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N O R T H  H A R R I S
COUNTY – The Rodeo was
in town starting this week,
and the evidence was wag-
on teams and horse riders
t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  c i t y
streets. They were headed
to Memorial Park, where
on Friday night  they
camped prior to the big
Rodeo Parade Saturday
morning in downtown
Houston. And then on to
the Rodeo, which officially
starts with events and en-
tertainment on Feb. 28.
Another tradition every-
one was looking forward to
was the BBQ cook-off,
since it was not held last
year due to the pandemic

which canceled the whole
Rodeo.

There are 10 Trail Rides
that participate in the
event, with over 2000 rid-
ers, wagons, and horses.
They start in small towns
around Houston, and pro-
ceed to NRG stadium and
the Rodeo grounds. The
tradition started in 1952 in
Brenham. A unique fea-
ture of the rides are the
stops they make along the
way, making friends, shar-
ing western lore, and usu-
ally introducing school
children to horses and
wagons.

Continued. See Rodeo &
Trail Rides, Page 8

The NORTHEASTERN TRAIL RIDE has 150 Riders and
7 wagons. Starting in Cheeks, Texas they stopped in
Crosby and Sheldon, camping along the way. They
also paid a visit to Sheldon Elementary School on Old
Beaumont Highway to visit.

The SPANISH TRAIL RIDE went through Aldine and
North Houston. It started in Shepherd, Texas travelling
109 miles. It has 125 riders and 9 wagons. This year
is was mourning the loss of its popular trail boss, Joe
Cantrell to a tragic accident at home a few days ago.

Trail Rides, BBQ, Parade open RodeoHouston

By Allan Jamail

Houston, TX. February
23, 2022 at the Houston
Culture Arts Center,
13334 Wallisville Rd. cel-
ebrating Black History
Month was the unveiling
of a 12’X10’ mural of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Program Manager Gay-
la Wilson of Volunteer
Houston was the Mistress
of Ceremony. She said the
mural was created by 80
individuals who each
painted a part of it by
painting individual pan-
e l s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
12”X12”. Drawing on their
own emotions and per-
spectives around Dr.
King’s messages of servic-
es, perseverance, and in-
justice and their part in
creating and contributing
to his vision of the Be-
loved Community.

Michelle L. Bonton,
M.Ed, Executive Director
said, “Dr. King’s dream of
an overall better quality
of life through peace and
unity was big. Like Dr.
King, Harris County Cul-
tural Arts Council is do-
ing something big!  We’re
using the arts to improve
the quality of life and pro-
mote unity between peo-
p l e  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t
backgrounds in unincor-

The unveiling of The Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Mural was done by Program Manager Gayla Wilson of
Volunteer Houston, a program of Interfaith Ministries of Greater Houston and  Michelle L. Bonton,
M.Ed, Executive Director of The Harris County Culture Arts Center (HCCAC) . (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Individuals witnessing and helping with the unveiling are, L to R:
Nelson Espitia (Pct. 2 ), Darnella  Wilkerson (Judge Joe Stephens Office), Ammir Shan Ibrahim (Pct.1
), Cindy Miller (Pct. 2), Lawrence Bell (Pct. 3), Vinicius I Goodin - Mayeda (Home Depot), Brenda
Roberts-Hurd (Home Depot), Ex. Dir. HCCAC & Pro. Mgr. Gayla Wilson  (Photo by Allan Jamail)

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Arts Center unveils Martin Luther King Jr. Mural

porated  East  Harr is
County.  We’re excited to
have this mural as a rep-
resentation of Dr. King’s
legacy and the one we’re
building for our communi-
ty.”

Lexi Reid was one of
the artists at the unveil-
ing, her mother Leslie
Perryman and sisters Sa-
mantha Reid and Haley
Bunn participated in the
paintings. She said, “I
painted one panel for the
mural. My mom got me
and my sisters each a pan-
el as part of our Christ-
mas gifts, then later we
had a pizza and paint par-
ty to complete them. I
loved how it took a com-
munity coming together
to complete the mural the
same way the community
came together to march
with Dr. King.”

Dr. King an African
American was greatly re-
sponsible for bringing so-
c ia l  jus t i ce  to  many
Americans regardless of
race or ethnicity. He was
assassinated April 4, 1968
when I was 24 years old.

More than 50 years
have passed since Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.,
was assassinated in Mem-
phis, Tennessee, but his
words are just as mean-
ingful as they were during

the peak of the Civil
Rights Movement. The
Civil Rights leader died at
age 39, but his impact con-
tinues to this day. From
his most famous “I Have
a Dream” speech to his
letter from a Birmingham
jail, his message is truly
timeless.

Martin Luther King Jr.
was born and raised in the
American South, but his
dream of racial equality
and social justice rever-
berated out of his region,
into the whole country
and around the world.
And it just wasn’t his vi-
sion that spanned the
globe.

Volunteering to assist
in the event were Presi-
dent Debra Johnson and
members of the East Har-
ris Chambers Liberty
County Alumnae of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority,
I n c .
(www.easthclcdeltas.org)

HCCAC staff were Sam
Smoots, Director of Insti-
tutional Advancement
and Kristina Zatopek,
Community Engagement
Manager, HCCAC. Re-
freshments provided by
Lopez Cake (Anna Lopez)
(832-614-0513). Assisting,
Luz Maria Lopez a Clo-
v e r l e a f  A d v o c a t e .
Allanj211@aol.com.

CHANNELVIEW –
The Channelview ISD
school district has decid-
ed to end the requirement
for persons in their build-
ings to wear a mask as
protection from the COV-
ID-19 virus. The follow-
ing statement was issued
by Superintendent Tory
Hill:

Dear Channelview ISD
Parents and Staff,

It has been my plea-
sure to serve as your new
superintendent. I have
been on the job for about
a month and it has been
a busy yet incredibly re-
warding experience. I
look forward to serving

our stu-
dents ev-
e r y
s i n g l e
day and
creating
a collabo-
r a t i v e
Channel-
v i e w .
Our stu-
d e n t s ’
education and safety will
continue to come first in
every decision that I
make.

After several discus-
sions and much research,
it has been decided that
we will lift the mask man-
date beginning Tuesday,

March 1 at 5:00 p.m.
Masks will be strongly
recommended for all stu-
dents, staff and campus
visitors. Until then, the
mask requirements will
remain in effect. We still
strongly recommend all
of our students wear
masks in an effort to pre-
vent the spread of COV-
ID-19.

The Channelview ISD
Board of Trustees dis-
cussed this decision at
the called meeting on
February 28, 2022. I am
grateful to have a board

MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT:

Channelview ISD drops
Mask Mandate

CONTINUED. SEE NO MASKS
FOR CHANNELVIEW, PAGE 2

DR TORY HILL
SUPERINTENDENT

By Allan Jamail

February 22, 2022 – At
the Pasadena Sam Ray-
burn High School gym the
Pearland Lady Oilers
brought to a close for the
GPISD North Shore Lady
Mustangs playoff hopes 38
to 37. By this low score it
tells the game was a defen-
sive battle and usually
when this happens in a
close game as it was the
team with the ball in their
possession in the final sec-
onds wins.

The game many thought
would be an easy win for
the Eastside girls ended up
as a shock and surprise
when Pearland won by one
point in the final couple
seconds. The shock and

surprise was because ear-
lier in the season Nshore
won against Pearland by
24 points, 54 – 30.

North Shore’s coach Al-
lison Campbell said the
first time they played the
L. Oilers they didn’t have
all their starters as they
did in this game. Plus they
added a new player to their
team that the UIL recent-
ly cleared to play.

The North Shore team
had more turnovers than
normal and this was be-
cause Pearland’s defense
was so aggressive. Atria
“Tree” Dumas the Mus-
tangs leading rebounder
and a double digit scorer

Shalayne Morgan the Lady
Mustangs junior guard goes
airborne as she led the team
with 17 points making nearly
half of their total points. (Photo
by Allan Jamail)

NS Lady Mustangs
playoff eliminated
North Shore 37 – Pearland Lady Oilers 38

C O N T I N U E D .  S E E  L A D Y
MUSTANGS LOSE, PAGE 2
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GALENA PARK ISD
NEWS

SHELDON ISD NEWS

Assistant Principle of the Year

Congratulations to Ms. Ashleigh Barrett and Mr. Lemond Mitchell for
being named Galena Park ISD (GPISD) 2022 Elementary and Second-
ary Assistant Principal of the Year!

Ms. Barrett has served as the assistant principal at Normandy Cross-
ing Elementary School for five years, and Mr. Mitchell has been an asso-
ciate principal at Galena Park High School for four years.

GPISD congratulates Ms. Barrett and Mr. Mitchell and thanks them
for their hard work and dedication.

Week of February 25, 2022

2022 KHS Competition Cheer Team
We are very proud of our Cheer team, over the weekend they

came home with a Grand Champion small Coed division & Grand
Champion High Point titles over all the high schools at the Red-
line Cheer Battle in Shreveport, LA.

C.E. King Boys Basketball continues in the playoffs!
Our Panther Basketball team remains in the playoffs! Our Pan-

thers will play vs. Dawson tonight at Clear Lake High School at
7:00pm. We continue to root for our panthers!

National School Bus Appreciation Week
Our transportation team always goes the extra mile. Our director of operations, Mr. Leroy

Bradley treated our transportation staff to some snacks and popcorn. We appreciate our wonder-
ful bus drivers for their “miles” of service to our students and community.

Tax Preparations- BakerRipley
We have partnered with BakerRipley Community Developers for our community and staff to

have the opportunity to receive free tax services. The event will be held at the Panther Zone.
There will be one more opportunity on March 26, for our community to take advantage of this free
service. This will allow families to get their taxes done and for families to renew or apply for their
ITIN along with child tax credit assistance. So, if you or someone you know have not done their
taxes, take time to share the great news!

Sheldon offers Blue Card program for senior citizen residents
The Blue Card Program is an initiative to honor all of our supporters in the district who are age

65 or older. One of Sheldon ISD’s goals is to create and foster an environment where all stakehold-
ers are engaged and actively involved in the work we do for children. The success of our students
is a shared responsibility of community members, parents, and educators, and we believe a com-
munity’s collective power is greater than individual efforts. To sign up to be a Blue Card member,
go to www.sheldonisd.com/bluecard/

Members receive free entry to district-sponsored fine arts and sporting events as well as a free
luncheon each year with an opportunity to learn more about the district and engage with district
leaders.

No Masks for
Channelview ISD,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

that always acts in
the best interest of
students. This deci-
sion was not taken
lightly. We took a
close look at our dai-
ly COVID-19 dash-
board and noticed
that COVID cases in
Channelview were
declining significant-
ly.

As a reminder, we
track our COVID-19
numbers every day
and that information
can be found on our
district website. It is
our responsibility to
inform families of

this decision in an ef-
fort to remain trans-
parent and continue
to build rapport with
community stake-
holders.

These  last  two
years have been a bit
of a roller coaster for
educators, parents
and Channelview. I
want to take this op-
portunity to thank
you for your support
of our district and the
decisions that have
been made in the
course of this pan-
demic. It has not
been easy, but the

community has  been
ever resilient toward
overcoming this un-
precedented chal-
l enge .   I  r emain
committed and grate-
ful to be a part of the
Channelview ISD
family and look for-
ward to building col-
laboration between
the school district,
our campuses, and
our families.

Sincerely,

Dr. Tory C. Hill

Superintendent of
Schools

was held to only 3
points where she al-
ways gets near 20
points a game. She
was doubled teamed
most of the time when
she played.  Coach
Campbell took her out
of the game for half of
the first quarter and
all of the 2nd quarter
because Campbell said
Dumas had 2 early
fouls and she didn’t
want her to foul out.

Missed free throws
by the Lady Mustangs

NS Lady Mustangs lose
Playoff game,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

were a major factor in
their loss, especially
when you lose by a
m e r e  p o i n t .  F r e e
throws can be difficult
to make even for the
pro’s because of the
stress and pressure on
the shooter. The high-
er the stakes in a game
and with a close game
the more pressure on
shooting them.

The team played
exceptionally good all
season to not even be
ranked and reach the

Regional Quarter-Fi-
nals is a testament of
how good they are and
the coaches too. They
can be proud to have a
10 win 2 loss district
record.

Pearland lost their
next game to Summer
Creek and now Sum-
mer Creek is advanc-
i n g  t o  t h e  S t a t e
Championship play-
offs. Statistician Linda
J a m a i l .
Allanj211@aol.com

Kuba Ceremonial Dance
Headdress Mask is one of
the many art items on
display at the HCCAC. Free
tours of the art center are
available by calling 832-
356-4378.  (Photo by
Allan Jamail)

Harris County
Cultural Arts
Center
displays Kuba
mask at MLK
opening
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ASK DIAMOND JIM

Follow us on
Facebook.

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker of NTR Metals.  Pineforest
Jewelry has been a proud member of the IJO for many
years.  See more at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim: “What is the
birthstone for

March?”

MARCH BIRTHSTONES

For the lucky individuals born in March, two
birthstones are associated with this early spring
month: aquamarine and bloodstone.

Both stones are very different from one anoth-
er in appearance, but each share a similar sym-
bolism of preserving or enhancing the health of
the wearer. Learn more about each March birth-
stone by browsing the links below.

AQUAMARINE

The serenely colored aquamarine invokes the
tranquility of its namesake, the sea. In fact, the
name aquamarine is derived from the Latin
word aqua, meaning water, and marina,
meaning the sea.

Aquamarine is most often light in tone and
ranges from greenish blue to blue-green; the color
usually is more intense in larger stones, and
darker blue stones are very valuable. This gem-
stone is mined mainly in Brazil, but also is found
in Nigeria, Madagascar, Zambia, Pakistan, and
Mozambique. Not only is aquamarine one of the
March birthstones, it’s also used to celebrate
19th wedding anniversaries. It’s a beautiful stone
with little or no yellow in it, so it looks great in
many settings with different colored metals and
gemstones.

 The stone is also considered to be a great
addition to mental health and is used widely as a
symbol in Tarot as well as a meditation aid and is
said to help one cultivate more inner tranquility.
It is also considered by some to be a great aligner
of the spiritual and the physical, for those who
feel out of harmony or alignment with oneself. No
matter how you use aquamarine, either as a piece
of jewelry or as an aid in a spiritual journey, its
cool, tranquil color is the perfect complement to
any skin tone or setting.

BLOODSTONE

The second birthstone for March is bloodstone,
a dark-green stone flecked with vivid red spots of
iron oxide. Generally found embedded in rocks or
in riverbeds as pebbles, primary sources for this
stone are India, Brazil, and Australia.

For those looking for a good quality bloodstone,
it is generally considered that a solid green color
with visible veins of red is best. It also comes in
many shapes and cuts including traditional cuts
like emerald, oval, and cushion.

Many people cherish bloodstone as a lucky
charm or amulet and is prized by athletes or
those who wish to increase their personal
strength. Some believe it helps with mental
clarity or increasing creativity or even boosting
overall energy.

No matter how you use or wear bloodstone, it’s
a unique stone great for everyday use when you
want to look good or even feel good.

By Allan Jamail

Houston, TX. February
26, 2022 at the Houston
Culture Arts Center (HC-
CAC), 13334 Wallisville
Rd. celebrating Black His-
tory Month was a book
signing of The Personal
Librarian. A New York
Times Best Seller and se-
lected by the Good Morn-
ing America Book Club.

Serving as Moderators
were, Joy Sewing (left)
Houston Chronicle Life-
style and Culture Colum-
n is t  and  Miche l l e  L .
Bonton, M.Ed, Executive
Director of the HCCAC.
Ms. Bonton was responsi-
ble for conducting and
bringing the event to the
Art Center, she was assist-
ed by Ms. Kristina Zato-
p e k ,  C o m m u n i t y
Engagement Manager, at
HCCAC.

The author Murray is
an acclaimed author with
more than one million
books in print. She has
written more than thirty
novels, including, “Stand
Your Ground,” an NAACP
Image Award winner for
Outstanding Literary
Work.  She’s written 28
books and 4 movies have
been made from them and
there’s two more movies
being  made f rom her
books.

The book is a story of J.
P. Morgan’s personal li-
brarian for over 35 years.
Librarian Belle de Costa
Greene a light skinned
Black had options unavail-
able to most Black’s be-
cause she could and did
pass as a White person.

Such as at her college at
the segregated Princeton,
New Jersey. She was hired
on at the university li-
brary, Greene roomed dur-
ing the work week with a
Princeton family; biogra-
pher Ardizzone suspects
Greene’s hosts, who also
had a library connection,
may have been passing as
well.

Weekends Belle lived
with her mother who she
protected from racial per-
secution in an apartment
on West 122nd Street near
Columbia University on
Manhattan’s Morningside
H e i g h t s ,  a n  a d d r e s s
Greene kept for years,
even after going to work for
Morgan in 1906.

Belle liked to dress fash-
ionable in gowns and wear-
ing pearls, she liked to say,
“I am a librarian, but I
don’t have to dress like
one.”

P h o t o g r a p h s  a n d
sketches abound that show
her appearing cool, com-
posed, and self-aware.
Magazines featured the
luminous, green-eyed ga-
mine.

As J. P. Morgan’s librar-
ian, Greene commanded
the cantankerous banker’s
campaign to assemble a
collection of artworks,
books, and other antiqui-
ties he hungered for. She
shared Morgan’s passion
for medieval European art,
particularly illuminated
manuscripts. To advance
the cause, she cultivated
contacts and experts. She
traveled to Europe, work-
ing her way into artistic

and literary circles. She
haggled. At least once, she
smuggled. In 1910, the li-
brary acquired “Da Costa
Hours.”

Greene could scarcely
have landed in a more pub-
lic, yet protected spot. In
1902 Morgan, a voracious
collector of all kinds of art,
had hired star architect
Charles McKim to design
a library adjacent to his
home at Madison and 36th
Street. Four years later,
the magnificent result re-
sembled a three-room
palazzo of Renaissance It-
aly, with vaulted ceilings
and two stories of glass-
front bookcases to protect
Morgan’s treasures.

Greene told Morgan she
wanted his library to be
“preeminent , ”  hoping
someday to outdo the Brit-
ish Museum and France’s
Bibliothéque Nationale.
Within two decades the
Morgan collection with
Belle’s work comprised
more than 46 illuminated
manuscripts and nearly
5,000 books, as well as
etchings and drawings.

Belle was asked one
time if she was Morgan’s
mistress and all she said
was, “we tried.”

I don’t want to continue
this article about Belle and
all the interesting informa-
tion available in the book
so I’ll close this and hope
you’ll get a copy.  I did and
it’s full of history you’ll not
get elsewhere. Another
l e a d i n g  a u t h o r  w a s
present, Ms. ReShondra
Tate Billingsley, her book
Miss Pearls Girls is worth
a read. Allanj211@aol.com

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH

The Personal Librarian

The Personal Librarian, Author Victoria Christopher Murray (right) with Moderator Joy Sewing (left)
Houston Chronicle Lifestyle and Culture Columnist.  Photo by Allan Jamail

 “The Personal Librarian” Author -Victoria Christopher Murray (center) surrounded by members of
the  East Harris Chambers Liberty County Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc as they
honor their Sorority Sister at the book signing.  Photo by Allan Jamail
L-R: Dionne A’quanakhann, Debra Johnson-President, Author Victoria Christopher Murray, Alice Lewis
& Carol Massey.

The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher
Murray. Selected by Good Morning America Book Club and a New
York Times Best Seller. The story of J. P. Morgan’s personal librarian
for over 35 years. Librarian Belle de Costa Greene a light skinned
Black woman denied her true identity to protect her family from
racial persecution. Available on Amazon.com  Photo by Allan
Jamail

Author Victoria Christopher Murray signs her book The Personal
Librarian for President Debra Johnson of the East Harris Chambers
Liberty County Alumnae of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
(www.easthclcdeltas.org)  Photo by Allan Jamail
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders
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Early voting for March 1 primary

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

“Adequate
Accommodations”

“I can always sleep in
my rain jacket,” my hus-
band Peter announced.

Vacationing in rental
homes is usually a bit of an
adventure. We don’t need
luxurious digs, and instead
look for apartments offer-
ing a hefty discount if we
stay for a full month.

We did this three years
ago in Pamplona, Spain.
The apartment required
climbing six flights of
stairs, but it had a great
view of the city—because
we were right in the cen-
ter of it. Only at night did
this become a problem, as
we discovered that the res-
idents of Pamplona didn’t
have dinner until 9 o’clock
and really didn’t get going
until midnight. It was
loud. There was drunken
singing and bottle-smash-
ing and hollering seven
nights a week. Miraculous-
ly, the streets were swept
clean by morning. The next
night, it began all over
again.

“Let’s stay a little more
out of the way next year,”
Peter suggested.

The next year we stayed
in a little village in Spain.
The apartment was de-
scribed as “cozy,” which
every Realtor everywhere
will tell you is code for
“tiny,” but it was historic
and on a quiet street and
we were only two people.
How bad could it be?

It turns out that, sever-
al hundred years earlier,
this apartment had provid-
ed very adequate accom-
modations for cows—who
were quite a bit shorter
than Peter. Peter spent the
entire month ducking his
head as he went from room
to room and, inevitably,
missing a few times. The
bathroom was located up a
very narrow and impossi-
bly steep flight of stairs.
Peter started taking a hik-
ing pole with him to the
bathroom at night for se-
curity. I would hear “Tap!
Tap! Tap!” and know Peter
was beginning his harrow-
ing ascent to the bathroom.

“Let’s get a little bigger
place next year,” Peter sug-
gested.

The next year’s trip did
not happen, but this year
we are staying in the
mountains of Mexico and
got an especially terrific
discount—because we
rented it a year in advance,
at the height of the pan-
demic ,  hoping  th ings
w o u l d  w o r k  o u t .  W e
thought others might join
us but no one did, so Peter
and I are rattling around
in an enormous three-sto-
ry home—like pennies in a
jar. We’d booked it because
the location is ideal and
the pictures were lovely,
showing little gas fireplac-
es in every room.

When we arrived, we
were told how to turn on
the television and the Wi-
Fi, but no mention was
made of the charming gas
fireplaces.

“How do we light these?”
I asked the property man-
ager.

“You don’t,” he said. “If
you are cold, there are ex-
tra blankets.”

Before I had time to ask
anything further, he left.
For the first few days, this
didn’t seem as if it was go-
ing to be a problem. Then
it got cold—not below
freezing, but fairly close.

That’s when Peter’s rain
jacket came out.

I was already in bed,
wearing a puffer jacket
when Peter donned his
b r i g h t  g r e e n  j a c k e t ,
hopped into  bed,  and
turned off the lights.

“I wonder how many
people have slept in their
rain jacket?” Peter won-
dered aloud.

“Oh, I imagine the folks
who climb Mount Everest
and camp on the North
Pole do. It’s an elite crowd,”
I assured him.

Peter started to laugh,
and his jacket made crin-
kling noises as he did.

“We came here to escape
the cold, as I recall,” he
said.

And we did. But, more
than that, we came to do
something new, to see an-
other part of the world, and
to experience life in a dif-
ferent way.

And we are.
Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s mem-

oir is called “Blue Yarn.”
L e a r n  m o r e  a t
CarrieClasson.com.

EARLY VOTING FOR THE
MARCH 1 PRIMARY ENDS
FRIDAY.

Initial reports indicate
turnout has been low, as is
traditional in midterm pri-
mary elections, with less
than a fourth of registered
voters going to the polls
most years.

Voters will pick nomi-
nees for Texas’ governor,
lieutenant governor, attor-
ney general, land commis-
s i o n e r ,  a g r i c u l t u r e
commissioner, comptroller
and railroad commission-
er, as well as legislative
and county races.

Texas Secretary of State
John. B. Scott’s office pro-
vides a website that allows
voters to see who is on the
ballots in all races at
votetexas.gov. Texas law
allows registered voters to
participate in either party
primary, but not both. In
addition, a voter in the Re-
publican primary cannot
participate in any runoffs
in Democratic races, and
vice-versa. However, in the
November general elec-
tion, voters are free to
choose candidates from
both parties.

WILDFIRE ACTIVITY
INCREASES WEST OF I-35

Blustery winds and
freeze-dried vegetation are
increasing the number of
wildfires reported west of
Interstate 35 and into
South Texas, according to
the Texas A&M Forest
Service.

“Wildfire activity has
increased across the state
and is driven by underly-
ing drought and above-nor-
mal grass production from
last year’s growing sea-
son,” said Wes Moorehead,
Texas A&M Forest Service
fire chief. “We have in-
creased the number of per-
sonnel, equipment and
aircraft in state to assist
with response as we’re con-
cerned about large areas of
the state.”

Since Feb. 14, local and
state firefighters have re-
sponded to 91 wildfires
that burned 7,312 acres.

Nine out of 10 wildfires
in the state are caused by
humans, according to TFS,
which has fully staffed
task forces and fire-sup-
pression equipment staged
in Victoria, Kingsville,
Childress, Amarillo, Lub-
bock, San Angelo, Burk-
burnett, Fredericksburg,
Smithville, McGregor, San
Angelo and Mineral Wells.

NUMBER OF IMPRISONED
TEXANS STAYS STEADY

After a drop last year
when some inmates were
released due to COVID-19
concerns, the state’s pris-
on population has stayed
steady, according to the
Texas  Department  o f
Criminal Justice. As of
January, 118,733 adults
were in Texas prisons, up
about 1,000 from a year
ago.

The state’s total operat-
ing capacity is 129,681
beds, according to TDCJ.

More than $112 million
in  cancer  prevent ion
grants

The Cancer Prevention
and Research Institute of
Texas announced 74 new
cancer research and pre-
vention grants totaling
more than $112 million.

“The grants awarded to-
day illustrate the broad
spectrum of CPRIT’s im-
pact in the fight against
cancer,” said Wayne Rob-
erts, CPRIT’s chief execu-
t i v e  o f f i c e r .  “ F r o m
recruitment awards bring-
ing topflight researchers to
Texas, continued invest-
ment in cancer prevention
and screening programs
across the state and sup-
porting cancer-fighting in-
novation in early-stage
companies, Texas just took
another major step for-
ward in becoming a nation-
al leader in conquering
cancer.”

The projects approved
include 65 academic re-
search grant awards, sev-
en prevention awards, and
two product development
research awards, which
were granted to 16 institu-
tions and companies across
the state. The awards are
designed to expand access
to clinical trials, incubate
innovative cancer re-
search, support the state’s
emerging biotechnology
industry, provide needed
cancer screenings for un-
derserved Texans and re-
cruit outstanding cancer
researchers to Texas, ac-
cording to the news re-
lease.

UTSA, BAYLOR GAIN TIER
ONE ACADEMIC RANKING

The University of Texas
at San Antonio and Baylor
University have earned
the national research
ranking of Carnegie Tier
One, joining nine other

Texas universities that
have been recognized for
academic excellence at doc-
toral universities with
“very high research activi-
ty.”

In addition, Prairie
View A&M University,
Sam Houston State Uni-
versity, Tarleton State
University and The Uni-
versity of Texas at Tyler
have earned Tier Two re-
search rankings for “high
research activity.”

“The Lone Star State is
truly brimming with prom-
ise,” Gov. Greg Abbot said.
“The 22 Texas universities
now ranked among the
best in the nation as Car-
negie Tier One and Tier
Two research universities
are a reflection of the
breadth and depth of aca-
demic excellence at our in-
s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r
education as they open the
doors to opportunity for all
Texas students.”

The Carnegie Classifi-
cation of Institutions of
Higher Education was de-
veloped in 1970. It is based
on an institution’s annual
research expenditures and
other factors.

COVID-19 CASES STILL
DROPPING, BUT DEATHS
UP

The number of new cas-
es of COVID-19 cases in
t h e  p a s t  w e e k  a g a i n
dropped dramatically to
65,521, down 40% from the
previous weeks and 85%
from the record high set
the week of Jan. 17. How-
ever, the number of new
deaths in Texas increased
to 1,588, according to the
Coronavirus Resource
Center at Johns Hopkins
University. The Texas De-
partment of State Health
Services reported 5,681
COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions in the state, down
30% from the previous
week.

Since the pandemic be-
gan, there have been 6.575
million confirmed COVID-
19 cases in Texas with
83,648 deaths reported,
according to the Coronavi-
rus  Resource  Center .
Meanwhile, the number of
Texans who are fully vac-
cinated has slowly trickled
upward to 17.16 million,
with 6.18 million receiving
a booster dose.

OPINION
By U.S. Senator
JOHN CORNYN

✯

‘The United States has played no part in
creating this crisis, but we have a responsibility
to support the Ukrainian people as they fight to
defend their own sovereignty.’

AUSTIN –U.S. Senator John Cornyn (R-TX)
released the following statement in response to
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine:

“America stands with Ukraine, and we will do
everything we can to help them defend them-
selves against the Russian Federation.”

“The United States has played no part in
creating this crisis, but we have a responsibility
to support the Ukrainian people as they fight to
defend their own sovereignty.”

“Putin has tried to get away with as much as he
can, and it would be naive to think that he will
stop at Ukraine. Ukraine is on the front line of a
crisis, but the security of Europe is also in ques-
tion.”

“This is not just about Ukraine. This is not just
about Europe. This is about America’s credibility
and that of our friends and allies around the
world and our willingness to stand up for our
values and defend our freedoms. If the U.S. fails
to support Ukraine, other authoritarian move-
ments like those in China and Iran will take
note.”

Senator John Cornyn, a Republican from
Texas, is a member of the Senate Finance, Intelli-
gence, and Judiciary Committees.

Cornyn Statement on Russian
Invasion of Ukraine
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County moves COVID
threat to Level 2 ORANGE

Harris County Judge
Lowers COVID Threat
Level to Orange

Harris County, Texas -
February 24, 2022, Judge
Lina Hidalgo today an-
nounced that she is lower-
ing the county’s COVID-19
Threat Level Indicator
from Level 1: Red to Level
2: Orange. The move comes
as positive cases and COV-
ID-19 ICU populations are
decreasing.

“The omicron wave hit
Harris County very, very
hard,” said Judge Hidalgo.
“In fact, only now have our
hosp i ta l i zat ion  rates
dropped to levels that don’t
immediately threaten the
capacity of our healthcare
system. While we’re mov-
ing in the right direction,
there are no guarantees we
won’t see another wave in
the future. My hope is that
the on-demand availabili-
ty of vaccines and treat-
ments will help us to avoid
another dangerous spike. I
continue to urge folks to

get vaccinated.  Doing so
will allow us to deal with
COVID-19 as a manage-
able risk rather than an
emergency that unneces-
sarily threatens lives and
the capacity of our entire
healthcare system.”

Level 2: signifies a sig-
nificant and uncontrolled
level of COVID-19 in Har-
ris County, meaning that
there is ongoing transmis-
sion of the virus. At this
level, unvaccinated resi-
dents should continue to
mask, physically distance,
and avoid all medium and
large gatherings. Vaccinat-
ed individuals should fol-
low the latest local public

health guidance on wheth-
er to also wear a mask
while indoors in public
places, in crowded outdoor
settings, and for activities
with close contact with
others who are not fully
vaccinated.

After two years, the
Houston Livestock Show
and Rodeo will kick off at
the end of the month. The
Harris  County Public
Health team urges resi-
dents to wear face cover-
ings, given the continued
presence of the Omicron
wave in our community and
asks that unvaccinated in-
dividuals, per the threat lev-
el system, avoid medium or
large gatherings.

The COVID-19 vaccine
and vaccine booster are
available at no charge for
all Harris County resi-
dents 5 and above. To find
out more information, loca-
tions and hours, click here.

For a complete list of in-
dicators, guidance, and re-
lated information visit
ReadyHarris.org.

OBITUARIES
✯

Jimmy George
Evans, 45, from Rich-
mond Texas was called
home to the Lord on
February 9, 2022 in
Galveston, Texas.

Born March 30,
1976, in Jacinto City,
Texas to Jimmy Wayne
Evans and Kathy Nell
Evans.  Jimmy was a
proud graduate of The
High School for Law
Enforcement and
Criminal Justice (now
High School for Law &
Justice). He went on to
have a successful
career as a CADD
Manager in the civil
engineering field in
Houston. He worked as
a civil designer at
AECOM Technical
Services for 21 years
and Pape Dawson
Engineering for 3
years.

If you ever took a car
ride with him around
Houston, you could
hear him recount
detention ponds,

subdivisions, parks,
and parking lots that
he helped create.  He
taught, motivated, and
mentored many aspir-
ing engineers, CADD
drafters and team
members.  He was a
beloved son, brother,
uncle, farther, mentor
and friend. His bright
smile, big laugh and
Dad jokes were his
calling card. Always
interested in making
sure everyone was
having a good time, he
would work the room of
an event, no matter
how uncomfortable new

places and faces made
him. He loved to BBQ
with his band of
brothers and anyone
who stopped by could
hear old country music
playing and laughter
filling the air.

He is preceded in
death by his father,
Jimmy Wayne Evans.

Jimmy is survived by
sons Jacob and Ezra,
and daughter Aliza, his
mother Kathy Evans,
sister and brother-in-
law Amy and Roland
Hobbs, nieces, and
nephews Lauren Hobbs
(Ben), Ryan
Hobbs(Sydney), Kaity
Malek (Jonathan),
Keagan Bear(Rachel),
and great-niece Clara
Malek.

We are grateful to
have loved him and
heartbroken to have
lost him.

JONES | CARTER
2322 W Grand Park-

way North, Suite 150,
Katy, Texas 77449

JIMMY GEORGE EVANS

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY✃

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print Newspapers,
too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

A s  B l a c k  H i s t o r y
Month nears it’s ending
this year, I want to recog-
nize Mrs. Myrtis Myrtle
Gibbs of Fidelity Manor
and North Shore High
School.

Mrs .  Gibbs  taught
math and came to North
Shore High School in 1970
when desegregation in
American schools began
and GPISD closed its only
African American High
School Fidelity Manor.
That same year, I became
a sophomore at NSHS and
had Mrs. Gibbs as my Al-
gebra teacher. A lot of
what I will say is from 50+
year old memories so bear
with me.

Mrs. Gibbs was a tough
bird.  She took no prison-
ers and demanded her
students perform or get
out of her class.  But, if

you dedicated yourself to
learn in her classroom,
you would find no better
advocate and teacher
than Mrs. Gibbs.  She
would stand beside you
and do everything in her
power to help make you
the best possible student
and person you could be.

I became one of her
project students. She was
going to make sure I
reached my full potential
in her class. I admired her

so much, I took her again
in my Junior year for Ge-
ometry and my Senior
year for Trigonometry.

I presented Mrs. Gibbs
with a gift when I gradu-
ated high school.

Here’s what I remem-
ber, admire and respect of
her story.  She put herself
through school. During
WWII while her husband
was overseas serving she
worked in a shipyard
helping in the effort to
build warships. Together,
she and her husband
raised 6 of their own kids
and 9 foster kids.  And I
never heard her complain
or say a negative word
about anything she had to
go through.

She stuck by my side
for 3 years in HS and
taught me so much more
than math.  Be like Mrs.
Gibbs.  Inspire and teach
others to reach their full
potential.

RIP Mrs. Gibbs.  You
were one of a kind.

Galena Park is having a
Civil Service Exam seeking
6 full time officers.  We are
also hiring 2 full time
Dispatchers.

Richard A. Wagner
CHIEF OF POLICE
GALENA PARK POLICE
DEPARTMENT
2207 Clinton Drive
Galena Park, Texas 77547
Dispatch: 713-675-3471

Galena Park has
openings for
Police Officers,
Dispatchers

Remembering my high school teacher, Mrs. Gibbs
By Bill Palko



Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STARPage 6 THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 2022

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

HELP WANTED

Yard Maintainer
person needed. Part
time or Full time.
Highlands area. Call
281-843-2626

FOR RENT
Rental Units in
Highlands area. 1 to
2 bedroom units.
Starting at $695 all
bills paid. Call 281-
843-2626

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
JOURNALIST/EDITOR

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com

7 PLOTS AVAILABLE
PRIME LOCATION

STERLING-WHITE CEME-
TERY

GARDEN OF HOPE
1 Triple, 1 Double, 2 Single
$1500 Each plus transfer

TEL. 281-380-6735

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

tfn

07-2T

07-2T

A PLACE FOR MOM.
The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Con-
tact our trusted, local ex-
perts today! Our service is
FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-855-972-7919

SENIOR HOME
CARE

SENIOR HOME
CARE

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MARKETING/
SALES PERSON

Position available for AD SALES represen-
tative. Experience helpful but not neces-
sary. Possible to work from home. Suit-
able for Part Time, or Full Time. Commis-
sion plus. Send letter of interest to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or call 713-252-
8000

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LEGAL NOTICES APPEAR
IN THE HIGHLANDS STAR

CROSBY COURIER,
AND THE NORTH
CHANNEL STAR.

CALL 713-266-3444

Check us on the go at
www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Trail Rides, BBQ, Parade open RodeoHouston

The  HCSO Texas Mounted Patrol is gearing up for their 73rd annual Pony Express Ride to Austin
this Sunday. The Pony Express will hand deliver invitations to the 90th anniversary of the
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo to Texas elected officials.

2022 RODEOHOUS-
TON ENTERTAINER
LINEUP

Individual RODEO-
HOUSTON tickets went
on sale to the public
Thursday, Jan. 13, 10
a . m . ,
at rodeohouston.com.
Ticket prices start at
$20, plus a $4 conve-
nience fee.

STAR ENTERTAIN-
MENT

The following enter-
tainers will perform on
the RODEOHOUSTON
stage in NRG Stadium,
Feb. 28 – March 20.
Monday, Feb. 28: Cody
Johnson
Tuesday, March 1:
Keith Urban
Wednesday, March 2:
Tim McGraw– Armed
Forces Appreciation
Day Thurs-
day,  March 3 :  For
KING & COUNTRY
F r i d a y ,  M a r c h  4 :
Ricky Martin
Saturday, March 5:
Jon Pardi
Sunday, March 6: Los
Tucanes de Tijuana– Go
Tejano Day
Monday, March 7:
Luke Bryan – First Re-
sponders Day
Tuesday, March 8:
Maren Morris
Wednesday, March 9:
Kane Brown
Thursday, March 10:
Journey
Friday, March 11: Bun
B’s H-Town Takeover –
Black Heritage Day
Saturday, March 12:
Parker McCollum
Sunday, March 13:

Dierks Bentley
Monday, March 14:
Sam Hunt
Tuesday, March 15:
Gwen Stefani
Wednesday, March
16: Khalid
Thursday, March 17:
Chris Stapleton
Friday, March 18 :
Marshmello
Saturday, March 19:
Brad Paisley
Sunday, March 20:
Concert-only perfor-
mance George Strait,
with Ashley McBryde

The 2022 Rodeo is
scheduled for Feb. 28 –
March 20. The 2022
World’s Championship
Bar-B-Que Contest, pre-
sented by Cotton Hold-
ings, is scheduled for
Feb. 24 – 26. For more
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t
rodeohouston.com and
connect with #RODEO-
HOUSTON online via
Facebook, Twitter, Ins-
tagram and YouTube for
all the latest news.

The Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo
promotes agriculture by
hosting an annual, fam-
ily-friendly experience
that educates and enter-
tains the public, sup-
ports  Texas  youth ,
showcases Western her-
itage and provides year-
r o u n d  e d u c a t i o n a l
support within the com-
munity. Since its begin-
ning in 1932, the Rodeo
has committed more
than $550 million to the
youth of Texas and edu-
cation.

Spanish Trail Riders trail boss Joe Cantrell
was mourned. He led the ride for 42 years,
until his fatal accident only a few days ago.

The Spanish Trail Riders continued their tradition first started
in 1961, but held the ride in honor of their deceased Trail
Boss, Joe Cantrell. His son Larry was in charge this year.

Here is one of the colorful wagons of the Northeastern
Trail Ride, as they proceeded down Old Beaumont
Highway in Sheldon.

The RodeoHouston Parade was held Saturday morning
in downtown Houston, with all 10 Trail Ride units
participating.
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