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North Shore Rotary
Club is holding their 47th
Annual Catf ish Fry &
Crawfish Boil, Raffle, and
Live and Silent Auctions
on Saturday, May 14 at
the Rotary Pavilion on
Wallisville..

Tickets are $100 each,
and include 2 meals and
a chance in the Raffle.
They are available now
from all North Shore
Rotar ians,  and many
businesses.

Grand Prize in the
Raffle is a new 2022
Toyota car or truck.
T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  2 0
additional prizes, plus a
delicious Fish Fry platter.

NS Rotary
FISH FRY
May 14th

Consultant deems Remediation Plan “unworkable”

At a press conference last week, on the banks of the
San Jacinto River, Activist Jackie Medcalf calls for no
delays requested by the Responsible parties. (THEA photo)

A current map of the Waste Pits shows the conflict
between the I-10 right-of-way for a  new bridge, and
the need for access for Waste Pits remediation.

Continued. See SJR
Waste Pits delay, P. 7

By Gilbert Hoffman

EAST HARRIS COUN-
TY – The Responsible Par-
ties who are supposed to be
working on the plan to re-
move toxic dioxin from the
Waste Pits in the San Ja-
cinto River, have instead
sent a letter to the EPA
(Environmental Protection
Agency) asking for a delay
in the schedule, because
they state that the current
removal methods they had
agreed to are unworkable,
or “not implementable.”

Citing new information
they are asking for a re-
vised ROD (Record of De-
cision) which tells them
how to clean up the site.

At a press conference
last week, on the banks of
the San Jacinto River near
the Waste Pits, activist

Jackie Medcalf called for
no delay, saying the pro-
cess has taken too long,
and the objections now are
simply “smoke and mir-
rors” in an attempt by the
Responsible Parities to

avoid or minimize the re-
mediation work.

In their letter of March
24, the Responsbile Parties
state that their engineer-
ing consultants have deter-
mined that there is more

material to be removed
than originally known, by
a 50% increase, and that
the excavation depth will
need to be deeper, by a 62%
increase to as much as 28
feet in some places. Other

factors they say make the
work too complex and un-
safe are the proposed con-
struction of a new I-10
bridge, and the possible

(AUSTIN) — As we en-
ter severe weather season,
Texas Comptroller Glenn
Hegar reminds Texans
they can purchase certain
items tax-free during the
state’s sales tax holiday for
emergency preparation
supplies, which begins at
12:01 a.m. on Saturday,
April 23, and ends at mid-
night on Monday, April 25.

“Whether it ’s  f ires,
freezing temperatures or
tornadoes, severe weather
conditions can strike at
any time, so it is important
that families, homes and
businesses have the sup-
plies they need to face
these and other emergen-
cies,” Hegar said. “This tax
holiday can help Texans
save money while stocking
up for emergency situa-
tions.”

The Comptroller’s office
estimates shoppers will
save more than $1.5 mil-
lion in state and local sales
taxes during the tax holi-
day, which was approved
by the Texas Legislature in
2015.

There’s no limit on the
number of qualifying items
you can purchase. These
include:

-- household batteries,
fuel containers and flash-
lights priced at less than
$75;

-- hurricane shutters
and emergency ladders
priced at less than $300;

-- portable generators
priced at less

Continued. See Sales Tax
Holiday, Page 5

Sales Tax
Holiday April
23-25 for
Emergency
Supplies

ANOTHER DELAY REQUESTED FOR
WASTE PITS, BUT EPA SAYS NO

EARTH DAY FARMERS
MARKET on Saturday, April
23 from 9am - 1pm in the
Galena Park High School
Parking Lot, 1000 Keene
Street.

F r e e  $ 1 0  V o u c h r s
available to buy market
items. (Vendors Needed,
Contact Cruz Hinojosa 832-
434-1591).

S p o n s o r e d  b y
Environmental Community
Advocates of Galena Park.

Galena Park
Farmers
Market Apr 23

Local communities receive federal funding
By Allan Jamail

Galena Park/Jacinto
City, TX. - On Tuesday
April 12, 2022 Christmas
came early for the commu-
nities of Galena Park and
Jacinto City. Congress-
woman Sylvia Garcia of
the 29th Texas Congres-
sional District presented
$4 million to be used for
community improvement
projects. The funds are
part of a larger $10 million
nine Community Projects
Funding request led and
secured by Garcia, and will
also include projects for
Houston and South Hous-
ton.

The funding came from
the historic $1.5 trillion Bi-
partisan Omnibus Appro-
p r i a t i o n s  B i l l  t h a t
President Joe Biden pro-
moted and Rep. Garcia

supported. It provides a
substantial increase in
spending for domestic and
national security but also
sends $13.6 billion in
emergency aid to Ukraine
in its defense against the
Russian invasion. Both
parties scored political vic-
tories in the spending bill.

Garcia said in Galena
Park, “You’ve heard of The
Million Dollar Man, well
I’m the Million Dollar
Woman. I was proud to
champion $3,000,000 for
the City of Galena Park to
replace and upgrade their
aging water line and fire
protection systems. The
residents of Galena Park
deserve premier public ser-
vice, and these funds will
aid the delivery of safe

Continued. See Federal
Funding, Page 6

Rep. Sylvia Garcia present checks of $3 mil to Galena Park, $1 mil to Jacinto City for Infrastructure

Congresswoman Garcia (center) presents $3 million water line and fire protection improvement
check to GP Mayor Esmeralda Moya and Fire Chief Tom Ehlers.  L-R: GP Fire Dept. Assist. Chief Kathy
Kirkpatrick, Mayor Esmeralda Moya, Fire Chief Tom Ehlers, Paramedic Dimitirius Dollarhide, FF/EMT
Micheal Richardson & Capt. Marcus Tunchez  (Photo by Allan Jamail)

AT LEFT: Rep. Sylvia Garcia (left)
of the 29th Congressional
District presents JC Mayor Ana
Diaz and City Manager Lon
Squyres a $1 million dollar
check for the city’s south side
water main and fire hydrant
replacement project.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

By Allan Jamail

Jacinto City, TX. – April
14, 2022 at the Jacinto
City Town Center the Ga-
lena Park / Jacinto City
Rotary Club held their an-
nual cake auction to bene-
fit high school students
with scholarships and
t h e i r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
projects.

According to Rotary
President Brian Shepard
the cake auction, dona-
tions and stuffed baked
potato lunch tickets sales
brought in over $10,000 for
scholarships and $4,000
for their international ro-
tary projects. He said the
highest auctioned cake
went to Ken Wimberly for
$600. According to Jenni-
fer Ledwith some of the
funds will go to help pay
for medical supplies for the
Ukraine war victims from
the Russian invasion this
past month.

Rotary Club Executives
and Directors are, Presi-
dent Brian Shepard, Pres-

GP/JC ROTARY AUCTIONS CAKES FOR CHARITY

Continued. See GP?JC
Rotary Cake åAuction,
Page 7

Rotary Officers & Elected Officials
L – R: Pres. Elect. Julien Guillory, 21-22 President Brian Shepard,
Rotary District 5890 Governor Michelle Bohreer, State Rep. Ana
Henandez, JP Judge Lucia Bates & State Senator Carol Alvarado
(Photo By Allan Jamail)

ROTARIANS and guests packed the Town Center in Jacinto City,
for the Baked Potato Lunch and the Cake Auction.  Standing upper
left, NC Star Publisher Gilbert Hoffman handing out a newspaper
to North Shore Rotary President Ken Wimberly.  (Photo By Allan
Jamail)

Six of the 35 cakes at the GP-JC Rotary Cake Auction. See more
photos on Page 7, and read in the story about the students from
Galena Park High School that helped make the event a success.
Thanks to all, bidders, sponsors, Rotarians.

Rotarians Dr. Don Nino and wife Danna at left were among the
bidders at the luncheon. ABOVE CENTER, Rotarian and Past District
Governor Bill Palko manages to get the highest prices for each of
the cakes or other deserts. For instance, this cake sold for $400.
Rotarian Bryan Clements, in the background, was emcee.
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SHELDON ISD NEWS GALENA PARK ISD NEWS

District recognizes Principals of
the Year

Congratulations to Dr. Denise Mus-
tin, former principal of Cravens Early
Childhood Academy, now Director of
Early Childhood and Principal of King
Middle School Mrs. Ashley Sampson for
being named the district’s Principals of
the Year. Mustin and Sampson were
recognized yesterday at Region IV’s cer-
emony. They are pictured with the dis-
trict’s Superintendent Dr. King Davis.

Foundation grant opens doors to
engagement opportunities for fam-
ilies

Thanks to a grant from Sheldon ISD’s
Education Foundation, families at Null
Middle School had a chance to collabo-
rate for a night of learning and paint-
ing together on April 7. The Education
Foundation exists to raise funds to
award to teachers who submit an ap-
plication for an innovative idea or
project to bring to the classroom. This
grant for example was awarded to Ms.
Destiny Barr, art teacher at Null Mid-
dle School. Barr had the idea to request
supplies for art projects and coordinat-
ed a family engagement event for the
entire school. After two-years of sepa-
ration from the pandemic, Ms. Barr ex-
plained in her grant she was hopeful to
be able to receive supplies to put toward
an event where families can come to-
gether and learn with their child at the
school. She received approximately
$2,500 from the Sheldon ISD Education
Foundation through a grant in Septem-

Week of April 15, 2022

ber and was able to use those funds for
the first time at the school’s spring
painting event A World Beyond Words.

Join in the fun April 23 for C-
STEM Challenge Day Contest

The annual Sheldon ISD C-STEM
Challenge Day Competition will be held
at the King Middle School competition
gym on Saturday, April 23. This event
will highlight our district-wide after
school STEM program with 150+ stu-
dents from grades 4-12 as they compete
in several STEM events including ro-
botics. Awards will take place at 1:15
pm. Come out and see what this STEM-
palooza is all about!

Registration open for NEW pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten
students

Registration for the 2022-23 school
year is now open for all new pre-kin-
dergarten and kindergarten students.
The pre-kindergarten program is a full-
day service, and students must be 4
years old on or before September 1,
2 0 2 2 .  T o  r e g i s t e r ,  g o  t o
www.sheldonisd.com/register/

Education Foundation presents
annual Sheldon Summer Scramble

To help raise funds for innovative
teaching grants for Sheldon ISD teach-
ers, the SISD Education Foundation is
hosting the annual Sheldon Summer
Scramble. The golf tournament will be
held at 8 a.m. Thursday, June 2 at the
Golf Club of Houston. Teams are on sale
now for $900. To play and support our
educators and students, call 281-727-
1331.

Carroll Elementary Wins TXLA’s
Branding Iron Award for Book Breakfast

Carroll Elementary wins the Branding
Iron Award from the Texas Library Asso-
ciation for their School Book Breakfast
program. This award honors creative
marketing and public relations activities
and programs.

Carroll Elementary’s Book Breakfast
was submitted for and recently won a Tex-
as Library Association Branding Iron
award for the “Special Events - School”
category.

The Branding Iron award honors cre-
ative marketing and public relations ac-
tivities and programs. Carroll Elementary
was the only winner in this category and
will receive a certificate signifying their
award and have its program details pub-
lished in the June 2022 issue of Texas Li-
brary Journal.

The Book Breakfast concept originat-
ed with former Royalwood Elementary
principal Ms. Carrasco. Then it was
brought to Carroll Elementary by current
principal Ms. Benavides. Ms. Chacon, li-
brarian at Carroll Elementary, expand-
ed the idea to create a bookstore-like
experience and ambiance for the students.

Carroll Elementary Wins TXLA’s Brand-
ing Iron Award for Book Breakfast

“Ms. Benavides brought the Book
Breakfast idea to me, and I realized we
could get more engagement and turn-out
if it was an experience rather than just a
lecture,” said Ms. Chacon.

One grade level at a time, parents are
invited to accompany their children to a
light breakfast while Ms. Chacon shares
literacy tips, tricks, and resources with
all. “I curate the books based on students’
interests so that they are always very ex-
cited and have a hard time choosing just
one! Further, I change out my table deco-
rations to create an ambiance and front-
facing bookstore atmosphere” said Ms.
Chacon.

North Channel Public Library also
partners with Carroll Elementary for
these events, and have community re-
sources available. Parents can also sign
up for an HCPL card on the spot.

“Recently, we had over 70 parents show
up and 65 signed up for a HCPL library
card! It’s a great event to connect with
the community and promote literacy at
the same time,” said Ms. Chacon.

More innovative programs are coming
across the district. Sheldon Lake Elemen-
tary will have Coffee & Crafts starting
April 4th - 8th. Parents of Sheldon Lake
Elementary can register here to rsvp.

CHANNELVIEW ISD
NEWS

Alice Johnson LOTC celebrated the life of U.S. Army Sergeant First Class Felicia
Berguin with her family and the Channelview Community. SFC Berguin served with
distinction for 20 years in the United States Army, serving in the Gulf War before
retiring and coming to Channelview ISD. In 2001, she became AJJH’s Leadership
Officer Training Corps’ instructor and spent 16 years training LOTC cadets towards
improving their minds and strengthening their bodies to the best of their abilities. As
a Non-Commissioned Officer, no one was more professional than her. During her ten-
ure as AJJH LOTC Instructor, she accomplished her missions with excellence and
placed the needs of her corps of cadets above her own.

On what would have been her 59th birthday, a memorial was dedicated in her
honor at Alice Johnson Junior High so that future generations of Channelview ISD
students may learn about and respect Sergeant First Class Berguin as a leader, en-
courager, and motivator.

Thank you for your service, SFC Berguin. This We’ll Defend!

Alice Johnson LOTC celebrated the
life of U.S. Army Sergeant First Class
Felicia Berguin

Autism Awareness Month

Congratulations to Osvaldo Garcia, North
Shore Senior High School student, for sign-
ing a scholarship to play ESports at the Uni-
versity of Saint Thomas!
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ASK DIAMOND JIM
CHARLOTTE’S

WEB
By Charlotte Jackson

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY✃

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print Newspapers,
too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

Diamond Jim: What’s
required to become

a “Jeweler”?It has happened too often. Noise from the
neighbors wakes me up and I find myself scrolling
through social media. Are there any notices for
lost children or adults? Which law enforcement
agencies have he posted updates about local
crime?

Over the past few years, it seems like there
have been too many mentions of our community
when death or crime is mentioned. One thing
comforting is that when it is a tragedy, there are
multiple posts that show up. There are always
the ones informing us of what has happened.
Then there are the ones helping to connect the
news with others. Within minutes, we put a
human face on the event. And then, there are the
so many posts where shock spreads through the
community.

If there has been a death, we all want to know
if there are loved ones and what do they need? If
it was a murder, we want to be sure to share
information with the loved ones about resources,
including information about how to secure Crime
Victim Assistance funding. If there are children
involved, the school district is notified and
services such as grief counseling and contacting
other relatives.

The news spreads and if by chance the victim
has been in the community any length of time,
there will be multiple groups contacted and
beginning to network. Was the person a graduate
of one of our local high schools? Did they work in
our community? Do they have parents or siblings
still in our area? If they have young children, how
can we help? Do we need to pick them up? Do we
need to get them anywhere to have some sense of
normality? How do we start talking to other
children about what is happening?

It will be a whirlwind of activities in the next
few days.

And the healing will begin because of the
amazing people in our lives. We will stay by the
sides of those who have lost someone. We will
reach out and send a card. We will make phone
calls and offer condolences not just to the immedi-
ate family, but to friends and coworkers.

But there is so much more to do. We need to
pray for the individuals who suffered a loss. We
need to pray for the First Responders who were
on the scene as the others will be involved in the
aftermath. Pray for the judge that will eventually
try the case as well as the jurors who have to a
decision. Pray for the loved ones who will patient-
ly await justice being served. Likewise, those that
are charged with a crime, will have family, and
loved ones who are going through their own pain
and frustration. And if you know anything about
mental illness, you will know that many of those
charged with crimes have made poor choices as
they were not taking medication for their diagno-
sis. The stigma of mental illness keeps many of
the ill from obtaining help, just as much as the
prohibitive cost of medication.

Life is not easy and again, I just want to
remind you that we are all in this together, and
together we can have influence. Hug someone
today. Share a smile.

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar

LETTERS
To The Editor

✯

Over the past 40 years, I’ve been asked this
question countless times. Thank you for asking
and allowing me to respond in writing. Most
people equate being a “jeweler” with nearly any
position in a jewelry store or jewelry manufac-
turing business. The Oxford Dictionary defines
the word “jeweler” as “a person or company that
makes or sells jewels or jewelry”. Technically, the
term or title of jeweler requires a little more
definition. Someone who sells jewelry is a Sales
Associate for a jewelry company and is not
necessarily a jeweler. Personally, I find that it
takes either the completion of formal education
from an accredited institute, or many, many
years of experience, or both, to earn the title of
‘Jeweler’.

The GIA (Gemological Institute of America)
is one of the most respected teaching institu-
tions in the world in the arena of gems including
diamonds, rubies, sapphires, emeralds, semi-
precious gems and pearls. A formal education
from the GIA will give you the educational
acumen (basis) to begin what can be a very
lucrative and rewarding career as a jeweler.
Some of the career options available, once you
have your schooling behind you, are; Gemolo-
gist, Bench Jeweler, Jewelry Appraiser, Jewelry
Auction Specialist, Gem Buyer, Jewelry Design-
er / Manufacturer, and more.

An inexperienced jewelry sales associate
tends to learn at the expense of a jewelry store
owner and staff who must teach that person the
basics of jewelry including how it’s designed and
created, how it’s displayed, the content of the
gold, platinum or silver metals in the jewelry,
and some knowledge of the gems or stones that
are set in the jewelry.

The GIA offers a learning environment that
employs some of the best jewelry educators and
lab equipment in the world. The cost of a formal
GIA jewelry education is surprisingly low
compared to a four year Bachelor’s Degree at a
university. For example, check out the begin-
ners course entitled “Applied Jewelry Profes-
sional™”.  Obtaining the Applied Jewelry
Professional™ credential is one of the fastest
and most effective ways to improve your under-
standing of gems and jewelry, and covers essen-
tial knowledge related to diamonds and popular
colored gems. You can earn your credential via
eLearning by taking three online courses.

Course Listing: Jewelry Essentials, Dia-
mond Essentials, and Colored Stones Essentials

The Graduate Gemologist credential is the
most prestigious credential in the industry. The
GIA Graduate Gemologist program gives you
the comprehensive knowledge of diamonds and
colored stones you need to succeed anywhere in
the jewelry business. You’ll gain both technical
expertise and practical skills to evaluate gem-
stones by the 4Cs (color, clarity, cut, and carat
weight), the International Diamond Grading
System™, and the Colored Stone Grading
System.

For more information, please logon to
www.GIA.edu. If I can be of any assistance to
you as you begin your amazing path towards a
knowledgeable and rewarding career in the
jewelry industry, please let me know.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond
Jim” column and for supporting the North
Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond
dealer and precious metals broker.  Pineforest
Jewelry has been a proud member of the Inde-
pendent Jewelers Organization and the Retail
Jewelers Organization for many years.  See
more at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds, precious stones, precious
metals, and other questions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

To the Editor:

Who is Rosemary Reed Coreathers?

Rosemary “Rose” is the mother of 3 and the
wife of the late community activist, Elisiah
Coreathers Jr. She had been a resident of Galena
Park since the 1950’s and is a graduate of Fidelity
Manor High School.

Rose received a Bachelor of Science in Nursing
from Texas Women’s University and was devoted
to ensuring quality healthcare was available to
all regardless of socio-economic status.  It was her
pleasure to serve the community at Ben Taub,
Harris County Psychiatric Center and North
Shore Middle School.  She has held positions as
head nurse, supervisor and Coordinator of Health
Services.

Rose’s love for her community was displayed
again when she partnered with other community
members and the Houston Food Bank to fund
food distribution in our city. She has volunteered
at Galena Park Middle School, worked as a
Volunteer Voter Register and is a member of the
Galena Manor Civic Club.  She is a member of the
Galena Manor Civic Club and worked as a Volun-
teered Voter Resistor. A strong faith based
foundation supports he active membership in Our
Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church and as
charter member of the Drexel Society, a Catholic
women’s organization.

When elected, I will connect with our communi-
ty to listen and better understand our needs. As
the Commissioner my plan is to:

 1.Meet with the Department Head of Streets
and Bridges to know exactly the city needs

 2.Team-up with Harris County Commissioner
Garcia and Harris County Flood Control to
develop a functional plan for our flooding prob-
lems

 3.Work with the Mayor and the Commission-
ers to improve the Police and Fire departments

 4.Work with the community, Mayor and
Commissioners to improve the city charter and
implement term limits for leadership positions

Change will only happen if we work together.  I
need your vote!  Thank You!

Early Voting: April 25th-May 3rd      Election
Day: May 7th

Vote by mail application deadline: April 26,
2022 for May 7th election- call 713-755-6965

Vote for Change- Vote
for Transparency
Rosemary Reed Coreathers for
Galena Park Commissioner Position 4 –
Streets and Bridges

When Tragedy Strikes

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5906 Star Lane,
Houston TX 77057 or an email to
NORTHCHANNELSTAR@GMAIL.COM. Please limit
your words to about 200. Letters will be subject to
editing. We will not publish letter of criticism of other
parties. Thank you.
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

A Lot of
Cake

The plan was to buy ev-
eryone cake.

My husband, Peter, and I
are finally getting ready to
leave Mexico, and we can’t
say we are too happy about
it.

The last two months in
San Miguel de Allende have
convinced us that it is a place
we want to return to, and
now leaving it feels very
hard—especially when my
sister tells me about the
freezing rain hitting her
home right now.

“We had to cancel our trip
to visit Uncle Andy and Bea!”
she tells me. “The roads were
terrible!”

As I sit in the evening
sunshine, in a city where
people usually don’t need to
heat their homes and never
need air conditioning, the
idea of freezing rain does not
exactly make me homesick.

“Why are we leaving,
again?” Peter asks.

But I’m anxious to see
family again. My dad is go-
ing in for a bunch of tests. My
sister is getting her knee op-
erated on. Peter’s sister, Shel-
ley, will be having a
procedure done on her back.
All of these things are impor-
tant—if not particularly fun.
So the plan yesterday was to
do something festive, and I
couldn’t think of anything
more festive than cake.

The idea for the party was
Peter’s.

We were so grateful to
find this little hotel when we
did. Our lodging on the coast
turned out to be a disaster,
and our choices were to ei-
ther return home early or
find something back in San
Miguel de Allende—in the
high season, without reser-
vations. When we found this
little one-bedroom apart-
ment overlooking the court-
yard filled with more than
2,000 smiling sun faces, we
felt as if we had been saved.

“I am calling you Salva-
dor,” Peter told Jorge, the
owner of the small hotel.
“You saved us!” Jorge smiled.

The hotel used to be
Jorge’s family home. He was
born and raised within its
walls, along with his 12 sib-
lings. In the mid-1980s, he
began the process of convert-
ing it into a hotel. Now it is
his pride and joy, and he
spends his days putting
more artwork on the walls
and more plants into pots.

We ordered a chocolate
layer cake with buttercream
frosting. It had fresh fruit
between the layers and a
smiling sun face on the top.
A woman at the market
squeezed about 50 lemons
for me, and we made fresh
lemonade. Then Jorge and
his employees and the three
artists he keeps busy every
day all gathered together in
the courtyard with the
2000+ suns to eat cake.

Once we were all gath-
ered, I found myself com-
pletely without Spanish
words to thank them prop-
erly. This is what happens to
me when I have something
important to say in Span-
ish—I forget every word I
ever knew. So, instead, we
cut the cake and poured lem-
onade and smiled a lot. I
think they all got the mes-
sage.

“That was a good party!”
Peter announced when we fi-
nally returned to our little
apartment upstairs. “Jorge
ate a lot of cake!”

We don’t know what they
really think of us, the kind
people running this family
hotel. We wouldn’t blame
them if they thought we
were a little awkward or odd.

But we wanted to try to
let them know how much we
appreciated finding such a
clean, cheerful place to live.
We appreciated all the beau-
tiful art being made, the
plants being grown, the
countless small kindnesses
shown to us every day.

“Gracias!” we say again
and again. “Thank you.”

“De nada,” they always re-
ply. “It’s nothing.”

But, of course, it is every-
thing.

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir
is called “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

Traffic deaths spike in highway
work zones

Flying the Friendly Skies

TRAFFIC DEATHS SPIKE IN
HIGHWAY WORK ZONES

The Texas Department
of Transportation wants
motorists to be aware of
dangerous conditions in
road construction zones af-
ter crashes in those zones
killed 244 people last year.

The death toll is an in-
crease of 33% over 2020
and is the highest in 40
years. The majority of
those who died were driv-
ers or their passengers, ac-
cording to TxDOT.

“It’s important for driv-
ers to remember that driv-
ing conditions in work
zones can be especially
challenging because of ex-
tra congestion, slow-mov-
ing heavy equipment,
temporary barriers and
vehicles that make sudden
stops,” Marc Williams, Tx-
DOT executive director,
said. “That’s why it’s cru-
cial for everyone to give
driving their full attention
and drive a safe speed in
areas where construction
and maintenance are un-
derway.”

Among the tips offered
by the agency to cut acci-
dents:

• Slow down and follow
the posted speed limit.

• Pay attention, put
down the phone and keep
your mind on the road.

• Watch out for road
crews and follow flaggers’
instructions.

• Don’t tailgate. Allow
enough room to stop safe-
ly.

• Plan for extra time to
reach your destination,
since road construction can
slow traffic.

Traffic fines double in
work zones when workers
are present.

WILDFIRE RISK CONTINUES
WITH DRY, WINDY
CONDITIONS

The risk of more wild-
fires continues this week
with much of the state un-
der drought conditions.

“Critical fire weather in-
cludes above-normal tem-
peratures, increased wind
speeds and low relative hu-
midity levels,” according
to a Texas A&M Forest
Service news release.
Wildfires that start under
these conditions may be

difficult to control, the
agency said. The risk is
nearly statewide, as virtu-
ally all of the state remains
under drought conditions.

During the first week of
April, the forest service
and local fire departments
responded to 117 wildfires
that burned 23,560 acres.

TEXAS HISTORY
INSTRUCTION EXPANDED

The State  Board o f
Education decided last
week to expand instruction
in Texas history to six
grade levels, meaning stu-
dents in those grades will
have their knowledge of
the state’s history tested
on the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills
exam.

For decades, Texas his-
tory has been taught in
fourth and seventh grades.
Now it will also be taught
in kindergarten through
second grade, and sixth
and eighth grades.

“With this significant
increase, students will
study Texas and the peo-
ple and events that define
it in most grade levels pri-
or to high school,” accord-
ing to an SBOE news
release.

The board will consider
proposed revisions to the
social studies aspect of
TEKS at the June meeting
to include Texas history
content. Final revisions
are scheduled for Novem-
ber.

PLEASE DON’T TOUCH THE
WILDLIFE

With the balmy weath-
er of a Texas spring, more
folks are enjoying the out-
doors. Experts at the Tex-

as Parks and Wildlife De-
partment urge people who
encounter wildlife to avoid
lending a helping hand.

Often, the young off-
spring of wild animals can
be mistaken as having
been abandoned. Many of
these human-animal en-
counters are unnecessary
and can be detrimental to
wildlife.

Newborn fawns, for ex-
ample, are often left for
hours at a time by the doe
a s  s h e  f o r a g e s  f o r
food. “During that time,
people may spot a fawn ly-
ing alone in tall grass or in
a brushy area. Many peo-
ple interfere with the
fawn, thinking it has been
abandoned by its mother
and needs help. This is
rarely the case,” according
to TPWD.

TPWD experts advise
folks to leave all young an-
imals alone unless obvi-
ously injured. Spend some
time observing from a dis-
tance to determine if the
animal truly is injured,
since the mother may not
return if humans are close
by.

The same principle ap-
plies to young birds. “If the
bird’s eyes are open, it has
feathers and is hopping
around, mom and dad are
likely nearby. Grounded
fledglings will usually be
up and flying within a few
days,” according to TPWD.

If a wild animal is sick
or injured, people are en-
couraged to contact a per-
m i t t e d  w i l d l i f e
rehabilitator, which can be
found on the TPWD Wild-
l i f e  D i v i s i o n
website: tpwd.texas.gov/
huntwild/wild/rehab/.

COVID-19 cases rise
while deaths, hospital-
izations decline

The number of new Tex-
as cases of COVID-19 re-
ported by the Coronavirus
Resource Center at Johns
H o p k i n s  U n i v e r s i t y
jumped by more than 100%
in the past week to 46,375,
though deaths dropped to
252 during the same time
period.

Lab-confirmed COVID-
19 hospitalizations in Tex-
as have dropped to 875
patients, the lowest level
in months. The highly con-
tagious subvariant of Omi-
cron, dubbed BA.2, has
become the dominant ver-
sion worldwide and is ac-
counting for the majority of
new cases.

Like the original omi-
cron variant, this strain is
more transmissible but
generally has less-severe
symptoms, according to
health experts. The best
protection continues to be
getting vaccinated and get-
ting a booster if already
vaccinated, according to
the Texas Department of
State Health Services.

DSHS says unvaccinat-
ed Texans are eight times
more likely to test positive
for COVID-19 and 42 times
more likely to die of a COV-
ID-19 associated illness.

As of Sunday, 17.479
million Texans — or near-
ly 60% of the state’s popu-
l a t i o n  —  w e r e
fully vaccinated, with 6.6
million getting a booster
dose.

✯
STARLITE

By Gil Hoffman, Publisher

This Easter week was especially pleasant
around our house, because we had a visit
from our grandkids. Since they live in

Ohio, we don’t see them as often as we would like.
Iris is 5 years old now, and Reed is 2. Like the
plants they are named for (maybe), they grow up
fast and we need to keep track of them on a
regular basis.

Although our daughter and their mother,
Kristan, grew up in Houston, when they visit
they explore wonders that seem very special to
this city and different from their snowy climate in
Ohio. And they keep us busy with their activities.
Almost every day we spent time at an outdoor
swimming pool, visited Hermann Park and Zoo,
splash pad and train, played at Levi Park near
Greenway Plaza, ate their favorite Chinese food
in Bellaire Chinatown, visited the Childrens
Museum, and more.

The trip to Houston is very special to the
grandkids, and they look forward to the flight as
well as the fun they have while they are here. But
this trip, they had a unique experience that most
of us, kids or adults, would be thrilled with. When
they boarded the United Express jet for their
return trip to Ohio, the flight crew asked them if
the would like to sit in the cockpit. Wow, how
special is that! As you can see from the photos,
they had a very unique experience, and who
knows, maybe it will lead to a career path, or at
least a great story to tell their classmates when
they return.

United Airlines has an expression, “Fly the
Friendly Skies” and this time they certainly made
a memorable time for the grandkids and their
family. Thank you, United Airlines.

PILOT REED IN THE COCKPIT WITH HIS TEDDY BEAR

CO-PILOT IRIS IN THE COCKPIT

GRANDKIDS IRIS AND REED, AT IAH AIRPORT
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HELP WANTED

Yard Maintainer
person needed. Part
time or Full time.
Highlands area. Call
281-843-2626

FOR RENT
Rental Units in
Highlands area. 1 to
2 bedroom units.
Starting at $695 all
bills paid. Call 281-
843-2626

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
JOURNALIST/EDITOR

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com

7 PLOTS AVAILABLE
PRIME LOCATION

STERLING-WHITE CEME-
TERY

GARDEN OF HOPE
1 Triple, 1 Double, 2 Single
$1500 Each plus transfer

TEL. 281-380-6735

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

tfn

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MARKETING/
SALES PERSON

Position available for AD SALES represen-
tative. Experience helpful but not neces-
sary. Possible to work from home. Suit-
able for Part Time, or Full Time. Commis-
sion plus. Send letter of interest to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or call 713-252-
8000

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

CABLE TV

DIRECTV - Every live
football game, every
Sunday - anywhere -
on your favorite
device. Restrictions
apply. Call IVS - 1-
866-712-8312

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-
346-299-9169

Sr. Instrumentation & Controls
Engineer, Channelview, TX.

Design deliverables for project(s)
in front end, detailed design, &
construction phases. Develop

instrument specs, inquiry/
purchase pkgs, index, loops &
logic diagrams. Send resume/

cover letter to Paton Engineers &
Constructors at

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
LEGAL NOTICES APPEAR
IN THE HIGHLANDS STAR

CROSBY COURIER,
AND THE NORTH
CHANNEL STAR.

CALL 713-266-3444

A PLACE FOR MOM.
The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Con-
tact our trusted, local ex-
perts today! Our service is
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-
855-972-7919

SENIOR HOME
CARE

SENIOR HOME
CARE

Check us on the go at
www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE
When you call these Advertisers, this

Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase of not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

15-2t



Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STARPage 6 THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2022

Sales Tax Holiday,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

than $3,000.
For purchases made on-

line, note that delivery,
shipping, handling and
transportation charges are
part of the sales price. If
the emergency preparation
item being purchased is
taxable ,  the  de l ivery
charge is also taxable. Con-
sider these charges when
determining whether an
emergency preparation
item can be purchased tax-
free during the holiday.

For example, if you pur-
chase a rescue ladder on-
line for $299 with a $10

delivery charge, the total
sales price is $309. Be-
cause the total sales price
of the ladder is more than
$300, tax is due on the
$309 sales price.

S e v e r a l  o v e r - t h e -
counter self-care items,
such as antibacterial hand
sanitizer, soap, spray and
wipes, are always exempt
from sales tax if they are
labeled with a  “Drug
Facts” panel in accordance
with federal Food and
Drug  Adminis t rat ion
(FDA) regulations.

“hydraulic heave” that
would make the excava-
tion unstable and fill with
water. This would occur
because the excavations
were so deep.

Although TXDOT has
not announced exact plans
for the I-10 replacement
bridge, the consultants,
GHD engineers, claim that
part of the structure would
be built in the only remain-
ig  Right-Of-Way,  and
make access to the site im-
possible or at least diffi-
cult. The engineers state
that at least 162,000 cubic
yards of material must be
removed, taking 20,000
truckloads to haul away.
They state that the bridge
construction might start as
early as 2025 or 2026, im-
pacting the movement of
trucks and equipment at
the Waste Pits site.

For these reasons, the
Respondents have asked
for a pause in the schedule,
to “reconsider and alter the
response action.” This in-
cludes changing the crite-
ria for how waste material
is tested to determine how
much must be removed.
They recommend a test
called SWAC (Surface-
Weighted Average Concen-
tration) but this is not
approved in the ROD. It
would allow a reduction in
toxicity of material to be
removed from 30ng/kg to
about half the amount.

The Responsible Parties
are International Paper
Company, and McGinnes
Industrial Maintenance
Corp.  They signed an
agreement with the EPA
several years ago, to re-
move the toxic dioxin ma-
terials at their expense, in
an approved manner. Now
they seem to want to re-
examine this agreement.

Jackie Young Medcalf
has led the movement
against the Responsible
Parties, and to make them
fully remove the material

Waste Pits delay ,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and restore it to its natu-
ral condition prior to the
waste pits. In her press
conference last week, she
stated:

The San Jacinto River
Waste Pits Superfund Site
is one of the most vulnera-
ble and notorious Super-
fund sites in the nation.
Consultants working for
the parties responsible for
these toxic pits, recently
submitted a letter to the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), claiming
they cannot clean up the
Site as previously ordered
by the EPA. However, this
is not the responsible par-
ty’s first attempt to con-
vince the EPA, and others,
that the waste should re-
main in the river. In fact,
internal corporate emails
from 2011 show they had
a plan to create a global
consensus to “sell” leaving
the waste in the river as
the final remedy. The
catch? Hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars are on the
line for the parties respon-
sible but the future of
Galveston Bay and the
health of our communities
hinge on this waste being
removed in a controlled
and engineered environ-
ment and not in the next
hurricane.

The Pits, straddling In-
terstate 10 in the San Ja-
cinto River, were filled
with dioxin-contaminated
waste in the 1960s and
have been in a heated bat-
tle between community
members and those re-
sponsible for the cleanup.
The EPA named Interna-
tional Paper and McGinn-
is Industrial Maintenance
Corporation (MIMC, a
Waste Management of
Texas and Waste Manage-
ment Inc subsidiary) the
parties responsible for the
cleanup under a federal
administrative order.

The San Jacinto River
Coalition, a local commu-

nity group led by Texas
Health and Environment
Alliance (THEA), began
advocating for the full re-
moval of the Waste Pits
over a decade ago. The Co-
alition, with over 55,000
supporters, has worked
with scientific experts and
policy advisers to under-
stand what is truly the
best remedy for this Super-
fund Site. In 2017, the
EPA signed the Record of
Decision (ROD) for the
complete removal of the
Northern Pit down to a lev-
el of dioxin that is safe for
a youth recreational fish-
erman - exactly what the
local communities asked
for.

In a recently released
letter, the responsible par-
ties dispute the ability to
remove the waste as de-
scribed in the ROD and
ask the EPA to consider
altering their selected
cleanup plan. Jackie Med-
calf, a former resident and
the founder of THEA,
states that “this is nothing
more than smoke and mir-
rors - removal is possible,
it will cost hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars, but it is
feasible.” The reality of the
situation is the waste will
remain toxic for upwards
of 750 more years if left in
the river. How many hur-
ricanes will strike our
coast during that time and
how many more genera-
tions have to live with this
burden?

In reply to the letter
from the Responsible par-
ties, the EPA’s Region 6
Regional Administrator
Earthea Nance, sent a let-
ter in response, stating
that EPA would not grant
a schedule extension, and
that 90% Remedial De-
signs were still due on
June 26. However, she did
say that after submission,
the parties could work on
any modifications that
might be required.

Purchases that do not
qualify include:

-- batteries for automo-
biles, boats and other mo-
torized vehicles;

-- camping stoves and
camping supplies;

-- chainsaws;
-- plywood;
-- extension ladders and

stepladders; and
-- tents.
A list of  emergency

preparation supplies that
may be purchased tax-free
can be found on the Comp-
troller’s website.

Federal Funding for Galena
Park and Jacinto City,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

drinking water to resi-
dents and will provide for
more than 100 new fire
hydrants for our first re-
sponders to better protect
and serve residents.”

The GP project would
replace and upgrade the
aging system and allow the
city to guarantee delivery
of potable drinking water
to residents and provide
adequate firewater pres-
sure in case of fire.  The
project would replace over
52,000 linear feet of water
mains.

In Jacinto City she said,
“Securing nearly $1 mil-
lion in federal funding for
Jacinto City to replace
some of their 80-year-old
water mains is something

I’m incredibly proud to an-
nounce. These funds will
be used to upgrade the wa-
ter main infrastructure
from Market Street to
Lane Street. It will provide
more residents access to
drinking water and addi-
tional water pressure for
fire protection.”

The JC water infra-
structure project will re-
p l a c e  s o m e  e x i s t i n g
80-year-old water mains
serving a region from
south of Market Street to
Lane Street. This will yield
a significant increase in
water flow and pressure to
ensure access to potable
water and required water
pressure for fire protec-
tion.

Galena Park’s Mayor
Esmeralda Moya said she
was thankful for Congress-
woman’s Garcia’s securing
the funding she and the
city has been wanting and
needing for a good while to
bring the city’s water infra-
structure up to modern
standards.

Jacinto City’s Mayor
Ana Diaz said, “In behalf
of the citizens I want to
thank Congresswoman
Garcia for helping secure
the funds we need to make
improvements to improve
the quality of life we need
and deserve. It’s good to
see our citizens federal tax
dollars come back from
Washington to be used in
their city.”

Little Ads Get
BIG RESULTS

Try It. 713-266-3444
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LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE Application has

been made with the Texas Alcoholic

Beverage Commission for a NEW

MIXED BEVERAGE PERMIT,

NEW FOOD AND BEVERAGE

CERTIFICATE & NEW LATE

HOURS CERTIFICATE by DER-

RON GIBSON dba 3D’S KRAZY

KITCHEN BAR & LOUNGE LLC,

to be located at 9522 N SAM HOUS-

TON PKWY E SUITE 2500, HUM-

BLE, Texas 77396, Harris County.

Officers/Owners of 3D’S KRAZY

KITCHEN BAR & LOUNGE LLC

are DERRON & MARIAH GIBSON

AND LUCIOUS & AUNDRIA BAR-

NUM.

Two die in another train/car collision
HARRIS COUNTY – Two people died after a train

reportedly slammed into a car in northeast Harris Coun-
ty Saturday evening.

According to officials from the Harris County Sher-
iff’s Office, the crash occurred in the 12900 block of Beau-
mont Highway and Van Hut Lane around 8 p.m.

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez said in a news conference that a
Chrysler 300 attempted to cut around the railroad cross-
ing arms, when an Amtrak passenger train collided with
the vehicle.

The vehicle was then engulfed in flames, according to
Gonzalez.

Deputies said two people were ejected from the vehi-
cle. Both died at the scene.

Witnesses told deputies that the arms were down at
the time of the crash, and the vehicle tried to beat the
train.

The Amtrak train had three cars
and 81 passengers. The train had
minor damage in the front, accord-
ing to Sheriff Gonzalez.

No injuries were reported to any
of the passengers or crew members
onboard.

Amtrak issued the fullowing
statement:

“On April 16, Amtrak train 1 was
traveling from New Orleans to Los
Angeles when an occupied vehicle
obstructing the track came into con-
tact with the train about 12 miles
from Houston Station. There have
been no reported injuries to the 81
passengers or crew onboard. Amtrak
is working with local law enforce-
ment to investigate the incident.”

Vehicle drove around crossing gates

Amtrak passenger train stopped on tracks near Old Beaumont Highway
and Van Hut Lane, Saturday night after hitting a car attempting to cross
the tracks. Despite damage to the entine, the train later continued
westbound to Los Angeles.

GP/JC ROTARY AUCTIONS CAKES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ident Elect Julien Guillor,
Secretary Zachary Fade,
Treasurer Jennifer Led-
with, International Service
Maria Cortez-Ochoa, The
Rotary Foundation & Pub-
lic Relations Eileen Bright-
well, Membership Juan
Flores and Immediate Past
President Juan Flores.

Baking cakes to be auc-
tioned were GPISD Trust-
ees, Superintendant Dr.
John Moore, elected state
officials, judges, teachers,
administrative staffs of
GPISD schools, Rotary Of-
ficers and members all
pitched in and contributed
to the auction’s success.

G a l e n a  P a r k  H i g h
School’s Culinary Arts
Class students under the
direction of Chef Lester
Charles and Chef Marie
Martinez helped bake and
show the cakes, they are:
Adriana Garibay, Brennan
Martin, Jacqueline Piedra,
Ayana Oviedo, Samantha

Roberts, Gabriella Munoz,
Priscilla Guevara, Abigail
Fajardo, Jacqueline Her-
nandez, Alexis Pena Lu-
jano ,  Mar ia  Bara jas ,
Joselyn Maldonado Cedil-
lo, Yulinana Trevino, Zaira
Villegas Vierya, Andrea
R o d r i g u e z ,  J a s m i n e
F a u l k n e r ,  A d r i a n a
Ramirez, Estefani Moreno
Hernandez, Giselle Flores,
Lizbeth Rojo and Jacob
J o h n s o n .
Allanj211@aol.com

Upper extreme left Chef Lester Charles & extreme upper right Chef Marie Martinez with GPHS Culinary Arts
Class students.  (Photo By Allan Jamail)

GPHS students with auction winner Principal Ramirez &
Special GP cake.
L – R: Adriana Ramirez, GP Middle School Principal Lee
Ramirez & Jacob Johnson   (Photo By Allan Jamail)

$300 high bidder GP Middle School Principal Lee
Ramirez & Gladys Gutierrez cake baker & assistant
principal secretary.  (Photo By Allan Jamail)

CAPITAL BANK cake buyers include Doris Medrano, Al Gutierrez, Rotarian
Maria Cortez-Ochoa, Melissa Mohr, and Robert Lunde.
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