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CHANNEL
CURRENTS

Monthly Market by Night
at the Jacinto City Town
Center. Saturday, May 14th,
5pm - 9pm.

Vendors should Contact
City Hall for information and
an applicatiion for a booth.

Jacinto City
Nite Market
May 14

ELECTION RESULTS:

Amendments pass, Bonds defeated
Sheldon bonds fail;
Moya re-elected
Mayor of Galena Park

HARRIS COUNTY –
Voters went to the polls
last Saturday, and voted
on the few issues that
were on the ballot. Two
s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n
amendments, that lower
property taxes, easily
p a s s e d .  S t a t e w i d e ,
1,300,000 votes were

cast, with 85% approving
the amendments.

Other ballot items
were local, including two
bond issues in Huffman,
that were defeated by
over 60% of the elector-
ate that voted, and a
Sheldon bond issue that

was defeated by more
than 65% of those who
voted. Obviously the
electorate was not in a
mood to spend money
that might mean high-
er taxes for them. Both
districts had stated
that they needed the
money to build or im-
prove facilities to ac-
commodate student
growth.

In Crosby, three di-
rectors for Newport
MUD were elected:

ROTARY FISH FRY THIS SATURDAY

Right Perspective view of the new station

SHELDON FD BREAKS
GROUND FOR NEW STATION

S H E L D O N -  T h e
Emergency Services Dis-
trict #60 (ESD #60) and
Sheldon Community Fire
& Rescue (SCFR) had
their groundbreaking cer-
emony for their new ad-
ministration and fire
station. The event took
place the morning of
April 8 when officials
gathered on the constrcu-
tion site. The Building
will be in the fully wood-
ed site located at the cor-
ner of Uvalde Rd and
Kinsman Rd, Houston
TX.  The site will have
two buildings- one for the
Administration/Fire and
the other for Mainte-
nance.

Building is scheduled
to be completed Septem-
ber/mid October 2022.

Construction is cur-
rently in progress on the
new Station No. 1 which
will serve the southern-
most part of the Sheldon
district and surrounding
areas, totaling approxi-
mately 100 miles. The
new administration and
fire station is set on 4.4
acres of land and will be
21,500 square feet. Three

By Gerardo Hernandez

Harris County E.S.D 60 and HCESD 60 Commissioners Officials
L – R: Daron Mcaslin, Don T. Nesbitt, Sidney Webb Fire Chief and
Margie Buentello of the NCAChambers

bays will have the capaci-
ty to house up to six ap-
paratus. Initially, these
will include an engine, a
High-Water Rescue Vehi-
cle and a tanker. Crews of
four firefighters will ro-
tate for 24/7/365 for con-
t i n u o u s  c o v e r a g e .
Administration will also
be housed in the new fa-
ci l i ty.  The project  is
planned for a September

2022 completion.
The facility will in-

clude:
• Up to 140 mph wind-

rated building Category 4
hurricane safe building

• Larger bays and bay
doors for safer engine re-
sponse and parking

•  L a r g e r  m e e t i n g

Continued. See
Sheldon FD, Page 8

On Saturday, May 14
the Letter Carriers from
the Post Office will
hold their 30th Annual
“STAMP OUT HUNGER”
Food Drive. You are
asked to help, by
leaving a non-
perishable food
donation in a bag by
your mailbox, no later
than 9am that
morning. Your letter
carrier will do the rest.
All of the food
collected will be
distributed to local
food pantries.

SAT. MAY 14

Letter
Carriers
Food Drive

A few of the unique items in the Live
Auction on Saturday

Rotarians and the pub-
lic will get together this
Saturday, May 14 for the
47th Annual North Shore
Rotary Catfish Fry &
Crawfish Boil. That’s a
mouthful ,  but it  sure
tastes good.

This annual event re-
turns to an in-person style,
at its traditional location
in the Rotary Pavilion be-
hind the courthouse on
Wallilsville Road.

Fish-Fry chairman Ken
Wimbley promises that

this will not only have the
tastiest crawfish of all
time, but also the best
items for the Live and Si-
lent Auctions. The Rotari-
ans have had over a year
to prepare and collect some
unique and great items. All
proceeds from the event
will go to scholarships and
other community projects
benefitting North Shore.

The public is invited not
only to come have lunch,
but to take a chance on the
Raffle, and win a new Toy-

ota Tacoma pick-up or a Toyota Camry se-
dan. Raffle tickets are $100 and available
at the door. They include two great fish din-
ners. There are a total of 20 expensive priz-
es in the Raffle - so, take a chance.

Additional prizes in the raffle will be a
whole hog, a custom grill and firepit, Hous-
tonRodeo tickets, sports tickets, fireworks
packages, Apple iPad mini, Yeti cooler, and
much more.

Except for the pandemic year, this event
draws many hundreds that enjoy a day of
friendship and catching up with old Rotary
pals from all over the city, and lots of local
folks that wish they were Rotarians, too. It’s
a great event that everyone enjoys.

ESMERALDA MOYA, RE-ELECTED
MAYOR OF GALENA PARK

Continued. See
Election Results,
Page 5

Earl Boykin, Deborah
Florus, and DeLonne
Johnson. Johnson won by
only 3 votes over her op-
ponent, John Webb by a
count of 128 to 125.

GALENA PARK
In a closely watched

election for Mayor and
City Council, the incum-
bent Mayor Esmeralda
Moya and her slate of
four city commissioners
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SHELDON ISD NEWS

Today senior students at King High School participated in the annual Deci-
sion Day. Each year senior students who are accepted and commit to a college,
university, or post-secondary institution have an opportunity to participate in
Decision Day. Students are treated to breakfast and during a special assembly
are called down to the front to share where they have decided to go in the fall and
have an opportunity to collect a prize basket filled with goodies to help them in
their first year of college. Baskets are donated by Sheldon ISD schools, communi-
ty and staff.

Week of May 6, 2022

Registration open for NEW pre-kinder-
garten and kindergarten students

Registration for the 2022-23 school year is now open for all new pre-kindergar-
ten and kindergarten students. The pre-kindergarten program is a full-day ser-
vice, and students must be 4 years old on or before September 1, 2022. To register,
go to www.sheldonisd.com/register/

Education Foundation presents annual Sheldon Summer Scramble
To help raise funds for innovative teaching grants for Sheldon ISD teachers,

the SISD Education Foundation is hosting the annual Sheldon Summer Scram-
ble. The golf tournament will be held at 8 a.m. Thursday, June 2 at the Golf Club
of Houston. Teams are on sale now for $900. To play and support our educators
and students, call 281-727-1331.

Sheldon offers Blue Card program for senior citizen residents
The Blue Card Program is an initiative to honor all of our supporters in the

district who are age 65 or older. One of Sheldon ISD’s goals is to create and foster
an environment where all stakeholders are engaged and actively involved in the
work we do for children. The success of our students is a shared responsibility of
community members, parents, and educators, and we believe a community’s col-
lective power is greater than individual efforts. To sign up to be a Blue Card
member, go to www.sheldonisd.com/bluecard/

Members receive free entry to district-sponsored fine arts and sporting events
as well as a free luncheon each year with an opportunity to learn more about the
district and engage with district leaders.

Seniors Celebrate Graduation with De-
cision Day

Senior students at King High School participated in the annual Decision Day.

Senior students at King High School participated in the annual Decision Day.

Senior students at King High School participated in the annual Decision Day.

CHANNELVIEW ISD
NEWS

GALENA PARK ISD NEWS

On Saturday, April 30, H-E-B an-
nounced the state winners at the 20th

annual H-E-B Excellence in Education
Awards Ceremony during a banquet in
Austin, Texas. At the ceremony, H-E-B
CEO Howard Butt III presented awards
to educators, campuses, and school dis-
tricts throughout the state of Texas. Dr.
Martin was announced as the Second-
ary Principal winner and received a
$10,000 cash award for herself plus a
$25,000 grant for Galena Park High
School.

 “The thing I keep at the center of my
heart, my mind and every decision I
make is to treat every child like they
are my own. I think that helps us do
the right thing for everybody’s child and

Congratulations to Dr. Kimberly Martin,
Principal of Galena Park High School, for
winning the 2022 H-E-B Excellence in Ed-
ucation Secondary Principal award!

the right thing isn’t always easy, some-
times we have to make really difficult
decisions, we have to love on the kids,
and we have to support teachers,” Dr.
Martin said in an interview with H-E-
B. “In the end if we treat each human
being like they belong we can make
great changes.”

Since the H-E-B Excellence in Edu-
cation program’s inception in 2002, H-
E-B has awarded more than $13 million
in funding to benefit outstanding Tex-
as public schools, school boards, early
childhood facilities, teachers, and prin-
cipals.

Congratulations, Dr. Martin! Galena
Park ISD is so lucky to have you.

Dr. Kimberly Martin accepting awards

Dear Galena Park ID Family and
Friends,

May 2-6 is Employee Appreciation
Week, and I stand in awe and extend
my deepest appreciation to our teach-
ers, campus administration teams, stu-
dent nutrition staff, custodial staff,
maintenance and grounds staff, trans-
portation staff and the numerous de-
partments in our Administration
Building. The 3,000+ employees make
Galena Park ID a great place to be and
one of the best school districts on the
East side of Houston. Please be sure to
recognize your child’s teachers, your co-
workers or your friends who work in ed-
ucation for their hard work.

As we wind down the 2021-2022
school year, find reasons to celebrate and congratulate each other for completing
another successful year. The future looks brighter than ever with each passing
day and our preparations for the next school year are in full swing. Before you
know it, the Summer months will be here!

DR. IOHN MOORE
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

Message From The Superintendent

We celebrated National School Nurse
day! Our nurses look after the wellbe-
ing and overall health of our students
throughout the day, ensuring that ev-
ery student is happily healthy! All of
our nurses across our campuses are ex-
perienced veterans in the healthcare

National School Nurse Day
profession. They help patch up any stu-
dent who suffers from injury during the
school day and educate students on how
to maintain a healthy lifestyle. Thank
you nurses for all that you do in keep-
ing our students healthy!
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CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY✃

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print Newspapers,
too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim: What is
Alexandrite and
where is it
found?

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond
Jim” column and for supporting the North
Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond
dealer and precious metals broker.  Pineforest
Jewelry has been a proud member of the Inde-
pendent Jewelers Organization and the Retail
Jewelers Organization for many years.  See
more at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds, precious stones, precious
metals, and other questions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Variety Makes it Interesting
People enjoy a variety of things.  Some prefer

to live in houses while some prefer to live in
apartments.  Take a look around parking lots,
and you will see many models of cars, trucks and
crossover vehicles. Some people have conserva-
tive values while others tend to be liberal. Take a
five minute drive through the community and
you will see a variety of restaurants.  There will
be traditional hamburger venues as well as
pizza, chicken wings, Mexican food, and much
more.

Perhaps as you look around, you will see many
people who are educated and also find some who
earned a GED. You may find some with a college
degree and you may find some still enrolled in
classes. You meet some people who spend 50
years working for one company and you may find
others who change jobs every few months.

Many people in the community are involved in
service organizations such as Rotary Internation-
al or Pilot International. Others are heavily
involved in professional organizations such as
their local Chamber of Commerce. Still other
neighbors stay busy with programs offered
through organizations such as the John Maxwell
Leadership Group; some with groups working
with children and others working on their own
health.

Many of the neighbors attend traditional
churches, while others are studying other non-
traditional religions. There has been a decline in
church attendance, much due to the pandemic,
yet others left traditional churches even before
2020.

Over the weekend, I experienced working at a
Harris County Election location where the
neighbor across from the location had very loud
music competing with his neighbor’s rooster
throughout much of the 14 hours we worked. One
conservative community member wanted into the
polling location and made a comment that she
had never seen such a variety of poll workers.
She commented that in the 40 years she has
voted, all the clerks and judges looked like her
mother.  On Saturday, she found a variety of
workers, ranging from the 17 year old high school
clerk who was on site in case there were techni-
cal issues as well as serving as a translator for
those who spoke Spanish as their first language.
Of the six workers, none were married. Two were
biracial males that had some common experienc-
es. One of the women working was a native of
Chicago who moved to Texas looking for better
health care for her now deceased spouse. Another
of the females grew up in Houston but had never
ventured out of her own comfort zone as far as
neighborhoods and was concerned about the
health of the residents who lived near the voting
location as it was located in a community with
industry, homes, sheep tied to the neighbor’s
fence and unhealthy air quality. And then there
was me.  (If you have read my column or known
me any length of time, you know I have lived in
the area for 50 years and try my best to extend
love and hope to everyone I meet as well as
encourage them to get involved in some commu-
nity project.)

Throughout the day, we talked about many
subjects and experiences.  We laughed.  We
discussed current issues in America.  We all
agreed to keep in touch. We also all agreed that
life each of our address books looked just like us,
life would not be very interesting. We agreed that
to experience life to the fullest, you need variety.

Often described by gem aficionados as “emerald
by day, ruby by night,” Alexandrite is the very
rare color-change variety of the mineral chryso-
beryl. Originally discovered in Russia’s Ural
Mountains in the 1830s, it’s now found in Sri
Lanka, East Africa, and Brazil, but fine material
is exceptionally rare and valuable.

This 7.19-carat alexandrite was cut to feature
its beautiful color change.

Alexandrite, with its chameleon-like qualities,
is a rare variety of the mineral chrysoberyl. Its
color can be a lovely green in daylight or fluores-
cent light, changing to brownish or purplish red
in the incandescent light from a lamp or candle
flame. This is a result of the complex way the
mineral absorbs light. Alexandrite’s dramatic
color change is sometimes described as “emerald
by day, ruby by night.” Other gems also change
color in response to a light-source change, but
this gem’s transformation is so striking that the
phenomenon itself is often called “the alexandrite
effect.”

Alexandrite is also a strongly pleochroic gem,
which means it can show different colors when
viewed from different directions. Typically, its
three pleochroic colors are green, orange, and
purple-red. However, the striking color change
doesn’t arise from the gem’s pleochroism, but
rather from the mineral’s unusual light-absorb-
ing properties. Because of its scarcity, especially
in larger sizes, alexandrite is a relatively expen-
sive member of the chrysoberyl family. It shares
its status as a June birthstone with cultured
pearl and moonstone.

History

Abundant alexandrite deposits were first
discovered in 1830 in Russia’s Ural Mountains.
Those first Alexandrite were of very fine quality
and displayed vivid hues and dramatic color
change. The gem was named after the young
Alexander II, heir apparent to the throne. It
caught the country’s attention because its red and
green colors mirrored the national military colors
of imperial Russia.

The spectacular Ural Mountain deposits didn’t
last forever, and now most alexandrite comes
from Sri Lanka, East Africa, and Brazil. The
newer deposits contain some fine-quality stones,
but many display less-precise color change and
muddier hues than the nineteenth-century
Russian Alexandrite. You’ll still find estate
jewelry set with some of the famed Ural Moun-
tain Alexandrite. They remain the quality stan-
dard for this phenomenal gemstone.

More importantly, since 2015, you can find
Alexandrite right here in Houston (believe it or
not) at Pineforest Jewelry. Now isn’t that some-
thing!

Rotary Club of North Shore
   ·
Spring is in the air and that means baseball season. North Shore
Rotary president Shawn Silman had the pleasure of throwing out
the 1st pitch at North Shore Little League. Here he is posing for
pictures with the Rotary sponsored Space Cowboys.

Rotary sponsors North
Shore Little League

Rotary Club of North Shore

San Jacinto College and North Shore Challenger league team up
for great game. After the game the players received snow cones
from Kona Ice. North Shore Rotary’s Wayne Oquin had the
honor of throwing out the 1st pitch. We are proud to sponsor
the Challenger League and the great work they do with these
families.
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

We have crossed the one year anniversary of
President Joe Biden signing the $1.9 trillion
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) to help Ameri-
cans recover from the effects of COVID-19. Over
the past year, we have used ARPA funds to make
historic investments that touch every aspect of
Harris County life –- education, housing, health,
and jobs. Below are some of the projects that our
County has invested in to get our residents back
on their feet:

--Worked with the City of Houston and a
network of nonprofits (led by BakerRipley and
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston) to distribute rental assis-
tance to more than 70,000 families and landlords,
a model referred to as an “exemplar.”

--Helped 40,000 families with past-due bills or
other emergency expenses via $159 million in
direct assistance.

--Provided safe and stable housing for people
experiencing homelessness. We reduced home-
lessness by 1,000 people at the height of the
pandemic, and 20% over two years (more on this
below).

--Supported small and micro businesses with
$30 million in small business grants to assist
2,577 small businesses.

--Supplied area hospitals with hundreds of
additional nurses during the height of COVID.

--Planned a new state-of-the-art residential
complex that will serve as a one-stop support
center for youth aging out of foster care in Harris
County.

--Secured summer programming and enrich-
ment for an estimated 7,000 Harris County
children and youth in Summer 2022.

--Used incentives to encourage 30,000 more
residents to get their first shot of the COVID-19
vaccine.

--Addressed the pandemic’s impact on mental
health by investing in community-based behav-
ioral health services.

We’ve also invested in childcare access, early
childhood education, tackling neighborhood
blight, lead remediation, digital access, food
distribution, and integrating the county’s social
services safety net. And we won’t stop — we are
always looking for cutting edge, data-driven, and
research-based solutions to make the quality of
life in Harris County better for every one of our
residents. Fortunately, Harris County has a
strong network of dedicated nonprofits and
community leaders who work side-by-side with
local government to improve lives. We’re so proud
of everything our community has achieved by
working together!

Sincerely,

Lina Hidalgo

A Year of
accomplishments
with the American
Rescue Plan Act
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

A Great
Time to get
Old

Texas challenged by nursing,
trucker shortage

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

“It’s a great time to get
old!” That’s what my hus-
band, Peter, says.

He’s right. And getting old
is—as the saying goes—bet-
ter than the alternative. I
was thinking this while wait-
ing for my father to get a
pacemaker.

My father had no idea he
needed a pacemaker until
two days before he got one.
They had been monitoring
his heart because he was sud-
denly so tired that he was
getting winded going up a
flight of stairs. My dad typi-
cally climbs a lot of stairs, so
this was not a good develop-
ment. The monitor revealed
that his heart was beating
much more slowly than it was
supposed to.

“It’s been a cold spring,” I
told him. “Maybe you’re just
going into hibernation.”

The cardiologist did not
seem to think this was the
case. She told my dad that he
should get a pacemaker.

“Not interested,” my dad
said.

My dad has avoided mak-
ing major purchases since he
turned 80 a few years back.
He says he won’t live long
enough to get enough use out
of them.

He has not replaced the
come-along that is missing a
few teeth. He claims it was
entirely user error when the
come-along failed to catch
and he applied his full
strength to it when he was
pulling his Bobcat out of the
woods. With no resistance on
the winch, my dad flew over
backward and broke a bone
on his ankle.

“You need a new come-
along,” I told my dad.

“I’m not going to live long
enough to buy a new come-
along!” he told me. My sister
got him one for Christmas.

So I was not surprised that
his initial reaction to the
pacemaker was that this was
another extravagant acquisi-
tion he did not need. The car-
diologist disagreed. She told
my dad that it was no big
deal. They could get him in
the next day, and he would
spend only a few hours in the
hospital.

My dad relented. The pro-
cedure went without a hitch,
and my dad’s heart is now
beating at a more chipper
pace.

“It’s a great time to get
old!” I told my dad. My dad
agreed.

I have noted that conver-
sations with friends are now
dominated by discussions of
their latest ailments. It used
to be—before GPS and when
my friends were younger—
when there was a lull in con-
versation, the favorite topic
was: “The Best Way to Get
There.”

“You came up 35, huh? I
always think it’s a little fast-
er to follow the river, and
then when you get to…” And
so on.

I remember thinking this
was the dullest subject
ever—comparing routes and
trying to determine which
one might shave 10 minutes
off your driving time.

“You just wasted 15 min-
utes talking about it!” I want-
ed to scream.

Now there is little point in
discussing navigation since
we have relinquished those
decisions to our phones. In-
stead, the most frequent dis-
cussions lately are entitled,
“My Current Ailment.”

“Yeah, I’ve had that, too.
And lately, I’ve been getting
pains in my…” And so on.

Thankfully, I don’t have a
lot to talk about. And my dad
is an excellent role model. He
says, “Everyone is going to
have something go wrong
with them, eventually. It’s
just a question of what it will
be.”

When my dad left his
meeting with the cardiolo-
gist, he asked what he should
do differently before the pro-
cedure.

“Just try to act like an 80-
year-old for a few days, would
you?” she suggested.

I think she was kidding.
My dad said he would try.

Till next time,
Carrie
For photos from the col-

umn and other info visit:
CarrieClasson.com.

Texas has the fourth-
lowest nurse-to-popula-
tion ratio in the country,
with only 9.25 nurses per
1,000 residents, according
to a recent report by
the comptroller’s office.

The state’s aging popu-
lation, along with the
COVID-19 pandemic, has
put increased pressure on
all categories of nursing.
The largest shortage of
registered nurses and li-
censed vocational nurses
is occurring in inpatient
hospital settings and
nursing homes.

“COVID-19 has really
increased the shortage,”
said Texas Board of Nurs-
ing’s executive director,
Kathy Thomas. “Nurses
are walking out. They’re
worn out, they’re burned
out and they’re stepping
away from their jobs.”

Job shortages are also
taking place in the truck-
ing industry, which moves
72% of U.S. domestic
freight, according to the
American Trucking Asso-
ciations.

A shortage of commer-
cial truck drivers is con-
tributing to increasing
supply chain issues. John
Esparza, chief executive
officer of the Texas Truck-
ing Association, said it
will reach 160,000 drivers
by the end of the decade.

“We are losing a gener-
ation of drivers, and we
aren’t replacing them with
a generation of potential
dr ivers  that  is  large
enough,” he said.

Texas is home to near-
ly 200,000 commercial
truck drivers, the most in
the nation. The median
wage in the state for truck
drivers is $47,000.

Turnover is extremely
high, according to Ken
Tidwell, dean of San Ja-
cinto College’s workforce
development program,
which offers a commercial
driver’s license program
that is invariably full.

TPWD BACKING WILDLIFE
RECOVERY ACT

The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department says
the Recovering America’s
Wildlife Act now being
considered in Congress
could bring $50 million to

the state to protect wild-
life, restore land and pro-
vide the state’s residents
more way to enjoy the out-
doors.

“The litany of ways nat-
ural resources bolster the
Texas economy and im-
prove our quality of life is
seemingly endless,” said
Carter Smith, executive
director of  the Texas
Parks and Wildlife De-
partment.

“While  i t  would do
much to protect fish and
wildlife that need it most,
the Recovering America’s
Wildlife Act would also
mean a long-term invest-
ment in the public health
and well-being of all Tex-
ans, as well as steward-
ship of our home ground,”
Smith added.

TPWD is urging the
public to contact their rep-
resentatives in Congress
to support the legislation.

The bill would provide
$1.4 billion nationwide in
dedicated annual funding,
according to TPWD. It
would come from existing
revenues.

The Texas outdoor rec-
reation economy gener-
ates 327,000 jobs and $3.5
billion in state and local
tax funds, according to the
Outdoor Industry Associ-
ation.

DON’T LEAVE THE LIGHTS
ON IN MAY

It is bird migration sea-
son, and Texas is the epi-
center  o f  the  annual
voyage, with one of every
three birds migrating
through the United States
t h i s  s p r i n g  p a s s i n g
through our state.

BirdCast is urging ho-
meowners and businesses

to turn off  the lights
through its Lights Out
Texas initiative. An esti-
mated one billion bird
deaths occur annually in
the country from collisions
with buildings and struc-
tures as birds become dis-
o r i e n t e d  b y  n i g h t
lighting.

Building owners, busi-
nesses and homeowners
can protect migrating
birds by turning off all
non-essential lights from
11 p.m. to 6 a.m., accord-
ing to BirdCast.

HEALTH INSURER AGREES
TO SHUT DOWN

Houston-based Salvas-
en Health has agreed to
stop selling unauthorized
health insurance under
a consent order issued by
the Texas Department of
Insurance.

The agency said Salvas-
en was providing health
insurance without a li-
cense from TDI, which re-
c e i v e d  “ n u m e r o u s
complaints saying the in-
surance plans sold by Sal-
vasen did not offer the
health coverage buyers
had been promised.”

Under the terms of the
order, Salvasen must keep
paying claims until all ob-
ligations are met. If any
assets remain after that,
the company must pay
back premiums it collect-
ed.

The company marketed
health insurance policies
across the country, selling
roughly 65,000 unautho-
rized health plans.

TEXAS AGAIN RANKED #1
FOR BUSINESS

For the 18th year in a
row,  Texas  has  been
named the best state for
business by CEO Maga-
zine, although controver-
sies over pro-life and
anti-LGBTQ legislation
have caused concerns for
some CEO’s, according to
the  magazine ,  which
polled nearly 7000 chief
executives and business
owners.

The state of Florida fin-
ished second, followed by
Tennessee and Arizona.
At the bottom were Illi-
nois, New York and Cali-
fornia.

“There’s a big spread
across the Sun Belt from
Raleigh to Charlotte to
Tampa and Jacksonville,
and the big metro areas of
Texas, on to Phoenix that
are all in various respects
growing fast,” said Cullum
Clark, director of the Bush
Institute-SMU Economic
Growth Initiative. “It’s a
distinctive model.”

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches
and Cedar   Park.email
gborders@texaspress.com.

COUNTY
CONNECTION

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo

✯

“Before we begin our regular commencement tonight,”
said combined elementary/high school principal Jim
Albertson, “we have a special award to present. Will
Windy Wilson please come up here on the stage with
us?”
  Windy looked up at the stage in the gymnasium and all
he saw were black choir robes and smiles. He looked at
his fellow spectators and all he saw were grins and
people sitting down.
   “Windy?” said Jim. Windy walked up to the stage and
shook hands with the principal. “Put this on.”
  Windy draped a black robe around himself and put the
mortarboard on his head.
   Albertson pulled a piece of paper from his shirt pocket.
   “Alphonse Wilson, it is the judgment of your community
and friends that no one has ever worked harder for an
honorary doctor’s degree. Am I right on that?”
   The young graduates clapped and hooted, and so did
the audience. Windy looked at the floor and blushed right
through his grey beard.
   “We can’t give you an honorary doctorate here because
we don’t have one. But your neighbors discovered that
you only lacked one class to graduate from high school,
and we can do something about that.”
   “Alphonse Wilson … known to all as Windy … this
school … these young graduates … and all your friends
and neighbors are proud to bestow upon you an honorary
high school diploma.”
   Jim placed a ribbon with a medal hanging from it around
Windy’s neck and handed him a rolled-up certificate.
   Not too many aging cowboy camp cooks and
philosophers receive standing ovations, but then, there’s
nothing very ordinary about Windy Wilson and we all
know that.
——————-

Brought to you by Saddle Up: A Cowboy’s Guide to
Writing, by Slim Randles, now available at Amazon.com.
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2022 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: info@crosbytaxes.com

Maximum Tax Savings

✯    M I L E S T O N E S    P A G E    ✯

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Milestones Page Sponsors

Call 713-266-3444 to join to
join sponsorship of this
page. Thank you.

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

Election Results,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

were  ree lec ted .  For
months this administra-
tion had drawn criticism
on social media and the
attention of voters and
the press .  However,
when given the chance to
change, the actual num-
ber of voters that went to
the polls was about half
the number that voted 4
years ago, in 2020 when
Moya was elected.

Vote Totals are as fol-
lows:
MAYOR:
Esmeralda Moya 598
Mark Groba 16
Maricela Serna 353
POSITION #1
Zenaida Granados 566
Maria Barraza 373
POSITION #2
Cecilio Almazan 326
Jorge Rodriguez 615
POSITION #3
Veronica Garcia 603
Martha Cantu-Perez 342
POSITION #4
Hilda Barrientos 581
Rosemary Reed Coreathers 367

GALENA PARK ISD
Two trustee positions

were open on the board,
and voters chose Ramon
Garza, unopposed, and
Linda Clark Sherrard,
with 599 votes who de-
feated Juan Flores with

106 votes and Jeff Miller
with 416 votes.

NEXT: RUN-OFF
On May 24 voters will

be asked to return to the
polls, to determine win-
ners in elections that
took place in the March
Primary and require a
run-off. Early voting for
this will starts May 16th.

NEXT ELECTION
MAY 24

Texas voters over-
whelmingly approved
two proposed amend-
ments on May 7 that will
provide property tax re-
lief to homeowners.

Nearly 85% of voters
supported Proposition 2,
which raises the home-
stead exemption from
$25,000 to $40,000 start-
ing this year. That will
save the average home-
owner about $175 in
school property taxes.

Another proposition
that easily passed cor-
rects an oversight to a
2019 bill passed by the
Legislature, which didn’t
apply to homeowners
who are disabled or 65
and older, because their
school taxes were already
frozen.

The state will reim-

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterConleyfh.com

burse school districts for
tax funding lost by both
propositions, with the
Legislative Budget Board
anticipating the amount
at more than a half-bil-
lion dollars, according to
the Statesman.

Meanwhile, Texas vot-
ers get another opportu-
n i t y  t o  c a s t
ballots starting May
16 in primary runoff elec-
tions slated for both Re-
publican and Democratic
candidates. The election
is May 24, with early vot-
ing running until May
20.

Statewide runoff races
are slated for attorney
general and land com-
missioner in both parties,
lieutenant governor and
comptroller in the Dem-
ocratic race, and railroad
commissioner on Repub-
lican side of the ticket.

More information can
be found about particular
races at votetexas.gov.
Voters who cast ballots in
one party’s primary can-
not vote in the other par-
ty ’s  runof f  e lect ion.
However, voters who did
not cast ballots in the pri-
mary can vote in either
party’s runoff.

United States moves
Griner status to priority
Nimitz HS star in Russian prison;
WNBA teams show support

WASHINGTON – The Biden adminis-
tration has determined that WNBA star
Brittney Griner is being wrongfully de-
tained in Russia, meaning the United
States will more aggressively work to se-
cure her release even as the legal case
against her plays out, the State Depart-
ment said.

“The U.S. government will continue to
undertake efforts to provide appropriate
support to Ms. Griner,” the department
said.

Griner was detained at an airport in
February after Russian authorities said a
search of her bag revealed vape cartridg-
es containing oil derived from cannabis.
Since then, U.S. officials had stopped short
of classifying the Phoenix Mercury player
as wrongfully detained and said instead
that their focus was on ensuring that she
had access in jail to American consular af-
fairs officials.

Now, though, U.S. officials have shift-
ed supervision of her case to a State De-
partment section — the Office of the
Special Presidential Envoy for Hostage
Affairs — that is focused on negotiating
for the release of hostages and other Amer-
icans classified as being wrongfully de-
tained in other countries. A consular
officer did visit in March.

“Brittney has been detained for 75 days
and our expectation is that the White
House do whatever is necessary to bring
her home,” said Griner’s agent, Lindsay
Kagawa Colas.

The president of the WNBA players’
union, Nneka Ogwumike, noted in a sepa-
rate statement that “it has been 75 days
that our friend, teammate, sister, Britt-
ney Griner, has been wrongfully detained
in Russia.”

“It is time for her to come home,” Og-
wumike added. “Having learned that the
U.S. government has now determined that
BG is being wrongfully detained we are
hopeful that their efforts will be signifi-
cant, swift and successful.”

The WNBA released a statement Tues-
day night saying: “Today’s news on Britt-
ney Griner is a positive development and
a next step to getting her home. The

Griner in Russian Jail in February

WNBA is in constant communication
with the U.S. government on Brittney’s
case, working together to get her home
safe and as soon as possible.”

It was unclear what prompted the shift
in approach to Griner’s case, though Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s administration had
been under pressure from members of
Congress and others to make her release
a priority.

The U.S. last week secured the release
of Marine veteran Trevor Reed as part of
a prisoner swap that also resulted in a
convicted Russian drug trafficker being
freed from prison in the U.S.

Besides Griner, another American re-
garded as unjustly detained in Russia is
Paul Whelan, a corporate security exec-
utive from Michigan who was arrested in
December 2018 while visiting for a
friend’s wedding and was later sentenced
to 16 years in prison on espionage-relat-
ed charges his family says are bogus.

ESPN first reported the classification
in Griner’s case.

Meanwhile, the WNBA announced
Tuesday that it would honor Griner with
a floor decal and allow the Mercury to pay
her without it counting against the team’s
cap. The decal will feature Griner’s ini-
tials, BG, as well as her No. 42.

All 12 teams will have the decal on
their home courts starting with the sea-
son opener Friday night. The Mercury
open their season at home that night
against the Las Vegas Aces.
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

HELP WANTED

Yard Maintainer
person needed. Part
time or Full time.
Highlands area. Call
281-843-2626 FOR RENT

Rental Units in
Highlands area. 1 to
2 bedroom units.
Starting at $695 all
bills paid. Call 281-
843-2626

CABLE TV

DIRECTV - Every live
football game, every
Sunday - anywhere -
on your favorite
device. Restrictions
apply. Call IVS - 1-
866-712-8312

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-
346-299-9169

CEMETERY
PLOTS

CEMETERY
PLOTS

PRINTING &
MAILING
Full Service
Marketing Services.
713-977-2555

               tfn

SERVICES
Check us on the go at

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MARKETING/
SALES PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but not
necessary. Possible to work from home.
Suitable for Part Time, or Full Time.
Commission plus. Send letter of interest
to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or call 713-
252-8000

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

19-3T

A PLACE FOR MOM.
The nation’s largest senior
living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-855-972-7919

SENIOR HOME
CARE

SENIOR HOME
CARE

HELP WANTED

HOUSEKEEPER
1 Day a Week in
Highlands.
281-426-2878
K.L.Thompson@
frontier.com

19-2T

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May Be
Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and
mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call
855-333-1888

HEALTH

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

19-2T

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

19-2T

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
JOURNALIST/EDITOR

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com

BROOKSIDE CEMETERY
2 PLOTS AVAILABLE IN SECTION 20,

PINE RIDGE

2022 VALUED @ $6995. EACH
ASKING $5250 (OBO)

+ TRANSFER FEE

C: 832-915-1212    C: 713-419-0744
19-2T all
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

T h e  H a r r i s
County Pets Re-
source Center is
among the largest
open-admission
municipal shel-
ters in the region
and, yet, faces
daily overpopula-
tion challenges.

Sadly,  every
Spring we see a
huge jump in the
number of cats
and dogs in need.
But there is a re-
warding way for
you to help! By
f o s t e r i n g  o r
adopting a dog or
cat, you can give a loving
pet the home they de-
serve.

All animals adopted
are spayed or neutered,
are microchipped, receive
their vaccinations, and
have their pet license for

Adopt a Pet This Spring!

Harris County.
You can find out more

about adopting or foster-
ing a pet by visiting the
Harris County Pets web-
site here, or call (281)
999-3191 for more infor-
mation.
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rooms for hosting in-
house training

Funding for the $14
million project is under
the management of Emer-
gency Services District
#60. Members include
President Helen Lauers-
dor f ,  V ice  Pres ident
Daron McCaslin, Secre-
tary James Collins, Trea-
surer Alfred Adams and
Commissioner Dale Lang-
don. SCFR Board of Direc-
tors include President
Curtis Roane, Vice Presi-
dent Jim Gamel, Secre-
t a r y / T r e a s u r e r  E a r l

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New Construction-Sheldon Community
Fire and Rescue

Skank, Director Buster
Gates and Director Don
Nesbitt.

The new facility design
and engineering is by
Joiner Architects with
general contractor Gam-
ma Construction Compa-
ny. The project is overseen
and under the supervision
o f  D e l b e r t  M o f f e t t .
ESD#60/SCFR would like
to thank the community
for their continued sup-
port. The department is a
501c3 Non-Profit organi-
zation.

Left Perspective view of the new HCESD #60 Administration facililty

ESD#60 and HCESD 60 Commissioners Officials with their gold ceremonial groundbreaking shovels
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