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New Initiatives to fight Crime

HOUSTON -  Mayor
Sylvester Turner has an-
nounced “One Safe Hous-
ton: the Mayor’s Public
Safety Initiative to Com-
bat Violent Crime,” which
focuses on four key areas:

--Violence Reduction
and Crime Prevention

--Crisis Intervention,
Response and Recovery

--Youth Outreach Op-
portunities

--Key Community Part-
nerships.

The plan outlines a com-
mitment to put more offic-
ers on the streets through
overtime and cadet class-
es and creates a $1 million
gun buyback program. It
also provides $1.5 million
in additional funding to
the Houston Forensic Sci-
ence Center to address
backlogs and funds domes-
tic violence programs with
an additional $3 million to
provide more services for
survivors and prevention
efforts.

“This plan represents a
holistic approach to com-
batting violent crime on
the streets while being re-
sponsive to the needs of
v i c t ims  and  bui ld ing
healthier communities in

HARRIS COUNTY –
County Judge Lina Hidal-
go and Precinct 2 Commis-
s ioner  Adrian Garcia
announced a Major Crime
Prevention and Neighbor-
hood Safety Initiative.

The Proposed $50 mil-
lion smart on crime pro-
gram is to target areas
with high rates of violent
crime driven by gun vio-
lence.

Judge Lina Hidalgo  re-
vealed details of the new
$50 million proposal to
prevent violent crime and
improve neighborhood
safety across Harris Coun-
ty.  The new initiative will
target distressed county
neighborhoods  where
blight and neglect are driv-
ing violent crime. The pro-
gram will improve street
lighting, sidewalks, and
visibility in residential ar-
eas, address longstanding
blighted and abandoned
structures, restore vacant
lots, and implement other
improvements shown to
enhance public safety.

During Judge Hidalgo’s
tenure, commissioners
court has increased the
law enforcement budgets
for every law enforcement

Harris County allocates $50mil for
“Clean Streets, Safe Neighborhoods”

Judge Lina Hidalgo with Sheriff’s deputies to announce
the new “Clean Streets, Safe Neighborhoods” program.

agency, including the dis-
trict attorney’s office, by
13% since 2019.  This
brings the total funding for
law enforcement in fiscal
year 2022 alone to $966
million.
CLEAN STREETS, SAFE
NEIGHBORHOODS
PROGRAM
By Judge Lina Hidalgo

Harr i s  County  has
passed a new $50 million
Clean Streets, Safe Neigh-
borhoods program: a crime
prevention and neighbor-
hood safety program that
uses data to target county
neighborhoods where de-

cay and abandonment are
driving violent crime. The
program will  improve
street lighting, sidewalks,
and visibility in residential
areas, address longstand-
ing blighted and aban-
doned structures, restore
vacant lots, and imple-
ment other improvements
shown to enhance public
safety. We know this ap-
proach works due to stud-
ies by the Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), the Man

Continued. See County
Crime Program, page 8

Houston Mayor announces
$44 million “One Safe Houston”

the process,” said Mayor
Turner. “Law enforcement
efforts alone will not suffi-
ciently address the symp-
toms of crime. We are faced
with a public health crisis,
and it will require all of us,
working together to over-
come it.”

Mayor Turner also an-
nounced:

--$2.5 million for the
implementation of the
CURE Violence program
in targeted communities.
The Cure Violence model
trains and deploys out-
reach workers and violence
interrupters to mitigate
conflict on the street before
it turns violent. T

--Increased support for
the Community Re-Entry

Network Program. The
program helps formerly
incarcerated individuals
with successful communi-
ty reintegration including
workforce development,
mental and behavioral
health resources and hous-
ing and other basic needs
referrals and resources.
Reducing recidivism is
critical for increasing long-
term public health and
safety and lowering correc-
tions costs. The proposed
$1 million dollar increase
will allow a 50% increase
in participants to grow
from 500 to 750 annually.

--A proposed ordinance

Continued. See Mayor’s
Crime Initiative, P. 8

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner announces “One Safe
Houston” at a news conference last week.
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North Shore Rotary
Club is holding their 47th
Annual  Cat f i sh  F ry  &
Crawfish Boil, Raffle, and
Live and Silent Auctions
on Saturday, May 14 at
the Rotary Pavilion on
Wallisville..

Tickets are $100 each,
and include 2 meals and
a chance in the Raffle.
They are available now
from al l  North Shore
Rotar ians ,  and many
businesses.

Grand Pr ize in the
Raf f le i s  a new 2022
Toyota car or truck. There
are also 20 additional
prizes, plus a delicious
Fish Fry platter.

NS Rotary
FISH FRY
May 14th

Local woman to head March of Dimes drive
Houston, TX – HCA

Houston Healthcare and
March of Dimes (MOD)
Houston announces the
appointment of Jeanna
Bamburg as chair of the
2022 Houston March for
Babies: A Mother of a
Movement™.

“Jeanna is a longtime
supporter of March for
Babies and will focus her
efforts to raise awareness
and critical funds for
March of Dimes,” said
Jen Torres, MOD senior
executive director. “We
are thrilled that she has
accepted this opportuni-
ty to lead our local move-
ment to make America a
more equitable place and
ensure that every mom
and baby is healthy.”

Bamburg is CEO of
HCA Houston Healthcare
Southeast, located in Pas-

adena, well known for its
obstetrics and midwifery
services. She is asking lo-
cal businesses and com-
munity members to join
her and HCA Houston
Healthcare in supporting
March for Babies. “The
number of babies born
preterm here in Texas
and nationwide is stag-
gering,” said Bamburg.
“By joining this move-
ment, individuals and
groups can take action to
help ensure March of
Dimes can continue the
vital research, programs
and advocacy that allow
moms and babies to get
the best possible start.”

Each day in the Unit-
ed States, one woman
dies every 12 hours from
pregnancy-related caus-
es, and 1 in 10 babies is
born too soon. “Although

we see thousands of
healthy babies born each
year in the greater Hous-
ton area, we also see
thousands of babies who
need life-saving treat-
ments in our neonatal
ICUs. The work of the
March of Dimes is unpar-
alleled in what they do for
moms and babies, and
I’m so proud to be a part
of this important work
that affects so many
lives,” Bamburg added.

Houston March for Ba-
bies: A Mother of a Move-
ment™ is back in-person
and  wi l l  be  he ld  a t
8:00am, Sunday, April
24, 2022, at the Univer-
sity of Houston, 4800 Cal-
h o u n  R o a d .  V i s i t
marchforbabies.org for
more information, to do-
nate and start or join a
team.

A native of Highlands, and the North Channel area, Jeanna
Bamburg is the CEO of HCA Houston Healthcare Southeast.
Formerly she headed the HCA East Houston Hospital on
the East Freeway. She will head the “March for Babies: A
Mother of a Moverment™” drive of the Houston March of
Dimes organization.

NORTH SHORE ADVANCES IN
PLAYOFF OVER CLEAR BROOK

Senior #11 Makenzie Paul
leaps airborne for a basket
scoring 10 points. Photo by
Allan Jamail

Lady Mustangs 68 – Wolverines 64

 Leading scorer #1 junior guard Shalayne
Morgan makes one of her 18 points.
Photo by Allan Jamail

By Allan Jamail

February 17, 2022 6pm at the neutral
court at the Pasadena Memorial Gym the
GPISD North Shore Lady Mustangs edged
out the Clear Brook Wolverines in overtime
for the Area Finals Round (2nd playoff
game).

This game from the beginning tip-off was
a barnburner till the final second in over-
time. The Wolverines looked early on as the
winner having led by 12 points at one time.
The Eastside Lady Mustangs never gave up
and clawed back several times to tie the
game and sometimes have a 2 or 3 point
lead.

The lead in the game changed back and

forth all the way into the
final minutes of regulation
play. Clear Brook had a 2
point lead with 4 seconds
60 to 58 on the clock. The
Lady Mustangs quickly
got the ball down court
and tied the game sending
it into a four minute over-
time period 60 – 60.

The overtime period
was no different with the
lead changing back and
forth and suddenly the
Eastside girls began a no-
ticeable fierce defensive
attack, stealing the ball

away before the Clear
Brook girls could score and
driving down for scores.

The game ended with
North Shore advancing
into the Quarterfinals
against Pearland, Tues-
day, February 22, 2022 at
the neutral court of Pasa-
dena Sam Rayburn High
school. Linda Jamail, Stat-
i s t i c i a n .
Allanj211@aol.com

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 5
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GALENA PARK ISD
NEWS

SHELDON ISD NEWS

At the February 14th Board of Trustees meeting, Galena Park ISD
recognized the North Shore Mustangs Varsity Football Team for defeat-
ing the Duncanville Panthers on December 18, 2021, to win the 2021
UIL Texas Football 6A Division 1 State Championship. This is North
Shore’s third state championship in four years and fifth state champion-
ship overall.

A certificate was presented to Athletic Director, Vivian Dancy, Assis-
tant Athletic Director, Kae Walker, Head Football Coach, Jon Kay, coach-
ing staff, athletic trainers, ball runners, and each Senior player and
trainer on behalf of the Board of Trustees and Dr. John Moore, Superin-
tendent of Schools.

Congratulations to the Mustangs!

CHANNELVIEW ISD
NEWS

February 17, 2022— Barrett-Lee Early Childhood Center Principal
Emily Laird and Channelview High School Principal Robert Laird have
been announced as the 2021-2022 Elementary and Secondary Principals
of the  year.

Ms. Laird became the Barrett-Lee ECC principal in 2017. Before be-
coming principal she was the campus assistant principal. Mrs. Laird is a
Channelview High School graduate and her entire education career has
been in CISD. She obtained her Bachelor of Science from Sam Houston
State University and her Master’s in Educational Management from the
University of Houston-Clear Lake.

“Mrs. Laird’s leadership skills are evident by the smiles you see when
you step foot on her campus,” said Channelview ISD Superintendent Dr.
Tory C. Hill. “She is the first principal that our families and students
will encounter and we are fortunate for that, because she is extraordi-
nary.”

The Secondary Principal of The Year title goes to Principal Robert
Laird. Mr. Laird has been in education for 20 years and was an assistant
principal at CHS before being promoted to principal in 2017. He earned
a Bachelor of Science in Agriculture Science from Sam Houston State
University, a Master’s in Educational Leadership from the University of
Houston-Clear Lake, and a Superintendent’s Certification from Sam
Houston State University. Mr. Laird was raised in Channelview and went
to school here, kindergarten through 12th grade, graduating in 1995.

“Mr. Laird has been instrumental in building success among students
at Channelview High School,” said Dr. Hill. “The high school has been
through many renovations these last few years thanks to the 2019 bond
and Mr. Laird hasn’t missed a beat. He is a very hands-on principal and
our high school students are in good hands with him as their leader.”

Channelview ISD Announces Principals
Of The Year

Congratulations to Irene Benzor and Dr. Joe Coleman for being named
Galena Park ISD (GPISD) 2022 Elementary and Secondary Principal of
the Year!

Mrs. Benzor has served as the principal of Normandy Crossing Ele-
mentary School for eight years, and Dr. Coleman has served as the prin-
cipal of North Shore Senior High School for 10 years.

GPISD would like to congratulate Mrs. Benzor and Dr. Coleman and
to thank them for their hard work and dedication.

Principle of the Year

National Counselors Week
This week we celebrated National Counselors week by acknowledging our counselors on

each level. Early Learning Center counselors work with students and families to help stu-
dents develop academically, socially, and emotionally as they enter into the school system.
Our elementary counselors serve as student advocates and assist parents and students in
seeking solutions to social, emotional and academic topics. High School and Middle School
counselors provide social and emotional development as well as managing academics and
graduation plans in preparation for graduation and life after high school. We celebrated by
making posts on social media thanking all of our counselors on each campus and the commu-
nity’s response was overwhelming and heartwarming.

HAASBE Award
The HAABSE Teacher Award and Recognition Ceremony honors teachers from all over

the Houston area that exhibit excellence in and outside of the classroom. There is an ongoing
need for recognizing those who are dedicated to the educational process. Therefore, HAABSE
remains committed to ensuring that teachers gain recognition for outstanding achievements
by also selecting a Secondary and El-
ementary HAABSE Teacher of the
Year from the teachers nominated
by their campuses and awarding
cash prizes. HAABSE also has the
privilege of awarding scholarships to
graduating high school seniors who
plan to enter the field of education.
King High School senior, Tavious
Mattox, was awarded a $1,500 schol-
arship. I am so proud of our teach-
ers who were nominated and
recognized for their outstanding
work. To view the event go to
haabse.org to see the virtual record-
ing.

Parent Engagement Survey
We are conducting a district-wide parent survey to improve parental and family engage-

ment. The survey will be available on the district’s website at SheldonISD.com until March
31, 2022. If you have questions, contact the district at 281-727-2096. Our community be-
comes stronger by providing a parental engaged education for our students

#SheldonSpirit Challenge
C.E. King Highschool is participating in the #SheldonSpirit challenge in Mrs. Langley’s

floral design class! The students collaborated with our 18+ students to teach them how to
make a bud vase arrangement. You can join the challenge by using #SheldonSpirit and tag-
ging us @SheldonISD on Facebook and Twitter or @SheldonISDtx on Instagram. Sheldon
ISD has a year-long challenge for the community. Let’s partner together to show school pride,
unity and foster good relationships with the community by taking over our social media chan-
nels using #SheldonSpirit.

GP ISD recognized the North Shore Mus-
tangs Varsity Football Team
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CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY✃

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print Newspapers,
too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

Follow us on
Facebook.

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar

Genuine
Nobody wants to spend their hard-earned

money to purchase something only to find out the
item is fake. It does not matter if it is a designer
purse or a piece of jewelry, or even some type of
food. People say that imitation is the sincerest
form of flattery, yet not if it was presented to you
as the real thing and turned out to be fake.

The number of vehicles on the road with paper
license plates has increased tremendously since
the beginning of the pandemic. Part of the reason
was with the issuing agency was closed or only
offered limited hours to help the public. And like
too many other things, those who wanted to do
wrong went out of their way to make a profit
selling illegal paper tags. Too often those who are
out to make a quick dollar, are the first to do
something illegal. It is truly a disgrace that
anyone would want to take someone’s money and
provide a fake item.

How are these who are selling fake license tags
able to get away with it? Perhaps understanding
the concept of supply and demand will help
understand. Many people needed a way to keep
driving even though they could not wait for the
vehicle registration office to open. Many of the
plates were purchased by people who could not
afford to purchase the mandatory liability insur-
ance, during a time when many people were
forced to stay home as their employers had closed
or were limiting the number of how they were
scheduling employees. Suddenly with children at
home, many times one parent had to stay home
with the children and incomes were drastically
affected.

We have also heard about the rise in crime and
the number of law enforcement agencies that are
stretched to their physical capabilities.

In just the past five months, our community
has seen too many deaths and too many senseless
shootings. All it takes is a glance at social media
or a few minutes of watching the news and your
heart sinks. If you talk to many people, you notice
that there seems to be a sadness that is hovering
over the community.

We need to get back to basics and think about
what is important. We need to make a list of what
matters most to us. We need to eliminate the
things that really do not matter. We need to get
serious and be real with ourselves and the people
in our lives. We need to eliminate the stressors
and think about things that matter.

Perhaps if we set the example, others will
follow. If we take the time to be genuine about the
things that matter most, we will soon realize that
we are being genuine about the other things that
matter. In doing so, we will make an impact on
our families and the others around us.

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker of NTR Metals.  Pineforest
Jewelry has been a proud member of the IJO for many
years.  See more at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim: “Are there
gems more valuable

than diamond?”

Picture courtesy of INSTORE Magazine

This remarkable gem is 50,000 TIMES RARER
than diamond, 1,000 times more valuable than
gold … and they gave it a name that sounds like
something on 7-11’s menu. Sheesh! Thankfully,
the CIBJO recommends you use a much more
prosaic appellation, although it’s not uncommon
for many traders to casually refer to it as “scarlet
emerald” in a nod to its illustrious cousin. (The
CIBJO, The World Jewelry Confederation,
represents the interests of all individuals, organi-
zations and companies earning their livelihoods
from jewelry, gemstones and precious metals,
covering the entire industry from mine to market-
place in the various production, manufacturing,
trading, and retail stores.)

In gem-grade quality, it can be found at being
commercially mined in one place: Utah’s Wah
Wah Mountains, a delightful wilderness where
convenience stores are nearly as hard to find as
the gem is. “Scarlet Emerald” is a market name
for Red Beryl, which is not related to Emeralds
but still belongs to the same mineral family.

Red beryl (aka bixbite, “red emerald,” or
“scarlet emerald”) was first described in 1904,
and while it is closely related on a chemical level
to both emerald and aquamarine, it is consider-
ably rarer than both. (The mineral’s red color is
due to the presence of Mn3+ ions.)

The mineral’s known distribution is limited to
Utah (gem quality) and parts of New Mexico (non-
gem quality) and has proven exceptionally
difficult to mine in an economically feasible
fashion. As a result, some published estimates
say rubies of similar quality (rubies being a rare
gem, themselves), are roughly 8000 times more
plentiful than any given red beryl specimen.

Credit to “The Diamond Authority” and “IN-
STORE Magazine” for some of the content in this
article

A picture containing pink Description
automatically generated

HOUSTON- Houston fire department reports
that on Saturday, Feb. 12 at about 9:00 pm firefight-
ers arrived on scene to find a house on fire and made
entry through the garage, making an offensive at-
tack. They protected nearby exposures and conduct-
ed a primary search as conditions permitted. A
chimney collapse occurred, and firefighters switched
to a defensive attack using aerial operations. The
fire started at around 9:30pm. in the 16300 block of
Camden Cove Lane. The fire was extinguished, and
a secondary search was completed.

Damage to the home was estimated at $385,000
and almost a complete loss. Residents and neighbors
complained that the area did not have fire hydrants,
and a fire department water truck was very late in
arriving to help fight the fire.

Officials say a couple was inside the home watch-
ing TV with a firepit flaming outside at Camden
Cove Lane. A firefighter was injured by falling de-
bris and was evaluated and treated on scene. HFD
Arson investigators were requested to determine
the cause and origin of the fire. Firefighters from
Stations 23, 45, 64, 32, 53, 56, 65, 105 responded.

HOUSTON – An Uber driver is accused of assault-
ing a 73-year-old passenger who asked her to stop
texting and driving while traveling on the Northwest
Freeway, according to deputies with Constable Mark
Herman’s Office.

Naponica Brooks has
been charged with injury to
an elderly person.

On Valentine’s Day,
Brooks picked up the eld-
erly woman and while they
were traveling to the des-
tination, the woman asked
Brooks to not text and
drive after she almost
struck another vehicle on
the freeway, deputies said.

Brooks became angry
and pulled into a parking
lot. She demanded the
woman get out of her vehicle then grabbed her purse
and threw it. She then grabbed the woman by the
arm and yanked her out, deputies said.

The victim tried to call 911 but Brooks allegedly
grabbed her phone and threw it on the ground before
driving off.

According to investigators, a witness who saw the
assault called authorities and gave them the Uber
driver’s license plate number. Surveillance video also
captured the incident.

During the investigation, it was revealed that
Brooks was also recently charged in an aggravated
assault with a deadly weapon case with the Baytown
Police Department. That incident happened in early
February.

The Suspect also is wanted for Aggravated assault
with deadly weapon. Anyone with information on
Brooks’ whereabouts is asked to call Constable Mark
Herman’s Office or local law enforcement.

Uber driver accused of
assaulting 73-year-old
passenger

Firefighter injured in House
Fire in the Summerwood Area

Naponica Brooks
Uber Driver

Lunch $12.49  Dinner $14.49
SUN-THU: 11am - 9:30pm

FRI-SAT: 11am-10pm

COMPLETE SELECTION FRESHCOMPLETE SELECTION FRESH
AND DELICIOUSAND DELICIOUS

LOCATED ON I-10 EAST FREEWAYLOCATED ON I-10 EAST FREEWAY
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NEXT TO TINSELTOWN THEATERNEXT TO TINSELTOWN THEATER
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SIGNATURE DISHES: CAJUN CRAWFISH, FRIED
BLUE CRAB, BBQ RIBS, COCONUT SHRIMP,

(FROGS LEGS, FRESH RAW OYSTERS Sat-Sun)
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders
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Mail-in ballots applications
rejected at high rate

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

“Listenin to
the Bells”

MAIL-IN BALLOT
APPLICATIONS REJECTED AT
HIGH RATE

Mail-in ballot applications
for the March 1 primary are
being rejected by almost 40%
— largely because of a miss-
ing ID number, which is now
required after a new voting
bill passed the Legislature
last year.

T h e H o u s t o n
Chronicle reported that near-
ly four in 10 Harris County
mail ballot applications had
been rejected as of last week.
Early voting began Feb. 14,
and the deadline for mail bal-
lot requests is Feb. 18.

Other counties across Tex-
as also reported high rejection
rates, including Travis, Will-
iamson, Hays and Bastrop
counties, the Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman reported.
Those seeking to vote by mail
must include a driver’s li-
cense number, a state ID
number, or in some cases the
last four digits of their Social
Security number. If what the
applicant provides doesn’t
match the applicant’s individ-
ual voter registration infor-
mation, the application must
be rejected.

Texas has one of the strict-
est vote-by-mail require-
m e n t s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .
Registered voters are eligible
to vote by mail if they are 65
years or older; sick or dis-
abled; out of the county on
election day and during the
early voting period; expected
to give birth within three
weeks before or after election
day; or confined in jail but
otherwise eligible.

Early voting continues
through Feb. 25.

DROUGHT CONDITIONS
IMPROVE SLIGHTLY

The latest drought map for
the state shows a slight im-
provement as of Feb. 1, with
84% of the state experiencing
some level of drought, down
three percentage points from
the previous month. Dr. Mark
Wentzel, hydrologist with
the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board, said there were
some improvements in the
last month, mainly in East
Texas. Additional rainfall in

early February, mainly in
East Texas and Central Tex-
as, should improve conditions
by the next report in March.

Wide swaths of the Pan-
handle and the Great Plains
are experiencing the worst
drought conditions.

TEXAS TOP EXPORTING
STATE FOR 20TH YEAR

Data released last week by
the U.S. Census Bureau
showed Texas as the top ex-
porting state in the nation for
the 20th consecutive year.
The state exported $375.3 bil-
lion in goods last year, more
than California and New
York combined. The state also
led the nation in tech exports
for the ninth year in a row.

“Made in Texas is a pow-
erful global brand, and the
Lone Star State continues to
dominate the nation in ex-
ports, thanks to our unrivaled
and productive workforce, ro-
bust infrastructure and wel-
c o m i n g  b u s i n e s s
environment,” Gov. Greg
Abbott said.

FUNDING AVAILABLE FOR
CLEAN SCHOOL BUS
PROGRAM

An estimated $13 million
in grant funding is available
under the Texas Clean School
Bus Program to replace or ret-
rofit school buses to reduce
exposure to their diesel ex-
haust. The Texas Commis-
s i on  on  Env i ronmenta l
Quality is accepting applica-
tions from school districts
statewide.

Grants are given on a first-
come, first-served basis. Dis-

tricts can be reimbursed for
all of the costs to retrofit bus-
es, or 80% of the costs to re-
place older buses with newer,
cleaner models, according
to TCEQ.

Only buses used daily are
eligible. While the deadline is
in October, funding typically
runs out when enough appli-
cations are received. More in-
formation can be  found
at www.terpgrants.org.

POWER GENERATORS UNDER
INCREASED SCRUTINY

During early February’s
winter storm, the state’s elec-
trical grid withstood in-
creased demand, with few
outages reported. Regulators
are crediting increased in-
spections by the Electric Re-
liability Council of Texas
during December.

T h e  D a l l a s  M o r n i n g
News reports ERCOT in-
spected 324 generators and
transmission systems in De-
cember; the Public Utility
Commission handed down
$7.5 million in fines for com-
panies not filing weatheriza-
tion plans by the deadline.

“We’ve been working for
the last year to make sure
that this grid is more reliable
than it ever has been in the
past — and it is,” interim ER-
COT CEO Brad Jones said a
few days before snow and
sleet hit.

In addition to increased
inspect ions ,  l eg is lat ion
passed last regular session
required power generators to
winterize their plants. Addi-
tionally, alternate fuel sourc-
es are required if natural gas
isn’t available. While this
year’s storm wasn’t nearly as
severe as Winter Storm Uri in
2021, thus far the grid has
stood up to increased de-
mand.

The state’s largest power
generator, Vistra, is spending
up to $80 million to ensure its
plants keep generating elec-
tricity despite whatever
Mother Nature throws at
them, The Morning News re-
ported.

COVID-19 CASES CONTINUE
TO DROP SHARPLY

It is beginning to look as if
the omicron variant of COV-
ID-19 really has peaked, with
new cases in the state during
the past week dropping to
1 0 9 , 9 9 0 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
the Coronavirus Resource
Center at Johns Hopkins
University. That’s a decrease
of 75% in the past month,
while new deaths at 1,398
were essentially unchanged.

The Texas Department of
S t a t e  H e a l t h
Services reported a total of
8,140 COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions, down 23.6% from the
previous week. The number of
Texans who are fully vacci-
nated topped 17 million, or
58.6% of the state’s popula-
tion. Just more than 6 million
Texans have also received a
booster dose, which has prov-
en effective in preventing
more serious symptoms from
the omicron variant, re-
searchers say.

The bells ring more or less
all the time here.

My husband, Peter, and I
are in San Miguel de Allende,
Mexico, a city filled with old
churches. Every old church
has at least a couple of old
bells, and all the bells are
rung frequently. Since there
is so much I do not under-
stand when I travel to anoth-
er country, I assumed that the
bells rang according to some
sort of system that everyone
else understood and I did not.
(This is an assumption I’ve
made about a lot of things
over the course of my life, but
that’s another story.)

As it turns out, none of the
English speakers in town
have any idea what is going
on with the bells.

“I thought it was military
time because it rang more
than 12 times,” someone said.
“But then it rang 34 times!”

“There is no rhyme or rea-
son,” someone replied. “They
don’t ring on the hour and
they don’t ring any number of
times that makes sense!”

“Well, they are all rung by
people,” someone else added.
“It’s not automated. Maybe
they just ring them when they
feel like it?”

So now I’m listening to the
bells.

I was right in the center of
town, near the largest, oldest
church, when the bells start-
ed. “One… Two… Three…
Four . ”  They  s topped .  I
checked the time on my
phone.  It  was exactly 4
o’clock.

“Well!”
Now I’m thinking the bells

are just rung to get our atten-
tion. Maybe we would pay
more attention to them if we
knew they were right all the
time.

The roosters in town oper-
ate on a similar principle. Ev-
ery town in Mexico I have
ever spent a night in has had
multiple roosters alerting me
to the first hint of sunrise.
But at our temporary home
here, we have one who has
decided to up his game. He
lets us know that it is 4 o’clock
in the morning and that sun-
rise is only a couple hours off,
in case we were interested.

None of the other roosters
are following his lead. I sus-
pect the other roosters think
this guy is a showoff, crowing
his head off in the dark. But
he keeps it up. It gets our at-
tention, and I guess that is
the point. He’s letting us
know that he is keeping track
of the time. It’s not morning
yet, but morning is on the
way.

We have lots of ways to
keep track of time and, hon-
estly, I’m not sure why it is
so important that the bells
ring at any particular time.
Peter and I are not meeting
anyone at a given time. We
have no appointments to
keep. This idea that we need
to keep track of time is a lit-
tle odd, given the circum-
stances.

And yet, nearly every day,
Peter or I will say, “Can you
believe it’s 2 o’clock already?”
as if 2 o’clock had some spe-
cial significance. As if we had
something special we had to
prepare for at 3 o’clock.

I am rather pessimistic
that I will ever solve the mys-
tery of the bells. I think they
will keep ringing when I least
expect, at odd intervals, for an
indeterminate amount of
time. But every time they
ring, I will be reminded of the
time—even if it’s not the ac-
tual time. Even if I have no-
where to go.

They’ll remind me that
time is passing and will pass.
They remind me that some-
times the very best thing I can
do with my limited time is to
stop whatever I’m doing and
listen to the bells.

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir is
called “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

OPINION
By BILL KING

✯

Last August, the SAM party conducted a
survey of its members and other members of the
community about their opinions of the major
provisions in the Texas voting bill (SB1), which
was at the time, grinding its way through the
Legislature. Our survey was clearly not a scientif-
ic poll but found that at least a plurality of
respondents supported all the major provisions of
the bill.

In October, after SB1 had passed, the Universi-
ty of Houston and Texas Southern University
conducted a poll asking voters their opinions
about its provisions. The UH/TSU poll found even
stronger support for all the major provisions in
the bill than the SAM survey did, with support
ranging from 58%-86%.

What is particularly surprising about the poll
results are the racial crosstabs.1 While Demo-
cratic officeholders and their media surrogates
constantly argued that the bill would adversely
affect minority voters, they did not see it that
way. While white voters supported each provision
at a higher level than did Latinos or African-
Americans, Latinos also supported all the propo-
sitions and African-Americans supported six of
the nine.

Support for voter identification on mail-in
ballots was particularly strong across all groups
(whites +57, Latinos +30, African-Americans
+17). It was also clear that voters really dislike
ballot harvesting, with wide majorities in every
group supporting severe criminal penalties
(whites +66, Latinos +43, African-Americans
+38).

I was surprised that all groups also supported
more freedom of movement for poll watchers
(whites +28, Latinos +14, African-Americans
+14). Most people I talked to did not seem to care
much for that idea.

Since the SAM survey and the UH/TSU poll, an
issue has arisen regarding a glitch in the process
for providing identification on mail-in ballots
which has gotten widespread coverage. I intend to
write more about this as we see how this issue
unfolds during the election. But it appears to me
that a relatively small number of voters will be
affected and I cannot see how any particular
group is disproportionately disadvantaged. Seems
likely to me to be a case of Hanlon’s Razor.

You certainly would not know the new law had
such widespread support from the media cover-
age on it, like this ABC News story that appeared
on Monday. It leaves the impression that voters
were upset about the new rules. The only story I
saw that reported the actual results of the UH/
TSU poll was this story by Jasper Scherer in the
Houston Chronicle on October 30.

In all, the poll to me represents the same sort
of Texas common sense that we saw in the SAM
survey. The vast majority of Texans want every-
one to be able to vote and for it to be reasonably
convenient to do so. But they also want to ensure
that elections are fair and that the rules are
followed. And unlike the hyper-partisans on
either side, their responses indicate they care
more about fair elections than they do about who
wins an election.

Poll Shows Widespread Support
For New Texas Voting Law

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5906 Star Lane,
Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to
about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.
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hattan Institute for Pol-
icy Research, and others
that show that invest-
ments like these not only
reduce crime, but save tax-
payer dollars. We also is-
s u e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  i n
support of the addition of
two courts to our justice
system to help us get
through the court backlog
that has slowed justice in
our county to a crawl.

All across America, vio-
lent crime has increased —
and sadly Harris County
has not been immune to
this national trend. It’s no
secret what is driving
crime both here and across
the nation — the economic
consequences of the pan-
demic and the widespread
availability and use of
guns on our streets. COV-
ID-19 has left more than
just a body count in its
wake. A secondary conse-
quence has been victims of
crime and a criminal court
backlog that continues to
delay justice for too many.
The very same neighbor-
hoods that have long been
ignored by the county, by
private investment, and by
so many other institutions
are the same ones that
have been victimized the
most by rising crime and
gun violence. Blighted
buildings, dark streets,
and unsafe and abandoned
structures serve as incuba-
tors of crime and gun vio-
lence.

 The good news is that
we are not  powerless
against this challenge.

County Crime
program,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

for council approval re-
quiring security cameras
on certain classes of busi-
nesses where the increase
in crime in concentrated.

--A proposed ordinance
for city council approval
requiring that a bail bond
company charge a premi-
um which is equal to at
least ten percent of the
amount of the bail bond set
by the court.

“This is a comprehen-
sive approach to lowering
the crime rate that focus-
es on police initiatives and
touches on the true causes
of violent crime such as so-
cial issues. I am grateful
that Mayor Turner is com-
mitting not just to HPD
but also to social service
agencies in our city.”

This is a public health

Mayor’s Crime
Initiative,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

crisis and as a City, we will
and must address the cri-
sis through law enforce-
m e n t ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h
practitioners and commu-
nity partners working to-
gether. NO ONE CAN
E S C A P E  A C C O U N T -
ABILITY.

The strategy we out-
lined today is a blueprint
for the City that can guide
us beyond 2022.

With the collaboration
of all stakeholders, includ-
ing business owners, faith-
b a s e d  l e a d e r s ,  a n d
organizations that work
with those experiencing
family violence and mental
illness, I am confident that
we will reduce violence and
emerge as One Resilient
City – One Unified City –
One Safe Houston.

NORTH SHORE ADVANCES IN
PLAYOFF OVER CLEAR BROOK

Lady Mustangs 68 – Wolverines 64

Senior #32 Atria “Tree” Dumas uses her 6’-3” height to toss
up a basket making 17 Lady Mustang points in the game.
Photo by Allan Jamail

#21 Junior guard Branasia
Brazelton making 2 points of
her 9 point game. Photo by
Allan Jamail

#2 Freshman guard Simran
Williams adds a basket to her
7 point game. Photo by Allan
Jamail

Over the past three years
we’ve made historic anti-
crime and neighborhood
safety investments. Each
year, we’ve increased the
budgets for every law en-
forcement agency in the
county, including the Dis-
trict Attorney. We’ve freed
up law enforcement to fo-
cus on the most violent
criminals by reinforcing
them with public health
experts who can cover
them for non-violent, rou-
tine calls. We’ve launched
crime interruption pro-
grams designed to break
the cycle of gun violence
through community polic-
ing and outreach. We’ve
allocated millions to tack-
le the unacceptable back-
log in criminal court cases
in our county, hiring more
judges, expanding jury op-
erations, and allocating
more than $17 million for
overtime and equipment to
speed court cases along.
We’ve invested millions to
support our law enforce-
ment as they focus on the
most violent crimes.

We owe it to the law en-
forcement officers and
communities we serve to
put skin in the game — to
have tools at the ready to
help them and our courts
prevent and fight violent
crime from all sides. There
is no silver bullet, but by
working smart and invest-
ing in solutions that fight
the root causes of crime in
our community, we can
make a difference now and
for years to come.CHIC meeting on February 24 to discuss

neighborhood safety, crime reduction
Channelview Health &

Improvement Coalition
will be holding an in-per-
son meeting Thursday
night, February 24th at
6:30 pm.  The meeting will
be held at the Channel-
view Fire Department Sta-
tion 3 located at 1210 Dell
Dale, Channelview, TX
77530.  There will be a so-
cial time from 5:30 - 6:20
p.m. before the meeting
begins at 6:30 p.m.

Harris County Sheriff’s
department will be return-
ing to provide updates re-
garding the Harris County
Safe program and concerns
presented at C.H.I.C.’s
January meeting.    If you
were unable to attend the
January meeting this is
another opportunity to be
directly heard and speak
with the Sheriff’s Office
regarding your specific
concerns.   To help with the
Harris County Safe Pro-

gram the Sheriff’s Office is
also conducting a total of
three surveys to obtain
feedback on the top con-
cerns from the citizens in
our area and find ways to
assist with resolving these
challenges.  If you have not
already participated in the
survey here is the link for
the first survey  https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/
1hYpV1Eo3ZyJsShE0gxP4mI
MXYeFW87pBHXaCetZpz68/
edit.

We hope to see you on
the 24th.

Carolyn Stone
Channelview Health &

Improvement Coalition
Channelview, Texas
C.H.I.C.77530@gmail.com
FaceBook:   https : / /

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
groups/892294181644780

 “A voice for Channel-
view”

 The HC Safe Program is a
targeted program geared
toward the specific needs of
a neighborhood, community
or area that has been put into
place by the HCSO instead of
a one size fits all approach.
The CPOP Deputies are using
a proactive approach to
policing and crime reduction.
In this approach they identify
and target crime “micro-
z o n e s ” ,  s p e c i f i c
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  o r
communities where crime is
concentrated, and utilize the
HCSO resources best suited
for that particular “micro-
zone” i.e. technology such as
Shot Spotter, cameras and
crime analysis and/or crime
r e d u c t i o n ,  p a t r o l ,  o r

investigative units.  This is
better policing and better use
of  resources .  One such
targeted policing action was
observed in Channelview
prior to the C.H.I.C. meeting
and the HC Safe Program
presentation.  Captain N.
Douglas has followed up with
C.H.I.C. the results of that
operation. These results are
being shared with you so you
can see for yourselves the
benefits of this program.
These results are a great
reflection of  what targeted
action can accomplish, the
benefits to the community
and why community members
should provide information
through the Safe Program
survey.
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

HELP WANTED

Yard Maintainer
person needed. Part
time or Full time.
Highlands area. Call
281-843-2626

FOR RENT
Rental Units in
Highlands area. 1 to
2 bedroom units.
Starting at $695 all
bills paid. Call 281-
843-2626

SMALL ADS
Bring

BIG RE-
SULTS

Classified
ADS

713-266-
3444

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
JOURNALIST/EDITOR

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com

7 PLOTS AVAILABLE
PRIME LOCATION

STERLING-WHITE CEME-
TERY

GARDEN OF HOPE
1 Triple, 1 Double, 2 Single
$1500 Each plus transfer

TEL. 281-380-6735

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

tfn

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

07-2T

07-2T

A PLACE FOR MOM.
The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Con-
tact our trusted, local ex-
perts today! Our service is
FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-855-972-7919

SENIOR HOME
CARE

SENIOR HOME
CARE

LEGAL
NOTICES

APPEAR IN
THE

HIGHLANDS
STAR CROSBY

COURIER,
AND THE
NORTH

CHANNEL
STAR.

CALL 713-
266-3444

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MARKETING/
SALES PERSON

Position available for AD SALES represen-
tative. Experience helpful but not neces-
sary. Possible to work from home. Suit-
able for Part Time, or Full Time. Commis-
sion plus. Send letter of interest to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or call 713-252-
8000
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE



Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STARPage 8 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2022



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 900
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


