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If someone had told
you the Cincinnati Ben-
gals would be playing in
Super Bowl 56, you might
have questioned or won-
dered what substance
they were on.

Well, the unimaginable
has happened and the
Bengals indeed are one
game away from hoisting
the Lombardi Trophy and
taking it back to the
Queen City.

Talk about a real-life
Cinderella story!

No one in his or her

right mind could have
predicted that the Ben-
gals, better known for de-
cades as the Bungals for
their poor play, would be
facing the Los Angeles
Rams in Super Bowl 56
on Sunday in SoFi Stadi-
um in LA.

Cinci was 4-11-1 in
2020 and their best play-
er, second-year quarter-
back Joe Burrow, was
coming off a serious knee
injury.

The Rams, on the other
hand, have been one of
the better teams in the
NFC since head coach
Sean McVay arrived in

2017. The Rams won the
NFC in 2018 and lost to
New England in SB 53,
13-3. After the 2020 sea-
son, when the Rams were
eliminated by Green Bay
in the division round of
the NFC playoffs, McVay
knew a change had to be
made at quarterback and
that’s when he and the
front office traded for
former Detroit Lions QB
Matthew Stafford.

Stafford became the
final piece in the puzzle
that lifted the Rams as a

Surprising Bengals take on Rams on
LA’s home turf in Super Bowl LVI

Continued. See Super
Bowl LVI, Page 7

At Cloverleaf Fire Station, From left to right: Commissioner Frank Staley, Commissioner David Proctor, Fire Chief
Edward Russell,  Hugh “Skip” Gibson, National Water Resource/Texas Regional Manager of Verisk ISO Community
Hazard Mitigation, Commissioner Larry Helgesen, Commissioner William Anders, Joel Duke, Public Protection
Classification Oversite Officer for the State Fire Marshal’s Office, Commissioner Bryan Clements, and Asst. Fire
Chief Marshall Hutton

By Allan Jamail

February 1, 2022 at
The Garden Houston
l o c a t e d  a t  1 2 0 0 1
Beamer Road in the
Sagemont Subdivision
of Houston the Sage-
mont Civic Club con-
ducted a Precinct 2
County Commission-
ers candidate forum.
The event was well at-
tended by about 200
citizens mostly voters
of Harris County Pre-
cinct 2.

Eight candidates
were invited for the
7pm forum but only
five attended. The can-
didates are on their re-
s p e c t i v e  p a r t i s a n
party’s March 1st Pri-
mary Ballot. On the
ballot are five Repub-
lican and three Demo-
crats. Those present
w e r e ,  D e m o c r a t s

Primary season underway with Pct. 2 Candidate Forum
PARTICIPANTS IN SAGEMONT CIVIC CLUB PCT 2 FORUM

DEMOCRAT JUDGE
GEORGE RISNER

REPUBLICAN
RICHARD VEGA

REPUBLICAN
JACK MORMAN

REPUBLICAN
JOHN MANLOVE

DEMOCRAT
GARY HARRISON

George Risner (Justice
of the Peace Precinct
2) and Gary Harrison
(former Harris County
Deputy Sheriff). Re-
publ icans  present
were Richard Vega,
Jack Morman (former
county commissioner)
and John Manlove

( former  Pasadena
mayor).

Those absent were,
Democrat Precinct 2
County Commissioner
Adrian Garcia, Repub-
licans Jerry Mouton
and Daniel Jason. Kay
Barbour the president
of the Sagemont  Civic

Club and Master of
Ceremonies said that
both Commissioner
Adrian Garcia and
Jerry Mouton did an-
swer the questions of
the questionnaire she
interviewed them in a
recorded session. Can-
didate Daniel Jason

did not reply to the in-
vitation.

In the beginning
candidates were given
equal time to introduce
themselves,  at  the
close they were given
the time as to state
why they thought vot-

ers should vote for
them.

T h e  c a n d i d a t e s
were asked questions
that civic club mem-
bers had sent in to the
club in advance. After
those then questions
from the audience

were allowed.
Some of the hottest

topics questioned to
each candidate were
public safety, the rais-
ing crime rates, flood-
ing and bail reform.

Several candidates
pledged to fire the new
County Administrator
which was recently
created for the first
time in Harris Coun-
ty’s history by Com-
missioners Court, this
received loud applaus-
es.

President Kay Bar-
bour announced on
February 10th at 7pm
they’ll have a Harris
County Judge candi-
date forum at  the
same location. The civ-
ic club can be contact
a t  S a g e m o n t c c
@ g m a i l . c o m .  B y
allanj211@aol.com

All Candidate Forum Photos by Allan Jamail

ESD#12 lowers fire rating
score to an ISO Class 1

Northeast Houston – On
February 1, 2022, Harris
County Emergency Servic-
es District 12 Fire Depart-
ment (Harris County ESD
12 Fire Department) an-
nounced a significant im-
provement in the Fire
Department’s Insurance
Services Office (ISO) Pub-
lic Protection Classifica-

Continued. See ESD 12 is an ISO class 1-”best of best”, Page 5

tion (PPC). The ISO clas-
sification process assesses
the readiness of local fire
departments, based on a
community’s ability to
suppress a fire.

Most Texas insurance
companies use the ISO’s
PPC when calculating in-
surance premiums for resi-
dent ia l ,  educat ional ,

commercial, and industrial
property. The improved ISO
score can lead to a reduction
in insurance premiums for
residents and businesses
within the boundaries of
Harris County ESD 12 (Dis-
trict). The ISO assigns a
Classification from 1 to 10,
with 1 being the best and 10
the worst.

By Allan Jamail

February 2, 2022 at the Sheldon
ISD home court of the C. E. King Pan-
thers the North Shore Mustangs
pulled out a 4th quarter win. After
trailing as much as 19 points in the
game the never-die Mustangs won at
the clocks final buzzer.

To start the 4th quarter the Mus-
tangs were down 30-44. They out-
scored the Panthers 31-15 in the
fourth quarter.

With less than a minute in regu-
lation Mustang Tristian Thomas hit
a big three pointer to put NS up 59-
56. But then the Panthers came back
making a three pointer to tie the
game. With 15 seconds in game North
Shore turned the ball over only to
steal it back which allowed Marcel
Dalcourt to find Tristian Thomas for
the Mustangs go ahead layup to win
the game. Leading scorer was Mus-
tangs Marcel Dalcourt with 13 points
and 6 assists.

On Saturday, February 5th the
District leader Atascocita Eagles of
Humble ISD with a 8-1 district record
came to North Shore’s court and left
with a 58 – 42 victory. Statistician
Linda Jamail, allanj211@aol.com.

#13 Mustang Senior Marcel Dalcourt
leaps high for a 2 point layup.
Photo by Allan Jamail

NS MUSTANGS WIN ONE – LOSE ONE
NS 61 – C.E. King 59 / NS 42 – Summer Creek 58

Lady Mustangs Senior Night Runaway
Game - NS 60 – C. E. King 14

2021/2022 Lady Mustangs Senior Night. Senior’s sitting upfront with family members in the background.
Photo by Linda Jamail  (MORE PHOTOS, PAGE 2)

By Allan Jamail

February 2, 2022
at the GPISD North
Shore gymnasium
the East Side’s Lady
Mustangs made their
season’s last home
game before a full
house home crowd a

scoring exhibition. It
was never a contest,
the East-Side girls of
North Shore scored
at will over their C.
E. King Panther dis-
trict opponent.

Being it was Se-
nior Night more than
a usual amount of the

Lady Mustangs fam-
ily members were
present to watch the
stampeding Lady
Mustangs.

There was a spe-
cial halftime ceremo-
n y  w h e r e  C o a c h
Allison Campbell an-
nounced the nine se-

nior’s names while
their family members
joined them on cen-
ter-court for photos.
Gifts and flower bou-
quets’ were given to
the seniors.  Linda Ja-
m a i l  s t a t i s t i c i a n ,
allanj211@aol.com.
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SHELDON ISD NEWS Lady Mustangs
Senior Night vs.
C.E. King
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lady Mustang senior forward, leading rebounder  #32 Atria
Dumas 6’3” makes two point jump shot from 15 feet.
Photo by Allan Jamail

#12 Ja’Nyla Kennedy senior forward lays up one of her many
2 point shots.
Photo by Allan Jamail

Week of
February 4, 2022

Signing Day
Tuesday, February 2 was

National Signing Day, we
celebrated  11 of our seniors
who committed to play
collegiate sports. In the
Performing Arts Center at
C.E. King High School our 11
s tudent -a th le tes  were
j o i n e d  b y  f a m i l y  a n d
classmates as they signed.
The 2022 Signing Day class
was the largest in Sheldon
ISD history

Parent
Engagement
Survey

We are conducting a
district-wide parent survey
to improve parental and
family engagement. The
survey will be available on
the district’s website at
SheldonISD.com until March
31 ,  2022 .  I f  you  have
quest ions,  contact the
district at 281-727-2096.
Our community becomes
stronger by providing a
parental engaged education
for our students

100th Day of
School

February 1st marked the
100th day of school. Across
the district, many students
celebrated in different ways
by creating posters, dressing
up and by creating original
shirts to commemorate their
100th day this semester.
There have been a few
challenges so far this year
but our administrators,
teachers and staff took on
those challenges and give
their best by meeting our
students’ needs. They truly
live out Sheldon ISD’s motto
of “Every Child, Every Day.”
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CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker of NTR Metals.  Pineforest
Jewelry has been a proud member of the IJO for many
years.  See more at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Elections

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY✃

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print Newspapers,
too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

Diamond Jim: “How old are
natural diamonds?”

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar

A cut diamond with a large violet-red
garnet inclusion

Diamonds are carried to the surface of the
earth by magma, or molten rock, which
solidifies when it draws closer to the surface.
However, the diamonds themselves are
much older than the rock that they are found
in.

Measuring age

It isn’t always possible to find out the age
of a diamond by examining it directly. A
better method is to look at tiny inclusions,
which are crystals made from other minerals
that are often found within diamonds. These
give out a slight radioactive signal that
scientists can measure to find out how old
they are. This means flawless diamonds,
that don’t have any inclusions, are very
difficult to date.

The method for determining age known as
“Carbon Dating” is, unfortunately, of little
help when it comes to diamonds. The accura-
cy of carbon dating reaches its limit when
attempting to date an item older than 60,000
years old, thus falling way short of what’s
needed for diamonds.

A garnet within a diamond

The diamond in the image above contains
a violet-red garnet. The garnet gives us a
clue to the conditions and rock types that the
diamond formed in, as scientists know the
temperature and pressure that is needed for
garnet to turn into its crystal form.

Other minerals turn into crystals at differ-
ent temperatures and different pressures.

Finding accurate information

There is some debate about how accurate
the evidence from inclusions is. Many inclu-
sions are very old and so the diamonds they
were found in may also have formed a very
long time ago. However, some scientists
think diamonds could have formed around
the inclusions more recently.

The popular consensus is that the dia-
monds we can now see and touch are be-
tween 900,000 and 3 billion years old.

Synthetic diamonds

Advances in technology mean that we can
now create synthetic diamonds and these
have increased our understanding of dia-
monds in the natural world. By working out
the conditions needed to create synthetic
diamonds, we have also learned more about
how and where real diamonds form, and
where else we might hunt for them.

“Diamond Jim” Mills

Somehow in the confusion of the past few
years, some things will happen as scheduled. In
the next few weeks, the Primary Elections will be
held. Early Voting will be held February 14 – 18.
The “actual” Election Day in Texas will be held
on Tuesday, March 1. This will be when political
parties select their candidates that will be on the
November ballot.

While this is not a Presidential Election, it is
as important if not more important, as not only
will voters elect the Governor of Texas, but also
our local County Commissioner, Justices of the
Peace, State Representatives, and others. Each
one of these elected officials and their positions
matter. People often think of the Presidential
Election making the most difference, yet if you
ask one hundred of your friends, if they have ever
talked to the President of the United States and
chances are good there would be less than five
who would have. On the other hand, if you asked
the same one hundred friends, a much larger
number would have talked to their County
Commissioner or State Representative. And if
the friends are fortunate enough to live in East
Harris County, they have probably not only
talked to them, but heard them speak at an event
in our community.

I often have young people ask how they can get
involved in the community. They want to have
influence. They want to see changes in the
community and in the laws. I have always been
someone that wants to be involved and to invite
others to come along and enjoy the journey with
me. And I know that the reason behind that is I
had some of the most incredible teachers while
attending public schools. I was amazed at the
amount of passion that James West had for
American History while teaching at North Shore
Junior High. His passion was genuine, and I did
not think it could be topped. And then, I walked
into my first day of my government class during
my senior year. Mary Lou Dillard had placed a
blank Harris County Voter Registration Applica-
tion on each desk. She explained to us that she
needed us to clearly print, with black ink, each
answer and under no circumstance should be
sign or date the application. And then, she filed
all the applications in date order of their 18th

birthday. One month prior to turning eighteen,
she gave us the application and asked us to sign
and date the application. She then mailed the
applications and we anxiously waited for our
Voter Registration Cards to arrive in the mail.
So, throughout our Senior year, we learned all
about the various elected various candidates and
then contact them, interview them, and get busy
volunteering with their campaign.

During that year, we learned not just about
the positions but also about how our lives could
help impact others. As time went by, others
influenced us to get involved as Election Workers
and Precinct Chairs. Many of us went on to
attend Senate District Conventions as well as
State and National Party Conventions. Elections
matter. If you are   not a registered voter, please
contact me. As a Volunteer Deputized Voter
Registrar, I will help you register. If you are a
Registered Voter, get involved. Have influence.

HOUSTON, Texas  — A woman may have
been robbed before being shot and killed
Saturday night, February 5, in east Harris
County, deputies say.

She was found outside Bellevue Riviera
Apartments on Normandy Street near Wood-
forest, around 1:15 a.m.

The victim was transported to a nearby
hospital where she was pronounced dead.

Harris County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez says in
a tweet the motive may have been a robbery.

No information about the shooter has been
released. Authorities ask if you have any
information, to call Crime Stoppers at 713-
222-TIPS (8477).

Woman possibly
robbed before
being shot

Crime Stoppers and the Harris County
Constable’s Office Precinct Two need the
public’s assistance identifying the suspects
responsible for a Burglary of a Vehicle.

On Tuesday, September 28, 2021, at ap-
proximately 3:00 p.m., two male suspects
burglarized a vehicle in the 11800 block of
East Freeway in Houston, Texas. During the
incident, the suspects were captured on video
surveillance in the parking lot burglarizing
vehicles. The suspects stole over $100,000 of
gold coins. The suspects fled the scene in an
unknown direction.

Crime Stoppers may pay up to $5,000 for
information leading to the charging and/or
arrest of the suspect(s) in this case. Informa-
tion may be reported by calling 713-222-TIPS
(8477), submitted online at www.crime-
stoppers.org or through the Crime Stoppers
mobile app. Only tips and calls DIRECTLY
TO Crime Stoppers are anonymous and
eligible for a cash reward.

WANTED: Suspects
who stole over
$100k in gold
coins from inside
vehicle

Houston police are investigating the
fatal crash that occurred at 10500 East
Freeway (East Interstate Highway 10)
about 3:30 a.m. on Tuesday (January 11).

The identity of the male victim, 29, is
pending notification to family members
by the Harris County Institute of Foren-
sic Sciences.

HPD Vehicular Crimes Division Ser-
geant D. Griffiths and Officer Z. Radcliffe
reported:

The victim was driving a silver Toyota
Corolla on the East Freeway when he
failed to maintain a single lane and hit
the guardrail.  The vehicle flipped and the
victim was ejected.  He was transported
to Ben Taub General Hospital where, on
Wednesday (January 12), he was pro-
nounced deceased.

The investigation is continuing.

Fatal Crash at
10500 East
Freeway

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar



Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STARPage 4 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2022

✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Two Proposed Amendments on
the May primary ballot

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

Out of the
Jungle

In my dream, the jungle
was thick and dark.

There was a river running
through it and I was on a
small raft, careening down it.
The current was flowing fast
in the center and I wanted to
steer closer to the banks, but
the jungle was filled with
monsters—prehistoric crea-
tures that roared when they
saw my little raft tumbling in
the water. I never saw them
clearly, but could sense their
large presence. They reared
their giant heads as I went by.
The branches of the trees
thrashed as they moved just
out of sight.

Then, up ahead, I saw huge
stones in the center of the riv-
er. I feared I would smash my
makeshift raft to bits. I
steered closer to the bank
until my raft was very close
to the river’s edge.

Suddenly, a huge arm
reached out of the jungle. It
was gray and covered in
scales with long claws and I
was easily within reach.

I woke with a start. Peter
was sleeping. I grabbed him.

“What’s the matter?” he
asked groggily.

I tried to explain about the
monsters that were like dino-
saurs and the river that was
flowing too fast for me to nav-
igate the rickety raft and the
rocks ahead.

“Wasn’t I there?” he asked.
“No!”
He wasn’t there. But as he

fell back to sleep, I knew he
thought he should have been.
If he had been there, we
would have evaded those
monsters. Next time, he
would make a point of being
on the raft.

Being married comes with
a lot of responsibilities they
don’t tell you about.

We are now in Mexico and,
after weeks of feeling good,
Peter’s back went out again
last night. He felt worse than
he’d ever felt before. I didn’t
know what we should do. Stay
where we were? Continue to
our destination? Return
home?

“I can’t think clearly
enough to decide. Let’s do
what you think is best,” Peter
said.

“Let’s go!” I said. We
packed up in minutes, caught
a shuttle, and headed to our
final stop, an hour and a half
away.

I explained to our driver,
Ricardo, in my childlike Span-
ish that my husband had “ter-
rible pain of the spine” and he
looked on sympathetically.

We had almost made it to
our destination when Ricardo
asked if we would like to stop
at a pharmacy. The only thing
that had helped Peter before
was a short course of steroids.
I figured it couldn’t hurt to
ask. So I launched into my
small-child Spanish again,
asking the pharmacist if it
was “possible to buy predniso-
na.”

“What strength?” she
wanted to know. “And how
much?” This was beyond my
abilities to communicate, so
she just brought out the box-
es and laid them on the
counter.

By nightfall Peter was feel-
ing a bit better, and today he
is up and cooking beans. He
will see another doctor when
we get home, because he can-
not live like this—always in
fear of monsters jumping out
of the jungle. But I am so glad
he is better today.

“I am not very good at tak-
ing care of you,” I said, be-
cause I’m not.

I have no experience car-
ing for people who are ill or
in pain. I don’t know what to
say or do. I feel helpless and
useless and frustrated—none
of which makes me much of a
Florence Nightingale.

But I was able to speak
enough Spanish to get some
help. I got our raft a little clos-
er to the center of the river
and now we are picking up
speed.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir is

called “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

TWO PROPOSED
AMENDMENTS ON MAY
BALLOT

Voters who go to the
polls for municipal and
school board elections on
May 7 will also be asked
to decide on two proposed
amendments to the Texas
Constitution.

Deputy Secretary of
State Joe Esparza drew
the ballot order last week
for the two proposed
amendments, both deal-
ing with property taxes.
The first proposition on
May’s ballot would autho-
rize the Legislature to cut
the property tax limit for
the homesteads of elderly
or disabled residents “to
reflect any statutory re-
duction from the preced-
ing tax year.”

According to
Ballotpedia.org, the mea-
sure would result in a re-
duction in revenue of
$467.5 million in the first
two years it is implement-
ed. The measure passed
unanimously in both
chambers during the sec-
ond special session.

The second proposed
amendment would in-
crease the homestead ex-
emption for school district
property taxes from
$25,000 to $40,000. That
measure, approved by the
Legislature in October in
another special session,
also passed unanimously.

State Sen. Paul Betten-
court, R-Houston, the au-
thor of the amendment,
said, “People see the need
for property tax relief,
and Texans are going to
cry out for that continu-
ously. This is a great way
to bring that home to all
of the taxpayers of Tex-
as.”

STATE SIGNS DEAL WITH
TOKYO

The state hopes to see
expanded growth from
Tokyo-based small and
medium-sized businesses
after signing a coopera-
tive agreement with the
Tokyo metropolitan gov-
ernment. The governor’s
office of Economic Devel-

opment and Tourism or-
ganized 18 local economic
development partners
across the state to provide
resources to Tokyo busi-
nesses interested in ex-
panding in Texas.

“Tokyo and Texas may
be half a world apart, but
we are closing that gap by
facilitating more invest-
ment and economic devel-
opment between our two
regions,” Gov. Greg Ab-
bott said. “I look forward
to our continued work
together as we create a
more robust partnership
and a more prosperous
economic future.”

The Texas community
partners include cities
and economic develop-
ment corporations from
throughout the state.
More than 400 Japanese
companies have opera-
tions in Texas. Japan was
the state’s sixth-largest
export destination in
2020, with more than
$9.8 billion in exported
goods, including organic
chemicals, industrial ma-
chinery, aircraft and
spacecraft, fuel and oil.

DEADLINE EXTENDED FOR
URI REIMBURSEMENT FOR
SCHOOLS

The deadline for public
school districts and char-
ter schools to seek reim-
bursement from the state
for damages caused last
year by Winter Storm Uri
has been extended to Feb.
24, the Texas Education
Agency announced. Any
district located in an area
declared a disaster after
last February’s storm can
apply for assistance for

costs not covered by in-
surance or federal disas-
ter relief.

Schools can receive
reimbursement for unin-
sured damages to facili-
ties, vehicles and
computers.

TEA has posted two
webinars explaining the
program on YouTube,
which can be found at
https://tinyurl.com/
y76tev3j

COVID-19 CASES DOWN;
ICU BEDS NEARLY FULL

While the number of
new COVID-19 cases in
Texas during the past
week dropped to 295,501
— a decrease of more
than 130,000 — the
state’s intensive care
unit beds are approach-
ing capacity once again.
The Coronavirus Re-
source Center at Johns
Hopkins University also
reported 1,212 deaths, up
nearly 25% from the pre-
vious week.

The drop in new cases
has health officials hope-
ful the omicron variant
has peaked. Hospitaliza-
tions in Texas of lab-con-
firmed cases of
COVID-19 dropped
slightly to 12,760, with
only 317 available ICU
beds in the entire state,
according to the Texas
Department of State
Health Services.

“The vast majority of
the people who are criti-
cally ill are either unvac-
cinated or have
significant comorbidi-
ties,”  Dr. James McCar-
thy, chief physician
executive at Memorial
Hermann, told the Hous-
ton Chronicle. “We are
not seeing middle-aged,
healthy, vaccinated indi-
viduals in the ICU like
we did in the previous
wave.”

A total of 16.896 mil-
lion Texans are fully vac-
cinated, according to
DSHS, which is 58% of
the state’s population. An
additional 5.85 million
Texans have received a
booster dose.

COUNTY
CONNECTION

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo

✯

A new year is a time for new beginnings, and I
know we are all ready to start fresh. Unfortunate-
ly, the COVID-19 epidemic has not slowed down
over the holidays. With the emergence of the
Omicron strain fueling the fire, a new wave of
infections are once again raising our numbers.
Hospitalizations are slowly rising and approach-
ing problematic levels, infections are spreading
rapidly across our County, and this week our
numbers have pushed our threat level back to
red. The possible exposures from travel, holiday
celebrations, and gatherings on top of the return
of children to school this week could trigger a
very difficult month ahead in terms of hospital-
izations and the strain on our medical system. It
is clear that we will be living with this virus
indefinitely.

 But here in Harris County we are not giving in
– we have more tools available and more knowl-
edge on this virus than at any previous point
during this pandemic. And we know that vaccina-
tions are the best protection for you and your
family against this virus. If there has ever been a
wake up call to get vaccinated and get your
booster, that time is now. You can find all the
information you need on how and where to get
vaccinated and your booster at readyharris.org.

 Another powerful tool we have to combat this
latest wave is testing. Our public health sites
continue to have plenty of PCR test capacity
across the county and I want to encourage anyone
who needs to get tested to visit one of these sites.
Rapid tests that are available over the counter for
home use are  also helpful, particularly when it
comes to giving parents and schools peace of mind
on whether or not students and staff are clear to
be teaching and learning. Last week, Commis-
sioners Court approved additional funding for
55,000 test kits which we will be distributing to
schools and health clinics that serve the low
income communities that need them most.

 Also this week, a state court ruled that our
local health officials do have the authority to put
reasonable measures such as mask requirements
in place to protect our community from COVID-
19, something we have been fighting for the
entirety of the pandemic. While this ruling will
likely be appealed to the Texas Supreme Court,
wearing a mask right now is simply the right
thing to do. Schools and businesses are in the
right to enforce mask requirements and policies.
So please, put the masks back on when you are in
public, regardless of your vaccination status.

 In this new year, our fight is still not over. But
we have more reasons than ever to be hopeful
that the end of COVID-19 as a major threat to our
community is near. Here’s wishing everyone a
safe and healthy 2022.

Dealing with COVID-19
in a New Year

George Floyd Sculpture
Donated to Tom Bass Park

George Floyd’s tragic death sparked a world-
wide movement against police violence in commu-
nities of color. In Harris County, we know that
the Houston native is not only a symbol, he was a
son, father, neighbor, and friend.

Last month, Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo
and Commissioners Court accepted a donation
from the Kay Davis In the Community (KDITC)
Foundation of a life-size, bronze sculpture of
George Floyd to be placed at Tom Bass Regional
Park. The sculpture is being designed and created
by Texas-based Sculptress Adrienne Rison-Isom
and is entitled “A Conversation with George.”

We look forward to visiting the statue in his
remembrance.
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The Department’s
Classification was based
on the examination of
existing structures in
the District; the Fire De-
partment’s equipment,
staffing, training, and
operation; the District’s
multiple water supply
providers’ distribution
abilities and stored wa-
ter capacity; and emer-
gency communications
provided by East Harris
County  Emergency
Communications Cen-
ter. Previously, from a
2006 ISO survey, the
Department received an
ISO Class 4. On Febru-
ary 1,  2022, Harris
County ESD 12 Fire De-
partment received a
new classification and
recognition of ISO Class
1 from Hugh “Skip” Gib-
son, National Water Re-
source/Texas Regional
Manager of Verisk ISO
Community Hazard
Mitigation and Joel
Duke, Public Protection
Classification Oversite
Officer for the State Fire
Marshal’s Office

“We are excited and
extremely pleased to see
the Harris County ESD
12 Fire Department has
improved from a Class 4
to Class 1,” said Harris
County ESD 12 Com-
missioner and ESD
Board President Will-
iam Anders. Commis-
sioner David Proctor
stated, “Initially, being
from the insurance in-
dustry, I believed Fire
Chief Russell’s Strategic
Plan goal to achieve an
ISO Class 1 within a cer-
tain time period was ag-
gressive, however, I was
also aware the ISO team
consisting of himself

and Assistant Chief
Hutton, was committed
to get the job done.”

Harris County ESD 12
Fire Department now
ranks in the top 1% of all
rated fire departments
nationwide and ranks in
the top 2.5% of all rated
fire departments in Tex-
as.

Fire Chief Edward
Russell stated, “I am
proud of the professional-
ism and commitment of
the Harris County ESD
12 Commissioners, and
Members that make up
this  department . ”
“Achieving an ISO Class
1, clearly indicates our
Commissioners and
Members are committed
to providing the best fire
protection service to the
residents and visitors of
Harris County ESD 12.”
“Our Commissioners and
Members are now part of
an elite 1% group of “Best
of the Best,” fire depart-
ments in the Nation.”

ESD 12 is an ISO Class 1- “Best of Best”
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A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

HELP WANTED

Yard Maintainer
person needed. Part
time or Full time.
Highlands area. Call
281-843-2626

FOR RENT
Rental Units in
Highlands area. 1 to
2 bedroom units.
Starting at $695 all
bills paid. Call 281-
843-2626

SMALL ADS
Bring

BIG RE-
SULTS

Classified
ADS

713-266-
3444

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Application has been
made with the Texas

Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission for a Beer License

/ BG License by Rosa
Maria DeLaVega dba Jags
Icehouse, to be located at
507 Dell Dale in Channel-
view, Tx, County of Harris.
Officers of said corporation
are Rosa Maria DeLaVega

(owner).
05-2T

LEGAL NOTICES APPEAR
IN THE HIGHLANDS STAR

CROSBY COURIER,
AND THE NORTH
CHANNEL STAR.

CALL 713-266-3444

FOR RENT

Rental - Crosby House  3
bedroom, 1and1/2 bath

Nice fenced yard and carport
and screened in back porch.

$1100 monthly, $1100 deposit,
tenant pays all bills.

Year lease, close to Hwy 90.
281-705-9640

05-2T

FOR RENT HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

05-2T

2 ADJOINING PLOTS IN GARDEN
OF MARK AT STERLING WHITE
CEMETERY IN HIGHLANDS, TX.
VALUED AT $6,600 FOR BOTH,
PLUS $475 DEED TRANSFER.

ASKING TOTAL OF $4,500. CASH
ONLY FOR BOTH, PLUS $475

DEED TRANSFER. CALL JERRY
MCGHEE AT 903-286-3407.

7 PLOTS AVAILABLE
PRIME LOCATION
STERLING-WHITE

CEMETERY
GARDEN OF HOPE

1 Triple, 1 Double, 2 Single
$1500 Each plus transfer

TEL. 281-380-6735

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

tfn

Application has been

made with the Texas

Alcoholic Beverage

Commission for a Package

Store Permit (P) by

Poppin Bottles The Liquor

Store and More Company

LLP, to be located at

11102 East Freeway, Suite

B, Houston, Tx, County of

Harris. Officers of said

Limited Liability

Partnership are DaVaunte

Cormier (Limited Partner)

and  Jazmine Marshall

(General Partner).

06-2T
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 serious Super Bowl
contender. The Rams
have been loaded on of-
fense but lacked a quar-
terback who could throw
the long ball and Stafford
can do just that.

In his first year with
the Rams, Stafford threw
for 4,886 yards and 41
touchdowns. In the play-
offs, he’s passed for 945
yards and six TDs in
three games (the first
three playoff games
Stafford has ever won as
a starting QB. He was 0-3
as a Lion). It has helped
to have this year’s best
wide receiver in Cooper
Kupp, who has had an
amazing year with 145
receptions for 1,947 yards
and 16 touchdowns. Kupp
has continued his amaz-
ing season in the playoffs
with 25 receptions for 357
yards and four TDs.

The Rams front office
shored up the passing
game when it signed
former Browns wide re-
ceiver Odell Beckham pri-
or to Week 10 after
Beckham wore out his
welcome in Cleveland and
was released by the
Browns. Beckham has
found new life in LA,
catching 27 passes for 305
yards and five TDs. In the
playoffs, Beckham has 19
receptions for 236 yards
and a score.

While Stafford has had
a solid 12-year career,
Burrow entered the 2021
season with a lot of ques-
tion marks. Would his
knee hold up, would his
offensive line give him
the protection he needed
to make plays down field
and would 2021 first-
round pick (fifth overall)
Ja’Marr Chase prove to
the doubters that he can
play at the pro level. The
answers to those ques-
tions are, yes, somewhat

and yes.
Burrow came back

from the injury with
4,611 passing yards and
34 touchdowns and in his
first three playoff games,
he’s thrown for another
842 yards and 4 TDs.
Chase had a remarkable
rookie season, hauling in
81 catches for 1,455 yards
and 13 TDs. Chase has
been solid in the playoffs
with 20 receptions for 279
yards and one score, but
don’t be surprised if he
has a big night on the
game’s biggest stage on
Sunday.

Burrow has also bene-
fited from a solid run
game led by Joe Mixon,
who had a breakout sea-
son with 1,205 yards and
16 total touchdowns. Mix-
on could be a key player
in the Super Bowl on both
the ground and in the
passing game.

Chase isn’t a one-man
receiving corps. Fellow
wide out Tee Higgins (74
receptions, 1,091 yards, 6
TDs) had a big day in the
Cinci’s 27-24 upset of
Kansas City in the AFC
title game with six catch-
es for 103 yards. Look for
Higgins to have another
big game against a solid
Rams secondary.

The Bengals also have
a big advantage in the
kicking game thanks to

rookie kicker Evan
McPherson. The rookie
out of Florida has made
12 field goals in post-sea-
son play, which is an NFL
playoff record. He’s hit
three field goals from
more than 50 yards, and
kicked the Bengals into
the Super Bowl with a
last-second game-winning
field goal to upset the top
seeded Tennessee Titans
in the division round and
his 31-yarder in overtime
sent the Bengals to the
Super Bowl, where they
will face a Rams team
that badly wants to win
its second Lombardi.

The Rams will be play-
ing in their fourth Super
Bowl, while the Bengals
will be playing in their
third. Cinci hasn’t been to
the Big Game since it lost
20-16 in the waning sec-
onds in the 1989 game
when Joe Montana con-
nected with wide receiver
John Taylor to deny the
Bengals a chance at the
franchises biggest ever
victory.

While the Rams appear
to be the better team on
paper, that won’t phase
the Bengals. They over-
came a 10-point deficit in
the second half at Ten-
nessee to upset the Ti-
tans, and were down 18
points (21-3) at Kansas
City before rallying for

the OT win. Cinci closed
the gap to 21-10 late in
the second quarter and
the Chiefs could have
made it 24-10 at the half,
but QB Patrick Mahomes
foolishly tried for one
more TD with five sec-
onds left and no timeouts.
His pass to Tyreek Hill
was stopped short of the
goal line and the Bengals
snatched momentum
heading into the second
half.

When they came out
for the second half, the
Burrow led them to 21
straight points and a 24-
21 lead before KC tied it
at the end of regulation.

In OT, the Bengals
picked off Mahomes and
Burrow and Mixon drove
them into position for
McPherson to kick the
game winner.

The Rams also had to
rally in the second half to
earn a trip to the Big
Game. LA trailed San
Francisco 17-7 in the
fourth quarter, but
Stafford, Kupp and Beck-
ham rallied the Rams to a
13-point fourth quarter
and a trip to the Super
Bowl.

While the Rams will be
the second straight team
to host the SB in their
home stadium (Tampa
Bay hosted at their place
last year), ironically they

will be the visiting team
and the Bengals will be
the home team.

I’m sure the Rams and
their fans could care less
about that. They are just
happy to be playing for a
shot at their second Lom-
bardi Trophy.

Should the Rams win,
McVay would become the
youngest head coach to
ever win a Super Bowl
(Pittsburgh’s Mike Tom-
lin currently holds that
distinction).

This game will also
match two former overall
No. 1 picks, as Stafford
was taken No. 1 out of
Georgia in 2009, while
Burrow was take first
overall out of LSU in
2020.

Should Burrow and the
Bengals win, Burrow
would become the first-
ever quarterback to win
the Heisman Trophy, a
national championship in
college and a Super Bowl
and he would have com-
pleted the trifecta in just
two years. Pretty amaz-
ing.

This should be a com-
petitive game, but the key
could be how well the
Cinci offensive line holds
up against a Rams front
seven that features two
very good pass rushers in
defensive tackle Aaron
Donald (a three-time NFL
Defensive Player of the
Year) and edge rusher
Von Miller, who was ac-
quired from the Broncos
by the Rams at the trade
deadline. In the Bengals
win at Tennessee, Burrow
was sacked nine times,
but the OL held up better
against the Chiefs, allow-
ing just one sack. The
Bengals coaching staff
will have an extra week
to come up with a scheme
to show down the Rams
pass rush because if they

don’t Burrow could be in
for a long and bruising
day.

While the Rams have
been more of a passing
team than a running
team, look for second-year
running back Cam Akers
to play a big role in this
game. Akers suffered an
Achilles injury in July,
but amazingly worked his
way back to play in the
final game of the season
and the first three playoff
games. Akers can be a
difference maker with his
speed, but has turnover
issues. He fumbled twice
in the Rams win over
Tampa Bay, but McVay
hasn’t given up on the
talented second-year man
out of Florida State.

If this game is close
late, and the Bengals
have the ball, McPherson
could certainly win it for
the Bengals. The big
stage does not seem to
faze the confident kicker.

Nor is the stage to big
for Burrow. They don’t
call him Cool Joe for noth-
ing. I don’t see this as too
big of a stage for him and
he just might come out
slinging it all over the
field to keep the Rams
defense on its heels.

While I love the Ben-
gals story, I think
Stafford will be the differ-
ence maker in this game.
He’s waited 13 years for
this day and at the end of
it, he will be called a Su-
per Bowl winning quar-
terback.

Look for Stafford and
Kupp to have a big day
against a Cinci secondary
that can be thrown on as
the Rams celebrate by
lifting the Lombardi Tro-
phy on their home field.
My pick, Los Angeles
Rams 33, Cincinnati
Bengals 30

Surprising Bengals take on Rams on LA’s home turf in Super Bowl LVI
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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