’t know that, by
starting a conversation
with someone, I would be
doing them a huge favor. I
didn’t know I’d see the re-
lief in their eyes when they
realized they could talk to
me and forget about feel-
ing awkward themselves. I
didn’t need a green hat to
become invisible. To take
the pressure off me, I just
needed to direct the atten-
tion to someone else. If
someone had told me that
sooner, I wouldn’t have had
to wear that silly hat for so
long.

I like to think I’ve
changed quite a bit since
then, but my family knows
better.

I firmly believe in the
power we all have to
change ourselves and fol-
low our dreams wherever
they take us. I hope to con-
tinue trying new things for
quite a while. But, while
chasing my highfalutin
dreams, it’s good to have
family around to keep me
grounded. It’s good to re-
member that, no matter
what grand schemes I take
on, there are people who
have known me before and
know me best.

They will always cheer
me on, but they will also
know that I am still the
same person, in a fancy
dress, trying new things,
sometimes succeeding and
sometimes failing misera-
bly. And they still love me.

“It doesn’t really look
like a car wash,” my moth-
er said.

My mother has been
saying reassuring things to
me all my life. But I sus-
pect, now that the image is
in her mind, my fancy-
schmancy dress will never
look quite the same. And
that’s OK.

My self-esteem has
come a long way since my
green hat-wearing days.
Nowadays, I can put on my
fancy car wash dress with
a pair of heels and not care
who sees me.

Till next time, Carrie
Carrie Classon’s

memoir is called “Blue
Yarn.” Learn more at
CarrieClasson.com.

Fancy Dress

OPINION
By U.S. Senator
JOHN CORNYN

✯

What We Got Done in 2021

‘Despite the partisanship that has gripped
Washington, I’ve found countless opportunities to
get things done for Texas, but a great deal of work
remains.’

WASHINGTON — With the start of a new
year, U.S. Senator John Cornyn (R-TX) authored
the following op-ed in the Austin American-
Statesman about what he has accomplished in
Congress for Texas in 2021 and shares his outlook
on what work remains for 2022:

The first year of a government completely
controlled by Democrats is quickly drawing to a
close. I began 2021 with this promise to Texans:
to push back against Democrats’ dangerous
proposals when needed and to work together
wherever possible. The year brought a heavy dose
of both.

Despite President Joe Biden’s pledge to be the
dealmaker-in-chief, Democrats have unleashed a
parade of partisan bills. At the start of last year,
they went around Republicans to spend nearly $2
trillion billed as “pandemic relief,” even though
less than ten percent of the funding was directly
related to COVID-19 and only one percent sup-
ported vaccinations. They’ve made repeated
attempts to seize states’ constitutional power to
manage their own elections and skew all future
elections in Democrats’ favor. And despite the
fact that families are footing the bill for the
highest inflation in nearly four decades, Demo-
crats are trying to go on a nearly $5 trillion
reckless tax-and-spending spree. Fortunately,
they don’t have the votes to write a check that
big, thanks to members of President Biden’s own
party joining the unified Republican opposition.

I’ve been clear in my fierce opposition to each of
these bills, but I know that Texans did not send
me to the Senate to simply vote “no.” While I will
continue to fight legislation that harms families,
the economy, or our national security, there are
plenty of issues where Republicans and Demo-
crats can work together, and I was proud to act on
those opportunities in 2021 and get critical
legislation signed into law.

After years of fighting alongside advocates in
Texas, including my friend Ms. Opal Lee of Fort
Worth, I was proud that, we succeeded in making
Juneteenth a federal holiday. For generations to
come, folks across the country will celebrate the
significance of the day Major General Gordon
Granger’s troops arrived in Galveston and de-
clared that all slaves are “forever free.”

Another new law strengthens the policies and
procedures for reporting missing service mem-
bers. The need for this legislation became clear
after the tragic murders of Spc. Vanessa Guillén,
Sgt. Elder Fernandes and other service members
across the country. Military installations are now
required to increase security and protection
protocols for reporting service members missing
or AWOL, and improve information sharing with
local, state and federal law enforcement if a
service member goes missing. This isn’t a silver
bullet, but it’s a big step toward preventing
similar tragedies in the future.

Bills to modernize and increase staffing at our
ports of entry without spending taxpayer dollars.
To ensure anyone who attacks federal officers and
employees serving abroad will be brought to
justice. To close a loophole abused by companies
fueling the opioid epidemic. To help victims of
human trafficking regain their financial indepen-
dence. All of these bipartisan bills I introduced
were signed into law last year.

Despite the partisanship that has gripped
Washington, I’ve found countless opportunities to
get things done for Texas, but a great deal of work
remains.

This past year, annual border crossings hit an
all-time high, and law enforcement, nongovern-
mental organizations, and border communities
are being overwhelmed by the scale of the hu-
manitarian crisis. The pandemic exposed vulner-
abilities in our supply chains that need to be
addressed. Families are struggling to cover high
costs at the pharmacy – even for medications that
have been available for decades. I’ve introduced
bipartisan bills aimed at these and countless
other challenges facing our country. I hope we can
make progress on those bills this year and notch
even more bipartisan wins for Texas.

In 2022, I’ll keep searching for opportunities to
reach across the aisle on legislation. I hope my
colleagues will make an effort to do the same no
matter if there’s an “R” or a “D” after their names.

Senator John Cornyn, a Republican from
Texas, is a member of the Senate Finance, Intelli-
gence, and Judiciary Committees.

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5906 Star Lane,
Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to
about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.
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CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker of NTR Metals.  Pineforest
Jewelry has been a proud member of the IJO for many
years.  See more at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY✃

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

Community

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar

Last week when I wrote my column on “Benev-
olent”, I had no idea that in just a few days, our
community would be saying “See you later” to
Brother John Brady.  On Tuesday, January 18
the sanctuary of Fellowship of the Nations was
filled with some of the lives he had touched
through the years.

John A. Brady Sr. was born on July 1, 1934 to
Edwin and Evelyn Brady in Valley Junction,
Texas. He went to be with Jesus on January 14,
2022 surrounded by family in his home in Hous-
ton, Texas at the age of 87. He attended school in
Hearne, Texas and was a 1956 graduate of Baylor
University. He accepted Christ at sixteen years
old and was called to preach. He always said God
took him from tending cows on the family ranch
to tending sheep as a shepherd. From then on, he
was known as Brother John. He pastored his first
church at eighteen years of age at Five Points
Baptist Church. While attending Baylor he
pastored Heidenheimer Baptist Church. He
moved to Houston to pastor Cottage Grove
Baptist Church. In 1960 he came to pastor
Woodforest Baptist Church on the east side of
Houston and stayed there for 48 years. He served
with the Home Mission Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention. He was proud that Woodfor-
est Baptist hosted the formation of the Southern
Baptist of Texas and he served with them also. At
retirement he became the Compassionate Care
pastor for Fellowship of the Nations. The mission
trips to Kenya were a highlight in his life. He
began the work with the Kuna Indians in the San
Blas Islands in 1959; he traveled the world
preaching the gospel.

He loved people, ministry and missions and
was an extremely knowledgeable Bible teacher.
Bro. John’s passion was preaching the gospel and
winning souls to Christ. Countless people have
accepted Christ as their Savior and have been
impacted by John Brady’s life of boldly witnessing
and sharing his testimony.

He is survived by his loving wife of 68 years,
Yvonne Scott Brady. They were childhood sweet-
hearts and shared a beautiful marriage. His pride
and joy were his family. He loved to brag on them
every chance he could. He is also survived by son
Scott Brady and wife Tricia, son Johnny Brady
and wife Lisa, daughter Lydia Grimes and
husband Randy. He was blessed with cine grand-
children as well as 17 great-grandchildren and a
host of “”spiritual children” as was evident by
glancing through the crowd on Tuesday.  Mem-
bers from Rotary Club of North Shore, as well as
North Channel Area Chamber of Commerce were
present as well as many former ESOL students
who had learned English while attending Wood-
forest Baptist Church.  Many of the men who
went into ministry as well as those who had
served alongside of him were present for the
service.

The church was filled with many people from
our community that learned to love others as well
as love the community because of the words and
actions of Brother John.  In his honor, consider a
donation to Fellowship of the Nations Missions.

Diamond Jim: “What is the
birthstone for

January?”

January’s Birthstone is Garnet

For babies born in January, the garnet is the
perfect gem to represent their birthstone. This
beautiful stone, which is most commonly red but
can be found in a range of other colors, symbolizes
peace, prosperity and good health. Some say it
even has the power to give the wearer eternal
happiness, health and wealth.

We say it’s the perfect way to start each year!

Garnet is actually the name of a group of
minerals that comes in a rainbow of colors, from
the deep red of the Pyrope garnet to the vibrant
green of Tsavorites. Some rare garnets are even
blue, colorless, or—most rare of all—change
colors in different lights. But the most common
color is a beautiful range of reds, from rust
colored to deep violet-red.

The garnet is a very durable gemstone (6.5-7.5
on the Mohs scale) found all over the world,
including Wyoming, Czech Republic, Greece,
Russia, Tanzania, Madagascar, Sri Lanka and
India.

The folklore on garnet is extensive. Legend has
it that the garnet can bring peace, prosperity and
good health to the home. Some even called it the
“Gem of Faith,” and it’s believed that to those who
wear it and do good, more good will come. (Con-
versely, it was also said to bring very bad fortune
to those who commit bad acts while wearing it.)

It is also believed that the garnet symbolizes
deep and lasting friendship. With that “legend” in
mind, give a garnet to someone whose friendship
you deeply value. No matter why or how you wear
garnet, this beautiful gemstone is perfect for
those who share January birthdays and get to
start each New Year with a sense of goodwill,
happiness, and purpose.

HOW TO BUY GARNET

If you’re looking to purchase a garnet for
yourself or a loved one, it is a great way to cele-
brate friendship, toast a 2ndwedding anniversary
or recognize the wearer’s January birthday.
When you’re ready to buy a garnet, visit a jeweler
you can trust to assist you like Pineforest Jewel-
ry. Look at how the garnet reacts under light and
check for an intense, saturated color.

Try to find a cut that spreads light evenly over
the surface of the gemstone. This will help to
bring out the overall beauty and color of the
garnet. No matter which stone or piece you
choose, remember that the garnet is known for its
durability and richness of color, so your invest-
ment will not only have great emotional value but
could be a piece that stands the test of time.

CHANNELVIEW – Constable Sherman Eagle-
ton’s Precinct 3’s Crime Interdiction Unit received
a tip regarding a possible chop shop operating out
of a warehouse in Channelview.  Deputies imme-
diately began investigating the location, gathering
enough information to conduct a formal search of
the property.

With the assistance of the HCSO Auto Theft and
District 3 Crime Reduction Unit, 5 stolen vehicles
were recovered along with numerous motors and
stripped auto parts.

Multiple suspects were charged with Engaging
in Organized Criminal Activity in this ongoing in-
vestigation.

Great work by everyone involved!

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez commented “Outstanding
work!”

Our HCSO Auto Theft, District 3 Crime Reduc-
tion Unit (CRU), and Precinct 3 Constables Office
dismantled a chop shop in East Harris County.

They recovered 5 stolen vehicles, a stolen engine
& numerous vehicle parts valued at approximate-
ly $600K!

3 suspects charged w/ Engaging in Organized
Criminal Activity & are connected to several other
chop shops.

It’s common for stolen vehicles to be taken to chop
shops to be dismantled and sold for parts. Chop
shops are a lucrative business that law enforcement
has to battle against. We’ve made proactive enforce-
ment a priority, said the Sheriff.

Chop Shop busted
in Channelview
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Let-
ters Testamentary for Docket No. 497885;
Estate of MANUEL A. VERLASCO,  De-
ceased; In Probate Court No. 4 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on JANUARY
7, 2022.

MONA LISA VELASCO

The residence address of the administra-
tor is in Harris County, Texas. The mailing
address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Rd
Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this Es-
tate which is currently being administered
are required to present them within the
time and in the manner prescribed by law.
Dated this JANUARY 13, 2022.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

HELP WANTED

Yard Maintainer
person needed. Part
time or Full time.
Highlands area. Call
281-843-2626

FOR RENT
Rental Units in
Highlands area. 1 to
2 bedroom units.
Starting at $695 all
bills paid. Call 281-
843-2626

02-2T

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Chapter 59 of the Texas Proper-

ty Code that CROSBY

BOAT, RV & MINI STORAGE, located at 15118A FM 2100, Crosby

Texas 77532, will hold

an online sale from January 24th to January 31st until 10:00

o’clock a.m., at the following link

http://wbauctioncrosby.hibid.com/auction/current to sell for cash

only the contents of Stall F-20,

Austin Bernelle; Unit B-11, Lyza Camp; Unit I-31, Jacquelyn Brown

and Unit J-6, Malik Duparl

in order to satisfy a Landlord’s Lien.  The property to be sold is

Medical Supplies,

Furniture, Folding Tables, Household items and etc.....

7 PLOTS AVAILABLE
PRIME LOCATION

STERLING-WHITE CEME-
TERY

GARDEN OF HOPE
1 Triple, 1 Double, 2 Single
$1500 Each plus transfer

TEL. 281-380-6735

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

tfn

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

$  193,868,422      $    6,021,294      $   86,476,162      $    5,877,180      $  292,243,058
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Highlands Rotary Club invites you to
our CHILI FEAST and Raffle.

Raffle Tickets are a great gift for
yourself or another.

Win a new car!  281-426-3558

The Civil Rights leader died at age
39, but his impact continues to this
day. From his most famous “I
Have a Dream” speech to his let-
ter from a Birmingham jail, his
message is truly timeless.

Martin Luther King Jr. was born
and raised in the American South,
but his dream of racial equality
and social justice reverberated out
of his region, into the whole coun-
try and around the world. And it
just wasn’t his vision that spanned
the globe.

Central to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s transformative impact
as an activist and leader — and
to his enduring legacy as a global
icon for human rights and justice
— was his deep-seated commit-
ment to speak truth to power.
From the famous “Letter from a
Birmingham Jail” to the lesser
known address “The Three Evils
of Society,” and countless other
speeches that shook this nation’s
conscience and spurred hundreds
of thousands into action, he dem-
onstrated an unfaltering belief that
truth is integral to justice.

“All we say to America is, ‘Be
true to what you said on paper,’”
Dr. King said in 1968, in the last
public address he made before he
was assassinated. “Somewhere I
read of the freedom of assembly.
Somewhere I read of freedom of
speech. Somewhere I read of the
freedom of the press. Somewhere
I read that the greatness of Amer-
ica is the right to protest for right.”
Dr. King never wavered from his
invocation that truth — regardless
of how uncomfortable it may be —
is critical to America’s ability to live
up to its stated ideals. He never
lost his faith in the power of truth,
either. As he said in his Nobel
Peace Prize acceptance speech
in 1964: “I believe that unarmed
truth and unconditional love will
have the final word in reality.”

The vision of a truly just, fair
and equal America, which Dr. King
spent his life working to build, is
still being shaped today — and we
all have a crucial role to play in its
creation.

Just before he was assassinat-
ed at the height of the civil rights
movement in the 1960s, Dr. King
demanded that America live up to
its promises. Dr. King also called
upon everyday Americans to act
in pursuit of justice. Many have
been answering that call with un-
relenting activism, organizing and
advocacy. With our democracy
hanging in the balance, however,
it is up to all of us to answer that
call. We must act in defense of the
truth. We must defend our right to
learn, teach and interrogate Black
history — which is American his-
tory — and the right of our chil-
dren and all children to know that
history. We must defend the right
to protest as a peaceful means of
giving voice to our demands and
our dissent. And we must defend

the right to vote as the bedrock of
our fragile multiracial, multi-ethnic
democracy.

1. “We are not wrong, we are
not wrong in what we are doing. If
we are wrong, the Supreme Court
of this nation is wrong. If we are
wrong, the Constitution of the Unit-
ed States is wrong. And if we are
wrong, God Almighty is wrong. If
we are wrong, Jesus of Nazareth
was merely a utopian dreamer that
never came down to Earth. If we
are wrong, justice is a lie, love has
no meaning. And we are deter-
mined here in Montgomery to work
and fight until justice runs down
like water, and righteousness like
a mighty stream.”

Address at Holt Street Baptist
Church, Montgomery, Alabama,
1955

2. “Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere.”

Letter from Birmingham Jail,
April 16, 1963

3. “The ultimate measure of a
man is not where he stands in
moments of comfort and conve-
nience, but where he stands at
times of challenge and controver-
sy. The true neighbor will risk his
position, his prestige, and even his
life for the welfare of others.”

From his 1963 book, Strength
to Love

4. “There are some things so
dear, some things so precious,
some things so eternally true, that
they are worth dying for. And I sub-
mit to you that if a man has not
discovered something that he will
die for, he isn’t fit to live.”

Speech in Detroit on June 23,
1963

5. “When we let freedom ring,
when we let it ring from every vil-
lage and every hamlet, from ev-
ery state and every city, we will be
able to speed up that day when
all of God’s children, black men
and white men, Jews and Gen-
tiles, Protestants and Catholics,
will be able to join hands and sing
in the words of the old Negro spir-
itual, ‘Free at last! Free at last!
Thank God Almighty, we are free
at last!’ “

Speech at the Lincoln Memo-
rial on August 28, 1963

6. “I believe that unarmed truth
and unconditional love will have
the final word in reality. That is why
right, temporarily defeated, is
stronger than evil triumphant.”

Nobel Peace Prize acceptance
speech, December 10, 1964

7. “We’ve been in the moun-
tain of war. We’ve been in the
mountain of violence. We’ve been
in the mountain of hatred long
enough. It is necessary to move
on now, but only by moving out of
this mountain can we move to the
promised land of justice and broth-
erhood and the Kingdom of God.
It all boils down to the fact that we
must never allow ourselves to be-
come satisfied with unattained
goals. We must always maintain

a kind of divine discontent.”
Sermon at Temple Israel of

Hollywood in June 1965
8. “When our days become

dreary with low-hovering clouds of
despair, and when our nights be-
come darker than a thousand mid-
nights, let us remember that there
is a creative force in this universe,
working to pull down the gigantic
mountains of evil, a power that is
able to make a way out of no way
and transform dark yesterdays
into bright tomorrows. Let us real-
ize the arc of the moral universe
is long but it bends toward justice.”

Address to the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference on
August 16, 1967

9. “We all have the drum ma-
jor instinct. We all want to be im-
portant, to surpass others, to
achieve distinction, to lead the
parade. ... And the great issue of
life is to harness the drum major
instinct. It is a good instinct if you
don’t distort it and pervert it. Don’t
give it up. Keep feeling the need
for being important. Keep feeling
the need for being first. But I want
you to be the first in love. I want
you to be the first in moral excel-
lence. I want you to be the first in
generosity.”

Sermon at Ebenezer Baptist
Church in Atlanta on Feb. 2, 1968

10. “Well, I don’t know what will
happen now. We’ve got some dif-
ficult days ahead. But it doesn’t
matter with me now. Because I’ve
been to the mountaintop. And I
don’t mind. Like any man, I would
like to live a long life. Longevity
has its place. But I’m not con-
cerned about that now. I just want
to do God’s will. And He’s allowed
me to go up to the mountain. And
I’ve looked over. And I’ve seen the
promised land. I may not get there
with you. But I want you to know
tonight, that we, as a people will
get to the promised land. And I’m
happy, tonight. I’m not worried
about anything. I’m not fearing any
man. Mine eyes have seen the
glory of the coming of the Lord.”

Almost every American adult
(95%) believes he was an impor-
tant figure in American history in
CBS News polling. But it wasn’t
always that way. King’s now uni-
form popularity isn’t only because
older generations died out. Peo-
ple’s minds changed. King be-
came a lot more popular among
many people who didn’t like him
when he was alive.

It’s been 27 years since former
President Ronald Reagan signed
the bill officially in 1983 acknowl-
edging Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
birthday as a national holiday to
be celebrated on the 3 rd Tues-
day of each January. A day ce-
mented to honor the life and
legacy of Dr. King and to encour-
age all Americans to volunteer for
a better community.

Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

HOLIDAY TREATSHOLIDAY TREATS
For you and for  Gif t ingFor you and for  Gif t ing

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com
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