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City, County join in Gun BuyBack program
HOUSTON -  As part of

his One Safe Houston ini-
tiative, Mayor Sylvester
Turner is holding a Gun
Buyback program to re-
duce the number of guns
on our streets. The City -
County Partnership will
reduce the number of Un-
w a n t e d  G u n s  o n  o u r
streets.

To  make Houston ’s
homes and streets safer
and free from violence,
Harris County Commis-
sioner Rodney Ellis, Hous-
t o n  M a y o r  S y l v e s t e r
Turner’s Office and Police
Chief Troy Finner an-
nounce a gun buyback pro-
gram that will take place
July 30. With no questions
asked, residents can turn
in firearms in exchange for
gift cards in the amount of
$50, $100, $150 and $200
– depending on the type of
gun. It’s part of a coordi-
nated effort to reduce vio-
lent crimes.

The event, in partner-
ship with Harris County

Precinct One Commission-
er Rodney Ellis, the Hous-
ton Police Department,
and Wheeler Avenue Bap-
tist Church, will take place
from 8 a.m. - noon on Sat-
urday, July 30, at 3826
Wheeler Ave.

Gift Cards will be avail-
able as follows:

$50 Gift Card for non-
functioning firearm

$100 Gift Card for rifles
or shotguns

$150 Gift Card for hand-
gun

$200 Gift Card for an
automatic rifle

The no-questions-asked
Gun Buyback program is
open to all members of the
public. People should un-
load the firearm before ar-
riving at the collection site

and place it in the trunk or
the rear of their vehicle.
HPD personnel will re-
move the gun from the ve-
h ic le  and  ensure  the
firearm is unloaded and
rendered safe. Once the
weapon is collected, the
person donating will re-
ceive a receipt to exchange
for a gift card.

One Safe Houston is a
$53 million investment
aimed at crime reduction.
The comprehensive vio-
lence reduction initiatives
link research-based strat-
egies to improve public
safety and reduce the
harms caused by violent
crime.

The initiative focuses on
four (4) key areas:

--Violence Reduction
and Crime Prevention

--Crisis Intervention,
Response and Recovery

--Youth Outreach Op-
portunities

--Key Community Part-
nerships

Mayor Turner, Commis-

sioner Ellis, and event
partners will announce ad-
ditional Gun Buyback pro-
gram details on Monday,
July 18.

“We can’t solve the gun-
violence epidemic over-
night, but we can take
action right-now by remov-
ing guns from the streets,”
Commissioner Ellis said.
“Gun buyback programs
create an incentive for res-
idents to turn in their fire-
arms. I would argue there
are two incentives: one is
a gift card, the other is cre-
ating a safer community.”

Said Mayor Turner:
“The Gun Buyback pro-
gram is part of my One
Safe Houston initiative.
Our goal is to get unwant-
ed guns off the streets to
prevent their use in a
crime or an accidental
shooting. I thank Commis-
sioner Ellis, Wheeler Ave-
nue Baptist Church, and

Continued. See Gun
BuyBack, Page 7

Garcia at White House
Workforce Summit

Harris County Pct. 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia, second from right, participated
in the Workforce Summit of the American Rescue Plan. The discussion and
presentation was live streamed throughout the nation. Above, panel members
are welcomed to the discussion by White House American Rescue Plan Coordinator
Gene Sperling.

Harris County, TX —
Wednesday, July 13, Com-
missioner Adrian Garcia
traveled to the White
House  to  d iscuss  the
ARPA-funded Employ 2
Empower  countywide

homeless workforce initia-
tive, which originally be-
gan as a pilot program in
Precinct 2. Commissioner
Garcia joined Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, Sec-
retary of Labor Marty
Walsh, plus other officials
from around the country
for a series of events to dis-
cuss EMPLOY 2 EMPOW-
ER.

Commissioner Garcia
gave prepared remarks at
11:40 a.m. CST, and he
was available for inter-
views (in both English and
Spanish) starting at ap-
proximately 12:30 p.m.
CST.

The White House Sum

Comm. Garcia’s
Employ2Empower
program recognized

Continued. See Garcia
at White House
Summit, Page 7

Galena Park ISD trains for School Safety

JC Arrest leads to discovery
of Catalytic Converter thief

Continued. See Gun
BuyBack, Page 3

Blue portable metal saw with catalytic converter discovered in the arrest of suspect Mack
Arthur Kizzee.  (Photo by Allan Jamail)

By Allan Jamail
Jacinto City – May,

2022 Jacinto City Police
Sgt. J. Aguilera while on
routine traffic control
stopped a speeding viola-
tor driving a Lexus SUV.
Officer Aguilera discov-
ered the Lexus driver
Mack Arthur Kizzee (see
photo) did not have a
driver’s license and he
also smelled the odor of
marijuana coming from

the vehicle.
During a standard ve-

hicle probable cause
search for marijuana Sgt.
Aguilera discovered a cat-
alytic converter which ap-
peared to be sawed off
from some unknown vehi-
cle and a blue colored por-
table saw with a metal
saw blade attached (see
photo).

As Sgt. Aguilera was
attempting to place sus-

pect Kizzee under arrest
for the traffic violations
he resisted and fought
free thus preventing from
being handcuffed. He be-
gan running away from
Sgt. Aguilera and Officer
C. Calvillo who had ar-
rived there moments ear-
lier to assist with the
arrest.

After a foot chase the

Griner trial in
Russia update

Houston native and
Nimitz High School graduate
Brittney Griner, a WNBA star
basketball player, remains in
a Russian jail after her third
day of trial last Thursday. She
has pleaded gulty to a minor
drug charge, and the third
day of her trial consisted of
character witnesses. US
officials were present at the
proceedings.

She has been able to
communicate with her
family, wife, and President
Biden through written out
emails and letters.

Her next day in court is
July 26th. Experts say her
conviction is almost certain,
with imprisonment for up to
10 years, unless the US is
able to bargain for her
release.

DURING THE TRIAL,
GRINER IS IN A CAGE. IN
THIS PHOTO, SHE HOLDS
A PHOTO OF USA ALL-
STAR PLAYERS WEARING
HER NUMBER IN SUPPORT.

Channelview ISD
Ribbon Cutting for
New McGhee
Elementary Aug. 8

The ribbon cutting of
the new McGhee
Elementary will take
place Monday, Aug. 8
from 6:30-7:30pm this
August 8 across from
Channelview High
School. 1045 Sheldon
Road. Overflow parking
will be located at
Channelview High
School.

CISD primary
students will be able to
learn at a state-of-the-
art campus safely that
includes a makerspace,
two playgrounds, a
security vestibule, and
spacious classrooms —
all centered around the
school’s unique open
concept library!

By Gilbert Hoffman

GALENA PARK – In
the aftermath of the terri-
ble murders at a school in
Uvalde, parents and stu-
dents have been concerned
about safety and security
as they prepare to return
to schools in August.

In the Galena Park
school district, school safe-
ty is a top priority, with the
district police department
trained and equiped to
handle emergencies such
as active shooters.

In an interview with
this newspaper, GPISD
police chief Bryan Clem-
ents outlined the safety
measures enacted through
all the schools. In addition,
the yearly simulation drill
was broadcast live on local
television station KPRC

As part of day-long training, GPISD officers and volunteer students enact a drill simulating how the
officers would rush to take down an active shooter in a school classroom or building. This training
exercise is repeated yearly, along with other other security measures in all Galena Park schools.

channel 2, with an inter-
view with Cathy Hernan-
d e z ,  a  G a l e n a  P a r k
graduate.

Clements said that for a
number of years, armed of-
ficers have been assigned
to each middle and high
school, and that this year
the GPISD trustees have
increased the number of
police officers from 21 to

40, with the hiring of an
additional 19 positions.
This number provides an
officer for each school, from
K through high school.

Clements said that all
t h e  o f f i c e r s  a r e  p u t
through rigorous training,
and once a year have an 8-
hour class session and drill
regarding how to suppress
an active shooter.

Safety and security rou-
tines are also part of each
schools daily routine,
Clements said. Officers
and school staff are in-
structed that all outside
doors must be locked, and
c lassroom doors  a l so
locked during class. Offic-
ers are instructed to check
each door throughout the
day for compliance.

Schools are also equiped
for this type of active
shooter emergency, with a
ballistic shield and medi-
cal equipment stocked and
available at every school.

The Safety Drill was
available to see on televi-
sion, Clements said, be-
cause it is important for
families to see that stu-
dents will be protected
when they come to school.

As part of the active
shooter training, officers

Continued. See Galena
Park Shooter Training,
Page 7

GPISD POLICE CHIEF
BRYAN CLEMENTS

Preparation to
deal with an
Active Shooter
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CHANNELVIEW ISD NEWS
Ribbon Cutting for a New

McGhee Elementary

Dear Channelview Community
Stakeholders,

Join CISD with the opening of the
district’s newest school, McGhee Ele-
mentary! Thanks to Channelview vot-
ers for passing the 2019 CISD Bond for
making this possible!

CISD primary students will be able
to learn at a state-of-the-art campus
safely that includes a makerspace, two
playgrounds, a security vestibule, and
spacious classrooms — all centered
around the school’s unique open concept
library!

Unlike other schools, McGhee Ele-
mentary also features a museum dedi-
c a t e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  M c G h e e
Elementary, a schoolhouse for black

children in the early 1900s during the
Segregation period. This museum tells
the history of that original schoolhouse
and tells the story of those students
with artifacts from the period.

The ribbon cutting of the new
McGhee Elementary will take place
from 6:30-7:30pm across from Channel-
view High School. Overflow parking will
be located at Channelview High School.
If you can make time to see our new
school.

If you have any questions or con-
cerns, please let us know! At

C.H.I.C.77530@gmail.com or Face-
Book:  https://www.facebook.com/
groups/892294181644780

Now on Facebook and Twitter:
www.facebook.com/StarCourier

www.facebook.com/northchannelstar

GALENA PARK ISD NEWS

What a proud moment for Galena Park ISD! Congratulations to Mrs. Tapner
for being named a Region 4 Elementary TOY Finalist!

Congratulations to Mrs. Rachel
Tapner

Galena Park ISD Begins Active
Shooting Training at Northshore
High School

Safety and Security will ALWAYS be a top priority for Galena Park ISD! It is
so important for our School Resource Officers and other local law enforcement
agencies to learn and for our GPISD families to see their students will be protect-
ed throughout the school day.

Returning Student Verification
Skyward Online Registration opens Monday, July 18, 2022
Tuesday, July 19
8:30AM-12:30PM/ 2:00PM-4:00PM
Wednesday, July 20
10:00AM-1:00PM / 3:00PM-6:00PM
Thursday, July 21
8:30AM-12:30PM/ 2:00PM-4:00PM

RSV Support Site: North Shore Senior High School - 353 N. Castlegory
Houston, TX 77049

New Student Enrollment
Skyward Online Enrollment opens Monday, July 25, 2022
Monday, August 1
8:30AM-12:30PM/ 2:00PM-4:00PM
Tuesday, August 2
10:00AM-1:00PM / 3:00PM-6:00PM
Wednesday, August 3
8:30AM-12:30PM/ 2:00PM-4:00PM

New Student Enrollment Support Site: North Shore Senior High School
- 353 N. Castlegory Houston, TX 77049

For additional registration information, please visit our District webpage at
www. galenaparkisd.com.

I f  you  have  any  ques t i ons  o r  c oncerns ,  you  can  emai l  us  a t
student_admissions@galenaparkisd.com.

2022-2023 BACK-TO-SCHOOL
REGISTRATION
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Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY✃

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS
www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. • Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print Newspapers,
too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

ASK DIAMOND JIMCHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

Back Issues are available in
PDF format on our websites:

www.starcouriernews.com and
www.northchannelstar.com

Diamond Jim: “What is
the birthstone for

July?”

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has
been a proud member of the Independent Jewelers
Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers Organiza-
tion (RJO) for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

There’s no better way to demonstrate your love
than by giving a ruby in celebration of a July
birthday. Rubies arouse the senses, stir the imagi-
nation, and are said to guarantee health, wisdom,
wealth and success in love. Fine-quality ruby is
extremely rare, and the color of the gem is most
important to its value. The most prized color is a
medium or medium-dark vivid red or slightly
purplish red. If the gem is too light or has too much
purple or orange, it will be called a fancy-color
sapphire.

A ruby is a pink to blood-red colored gemstone, a
variety of the mineral corundum (aluminum oxide).
The red color is caused mainly by the presence of the
element chromium. Its name comes from the Latin
word “ruber” which is Latin for red. Other varieties
of gem-quality corundum are called sapphires. Ruby
is considered one of the four precious stones,
together with sapphire, emerald and diamond.

Prices of rubies are primarily determined by
color. The brightest and most valuable “red” called
blood-red or “pigeon blood”, commands a large
premium over other rubies of similar quality. After
color follows clarity: similar to diamonds, a clear
stone will command a premium, but a ruby without
any needle-like rutile inclusions may indicate that
the stone has been treated. Cut and carat (weight)
are also an important factor in determining the
price. The world’s most expensive ruby is
the Sunrise Ruby. Rubies have a hardness of 9.0 on
the Mohs scale of mineral hardness. Among the
natural gems only moissanite and diamond are
harder, with diamond having a Mohs hardness of
10.0 and moissanite falling somewhere in between
corundum (ruby) and diamond in hardness.

All natural rubies have imperfections in them,
including color impurities and inclusions
of rutile needles known as “silk”. Gemologists use
these needle inclusions found in natural rubies to
distinguish them from synthetics, simulants, or
substitutes. Usually the rough stone is heated
before cutting. Almost all rubies today are treated in
some form, with heat treatment being the most
common practice. However, rubies that are com-
pletely untreated but still of excellent quality
command a large premium.

Some rubies show a three-point or six-
point asterism or “star”. These rubies are cut
into cabochons to display the effect properly.
Asterisms are best visible with a single-light source
and move across the stone as the light moves or the
stone is rotated. Such effects occur when light is
reflected off the “silk” (the structurally
oriented rutile needle inclusions) in a certain way.

JULY’s BIRTHSTONE IS RUBY

How Do You Do It?

The one question that I am asked most often, is
“How do you do it?” Life is not easy, and I doubt if
there are many readers who do not feel the same
way. Life has changed for all of us. Some people
have experienced more changes than others.
There are unique obstacles that we face. There
are some obstacles which may have similarities
yet, no two people experience the same life.

I find myself speaking to hundreds of people
weekly on the phone. On social media, I communi-
cate with even more. Working for a government
organization now, as well as having worked for a
community college for 22 years, living in the same
community for 50 years and being involved with
many non-profits and other organizations, I am
blessed to know many people.

Within the last week, I have learned of deaths
of former church members as well as three of the
senior citizens that were active in the program I
work with. On Tuesday evening, I drove my
daughter in love to see her mother in the hospital.
We had no idea that this would be the last time
we would see her smile, ask about the grandba-
bies and fuss about being in the hospital instead
of being at home with loved ones. Less than five
hours later, my son called asking if I could drive
his wife to the hospital as the nurse had called
that his mother-in-law was in distress.

Even though I drove above the speed limit,
while praying there were no deputies on the toll
road, we made it a few minutes too late. Once
again, I found myself calling on God to provide
peace, comfort, and the right words to share. The
next few hours were filled with phone calls, text
messages and prayers. Before I had time to
process what was ahead, I had a friend call me
concerning her 62-year-old mentally ill brother
who had been missing for weeks. She was strug-
gling with how to know what to do next. Another
friend reached out asking how to find help for her
son who lives with Autism.

As the week rolled on, a senior citizen called to
ask what to do about her son who just came up for
parole and was moved to a prison unit where
there are many known gang members. He had
called his mother as he was afraid that the
current situation. She was not sure if she should
contact the Warden or the Chaplain. We prayed
and she contacted the Chaplain. A young lady in
our community who was just sentenced to five
years in prison is having a tough time adjusting
to her surroundings. Her mother and uncle are
unable to visit her due to circumstances. Her
mother was asking if I could send her an encour-
aging letter. As I hung up the phone, I realized
that her mother needs one as well.

By the time Sunday arrived, I was so thankful
for God’s grace and mercy. When my friend with
cancer called and was asking about another
friend who lives with CTE due to many concus-
sions received while playing professional football,
he asked that question again, “Charlie, how do
you do it?” And I reminded him that with God all
things are possible.

officers caught suspect
Kizzee where he contin-
ued to resist and fight
with the officers. The of-
ficers eventually were
able to take suspect
Kizzee into custody and
had Officer N. Frazier
transport him to the po-
lice station where he was
charged by the Harris
County District Attor-
ney’s Office for evading
arrest.

 Allanj211@aol.com

JC Arrest leads to
Catalytic thief,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

San Jacinto River
2 DROWN AT
MAGNOLIA
GARDENS

In two separate incidents last weekend, swimmers
drowned in the San Jacinto River, near Magnolia Gar-
dens Park. On Saturday, a 13-year-old boy swimming
with his family disappeared under water and didn’t re-
surface. His body was recovered on the river bank early
Sunday morning.

In the other drowning, on Sunday a man in his 30s
swam out into the river, but midway he turned to come
back, and went underwater and didn’t resurface. Dive
teams recovered his body around 7 pm.

Harris County Sheriff’s Maritime Patrol deputies search
for a missing swimmer in the San Jacinto River.

MACK ARTHUR KIZZEE
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

Gun Deaths in America
by the Numbers

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

TEA Releases STAAR results
for grades  3 through 8

“The Perfect
Pet”

My mother has found the
perfect pet. She just doesn’t
realize it yet.

A clever little red squirrel
has been trying to get my
mother’s attention for
months. “He’s such a pest!”
my mother complains. But
the squirrel does not give up.

He has become quite tame,
hanging out below the bird
feeder, waiting for seeds to
drop. He would much prefer
to get them from the feeder
himself, but my father has in-
considerately installed a
length of stovepipe on the
pole that holds the feeder,
and the squirrel cannot climb
up the slippery metal. In-
stead, he waits impatiently
for the birds to drop seeds—
which they always do—eat-
ing them as fast as they drop.
When he runs out of seeds,
he finds other things to do,
like dig up my mother’s
planters, leaving dirt all over
her deck.

“Is he digging something
up, or burying something?” I
asked my mom.

“I have no idea! He’s a
troublemaker!”

Last night, a bear finally
finished off the birdfeeder my
father made a few years
back. The poor feeder had
been knocked to the ground
countless times by countless
bears, and my dad always
nailed it back together. This
time, it was shattered beyond
repair.

My dad went down to his
workshop and started build-
ing a new feeder. I wonder
how many times this feeder
will be knocked to the ground
and survive. It looks pretty
stout—but so did the last one.

In the meantime, my
mother didn’t want the birds
to suffer, so she put a meat-
loaf pan filled with seeds at
the top of the pole. My dad
removed the stovepipe while
he was working on the feed-
er and, in no time flat, the red
squirrel climbed to the top of
the pole and knocked the pan
down, then sat at the foot of
the bird feeder, gorging on
the seeds piled below.

“This is more like it!” I
could almost hear the squir-
rel say.

My father replaced the
stovepipe, my mother refilled
the meatloaf pan, and order
was restored. The little red
squirrel, however, was not
happy. We were sitting out-
side on the deck and the
squirrel positioned himself
on a short branch directly
over my mother’s head.

“Chip, chip, chip!” he said
loudly.

“Be quiet!” my mother
said. The squirrel shook his
tail and got noisier.

“He has a serious beef
with you, Mom,” I told her.
“He is trying to be your
friend, and you are not very
friendly.”

“He is not my friend!” my
mother said, almost as loud-
ly as the red squirrel.

“He’s a perfect pet,” I con-
tinued. “I don’t know why you
pamper those birds and ig-
nore this fellow who wants to
be your friend.” The squirrel
continued. We could no long-
er carry on a conversation
with him ranting away. He
sounded like a late-night ra-
dio host on a tear.

My mom jumped up,
stomped her feet and waved
her fists at the squirrel. “You
get out of here!” she hollered.
The squirrel ran up the tree.

A moment passed.
“Plunk! Plunk!” A handful

of pinecone seeds dropped
onto the deck.

“Is it raining?” my dad
asked.

More pinecones fell, di-
rectly on our heads.

“It’s that squirrel!” my
mom said. “You stop that
right now!” A shower of pi-
necones fell.

I think my mother should
just give in and adopt the lit-
tle red squirrel. Sure, he’s a
troublemaker and full of mis-
chief, but he obviously wants
to be part of the family. I sug-
gested it.

“He’s not my pet!” my
mother said, indignantly.

But I’m not sure she gets
to decide.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir

is called “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

The Texas  Educat ion
Agency has released the 2022
State of Texas Assessments of
Academic Readiness

Results for grades 3-8,
which showed across-the-board
improvements in all grades and
subjects, with especially signif-
icant gains in reading.

“The investments that the
state is making in reading
academies and accelerated in-
struction are clearly paying div-
idends for our students, and the
results are a testament to the
hard work of teachers across
our state,” Texas Education
Commissioner Mike Morath
said. “While we still have much
work to do to recover from
COVID-related learning loss in
mathematics, the improve-
ments our students have made
in reading are clear.”

The  spr ing  resul ts
include exams in mathematics
and reading for grades 3–8, 5th
and 8th grade science, and 8th
grade social studies.

MILITARY BASES HAVE BIG
IMPACT ON STATE’S ECONOMY

A study analyzing the im-
pact on the state’s economy
from U.S. military installations
concludes they contributed at
least $114.1 billion to the Tex-
as economy last year and sup-
ported more than 600,000 jobs
across the state. Texas is home
to 15 military installations and
the U.S. Army Futures Com-
mand, which is located in Aus-
tin and runs modernization
projects for the U.S. Army.

The study was completed by
the comptroller’s office at the
behest of the Texas Military
Preparedness Commission.

“It is amazing to see the tre-
mendous economic impact
these military installations
have in Texas,” said Texas
Comptroller Glenn Hegar. “The
importance of these bases
reaches far beyond direct jobs
and personal income. The facil-
ities, and the men and women
who work and are stationed at
them, form the backbone of
communities and support
countless businesses and in-
duced jobs throughout the
state.”

FORMER NFL PLAYER INDICTED
FOR BOGUS MEDICAL CLAIMS

Former NFL player Narond

“Roc” Alexander was indicted
recently for submitting fraud-
ulent health reimbursement
claims totaling more than
$25,000 to a health program for
former NFL players. The case
was brought by Texas Depart-
ment  o f
Insurance investigators along
with the Bexar County District
Attorney’s office.

Alexander allegedly filed the
bogus claims between 2014 and
2018 under the Gene Upshaw
NFL Player Health Reimburse-
ment Plan, which helps pay cer-
tain medical care expenses for
former NFL players. He could
face up to 10 years in prison
and a $10,000 fine if convicted.

“Insurance fraud hurts the
people who actually need these
funds to cover their health care
costs, like the NFL players who
benefit from this particular
fund,” Bexar County District
Attorney Joe Gonzales said.
“This indictment allows us to
seek justice on behalf of the
NFL players with legitimate
claims who rely on these
funds.”

After playing for the Univer-
sity of Washington, Alexander
signed with the Denver Bron-
cos in 2004 and later played for
the Houston Texans.

GRANT PROGRAM TO BENEFIT
TRAVEL INDUSTRY

The travel industry, hard hit
by the COVID-19 pandemic, is
set to receive $180 million of
funds  under  a grant
program funded by the federal
American Rescue Plan Act of
2021.The program is designed
to provide grants for the recov-
ery of Texas businesses in the
tourism, travel, and hospitali-
ty industry affected by the pan-

demic.
“Travel and tourism are crit-

ical components to both the
state and local economies,” said
Gov. Greg Abbott. “Visitor
spending at Texas destinations
brings new money into commu-
nities and spurs local job cre-
ation across industries in every
region of the state.”

A series of webinars are slat-
ed to provide information for
specific businesses. To get more
detai ls  and register ,  go
to: https://ttir.gov.texas.gov.

DEMOGRAPHIC CENTER
ANALYZES STATE CENSUS
RESULTS

The U.S. Census Bureau
has released its 2021 popula-
tion estimates, and the Texas
Demographic Center has
crunched the numbers to deter-
mine:

• Texas is growing both old-
er and more diverse. Median
age increased to 35.4 years in
2021, up from 33.6 in 2010.

• Texas has more Black res-
idents than any other state.

• All urban core counties in
Texas, except for Travis Coun-
ty, lost non-Hispanic white pop-
ulation.

• The state has the third-
largest Asian population in the
country.

• Harris County has more
Black residents than all other
counties in the country except
Cook County, which includes
Chicago.

SHARING THE ROAD WITH
LARGE TRUCKS

Anyone who has driven the
state’s major highways recent-
ly likely has noticed the num-
ber of 18-wheelers on the road
has risen as businesses and in-
dustries work to fill demand in
many sectors. The Texas De-
partment of Transportation is
reminding motorists to take ex-
tra care when driving around
big trucks.

Drivers are especially at risk
in the state’s energy sectors,
according to TxDOT. Last year,
more than 79,000 crashes oc-
curred in the state’s five major
energy production areas, re-
sulting in 1,119 deaths — a
20% increase over the previous
year.

Among the safety tips of-
fered by TxDOT are staying
away from a truck’s blind spot;
not tailgating; when passing a
truck, making sure you can see
both of the truck’s headlights
before moving back into your
lane; and never crossing behind
a truck that is backing up, since
the driver can’t see you.

COVID-19 CASES INCREASE
AGAIN

The number of new COVID-
19 cases reported in Texas dur-
ing the past week by the
Coronavirus Resource Center
at Johns Hopkins University
rose again to 84,417, with 115
deaths recorded. Both numbers
are up modestly compared to
what was reported the previous
week. However, lab-confirmed
COVID-19 hospitalizations in
the state continue to rise
steadily, with 3,007 reported by
the Department of State
Health Services. That’s up 22%
from the previous week and
more than double what was re-
ported a month ago.

The horrific slaughter of nineteen chil
dren and two teachers in Uvalde, has
once again focused the attention of the

nation on the toll taken on American lives by
guns. As with most highly charged emotional
issues, and particularly ones that fall on the
partisan divide, I find there is little objective
analysis of the actual data and even less perspec-
tive on what the data implies.

There are many who object to a statistical
analysis of such events as being cold-hearted and
that doing so minimizes the tragedy of the loss of
even a single life. While I appreciate that senti-
ment, I respectfully disagree. To the contrary, the
more consequential, or in this case the more
horrific, the problem, the more urgently we need
to call on our full intellectual capabilities to
fashion solutions. So, after Uvalde I began to dig
into the data on deaths caused by firearms and
found quite a bit that surprised me.

Prior to 2015, the number of deaths from a
firearm on an annual basis had moved in a fairly
narrow range, averaging about 34,000, which was
about 10-11 firearm deaths per 100,000 Ameri-
cans or slightly over 1% of all U.S. fatalities.
However, since 2015 firearm deaths have been
consistently moving higher each year and then
took a sharp upturn in 2020, reaching an all-time
high of 45,222. Preliminary data for 2021 indi-
cates that number was perhaps slightly lower
than 2020. The rate per 100,000 Americans has
moved up to 13.7.

Most gun deaths in the U.S. are either suicides
(~54%) or homicides (~43%).  The remaining ~3%
are due to accidents, police shootings or undeter-
mined causes. Both suicides and homicides
committed with a gun have been increasing over
the last two decades, but most of the significant
increase in gun deaths over the last two years has
been due to an increase in homicides.

The significant increase in homicides coincides
with an explosion in the number of gun sales in
the U.S. The home security research group,
HomeSafe.org, estimates that gun sales soared by
over 150% in 2020 and 2021.

However, a series of Gallup surveys found that
the percentage of U.S. households that own a gun
has been slightly declining since 1972. This
perhaps suggests that the increase in gun sales is
more attributable to existing gun owners adding
to their inventory, as opposed to a large number
of new gun owners.

There is no question that the U.S. is an outlier
when it comes to private gun ownership com-
pared to other countries. The Small Arms Survey,
an independent Swiss research group, estimated
in its 2018 report that Americans, while making
up only about 3% of the world’s population, owns
nearly half of the world’s roughly 850 million
privately owned guns. Their survey estimated
that there were about 120 guns for every 100
Americans. That rate dwarfs all other countries.
India came in second with just over 50. Canada
was 34. The global average outside of the U.S. is
about 7.

Next time, I will explore the issue of suicides
and whether this ready access to guns has an
effect on the incidence of suicide in our country.

OPINION
By BILL KING

✯

Editor & Publisher..............................Gilbert Hoffman
Associate Publisher.....................Mei-Ing Liu Hoffman
Assignment Editor....................................Julieta Paita
Website Editor............................ ......Kristan Hoffman
Marketing Executive..............................Willie Glasgow
Production Manager.....................Gerardo Hernandez
Entered as Periodicals Class at Highlands Post Office, Highlands, TX 77562. Under the Act
of Congress of March 3, 1879. Published 50 weeks per year, on Thursday, by Grafikpress
Corp., 5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057. Opinions in this paper are those of the au-
thors, and not necessarily this newspaper’s. Any erroneous statement which may appear
will be corrected when brought to the attention of the publisher. Liability for errors is
limited to the reprinting of the corrected version. Submissions are encouraged, in person,
by mail, by Fax, or by email, to grafikstar@aol.com.

GRAFIKPRESS is publisher of community newspapers, including Highlands STAR-Crosby
COURIER; Barbers Hill Dayton PRESS; Northeast NEWS; North Forest NEWS, North Chan-
nel STAR. Combined circulation of these newspapers exceeds 20,000, Readership exceeds
50,000 according to industry standards. We also print dozens of school, ethnic, and gov-
ernment publications on contract. Call for information to 713-977-2555.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In-county, $28.00 per year. Out of county, $35.00 per Year. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to Star-Courier, P. O. Box 405, Highlands, TX 77562

News and Ad Phones....713-266-3444
FAX Line....713-977-1188
email: grafikstar@aol.com

Member Texas Press Association

USPS 244-500

H I G H L A N D S

Barbers Hill✯Dayton PRESS

Star✯CourierStar✯Courier

NORTH CHANNEL ✯ STAR

C R O S B Y

✃

Thank you for Reading the:

This is Your Newspaper. Here’s your
chance to be the Editor. Tell us what
you like/don’t like/add or change.

I LIKE:
_____________________________________________
I DON’T LIKE:
____________________________________________

PLEASE ADD THIS:
____________________________________________
PLEASE CHANGE THIS:
____________________________________________
HERE’S A NEWS TIP:
____________________________________________

Thanks. You can Fax this form to: 713-977-1188, mail it to
5906 Star Lane, Houston 77057, or email the same
information to northchannelstar@gmail.com

READER
OPINION!

NORTH CHANNEL
✯ STAR



Page 5THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2022 NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR

Harris County Public Health
Now Administering COVID-19
Vaccine for Children Under 5
Years Old

Vaccination for children 6 months to 4 years
follows the recent approval by FDA, CDC, and
DSHS

Houston – Harris County Public Health (HCPH)
is now administering the COVID-19 vaccine to
children 6 months to 4 years old. This follows the
recent emergency use authorization given to both
Pfizer and Moderna by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), along with approval by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
and the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS).

HCPH encourages parents or guardians to first
seek a COVID-19 vaccine for their children from
their primary care provider or pediatrician. HCPH
will provide vaccines to children at its vaccination
sites to residents who cannot obtain it otherwise.

All COVID-19 vaccines and boosters are safe and
effective and have proven to provide strong protec-
tion against severe illness, hospitalizations, and
death, including the latest version approved for
children aged 6 months to 4 years old.

“Receiving the approval by the FDA and CDC to
have children under 5 years vaccinated is another
major step for us to reduce the spread of COVID-19
and hospitalization for everyone,” said Ericka
Brown, MD, MBA, FACHE, interim local health
authority for HCPH. “We encourage all parents or
guardians to contact their children’s pediatrician or
primary care provider and consider the options for a
vaccine.”

The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for children ages 6
months to 4 years old is a three-shot series, and
each dose is one-tenth the dosage given to adults.
Children would receive two doses three weeks apart,
and a third dose at least two months later.

Moderna’s vaccine approved for children from 6
months to 5 years is given in two shots (four weeks
apart) and each dose is one-quarter the dose of that
used in adults.

Vaccines provided by HCPH are free, and
appointments are not required. To find a location
near you, click here. Parents who wish to schedule
an appointment online will be able to do so through
ReadyHarris.org or vacstrac.hctx.net starting
Monday, June 27.

COVID-19 Vaccine Booster Now
Available for 5–11-year-olds

Following CDC, DSHS, and FDA approval of
the Pfizer vaccine booster

Houston – Following approvals of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and
Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS), Harris County Public Health (HCPH)
encourages parents to have their children aged
5 to11 receive the COVID-19 Pfizer vaccine
booster. All child boosters must be administered
at least five months after the primary series.  If
you or your child have not received the COVID-
19 primary series, please do so as soon as
possible.

Parents/guardians can seek a COVID-19
vaccine booster for their children from a prima-
ry care provider, pediatrician, or local pharma-
cy. HCPH will provide free vaccine boosters to
children at its vaccination sites to residents
who cannot obtain it otherwise. Residents who
would like to have their children receive the
COVID-19 Pfizer vaccine booster can do so now
by visiting ReadyHarris.org to find the location
closest to them or visiting HCPH’s vaccine
registration page.

 All COVID-19 vaccines and boosters are safe,
effective, and provide strong protection against
severe illness, hospitalizations, and death,
including this latest version approved for
children aged 5 - 11.  This version of the Pfizer
COVID-19 vaccine booster for young children is
a smaller dose or one-third of the version
approved for adults and teens.

 Vaccines provided by HCPH are free and
appointments are not required. If you would
like to schedule an appointment, go to a
ReadyHarris.org, vacstrac.hctx.net, or call 832-
927-8787. To find a location near you, click
here.

###

HCPH is the local public health agency for
the Harris County, Texas jurisdiction. It pro-
vides a wide variety of public health activities
and services aimed at improving the health and
well-being of the Harris County community.

UPDATE ON COVID SHOTS FOR CHILDREN

HOLLYWOOD — I was
11, and Carol Burnett was
26 when we first met. I
haunted a candy store next
to the off-Broadway Phoe-
nix Theater, where Carol
was starring in “Once
Upon a Mattress.”

When she became a reg-
ular on “The Garry Moore
Show,” I was her guest at
tapings each week. Had it
not been for Carol, you
might not be reading this.
“The Carol Burnett Show”
became a classic CBS vari-
ety series, and she became
a legend.

At 89, Carol’s in her
third marriage to Holly-
wood Bowl Orchestra
drummer Brian Miller, and
they’re celebrating 21
years together come No-
vember.

The “Carol Burnett
Show” and “Mama’s Fami-
ly” have been huge success-
es in syndication for years.
She could easily rest on her
laurels, but happily, she’s
signed to be a regular in the
10-part Apple TV+ series
“Mrs. American Pie,” pro-
duced by and starring Os-
car-winner Laura Dern,
who’s assembled a great
cast: Kristen Wiig, Allison
Janney, Ricky Martin and
Josh Lucas. It’s about a
woman trying to break into
Palm Beach Soc iety .
Thanks, Carol, for pointing
me in the right direction.

*** Obviously taking a
cue from Lin-Manuel
Miranda’s mega successful
“Hamilton,” which depict-
ed all of our forefathers di-
verse ly  ( the  only
non-person-of-color being
King George III), a revival
of the classic musical
“1776” is now headed to
Broadway, getting booked

for the Ahmanson Theater
in Los Angeles from April
5 to May 7, 2023.

This production will fea-
ture a cast of female, trans
and nonbinary performers.
Since the show originally
consisted of mostly 23 men
and only 2 women — being
about the Continental Con-
gress’ creation of the Dec-
laration of Independence
— the question is, Are they
rewriting history, or are
they just taking many lib-
erties?

*** Movie theaters may
finally be getting their au-
diences back. It’s going to
be a three-way fight be-
tween “Top Gun: Maver-
ick,” which joined the
billion-dollar film club af-
ter one month in release;
“Jurassic World: Domin-
ion,” which reached a bil-
lion-dollar gross in half the
time; and “Elvis,” which
swiveled out of the gate
strongly and is nipping at
their heels.

Moviegoers  were
stunned by Tom Hanks’
portrayal of Col. Tom Park-
er, partly because they
didn’t know Parker was a
greedy, ruthless man who
purposely held Elvis Pres-
ley back to make more
money.

CAROL BURNETT

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterConleyfh.com

MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE
When you call these Advertisers, this

Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase of not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

CONCRETE CONCRETECONCRETE

20-6T

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

CAR BODY PERSON
Looking for a retired car body
person to work on restoring a
67 mustang.

To help work on project, will
pay $20 per hour for qualified
person.

Call Daniel 713-822-1017 for
more details 26-4t

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Channelview I.S.D. will accept Sealed Request for
Qualifications for the following:

RFQ# 2122-007 – Architectural Services

Bids will be received until 4:00 p.m., Monday, August 01, 2022,
at the Channelview ISD’s E-bidding website. Please visit the
electronic bidding website at https://cvisd.ionwave.net   All
necessary information may be obtained by calling the Business
Office at (281) 452-8003, or the district website www.cvisd.org,
under Departments  Business Office  Purchasing.  The Board
of Trustees reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

27-2T

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MARKETING/
SALES PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but not
necessary. Possible to work from home.
Suitable for Part Time, or Full Time.
Commission plus. Send letter of interest
to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or call 713-
252-8000

SMALL ADS BRING BIG
RESULTS. CALL

713-266-3444 OR EMAIL
GRAFIKSTAR@AOL.COM

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

28-2t

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NOTICE – RFP #23-001

The Barbers Hill Independent School District is accepting proposals for:

Delivery of (6) SIX Trucks

Interested parties may contact the BHISD Business Office for a copy of the
specifications which can also be obtained at the District website. Please
direct all proposal questions to Amy Presley, Purchasing Coordinator,

(281) 576-2221 ext. 1268.

Proposals will accepted until 2:00 p.m. August 22, 2022

The school district reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals,
waive any formalities and/or technicalities in the proposal and award the
contract to the best proposal that serves the interests of the district.  The
district may negotiate with vendors that submit viable proposals.

BOAT AUCTIONBOAT AUCTION BOAT AUCTIONBOAT AUCTION

Auction Sale: Saturday, 7/23/2022 at 12:00 pm
Location: 313 Clear Lake, Highlands TX 77562

2009 23’ 6” Veranda Boat S/N JBC68782H809
2009 Yamaha 64PX1008835

Certified Funds, No Checks
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Garcia at White
House Summit,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

mit on the American
Rescue Plan and Work-
force with Vice President
Harris was held on July 13
in Washington DC.

The White House Sum-
mit on the American Rescue
Plan and the Workforce was
headlined by Vice President
Kamala Harris and hosted
by the White House Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Implemen-
tation Team, and the White
House Office of Intergovern-
mental Affairs. This event
featured state and local
leaders across the country
and highlighted model
American Rescue Plan in-
vestments in workforce de-
velopment across the areas
of care and public health, in-
frastructure, and expanding
the workforce.

The program included:
11 a.m. (10 a.m. CST):

Opening remarks from Vice
President Kamala Harris,
Labor Secretary Marty
Walsh, Senior Advisor to

the Houston Police De-
partment for the partner-
ship. But we cannot have a
successful event without the
public participating in mak-
ing our streets safer.”

With no questions asked,
residents will be able to re-
ceive a $50 gift card for ev-
ery nonfunctioning gun,
$100 for a rifle, $150 for a
handgun and $200 for an
assault rifle. All firearms
must be unloaded and in the
vehicle’s trunk.

This program is part of a
broader strategy recently
implemented by Harris
County to get at the root
causes of crime. The Coun-
ty’s Violence Interruption
Program works with trust-
ed and trained community
messengers to de-escalate
local conflicts, provide path-
ways out of gangs, and pro-
vide resources and support

Gun BuyBack
Program,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the President and White
House American Rescue
Plan Coordinator Gene
Sperling, and Senior Advi-
sor to the President and Di-
rector of the White House
Office of Intergovernmental
Affairs Julie Rodriguez.

 11:10 a.m. – 12:40 p.m.
(10:10 – 11:40 a.m. CST):
Roundtables and Various
ARPA-Funded Programs
Highlighted.

12:40 p.m. (11:40 a.m.
CST): Expanding Access to
the Workforce for Under-
served Populations: Featur-
ing Harris County (TX)
Commissioner Adrian Gar-
cia, Memphis (TN) Mayor
Jim Strickland, Employ
Milwaukee CEO Chytania
Brown, and WRTP Big Step
President Lindsay Blumer.

Harris County Commis-
sioner Adrian Garcia dis-
cussed the Precinct 2 E2E
Program,  or
Employ2Empower Pro-
gram.

in terms of jobs, substance
use, health and education.

The County’s Holistic As-
sistance Response Team
(HART) sends trained first
responders to assist people
struggling with issues relat-
ed to mental health, sub-
stance use, or homelessness
so they can receive help they
need. This also eases the
burden on law enforcement
by allowing them to focus on
serious violent crimes.

“We need your help to
spread the word about this
initiative,” Commissioner
Ellis said. “Other cities have
removed hundreds of un-
wanted firearms, eliminat-
ing the chance of these
weapons cycling through il-
legal networks or being dis-
covered by a curious child or
teenager at someone’s
home.”

found injured victimes in a
hallway of the North Shore
10th Grade Center. The of-
ficers went straight to a
classroom where two pre-
tend shooters were with
students. The police chief
said they had three priori-
ties: stop the killing, stop
the dying, and evacuate
the injured.

Clements said the sim-
ulation training gives the
officers a unique learning
experience in stressful sit-
uations. He said he wants

his officers to know what
to do if a situation arises
such as a shooter.

The training was open
to the public to see, in per-
son and on television. Par-
ticipating were local fire
and EMS personnel, and
law enforcement agencies
including Constables from
Pct. 2 and 3.

Galena Park Superin-

Galena Park Active Shooter Training,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GALENA PARK
SUPERINTENDENT DR. JOHN
MOORE AT THE TRAINING
EXERCISE

IN THE TRAINING DRILL, OFFICERS BREACH THE CLASSROOM IMMEDIATELY, AND ENGAGE THE PRETEND ACTIVE SHOOTER, SEEN AT THE
LEFT IN THIS VIEW.  TRAINING PHOTOS COURTESY OF KPRC CHANNEL 2.

OFFICERS IN THIS DRILL LEARN TO BYPASS THE WOUNDED LYING ON THE FLOOR, AND TO RUSH TO
THE SCENE OF THE ACTIVE SHOOTER TO SUPPRESS HIM. THE PRIORITIES TO BE LEARNED, ACCORDING
TO CHIEF CLEMENTS, ARE “STOP THE KILLING, STOP THE DYING, AND EVACUATE THE INJURED.

tendent Dr. John Moore
had this to say about the
training: “Students come
to our schools to learn, but
parents expect us to keep
them safe. And that’s our
number one priority here
in Galena Park, and I’m
sure that’s the number one
priority all over the Unit-
ed States.”

The first day of school
will be August 11, and it
can be expected to be a safe
and secure opening.

Check us on the Internet:
www.starcouriernews.com

www.northchannelstar.com

Back Issues are available at
the websites.
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