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CHANNEL
CURRENTS

CHIC to hold
Waste Pits
Meeting May 26

Channelview Health &
Improvement Coalition will
be holding an in-person
meeting next Thursday
night, May 26th at 6:30 pm.
The meeting will be held at
the Channelview Fire
Department Station 3
located at 1210 Dell Dale,
Channelview, TX  77530.
There will be a social time
from 5:30 - 6:20 p.m.
before the meeting begins
at 6:30 p.m.

Texas Health &
Environment Alliance/San
Jacinto River Coalition –
Rachel Jordan – Will be
sharing information from
the May 16th SJR Waste Pits
Community Advisory Panel
meeting with the EPA,
provide updates regarding
the Waste Pits and address
your Waste Pits questions.
A copy of the slides from
the EPA San Jacinto River
Waste Pits PowerPoint
presentation at the May
17th meeting is attached
for your review prior to our
meeting.

Representatives from
Harris County Precinct 2
Commissioner Adrian
Garcia’s office, Precinct 3
Commissioner Tom
Ramsey’s office, Pollution
Control, and HC Sheriff’s
Office will be attending to
hear your concerns and to
be available to speak with
you.

Sales Tax
Holiday
May 28-30

(AUSTIN) —  Save on
the purchase of certain
water- and energy-efficient
products during the state’s
Water-Efficient Products
and ENERGY STAR® sales
tax holidays. The holidays,
created by the Texas
Legislature, both take
place Saturday, May 28,
through Monday, May 30.

“Anyone who’s lived
through a Texas summer
knows triple-digit tempera-
tures, outdated water
systems and inefficient
appliances can put a strain
on our water supplies and
power grids,” Hegar said.
“By taking advantage of
these sales tax holidays,
Texans can make upgrades
that will help alleviate
those pressures and lower
their utility bills — while
saving money on state and
local sales taxes.”

This is the seventh year
for the Water-Efficient
Products Sales Tax Holiday.
Products displaying a
WaterSense® label or logo
can be purchased tax free
for personal or business
use. These include
showerheads, bathroom
sink faucets and accesso-
ries, toilets, urinals and
landscape irrigation
controls.

The sales tax holiday
also applies to lawn and
garden products that help
conserve water outdoors.
Items qualifying for the
exemption include soaker
or drip-irrigation hoses;
moisture controls for
sprinkler or irrigation
systems; mulch; and plants,
trees and grasses.

During the ENERGY STAR
Sales Tax Holiday, certain
energy-efficient products
displaying the ENERGY STAR
logo can be purchased tax
free, including air condi-
tioners priced at $6,000 or
less, refrigerators priced at
$2,000 or less, ceiling fans,
compact fluorescent light
bulbs, integral LED bulbs,
dishwashers, dehumidifiers
and clothes washing
machines.

By Allan Jamail
HOUSTON – Wednes-

day, May 18, 2022 in the
mid-afternoon at the
GPISD football stadium
the Eastside 2021 varsity
team received their cham-
pionship rings. Also get-
ting rings were others who
contributed to the pro-
gram’s winning season.

Players, coaches, train-
ers and other associates
of the football program
lined up next to tables
spread out over 150 feet.
They were waiting with
eager anticipation of

NS Mustangs State Championship Ring Day
opening the sealed ring boxes on the tables.
No one was allowed to see their ring until Head
Coach Jon Kay gave the go-ahead to open the
boxes. And when he gave the word to open, loud
sounds of excitement could be heard from the
recipients by the crowd of spectators gathered
to watch the event.

Coach Kay received a Special Trophy given
by Dave Nelson, GEICO Owner of the local of-
fice and Van Malone of Gameday Productions
for the team’s state championship victory over
the Duncanville Panthers 17–10, Dec. 18, 2021.

The sports world of reporters has identified
the Mustang’s as a DYNASTY for having con-
sistently won state championships. The five
time state champion victories were in 2003,
2015, 2018, 2019 & 2021.

-By Allanj211@aol.com

North Shore Eastside Boys team and football program’s associates displaying their championship rings. Coach Jon Kay 2nd from right.  (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Mustang’s
Coach Jon Kay
receives GEICO
Game Day
Trophy  from
Dave Nelson,
Owner | GEICO
Local Office for
their state
championship
victory over
Duncanville,
December 18,
2021, assisting
Van Malone,
Producer,
Gameday
Productions.
(Photo by Allan
Jamail) MORE
photos page 3.

L – R: Head Soccer Coach Shannon W. Summers, Senior Soccer Captain Nathan
Vasquez, Head Baseball Coach James Turrubiartes & Adan Soto, Senior 1st Team
All District Baseball third baseman. Back row standing, L – R: Dr. Kimberly Martin &
GPISD Superintendent Dr. John Moore.  (Photo by Allan Jamail)

GP YellowJackets signing day
Baseball and Soccer college scholarships

By Allan Jamail
GALENA PARK. – Wednesday, May

18, 2022 the Galena Park Yellow Jackets
had seniors Adan Soto and Nathan
Vasquez receive out of state college schol-
arships. Superintendent Dr. John Moore
and Principal Kimberly Martin were
joined by over a hundred classmates and
parents witnessing the event in the ath-
letic department’s workout room.

Head Soccer Coach Summers said, “ It
is an honor and a privilege to announce
that Galena Park H.S. Boys’ Soccer play-
er Nathan Vasquez will be taking his tal-
ent to play at York College in Nebraska.
Nathan has been a 4-year letterman, and
a captain for 3 years. Vasquez has been a
district MVP2021, a defensive MVP 2022,
and a SETX Allstar MVP 2022.

Nathan may become a York College
Panther, but he will always be a Galena
Park Yellow Jacket. Congratulations and
Good luck Vasquez.”

Head Baseball Coach
James Turrubiartes said,
“Galena Park baseball is
very excited to announce
that Adan Soto will be con-
tinuing his education and
playing career at McP-
hearson College in Kansas
next season.

Adan is a hard worker.
He is very focused and de-
termined. I remember this
past fall in the weight
room, after every workout,
Adan was  covered  in
sweat. That’s a testament
to his work ethic. He was
determined to be success-
ful. He’s a 3-year varsity
lettermen. In those 3
years, he received 1st
Team All District honors
at third base two years in
row.” Allanj211@aol.com

PASADENA, Texas –
The San Jacinto College
softball and baseball
teams are headed back
to their respective Na-
tional Junior College
Athletic Association (NJ-
CAA) national tourna-
ments after winning
their regional tourna-
ments this past week-
end.

The San Jac softball
team (42-14) went 3-0 at
the Region XIV Tourna-
ment to earn an auto-
matic bid to the NJCAA
Softball World Series.
The Coyotes defeated
Paris Junior College,
Tyler Junior College,
and Bossier Parish Col-
lege to earn their sixth
appearance in the na-
tional tournament.

“We are thrilled to be
returning to the NJCAA
Softball World Series,”
said Head Coach Kelly
Saenz. “Our team has
worked hard on the field
this season to earn this
spot at the national tour-
nament, and we look for-
w a r d  t o  g e t t i n g  t o

San Jac Softball and Baseball
headed back to NJCAA & JUCO

San Jac Softball Girls Celebrating

CONTINUED. SEE SAN JAC BACK TO NJCAA, PAGE 7

Arizona and playing against some of
the best in the nation.”

Sophomore Ronni Grofman (King-
wood/Kingwood Park HS) leads the
team in batting with a .464 average.
Freshman pitcher Christin Haygood
(Huffman/Hargrave HS) owns a 1.35
ERA in 28 appearances on the mound.

For the baseball Gators, they return
to the JUCO World Series for the 28th
time in school history. San Jac (44-18)
defeated Tyler Junior College and
Wharton County Junior College
(twice) in the Region XIX South Re-
gional tournament; and Alvin Commu-
nity College in the Mid-South District
Qualifier this past weekend.

NS Mustangs signing day

Superintendent Dr. John Moore (left) Students and the colleges they’ll be attending: Girls
Soccer, Yaretzi Mariaca - Trinity Valley, Girls Basketball, Atria Dumas - Tyler Jr. College, Makenzie
Paul - Angelina Jr. College, J’Nyla Kennedy - Shorter University, Chrishelle Washington - North
Platte CC, Girls Track, Janessa Carroll - Southern University, Boys Soccer, Hector Contreras -
Bethel University, Andrew Magana - Sul Ross University, Gerardo Romo - Upper Iowa University,
Ivan Sanchez - Bethel University, Football, TJ Pounds - Grand View University, Athletic Trainer,
Miguel Myers - Blinn College and ESports, Osvaldo Garcia - University of St. Thomas.  (Allan
Jamail Photo)

By Allan Jamail
NORTH CHANNEL. – Wednesday,

May 18, 2022 at the GPISD football sta-
dium twelve seniors received college
scholarships. A partial list of school offi-
cials in attendance were, Dr. John Moore,
Superintendent, Vivian Dancy, Athletic
Director, Assistant Athletic Director, Kae
Walker and Head Football Coach Jon
Kay. Over two hundred parents, coaches
and teachers attended.

G i r l s  S o c c e r  H e a d
Coach Ysamar Alonso said,
“Today we are honoring a
class that has faced many
adversities,  including
three years of a pandemic
(basically their whole high
school career). To  handle

CONTINUED. SEE MUSTANGS
SIGNING, PAGE 5CONTINUED. SEE GALENA PARK SHOOTING, P.5

2514 Fourth Street in Galena Manor a subdivision
of Galena Park, Texas. Scene of a May 17th triple
shooting 1 dead and 2 wounded.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

By Allan Jamail

G A L E N A  P A R K  –
Tuesday, May 17th in the
Galena Manor subdivi-
sion in the quiet hours
just  before  midnight
neighbors were awoken
by loud gunshots causing
them to panic and duck
for cover.

According to Willie Wil-
lis and her daughter Na-
dine Huff the shots rang
out so loud as if they were
coming into their home
from across the street at
2514 Fourth Street. Will-
is said it was just before
midnight on the 17th, she
was watching her favorite
religious program when
all of a sudden she said
she heard, “pow, pow,
pow,  pow ,  pow ,  pow
sounds coming from a

Shooting rampage in Galena
Park leaves 1 dead, 2 wounded

gun. I was so scared I got on my hands
and knees and crawled to my bedroom
and lay down on the floor praying I’d not
be shot.”

According to Harris County Sheriff
Office, the Galena Park police and fire
departments were dispatched to the
scene about midnight. Upon arrival po-
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SHELDON ISD NEWS

On May 16, students at Monahan Ele-
mentary School were surprised with free
books to take home as part of the Bar-
bara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation
My Home Library program. Monahan El-
ementary was sponsored by Castro’s Kids,
an organization founded by Houston As-
tros catcher Jason Castro and his wife.

Week of May 20, 2022

Monahan students receive FREE books

On May 19, the Sheldon ISD Educa-
tion Foundation surprised teachers with
grant funding for 28 applications total-
ling $73,000. Community members, staff
and donors boarded the Prize Patrol Bus
to present oversized checks to the grant
recipients. The Sheldon ISD Education
Foundation raises funds to directly sup-
port educators in the school district
through the innovative teaching grant
process. To date, the Foundation has
awarded more than $193,000 in innova-
tive teaching grants to Sheldon ISD edu-
cators. A list of all the recipients can be
found at www.sheldonisd.com/sef/

May 17,  Sheldon ISD recognized Null
Middle School’s Principal Roberto Gonza-
lez, C.E. King High School’s registered
nurse Julia Robles, and Sheldon Early
Childhood Academy’s custodian Hanna
Woods have been recognized for their out-
standing customer service. The CARE
Award stands for Caught Acting and Re-
sponding with Excellence and is a part-
nership with Woodforest Bank. Mr.
Roberto Gonzalez is the principal at Null
Middle School.

Gonzalez was nominated for his act of
kindness. From working with students to
sweeping floors in the cafeteria to make
sure the lunchroom is ready, he wears
many hats in his role at Null Middle
School. Julia Robles is the registered

Sheldon ISD Board of Trustees recog-
nized 14 graduates from the first Shel-
don Ambassador Academy at its board
meeting on May 17. Graduates received
a certificate of completion and an Ambas-
sador Graduate t-shirt. The purpose of the
program is to develop a group of parent
and community leaders that encourage in-
teraction, partnership, learning and dia-
logue to promote and support the district’s
vision. The Academy is a year-long pro-
gram where participants meet monthly to

King High School valedictorian Andrea
Fuentes has demonstrated exceptional
dedication to academics and excellence in
the classroom.  Fuentes can be described
as friendly, thoughtful, and laser-focused
on her dreams. Andrea is the daughter of
Reina and Miguel Fuentes.  While at King
High School, she was an Early College
High School ambassador, a member of the
orchestra, color guard, student council,
and National Honors Society. She is an
AP Scholar with Honors and has earned
her associates degree from San Jacinto
College.  She is a member of the National
Hispanic Recognition Program.  Fuentes
will be attending The University of Tex-
as at Austin to study social work. She has
been awarded over $140,000 in scholar-
ship awards and is also a finalist for the
Hispanic Scholarship Fund.

She ldon  ISD we l comes  Danie l
Pfannstiel as the new Director of Fine
Arts. Mr. Pfannstiel has seven years of
administrative experience serving as an
assistant principal in Humble ISD at
Summer Creek High School and West
Lake Middle School and most recently
assistant principal at Edwin Wells Mid-
dle School in Spring ISD. His education-
al career began as a band director and
science teacher in Conroe ISD. He holds
a bachelor of music in all-level instruc-
tion and trumpet and two master degrees
in music theory/composition and educa-
tion administration from Sam Houston
State University. Mr. Pfannstiel is pur-
suing his doctorate in education in public
school administration from Texas A&M
University. He will begin his position with
Sheldon ISD this summer.

Maris Castro, wife of Jason Castro, read
to a first-grade class prior to the grade
level book distribution. As part of the
sponsorship, every child enrolled in the
campus (approximately 700) will receive
free books to take home.  Monahan Ele-
mentary has been participating in this
program since 2019.

Sheldon Education Foundation Surprises
Teachers with $73,000 in grant funding

District Recognizes Employees for Outstand-
ing Customer Service

Wednesday, May 25 is the last day of school for students in Sheldon ISD. Grad-
uation for the Class of 2022 will be held at 7 p.m. Panther Stadium

nurse for C.E. King High School. She is
described as always willing to help oth-
ers from departments, all district clinics,
our custodians, and students. Robles goes
the extra mile for our students and staff
members with care, compassion, and her
passion shows daily. Hanna Woods is a
custodian at Sheldon Early Childhood
Academy. Her peers describe her as a
hard worker who loves her job and is al-
ways available to help others when need-
ed.

Each recipient receives a $100 Visa gift
card from Woodforest Bank. Nominations
will open for the next group of CARE
Award recipients in September. To view
a listing of  past recipients,  go to
www.sheldonisd.com/care/

Last day of school for Sheldon students
is May 25

Sheldon Ambassador Academy Gradu-
ates Inaugural Class

get a behind the scenes look at Sheldon
ISD through sessions that focus on spe-
cific areas of the district to include aca-
demics, fine arts, school finance, athletics,
career and technical education, special ed-
ucation and more.

If you are interested in joining this
community program, please call the Shel-
don ISD Communications Department at
2 8 1 - 7 2 7 - 2 0 3 3  o r  e m a i l
communications@sheldonisd.com. The
program will begin in September 2023.

Sheldon ISD Recognizes Top Scholars

King High School salutatorian Jose
Torres has demonstrated dedication to ac-
ademics and has excelled in the class-
room.  He is also a leader who has shown
kindness, compassion, and care for oth-
ers during his time in Early College High
School.  His perseverance through trials
and his tenacity have brought him to this
place today. He is the son of Maria and
Guillermo Torres.  While at King High
School, he was an ECHS ambassador, a
member of the National Honor Society,
and a member of the Historical Society.
Torres has earned his associates degree
from San Jacinto College and will be at-
tending the University of Texas at Aus-
tin in the School of Informatics.  He was
also awarded the Dell Scholarship, mak-
ing him a proud Dell Scholar.

Andrea Fuentes (Valedictorian)

Jose Torres (Salutatorian)

Mr. David Baxter has been an-
nounced as Sheldon ISD’s new Direc-
tor of Transportation. Mr. Baxter is
currently the transportation adminis-
trator for Spring ISD. Throughout his
35 year career in education, he has
served in multiple capacities from su-
perintendent in Kennard ISD to Depu-
ty Superintendent in Crockett ISD. He
has led multiple campuses as principal
in Spring ISD, Crockett ISD, Houston
ISD, and Aldine ISD. He holds a bache-
lor of science from Jarvis Christian Col-
lege and a master’s of education from
Sam Houston State University. He will
begin his role with the district this sum-
mer.

Sheldon Announces New District Leaders

Daniel Pfannstiel Director of Fine Arts

David Baxter Director of Transportation

Registration for the 2022-23 school year is now open for all new pre-kindergar-
ten and kindergarten students. The pre-kindergarten program is a full-day ser-
vice, and students must be 4 years old on or before September 1, 2022. To register,
go to www.sheldonisd.com/register/

Registration Open for New pre-Kinder-
garten and Kindergarten Students
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Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
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EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print Newspapers,
too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

ASK DIAMOND JIMNS Mustangs
Ring Day,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

5 Time State Champions Mustangs cap with 2003, 2015, 2018,
2019 & 2021 dates. Available at the GPISD Athletic Office ($20)
next to the football stadium, 15025 Wallisville Rd. Houston, Texas
77049 / phone - 832.386.4330  (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Student Trainers, Guillen sisters, Mariana (left) & Maria proudly
showing their well deserved championship rings. Trainers play a
huge role in keeping the players healthy. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Championship ring displayed by Junior Mustang center Zach
Chavanne. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Diamond Jim: “What’s
the History of
Father’s Day?”

Check us on the Internet:
www.starcouriernews.com

www.northchannelstar.com

The nation’s first Father’s Day was
celebrated on June 19, 1910, in the state of
Washington. However, it was not until
1972–58 years after President Woodrow
Wilson made Mother’s Day official–that
the day honoring fathers became a nation-
wide holiday in the United States. Father’s
Day 2019 occurs on Sunday, June 16.

Origins of Father’s Day

The campaign to celebrate the nation’s
fathers did not meet with the same enthu-
siasm as Mother’s Day–perhaps because,
as one florist explained, “fathers haven’t
the same sentimental appeal that mothers
have.” On July 5, 1908, a
West Virginia church sponsored the na-
tion’s first event explicitly in honor of
fathers, a Sunday sermon in memory of
the 362 men who had died in the previous
December’s explosions at the Fairmont
Coal Company mines in Monongah, but it
was a one-time commemoration and not an
annual holiday.

The next year, a Spokane, Washington,
woman named Sonora Smart Dodd, one of
six children raised by a widower, tried to
establish an official equivalent to Mother’s
Day for male parents. She went to local
churches, the YMCA, shopkeepers and
government officials to drum up support
for her idea, and she was successful:
Washington State celebrated the nation’s
first statewide Father’s Day on June 19,
1910.

Slowly, the holiday spread. In 1916,
President Wilson honored the day by using
telegraph signals to unfurl a flag in Spo-
kane when he pressed a button
in Washington, D.C. In 1924,
President Calvin Coolidge urged state
governments to observe Father’s Day.
When World War II began, advertisers
began to argue that celebrating Father’s
Day was a way to honor American troops
and support the war effort. By the end of
the war, Father’s Day may not have been a
federal holiday, but it was a national
institution. In 1972, in the middle of a
hard-fought presidential re-election
campaign, Richard Nixon signed a procla-
mation making Father’s Day a federal
holiday at last.

Today, the day honoring of fathers is
celebrated in the United States on the
third Sunday of June. Father’s Day 2022
falls on June 19th.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Dia-
mond Jim” column and for supporting the
North Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, dia-
mond dealer and precious metals broker.
Pineforest Jewelry has been a proud mem-
ber of the Independent Jewelers Organiza-
tion and the Retail Jewelers Organization
for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewel-
ry, watches, diamonds, precious stones,
precious metals, and other questions relat-
ed to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

COMMUNITY
WATCH

✯

Fatal accident on I-10
at Mercury Drive

Houston police are investigating a fatal crash at
10100 East Freeway (East Interstate Highway 10)
about 10:55 a.m. May 11.

The identity of the deceased female, 25, is pending
verification by the Harris County Institute of Forensic
Sciences.

HPD Vehicular Crimes Division Sergeant L. Ross
and Officer M. Tamez reported:

The female was driving a white Box truck, entering
the freeway ramp at the above address, when she
changed lanes when unsafe.  Her vehicle struck a
tractor-trailer traveling in the westbound lanes, and
then struck a concrete pillar and guardrail.  Paramed-
ics pronounced the female deceased at the scene.

The driver of the tractor-trailer was questioned and
released.

The investigation is continuing.

A bicyclist was hit and killed by a driver who sped away
Sunday morning near Sheldon last week, according to the
Harris County Sheriff’s Office.

Police said Raymond Daniel Wike was southbound in the
9900 block of Sheldon Road just north of U.S. 90 around 9:30
a.m. Sunday. That’s when the driver of an unknown vehicle,
which was also southbound on Sheldon, slammed into the back
of Wike as he pedaled in the far-right lane, according to
sheriff’s office crash scene investigators. The driver sped away
after hitting Wike and was not apprehended, police said.

Paramedics rushed Wike to a nearby hospital, where he was
pronounced dead. It was not immediately clear who called 911.

If caught, the driver could face a felony charge of failure to
stop and render aid, a second-degree felony for drivers who flee
the scene of a deadly collision. Investigators noted the driver
“failed to control speed” as they slammed into the cyclist. The
sheriff’s office’s Vehicular Crimes Division is continuing its
investigation into identifying the driver.

Wike is at least the sixth bicyclist to be killed on Houston
and Harris County streets since the start of 2022, putting the
county on pace to have slightly fewer bicyclist deaths than
those in 2021’s record-breaking streak of 24 deaths . So far in
2022, a majority of the deaths occurred on roadways in the city
of Houston. Wike’s death was in unincorporated Harris
County, the first such death recorded outside the city this
year.

On Feb. 7, rider Chung Ko was hit and killed by the driver
of a Toyota Tundra in broad daylight in the 7800 block of
Bellaire Boulevard in Houston. On Feb. 19, Jose Gutierrez
Prieto, 56, was hit and killed by a driver in the 11000 block of
Mykawa Road. The driver sped away but later turned himself
into police and was charged with failure to stop and render aid.

The next day on Feb. 20, an unidentified 52-year-old man
was hit and killed by the driver of an Audi A4 in the 1700 block
of Texas Highway 6. Another cyclist, 46-year-old Michael Allen
Chadwick, was hit and killed by a semi-truck driver in the
2100 block of Houston Boulevard in the city of South Houston
on March 7. Then on March 23, cyclist Bernardo Trejo was
killed by a dump truck driver on Texas Loop 494 near
Kingwood.

Hit and Run kills cyclist
on Sheldon Road
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Early runoff voting ends
Friday

“You gotta keep poking
and clicking,” a friend tells
me. “That’s what my
daughter does.”

By this, she means that
learning new technology is
not a straight path. I have
to play with it. I have to
find the process of learning
fun and challenging and
not get hung up when I
make mistakes along the
way.

I know I’m not the only
one who finds the “poke
and click” mindset a chal-
lenge when I just want to
get the darned thing done
and move on to something
I enjoy. Like reading a
book. With real pages.

My current frustration
is with my phone. I use my
phone for taking photos
and, occasionally, for mak-
ing actual phone calls. I
don’t do well with texting.
If you send me an email
(and I hope you do!), I’ll
likely respond within min-
utes because I am sitting
at my computer all day
pretending to write. Get-
ting an email gives me an
excuse to leave whatever I
am working on and send
off a cheery note.

My phone, on the other
hand, sits on the corner of
my desk, ignored. It must
make a noise or something
when people text me, but I
never notice. It isn’t until
I pick it up to make an ac-
tual phone call (which
could be a very long time)
that I see I have a message.

“Uh-oh. I hope it’s not
Mom.”

It won’t be my mom. She
learned her lesson ages ago
and no longer sends me
text messages because I
never see them. She sends
me an email, which—she
will tell you—I respond to
immediately.

I have never bonded
with my phone. I don’t use
it much because I’m al-
ready on my computer. I
have this gigantic monitor,
and switching over to the
itty-bitty screen doesn’t
make sense to me. I might
have to put on my reading
glasses. I don’t see the
point.

The result is that I don’t
know how to use my phone
very well. But my phone
isn’t helping me any. It
doesn’t even take pictures
easily. The response time is
so slow that the person I
am trying to photograph
has allowed the smile to
fade from their face. The
dog I am photographing
has been distracted and is
looking in the other direc-
tion. The sun has gone un-
der a cloud—or possibly
set—before my phone gets
around to snapping a pho-
to.

“You need a new phone,”
my husband, Peter, said
after taking six photos in
a row that looked as if the
subject was under-water.

And so, after a lot of con-
sideration, I decided to buy
a new phone. I tried to buy
one from a phone store, but
they didn’t answer their
phone. I realized what a
dumb bunny I was. You’re
not supposed to call a
phone store. Duh.

So I did what they want-
ed me to do and ordered it
online. Now it is coming in
the mail, and I am filled
with a faint dread because
I am sure I will have to do
something complicated to
get it up and working—
something involving a lot
of poking and clicking—
before I am allowed to sim-
ply take less fuzzy photos
and ignore my text mes-
sages in peace.

It’s good for me, I sup-
pose. Poking and clicking
will fend off Alzheimer’s
perhaps and make me be-
lieve I am not too old to
learn new tricks.

But the truth is, I’m not
really looking for new
tricks. Today, I’d be perfect-
ly happy with some old
tricks that worked.

Till next time,
Carrie
The Postscript is now

available as a podcast!
Check your favorite
streaming service or visit:
CarrieClasson.com.

Early voting in the May
24 primary runoff elec-
tions ends Friday, May 20.
Under state law, voters
who cast ballots in either
party’s primary election
must vote only in the same
party’s runoff election.
Voters who did not cast
ballots in the primary may
vote in either party’s run-
off election. Topping the
runoff ballots are runoff
elections for attorney gen-
eral. Incumbent Republi-
can Ken Paxton faces
George P. Bush, the cur-
rent land commissioner.
On the Democratic side,
former Galveston mayor
Joe Jaworski faces Roch-
elle Garza, a Brownsville
civil rights attorney.

There are also state-
wide runoff races for lieu-
tenant governor, land
commissioner, comptroller
and railroad commission-
er, as well as several con-
gressional seats and spots
on the state board of edu-
cation. See the full list of
runoff races at: https://
tinyurl.com/43bzf9v6.

ERCOT URGES TEXANS TO
CONSERVE POWER

After six power genera-
tion plants went offline
Friday during the start to
an unseasonably  hot
weekend, the Electric Re-
liability Council of Texas
urged Texans to conserve
power, the Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman reported.
As temperatures soared
into the 90s and even 100s
in some parts of the state,
residents were urged to
set thermostats to 78 de-
grees or higher and avoid
using large appliances
such as dishwashers,
washers and dryers be-
tween 3 p.m. and 8 p.m.
The hot weather is spark-
ing record electricity de-
mand across the states
and it not only May.

ABBOTT’S USE OF COVID
FUNDS ON BORDER
MISSION PROBED

The inspector general
for the U.S. Treasury De-

partment has opened a re-
viel into how the state
spent federal COVID-19
aid funds, with approxi-
mately $1billion in relief
funds shifted to the crack-
down on the Texas-Mexi-
c o  b o r d e r ,  T h e
Washington Post report-
ed. The aid was intended
to help local governments

pay front-line COVID-
19 workers, purchase pro-
tective equipment and for
other public health costs.

Richard K. Delmar, the
deputy inspector general,
issued a statement citing
his office’s mandate “for
monitoring and oversight
of the distribution” of the
stimulus spending, which
Texas received under a
federal initiative known
as theCoronavirus Relief
Fund, the Post reported.

“In exercise of that re-
sponsibility,” Delmar said,
“We are currently con-
ducting a review of Tex-
as’s uses of CRF monies.”
A spokesman for Gov.
Greg Abbott defended how
Texas used federal funds
received under the Cares
Act.

MORE THAN 900
MIGRANTS SENT TO D.C.

Under Abbott’s direc-
tion, the state has sent 35
chartered buses with 922
migrants to Washington,
D.C. since mid-April, The
Dallas Morning News re-
ported. The governor has
called it a “fun” way to get
President Joe Biden’s at-
tention, harshly criticizing

the president for the ad-
ministration’s border pol-
i c i e s .  H o w e v e r ,  T h e
Morning News reported
the impact on the nation’s
capital has been minimal,
with the migrants being
processed and sent to live
in different cities until
their cases can be heard in
court.

“‘He’s [Abbott] no long-
er even making a big deal
about it. You’re not seeing
it on the nightly news. It’s
a dud,” said Abel Nuñez,
executive director of the
Central American Re-
source Center, one of the
groups helping migrants
who arrive from Texas.
“It’s happening in silence
now. This is not giving
him the political win that
he wanted.”

The state of Arizona
has also begun busing mi-
grants to Washington,
D.C.

DROUGHT CONDITIONS
PERSIST ACROSS STATE

As a hydrologist for the
Texas Water Development
Board put it, “April wasn’t
great” in terms of rainfall.
However, about a sixth of
the state did get abundant
rainfall, in parts of Cen-
tral Texas, North Texas
and South Texas. Dr.
Mark Wentzel wrote that
rainfall received in May
could be key to getting
through the

summer without wide-
spread severe drought.

“May, historically, has
been the wettest month
for Texas,” Wentzel wrote.
“We get an average of 3 1/
3 inches of rainfall in that
month, making it the wet-
test month of the year for
us. We want to be cau-
tiously optimistic.” The
most severe drought con-
ditions are found in the
Panhandle  and High
Plains and in the Big Bend
area. April showers in
m u c h  o f  E a s t  T e x a s
brought both May flowers
but an easing of drought
conditions, according to
the U.S. Drought Monitor.

COVID-19 CASES AGAIN
RISE SLIGHTLY

The number of new
COVID-19 cases in the
state during the past week
rose slightly to 24,092, ac-
cording to the Coronavirus
Resource Center at Johns
Hopkins University, with
73 new deaths reported -
also a slight increase.
Once again, the number of
lab-confirmed COVID-19
hospitalizations in Texas
stayed steady, with 772
reported by the Texas De-
partment of State Health
Services.

The number of Texans
who are fully vaccinated
now stands at 17.641 mil-
lion, or 60.5% of the state’s
population; 6.821 million
Texans have received a
booster dose, according to
DSHS.
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Clicking
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OPINION

By District Attorney Kim Ogg

Statement from Harris County
District Attorney Kim Ogg on
Justice in Harris County

We at the District Attorney’s Office take an
oath to preserve, protect and defend the Constitu-
tion, the laws of the United States and of this
State, Texas.  We rely upon evidence to bring
cases before grand juries, courts and trial juries.
Our mission is to seek justice in every single case
and we are doing our job.

The nearly daily public misstatements being
made by Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo about
pending felony cases brought against three
members of her staff now compel comment to the
public by this office and by me, the top law
enforcement official in Harris County.  Failing to
do so allows a top county official, in her official
capacity, to continue to improperly influence
those people of Harris County who will serve on
the jury in this case.  This harms everyone,
including the accused, and must stop.

The process our Harris County government
utilizes to issue contracts and to aid Harris
County residents with problems like COVID-19
should be a totally transparent process, ethically
and under law.  The criminal charges currently
being prosecuted by the Harris County DA’s
Office were brought after a diverse grand jury
indicted the defendants.

An indictment is a finding by a grand jury of
probable cause that crime occurred, and in this
instance that three “public servants,” while
working in the County Judge’s Office, diverted an
$11 million contract to a political consultant
under the guise of COVID vaccine outreach –
money that a more qualified bidder could have
used to accomplish the worthwhile goal of in-
creasing awareness and participation in COVID
vaccination in underrepresented communities
throughout Harris County.

In this case, a grand jury spent five months
reviewing evidence and listening to testimony
concerning the Elevate Strategies contract
procurement.  Judge Hidalgo has referred to case
evidence, to information the investigators and
prosecutors don’t have.  She has an ethical duty
and responsibility to provide any evidence under
oath to the Texas Rangers and she should do so
immediately.

The criminal justice process is not a debate.  It
is not theater.  It is the search for truth and the
place for accountability under the law.  We do not
fight out our differences in the streets or on social
media and I will not try this case in the court of
public opinion.  We will try this case, like every
other criminal case, in a court of law before a jury
of peers, and we will look to them for a fair
outcome.  When all the evidence is seen by a trial
court, justice will prevail; our work continues.

HARRIS COUNTY JUDGE
LINA HIDALGO

HARRIS COUNTY DISTRICT
ATTORNEY KIM OGG

Governor Abbott Statement On Federal
Court Keeping Title 42 Expulsions

AUSTIN – Governor Greg Abbott today re-
leased a statement following a federal court’s
preliminary injunction keeping Title 42 expul-
sions in place:

“Another federal court announced today what
we have known all along: President Biden is
ignoring federal law with his open border policies.

While today’s court ruling rejecting President
Biden’s ending of Title 42 expulsions is a positive
development, hundreds of thousands of illegal
immigrants remain at our southern border ready
to flood into Texas.

Texas will continue utilizing all available
resources and strategies to prevent this mass
illegal migration, including the deployment of
Texas Department of Public Safety and Texas
National Guard resources, the coordination with
Mexican border governors, and the activation of
the Joint Border Security Operations Center.

We remain vigilant in fighting the lifting of
Title 42 expulsions.”

LETTERS
To The Editor

✯



Page 5THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2022 NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2022 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: info@crosbytaxes.com

Maximum Tax Savings

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Milestones Page Sponsors

Call 713-266-3444 to join to
join sponsorship of this
page. Thank you.

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

Rep. Ana Hernandez advocates for
Immigrant children

all that, and still be able to be successful
in sports is impressive.

The soccer program wants to recognize
a very hardworking individual who has
been a pleasure to coach. Yaretzi Maria-
ca is a very committed individual, who
pushed through injuries and was a great
captain this year. She did all this while
managing a 4.0 GPA and being in the top
5% of her class. We want to wish Yaretzi
the best of luck as she goes on to play soc-
c e r  a t  T r i n i t y  V a l l e y  C o l l e g e . ”
Allanj211@aol.com

NS Mustangs
Signings,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

lice and rescue personnel
located two women, a 47
and 23 years old, and a
man about 50 years old
with gunshot wounds.
The man was the shooter
and he died from his inju-
ries, which they later dis-
c o v e r e d  w e r e
self-inflicted. A family
friend said the shooter
was the mother’s ex-boy-
friend.

Galena Park’s ambu-
lance crew applied dress-
ing to stop the bleeding
from the outside wounds
of the 47 year old that had
multiple gunshot wounds
and was bleeding severe-
ly. Smartly they decided
because of not knowing if
she was going to bleed to
death from internal bleed-
ing they called for the Life

Flight helicopter which
has blood products on
board to give her. They
loaded her in their ambu-
lance and moved her to an
open area at the Sweet
Home Baptist Church a
few blocks away. As of this
writing she’s still in criti-
cal condition.

Jacinto City’s ambu-

lance which had arrived
at the scene too loaded the
23-year-old daughter of
the older woman and
transported her by an am-
bulance to the hospital
with a gunshot wound to
the arm. Her condition is
reportedly stable and
she’s now been released
from the hospital.

Galena Park Shooting,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Huff said the neighborhood is normal-
ly peaceful; everyone gets along with each
other. She said she hoped the woman
who’s a hard working caring mother sur-
vives. We’re concerned for her 18 year old
daughter who was there but wasn’t shot.
She graduates with their granddaughter
from Galena Park High School this week.
Huff and Willis said they often buy treats
for the neighbors kids including the vic-
tim’s kids, “they call me Granny,” Willis
said.

“On Mother’s Day, May 8th where the
shooting took place they had a big out-
side party with loud music, bar-b-que and
a crawfish boil,” Huff said. When asked
if the shooter was at the party she said
she didn’t know. Allanj211@aol.com

Broken glass from side entrance door where it’s alledged the
shooter shot it out to enter the house. Used paramedic
supplies lay everywhere.

North Shore Rotary recognized at
District Conference
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

18-3T

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

CONCRETE CONCRETECONCRETE

20-6T all

LEGAL
NOTICES

APPEAR IN THE
HIGHLANDS
STAR CROSBY

COURIER,
AND THE
NORTH

CHANNEL
STAR.
CALL

713-266-3444
OR EMAIL.

CEMETERY
PLOTS

CEMETERY
PLOTS

BROOKSIDE CEMETERY
2 PLOTS AVAILABLE IN SECTION 20,

PINE RIDGE

2022 VALUED @ $6995. EACH
ASKING $5250 (OBO)

+ TRANSFER FEE

C: 832-915-1212    C: 713-419-0744
19-2T all

A PLACE FOR MOM.
The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Contact
our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-855-972-
7919

SENIOR HOME
CARE

SENIOR HOME
CARE
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San Jac softball &
Baseball back to
National Tournaments,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

San Jac is led by fresh-
men infielders Harold Coll
(Boston, Mass./Georgia
Premier Academy) and
S a b i n  C e b a l l o s  ( R i o
Grande, Puerto Rico/Puer-
to Rico Baseball Academy
HS). The pair are each hit-
ting .350. On the mound,
freshman Lex Garcia (Lub-
bock/Monterey HS) leads a
solid pitching rotation with
a 1.43 ERA.

For  Baseba l l  Head
Coach Tom Arrington, re-
turning to Grand Junction,
Colo., is always special.
“This is the culmination of
a season of hard work and
dedication from our team.
They had a goal of getting
back to Grand Junction to
play in the JUCO World
Series, and that’s what
they did. We’re excited to
be back and we look for-
ward to a great tourna-
ment.”

The NJCAA Softball
World Series takes place
May 24-28 at Pacific Ave-
nue Athletic Complex in
Yuma, Arizona. The Al-
pine Bank JUCO World
Series will be held May 28-
June 4 at Sam Suplizio
Field in Grand Junction,
Colorado. All games will be
broadcast on NJCAA TV.

About San Jacinto Col-
lege

Surrounded by monu-
ments of history, evolving
industries, maritime en-
terprises of today, and the
space age of tomorrow, San
Jacinto College has served
the people of East Harris
County, Texas, since 1961.
San Jacinto College is
among the top five commu-
nity colleges in the nation
as designated by the Aspen
Institute for Community
College Excellence, and
was named an Achieving
the Dream Leader College

of Distinction in 2020. The
College spans five campus-
es serving approximately
41,000 credit and non-
credit students annually,
and offers more than 200
degrees and certificates
across eight major areas of
study that put students on
a path to transfer to four-
year institutions or enter
the workforce. San Jacin-
to College’s impact on the

region totals $1.3 billion in
added income, which sup-
ports 13,044 jobs. The Col-
lege is fiscally sound,
holding bond ratings of AA
and Aa2 by Standard &
Poor’s and Moody’s.

For more information
about San Jacinto College
c a l l  2 8 1 - 9 9 8 - 6 1 5 0 ,
visit sanjac.edu or join the
c o n v e r s a t i o n
on Facebook and Twitter.
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